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Dalits, Muslims deprived 
of development due 
to BJP's policies: 
Mayawati

Sensex 
surges 
560.29 
pts

RCB captain 
du Plessis 
fined for slow 
over-rate

PG
  
02

PG
  
03

PG
  
06

PG
  
07

PG
  
08

Stray Animals 
Pose Concern 
at Sirsa Grain 
Market

Delhi HC dismisses law 
student's plea seeking 
'extraordinary interim 
bail' for Kejriwal

The Age of Truth

Aligarh : Slamming 
Congress and Samajwadi 
Party, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi alleged that 
these political parties have 
always done "politics of 
appeasement" and have 
never done anything for the 
social and economic uplift-
ment of Muslims.

Addressing an election 
rally for the Lok Sabha 
Elections at Aligarh, Uttar 
Pradesh Prime Minister 
Modi said "The people at 
the top reaped the benefits 
and the Pasmanda Muslims 
were forced to live in their 
conditions".

"Riots, murders, gang 
wars, extortion, etc. were 
the trademark of the SP 
government, this was their 
identity and their politics 
also ran on this"

He said, "Now in Yogi 
Ji's government, criminals 
do not dare to disturb the 
peace of the citizens".

The Prime Minister 
said, "The lives of so many 
daughters were ruined due 

to triple talaq. Now Modi 
has made their lives safe by 
making a law against triple 
talaq".

"Today not only has In-
dia's Haj quota increased 
but visa rules have also 
been made easier. The gov-
ernment has also allowed 
women to go to Haj with-
out a Mahram" he further 

added.
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi also lashed out at 
the Congress, accusing it 
of trying to Amend a law to 
‘snatch’ assets of the citi-
zens.

“Congress and its allies 
have an eye on your in-
come and assets. The Con-
gress's "Shehzada" said 

that if his government is 
formed, they will find out 
what all you have. It will be 
probed and all these assets 
will be taken under govern-
ment control and distribut-
ed,” the Prime Minister 
said at a rally in Aligarh".

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday hit 
out at INDIA alliance 

members Samajwadi Party 
and Congress and took a 
veiled ‘shahzada’ (prince) 
jibe at their leaders Akh-
ilesh Yadav and Rahul 
Gandhi.

"Last time when I came 
to Aligarh, I had requested 
all of you to lock the facto-
ries of nepotism, corrup-
tion, and appeasement of 
SP and Congress. You put 
such a strong lock that the 
two princes have not been 
able to find its key to date" 
he said.

He also attacked the 
I.N.D.I.A alliance mem-
bers and alleged that they 
are so pessimistic that they 
have no courage to look to-
wards the future.

"They ask why Modi 
talks about developed In-
dia, why Modi talks about 
making India the third larg-
est economic power?... 
These people do nothing 
except for the greed of their 
family and power and keep 
dividing the public" he 
said.

Congress, SP have done nothing for 
economic upliftment of Muslims: PM Modi

New Delhi : The Con-
gress while reacting sharply 
to the rejection of nomina-
tion of its Surat Lok Sabha 
seat candidate on Monday 
said that the ‘match-fix’ of 
the seat by BJP only showed 
that the party was scared of 
its defeat. In a post on social 
media X, general secretary 
in-charge communication, 
Jairam Ramesh said, “The 
distress and anger faced by 
MSME owners and business 
people in Modi’s Anyay 
Kaal has spooked the BJP so 
badly that they are attempt-
ing to “match-fix” Surat Lok 
Sabha, which they have won 
consistently since 1984 Lok 
Sabha elections!"

He said, "Surat District 
Election Officer rejects @
INCIndia’s candidate for 
Surat Lok Sabha, Nilesh 
Kumbhani’s nomination for 
“discrepancies in verifica-
tion of signatures of three 
proposers”. On similar 
grounds, officials rejected 
the nomination of Suresh 
Padsala, the INC’s substitute 

candidate from Surat. Con-
gress Party is left without a 
candidate". The senior Con-
gress leader said that only 
the BJP candidate Mukesh 
Dalal was left in the fray as 
other candidates have with-
drawn their nomination.

"BJP candidate declared 
“elected unopposed” from 
Surat Lok Sabha seat on 
April 22nd, 2024, nearly two 

weeks before polling on 
May 7th 2024," Ramesh 
said.

Stating that democracy 
is under threat, the Rajya 
Sabha MP said, "Our elec-
tions, our democracy, Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar’s Con-
stitution – all are under a 
generational threat. This is 
the most important election 
of our lifetime!"

BJP has ‘match-fixed’ 
Surat LS seat: Cong

New Delhi : The gov-
ernment has ordered food 
commissioners to collect 
samples of spices from all 
the manufacturing units in 
the country, sources said, af-
ter food regulators in Hong 
Kong and Singapore red-
flagged a cancer-causing in-
gredient in certain products 
of two popular Indian spice 
brands - MDH and Everest.

"All the food commis-
sioners of the country have 
been alerted. The process of 

collecting samples of spices 
has been started. The order 
has been given. In three to 
four days, samples will be 
collected from all the spice 
manufacturing units of the 
country," top government 
sources have said.

"Not just MDH and 
Everest, samples will be 
taken from all the spice man-
ufacturing companies. The 
report will come from the lab 
in about 20 days," they add-
ed.

Centre's Action After Indian 
Spice Brands Banned In 
Hong Kong, Singapore

Yechury seeks ECI action against PM for 'indulging in hate speech’
New Delhi : The Com-

munist Party of India (Marx-
ist) has written to the Chief 
Election Commissioner of 
India, Rajiv Kumar, urging 
proceedings against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
allegedly indulging in hate 
speech directed against a 
community, while cam-
paigning during the 2024 
Lok Sabha election.

Party General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury in a letter to 
Rajiv Kumar on Monday said 
that the PM has given 'highly 
inflammatory speech' while 
addressing a public meeting 
in Banswara, Rajasthan, on 
April 21 and it has been car-
ried in some newspapers on 
their front page.

The Left leader said:, 

"While addressing a public 
meeting in Banswara, Rajast-
han, on April 21, the Prime 
Minister alluding to Muslims 
reportedly also said that 
“should your hard-earned 
money be given to those with 
more children, infiltrators?”. 
.. the speech has been widely 
reported in mainstream me-
dia and social media outlets".

He said that targeting of 
any particular community is 
a total violation of Section 
123 (3) of the Representation 
of People’s Act and the Mod-
el Code of Conduct, adding, 
“This is as brazen as it could 
get in indulgence in hate 
speech directed against a 
community. We have earlier 
precedents of banning lead-
ers for such hate speeches”.

“We would urge upon the 
ECI to take cognizance of 
this latest complaint also and 
immediately launch proceed-
ings against Narendra Modi 
and the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty. An FIR also needs to be 
lodged against him for incit-
ing communal passions and 
hatred. Immediate action is 
called for to stop public de-
bates and discussions from 
plummeting further,” Ye-
chury said.

The CPI(M) leader said 
that any failure on the part of 
the ECI to take suitable ac-
tion will further undermine 
its credibility as an autono-
mous institution and lead to 
further vitiation of the envi-
ronment for a free and fair 
poll.

New Delhi : The Supreme Court to-
day fixed July 10 for finalising the legal 
issues related to a suit filed by the Tamil 
Nadu Government against the neighbour-
ing Kerala state over the construction of a 
mega parking project near the Mullaperi-

yar dam. A Bench headed by Justice A.S. 
Oka recorded Tamil Nadu’s objection to 
the findings of the Survey of India report 
on the parking project. In an affidavit filed 
by Tamil Nadu, represented by senior ad-
vocates V. Krishnamurthy, P. Wilson, G. 

Umapathy, and advocate D. Kumanan it 
was contented that the report filed by Sur-
vey of India is factually incorrect that the 
construction of the mega car parking is 
outside the leased area. The Court will 
hear the petition on July 10, 2024.

SC to hear TN Govt's suit against Kerala 
on mega parking project on July 10

Srinagar : National Conference 
Vice President Omar Abdullah on Mon-
day hit out at Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) President Mehbooba Mufti for 
joining the INDIA alliance just to get the 
seat. The former Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister is campaigning for his 
party candidate Mian Altaf who is con-
testing from Anantnag-Rajouri Parlia-
ment seat against Mehbooba Mufti, 
Democratic Progressive Azad Party 
(DPAP) Mohammad Saleem and Apni 
Party leader Zaffar Manhas.

“Mufti selfishly tried to get a seat 
through the doors of Peoples Alliance 
for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) and IN-
DIA alliance”, Omar said during a public 
rally at south Kashmir’s Kulgam district.

He said “If we were have been self-
ish than Congress and CPI(M) leader 
Taragami could have gone with the 
PDP”.“Let me accept for a minute that I 
am a selfish, is Taragami also selfish”.

The former CM said efforts are be-
ing made to create hatred among the 

people and to spread an atmosphere of 
fear in Kashmir valley.

The NC Vice President said that 
“there were no compulsions for NC to 
join the INDIA alliance or to fight elec-
tions together with congress and others. 
It was just as we were aware about the 
situation and the dangers we are facing”.

He said “our aim was never to get a 
seat but unfortunately some people had 
joined us who just worked to weight the 
alliance for the seat”.

Omar blamed Mufti for helping oth-
ers instead of the people who were in dire 
need of her to represent them during her 
tenure as Chief Minister.

“NC and Congress urged late Mufti 
Mohammad Sayed to accept their sup-
port to keep BJP out of Kashmir. How-
ever, Mufti Sayeed accused NC of trying 
to enter their government through back-
door”, he alleged.

Omar said that “in 2016 when Meh-
booba Mufti’s government was in sham-
bles, NC went to Raj Bhavan and urged 

the Governor not to allow breaking the 
government as NC was aware by such 
tactics of distorted manners what reper-
cussions it prevails on the people. Was 
that our selfishness?”, he questioned.

He said “In 2018, Mehbooba Mufti 
sent her party's leader Altaf Bukhari to us 
for our support, proposing as CM, it was 
Farooq Abdullah who swiftly endorsed 
and signed the document without hesita-
tion, was that our selfishness?”.

“We still remember your speeches 
when you said there is only Narendra 
Modi who can solve Kashmir's issue but 
where is the solution, is there anything 
left without catastrophe. Our identity 
and existence is in danger”, he said.

Omar said when Mufti could have 
represented the people of Kashmir in-
stead she jeered at them. People have not 
forgotten whom you rubbed the salt on 
their wounds. “What you did during 
your tenure as Chief Minister, bring 
some courage to apologize to the people 
for that”, the NC Vice President asked.

Srinagar : Apni Party 
led by Altaf Bukhari on 
Monday announced uncon-
ditional support to Peoples 
Conference Chairman Sajad 
Lone from Baramulla Par-
liamentary seat.

Lone had urged Bukhari 
on Saturday to extend sup-
port and defeat the National 
Conference from the Baram-
ulla Lok Sabha constituen-
cy.

Sajad Lone is contesting 
from Baramulla Parliamen-
tary seat against the National 
Conference Vice President 
Omar Abdullah.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Bukhari announced 
unconditional support to the 
PC chairman Lone in Sri-
nagar on Monday.

“Apni Party has decided 
to support Sajad Lone who is 
presenting new politics and I 
urge the people to vote Apni 
Party and its alliance part-
ners during the parliament 
election”, Bukhari said and 
added “I assure the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir that no-
body will be deceived”.

Spread over 18 assem-
bly segments, the Baramulla 
Lok Sabha seat would be 
one of the keenly watched 
contests as electoral dynam-
ics in the constituency have 
changed after delimitation.

“I urge people that there 
is a need to change the tradi-
tional and emotional politics 

in Kashmir valley. I believe 
somewhere we are also re-
sponsible for what happened 
on August 5, 2019. if we for-
get the past 70 years of wan-
derer politics but nobody 
can forget what happened in 
the last 5 years in the role of 
political leaders in Jammu 
and Kashmir”, Bukhari said.

He said the government 
of India abrogated Article 
370 by which the jobs of our 
youth were directly affected 
as these were to share with 
the other aspirants of India. 
There was land row as no 
outsider could purchase the 
land here so that the cultural 
and regional identity could 
be integrated.

“I met the PM and HM 
in daylight and brought the 
protection of jobs and land 

without asking people for 
any vote”, he said adding 
“we are not power hungry. 
But the traditional politi-
cians played an abusive role 
with the people even during 
these past five years”.

He said people have sent 
three National Conference 
members to the Parliament 
during these five years. But 
on August 5, 2019 when the 
article 370 was abrogated 
there were five members –
three NC and two PDP--
from Jammu and Kashmir, 
no one resigned. “If they 
could have resigned at that 
time, maybe the need to float 
the Apni Party could not 
have arisen”, he remarked.

“If they could have re-
signed, a message could 
have been sent to the world 

that members from Jammu 
and Kashmir in Indian Par-
liament are protesting 
against the abrogation of 
special status' ', he said.

“I suggest the traditional 
political leaders retire and 
let the people live peaceful-
ly”, Bukhari said and ap-
pealed “don’t put in the 
minds of youth that we have 
to fight 100 years of war”.

The AP President said 
“people don’t have to fight a 
war…our destiny has been 
decided in 1947 to live with 
India. 

I will repeatedly say that 
Delhi has caused us injuries 
and they will also provide 
treatment and the treatment 
neither we will get in Lon-
don nor in Washington or Is-
lamabad”, he added.

Mehbooba joined INDIA alliance 
just to get seat: Omar Abdullah

Bukhari’s Apni Party to support 
Sajad lone from Baramulla LS seat
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Bulandshahr (UP) : Ba-
hujan Samaj Party (BSP) su-
premo Mayawati on Mon-
day said that due to the 
casteist, communal, and 
capitalist thinking and poli-
cies of Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), the poor, tribals, 
Dalits and Muslims of the 
country have not been able to 
develop.

While addressing an 
election rally here in Secun-
derabad in support of party 
candidate Rajendra Solanki 
from the Gautam Buddha 
Nagar area and Girish Chan-
dra Jatav from Bulandshahr 
seats, Mayawati said that the 
outline of the Airport in Jew-
ar was formulated in her gov-
ernment of which the BJP is 
counting as its achievement.

She said that due to the 
casteist, communal, and cap-
italist thinking and policies 
of the BJP, the poor, tribals, 
Dalits, Muslims and other 
religious minorities of the 
entire country have never 
been able to develop. "The 
reservation quota for Dalits, 
tribals, and other backward 
classes in government jobs 
in the country has not been 
filled yet. Reservation in pro-
motion, especially for SC 
and ST government employ-

ees, is largely ineffective," 
she said.

The former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister said 
that farmers are also agitat-
ing because the agricultural 
policies of the BJP are not 
right. "Wrong economic pol-
icies are hurting the coun-
try's economy and the small 
business class is also facing a 
lot of trouble. Even the bor-
ders of the country are not 
safe," she said.

She said that for the last 
few years caste-based op-

pression of the Muslim com-
munity has been at its peak 
under the guise of Hindutva 
under the BJP governments 
in the states and at the centre 
due to which the condition of 
the Muslim community is 
worsening at every level.

Mayawati said that BJP's 
theatrics, rhetoric, or any 
other argument will not work 
because now the people of 
the country have understood 
that her party has made 
tempting promises and other 
empty papers of showing 

good days to the weak and 
middle class. "So far, not 
even one-fourth of the guar-
antee given has been com-
pleted in reality," she said.

She also took the Con-
gress party to task and said 
that since independence, 
there were governments of 
Congress and its allies in 
many states of the country 
and the centre, but in most 
the cases, due to their wrong 
policies and wrong working 
system, the party lost power 
and many other places.

Dalits, Muslims deprived of 
development due to BJP's policies: Mayawati

Agra (UP) :  Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Monday emphasised the cul-
tural significance of the Braj 
region with its deep-rooted 
connection to the revered 
Giriraj Maharaj and the Lord 
Krishna Kanhaiya and said 
that after Ayodhya and 
Kashi, it was Braj's turn for a 
face lift.

Addressing a election 
rally in Kirawali to seek 
votes for BJP Kisan Mor-
cha's national president sit-
ting MP from Fatehpur Sikri 
and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate Rajkumar 
Chahar, the CM said, "Ayod-
hya and Kashi have achieved 
their targets and now, its 
Braj's turn. No one will be 
able to deprive you of devel-
opment. An airport is being 
built in Agra while Ganga 
water is also available to the 
residents of the city."

He denounced the ac-
tions of Congress, Samajwa-
di Party (SP) and Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) accusing 
them of jeopardizing citi-
zens' safety by cosying up to 
mafia elements and appeas-
ing criminals.

Yogi underscored the 
collective duty of the resi-
dents to serve the nation, 
while assuring them that the 

era of neglecting their devel-
opmental needs was over 
and the future was bright.

He urged people to visit 
door to door to increase vot-
ing percentage, emphasising 
each individual's pivotal role 
in shaping the region's politi-
cal landscape.

Hitting out at the opposi-
tion for reading 'Fatiha' on 
the graves of mafias and 
gangsters, the CM appealed 
to people to give them a 
break of five years to contin-
ue doing so as much as they 
could. Asserting the power 
of democratic choice, he said 
that people would over-
whelmingly support the 'lo-
tus', effectively granting 

them a five-year sabbatical 
to reflect on their actions.

Drawing parallels be-
tween the spiritual sanctity 
of Ayodhya's Ram Lala and 
the end of mafias with 'Ram 
Naam Satya', he celebrated 
the fortuitous alignment of a 
BJP-led administration, em-
phasising its dedication to 
nationalist principles over 
divisive caste politics.

He criticised family-ori-
ented parties and those try-
ing to perpetuate caste-based 
divisions in society, arguing 
that such efforts only serve to 
weaken the fabric of the na-
tion.Yogi said that despite 
the Prime Minister's physi-
cal absence from Ayodhya 

on Ram Navami, his 
thoughts were wholly dedi-
cated to the sacred city.

He also mentioned the 
divine spectacle of Surya Ti-
lak of Lord Ram on the occa-
sion of Ram Navami, criti-
cising the opposition parties 
including Congress, SP, and 
BSP for questioning the very 
existence of Lord Ram and 
Krishna as part of their ap-
peasement politics.He said, 
"They spoke as though they 
had been born before life it-
self began on Earth. Howev-
er, owing to Prime Minister 
Modi's steadfastness, the 
temple of Ram Lalla was 
constructed in Ayodhya," he 
said.

Ayodhya, Kashi achieved their 
targets, now it's turn of Braj region: Yogi

Aligarh (UP) :  Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
said on Monday that Sama-
jwadi Party (SP), Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) and 
Congress neglected the de-
velopment of Aligarh, ma-
nipulated faith, tried to 
breach security and said 
that now is the chance to 
put 'Aligarh lock' on their 
fate and entrust the coun-
try's leadership to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for the third term.

Seeking votes in fa-
vour of Aligarh MP and 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate Satish 
Gautam and Anup Valmiki 
'Pradhan' from Hathras, 
the Chief Minister said, 
"By doing so, India will 
emerge as a major global 
power.

 The entire nation's 
voice is uniting with the 
Prime Minister's vision for 
a self-reliant and devel-
oped India. Echoes of 'Phir 
ek bar, Modi Sarkar, Abki 
bar 400 paar' are coming 
from all parts of the coun-

try."
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi was also present 
during this address. He 
urged the public to simply 
look for the lotus symbol 
and show appreciation for 
Modi's decade-long efforts 
by casting their vote.

Emphasising that the 
first phase of elections has 

been completed, Yogi said, 
"There was immense ex-
citement and enthusiasm 
among the people across 
102 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies. Prime Minister Mo-
di's decade-long contribu-
tions are garnering 
overwhelming support 
from the people. Opposi-
tion parties are unlikely to 

get even a single seat in Ut-
tar Pradesh. I urge voters 
to maintain this momen-
tum into the second and 
third phases as well."

He highlighted that the 
developmental initiatives, 
in addition to heritage 
preservation efforts and 
welfare schemes imple-
mented over the past de-

cade are unparalleled and 
praiseworthy. "We have all 
been granted the chance to 
play a significant role in 
shaping India into a devel-
oped nation," he said.

The Chief Minister 
said that Prime Minister 
Modi has fulfilled the 
long-standing demands of 
the people of Aligarh and 
Hathras. "Living up to the 
expectations of the com-
mon people, Prime Minis-
ter Modi himself came 
here to set up a university 
in the name of the great 
freedom fighter Raja Ma-
hendra Pratap Singh. Now 
the university is ready and 
the session has also start-
ed," he said.

He said, "Aligarh has 
also got the Defence Cor-
ridor.

 The Surya Tilak cere-
mony for Lord Ram was 
conducted in Ayodhya on 
Ram Navami. Prime Min-
ister Modi has blessed us 
with these extraordinary 
opportunities, bringing 
both joy and pride."

Put 'Aligarhi lock' on the 
fate of Cong, SP, BSP: Yogi

Shivamogga :  Karna-
taka Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah has announced that 
the investigation into the 
tragic murder case of Neha 
Hiremath in Hubballi will 
be handed over to the Corps 
of Detectives (CoD) for a 
thorough probe.

Addressing the media 
here on Monday, Siddara-
maiah stated, "The case will 
be handed over to CoD for 
investigation. A special 
court will be set up, and the 
trial will be conducted in a 
time-bound manner."

The tragic incident has 
sent shockwaves across the 
region, prompting swift ac-
tion from the state govern-
ment to ensure that justice is 
served.

On BJP's allegations 
that the CM has not paid a 
visit to Neha's family at 
Hubballi till now, Siddara-
maiah stated that the Law 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister HK Patil has al-
ready visited them along 
with Congress party work-
ers and leaders.

"I will meet the parents 
when I go to Dharwad," he 
said, emphasising that the 
state government is deeply 
committed to the investiga-
tion and takes the matter 

very seriously.
Additionally, Siddara-

maiah reached out to Din-
galeshwar Mahaswami and 
urged him to withdraw his 
candidature from the Dhar-
wad Lok Sabha constituen-
cy. He requested the spiri-
tual leader to extend his 
support to the Congress 
party instead.

"I have requested Din-
galeshwar Mahaswami to 
withdraw his candidature 
from Dharwad Lok Sabha 
constituency and support 
Congress," Siddaramaiah 
told reporters here.

Dingaleshwar Mahas-
wami's response to this re-
quest remains awaited, and 
it will be interesting to see 
how this development im-
pacts the political landscape 

in Karnataka. The Dharwad 
Lok Sabha constituency is 
expected to witness intense 
competition, and any shift 
in support could have sig-
nificant implications.

Siddaramaiah also de-
fended the ruling party's re-
cent advertisement cam-
paign against the BJP and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The campaign de-
picts the BJP's contribution 
to the state and Kannadigas 
as zero or 'chembu,' mean-
ing an empty pot.

"The Modi rule has 
been a total failure as the 
BJP has not implemented 
any of its promises during 
the last 10 years. We strong-
ly condemn the step-moth-
erly attitude of the Centre 
and Modi against Karnata-

ka," he said.
He further emphasised 

that the BJP should first rec-
tify the injustice in the de-
volution of funds and grant 
approvals to all pending 
projects before criticizing 
the Congress party's cam-
paign.

Siddaramaiah also de-
nounced BJP National Pres-
ident JP Nadda's statement 
accusing the Congress of 
being the fountainhead of 
corruption. He countered 
the allegations by labeling 
the BJP as a washing ma-
chine, claiming that those 
facing Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), Income Tax 
(IT) raids, and corruption 
charges often find refuge in 
the BJP, leading to their 
cases being "washed off.

Expressing skepticism 
over the BJP's claims of 
honesty and integrity, he 
questioned the absence of 
ED and IT raids against 
prominent BJP leaders.

He specifically men-
tioned names like BS Yedi-
yurappa, BY Vijayendra, 
Shobha Karandlaje, R 
Ashok, and Basavaraj Bom-
mai, asking why investiga-
tions are not taking place 
against them if they are tru-
ly non-corrupt.

Neha murder case to be handed 
over to CoD: CM Siddaramaiah

Hyderabad : Union 
Minister and BJP Telangana 
President G Kishan Reddy 
asserted that there is no alter-
native leader to Modi within 
the opposition parties.

During an election cam-
paign held at Amberpet in the 
city on Monday, Reddy 
praised Modi's decade-long 
commitment to serving the 
nation without a single day 
off. He urged the electorate 
to re-elect Modi as Prime 
Minister, emphasising his 
leadership qualities and ded-
ication.

Reddy highlighted Mo-

di's efforts in ensuring the 
welfare of the country during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including the distribution of 
free rice to prevent hunger. 
He emphasised Modi's vi-
sion for the nation, citing 
achievements ranging from 
sanitation initiatives to space 
exploration with Chandray-
aan.

Under Modi's leader-
ship, Reddy noted, the coun-
try has experienced peace 
and stability, with no in-
stances of mafia or hooligan-
ism, curfews, or riots. He 
emphasised the importance 

of entrusting the nation's 
safety to Modi.Reddy also 
criticised the performance of 
regional leaders, citing the 
absence of Telangana former 
Chief Minister KCR from of-
fice during his tenure and ac-
cusing the Congress of fail-
ing to fulfill its promises to 
the people of the state.In urg-
ing voters to support Modi's 
leadership once again, Red-
dy emphasised the need to 
strengthen the BJP's pres-
ence and solicited their 
blessings for his own candi-
dacy as MP of Secunder-
abad.

No alternative leader to Modi in 
opposition parties: Kishan Reddy

Bengaluru :  The Pu-
lakeshi Nagar police have 
registered an FIR under sev-
eral sections of the Indian 
Penal Code in the Kannada 
actor Harshika Poonacha 
assault case.

A shocking incident had 
surfaced in Pulakeshi 
Nagar, formerly known as 
Frazer Town, where the ac-
tor and her husband Bhuvan 
Ponnanna were allegedly 
assaulted by a group of indi-
viduals at a restaurant's 
parking lot, reportedly for 
speaking in Kannada.

The incident occurred 
on April 2 but gained public 
attention after Poonacha 
shared a video of the assault 
on April 19.

The police have regis-

tered an FIR under several 
sections of the Indian Penal 
Code. The sections invoked 
include mischief causing 
damage (Section 427), 
wrongful restraint (Section 
341), unlawful assembly 
(Section 143), attempt to 
robbery (Section 393), and 
voluntarily causing hurt 
(Section 323).

Addressing the delay in 
filing the complaint, Pon-
nanna explained that they 
initially overlooked the in-
cident but decided to take 
action following sugges-
tions from their well-wish-
ers. He clarified that their 
primary concern is for the 
safety and well-being of the 
general public and is not 
motivated by any political 

agenda.According to Pon-
nanna's account narrated to 
the Bengaluru City Police 
Commissioner B Dayanan-
da, the altercation began 
when a stranger at the Kara-
ma restaurant's parking lot 
picked a fight with him for 
speaking in Kannada. The 
situation quickly escalated 
as a group of 20-30 people, 
speaking in Hindi, Dakkhini 
Urdu, and broken Kannada, 
joined in the altercation.

Poonacha attempted to 
call a police officer for assis-
tance, but the gang allegedly 
assaulted him, attempted to 
snatch his gold chain and 
mobile phone, and then fled 
the scene. Despite reporting 
the incident to an assistant 
sub-inspector near a 

mosque, they were directed 
to proceed to the nearest po-
lice station to file an official 
complaint.

Expressing her con-
cerns over the safety of 
speaking Kannada in Kar-
nataka, Poonacha ques-
tioned the current state of 
affairs, asking whether they 
are living in Pakistan or Af-
ghanistan due to such inci-
dents. She emphasized the 
need for safety and respect 
for all languages and cul-
tures in society.

The incident has 
sparked outrage among the 
public, with many demand-
ing strict action against the 
perpetrators to ensure such 
incidents do not recur in the 
future.

Bengaluru police registers FIR in 
Kannada actor Harshika assault case

Dehra ( Kangra ) :  Himachal 
Pradesh Congress Spokesperson Sapan 
Sood on Monday alleged that the Pow-
er-hungry BJP has politically disrobed 
the Constitution by resorting to an un-
democratic process for the election to 
Rajya Sabha and Chandigarh Mayor 
posts.

Sood in a statement blamed the BJP 
for hatching a conspiracy to destabilize 
the Congress government led by Chief 
Minister Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, 
who had a majority, by transacting 

crores of rupees with the help of the 
MLAs expelled from the Congress par-
ty. The expelled Congress MLAs joined 
the BJP and are now contesting the by-
elections being held for six assembly 
seats of the state.

He described Chief Minister Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu's statement to save 
democracy from the hands of the BJP in 
the interest of the country and the state,

as a holistic statement.
Sood demanded the Election Com-

mission that the entire expenditure of 

the by-elections being held for six As-
sembly seats be recovered from the BJP 
as the need for the by-election arose due 
to the alleged conspiracy of the BJP.

The Congress leader said the BJP 
leaders should clarify where they had 
disappeared during the natural calamity 
that hit the state in June last year leaving 
the people of the state in a lurch.He said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
calls Himachal Pradesh his home, 
turned a blind eye to the loss of life and 
property in the state during the tragedy. 

BJP has politically disrobed Constitution : Congress
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‘308 hectares on South-
ern Ridge still en-
croached upon’
New Delhi : The forest de-
partment has notified the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) that around 308 
hectares of land in the 
Southern Ridge area are 
still encroached upon. In a 
recent report submitted to 
the tribunal, the depart-
ment mentioned its lack of 
encroachment data for 
other forest areas and 
ridge areas in Delhi and 
requested four weeks' 
time to identify the en-
croached areas.Dated 
April 18, the report stated, 
"The department is col-
laborating with other 
land-owning agencies and 
departments to gather en-
croachment details on for-
est land under their 
possession."Delhi encom-
passes four primary ridge 
areas, covering approxi-
mately 7,784 hectares in 
total. Earlier this year, the 
NGT initiated suo-moto 
action after a media report 
highlighted encroachment 
issues nationwide, 
prompting the tribunal to 
request reports from states 
on the matter.Subsequent 
to an NGT directive to 
eliminate encroachments 
from the Southern Ridge, 
the forest department has 
been conducting anti-en-
croachment campaigns in 
the region since 2019. As 
per the report submitted to 
the NGT on April 18, ap-
proximately 91.1 hectares 
out of the total encroach-
ments spanning around 
398.6 hectares have been 
cleared thus far. Encroach-
ments have been identi-
fied across 19 villages.

Cong names Subhash Cho-
pra as poll committee chief
New Delhi: Deepak 
Babaria, the Congress' 
Delhi in-charge, disclosed 
that former MLA Subhash 
Chopra would lead the 
party's election manage-
ment and coordination 
committee for the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha polls in 
Delhi. Chopra will helm 
an 18-member committee 
responsible for supervis-
ing campaign activities 
for the elections.Delhi 
Congress chief Arvinder 
Singh Lovely praised 
Chopra's extensive expe-
rience in strategizing for 
parliamentary elections, 
noting that his expertise 
would greatly contribute 
to effectively managing 
the Lok Sabha elections in 
Delhi.

9 years after arrest, 
first pic of don Chhota 
Rajan from Tihar is out
New Delhi:  After nearly a 
decade since his dramatic 
arrest at Bali airport and 
subsequent extradition to 
India, the first photograph 
of underworld don Chhota 
Rajan has emerged, de-
picting him in good health.
Currently incarcerated in 
a high-security cell in Jail 
No. 2 of Tihar Jail, the re-
lease of this photograph 
has put to rest rumors sur-
rounding Rajan's purport-
ed demise during the Co-
vid pandemic or his 
ill-health. However, its 
dissemination has also re-
ignited concerns within 
intelligence circles about 
potential threats to Rajan's 
safety in prison.Chhota 
Rajan remains under 
threat from adversaries 
such as Dawood Ibrahim 
and Chhota Shakeel, with 
the latter allegedly issuing 
threats of harm to him 
while in jail on multiple 
occasions. Since his extra-
dition to India in October 
2015, Rajan has been 
housed in Tihar Jail, yet 
the prison administration 
has never officially com-
mented on his status.In 
May 2020, a fellow in-
mate accused of rape con-
tracted the virus while in-
carcerated, and Bihar's 
notorious mafia don-
turned-politician Sha-
habuddin succumbed to it. 
Despite these incidents, 
authorities have remained 
tight-lipped about Rajan's 
well-being.During the 
1990s, Rajan played a 
central role in the under-
world, particularly during 
the peak of D-Company's 
influence.

Briefs :

New Delhi : The Delhi 
High Court on Monday dis-
missed a petition filed by a 
law student seeking “ex-
traordinary interim bail” for 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal in all criminal cases 
registered against him in 
connection with the alleged 
irregularities in the now-
scrapped 2021-22 Delhi ex-
cise policy and imposed a 
fine of Rs 75,000on the peti-
tioner.

A bench comprising 
acting Chief Justice Man-
mohan and Justice Man-
meet Pritam Singh Arora 
said that the plea was not 
maintainable since the peti-
tioner, a law student who 
filed it on behalf of “We the 
People of India”, had not 
challenged judicial orders 
under which Kejriwal was 
in custody.

The bench said that the 
court in writ jurisdiction 
cannot grant “extraordinary 
interim bail” in pending 
cases initiated against a per-
son holding high office.

The court also said that 
the plea is non-maintain-
able as Arvind Kejriwal is 
in judicial custody in pursu-
ance of judicial orders 
which have not been chal-
lenged.

The petitioner said that 
Delhi was being adminis-

tered in a headless manner, 
and since Kejriwal has cho-
sen not to resign despite his 
arrest, his government and 
Cabinet ministers “are in a 
jammed mode.

The plea said Kejriwal 
is required to issue orders 
and directions on different 
issues and problems daily, 
which is impossible from 
judicial custody.

The petitioner also said 
that Kejriwal is confined in 
Tihar Jail with “hardcore 
criminals” facing prosecu-
tion in cases such as rape, 
dacoity, murder, and bomb 
blasts so his life is also at 
risk.

The bench said Kejriw-
al has the means to exercise 
his legal rights and that he 
has approached the Su-
preme Court against the 
high court’s order rejecting 
his plea for release.

Senior advocate Rahul 
Mehra, who appeared for 
Kejriwal, called the plea an 
“ambush and said his client 
has taken steps to enforce 
and protect his legal rights.

Kejriwal was arrested 
on March 21 in connection 
with a money laundering 
case related to alleged ir-
regularities in Delhi's New 
excise policy. He was sent 
to six-day ED custody.

On March 23, Kejriwal 
approached the high court 
saying that his arrest was 
politically motivated and 
violates his fundamental 
rights.

The high court on April 
9 rejected his plea saying 
that ED has “sufficient” ma-
terial to justify Kejriwal’s 
arrest.Kejriwal then chal-
lenged the Delhi High Court 
order in the Supreme Court.

The Apex Court will 
hear Kejriwal’s plea chal-
lenging his arrest on April 
29. It may be noted that Ke-
jriwal has not filed any bail 
application in any court so 
far.

Delhi HC dismisses law student's plea 
seeking 'extraordinary interim bail' for Kejriwal

  

 
 

 
 

New Delhi : Alleg-
ing that the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
has misled the court 
about consulting spe-
cialists from AIIMS 
over whether Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal needs insulin, 
Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader Atishi on 
Monday asserted that 
CM’s diet chart was also 
not prepared by a spe-
cialist but by a dietician.

Addressing a press 
conference here, Atishi 
said, “ED and jail ad-
ministration openly lied 
in the court and misled 
the country regarding 
Arvind Kejriwal’s visit 
to AIIMS and his chart. 
They said specialists 
from AIIMS were con-
sulted and they have 
said that no insulin is 
needed.”

ED misled court on Kejriwal’s insulin requirement, alleges Atishi

“The diet chart they pre-
sented in the court was not pre-
pared by an endocrinologist or 
diabetologist, but by a dietician. 
We all know that dieticians are 
not MBBS doctors,” she said.

“On the basis of that diet 
cart, they have been saying in 
court that Kejriwal does not 
need insulin," Atishi alleged.

Kejriwal on Friday filed an 
appeal in the court seeking con-
sultation with his physician but 
this was opposed by BJP’s ED 
and the jail administration, the 
Delhi Minister claimed.

New Delhi: The Rouse 
Avenue court in Delhi has 
deferred its decision on the 
bail plea filed by Bharatiya 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
leader K Kavitha concern-
ing a CBI case linked to the 
excise policy matter. Spe-
cial Judge Kaveri Baweja 
has scheduled May 2 for 
the pronouncement of the 
verdict.

In the plea, it is assert-
ed that the ruling party at 
the Centre is exploiting in-
vestigative agencies to 
publicly implicate the peti-
tioner in the Delhi excise 
policy, potentially paving 
the way for further coer-
cive measures against her. 
However, the petitioner 
contends that there is no 
substance to these allega-
tions and believes that the 
investigation is solely 
aimed at tarnishing her im-
age and that of her father, 
the former Chief Minister 
of Telangana, for political 
gain in the upcoming 2024 
general elections.

BRS leader K Kavitha 
was taken into custody by 
the Central Bureau of In-

vestigation (CBI) last 
week, while she was al-
ready in judicial custody in 
connection with the En-
forcement Directorate 
(ED) case.

 Advocate Nitesh 
Rana, along with Deepak 
Nagar and Mohit Rao, rep-
resented K Kavitha in 
court.

The CBI, in its remand 
application, argued that 
Kavitha Kalvakuntla's ar-
rest was necessary for her 
custodial interrogation to 
uncover the larger conspir-
acy behind the formulation 
and execution of the Ex-
cise Policy and to trace the 
money trail of illicitly ac-

quired funds.
Earlier, the Directorate 

of Enforcement (ED) had 
arrested K Kavitha, a 
Member of the Legislative 
Council (MLC) in the 
Telangana Legislative 
Council, in connection 
with the alleged liquor pol-
icy scam. 

The CBI inquiry was 
initiated based on the rec-
ommendations of a report 
by the Delhi Chief Secre-
tary, which highlighted 
prima facie violations of 
various acts and rules re-
lated to the excise policy.

Both the ED and the 
CBI alleged irregularities 
in the modification of the 

Excise case: Delhi court reserves order on 
BRS leader K Kavitha's bail plea in CBI case

excise policy, favoritism to-
wards license holders, im-
proper fee waivers, and un-
authorized extensions of li-
censes.

 These actions purport-

edly led to financial losses to 
the exchequer, with alleged 
diversions of funds to ac-
cused officials and falsifica-
tion of records to evade de-
tection.

New Delhi: The Tihar 
administration clarified on 
Sunday that senior spe-
cialists from AIIMS pro-
vided online consultation 
to Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, following alle-
gations from AAP that he 
was not receiving ade-
quate medical care as part 
of a supposed conspiracy 
by the Centre to harm him.

In a statement released 
by Tihar authorities, it was 
affirmed that after a thor-
ough consultation, Kejri-
wal was reassured that 
there were no serious con-
cerns rgarding his health. 
He was advised to contin-
ue with his prescribed 
medication, which would 
be monitored and re-
viewed regularly.

The statement came 
amidst protests by senior 
AAP members outside the 
prison, with Delhi minis-
ter Saurabh Bharadwaj 
highlighting a letter from 
Tihar Jail's director-gener-
al requesting AIIMS for a 
diabetologist, contradict-
ing claims by the central 
government and Tihar 
about the availability of 
sufficient medical facili-
ties for Kejriwal inside the 
jail.Tihar authorities clari-
fied that the issue of insu-
lin was neither raised by 
Kejriwal nor suggested by 
the doctors during the con-
sultation. Kejriwal's wife, 

Sunita, had arranged the 
video consultation with a 
senior specialist from AI-
IMS, lasting around 40 
minutes, during which 
Kejriwal's complete medi-
cal records were provided, 
including glucose moni-
toring data, dietary details, 
and medication informa-
tion.Earlier in the day, 
Bharadwaj accused the 
central government of 
plotting to harm Kejriwal 
by denying him adequate 
medical treatment, sug-
gesting that organ failure 
could occur without prop-
er care. He criticized the 
Tihar administration's re-
port, claiming that random 
sugar measurements were 
meaningless and accusing 
them of deliberately con-
cealing Kejriwal's health 
status.Protests outside Ti-
har, led by cabinet minis-
ter Atishi and MLA San-
jeev Jha, demanded 
insulin for Kejriwal, alleg-
ing a conspiracy against 
him. Responding to these 
claims, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva 
dismissed them as politi-
cal drama, stating that Ke-
jriwal's health was stable 
as he did not request insu-
lin during the consulta-
tion, and asserting that 
Delhiites were poised to 
reject the AAP-Congress 
alliance in the upcoming 
elections.

Delhi CM Kejriwal's Health Not 
Serious; AAP Protests at Jail
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Editorial
Who has the right to be the Prime Minister of this coun-

try? BJP has been in power at the center for the last 10 years 
and as it is recognized as the largest political party in the 
world, the election manifesto of this party attracts the atten-
tion of not only the country but also the world. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP 
National President J. P. Nadda is the high command of BJP. 
His views and stance are reflected in the party's election 
manifesto. BJP was formed in 1980 and the party contested 
its first Lok Sabha election in 1984. BJP's election manifesto 
released from that year is a subject of study. The ideological 
meeting of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and Jan Sangh 
and their program is the core of BJP's election manifesto. It 
can be seen from the last 10 years of administration that the 
Modi government has carried out the work of completing 
the agenda of the Sangh-Jana Sangh in a phased manner.

But the opposition party is shouting that 30 lakh posts 
are vacant in government jobs. There is no mention of it in 
BJP's resolution. In the promise given earlier, it was said that 
2 crore jobs will be provided every year, but no one is talking 
about this. It is said in the resolution that global hubs will be 
created in various fields. But 2047 is a dream after 23 years. 
No one says how many jobs have been created through PM 
Vishwakarma, Mudra, Make in India, Made in India, Start 
Up India schemes etc. The resolution does not say how many 
smart cities have been built in the country in the last ten 
years. The BJP's resolution is Modi's guarantee, the party 
emphasizes. In the manifesto of the party in 2014, the word 
Modi was used 3 times, in this year's manifesto it is 65 times. 
The 2009 manifesto had pictures of Vajpayee, Advani and 
Rajnath Singh on the cover. In 2014, 10 prominent leaders 
along with Modi were featured on the front page. In 2019, 
only Modi's photo was on the resolution. In 2024, Modi and 
Nadda are seen behind him. The 2009 manifesto promised 
good governance, development and security. The manifesto 
of 2014 said 'Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat'. The 2024 resolu-
tion says 'Phir Ek Bar Modi Sarkar' along with 'Modi Ki 
Guarantee' on the cover.

Most importantly, the Modi government has been suc-
cessful in preventing terrorist incidents or activities in the 
country in the last ten years. The main reason for this is the 
provenance of the security forces and the modern weaponry. 
However, it cannot be said that there has been 100 percent 
success in preventing infiltration from the country's borders. 
The promise to set up 14 new integrated check posts by 2024 
has not been fulfilled. The fact that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi effectively raised the issue of terrorism on the interna-
tional platform and all major countries responded positively 
to it at the global level, it has to be called a great success of 
the Modi government.

The Union Home Ministry has recently released a statis-
tic. In 2018, there were 228 incidents of terrorism in Jammu 
and Kashmir, 43 in 2023. 189 encounters took place in Kash-
mir 5 years ago, 48 last year. The defense budget of the coun-
try has been increased to 6.21 lakh crore this year. India bor-
ders seven countries namely Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bhutan, 
Nepal, China, Myanmar and Bangladesh. Their length is 
15,106.7 km. In 2018, the work of smart fencing started on 
the India-Pakistan border. Fencing work on the border of 
Myanmar started this year. 5223 km so far. I. The work is 
done.

When the BJP contested its first elections in 1984, its 
manifesto promised to abrogate Article '370' of the Constitu-
tion, which gave special privileges to Jammu and Kashmir. 
It was completed by the Modi government in 2019. In the 
1996 elections, the Modi government had promised to give 
reservation to the economically weaker sections, which was 
implemented in 2019. In 1989 election, BJP had promised to 
implement 'Uniform Civil Act', in 2024 BJP government 
started its implementation in Uttarakhand and showed a 
glimpse that 'Uniform Civil Act' will be implemented in the 
country in next 5 years. In 1991, BJP had said in its mani-
festo to build a grand Ram temple in Ayodhya. In 2024, the 
Modi government made the dream of crores of people of the 
country come true. In 1991, BJP had said to bring the 'Citi-
zenship Amendment Act'. It was implemented in 2024.

On November 9, 2019, the Supreme Court allowed the 
construction of a Ram temple in Ayodhya. On February 5, 
2020, Prime Minister Modi announced the formation of the 
'Ram Janmabhoomi Trust' to build the Ram Temple. The 
foundation stone was laid on August 5, 2020. On January 22, 
2024, the statue of Ramlalla was inaugurated. Lakhs of Ram 
devotees visited Ramlalla on 17th April on Ram Navami.

On December 10, 2019, the 'Citizenship Amendment 
Bill' was introduced and passed in the Lok Sabha and the 
next day in the Rajya Sabha. On December 12, 2019, the 
'CAA' Act was enacted. It came into effect from 11 March 
2024. Before December 31, 2014, non-Muslims from Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan became eligible for Indi-
an citizenship. Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, 
Christians from 3 countries can now get citizenship of India.

On August 5, 2019, Parliament decided to repeal Article 
'370' and '35' (A) applicable to Jammu and Kashmir. This 
region was divided into Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 
The government's decision was upheld by the Supreme 
Court after 4 years i.e. on 11 December 2023.

The issue of 'one country, one election' is on BJP's agen-
da. Atal Bihari Vajpayee and LK Advani also felt that Lok 
Sabha and Assembly elections should be held simultane-
ously. In 1999, during the Vajpayee government, a report 
was submitted in this regard. On September 2, 2023, the 
Modi government appointed a committee headed by former 
President Ram Nath Kovind. The committee submitted an 
18,626-page report to the government on 14 March 2014. 
The committee approached 62 political parties on the issue 
of holding Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections together. 
47 parties presented their position. 32 parties expressed 
positive opinions. 15 parties opposed.

A bill providing 33 percent reservation for women in 
Parliament and Legislature was introduced in Parliament in 
1996. After almost 27 years, this bill was introduced and ap-
proved by the Modi government on 20 September 2023 in 
Parliament. It was signed by the President on 28 September 
2023. Women's reservation will come into effect after 2029. 
In the last 8 years, the Modi government has succeeded in 
saving Rs 2 lakh crore, which was distributed to the wrong 
people. Also, the government has declared 10 persons like 
Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi, who defrauded the banks of more 
than 40 thousand crores as fugitives. His property worth Rs 
15 thousand crores has been seized.

Ayodhya to Zhanki Hai, Kashi, Mathura Baki Hai. Such 
an announcement was made to give an edge to the agenda of 
Hindutva. But Kashi, Mathura are not mentioned in the reso-
lution. Every person above 70 years will be brought under 
Ayushman Yojana, free ration will be given to 80 crore poor 
by 2029, houses will be given to 3 crore poor, 'One country, 
one election' and uniform electoral roll system will be intro-
duced. BJP has prepared the manifesto 'Viksit Bharat 2047' 
after considering the 1.5 lakh suggestions received from the 
public.

Once again...!

The Department of Legal Affairs, Minis-
try of Law and Justice, organised a day-long 
Conference on Saturday, the 20th April, 2024 
on the theme of 'India's Progressive Path in 
the Administration of Criminal Justice Sys-
tem' at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, 
Janpath, New Delhi. The Conference was at-
tended by a large audience and eminent guests 
comprising of judges of various High Courts, 
President and Vice President and Members of 
ITAT, advocates, academicians, representa-
tives of law enforcement agencies, police of-
ficials, public prosecutors, District Judges 
and other officials and law students.

The Conference was set on the backdrop 
of the  enactment of three  Criminal Laws, 
namely Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023, 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 2023 
and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam 2023 giv-
en their being brought into effect from 1st 
July , 2024.

The Chief Justice of India, Dr. Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud graced the occasion as the 
Chief Guest. The other dignitaries who were 
present were Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Min-
ister of State (Independent Charge) for the 
Ministry of Law and Justice, Shri R. Venkata-
ramani, Ld. Attorney General for India, Shri 
Tushar Mehta, Ld. Solicitor General of India 
and Shri S. K. G. Rahate Secretary, Depart-
ment of Justice in the Ministry of Law & Jus-
tice.

At the outset, Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Addi-
tional Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, 
outlined the objectives of the Conference and 
briefly highlighted the importance of the 
three Laws, which symbolise a break from the 
shackles of colonial legal legacy.

In his welcome address, Dr. Rajiv Mani, 
Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Min-
istry of Law and Justice, highlighted the 
background of the enactment of the  three 
criminal laws and how it unshackles the legal 
structure and framework created by the Brit-
ishers and meant to perpetuate the British rule 
in India on the ostentatious ground of estab-
lishing Rule of Law. The existing criminal 
laws which trace their origin to the colonial 
era need to come out and define the State- 
Citizen relationship not based on colonial 
prejudices and practices but on the principles 
of access of justice to all . The three laws have 
hence been enacted to overhaul the criminal 
justice system in the country to make it citi-
zen-centric .

Delivering his keynote address, the Chief 
Justice of India, Dr. Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud said that  the new Bharatiya Nagrik 
Suraksha Sanhita(BNSS) provides a holistic 

approach to deal with crimes in the digital 
age. The BNSS also stipulates that criminal 
trials must be completed in three years, and 
judgments must be pronounced within 45 
days of being reserved. This would help in 
clearing the vast backlogs and faster delivery 
of justice. The Hon'ble CJI particularly men-
tioned that it is very heartening to notice that 
Section 530 of the BNSS allows all trials, in-
quiries, and proceedings may be conducted in 
electronical mode, which is in keeping with 
the need of the present time. He also invited 
attention to the importance of protecting pri-
vacy in the digital age, especially when deal-
ing with the digitisation of proceedings and of 
matters pertaining to digital evidence.

The Chief Justice of India further high-
lighted that while the three criminal laws cre-
ate provisions which are synchronised to our 
times, there is a need for creation of adequate 
infrastructure for all stakeholders to derive 
benefit from these laws fully. He highlighted 
the creation of digital court infrastructure to 
create technologically equipped court sys-
tems for efficient case management for all. 
The CJI concluded by stating that laws and 
their implementation are an ever-evolving 
area. There is no finality to any law or the 
manner of its implementation. However, one 
must be willing to embrace positive changes 
to meet the needs of the times.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Arjun 
Ram Meghwal, Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge), Ministry of Law and Justice 
pointed out the need for changes in the Crimi-
nal Justice system, which was initially 
brought into effect from the perspective of 
colonial rulers and lacked Indian spirit and 
ethos.

Other speakers who addressed the Con-
ference included Shri R. Venkataramani, Ld. 
Attorney General for India, and Shri Tushar 
Mehta, Ld. Solicitor General of India and Shri 
S. K. G. Rahate, Secretary, Department of 
Justice, Ministry of Law & Justice Shri Ven-
kataramani, Ld. Attorney General for India 
stressed on the importance of willingness and 
commitment to change is essential for build-
ing a dynamic legal system. Shri Tushar Meh-
ta, Ld. Solicitor General of India, spoke about 
the historical necessity of change and the 
need for visionary leadership to appreciate 
and bring about such changes. He highlighted 
landmark provisions of the three Criminal 
Laws and how they would revolutionise the 
Criminal Justice System.

Shri S. K. G. Rahate, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Justice, Ministry of Law & Justice, 
said that there is a need for the creation of a 
unified justice delivery system based on e-
courts, adoption of AI-based technology, etc. 
to ensure effective implementation of the 
three new Criminal Laws.

The Conference comprised three techni-
cal sessions on Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
2023, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
2023 and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 
2023 respectively. These sessions explored 
the legislation's impact on new age crimes, 
procedural changes affecting the judiciary 
and law enforcement agencies, and the piv-
otal role of evidence admissibility in the legal 
process.

The first Technical Session held in-depth 
discussions on adopting a comparative ap-
proach to assess the implementation of 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023 (BNS) and ad-
dressing futuristic needs. The session was 

chaired by Hon'ble Justice Anoop Kumar 
Mendiratta, Judge, Delhi High Court.

The second Technical Session delved 
into the ramifications of the procedural 
changes introduced by the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita 2023 (BNSS) and how the 
judicial and police officers are to deal with 
them and its practical implications for the 
functioning of the judiciary and law enforce-
ment agencies. Hon'ble Justice Ashwani Ku-
mar Mishra, Judge, Allahabad High Court, 
chaired the session.

The third Technical Session discussed the 
salient aspects of Bharatiya Sakshya Adhini-
yam 2023 (BSA), like recognising electronic 
and digital documents/evidence, facilitating 
electronic summons etc. Hon'ble Justice C. 
D. Singh, Judge, Delhi High Court, chaired 
the session. The event concluded with a vale-
dictory session graced by Hon'ble Justice P. S. 
Narasimha, Judge, Supreme Court of India as 
the Chief Guest. Also, Hon'ble Justice Sanjay 
Karol, Judge Supreme Court and Hon'ble 
Mrs. Justice Rekha Palli, Judge, Delhi High 
Court, Shri Chetan Sharma, Ld. Additional 
Solicitor General, Delhi High Court and Ms. 
Chhaya Sharma, Special Commissioner 
(Trg) of Delhi Police were Guests of Honour. 
In his address, Hon'ble Justice P. S. Narasim-
ha emphasized on the need of putting in place 
an institutional mechanism for successful 
implementation of the three  criminal laws. 
Hon'ble Justice Sanjay Karol expressed opti-
mism that the focus of BNS on technology 
and its citizen centric approach would ensure 
timely and effective dispensation of justice. 
Hon'ble Mrs. Justice Rekha Palli stated that 
the new acts provide clear definitions, ensure 
accessibility, and promote gender equality. 
Shri Chetan Sharma, Ld ASG highlighted 
that the new laws are a transition from the co-
lonial legacies towards a system of justice 
based on Dharma and Bharatiya values. Ms. 
Chhaya Sharma, Special Commissioner 
(Trg) of Delhi Police underscored the trans-
formative potential of the new laws and the 
initiatives to train the police officers. She wel-
comed the provisions in the law regarding 
compulsory videography during any search 
and seizure and the distinction made between 
organized and unorganized crime.

Dr. Rajiv Mani, Secretary, Department of 
Legal Affairs summed up the deliberations of 
the technical sessions and highlighted the 
points which emerged therefrom. The Vale-
dictory Session concluded with a vote of 
thanks by Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Additional 
Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs.

‘India's Progressive Path in the 
Administration of Criminal Justice System’

EPFO’s provisional pay-
roll data released on 20th 
April, 2024 highlights that 
EPFO has added 15.48 lakh 
net members in the month of 
February, 2024.

The data indicates that 
around 7.78 lakh new mem-
bers have been enrolled dur-
ing February, 2024. A notice-
able aspect of the data is the 
dominance of the 18-25 age 
group, constituting a signifi-
cant 56.36% of the total new 
members added in February 
2024 indicating the majority 
of individuals joining the or-
ganized workforce are 
youth, primarily first-time 
job seekers.

The payroll data high-
lights that approximately 
11.78 lakh members exited 
and subsequently rejoined 
EPFO. These members 
switched their jobs and re-
joined the establishments 
covered under the ambit of 
EPFO and opted to transfer 
their accumulations instead 

of applying for final settle-
ment thus, safeguarding 
long-term financial well-be-
ing and extending their so-
cial security protection.

Gender-wise analysis of 
payroll data unveils that out 
of 7.78 lakh new members, 
around 2.05 lakh are new fe-
male members. Also, the net 
female member addition 
during the month stood at 
around 3.08 lakh. The female 
member addition is indica-
tive of a broader shift to-
wards a more inclusive and 
diverse workforce.

Month-on-month com-
parison of industry-wise data 
displays growth in the mem-
bers working in establish-
ments engaged in the indus-
tries viz. establishments 
engaged in manufacture, 
marketing servicing & usage 
of computers, companies/
societies/assc/clubs/troupes 
for performances, road mo-
tor transport, automobile ser-
vicing, Textiles etc. Of the 

total net membership, around 
41.53% addition is from ex-
pert services (consisting of 
manpower suppliers, normal 
contractors, security servic-
es, miscellaneous activities 
etc.).

The above payroll data is 
provisional since the data 
generation is a continuous 
exercise, as updating em-
ployee record is a continuous 
process. The previous data 
hence gets updated every 
month. From the month of 
April-2018, EPFO has been 
releasing payroll data cover-
ing the period September, 
2017 onwards.

In monthly payroll data, 
the count of members joining 
EPFO for the first time 
through Aadhaar validated 
Universal Account Number 
(UAN), existing members 
exiting from coverage of 
EPFO and those who exited 
but re-joining as members, is 
taken to arrive at net monthly 
payroll.

To ensure the convenience of passengers 
and manage the anticipated surge in travel de-
mand during summers, Indian Railways is 
operating a record-breaking 9111 trips during 
summer season.

This marks a substantial rise compared to 
the summer of 2023, where a total of 6369 
trips were offered. This translates to an in-
crease of 2742 trips, demonstrating Indian 
Railways' commitment to meeting passenger 
demands effectively. The additional trains 
have been meticulously planned to connect 
key destinations across the country, ensuring 
seamless travel on major railway routes. All 
zonal railways spread across India have 
geared up to operate these additional trips, ca-
tering to the summer travel rush from states 
like Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Odi-
sha, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Delhi.. Planning and running of additional 
trains is a continuous process for which inputs 
are taken from all the communication chan-
nels 24x 7 like media reports, Social media 
platforms, Railway Integrated helpline num-
ber 139, apart from details of waitlist passen-
gers in PRS system, to assess demand of trains 
on a particular route. Based on this require-

ment, number of trains and number of trips are 
augmented. Neither the number of trains nor 
the number of trips run by additional train(s) 
is static for the entire season.

During the summer season, Zonal Rail-
ways have been instructed to ensure availabil-
ity of drinking water at Railway stations. 
Elaborate crowd control arrangements are 
made at all major and important railway sta-
tions. Senior officers are stationed at these sta-
tions to monitor all the activities to regulate 
the crowd in a systematic manner.

RPF personnel have been deputed at orig-
inating stations to ensure Queue system for 
entry in General Class coaches. Skilled RPF 
staffs are deployed in CCTV Control Room to 
keep a close watch on the crowded areas and 
render real time assistance to passengers.

Government Railway Police (GRP) & 
Railway Protection Force (RPF) staffs are de-
ployed at foot-over bridges to regulate crowd 
smoothly in order to avoid stampede like situ-
ation during the heavy rush period.

Indian Railways remain committed to 
providing a convenient and comfortable trav-
el experience for all passengers. Passengers 
can book their ticket in these additional trains 
through Railway Ticket counters or IRCTC 
website/app.

EPFO adds 15.48 lakh net 
members during February 2024

Indian Railways operates 
Record Number of additional 

Trains in Summer Season 2024

The Secretary, Department of 
Consumer Affairs, Smt. Nidhi 
Khare during a series of interac-
tions with representatives of pulses 
industry in the run up to operation-
alisation of online stock monitoring 
from 15th April, 2024 emphasised 
that anyone found to be indulging 
in forward trade of pulses would be 
dealt with firmly as per various pro-
visions of Essential Commodities 
Act.

The feedback from the industry 
and inputs from market intelligence 

relating to the stock position with 
various market players have been 
collated for further verification.

She also discussed with Indian 
Mission in Yangon on issues relat-
ing to pulses imports from Myan-
mar such as import prices in the 
wake of revised exchange rates and 
stocks held by importers in Myan-
mar. The Indian Mission apprised 
that Rupee Kyat Settlement Mech-
anism has been operationalised 
from 25th January, 2024 to simplify 
trade transactions and to make them 

more efficient. The Central Bank of 
Myanmar has released guidelines 
for payment procedures under Spe-
cial Rupee Vostro Account (SRVA) 
on 26th January 2024. The new 
mechanism will apply for both sea 
and border trade and for trade in 
goods as well as services. 

Adoption of the mechanism by 
traders will reduce costs associated 
with currency conversions and 
eliminate complexities related to 
exchange rates by eliminating the 
need for multiple currency conver-

sations.
Dissemination about the opera-

tionalization of this mechanism 
among trading communities esp 
pulses importers is being separately 
done wherein they are being re-
quested to utilize Rupee/ Kyat di-
rect payment system using SRVA 
through the Punjab National Bank.

The importers and other indus-
try players like millers, stockists, 
retailers etc have been asked to hon-
estly declare their stock of pulses, 
including imported Yellow Peas, on 

a weekly basis on the portal https://
fcainfoweb.nic.in/psp/ from 15th 
April, 2024. The States and UTs 
have also been asked to enforce 
weekly stock disclosure by all 
stockholding entities and verify the 
stocks declared by them. 

Stocks in warehouses located 
in major ports and in pulses indus-
try hubs should be verified from 
time to time and strict action should 
be taken on stockholding entities 
found to be reporting false informa-
tion on stock disclosure portal.

Consumer Affairs Secretary reviews availability of pulses, 
holds meetings with pulse industry stakeholders
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Sonepat: Father 
Accused of Son's 
Alleged Murder
Sonepat : A man has 
been accused of the 
murder of his son in 
Bohla village, 
prompting police action. 
The police responded to 
information about the 
incident while the 
family was present at 
the cremation ground. 
The half-burnt body has 
been sent to a forensic 
laboratory, and an 
investigation is 
underway following the 
registration of a case. 
The deceased, identified 
as Rohit, son of Jai 
Prakash from Bohla 
village, was the subject 
of a complaint filed by 
Sarpanch Raj Singh 
with the Mohana police. 
Initially reported as a 
fall from stairs, 
suspicion arose later 
regarding Rohit's death, 
allegedly due to his 
father's assault. 
Inspector Arun Kumar 
stated that upon 
receiving a tip-off, the 
police intervened, 
discovering that Rohit 
had been cremated after 
allegedly being 
murdered.

Online Nomination 
Submission App 
Launched
Chandigarh : To 
streamline the electoral 
process in Haryana dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Election Com-
mission of India has 
introduced several mo-
bile applications aimed 
at enhancing conve-
nience for voters and 
candidates alike. One 
such app is cVIGIL, 
which allows citizens to 
report any violations of 
the model code of con-
duct by uploading pho-
tos or videos. Com-
plaints submitted 
through this app are ad-
dressed by the election 
office within 100 min-
utes. Additionally, the 
Commission has 
launched an app called 
Candidate Nomination, 
enabling candidates to 
submit their nomination 
forms online. This app 
also facilitates online 
payment for depositing 
the security amount and 
allows candidates to 
track the progress of 
their application. Fur-
thermore, for returning 
officers, the Commis-
sion has developed soft-
ware named Encore, 
which contains essential 
candidate data. Another 
tool, the Affidavit Por-
tal, provides online ac-
cess to details regarding 
candidates' movable and 
immovable property, as 
well as their affidavits.

Plans for Delhi-
Gurugram e-air 
taxi announced
Gurugram : InterGlobe 
Enterprises, the parent 
company of IndiGo, has 
unveiled plans to intro-
duce an all-electric air 
taxi service in India in 
collaboration with Ar-
cher Aviation by 2026, 
aiming to significantly 
reduce travel time from 
Delhi to Gurugram to 
just seven minutes. The 
proposed service will 
initially link Connaught 
Place in Delhi to Guru-
gram in Haryana, pro-
viding a swift commute 
option. Archer Aviation 
intends to deploy 200 
electric vertical takeoff 
and landing (eVTOL) 
aircraft, each capable of 
accommodating four 
passengers and a pilot. 
These aircraft promise a 
quieter and safer alter-
native to conventional 
helicopters. Moreover, 
the joint venture aims to 
extend the service to 
Mumbai and Bengaluru 
in the future. Executives 
at Archer Aviation sug-
gest that the cost of a 
seven-minute flight 
from Connaught Place 
to Gurugram could 
range between Rs 2,000 
and Rs 3,000. 

Briefs :

Gurugram : "Gurgaon needs a leader who is deeply con-
nected with grassroots issues and can advocate for the con-
stituency and its people. The BJP minister and current MP, Rao 
Inderjit, has nothing substantial to offer beyond rhetoric, and 
the public is now aware of this and seeks change," remarked 
rapper Rahul Yadav, also known as Fazilpuria, the JJP candi-
date for the Gurgaon constituency.

Fazilpuria, renowned for his vibrant style and credited 
with popularizing Haryanvi rap in Bollywood, has been cho-
sen by the party to engage with young voters and Ahirs, a sig-
nificant vote bank in the area. 

His candidacy has sparked curiosity, as the 34-year-old 
rapper defies conventional political norms and competes 
against one of BJP's strongest Lok Sabha candidates, Rao In-
derjit Singh, a five-time MP from the region. 

Fazilpuria ventured into politics in 2020 after connecting 
with JJP leader and former Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant 

Chautala. Since then, he has actively participated in protests 
advocating for a separate Ahir regiment in the Army and has 
spoken publicly about local issues such as road conditions in 
the NCR city, irrigation water supply, and unemployment.

"There are numerous pressing issues that demand atten-
tion. I have consistently advocated for the formation of an Ahir 
regiment and have stood with my community on the ground. 

The people recognize who will genuinely fight for their 
interests and who merely makes empty promises," Fazilpuria 
emphasized.

According to JJP leaders, Fazilpuria's popularity among 
Yadav community youth is expected to be a game-changer, as 
they perceive him as more connected to voters than Inderjit.  
However, Fazilpuria finds himself embroiled in controversy. 
On March 30, Gurugram Police filed a case against the rapper 
and YouTuber Elvish Yadav over a music video featuring 
snakes, allegedly shot in a city mall.

Rao Inderjit has nothing more than 
‘jumlebaazi’ to offer: JJP candidate

Yamunanagar : The 
MCom first-year students at 
Guru Nanak Khalsa College, 
Yamunanagar, orchestrated 
a heartfelt farewell for their 
seniors. Principal Dr. 
Harinder Singh Kang and 
Vice-Principal Dr. Kamal-
preet Kaur commended the 
students for their thoughtful 
gesture in organizing such a 
memorable event. After 
careful consideration, Supri-
ya was crowned Miss Fare-
well, while Rahul earned the 
title of Mr. Farewell. Lalit 
Kumar was honored with the 
title of Mr. Eve, and Pooja 
was bestowed with the honor 
of Miss Eve.

Mahendragarh: The De-
partment of Physics and As-
trophysics at the Central 
University of Haryana 

(CUH) hosted a vibrant two-
day academic fest titled 'IG-
NITE-2024'. Vice-Chancel-
lor Professor Tankeshwar 
Kumar, addressing the gath-
ering, underscored the sig-
nificance of such initiatives 
and stressed the importance 
of students' participation in 
co-curricular activities for 
holistic development. Head 
of Department Professor 
Sunita Srivastava highlight-
ed that prizes were awarded 
to winners of various compe-
titions including talk room, 
quiz ball, face art, furious 
crafts, mystery, mansion, 
and camera shorts.

Kurukshetra: A team of 
final-year students from the 
Institute of Law, Kurukshet-
ra University, including 
Tajwinder Singh, Divyansh 

Dhiman, and Shubham 
Rana, represented the uni-
versity at the 2nd Interna-
tional Moot Court Competi-
tion and clinched the Second 
Runners-Up Title along with 
a cash prize of Rs 30,000. 
The team also received the 
Best Memorial Team Award. 
The competition, themed 
'Commercial Arbitration', 
witnessed participation from 
26 teams, including six inter-
national teams, from law 
universities worldwide. 
Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Som Nath Sachdeva lauded 
the team's achievement, ac-
knowledging their hard work 
and determination in formu-
lating and presenting argu-
ments throughout the com-
petition.

Hisar: Chaudhary 

Charan Singh Haryana Agri-
cultural University (HAU) 
collaborated with Rajmata 
Vijayaraje Scindia Krishi 
Vishwa Vidyalaya 
(RVSKVV), Gwalior, to or-
ganize an international 
workshop titled 'Recent Ad-
vances in Agriculture for 
Self-Reliant India (RAAB-
2024)'. 

Dr. Sanjay Kumar, 
Chairman of Agricultural 
Scientists Recruitment 
Board (ASRB), New Delhi, 
graced the virtual workshop 
as the chief guest, while 
Vice-Chancellor Professor 
BR Kamboj presided as the 
chief patron. Dr. PL Patil, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sci-
ences, Tharwad, also partici-
pated as a special guest.

Farewell party at Guru Nanak 
Khalsa College, Yamunanagar

Panchkula : A notice-
able number of seats re-
mained unoccupied as BJP 
leaders, including Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini, delivered 
speeches at the Vijay Sank-
alp rally in support of the 
party’s candidate, Banto 
Kataria, for the Ambala Lok 
Sabha constituency in Rai-
pur Rani, Kalka, on Sunday.

The rally was held over 
a month after the announce-
ment of the late MP Rattan 
Lal Kataria’s wife as the 
candidate for the Ambala 
constituency.

The Chief Minister, 
slated to arrive at Netaji 
Stadium by 5:30 PM, even-
tually reached at 7 PM. He 
was joined by Banto Katar-
ia, party district president 
Deepak Sharma, former 
Kalka MLA Latika Sharma, 
Panchkula MLA and As-
sembly Speaker Gian 
Chand Gupta, and others.

Approximately 600-
700 individuals attended 
the rally. However, by the 
time Banto Kataria, fol-

lowed by the Chief Minis-
ter, commenced addressing 
the audience, many had al-
ready departed from the 
venue.

CM Saini urged the 
crowd to vote for Banto Ka-
taria, highlighting his local 
roots in Raipur Rani, where 
he had initiated his political 

journey. "I remember visit-
ing every household in the 
area," he reminisced.

"We are confident of se-
curing all 10 Lok Sabha 
seats in Haryana, thanks to 
the diligent efforts and ini-
tiatives of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his 
government," Saini assert-

ed.
He underscored the 

Modi government's 
achievements in enhancing 
the nation's infrastructure, 
providing essential ameni-
ties such as gas and electric-
ity connections, ration, and 
ensuring equitable opportu-
nities in government jobs. 

Additionally, Saini em-
phasized the state govern-
ment's support for farmers.

Former MLA Latika 
Sharma expressed confi-
dence in Banto Kataria's 
victory, predicting he 
would secure the Ambala 
constituency with a signifi-
cant margin from the Kalka 
assembly segment.

Speaker Gupta envi-
sioned India becoming the 
world's third-largest econo-
my under the BJP-led cen-
tral government.

 He asserted that party 
workers were striving to-
wards securing 400 parlia-
mentary seats for the BJP. 
Notably, the Congress is yet 
to announce its candidate 
from Ambala.

Addressing concerns 
about Dushyant Chautala, 
Saini stated that any com-
plaints of malpractice or 
corruption would be thor-
oughly investigated by the 
party. Regarding opposi-
tion from farmers, he dis-
missed any significant op-
position against the BJP.

Empty chairs at Haryana CM Nayab Singh 
Saini’s poll rally for Kataria in Raipur Rani Hisar : Naveen Jindal, 

the BJP candidate from Ku-
rukshetra and a prominent 
industrialist based in Hisar, 
voiced his full support for 
Ranjit Singh, the BJP nomi-
nee from the Hisar Lok Sab-
ha constituency. Jindal em-
phasized that the Jindal 
family is actively contribut-
ing to ensure Ranjit Singh's 
victory in the upcoming elec-
tions.

During a press briefing at 
the BJP office in Hisar, Jindal 
highlighted the active in-
volvement of his mother, for-
mer Haryana minister Savitri 
Jindal, and their supporters 
in campaigning for Ranjit 
Singh. 

He emphasized the fa-
milial bond shared with 
Singh, citing his late father's 
close relationship with him. 
Jindal expressed confidence 
in Singh's capabilities as an 
experienced politician and 
stressed that his victory 
would accelerate develop-
ment initiatives in the region.

Jindal further commend-
ed Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's vision for a devel-
oped India, asserting that 
Modi's leadership is crucial 

for the nation's progress. He 
predicted a clear mandate for 
Modi in the upcoming elec-
tions, underscoring the pub-
lic's trust in Modi's ability to 
lead India towards prosperi-
ty.

Regarding allegations of 
joining the BJP under pres-
sure due to his involvement 
in the coal scam, Jindal re-
futed such claims, attributing 
his decision to join the BJP to 
his admiration for Modi's vi-
sion.

In response, Ranjit Singh 
acknowledged the efforts to 
persuade Naveen Jindal to 
re-enter politics and join the 
BJP. He revealed that despite 
Jindal's initial reluctance due 
to business commitments, he 
eventually agreed to join the 
BJP, leading to both their 
candidatures being an-
nounced shortly after joining 
the party.

Both Jindal and Singh 
have a history of political in-
volvement, with Jindal pre-
viously serving as a two-time 
MP for the Congress from 
Kurukshetra, and Singh win-
ning as an Independent from 
the Rania Assembly seg-
ment.

Naveen Jindal backs Hisar 
BJP nominee Ranjit Singh

Ambala : The ongoing 
farmers' agitation on the Am-
bala-Sahnewal section at 
Shambhu under the Ambala 
division not only disrupts 
Northern Railway's train 
traffic but also affects the 
goods train operations of the 
Eastern Dedicated Freight 
Corridor.

Reduction in Train 
Numbers

As a precautionary mea-
sure, the goods train traffic 
on this section has been halt-
ed, with a few trains being 
rerouted through alternative 
paths. Prior to the agitation, 
approximately 40 trains per 
day were operational. Pres-
ently, the Dedicated Freight 
Corridor Corporation of In-
dia Limited (DFCCIL) is 
managing 11 to 20 trains 
daily via diverted routes, ac-
cording to Pankaj Gupta, the 
chief general manager of the 
Ambala unit of DFCCIL.

Although farmers 
haven't obstructed the tracks 
of the freight corridor, given 
their proximity to the 
blocked site, goods trains 
have been suspended on this 
section. The Pilkhani-Sahn-
ewal section, spanning 182 

kilometers, was inaugurated 
last month, facilitating the 
operation of around 40 goods 
trains daily.

Approximately 100 ki-
lometers of the 175-kilome-
ter main line remains inac-
tive due to the agitation, with 
the remaining 75 kilometers 
still in operation.

During a previous pro-
test when farmers blocked 
Northern Railway tracks, 
some demonstrators also ap-
proached the freight corridor 
tracks upon sighting a goods 

train. To prevent such inci-
dents, traffic on the route has 
been suspended, and alterna-
tive routes are being utilized 
for goods train operations.

Pankaj Gupta assured 
that essential supplies like 
coal for Nabha Power Limit-
ed and food grains are being 
transported via alternative 
routes to mitigate any dis-
ruptions in the supply chain. 
Efforts are underway to re-
sume normal operations on 
the Dedicated Freight Corri-
dor once the Northern Rail-

way tracks are cleared.
Meanwhile, passenger 

train services continue to be 
impacted, with cancella-
tions, diversions, and short-
termination of trains. Man-
deep Singh Bhatia, 
Divisional Railway Manag-
er (DRM) of Ambala Divi-
sion, stated that around 115 
trains were affected today, 
and measures are being tak-
en to minimize inconve-
nience to passengers by ad-
justing routes and reducing 
cancellations.

Farmers' Protest Impacts Goods Train 
Operations on Eastern Freight Corridor

Jhajjar : Residents of 
Jhajjar, particularly those 
traversing the road leading to 
Palda village from Dubald-
han (Kirman) in the Beri sub-
division, are facing consider-
able inconvenience due to a 
partially covered drain, 
which has become a cause 
for concern.

The drain, which runs 
alongside the road, is only 
partially covered, contrary to 
safety standards. Ajay Ku-
mar, SDO of PWD, ac-
knowledged the issue, stat-
ing, "We are aware that only 
70 per cent of such drains are 
covered. I have solicited 
feedback from villagers re-
garding accident-prone spots 
to ensure adequate coverage 
and mitigate potential mis-
haps."

According to locals, the 
exposed drain has already 
resulted in several accidents 
and poses a health hazard. 
Recent incidents include a 
cow falling into the drain, re-
quiring significant efforts 
from villagers to rescue the 
animal, and a cyclist sustain-
ing injuries after a similar 
mishap. Such incidents have 
occurred frequently in the 
past.

Dharmendra, a resident, 
criticized the inadequate 
covering of the drain, attrib-
uting it to negligence on the 
part of the contractor. He re-
marked, "Despite repeated 
complaints to the district ad-
ministration, the drain re-
mains uncovered, compel-
ling us to escalate the matter 
to higher authorities for 
prompt action."

Another villager, 
Dharampal, expressed frus-
tration, suggesting that au-
thorities appear indifferent 
until a major accident oc-
curs.

Raj Kumar, husband of 
gram panchayat sarpanch 
Anita, confirmed that they 
had notified PWD officials 
about the issue and demand-
ed proper coverage of the 
drain.

Responding to concerns, 
PWD SDO Ajay Kumar clar-
ified that a portion of the 
drain remains uncovered to 
facilitate cleaning. 

He reiterated the adher-
ence to norms while assuring 
prompt action based on vil-
lagers' feedback to address 
accident-prone areas and en-
sure safety.

Locals in Jhajjar Express Concern Over 
Hazardous Partially Covered Drain

Karnal : On Saturday, groups of unem-
ployed youth staged a procession titled "bero-
zgaron ki baraat" (procession of the unem-
ployed) to advocate for employment 
opportunities in the city. The procession, 
named "Berozgar weds Recruitment of CET 
Group C," commenced from the old bus stand 
and traversed various city roads before con-
cluding at the Mini-Secretariat.

Former Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) state 
president Naveen Jaihind spearheaded the 
procession, with several youths adorning 
"wedding sehra" (turbans) and dancing to 
music as part of the demonstration. They pre-
sented a memorandum to Red Cross secretary 
Kulbir Malik, underscoring the concerns of 
the unemployed youth.

A special invitation card, designed in the 
form of a wedding card, was circulated on so-
cial media platforms to encourage maximum 
participation from unemployed youths. Criti-
cizing the government's handling of unem-
ployment, Jaihind highlighted similar events 
organized in Rohtak and Jind.

"The objective of the procession is to re-
mind the government of its commitment to 

providing employment opportunities for the 
youth. Former CM Manohar Lal Khattar had 
pledged 50,000 jobs, yet no significant re-
cruitment has materialized in the past six 
years. Legal disputes persist regarding re-
cruitments, ranging from TGT posts to the 
CET examination," remarked Jaihind.

He emphasized that the procession aimed 
to amplify the demands of job-seeking aspi-
rants who participated in the event. Addition-
ally, Jaihind extended an offer to CM Nayab 
Singh Saini to organize a "langar" (commu-
nity kitchen) following the conclusion of the 
recruitment process.

Unemployed Youth in Karnal 
Organize Protest March

Chandigarh : Ensuring the integrity and 
fairness of elections is a top priority for the 
Election Commission of India (ECI), stated 
Haryana Chief Electoral Officer Anurag 
Agarwal, who also chairs the state committee 
responsible for the deployment of Central 
Armed Police Forces during elections. "In 
line with this commitment to conducting im-
partial and transparent elections, preparations 
are underway to deploy Central Armed Police 
Forces alongside the Haryana Police to en-
sure peaceful and equitable voting across the 
state. Currently, 15 units of central forces 
have been stationed in Haryana," Agarwal 
confirmed.

He outlined the deployment plan, stating, 
"For the Ambala, Hisar, Sirsa, and Rohtak 
Lok Sabha constituencies, two units each of 
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) will 

be stationed. Additionally, two units of the 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) will be 
deployed for the Sonepat Lok Sabha seg-
ment." 

Agarwal continued, "Further, one unit of 
the ITBP will be stationed in each of the Ku-
rukshetra, Karnal, Bhiwani-Mahendragarh, 
Gurgaon, and Faridabad Lok Sabha constitu-
encies to bolster security measures during the 
electoral process."

15 Units of Central Forces Deployed for 
Election Security in Haryana
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Faridabad : The Hary-
ana State Pollution Control 
Board (HSPCB) has request-
ed an action-taken report 
(ATR) from the Dakshin 
Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam 
(DHBVN) regarding the dis-
connection of electricity sup-
ply to illegal dyeing units. 
The board is obligated to re-
spond to the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) within near-
ly eight weeks concerning 
compliance with directives 
for shutting down these un-
lawful operations in the city.

The NGT's interest in 
power connections

Sandeep Singh, Region-
al Officer at HSPCB, stated 
that a report has been sought 
from DHBVN regarding the 
status of power connections 
to units for which closure or-
ders were issued, enabling 
submission to the NGT.

"In reference to the sub-
ject and the NGT order, it is 
noted that the tribunal has 
summoned DHBVN, re-
spondent number five, over 
complaints of water-pollut-
ing units in Dheeraj Nagar 
and Surya Vihar having un-
authorized power connec-
tions," reads a recent letter 
from HSPCB to DHBVN. 
The board had issued closure 
orders to these units and di-
rected the MD of DHBVN to 
disconnect their electricity 

supply. 
The letter enumerates 

details of 20 such units that 
received closure orders from 
the Pollution Department in 
the last 24 months.

"You are requested to 
submit an ATR to this office 
after disconnecting electrici-
ty supply to the mentioned 
units. GPS coordinates have 
been provided for easy iden-
tification," added the board.

This initiative follows 
NGT directives issued on 
April 5, mandating HSPCB 
to submit a report within 
eight weeks, according to 
sources familiar with the 
matter. 

Last year, a complaint by 
resident Varun Gulati alleged 
the operation of highly pol-
luting 'red category' dyeing 
units in Dheeraj Nagar and 
Surya Vihar without proper 
sewage or effluent treatment 
plants, posing health risks. 
Despite closure orders, fresh 
complaints this year indicate 
continued operation of these 
units due to ease of electrici-
ty connections and adminis-
trative inaction.

Sandeep Singh reiterat-
ed the request for a report 
from DHBVN on the status 
of power connections to 
units subject to closure or-
ders, necessary for submis-
sion to NGT.

HSPCB Seeks Action on Electricity 
Supply to Illegal Dyeing Units

Faridabad : The early 
announcement of candidates 
in the BJP seems to have 
stirred up a hornet's nest, par-
ticularly for one contender 
grappling with dissent with-
in certain pockets. Notably, 
the absence of key party fig-
ures at campaign rallies 
could pose a significant chal-
lenge for the BJP candidate, 
despite their initial lead in 
the election drive, suggests a 
political observer. The luke-
warm turnout observed at 
recent public gatherings 
might directly reflect the in-
ternal dissension among 
some leaders in the constitu-
ency.

Local Representation 
Crucial: Digvijay

Kurukshetra: With a ral-
lying cry of "local versus 
outsiders," the Jannayak 
Janta Party (JJP) is gearing 
up to field a homegrown can-
didate for the Lok Sabha 
election in the Kurukshetra 
constituency. The party in-
tends to nominate a candi-
date from the area to contest 
against BJP's Naveen Jindal, 
INDIA bloc's Sushil Gupta, 
and INLD's Abhay Singh 
Chautala. Recently, JJP lead-
er Digvijay Chautala empha-
sized the importance of hav-

ing local representation, 
asserting that candidates 
from rival parties would van-
ish after the polls, leaving the 
locals unattended for the 
next five years.

Opposition Candidates' 
Delay

Panipat: While BJP's 
candidate and former Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar strides ahead in cam-
paigning, opposition parties 
are yet to unveil their con-
tenders. The delay in candi-
date announcements by the 
Congress, INLD, and JJP has 
dampened the spirits of party 
workers. During his Panipat 
visits, Khattar took a swipe at 
the opposition for their tardi-
ness, suggesting that a lack 
of competition might damp-
en public interest in the elec-
toral process.

Mixed Emotions Among 
Ticket Hopefuls

Mahendragarh: The pro-
longed suspense over the 
Congress candidate for the 
Bhiwani-Mahendragarh seat 
has left aspirants in a state of 
flux, affecting party support-
ers' morale.

 Former MP Shruti 
Choudhry and Mahen-
dragarh MLA Rao Daan 
Singh are strong contenders 

for the ticket, leading to fluc-
tuating emotions among 
their supporters. However, 
the uncertainty persists, with 
no end in sight.

Candidate Meets with 
Advocates

Hisar: BJP candidate 
Ranjit Singh's visit to the Bar 
Association in Hisar evolved 
into a candid exchange with 
some advocates, delving into 
issues like farmer concerns, 
electricity bills, and per capi-
ta income in India. While ac-
tivist-lawyer Arjun Rana 
raised questions on certain 
matters, Singh was able to 
engage freely on most topics.

Demand for Substance 
Over Showmanship

Yamunanagar: In the 
Lok Sabha election fervor, 
candidates are pulling out all 
the stops to woo voters. 
However, their theatrical 
gestures, such as BJP candi-
date Naveen Jindal loading 
wheat bags onto a truck at the 
Radaur grain market, and 
INDIA bloc candidate Sushil 
Gupta riding a horse car-
riage, have left the public 
unimpressed.

 Voters voiced their de-
sire for practical solutions to 
unemployment and inflation 
instead of theatrical displays.

Haryana Diary: Dissidence 
in BJP cause for concern

Hisar : The ongoing 
Lok Sabha election cam-
paigns are significantly 
shaped by farmers' issues, 
particularly in rural areas. 
Despite assertions to the 
contrary by the ruling BJP, 
there's palpable discontent 
among the populace regard-
ing the government's han-
dling of agricultural mat-
ters.

Police Action
A police report (ka-

landra) has been filed 
against 11 farmers under 
Sections 107 and 150 of the 
CrPC for protesting against 
a BJP candidate in Nar-
naund town on April 11.

Farmer activists in 
Hisar and Sirsa districts 
have been actively engag-
ing BJP candidates, ques-
tioning the government's 
promises and its measures 
to deter farmers from par-
ticipating in protests in Del-
hi. 

During a campaign 
event in Nalwa village, BJP 
candidate Ranjit Singh 

faced opposition from local 
youths when he mentioned 
plans for constructing water 
channels for irrigation. A 
viral video captured the 
confrontation, illustrating 
the depth of frustration 
among farmers.

Wazir Singh, a Milak-
pur village resident, com-
mented, "Farmer activists 
are raising legitimate con-

cerns at a crucial juncture. 
Farmers have endured ad-
verse conditions for years, 
despite promises from the 
BJP government to double 
their income by 2022."

Anil Gorchi, an activist 
from the farmers' organiza-
tion Pagri Sambhal Jatta, 
asserted, "Questioning 
leaders is our democratic 
right, and we will continue 

to exercise it." Moreover, 
there are plans to hold for-
mer BJP MP Brijendra 
Singh, now with the Con-
gress, accountable for his 
role in endorsing the con-
troversial farm laws. 

This election cycle 
marks a notable shift where 
farmers' issues are authenti-
cally shaping the political 
landscape.

Hisar, Sirsa: Farmers' Concerns at 
the Forefront of Election Campaign

Sirsa : As wheat and mustard pro-
curement surges in mandis across the 
district, the Sirsa grain market grapples 
with additional challenges despite 
claims of efficient administration from 
authorities.

Peak Wheat Arrival
Wheat arrivals at mandis have 

peaked, with a staggering 35 lakh quin-
tals received at 70 mandis within five 
days. This surge indicates a potential 
record-breaking crop production, offer-
ing a much-needed relief to farmers.

However, congestion and space 
constraints in mandis have led to traffic 
snarls, complicating the situation. Add-
ing to the chaos is the presence of ag-
gressive stray animals, which pose a 
threat to public safety.

The constant hustle and bustle in the 
market exacerbate the risk of accidents, 
prompting calls for immediate action 
from the district administration and 
market committee to address the stray 
animal issue. Farmers, labor unions, and 
associations have urged swift interven-
tion to ensure safety amid the bustling 
harvest season.

Local farmer Raj Kumar Beniwal, 
voicing his concerns, emphasized the 

escalating danger posed by stray ani-
mals in the grain market. He urged au-
thorities to promptly address the issue to 
prevent accidents.

Mahendra Pal echoed similar wor-
ries, emphasizing the need for urgent 
action to tackle the rising number of 
stray animals during the harvesting sea-
son.

Manohar Lal Mehta, president of 
the Sirsa Arhtiya Association, high-
lighted the seriousness of the situation, 
noting the presence of aggressive bulls 
alongside cows in the market. He em-

phasized the need for immediate action 
from the market committee and admin-
istration.

Virendra Mehta, secretary of the 
Sirsa Market Committee, acknowl-
edged the labor shortage hindering ef-
forts to enhance security at the market. 
However, he assured that measures 
would be implemented to prevent stray 
animal incursions.

Efforts are underway to address la-
bor shortages and bolster security mea-
sures to mitigate risks at the grain mar-
ket.

Stray Animals Pose Concern 
at Sirsa Grain Market

Yamunanagar : In re-
sponse to a farmer's com-
plaint alleging a monetary 
loss of Rs 21 lakh due to 
fraudulent activities, the po-
lice have initiated legal pro-
ceedings against three indi-
viduals.

Rohit, a resident of Sher-
pur village, lodged a com-
plaint with the authorities, 
prompting the registration of 
a case against Yashin Mo-
hammad from Ledi village, 
Laaldin from Kot Mustarka 
village, and Manfooldin 
from Fakir Majra village. 
The case was filed under sec-
tions 406 and 420 of the IPC 
at Chhachhrauli police sta-
tion on April 19.

The complainant, who 
works as a farmer, recounted 
his interaction with Yashin 
Mohammad, Laaldin, and 
Manfooldin regarding the 

purchase of agricultural 
land. He claimed that an 
agreement was reached with 
Yashin and Laaldin for the 
sale of 23 kanal and 12 marla 
of land in Salempur village at 
a rate of Rs 27 lakh per acre.

"On February 22, 2023, I 
provided them with Rs 21 
lakh as earnest money. How-
ever, when I visited 
Chhachhrauli tehsil on June 

20, 2023, to finalize the sale 
deed, they failed to appear," 
he stated. Furthermore, he al-
leged that the accused indi-
viduals not only refused to 
reimburse the money but 
also issued threats against 
him.

Authorities are actively 
pursuing the case to ensure 
justice for the aggrieved 
farmer.

Farmer Alleges Fraudulent Transaction, 
Three Individuals Face Legal Action

Yamunanagar : Law 
enforcement officials have 
intercepted two vehicles and 
confiscated 218 crates of il-
licit liquor over a span of 
four days.

The seized alcohol was 
being distributed in contra-
vention of regulations set 
forth by the Excise Depart-
ment.

Acting on a tip-off, a task 
force from the CIA-II appre-
hended a utility vehicle 
transporting crates of beer 
unlawfully near Jagadhri bus 
stand on the evening of April 
19.

During the operation, 
103 crates of beer were re-
trieved from the vehicle, in-
tended for delivery to a li-
quor vendor in Yamunanagar.

Anish Kumar, head of 

the CIA-II unit, disclosed 
that the vehicle's driver, 
Arun Kumar, was found to 
be utilizing a single-use per-
mit for the second time, lead-

ing to the initiation of legal 
proceedings.

In a separate incident, 
authorities seized 101 crates 
of locally brewed liquor and 

14 crates of foreign-made li-
quor near Nagli Ghat, situat-
ed within the Jathlana area of 
Yamunanagar district, on 
April 18.

The alcohol was being 
transported in a utility vehi-
cle lacking the requisite doc-
umentation, including per-
mits issued by the Excise 
Department.

Reportedly, the illicit li-
quor was destined for distri-
bution in Uttar Pradesh.

Sources suggest that due 
to lower pricing in Haryana, 
individuals are utilizing Na-
gli Ghat and surrounding ar-
eas of Yamunanagar to un-
lawfully supply alcohol to 
Saharanpur.

Chamkaur Singh, a 
spokesperson for the police, 
stated that district law en-
forcement teams are con-
ducting a targeted operation 
to curb the illegal distribu-
tion of liquor during the Lok 
Sabha elections.

Authorities Crack Down on Illegal Liquor Trade, 
Seize 218 Crates in Four-Day Operation

Hisar : Despite repeated 
appeals from residents, the 
road infrastructure in Hary-
ana Shahari Vikas Prad-
hikaran (HSVP) Sector 4 of 
Hisar continues to deterio-
rate. The main thoroughfare 
and many interior roads 
within the sector are in poor 
condition, causing signifi-
cant inconvenience to locals.

Residents have voiced 
their frustrations over the 
prolonged neglect of road 
maintenance in Sector 4 and 
its environs. Despite staging 
protests and engaging with 
higher officials to address the 
issue, residents assert that 

little progress has been 
made.

Sube Singh, a resident, 
highlighted the dire state of 
the main road from Jindal 
Chowk to the sector's main 
entry point, citing potholes 
and scattered gravel as per-
sistent hazards. "The situa-
tion is even worse on interior 
roads, which serve nearly 
500 households," Singh la-
mented, emphasizing their 
repeated appeals to HSVP 
officials for repairs and up-
keep.

Another resident, Ra-
meshwar, expressed dismay 
that even roads leading to 

agricultural fields in nearby 
villages were better main-
tained than those within the 
sector. He noted that the 
crumbling roads not only 
posed inconvenience but 
also introduced dust pollu-
tion into homes.

Last year, the Resident 
Welfare Association (RWA) 
of Sector 1 and Sector 4 
jointly presented concerns to 
the HSVP chief administra-
tor at the organization's 
headquarters in Panchkula. 
RWA General Secretary Sa-
laudeen Kagdana recounted 
presenting seven issues to 
the administration, including 

the condition of roads.
While some progress has 

been made, Kagdana empha-
sized that significant chal-
lenges remain unaddressed. 
He disclosed ongoing re-
carpeting efforts in Sector 1, 
with an allocated budget of 
Rs 59 lakh. However, he 
noted that administrative ap-
proval for the estimated Rs 
4.29 crore needed to resur-
face roads in Sector 4 is still 
pending.

An HSVP official as-
sured that once administra-
tive approval is obtained, 
road re-carpeting works will 
commence promptly.

Road Conditions Remain a 
Concern in Hisar's HSVP Sector Gurugram : In a bid to 

bolster voter confidence in 
the BJP, the state unit of the 
party has devised a strategy 
to involve Non-Resident In-
dians (NRIs) in endorsing 
Prime Minister Modi's ini-
tiatives.

Scheduled for the up-
coming month, the NRI cell 
of the Haryana BJP will or-
ganize a special 'Udghosh 
Yatra'. This initiative, set to 
be inaugurated by Chief 
Minister Nayab Saini, will 
traverse all 10 Lok Sabha 
constituencies in the state. 
NRIs participating in the 
yatra will not only highlight 
the transformative changes 
implemented by the Modi 
government over the past de-
cade but also emphasize In-

dia's enhanced global stat-
ure.

Sandeep Deswal, Presi-
dent of the NRI Cell BJP 
Haryana, expressed that 
NRIs, despite not being eli-
gible voters, are keen to con-
tribute by showcasing how 
the Modi government has 
elevated India's global stand-

ing and positively impacted 
the lives of NRIs. Deswal 
outlined that the yatra will 
utilize a specially equipped 
campaign vehicle featuring 
LED screens and audio sys-
tems for effective communi-
cation. Although the date is 
pending finalization, CM 
Saini will ceremoniously 

launch the yatra.
Each district's Udghosh 

yatra will be led by the dis-
trict convenor, co-convenor, 
and the entire NRI Cell team. 
A significant number of 
Haryanvi NRIs are expected 
to participate in the yatra 
across various districts. Sar-
taj Singh Sekhon, the Ameri-
can convener of the NRI 
Cell, will serve as the key 
coordinator, with additional 
coordinators appointed for 
Canada, the United King-
dom, the American East 
Coast and West Coast, Fin-
land, and Indonesia. Lever-
aging social media, the cell 
aims to engage successful 
Haryanvi NRIs, encourag-
ing their participation in the 
yatra, even if remotely.

BJP Plans to Engage NRIs to Connect with Voters

Rewari : The manage-
ment of M/s Life Long Auto 
Private Limited, the site of 
the tragic blast in Dharuhera 
on March 16, has commit-
ted to providing a total com-
pensation of Rs 17.5 lakh to 
the nominee of each de-
ceased worker.

Though more than a 
month has elapsed since the 
incident, no arrests have 
been made yet. Jagdish 
Chand, SHO of Dharuhera 
police station, confirmed 
that the investigation is on-
going.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner of Rewari 
disclosed this information 
in a letter addressed to the 
Rewari Deputy Commis-
sioner, following a notice 
issued by the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) con-
cerning media reports on 
the incident.

The blast resulted in in-
juries to 39 workers, out of 
which 16 tragically lost 
their lives. Many of the 
workers hailed from differ-
ent states and were the pri-
mary breadwinners for their 
families.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner clarified that 
the affected workers, not 
covered under the Employ-

ee's State Insurance (ESI), 
are eligible for the compen-
sation provided by the com-
pany on humanitarian 
grounds. Some of the com-
pensation has already been 
disbursed, with the remain-
der to be paid in due course.

Relatives of one de-
ceased worker from Uttar 
Pradesh confirmed receiv-
ing Rs 7 lakh as compensa-
tion from the company, with 
assurances of the remaining 
amount to be provided 
soon. Additionally, they 
mentioned receiving finan-
cial assistance from the 
state government.

In response to the inci-
dent, district administrative 
authorities have requested 
the Director-General of the 
National Safety Council 

(NSC) India to form a se-
nior-level committee to 
conduct a thorough safety 
audit of M/s Life Long Auto 
Private Limited. 

Additionally, a compre-
hensive inquiry into the 
dust collector explosion has 
been urged. Preliminary 
findings suggest the explo-
sion may have been trig-
gered by a spark, possibly 
from an electric short cir-
cuit or metal grinding pol-
ishing, in the presence of a 
significant amount of fine 
metal dust in the collectors. 

Various other violations 
were also noted in the report 
submitted by a joint com-
mittee of district officials 
formed by the Deputy Com-
missioner on March 17.

Families of Dharuhera Factory Blast 
Victims to Receive Compensation
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Kolkata :  Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru Captain 
Faf du Plessis has been 
fined after his team main-
tained a slow over-rate dur-
ing Match 36 of the TATA 

Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2024 against Kolkata 
Knight Riders at the Eden 
Gardens here on Sunday.As 
it was his team’s first of-
fence of the season under 

the IPL’s Code of Conduct 
relating to minimum over-
rate offences, du Plessis was 
fined INR 12 Lac, an IPL 
media advisory on Monday 
said.

RCB captain du Plessis 
fined for slow over-rate

New Delhi :  Marina 
Lalramnghaki, the young 
and energetic midfielder 
from Mizoram, recently 
made it to the 33-member 
Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team core group, which is 
currently undergoing train-
ing at the Sports Authority 
of India (SAI) in Bengaluru.

Her selection came after 
thorough evaluations of a 
60-member assessment 
squad during intense trials 
conducted on 6th and 7th 
April 2024. Her outstanding 
display of skill and unwav-
ering determination stood 
out prominently, securing 
her position among the na-
tion’s top hockey players.

The 22-year-old mid-
fielder, a product of Hockey 
Mizoram, displayed out-
standing performance dur-
ing the 14th Hockey India 
Senior Women National 

Championship in Pune, in 
which she netted three goals 

thus garnering attention for 
her agility and strategic play 

on the field.
Marina’s journey in 

hockey has been marked by 
numerous accolades, in-
cluding participation in the 
FIH Hockey Women's Ju-
nior World Cup 2021 and 
the U-21 3 Nations Invita-
tional Tournament in Aus-
tralia in 2019.

Reflecting on her selec-
tion, Marina shared, "I was 
overwhelmed with joy 
when I received the news of 
my selection in the core 
group. It was a dream come 
true moment for me, and 
tears of joy filled my eyes. I 
always had confidence in 
my abilities, and the suc-
cessful trials reaffirmed my 
belief."

With her sights set on 
upcoming tournaments, 
Marina is determined to 
earn a place in the 18-mem-
ber Indian squad for the 
challenges ahead, the Hock-
ey India sources said.

I had confidence in my 
abilities: Marina Lalramnghaki

Bhubaneswar :  Odis-
ha FC and Mohun Bagan 
Super Giant will clash at the 
Kalinga Stadium here in the 
first leg of their semi-final 
encounter of the Indian Su-
per League (ISL) match on 
Tuesday at 7:30 pm IST.

The Mariners qualified 
for the last-four by virtue of 
emerging as the ISL 2023-
24 Champions courtesy of 
finishing at the top of the 
points table at the end of the 
league stages.

On the other hand, Odi-
sha FC edged past Kerala 
Blasters FC in the playoffs 
to make it to the semi-final. 
Both these teams have 
squared off multiple times 
this season, both in the ISL 
as well as the AFC Cup 
where they were pitted in 
the same group.

The Juggernauts will 
take confidence from hav-
ing optimised their home 
advantage against the Yel-
low Army in the previous 
match, hoping for a similar 
outcome this time around.

Similarly, Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant will be 
riding high on confidence 
after they beat Mumbai City 
FC in the title-winning 
clash at the Vivekananda 
Yuba Bharati Krirangan in 
Kolkata last week. They 
will be raring to take on an 
Odisha FC unit that has his-
torically not fared well 
against them in the ISL.

For a large portion of 
the season, Odisha FC were 
in the reckoning for the top-
two positions in the table. 
However, they didn’t enter 
the playoffs with a good run 
of results behind them, 
hence settling for the fourth 
spot in the standings with 
39 points to their name.

Contrastingly, the Mar-

iners produced a late surge, 
taking Mumbai City FC 
heads on, winning four out 
of their last five games to 
edge past the Islanders and 
emerge as the ISL 2023-24 
League Winners in an em-
phatic fashion in their home 
ground on the final day of 
the league stages.

Odisha FC are winless 
in their nine ISL encounters 
against the Mohun Bagan 
Super Giant. They have 
drawn five games and lost 
four in this time period. 
Both their matches in the 
ISL this season resulted in a 
draw, and only against FC 
Goa (10) have Odisha FC 
played more matches with-
out recording a victory in 
the league.

Simultaneously, Sergio 
Lobera has managed to 
build a bastion at the Kalin-
ga Stadium in his first sea-
son in-charge of the club. 
They are unbeaten in their 
12 matches at home in the 
current campaign, and Ben-
galuru FC are the only side 
to have played more con-
secutive matches in their 
home turf without losing 

(19 matches from January 
2018-November 2019).

However, Odisha FC 
had defeated the Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant by 5-2 
in their AFC Cup fixture 
earlier this season, showing 
that they have it in them to 
get the better of the might 
Mariners across

90 minutes. Lobera will 
want to leave no stone un-
turned to get his side at least 
a slight goal advantage be-
fore the high-octane action 
shifts to Kolkata for the sec-
ond leg.

Mohun Bagan Super 
Giant have been on a terrific 
run of form both at home 
and on the road in this cam-
paign. They have won each 
of their last four away 
matches and kept a clean 
sheet in two of them. In fact, 
the club has dropped points 
away from home only twice 
this season, which suggests 
that Odisha FC cannot com-
pletely bank on their 
strengths.

Moreover, they are un-
beaten in their last five play-
off games in the competi-
tion, keeping a clean sheet 

in four of these matches.
Arguably, their biggest 

strength is the ability to un-
lock the opposition in dif-
ferent ways, having won 
57.05% of their aerial duels, 
which is the highest such 
rate of any team in ISL 
2023-24. Whilst Odisha FC 
have Mourtada Fall to guard 
their backline from any 
such threats, it’s important 
that they counter every such 
facet of the game where the 
Mariners are ahead of them.

Having scored 47 goals 
from their 22 league match-
es, the Mohun Bagan Super 
Giant can turn the intensity 
on in the frontline, keeping 
them in the fray of things in 
all phases of the match.

Isak Vanlalruatfela of 
Odisha FC came in clutch 
by clinching the winner 
against Kerala Blasters FC 
in the knockouts. He has 
had a breakout season this 
time around, scoring four 
goals and notching three as-
sists in 22 appearances.

He has averaged 26 
passes per game at 75% ac-
curacy, making 11 key pass-
es, creating 14 goal-scoring 

opportunities, and complet-
ing 30 successful dribbles. 
Isak has made eight inter-
ceptions, 10 clearances, and 
won 14 aerial duels. He has 
made 95 recoveries and 
won 96 duels, and will be 
looking forward to deliver-
ing another impactful out-
ing in this match.

Liston Colaco scored a 
stunning opening strike in 
the Mariners’ win against 
Mumbai City FC in the last 
match. The attacker has 
scored and assisted four 
times each in 16 appear-
ances this season.

He has had 44 touches 
of the ball in the box of the 
opposition, making 10 key 
passes, creating 14 goal-
scoring chances, and com-
pleting 15 successful drib-
bles too.

He has averaged 26 
passes per game at 77% ac-
curacy, winning 78 duels 
and making 82 recoveries. 
Colaco has recorded a goal 
conversion rate of 13.79%, 
and will be a force to reckon 
with the Odisha FC 
defence.“They have a very 
good team. We also have a 
very good team and we are 
unbeaten at Kalinga. We 
want to continue that mo-
mentum at home and also, 
we competed very well 
against them in the four pre-
vious matches,” Odisha FC 
Head Coach Sergio Lobera 
mentioned before the 
match.“We have our entire 
squad available to play this 
match. It’s very difficult to 
have all the players avail-
able in the last few matches, 
it’s usually not possible 
over a long period of time,” 
Mohun Bagan Super Giant 
assistant coach Manuel Per-
ez said in the pre-match 
press conference.

Odisha FC take on Mohun 
Bagan SG in ISL semi-final Bhubaneswar :  Mohun 

Bagan Super Giant head 
coach Antonia Lopez Habas 
is preparing for a tough chal-
lenge as they travel to face 
Odisha FC in the first leg of 
the first semi-final of the In-
dian Super League (ISL) at 
the Kalinga Stadium here on 
Tuesday.

The Mariners finished 
off the league stage at the top 
of the table in the ISL 2023-
24 season excelling in both 
their offensive and defensive 
displays. With 48 points 
from 22 matches,

Habas’ men bagged the 
League Shield winning the 
last match of the league stage 
against Mumbai City FC.

The Kalinga Warriors, 
on the other hand, finished 
fourth on the league table, 
and having overcome a play-
off challenge against Kerala 
Blasters FC, made it to the 
semi-finals in top form.

With both their league 
stage encounters concluding 
on level terms, the two teams 
will be set to deliver their 
best and make it through to 
the grand finale.

The head coach is ready 
for a tough challenge ahead 
against Odisha FC.

“They’re a very difficult 
opponent because they have 
a good coach (Sergio 
Lobera), they have players 
with experience of winning 
titles. Not easy. It will be a 
difficult match for us, but we 
have to prepare for the 
match,” stated Habas in the 
post-match press confer-
ence.

Sharing insights into his 
mindset ahead of the match, 
he added, “We have to play 
the match with the same re-
sponsibility as if it’s one 
match of the league. 90 min-
utes, we have to win to be 
first in the League and fin-
ished. And to win, that has to 
be the mentality for us.”

Mohun Bagan SG will 

take the pitch fresh from a 
thrilling 2-1 win over Mum-
bai City FC, which sealed 
them the League Shield.

On being asked whether 
the Shield success has had 
any negative impact on the 
players, Habas responded, “I 
have the responsibility to ac-
tivate the player in this situa-
tion. This is my work now. 
Because now the training is 
practically impossible to im-
prove them on the field.”

He continued, “Now, the 
most important thing is the 
intelligence of the players 
playing this match.”

Odisha FC talisman Roy 
Krishna will face his former 
team, and former coach with 
a place in the final at stake. 
During his tenure under Ha-
bas, Krishna bagged himself 
the Hero of the Season prize 
for his exceptional perfor-
mance in the 2020-21 sea-
son.

The Spanish tactician is 
still full of affection towards 
the Fijian forward but be-
lieves, that in football, they 
are not friends but oppo-
nents.

“Surely, I will give him 
one hug before and after the 
match. But now my interest 
is in my team. In football 
there are no friends, there are 
opponents,” shared Habas.

Midfielder Sahal Abdul 
Samad is back in the squad 
making his return from an 

injury. The 27-year-old has 
scored a goal and assisted 
four in his 13 appearances so 
far in the league.

Giving an injury update 
on his players, he shared, 
“He (Sahal) is perfectly 
100% fine. All I have to say 
now, is we have all the squad 
available for playing this 
match.”

“I'm very happy because 
the commitment to the proj-
ect until now is 100%,” he 
commented.

Forward Liston Colaco 
accompanied the head coach 
to the press conference.

Contributing to eight 
goals so far this season, in-
cluding four goals and four 
assists, Colaco was instru-
mental in Mohun Bagan 
SG’s League Shield success.

Sharing his insights 
about the upcoming semi-fi-
nals, he said, “They are also a 
very good team. I can say I 
have seen them also. They 
just play to win. Obviously, 
every team plays to win, so I 
expect the same from the op-
ponent. But, it's a semi-final 
and anything can happen. So 
we are also ready to play 
against Odisha.”The 
25-year-old stated that he 
would give his best for the 
team wherever needed.“My 
goal for the semi-final is to 
help my team in all possible 
ways. Maybe I can help my 
team in scoring a goal. 

Our mentality is to win: Mohun 
Bagan head coach Antonio Habas

New Delhi :  Only a year 
back, goalkeeper Padam 
Chettri was guarding the cit-
adel of a club, who failed to 
save themselves from rele-
gation.

His then club, Mumbai 
Kenkre FC, managed only 
three wins and conceded 40 
goals from 22 matches in the 
2022-23 I-League season 
and lost the rights to play the 
I-League this season.

Fast forward one year, 
the 26-year-old is now easily 
one of the most important 
members of the I-League 
champions Mohammedan 
Sporting and has even been 
awarded the Best Goalkeep-
er of the Season. The boys 
from Shillong, who only 
started his senior career in 
football just four years back, 
however, learned valuable 
lessons when his side were 
down and out.

“I spent two seasons at 
Kenkre, and the expectations 
were completely different in 
that kind of scenario. We 
struggled to save our exis-
tence in the I-League for two 
seasons,” said Chettri.

“It helped me grow as a 
person and as a player too. I 
had belief in my own abili-
ties when I joined Moham-
medan Sporting. I did not 
think about the past and 
worked every day to im-
prove myself," he said.

From conceding 27 
goals in 15 appearances with 
just one clean sheet, Padam 
Chettri has gone on to be a 
part of one of the most stable 
back-lines in the 2023-24 I-
League season, conceding 
only 18 goals in 22 appear-
ances, with eight clean sheets 
to his name.

The Best Goalkeeper of 
the season said, “I am very 

happy that my efforts have 
finally been recognised. We 
have all worked hard this 
season and won the league, 
which was the most impor-
tant thing. But the individual 
honour is also special. I am 
thankful to my teammates 
and coaches.”

The 26-year-old re-
mained humble, attributing 
the stellar performances to 
the defenders who operated 
in front of him.

“I made some good 
saves, which is again my 
duty, but I had some fine de-
fenders in front of me too.

It was a team effort. I al-
ways wanted to improve and 
would like to thank our goal-
keeping coach (Lalit Thapa) 
too, for his work with me,” 
said Chettri.

For Chettri, who had 
started his career at Rangda-
jied United FC in Shillong, 

before moving to Ryntih 
S&C, and eventually to 
Mumbai Kenkre FC, it was a 
unique experience to play for 
a club, which has a rich his-
tory of 133 years.

“It’s not easy to live up to 
the expectations of our fans, 
but it’s all about the mentali-
ty. It is added pressure, but if 
you take it the right way, it 
can help you stay focussed 
and work harder,” said 
Chettri.

“We must understand 
their emotions. They are our 
12th man on the pitch. We try 
our best, but sometimes the 
results are not what we ex-
pect. As a player, one needs 
to understand the emotions 
of the fans in such cases and 
work according to that," he 
said.“I don’t know how 
many expected us to win, but 
we believed in ourselves 
from the start,” said Chettri.

I-League best Goalkeeper Padam 
Chettri vows to improve every day

Madrid :  Jude Bellingham's injury 
time goal gave Real Madrid a 3-2 win at 
home to FC Barcelona to leave his side 
11 points clear at the top of La Liga with 
just six games left to play.

Bellingham popped up at the far 
post to score from Lucas Vazquez's low 
cross after Real Madrid twice came 
back from behind against a rival that 
needed to win to have any chance of de-
nying them the title.

Andreas Christensen headed Barca 
into an early lead, but Vinicius Jr equal-
ized with an 18th-minute penalty after 
Vazquez was judged to have been fouled 
by Pau Cubarsi.

Fermin Lopez put Barca back in 
front with just over 20 minutes left to 
play after a cross from the impressive 
Lamine Yamal, but poor defending from 
Joao Cancelo allowed Vazquez to nip in 
and

level just four minutes later to set up 
Bellingham's grandstand finish.

Atletico Madrid's dreadful away 
form continued as they were beaten 2-0 
away to Alaves, with Carlos Benavidez 
curling a lovely shot home in the 15th 
minute, before Luis Rioja's stunning 
goal in injury time gave the home side 
three points that should assure their top-
flight survival.

On Saturday, Girona virtually as-
sured a place in next season's UEFA 
Champions League with a 4-1 win at 
home to Cadiz.

Eric Garcia and Ivan Martin put Gi-
rona 2-0 up by the 22nd minute, with 
Artem Dovbyk and Portu adding further 
goals after the break.

Real Betis striker Ayoze Perez 
scored twice as his side won 2-1 away to 
Valencia and climbed above them into 
seventh place in La Liga in a tight battle 
to qualify for Europe next season.

Perez opened the scoring in the 19th 
minute after a brilliant pass from Isco 
and although Pepelu equalized for Va-
lencia from the penalty spot after 66 
minutes, his deflected shot in the 77th 
minute decided the match.

Real Sociedad remains sixth after 
being held 1-1 away to Getafe, with 
Juanmi Latasa's 29th-minute goal can-
celling out Ander Barrenetxea's 13th-
minute effort for Real Sociedad.

The visitors will be worried after 
losing defender Robin Le Normand in 
the closing minutes due to a knee injury.

Villarreal rode their luck to win 2-1 
away to bottom side Almeria and keep 
their European hopes alive, with Alex-
ander Sorloth scoring a 92nd-minute 
winner just five minutes after Almeria's 

Largie Ramazani was sent off after lash-
ing out while being held back.

Winger Ilias Akhomach had put Vil-
larreal ahead in the 25th minute, and 
Anthony Lozano leveled for the home 
side five minutes later. Sorloth's goal 
rounded off a good day for the Norwe-
gian, whose daughter had been born ear-
lier in the morning.

Celta Vigo moved six points clear of 
the relegation zone with a 4-1 win at 
home to Las Palmas, with Iago Aspas 
scoring twice and setting up Tasos Dou-
vikas, after Juan Herzog put the visitors 
ahead in the 11th minute. Williot Swed-
berg also scored as Celta claimed a vital 
win.

Rayo Vallecano also moved closer 
to safety with late goals from Pep Cha-
varria and Isi Palazon overturning Moi 
Gomez's first-half opener for Osasuna.

Athletic Bilbao's hopes of a top-
four finish suffered a setback on Friday 
night as they were held 1-1 at home to 
second from bottom Granada, who 
opened the scoring with Inaki Wil-
liams's own goal, before Gorka Guru-
zeta equalized with his 14th league goal 
of the season.

Athletic is three points behind At-
letico Madrid ahead of next weekend's 
visit to the Metropolitano Stadium.

Bellingham gives Real Madrid win over Barca
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Mumbai : The BSE Sensex 
on Monday rallied another 
560.29 pts to close strong at 
73648.62 as renewed buying 
was seen in Consumer Durable, 
Inustrials, Capital Goods and 
BSE services stocks amid posi-
tive Asian Market.

The National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) rose 189.40 pts at 
22,336.40.

The equity market remained 
in green throughout the session 
as the Sensex opened strong at 
73666.51, up 578 pts. It was 

spurted 679 pts at 73767.80, 
days high, before closing at 
73648.62, advancing 560.29 pts 
from it previous close.The NSE 
registered days high and low at 
22,375.65 and 22,198.16 pts re-
spectively.

In stocks, Consumer Dura-
ble was up by 2.53 pc followed 
by Industrials by 1.93 pc, Capital 
Goods by 1.65 pc and BSE ser-
vices by 1.53 pc.

In 30 scrips, 25 advanced, 
while 5 declined.

The gainers were L& T by 

2.67 pc to Rs 3613.30, Axis Bank 
by 2.38 pc to Rs 1054, Bajaj Fin-
serv by 2.36 pc to 7290.70, Ul-
tracemco by 2.09 pc to Rs 
9563.10 and Wipro by 2.01 pc to 
Rs 461.95.The losers were 
NTPC by 1.82 pc to Rs 343.05, 
HDFC Bank by 1.24 pc to Rs 
1512.30, JSW Steel by 1.17 pc to 
Rs 855.10 and IndusInd bank by 
0.46 pc to Rs 1476.40.

In Asian Market, Strait 
Times rose by 1.51 pc, Hang 
Seng by 1.74 pc and Kospi by 
1.43 pc.

Sensex surges 560.29 pts
Mumbai :  Riding on 

consistent growth in its sub-
scriber base, Jio Infocomm, 
the telecom arm of Reliance 
Industries on Monday re-
ported 13 per cent jump in 
net profit at Rs 5337 crore in 
the fourth quarter of FY24 
compared to Rs 4716 crore in 
the same quarter in 2022-23 
fiscal year.

The net profit for the full 
year 2023-24 stands at Rs 
20466 crore compared to Rs 
18207 crore in 2022-23.

The Company is mainly 
engaged in the business of 
providing Digital Services 
and is setting up 5G network 
and continues to augment its 
existing wireless and wire-
leine network capacity 
through out the country.

Jio’s revenue from oper-
ations registered a growth of 
11 per cent at Rs 25959 crore 
in the Q4 of 2023-24 com-
pared to Rs 23394 crore in 
the same quarter in the previ-

ous financial year.
The company will reveal 

its Average Revenue Per 
User (ARPU) and other de-

tails about subscriber base in 
the consolidated result of its 
parent company Reliance In-
dustries Limited.

Jio Infocomm net up 
13% at Rs 5337 cr in Q4

New Delhi : Plain gold 
jewellery exports surged 
62% to US$6.79 billion in 
financial year 2023-24 as 
compared to US$ 4.19 bil-
lion in financial year 2022-
23.

"Total gold jewellery 
(plain & studded jewel-
lery), which experienced a 
10.47% decline between 
April 2023 to September 
2023, rebounded strongly 
in the latter half of the year, 
achieving a growth of 
46.91%,” said Gem & Jew-
ellery Export Promotion 
Council (GJEPC).

As per GJEPC data re-
leased on Monday, the 
UAE emerged as a signifi-
cant market for plain gold 
jewellery exports from In-
dia.

The plain gold jewel-
lery shipments to the UAE 
was more than doubled in 
FY24 to US$ 4.52 billion 
as compared to US$ 2.18 
billion in the previous 
year.

"Markets of UAE and 

Bahrain accounted for 
over 85% of India’s plain 
gold jewellery exports," 
GJEPC said.

Australia also wit-
nessed a growth of 37% in 
plain gold jewellery ex-
ports attributing its growth 
to India-Australia free 
trade pact.

Speaking about the in-
crease in plain gold jewel-
lery exports, GJEPC 
Chairman Vipul Shah said, 
“The increase in plain gold 
jewellery exports may be 
attributed to the pragmatic 
foreign trade agreements 
by the government."

He further said, "The 

implementation of India-
UAE CEPA couldn't have 
come at a better time, espe-
cially when the industry 
faced various challenges 
with economic downturns 
in major export markets 
and escalating geopolitical 
concerns, all of which led 
to the decline in demand.”

Plain gold jewellery exports jump 
62 pc to $6.79 billion in FY24

Mumbai : The recent 
provisional payroll figures 
disclosed by the EPFO on 
April 20th, 2024, indicate a 
noteworthy increase of 15.48 
lakh net members during 
February 2024, as reported 
by the press information bu-
reau.

Within this data, it is evi-
dent that approximately 7.78 
lakh individuals were newly 
enrolled in February 2024. 
Notably, the 18-25 age 
bracket constitutes a signifi-
cant majority, representing 
56.36% of the total new 
members, suggesting a trend 
towards a younger work-
force, predominantly com-
prising first-time job seek-
ers.Furthermore, the payroll 
data highlights that roughly 
11.78 lakh members under-
went job transitions, opting 
to switch employers covered 
by the EPFO and transfer-
ring their accrued benefits 
instead of seeking final set-
tlements. This decision un-
derscores a focus on long-
term financial security and 
social protection.A gender 

analysis reveals that out of 
the 7.78 lakh new members, 
approximately 2.05 lakh are 
female, with a net addition of 
around 3.08 lakh female 
members for the month. This 
trend signifies a broader 
movement towards a more 
inclusive and diverse work-
force.Examining the month-

on-month comparison of in-
dustry-specific data, there is 
observable growth in mem-
bership within sectors such 
as manufacturing, computer-
related services, entertain-
ment, transportation, auto-
mobile servicing, and 
textiles. Notably, around 
41.53% of the total net mem-

bership increase is attributed 
to expert services, encom-
passing various fields like 
manpower supply, contract-
ing, security services, and 
miscellaneous activities.It's 
important to note that this 
payroll data is provisional, as 
the process of updating em-
ployee records is ongoing. 

Payroll Data: EPFO adds 15.48 lakh 
net members during February 2024

New Delhi : Greenply 
Industries, a prominent 
player in the wood panel in-
dustry, is intensifying its ef-
forts to bolster its plantation 
initiatives across various 
states, including Nagaland, 
West Bengal, and Gujarat, 
with the aim of ensuring a 
steady supply of raw materi-
als for its production facili-
ties nationwide.

The company's eco-res-
toration and plantation ini-
tiative, known as the Green 
Rise project, commenced in 
2014 and now spans an im-
pressive 52,983 acres of 
land, with over 42 million 
saplings planted to date.

J K Jain, Vice President 
of Projects at Greenply, ex-
pressed, "Our objective is to 
plant 50 million saplings by 
2025, expanding our green 
footprint to cover more than 
60,000 acres of land. We are 
committed to becoming a 
zero-waste company and 
are implementing wastewa-
ter management systems 
across all our manufactur-
ing plants in the country.

 Timber accounts for ap-
proximately 70% of our raw 
material requirements, 

hence, we are actively pro-
moting plantation on mar-
ginal and degraded lands to 
ensure a sustainable supply 
chain while conserving nat-

ural resources."
Aligned with the com-

pany's eco-forestry princi-
ples, Greenply involves lo-
cal communities in 

nurturing and maintaining 
trees for five years before 
harvesting them for ply-
wood manufacturing. "For 
every lakh trees harvested, 

we ensure that three to four 
lakh trees remain standing," 
Jain emphasized.

In Tizit village, Mon 
district, Nagaland, over 15 
saplings have been planted 
across 3,300 acres of land 
since 2014. "In Nagaland, 
our plantation initiative in-
cludes local species like eu-
calyptus, neem, and kho-
kan, as well as species 
developed in collaboration 
with the Rain Forest Re-
search Institute, which are 
suitable for our manufactur-
ing needs. Our plantation 
unit in Nagaland has been 
certified by the Forest Stew-
ardship Council, and ap-
proximately 7,475 local 
farmers are actively in-
volved in the project," Jain 
elaborated.

Beyond Nagaland, 
Greenply is conducting 
plantation activities in Kri-
parampur, South 24 Parga-
nas, West Bengal, Baripada, 
Odisha, and Bamanbore, 
Gujarat. Additionally, the 
company is gearing up to 
launch another plantation 
project for a forthcoming 
medium-density fiberboard 
(MDF) unit in Vadodara.

Greenply gets into plantation 
drive to ease raw material supply

Chennai  : Sona BLW Precision Forg-
ings, known as Sona Comstar, has officially 
opened its latest manufacturing facility in the 
Fipasi Industrial Park located in Silao, Mexi-
co. This move, as stated by the company, 
highlights its dedication to meeting the in-
creasing need for top-tier driveline solutions, 
particularly for battery electric vehicles 
(BEVs), within the North American market.

The newly inaugurated plant will special-
ize in the production of differential assem-
blies and reduction gears specifically tailored 
for battery electric vehicles. According to the 
company's announcement, the facility will 
adapt its product offerings over time to ac-
commodate the evolving technological land-
scape of electric vehicles.

For Indian companies, establishing a 
presence in Mexico serves as a pivotal manu-

facturing hub, granting smoother access to the 
North American market.

"Sona Comstar recognizes the pivotal 
role of North America, which constitutes a 
significant 40% of its revenue. The strategic 
location of the new manufacturing plant in 
Mexico is poised to bolster the company's 
supply chain efficiency and responsiveness to 
customer demands in the region," the state-
ment highlighted.

Vikram Verma, CEO of the driveline 
business at Sona Comstar, expressed, "Our 
objective is to cement our position as the pre-
ferred provider of driveline solutions for au-
tomakers in North America by establishing 
our new manufacturing base in Mexico. This 
expansion is aligned with our overarching 
growth strategy, aimed at leveraging the esca-
lating demand for electric vehicles."

Sona Comstar opens 
factory in Mexico
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