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Yogi orders regular 
police patrolling, bans 
objectionable posters 
ahead of Janmashtami

IndiGo introduces 
gender-neutral 'Mx' 
option for flight 
bookings
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Shikhar Dhawan 
and the moustache 
that enchanted fans
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BJP’s poll 
delay bid a 
sign it’s losing: 
Hooda

CBI & BJP 
conspiring to keep 
Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal in jail: AAP

The Age of Truth

New Delhi : Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday hailed 
India's space missions saying the 
nation's youth have benefited a lot 
from the space sector reforms.

"A lot is happening in Bharat 
of the 21st century that is strength-
ening the foundation of a devel-
oped Bharat" PM Modi said while 
addressing his 113th Episode of 
‘Mann Ki Baat’.

Touching upon the achieve-
ments made by the country's space 
sector, Modi said On August 23, 
the countrymen celebrated the 
first National Space Day. Last 
year, on this day, Chandrayan-3 
made a successful landing on the 
southern part of the moon at the 
Shiv-Shakti point.

"India became the world's first 
nation to achieve this pride-filled 
accomplishment" he added.

He said the space ecosystem 
has now become very vibrant,

Modi also interacted with a 
team from Spacetech Start-Up 
GalaxEye which was launched by 
the alumni of IIT-Madras.

Recalling his speech, on Au-
gust 15, the PM said while speak-
ing from the ramparts of the Red 
Fort, he had urged one lakh youth 
who are not from a political back-
ground to connect with the politi-
cal system.

"This point of mine has gar-
nered a tremendous response. We 
thus come to know that a large 
number of our youth are eagerly 
ready to enter politics" he said.

Modi also thanked the people 
for sending him letters from across 

the country on such subjects.
"Some youth have also written 

that dynastic politics crushes new 
talent. Some youth have men-
tioned that such efforts will lend 
more strength to our democracy. I 
thank each & everyone for send-
ing in suggestions on the subject" 
he said.

Modi said even during the 
freedom struggle, many such peo-
ple, who did not have any political 
background, came forward.

"I hope that now with our col-
lective efforts, youth who do not 
possess a political background 
will also be able to come forward 
in politics...their experience and 
their fervour will prove useful for 
the country," the PM said.

Speaking about the Har Ghar 
Tiranga campaign, the Prime Min-
ister said, in Reasi in Jammu and 
Kashmir, a Tiranga rally, bearing a 
750 metre long Flag was taken out 
on the Chenab Railway Bridge, 
the tallest Railway Bridge in the 
world.

He said whoever has viewed 
these pictures, would find their 
their hearts swelling with delight.

Modi said, there were capti-
vating pictures of the Tiranga 
Yatra on the Dal Lake in Srinagar 
and a yatra with a 600-foot-long 
Tiranga was carried out in East 
Kameng District in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

The Prime Minister also 
shared how sanitation workers 

from Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh 
created wonderful artworks out of 
garbage. He also shared how a 
startup ‘e-conscious’ uses plastic 
waste to craft eco-friendly prod-
ucts. Also, a startup named Eco-
kaari produces myriad beautiful 
items out of plastic waste.

The Prime Minister urged 
people to take part in the Catch the 
Rain Movement and also in the Ek 
Ped Maa Ke Naam campaign and 
plant more and more trees.

Speaking about World San-
skrit Day, which was celebrated a 
few days ago, PM Modi said, Vytis 
Vidunas a professor in Lithuania 
has embarked upon a unique en-
deavour.

"A group comprising a few 

people came together on the banks 
of the Neris river and performed 
recitation of the Vedas and the 
Gita there. Such endeavours have 
been continuing there over the 
past few years" he added

Modi said people should try 
and bring forward such efforts 
which promote the Sanskrit Lan-
guage.

Touching upon the issue of fit-
ness. the prime minister said it is 
extremely important in the lives of 
people and urged them to be fit, 
and keep paying attention to their 
diet and lifestyles.

The prime minister said to 
make people aware of the need for 
fitness, the Fit India campaign was 
launched.

"To be fit, we have to keep 
paying attention to our diet, our 
lifestyles... everything. To make 
people aware of fitness, the Fit In-
dia campaign was launched" he 
added.

Raising the issue of children's 
nutrition, the PM said "It is a pri-
ority for the country. We pay at-
tention towards their nutrition 
during the entire year but there is 
one particular month that is dedi-
cated to focus especially on this 
matter. For this, every year, Nutri-
tion Month is celebrated from the 
1st of September to the 30th of 
September."

During the programme, the 
Prime Minister also called upon 
the people to take part in the 
"Catch the Rain Movement" and 
reminded the "EK PED MAAN 
KE NAAM" campaign.

PM Modi hails Indian 
space sector Jalgaon : The Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi to-
day address today Lakhpati 
Didi gathering in Jalgaon 
and handed out certificates 
and felicitated 11 lakh new 
Lakhpati Didis who recently 
became Lakhpati during the 
third term of the present gov-
ernment. The Prime Minister 
also interacted with Lakhpati 
Didis from across the coun-
try. Modi released a Revolv-
ing Fund of Rs 2,500 crore, 
benefiting about 48 lakh 
members of 4.3 lakh Self-
Help Groups (SHG). He also 
disbursed bank loans of Rs 
5,000 crore which will bene-
fit 25.8 lakh members of 2.35 
lakh SHGs. Since the incep-
tion of the Lakhpati Didi Yo-
ajna, one crore women have 
already been made Lakhpati 
Didis and the government 
has set a target of three crore 
Lakhpati Didis.

Prime Minister paid con-
dolences to the victims of the 
bus accident tragedy in Tana-
hun, Nepal where several 
people from Jalgaon lost 
their lives.Expressing happi-
ness over the attendance of a 
huge crowd of mothers and 
sisters at the mega event of 
Lakhpati Didi Sammelan, 
Modi said, “Today, funds of 
more than Rs 6000 Crore 
were disbursed for lakhs of 
Women SHGs spanning 
across India”. He added that 
this corpus of funds will bol-
ster many women to trans-
form into ‘Lakhpati Didis’.

Modi underlined that the 

mothers and sisters of Maha-
rashtra give a glimpse of the 
glorious culture and tradi-
tions of the state. “Traditions 
of Maharashtra are known 
not only in India but around 
the world”, the Prime Minis-
ter remarked. He mentioned 
witnessing the culture of Ma-
harashtra during his recent 
visit to Poland and said that 
the people of Maharashtra 
are highly respected by Pol-
ish citizens. He spoke about 
the Kolhapur Memorial that 
is dedicated to the spirit of 
service and hospitality of the 
people of Kolhapur by the 
people of Poland. The Prime 
Minister noted that women 
power of India has always 
contributed to building the 
future of the society and the 
nation. “Today when India is 
striving to become devel-
oped, our women power is 
once again coming forward,” 
emphasized Modi.

Underlining that the 
Lakhpati Didi campaign is 
not just a way to boost the in-
come of mothers and sisters 
but a mega campaign to 
strengthen the family and fu-
ture generations, the Prime 
Minister said that it is trans-
forming the rural economy. 
“Every woman present here 
knows that her social posi-
tion in society is elevated 
when she starts to make a liv-
ing”, the Prime Minister ex-
claimed, noting that the pur-
chasing power of a family 
also goes up with an increase 
in income.

Lead Modi Felicitates and gives 
certificates to 11 lakh new Lakhpati Didis

New Delhi : Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Sunday said that illicit 
trafficking of narcotics in 
India is severely impairing 
national security and the en-
tire narcotics network needs 
to be dismantled with a 'Top 
to Bottom and Bottom to 
Top approach'.

Shah said that money 
earned from illicit drug 
trade promotes terrorism 
and Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) and weakens the 
country's economy and 
drugs not only ruin the 

country's young generation 
but also weaken the coun-
try's national security.

The Home Minister was 
speaking after virtually in-
augurating the Zonal Unit 
Office of the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB) in Rai-
pur. He also chaired a re-
view meeting on the 
Narcotics scenario in 
Chhattisgarh.

In his address, Shah said 
that the government's re-
solve of a drug-free India by 
2047, is today becoming the 
resolve of every citizen of 

the country, an official state-
ment said.

Shah said, "Unless we 
attack the entire network, 
we will not be able to 
achieve the goal of a drug-
free India which is signifi-
cant for building a prosper-
ous, safe and glorious 
India".

Stating that drugs are 
not just India's problem but 
a global menace, he under-
lined that, "If we fight the 
battle against drugs in India 
with intensity, seriousness 
and a comprehensive strat-

egy, we can win this battle.
Shah said that everyone 

should move forward to-
gether on the zero-tolerance 
policy against narcotics and 
fulfil PM Modi's resolve of a 
drug-free India.

"Today the Raipur Zon-
al Office of NCB has been 
inaugurated. This office will 
play an important role in 
controlling narcotics not 
only in the state but in the 
entire region. Our aim is to 
have the presence of NCB in 
every state of the country. 
Our government will end 

the drug trade by establish-
ing NCB offices in every 
state with the cooperation of 
the state governments," the 
Home Minister asserted.

He also expressed con-
cern over the changing trend 
of drug trafficking and its 
moving from natural to syn-
thetic drugs, and empha-
sized on the use of scientific 
methods in the investigation 
of drug-trafficking cases.

He said that we need to 
work with a ‘Top to Bottom 
and Bottom to Top’ ap-
proach and dismantle the 

entire network in a ruthless 
manner.

Stating that the user of 
drugs is a victim while the 
one who trades in it is a 
criminal, Shah said, "We 
can be successful in this 
fight only by following the 
four principles of detection 
of drugs, destruction of the 
network, detention of the 
culprit and rehabilitation of 
the addict. We will get com-
plete success only by adopt-
ing a whole of Government 
approach in the fight against 
drugs".

Need to dismantle narcotics network: Shah

New Delhi : Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, as 
a part of his ongoing tour to 
the US, visited the William 
B. Morgan Large Cavita-
tion Channel (LCC) in the 
Naval Surface Warfare 
Centre (NSWC) at Mem-
phis, Tennessee.

The LCC is one of the 
world's largest and most 
technically advanced wa-
ter tunnel facilities for test-
ing submarines, torpedoes, 
naval surface ships, and 
propellers.

Singh was briefed at 
the facility, and he also 

witnessed an actual tunnel 
experiment, an official 
statement said.

The Minister was ac-
companied by the Ambas-
sador of India to the US, 
the Director General of 
Naval Operations from the 
Indian Navy, and the 
DRDO Defence Technolo-
gy Counsellor, among oth-
ers.

He was received by the 
US Deputy Under Secre-
tary of the Navy for Policy 
and briefed by the Com-
mander and Technical Di-
rector of the NSWC.

The discussions also 
intend to support the ongo-
ing proposal for the estab-
lishment of similar facili-
ties for indigenous design 
and development in India.

Meanwhile, Rajnath 
Singh, on his social media 
handle X, shared, "I visited 
the Naval Surface Warfare 
Centre at Carderock and 
witnessed the pathbreak-
ing experiments at the fa-
cility. India and the US 
look forward to working 
together and benefiting 
from each other’s experi-
ences."

Rajnath Singh visits Naval 
Surface Warfare Centre in US

Scared of losing, BJP wants Haryana 
polling date postponed: Chautala
Chandigarh : Ridicul-

ing the BJP for seeking post-
ponement of the Haryana 
Assembly polling date, for-
mer state Deputy Chief Min-
ister Dushyant Chautala has 
said it only shows that the 
saffron outfit is "afraid" of 
losing the election.

Addressing mediaper-
sons in Jind on Saturday, the 
Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) 
chief claimed the ruling BJP 
has reached out to the ECI 
requesting the polling, cur-
rently slated for October 1 
for the 90-member Assem-
bly, be deferred as its support 
base in the state has "shrunk".

"The BJP is afraid of los-
ing the polls. So it is scared 
after the announcement of 
the early polling date. It is 
because of this that it has 
reached out to the Election 
Commission requesting the 
date of polling be pushed 
back. We don't think the 
Commission will consider 
this request," said Chautala.

He was referring to the 
letters give to the ECI by the 
BJP and the opposition Indi-
an National Lok Dal request-
ing the polling date be de-
ferred by almost a week as 
they apprehend a low turnout 
in view of a host of holidays 
around the current election 
date.

Chautala prophesied that 

the BJP would not be able to 
win even 20 seats.

He said the people of 
Haryana are very angry with 
the BJP, and on October 1 
they will express their anger 
by voting in large numbers.

Taking on the Congress, 
Chautala said before the BJP, 
the Congress divided the 
state on the basis of regional-
ism during its 10 year rule. 
"Everyone is aware of the 
poor condition of roads in all 
areas except one region dur-
ing Congress rule. There was 
regionalism in jobs and cor-
ruption and the people of the 
state will never forget the 
rule of the Congress".

In response to a ques-
tion, Chautala said for the 

last four years, former Union 
Minister Birender Singh has 
been repeatedly saying that 
"Dushyant Chautala will not 
contest elections from Ucha-
na"

"But I am still in my 
Uchana and will remain here 
in future too. I will contest 
from Uchana and win," he 
said. Earlier, Chautala held a 
meeting with party workers 
regarding the assembly elec-
tions and gave them the nec-
essary guidelines. He said 
party workers should work 
hard for the next 36 days.

He expressed confidence 
that JJP will win more num-
ber of seats than last time and 
play an important role in 
government formation.

Chennai : The science 
data of India's third Lunar 
mission Chandryaan-3 was 
released to the scientific com-
munity. In a update, ISRO 
said the data was released by 
Union Minister of State 
(Space) Dr Jitendra Singh at 
New Delhi on the occasion of 
National Space Day, which 
was celebrated to commemo-
rate soft landing on the South 
polar region of the Moon. 
The Chandrayaan-3 mission 
consisted of a Vikram Land-
er, Pragyan Rover, and a pro-
pulsion module (PM). The 
lander soft-landed on August 
23, 2023 at the southern high 
latitudes on the Moon. Post-
landing, the rover moved 
around the landing site and 
covered 101m distance. All 
the payloads on the Lander, 
Rover and Propulsion mod-
ule were operated and col-
lected in-situ data pertaining 
to seismicity, thermo-physi-

cal properties, plasma envi-
ronment and elemental com-
position of the landing 
region. Indian Space Science 
Data Center (ISSDC) is the 
nodal center for archiving 
planetary missions' data of 
ISRO. The Chandrayaan-3 
data are available in Plane-
tary Data System-4 (PDS4) 
standard and are peer re-
viewed for sharing with glob-
al scientific community and 
general public. Chandray-
aan-3 datasets are now avail-
able on PRADAN (Policy 
based data Retrieval, Analyt-
ics, Dissemination And Noti-
fication system) which is a 
browse and dissemination 
web application, designed by 
ISSDC to disseminate Chan-
drayaan data to the scientific 
community. Users of the sci-
entific data may register 
themselves and access and 
browse the data from 
PRADAN portal of ISSDC.

Chandrayaan-3 data released 
to scientific community
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Lucknow :  Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath has di-
rected authorities to ensure 
that the festival of Sri 
Krishna Janmashtami is 
celebrated on a grand note 
with traditional devotion 
across the state, including 
all reserve police lines, po-
lice stations, and prisons.

As part of the prepara-
tions, the Chief Minister 
has emphasised the need 
for robust security, cleanli-
ness, and logistical ar-
rangements during the 
Krishna Leela events, tab-
leaus, and processions. He 
has ordered the deploy-
ment of adequate police 
forces at crowded loca-
tions to ensure public safe-
ty.

In line with these di-
rectives, DG Jail Rama 
Shastri of the Uttar Pradesh 
Prison Administration and 
Reform Services has is-
sued orders for the tradi-
tional celebration of Sri 
Krishna Janmashtami in 
all state prisons.

The CM issued the 
necessary guidelines to the 
officials on Sunday re-
garding the Janmashtami 
festival. He said that Jan-
mashtami is celebrated 
with great reverence and 
pomp in Mathura, the 
birthplace of Lord Krish-
na, in which lakhs of devo-
tees from the country and 
abroad participate.

He highlighted the sen-
sitive nature of the Shri 
Krishna Janmabhoomi and 
Shahi Idgah Mosque sites, 
which have been on the ra-
dar of ISI and various ter-
rorist organisations. He 
called for special attention 
to be given to security ar-
rangements in the area.

The CM also under-
scored the importance of 
preventing disputes during 
worship and processions. 
He pointed out that con-
flicts often arise over the 
decoration of tableaus at 
disputed sites, disagree-
ments over procession 
routes, and the organisa-
tion of non-traditional 
events. Additionally, the 
use of loudspeakers during 

processions, particularly 
when they pass near reli-
gious sites of other com-
munities, has previously 
led to controversies.

To avoid such situa-
tions, Yogi directed that all 
necessary arrangements be 
made with sensitivity. He 
also mandated the videog-
raphy of processions for 
security purposes, ensur-
ing that all CCTV cameras 
along the procession routes 
and at event venues are op-
erational. Furthermore, 
drone cameras should be 
deployed to monitor key 
sensitive areas.

He further instructed 
that a comprehensive list 
of Leela Sthals, Pandals, 
Temples, and Shobha 
Yatras be compiled for 
each district, with a well-
coordinated police ar-
rangement in place. Addi-
tionally, he emphasised the 
importance of robust secu-
rity and traffic manage-
ment, taking into account 
the anticipated number of 
devotees expected to at-
tend these events.

CM Yogi made it clear 
that no new traditions 
should be introduced un-
der any circumstances. He 
ordered the updating of 
lists containing the names 
of anti-social and commu-

nal elements, stressing that 
strict action should be tak-
en against such individuals 
if necessary.

Highlighting the large-
scale programs held at Po-
lice Llines and ISKCON 
temples across districts, 
where a significant num-
ber of devotees, including 
women, children, and the 
elderly, participate, he 
called for effective securi-
ty measures and traffic 
management by district of-
ficials to ensure the safe 
conduct of these events.

The Chief Minister 
also addressed the need for 
preemptive measures to 
handle potential disputes. 
He directed that police and 
revenue department offi-
cers should review any 
past or current disputes re-
lated to the Janmashtami 
festival, study the situation 
thoroughly, and take the 
necessary action to defuse 
tension.

CM Yogi urged clear 
communication with sub-
ordinate staff, instructing 
them to proactively inves-
tigate all disputes within 
their assigned areas. He 
also recommended that se-
nior officers, including the 
District Magistrate, Super-
intendent of Police, Sub-
District Magistrate, and 

Circle Officer, personally 
visit sites with potential 
disputes to resolve them 
promptly.

The CM directed that 
police parties should be 
sent out regularly for pa-
trolling and checking in all 
districts. He emphasised 
that morning patrol units 
(poster parties) should 
conduct thorough checks 
to ensure that no objection-
able posters are displayed 
in public areas.

 He reminded the po-
lice department of its tradi-
tion of celebrating this fes-
tival with dignity and joy, 
underscoring the impor-
tance of maintaining these 
values during the festivi-
ties.

In addition to security 
measures, he stressed the 
need for the festival to be 
celebrated in a traditional 
and respectful manner. He 
firmly stated that no inde-
cent dance programs 
should be allowed during 
the celebrations. He in-
structed the police com-
missioners, district in-
charges, and commanders 
to closely monitor all 
planned programs in ad-
vance and ensure that no 
indecent or obscene dia-
logues or dances take place 
during the festivities.

Yogi orders regular police patrolling, bans 
objectionable posters ahead of Janmashtami

Srinagar :  Jammu and 
Kashmir National Confer-
ence (NC) leader Sajjad 
Shafi Uri alleged on Sunday 
that political parties who are 
not part of the INDIA alli-
ance are secretly collaborat-
ing with the BJP.

He made these remarks 
while inaugurating the par-
ty's election office in Boni-
yar, Uri, in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district doay.

Sajad, who is likely to be 
the party candidate from the 
border constituency of Uri, 
claimed that these parties, 
who remained silent during 
the Lok Sabha elections, are 
now adopting an under-
ground strategy to support 
the BJP in the upcoming as-
sembly elections.

He challenged them to 
openly apologise for their 

past support for the BJP, stat-
ing that NC's pro-people 
policies will provide jobs, 
free electricity, water, and 

increased ration quotas.
The event was attended 

by senior NC leaders, includ-
ing DDC Mohammad Ismail 

Khan, Tehsil President Raja 
Javaid, Block President Na-
zir Ahmed Chack, and oth-
ers.

Parties not part of INDIA alliance 
secretly collaborate with BJP: Shafi Uri

Kolkata, Aug 25 (UNI) The strik-
ing Kolkata medics on Sunday de-
manded the resignation of city Police 
Commissioner Vineet Goyal and his 
questioning by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation as part of the federal 
agency's ongoing probe into the mur-
der and rape of a doctor in R G Kar 
Medical College and Hospital on Au-
gust 9.

The demand for action against the 
police chief was voiced on the 17th day 
of a cease-work of junior medics who 
have refused to attend Outdoor Patient 
Department (OPD) over their demands 
of justice for their murdered colleague 
and security at work place.

The agitating medics announced 
that their cease-work at the OPDs in 
government-run institutions across 
West Bengal would continue till the 
time there is visible progress in the in-
vestigation.

The medics have also called a mass 
convention on Monday at Calcutta 
Medical College and Hospital in Cen-
tral Kolkata.

The protesting doctors also de-
manded immediate suspension of oust-
ed RGKH principal Sandip Ghosh, 
who has been facing daily questioning 
by the CBI for alleged lapses in the 

murder case alleged financial irregu-
larities in the troubled hospital since 
2021.On Sunday, the CBI’s anti-cor-
ruption unit carried out searches at 15 
places in Kolkata and Howrah and 
North 24 Parganas districts over the al-
leged financial irregularities in the hos-
pital.The CBI raided the house and of-
fices of Ghosh, former superintendent 
Sanjay Vashist's house and office, 
premises of hospital’s former forensic 
chief Debashish Shome and business-
man and supplier Biplab Singha in the 

alleged monetary scam.
BJP's state general secretary Jag-

annath Chatterjee on Saturday alleged 
a bio-medical waste disposal scandal 
in government hospitals.

He claimed a company which was 
given a contract to handle medical 
waste of 52,000 beds did not have a 
waste disposal unit in West Bengal.He 
also demanded an Enforcement De-
partment (ED) probe into money laun-
dering aspect of the financial irregu-
larities in government hospitals.

Kolkata police chief should 
resign, face CBI grilling: Medics

Bengaluru :  In a fiery 
allegation, a Congress MLA 
has accused the opposition 
BJP of orchestrating a high-
stakes scheme, dubbed 'Op-
eration Kamala,' to destabi-
lise the Siddaramaiah-led 
government in Karnataka.

The MLA claims that 
BJP operatives are now of-
fering a staggering Rs 100 
crore to Congress legislators 
to lure them away and create 
political chaos.

Ravikumar Gowda, the 
Congress MLA from Man-
dya, dropped a bombshell on 
Sunday, accusing the BJP of 
escalating their bribery offer 
from Rs 50 crore to an eye-
watering Rs 100 crore.

"Only a few days ago, 
someone approached me 
with an offer of Rs 100 crore 
to buy off 50 MLAs," Gowda 
revealed in a press confer-
ence. He emphasised that, 
despite these extravagant 
bribes, the Congress govern-

ment remains solid and un-
wavering.

The term 'Operation Ka-
mala,' or 'Operation Lotus,' 
refers to the BJP's alleged 
strategy to engineer defec-
tions among opposition leg-
islators in a bid to install a 
BJP-led government and en-

sure its stability.Gowda re-
vealed that he received a re-
cent call from a BJP 
intermediary offering the in-
creased bribe. "I told them to 
keep their Rs 100 crore," 
Gowda said sternly, adding 
that he contemplated report-
ing the matter to the Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED). 
"They are constantly plot-
ting to undermine our gov-
ernment, but our position re-
mains unshakable."

Earlier, in October of the 
previous year, Gowda had 
made similar accusations, al-
leging that BJP operatives 

were attempting to entice 
Congress legislators with of-
fers of Rs 50 crore and minis-
terial positions. He claimed 
to have evidence supporting 
these allegations, including 
communications with sever-
al legislators.Gowda did not 
hold back in his criticism of 
the BJP, naming several key 
figures in the alleged con-
spiracy, including BJP Na-
tional General Secretary BL 
Santhosh, Union Ministers 
Shobha Karandlaje and Pral-
had Joshi, and JD(S) leader 
HD Kumaraswamy. "These 
people are working together 
to destabilise our govern-
ment," Gowda charged."The 
BJP's attempts are nothing 
but a desperate gamble," 
Gowda asserted. "Our 
MLAs are steadfast and will 
not be swayed by these 
ploys. We are compiling evi-
dence to expose these cor-
rupt practices and will pres-
ent it to the authorities.

Cong MLA accuses BJP of Rs 100 cr 
bribery plot to topple Karnataka govt

Bengaluru : A delega-
tion of influential seers from 
Dalit and backward class 
communities met Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Sunday, offering 
their "unconditional moral 
support" following Gover-
nor Thaawarchand Gehlot's 
decision to sanction prosecu-
tion against him in the Mysu-
ru Urban Development Au-
thority (MUDA) site 
allotment case.

The Chief Minister's of-
fice responded robustly to 
the Governor's move, accus-
ing the Central government 
and the Raj Bhavan of at-
tempting to destabilise the 
state administration. The 

statement from Siddara-
maiah’s office emphasised 
the seers' commitment to 
uniting against these per-
ceived conspiracies and sup-
porting the Chief Minister's 
leadership.

Governor Gehlot’s deci-
sion on August 16 to approve 
prosecution under Section 
17A of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988, and 
Section 218 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 
2023, has posed a serious 
challenge to the Congress 
government, which has been 
in power for nearly 15 
months. The sanction fol-
lows petitions from activists 
Pradeep Kumar S P, T J Abra-

ham, and Snehamayi Krish-
na, who allege corruption in 
the MUDA site allotment.In 
a related development, the 
High Court has instructed the 
special court for people’s 
representatives to postpone 
its proceedings against Sid-
daramaiah until August 29, 
providing a temporary re-
prieve amidst the unfolding 
legal battle.The delegation 
comprised prominent spiri-
tual figures, including Jagad-
guru Sri Niranjanananda 
Puri Swamiji of the Kaginele 
Kanaka Guru Peetha, and 
Jagadguru Sri Shanthaveera 
Mahaswamiji of Sri Jagadg-
uru Kunchitiga Mahasamst-
hana Math (Hosadurga).

Dalit, BC seers rally behind 
Karnataka CM amid Muda case

Chennai :  Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin 
on Sunday announced sola-
tium of Rs three lakh each to 
the families of four work-
ers, who were killed in two 
blasts at the cracker manu-
facturing unit in May-
iladuthurai and Dindigul 
districts.

An official release Mr 
Stalin expressed deep grief 
and anguish over their 
deaths and announced the 
solatium from the Chief 
Minister's Public Relief 
Fund.

It said two workers, 
Kannan alias Chinnan (42) 
and Muneeswaran alias 
Masa (30), were charred to 
death in the blast at Avich-
ipatti village in Natham Ta-
luk in Dindigul district of 
the State.

In the other mishap, that 
took place at Tiruvalangadu 
in Mayiladuthurai district, 
two workers, Karnan (45) 
and Lakshmanan (45) wee 

killed in the blast and two 
others sustained injuries.

Mr Stalin offered his 
heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family members 
and announced an assis-
tance of Rs three lakh each 

to their families.
He also announced Rs 

one lakh each to the two in-
jured as assistance and di-
rected the hospital authori-
ties to provide the best of 
treatment to them.

Stalin announces solatium 
to cracker blast victims

Chandigarh :  Castigat-
ing BJP MP Kangana Ranaut 
for her controversial state-
ments, the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Sunday accused 
the actor of deliberately try-
ing to disrupt the peaceful 
atmosphere in Punjab.

In a statement, AAP 
spokesperson in the state 
Neel Garg said Kangana 
Ranaut often gives state-
ments defaming the farmers 
of Punjab and sometimes 
even calls Punjabis terror-
ists. Her statements seem to 
have the support of the cen-
tral leadership of BJP or the 
party is deliberately making 
her give such statements.

He said BJP has been tar-

geting Punjab since the time 
of the farmers' movement. 
Whoever raises his or her 
voice against the Modi gov-

ernment, the central govern-
ment tries to defame or ha-
rass him. The same is being 
done with Punjab.

BJP MP Kangana trying to disrupt 
peace in Punjab: Neel Garg

Dharamshala :  Former 
Speaker of Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly and BJP 
legislator from Sullah, Vipin 
Singh Parmar, on Sunday at-
tacked the Congress govern-
ment over joblessness and 
said Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu has cheated 
unemployed youth in the 
name of employment guar-
antee.

Parmar said the youth are 
protesting on streets as there 
is a complete ban on new re-
cruitments, including routine 
competitive examinations.

The former Vidhan Sab-
ha Speaker and Kangra-
Chamba BJP in-charge said 

that before the elections, the 
Congress leaders had pub-
licly said that if they come to 
power, they will stop out-
sourcing and provide one 
lakh permanent jobs every 
year but they have failed to 
do so.Parmar said that the 
BJP ran the state government 
for five years and despite the 
adverse circumstances cre-
ated by the economic crisis 
and the pandemic payment 
of salary of employees and 
DA and arrears was never de-
layed.This is the first govern-
ment which is taking loans 
recklessly but neither the sal-
ary is being given on time nor 
DA and arrears, he said.

Joblessness in HP 
at its peak: BJP
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Delhi police recover 
pistol from school 
bag of 10-year-old 
boy in Najafgarh
New Delhi :  A ten-year-
old student in Delhi's Na-
jafgarh was discovered 
with a pistol in his school 
bag, officials reported on 
Sunday. The weapon was 
found during school 
hours, prompting the ad-
ministration to immedi-
ately notify the police.The 
authorities confirmed that 
the firearm was registered 
in the name of the boy's 
late father, who passed 
away a few months earlier. 
Steps are being taken to 
revoke the gun's license, 
and the incident is cur-
rently under investigation.

Delhi's minimum tem-
perature recorded at 
25.4 degrees Celsius
New Delhi  :  Delhi's mini-
mum temperature on Sun-
day was slightly below the 
average, recorded at 25.4 
degrees Celsius, accord-
ing to the Meteorological 
Department. At 8:30 am, 
the humidity level was 86 
percent.The weather fore-
cast suggests generally 
cloudy skies with a chance 
of light rain throughout 
the day, with the maxi-
mum temperature expect-
ed to reach around 35 de-
grees Celsius.As of 9 am, 
the (AQI) in the national 
capital was categorized as 
'satisfactory,' with a read-
ing of 91, as per the Cen-
tral Pollution Control 
Board. An AQI reading of 
0-50 is considered 'good,' 
51-100 'satisfactory,' 101-
200 'moderate,' 201-300 
'poor,' 301-400 'very poor,' 
and 401-500 'severe.'

Govt not worried about 
dengue: Cong
New Delhi :  On Saturday, 
the Delhi Congress ac-
cused the (AAP) govern-
ment of neglecting the ris-
ing dengue cases in the 
capital, alleging that the 
administration was more 
focused on using official 
resources to defend Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and secure his release 
from jail. There was no 
immediate response from 
the AAP government.Del-
hi Congress President De-
vender Yadav issued a 
press statement noting 
that hospitals in the city 
had reported 300 dengue 
cases so far. He criticized 
the Delhi government and 
the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) for 
their lack of preparedness 
in addressing the situa-
tion.Yadav highlighted 
that regular monsoon 
rains have led to waterlog-
ging and increased water 
accumulation, which has 
exacerbated the spread of 
vector-borne diseases. He 
pointed out that despite an 
advisory from the Union 
Health Ministry, many 
hospitals lack the basic fa-
cilities needed to treat 
dengue patients. Since 
2022, Delhi has reported 
over 10,000 dengue cases 
and nine deaths, yet the 
AAP government and the 
MCD have failed to act ef-
fectively to prevent fur-
ther outbreaks, Yadav 
claimed.

72-year-old held for 
raping minor
New Delhi : A 72-year-old 
man was arrested for al-
legedly repeated sexual 
assault of a 7-year-old girl 
in south Delhi’s Ambed-
kar Nagar. The accused is 
the landlord of the family 
and was reported by the 
child’s parents after she 
disclosed the abuse.Ac-
cording to Delhi Police, 
the girl's parents live in the 
landlord's house as ten-
ants. The father is a la-
bourer while her mother is 
a homemaker.The girl re-
vealed to her parents that 
the elderly man assaulted 
her whenever they were 
out of the house. She stat-
ed that the abuse had been 
ongoing for the past 
month, with the most re-
cent incident occurring 
three days ago. tnnWe also 
published the following 
articles recentlyMan ar-
rested for sexually abus-
ing 5-year-old girl in Ma-
harashtra's Sinnar taluka.

Briefs :

New Delhi : The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) on Sat-
urday accused the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) of con-
spiring to keep Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal in 
jail in connection with the 
excise policy case. Senior 
AAP leaders Manish Sisodia 
and Atishi claimed that while 
the CBI had requested addi-
tional time from the Supreme 
Court to file a response to 
Kejriwal's bail plea, it simul-
taneously leaked details to 
the media.

The BJP, in response, 
challenged AAP to contest 
the CBI's actions in the Su-
preme Court if the party be-
lieved the agency was acting 
dishonestly or with bias.

Former Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
took to social media plat-
form X (formerly Twitter) to 
express his concerns, stating 
in Hindi that the CBI had re-
quested a 14-day extension 
in court to prepare its reply 
on Kejriwal's bail plea. Yet, 
on the same day, the CBI's 
response was allegedly 
leaked to the media to create 
one-sided headlines. Sisodia 
further accused the CBI of 
acting under BJP's direction 
to ensure Kejriwal remained 
in jail, but asserted that such 
"headline management" ef-
forts would ultimately fail, 
and the truth would prevail.

On Friday, the Supreme 
Court postponed the hearing 
on Kejriwal’s bail plea to 
September 5 after the CBI 
sought additional time to 
submit its affidavit. Kejriwal 
has filed two petitions chal-
lenging the denial of bail and 
his arrest by the CBI in the 
case.

At a press conference on 
Saturday, Minister Atishi 
echoed Sisodia's sentiments, 
alleging that the "BJP's CBI" 
had sought a week to file its 
affidavit in the Supreme 
Court but ensured that the in-

formation was widely publi-
cized in the media. She ac-
cused the CBI of lying to the 
Supreme Court in order to 
keep Kejriwal in jail for a 
few more days, but insisted 
that despite these efforts, the 
truth would eventually come 
to light, just as it did in Man-
ish Sisodia's case.

Delhi BJP spokesperson 
Praveen Kapoor criticized 
AAP, labeling it an "anarchic 
party" and accusing its lead-
ers of expecting investiga-
tive agencies to operate ac-
cording to their whims. He 

argued that for AAP leaders, 
any opposition from investi-
gative agencies or courts is 
seen as biased and influenced 
by the BJP.

Delhi Congress Presi-
dent Devender Yadav added 
that the Supreme Court’s de-
cision to defer Kejriwal’s 
bail hearing indicated that 
the CBI had found credible 
evidence of his direct in-
volvement in the alleged li-
quor scam, necessitating his 
continued judicial custody to 
ensure an impartial investi-
gation.

CBI & BJP conspiring to keep 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal in jail: AAP

New Delhi : With a recent spike 
in sewer-related complaints in Delhi, 
Water Minister Atishi has accused a 
conspiracy of deliberately depriving 
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) of neces-
sary funds, leading to a shortage of 
manpower and machinery crucial for 
sewer maintenance and repair. Ac-
cording to Atishi, since the 2023-24 
fiscal year, the Delhi government's 
finance department has imposed "un-
necessary" obstacles, creating what 
she describes as an "artificial finan-
cial crisis" for the DJB.

Documents accessed by TOI re-
veal that the funds allocated to DJB 
in this fiscal year's budget have not 
been released according to the 
planned schedule, severely hamper-
ing the water utility's operations. 
Typically, the budget funds are to be 
released in three installments: 25% in 
April or May, 50% in September or 
October, and the remaining 25% in 
January or February. However, in the 
2023-24 fiscal year, funds were only 
released by March 31. After the DJB 
petitioned the Supreme Court for the 
release of nearly ₹1,500 crore, which 
would have otherwise lapsed at the 
end of the financial year, the finance 
department released ₹500 crore, 
which was used to clear outstanding 
payments, leaving ₹777 crore in lia-
bilities carried over to the next fiscal 
year.

The situation hasn't improved 
much in the current financial year. Of 
the ₹7,195 crore allocated to the DJB 
in the 2024-25 budget, only ₹1,100 
crore has been released so far, with 
August almost over.

 A significant portion of this 
amount was used to settle the previ-
ous year's liabilities. Due to this fund 
shortage, the DJB has reduced its 
workforce and machinery, bringing 
its operations to a near standstill.

Atishi expressed concern over 
the situation, stating, "Every day, we 

are receiving complaints of sewers 
overflowing. Delhi is on the verge of 
a public health crisis.

" She added that many sewer 
lines have broken or collapsed, but 
the DJB is unable to replace them due 
to the lack of funds, which she claims 
have been intentionally withheld to 
create a financial crisis.

As the chairperson of the DJB 
and also in charge of finance and 
planning, Atishi pointed out that de-
spite the increased budgetary alloca-
tion for the DJB this fiscal year, from 
₹6,340 crore in 2023-24 to ₹7,195 
crore in 2024-25, the finance depart-
ment has repeatedly delayed the re-
lease of funds.

 She noted that new objections 
are raised every time a proposal for 
funds is submitted, causing further 
delays.

Atishi also highlighted that no 
funds have been released under the 

capital head this fiscal year, with the 
finance department asking the DJB to 
"revamp" its proposals according to 
previously issued guidelines.

 She alleged that these guidelines, 
reissued without consulting her, are 
part of a strategy to create additional 
hurdles for the DJB.

However, a finance department 
official disputed Atishi's claims, stat-
ing that ₹1,300 crore has already 
been released to the DJB this fiscal 
year.

 The official also mentioned that 
proposals worth ₹500 crore, submit-
ted on August 8, are currently under 
review, with no other proposals pend-
ing. 

The official added that the funds 
released are based on "actual require-
ments" and that some proposals were 
rejected because they did not align 
with the specific project guidelines, 
but most have been approved.

DJB denied budget funds, crisis part of 
conspiracy, claims Delhi minister Atishi

New Delhi : A resident 
of New Ashok Nagar has 
landed in trouble for alleg-
edly maiming and killing a 
puppy. He allegedly dragged 
a metal gate over its neck and 
later bragged about it in a 
video.

People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals 
(PeTA) and local activists 
recently filed a complaint 
with the New Ashok Nagar 
police station against the ac-
cused and an FIR was subse-
quently registered under sec-
tions of Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 
1960.

“After learning that an 
individual had allegedly 

killed a puppy in Pandit Mo-
halla area by dragging a met-
al gate over its neck and later 
bragged about it in a video, 
PeTA India and local activ-
ists advocate Leena Sharma 
and Nimisha Bhagat filed a 
complaint with seeking the 
registration of an FIR. The 
police station registered an 
FIR under Section 325 of 
BNS, 2023, and Section 
11(1)(a) of The Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) 
Act, 1960, against the ac-
cused,” PeTA said in a state-
ment.

In a proposal sent to cen-
tral govt regarding an 
amendment to the PCA Act, 
1960, the organisation had 

recommended significantly 
increasing penalties for cru-
elty to animals.

“Those who abuse ani-
mals often move on to harm-
ing humans. It is imperative 
that members of the public 
report cases of cruelty to ani-
mals such as this one for ev-
eryone’s safety,” says PeTA 
India’s cruelty response co-
ordinator Sunayana Basu.

“PeTA recommends that 
perpetrators of animal abuse 
undergo psychiatric evalua-
tion and receive counselling, 
as abusing animals indicates 
a deep psychological distur-
bance.

 Research shows that 
people who commit acts of 

cruelty to animals are often 
repeat offenders who move 
on to hurting other animals, 
including humans,” the or-
ganisation said.

We also published the 
following articles recently 
Can animals be gay? Explore 
homosexual behaviour in 
animals The article dis-
cussed how animals exhibit 
homosexual behaviors, such 
as bonobos, dolphins, and 
giraffes, and explored the 
evolutionary rationale be-
hind these actions. Research-
ers suggested these behav-
iors might offer social 
benefits or help in reducing 
conflict. It was also high-
lighted that historical inter-

pretations might have been 
biased by human cultural 
perspectives on sexuality.

Badlapur school sex 
abuse: SIT registers FIR 
against school authority un-
der Pocso act

Following a rebuke from 
the Bombay High Court, a 
Special Investigation Team 
registered a case against a 
Badlapur school administra-
tion under the Pocso Act. 
The school failed to report 
child abuse complaints from 
victims' families. Public 
pressure and a delayed po-
lice response highlighted se-
rious procedural lapses in 
handling the child abuse in-
cident.

Delhi man kills puppy, brags 
about it in video; cops register FIR

New Delhi : On Satur-
day, a Delhi court extended 
the judicial custody of Bib-
hav Kumar, an aide to Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
until September 13 in con-
nection with the alleged as-
sault on Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Swati Maliwal. The 
court, presided over by Judi-
cial Magistrate Gaurav Goy-
al, also requested a response 
from the investigation officer 
concerning a plea by Kumar.

The plea sought proper 
pagination of the chargesheet 
and documents provided to 
Kumar’s legal counsel to en-
sure organized documenta-
tion for the defense. Kumar 
appeared before the court via 
videoconference, with his 
lawyer Rajat Bhardwaj em-

phasizing the need for struc-
tured documentation.

Delhi Police had filed a 
chargesheet against Kumar 
on July 16, citing various of-
fenses under the Indian Penal 
Code. The chargesheet also 
suggested the possibility of a 
"larger conspiracy" behind 
the assault on Maliwal, 
which is still under investi-
gation. The court took cogni-
zance of the chargesheet on 
July 30.

In related developments: 
Cops oppose Bibhav Ku-
mar’s bail: Delhi Police have 
opposed bail for Kumar, ar-
guing that he is influential 
and could potentially affect 
witnesses. The police affida-
vit also mentioned that Delhi 
CM Arvind Kejriwal was 

present at the crime scene 
and hinted at a larger con-
spiracy involving tampering 
with CCTV evidence and de-
lays in filing the FIR due to 
the victim’s trauma.

Supreme Court hearing: 
The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear Delhi CM Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s pleas on 
September 6. The CBI has 
opposed Kejriwal's bail plea, 
accusing him of orchestrat-
ing a scheme to increase li-
quor wholesalers' commis-
sion and allegedly receiving 
Rs 100 crore in kickbacks for 
the party’s Goa election cam-
paign. The agency claims 
Kejriwal holds significant 
influence over AAP's deci-
sions despite not holding a 
ministerial portfolio.

Maliwal case: Court extends 
Bibhav’s judicial custody

New Delhi : LG VK 
Saxena has ordered the re-
moval of Yamuna Sports 
Complex's secretary over the 
“appalling state of affairs” in 
its maintenance.

Raj Niwas officials said 
Saxena recently visited the 
sports complex in east Delhi 
and issued directions for its 
complete makeover within 
the next two months. One of 
the largest sports facilities in 
east Delhi, the Yamuna 
Sports Complex is operated 
by Delhi Development Au-
thority.

“Dismayed at the appall-
ing state of affairs as far as 
maintenance and upkeep 
were concerned, Saxena has 
directed that the officials in 
charge of the sports complex 
be immediately removed,” a 
Raj Niwas official said.

Officials said that LG un-
derlined the “apathy and ne-
glect” towards the mainte-
nance of the stadium, which 
once hosted events of ar-
chery and table tennis in 
Commonwealth Games 
2010.

“LG directed to not only 
restore the complex to its 
earlier glory but also ensure 
that it develops into a top-of-
the-class sporting arena for 
sportspersons and also a self-
sustaining recreational desti-
nation for the people of east 
Delhi,” the official said. He 
also asked for an unused 
building just at the gate of the 
complex to be immediately 
developed and repurposed as 
a clubhouse, where members 
from the neighbouring lo-
calities could avail of facili-

ties like open-air dining, a 
restaurant, and recreation, 
the official added.

On an open unused space 
spread over about two acres 
of land along the boundary of 
the complex, LG ordered for 
facilities of tentage and ban-
quet to be developed so that 
the people living in the 
crowded east Delhi localities 
get the facility of a designat-
ed space for organising com-
munity functions. This por-
tion of the complex, 
separated from the sporting 
facilities, will be accessible 
to users from outside without 
disturbing the sporting ac-
tivities in the complex, LG’s 
office said.

We also published the 
following articles recently 
Officials raze illegal com-
plex of Ayodhya rape ac-
cused

Authorities in Ayodhya 
demolished a purported ille-
gal multi-storey shopping 
complex owned by SP func-

tionary Moeed Khan, arrest-
ed for allegedly gang-raping 
a 12-year-old. The demoli-
tion came after the removal 
of another structure, a bak-
ery, owned by him. The sur-
vivor, who had to undergo a 
court-sanctioned abortion, 
reportedly experienced pro-
longed abuse.

Zodiac Signs with Com-
plex Personalities: Under-
standing the Intricacies

The article discussed zo-
diac signs known for their 
complex personalities. Scor-
pio, known for its enigmatic 
nature, Pisces for its emo-
tional depth, Gemini for its 
multifaceted character, 
Aquarius for its innovative 
approach, and Capricorn for 
its ambitious yet intricate na-
ture. The summary high-
lighted the traits making 
these signs fascinating to un-
derstand.

BBMP: Jayanagar shop-
ping complex basement 
cleared for parking

LG orders removal of 
secy of sports complex

New Delhi : The Delhi 
High Court has temporari-
ly halted a National Human 
Rights Commission 
(NHRC) directive requir-
ing the city's police chief to 
compensate for a man's 
death inside a police sta-
tion. This intervention 
came after the court re-
viewed CCTV footage 
showing that the deceased, 
Rashid Raza, was alone in 
the room where he alleg-
edly committed suicide.

Justice Sanjeev Narula 
noted that the CCTV foot-
age indicated that Raza, 
who was in the Sankraman 
Kaksh at the police station, 
appeared alone at certain 
times, as the footage 
showed the door closing 
and opening intermittently. 

This evidence suggested 
that the police could not 
have intervened to prevent 
his death.

The High Court's ac-
tion followed an appeal by 
the Delhi Police challeng-
ing the NHRC's ruling, 
which had held the officers 
accountable for the death 
on December 8, 2019, at 
the Narela Industrial Area 
police station.

 The NHRC had assert-
ed that even if Raza's death 
was deemed a suicide, the 
police should have been 
more vigilant.

In defense, Additional 
Standing Counsel Prashant 
Manchanda argued that 
Raza had visited the police 
station unexpectedly to in-
quire about his wife's body. 

‘Custody’ Death: HC 
Relief For Delhi Police



Delhi, Monday 26 August 20244 EDITORIAL
 

Editorial

In the country, a lot of emphasis is currently being 
laid on 'Made in India' and 'Make in India'. The sting 
of Indian products is seen abroad. However, it has 
been observed that Indian consumers love foreign 
products more than 'Made in India' products. A report 
issued by the research company 'Avalai' has revealed 
that as many as 67 percent of Indians have bought 
foreign products. As many as 67 percent of people in 
India prefer to buy foreign goods, while the same ra-
tio is 37 percent in America and only 27 percent in 
England, said the report. For this survey, opinions of 
as many as 8,200 people from India, America, Eng-
land and other countries have been sought. The re-
port shows that Indian participants place an empha-
sis on quality while shopping. Citizens have 
expressed the opinion that although the quality of 
goods in India is good, companies fall short in mar-
keting.

From this report 94% feel that Made in India 
products compete well globally. 78% of Indians feel 
that the quality of foreign products is better than do-
mestic products. 70% feel that Indian products are in 
good demand in the global market due to good qual-
ity. 61% of Indian consumers use online e-commerce 
platforms to purchase foreign products. 45% of Indi-
ans are not aware of customs duty payable on these 
foreign products. 42% feel that the Make in India 
program needs to be strengthened globally. It was re-
vealed that 4.8% of people buy products from for-
eign companies on social media platforms. Fashion 
products account for the highest proportion of for-
eign products purchased in India. This is followed by 
electronic devices in which mobiles, laptops, tablets 
etc. seem to be in high demand.

The Make in India program has boosted the e-
commerce industry in the country. The industry 
crossed the target of 40 thousand crore dollars within 
the year. is Due to the Make in India program, the 
customers of the products have increased not only in 
the country but also abroad.

The mold of foreign influence is so firmly fixed 
on our mind that it cannot be removed. Our own peo-
ple once raised a movement for Swadeshi, but it was 
probably history, so we are comfortable and now we 
ourselves have started the work of making history of 
India surpassing other countries in the purchase of 
foreign goods. In fact, we had everything, but we 
cannot resist the temptation to buy foreign goods be-
cause 'it is grown there and not sold there'. Today, 
India has surpassed America and England in pur-
chasing foreign goods. So this is my love for my 
country?

We have great respect for our country. So when 
we sing the national anthem, we are filled with joy 
and we say, 'I love my country.' Of course it is. But is 
it just to say love? I want to say that. Because today 
we are nowhere less. We try to say on one or the other 
occasion that we have become accustomed to Make 
in India and Made in. This 'Make in India' loan has 
certainly spread in rural areas as well. We are making 
small to big products. This country prepared vac-
cines and other materials for other countries of the 
world during the crisis like Corona, which saved the 
lives of foreigners as well. Today, we are one step 
ahead in everything from agriculture to information 
technology. So why did we, who pride ourselves on 
all these things, fall in love with Indian exotics? Do 
you have to think about it?

Today countries like America, England are hon-
est in their use and purchase of foreign goods. Of 
course, the necessary things may have to be taken 
unwillingly, but what is the meaning of showing love 
to the country as the proverb says, 'Dekhlya Deva 
Dandavat', if we are going to use what is ready with 
us, also made by foreign countries? Today, only 27 
percent of citizens in rich countries like England and 
36 percent in America buy foreign goods, and as 
many as 67 percent of us buy foreign goods and are 
proud to be Indians. This matter has become clear 
from the survey conducted by the research company 
'Avalai'. According to him, the quality of foreign 
made goods is better than Indian goods. The number 
of those who think so is 78 percent. The volume of 
purchase of fashion products and electrical appli-
ances is higher. This report is saying that the patrio-
tism we are talking about is fake.

In the year 1905, the fire of the Swadeshi move-
ment was lit in the country. Arvind Ghosh, Rabindra-
nath Thakur, Lokmanya Tilak, Lala Lajpat Roy are 
called heralds of Swadeshi movement. The Swadeshi 
movement was also seen as the focal point of Ma-
hatma Gandhi's freedom movement. This movement 
was based on the principle of boycotting the goods of 
another country by accepting them in our country. 
But these things have become history today. It is 
clear that instead of falling in love with indigenous 
goods, foreign goods fell more on our minds. We pro-
duce everything. We are even in a position to make 
airplanes. However, it goes without saying that our 
mindset is foreign.

Today the sting of Indian products is ringing 
abroad. However, as the ghost of foreign attraction is 
sitting on our shoulders, today it has overtaken coun-
tries like America and England. Of course we should 
be proud, but of being Indian and using indigenous 
products. But in view of foreign love today, it should 
not be surprising if this right may come to be lost. On 
one hand, the leadership of our country is working 
selflessly with the identity of being an Indian, devot-
ing everything to the country, and we are pretending 
to be patriots by adopting a foreign culture. We also 
have what we order from abroad. But with exotic 
fungi it is not visible. In the end, what is grown is not 
sold there, this is true!

Indians have surpassed America and 
England in buying foreign goods

25 Challenges as part of the 
‘Create in India Challenge - Season 
1’ for World Audio Visual & Enter-
tainment Summit (WAVES) are set 
to be hosted by leading industry as-
sociations and organizations, cov-
ering a wide range of disciplines 
including animation, filmmaking, 
gaming, music, and visual arts.

The Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting will give oppor-
tunities to all the finalists in all of 
these 25 events to come together at 
the main WAVES Platform and 
showcase their best. The final se-
lected people from across various 
challenges will be given an oppor-
tunity to participate in some of the 
biggest relevant platforms across 
the world. For instance, the winner 
in the animation film making will 
be handholded to complete their 
project by tying up with some of 
the biggest production houses. 
Their final project will then be sup-
ported by the Ministry of I&B and 
be taken to renowned festivals like 
Annecy animation film festival etc. 
The winners of the Anime contest 
will be supported to participate in 
the biggest anime event in Japan.

These challenges are being or-
ganised in the run up to the main 
event and aimed at engaging the 
entire creator’s community 
throughout the country over the 
next few months.

Prasar Bharati, India's public 
broadcaster is hosting The Battle of 
the Bands and The Symphony of 
India challenge.

The Battle of the Bands, in par-
ticular, provides a platform for 
bands to experiment with combin-
ing modern music and traditional 
folk pieces. This innovative ap-
proach has the potential to attract a 
wider audience and introduce new 
generations to the beauty and di-
versity of India's musical tradi-
tions. By showcasing their talent 
and connecting with industry pro-
fessionals, participating bands can 
increase their visibility, build their 
fan base, and secure opportunities 
for collaboration and distribution.

The Symphony of India com-
petition, on the other hand, is dedi-
cated to celebrating the virtuosity 
of soloists and ensembles special-
izing in traditional Indian classical 
music. By providing a platform for 
these talented artists to showcase 
their skills, Prasar Bharti aims to 
promote the appreciation and pres-
ervation of India's classical music 
traditions. This is particularly im-
portant in today's fast-paced world, 
where traditional arts are often 
overlooked in favor of popular cul-
ture.

The Animation Filmmakers 
Competition aims to revolutionize 
India's animation industry by pro-
viding a much-needed platform for 
aspiring filmmakers to showcase 
their talent, connect with industry 
leaders, and develop their skills. In 
a country where the animation in-
dustry is rapidly growing but still 

faces challenges in terms of talent 
development and recognition, this 
competition offers a unique oppor-
tunity for filmmakers to break 
through and make a significant im-
pact. Organized by Dancing At-
oms, an LA-based animation de-
velopment studio renowned for its 
powerful storytelling, the competi-
tion provides participants with ac-
cess to industry experts, mentor-
ship, and networking opportunities 
that can propel their careers for-
ward. By nurturing and supporting 
emerging talent, this competition 
has the potential to elevate the 
quality and diversity of Indian ani-
mation and establish the country as 
a global leader in the field.

The process involves online 
selection and masterclasses, fol-
lowed by pitch deck submissions 
and refinement. Personal mentor-
ship and video pitch submissions 
narrow down the field to 15 final-
ists. Through this competition, par-
ticipants will have the opportunity 
to showcase their work to a global 
audience, connect with key stake-
holders, establish their reputation, 
attract opportunities for collabora-
tion and distribution, and secure 
funding to bring their ideas to frui-
tion. Additionally, winners will 
have the chance to collaborate with 
renowned studios, producers, dis-
tributors, and broadcasters like 
DD.

The Anime Challenge aims to 
revolutionize the Indian anime and 
manga industry by providing a 
much-needed platform for creators 
to showcase their talent, gain rec-
ognition, and connect with indus-
try professionals. In a country 
where these art forms are rapidly 
growing in popularity but still face 
challenges in terms of visibility 
and support, this competition of-
fers a unique opportunity for cre-
ators to break through and make a 
significant impact.

Organized by the Media and 
Entertainment Association of In-
dia, the competition features mul-
tiple stages, including state and 
national levels, held across 11 cit-
ies. By offering various categories 
for participation, including Manga, 
Webtoon, and Anime, the chal-
lenge ensures that creators of all 
backgrounds and styles have a 
chance to showcase their work.

Through mentorship, visibili-
ty, and networking opportunities, 
the 'Anime Challenge' aims to fos-
ter growth in the anime industry 
and build a vibrant fanbase. By 
nurturing and supporting emerging 
talent, this competition has the po-
tential to elevate the quality and 
diversity of Indian anime and man-
ga, establishing the country as a 
global player in these creative 
fields.

The Game Jam, organized by 
the India Game Developer Confer-
ence (IGDC), is a national-level 
competition aimed at igniting cre-
ativity and innovation in India's 
burgeoning game development in-
dustry.

The competition is structured 
in two rounds: an initial virtual 
game jam across six zones in India, 
where participants compete over 
48 hours, followed by a physical 
game jam for the top 10 finalists 
from each zone. The top winners 
will earn a place in STPI's IMAGE 
COE cohort, providing them with 
further opportunities for growth 
and development. For game devel-
opers, this competition offers in-
valuable exposure, mentorship op-
portunities, and a chance to 
advance their careers through 
high-profile platforms and industry 
connections.

The AI Art Installation Chal-
lenge, by Internet and Mobile As-
sociation of India, is a ground-
breaking competition that is poised 
to revolutionize the intersection of 

art and technology. By inviting art-
ists, designers, and AI enthusiasts 
to create immersive and interactive 
installations using AI, the chal-
lenge encourages experimentation, 
innovation, and the exploration of 
new artistic frontiers.

Beyond its artistic signifi-
cance, the competition holds im-
mense value for the industry. It 
serves as a platform to showcase 
the innovative applications of AI in 
the arts, fostering awareness and 
interest among potential investors, 
collaborators, and consumers. This 
AI Art Installation Challenge is a 
catalyst for artistic innovation and 
the growth of the AI-driven cre-
ative sector, propelling India to the 
forefront of this exciting and rap-
idly evolving field.

6. WAVES Hackathon: Ad-
spend Optimizer Competition by 
Advertising Agencies Association 
of India aims to improve ROI, 
drive efficiency, foster data-driven 
decision making, promote innova-
tion, and enhance consumer expe-
rience. In today's competitive digi-
tal landscape, advertisers face the 
challenge of effectively allocating 
their ad spend to maximize ROI. 
Data overload, channel complexi-
ty, dynamic market conditions, and 
attribution challenges hinder deci-
sion-making.  Addressing these 
challenges is crucial for advertisers 
and the industry. Inefficient ad 
spend allocation can lead to wasted 
resources, diminished brand repu-
tation, and missed opportunities.. 
By participating, teams can con-
tribute to a more efficient, effec-
tive, and consumer-centric digital 
advertising ecosystem.

7. The Community Radio Con-
tent Challenge, by the Community 
Radio Association, is a pivotal 
challenge designed to foster cre-
ativity and excellence within In-
dia's community radio landscape. 
CRSs across India will submit their 
best programs in any format or 
genre. Each submission should be 
a half-hour program or a single epi-
sode from a series, accompanied 
by supporting materials. A jury of 
experts will evaluate submissions 
and shortlist the top 5 entries for the 
final round.

By encouraging CRSs to sub-
mit their most innovative and im-
pactful programs, the challenge 
serves as a powerful platform to 
showcase the unique contributions 
of community radio stations to 
their local communities. This ini-
tiative will promote innovation, 
highlight diverse voices, recognize 
excellence, and build community, 
ultimately shaping the future of 
community radio in India. 

9. The Film Poster Making 
Competition, organized by Nation-
al Film Archive of India -NFDC, is 
a unique initiative that celebrates 
the intersection of art and cinema. 
By challenging participants to de-
sign visually striking, handmade 
posters for notable films, the com-

petition encourages creativity, in-
novation, and a deeper apprecia-
tion for the craft of film poster 
design.

This competition holds signifi-
cant importance for the film indus-
try for several reasons. First, it 
serves as a platform for aspiring 
artists to showcase their talent and 
gain recognition within the indus-
try. Second, it highlights the impor-
tance of film posters as powerful 
marketing tools that can capture 
the essence of a film and attract au-
diences. Third, by focusing on Na-
tional Film Award-winning films, 
the competition pays homage to 
India's rich cinematic heritage and 
encourages a new generation of 
artists to engage with classic films.

9. Handheld Educational video 
game Development competition 
by Indian Digital Gaming Society 
(IDGS) encourages the develop-
ment of innovative, handheld edu-
cational video games. The aim is to 
create engaging devices that help 
users, especially children, learn 
math, solve puzzles, and enhance 
their cognitive skills. The competi-
tion emphasizes cost-efficiency 
and creativity in hardware selec-
tion. Participants will submit 
proofs of concept followed by pro-
totype demos. This competition is 
crucial for the industry as it pro-
motes the development of educa-
tional technology, fosters innova-
tion, and highlights the potential of 
gaming for learning.

10. The Comics Creator Cham-
pionship by Indian Comics Asso-
ciation is a competition aimed at 
fostering comic book creation and 
culture in India. Artists, both ama-
teur and professional, compete by 
creating comics on given themes 
using their preferred art styles. The 
competition features three phases, 
culminating in a grand finale where 
winning entries are published and 
awarded. This event is vital for the 
comics industry as it provides a 
platform for creators to showcase 
their talent, network with publish-
ers, and contribute to the growth of 
the comics ecosystem in India.

These competitions not only 
offer a chance for creators to 
achieve recognition but also pres-
ent a valuable opportunity to con-
tribute to the vibrant and growing 
creators' economy. By providing a 
platform for Indian Artists to show-
case their unique visions, these 
competitions will help to solidify 
India's position as a leading player 
in the global animation industry. 
Overall the contestants in various 
categories will become a data base 
for the proposed National Center of 
Excellence for Animation, Visual 
Effects and Gaming, Comics - and 
Extended reality.

The Ministry of I&B looks for-
ward to provide incubation facili-
ties and various accelerator pro-
grams in various relevant verticals 
of AVGC-XR.

‘Create in India 
Challenge - Season 1’

Union Minister for Fi-
nance and Corporate Affairs 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
inaugurated the GST Bha-
wan, an Official complex of 

CGST, Udaipur Commis-
sionerate under Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC), at Udai-
pur, Rajasthan.

Shri Manna Lal Rawat, 
MP (LS); Shri Chunnilal Ga-
rasiya, MP (RS); Shri Sanjay 
Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
CBIC; Shri Shashank Priya, 
Member, CBIC; Shri Rajiv 
Talwar, Member, CBIC; Shri 
Surjit Bhujabal, Member, 
CBIC; Shri Mahendra Ran-
ga, Chief Commissioner, 
CGST Jaipur Zone; senior 
officers from CBIC and offi-
cers and staff from CGST 
Udaipur Commissionerate 
and Jaipur zone were also 
present.

In her keynote address, 
Union Finance Minister 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 

acknowledged the economic 
significance of the Udaipur 
Commissionerate as it oper-
ates in a hub where commod-
ities like zinc, lead, silver, 

cement, fertilizer, and tyres 
are produced and commend-
ed the completion of signifi-
cant project within budget 
and schedule despite the 
challenges posed by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Smt. Sitharaman high-
lighted the project's adher-
ence to quality and foresight 
in providing facilities for 
taxpayers and ample work-
space for staff and acknowl-
edged the efforts of officers 
and agencies in managing 
the project and preparing for 
larger-scale infrastructure 
development. The Union 
Minister underlined the 
Government's commitment 
since 2019 to enhance infra-
structure for GST Zones and 
the Commissionerates.

Smt. Sitharaman also 

encouraged regular interac-
tions between trade and tax 
officers to synergise solu-
tions through a positive dia-
logue and urged for the swift 

redressal of GST-related 
grievances and recommend-
ed sector-wise outreach pro-
grammes for identification 

of areas needing further re-
form. The Union Finance 
Minister advocated for soft 
implementation of GST law, 
with stringent measures as a 
last resort.

The Union Finance Min-
ister also launched ICETAB 
2.0, a handheld device for 
customs operations, and ex-
pressed hope that it will help 
in uploading real-time ex-
amination reports and in 
quicker clearance of cargoes.

In his welcome address 
earlier, Shri Sanjay Agarwal, 
Chairman, CBIC informed 
that the CGST Udaipur 
building is modern, energy 
efficient and compliant with 
Government of India’s 
norms for green buildings.

The complex is located 
at one of the most preferred 
locations in Udaipur. The 
project sits at a crossroads of 
connectivity to major dis-
tricts falling in Udaipur 
Commissionerate and has 

easy and quick access for 
GST Taxpayers. It is also lo-
cated at a distance of about 
2.5 km from Udaipur Rail-
way Station and 3.5 km from 
Bus stand.

CGST Udaipur building is modern, energy efficient and compliant 
with Government of India’s norms for green buildings

The Department of Ad-
ministrative Reforms and 
Public Grievances (DAR-
PG), Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pen-
sions, Government of India 
and Public Service Depart-
ment, Prime Minister’s De-
partment, Government of 
Malaysia signed MoU on 
‘Co-operation in the field of 
Public Administration and 
Governance Reforms’ for a 
period of five (05) years 
w.e.f. 20th August, 2024.

The ceremonial function 
for exchange of the MoU was 
held in the presence of 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
India Sh. Narendra Modi and 
Hon’ble Malaysian Prime 
Minister H.E. Dato’ Seri An-
war Bin Ibrahim at Hyder-
abad House, New Delhi on 
20th August, 2024.

The Memorandum of 

Understanding aims that the 
two countries endeavour to 
take necessary steps to en-
courage and promote co-op-
eration in the areas like Pro-
viding Citizen Centric 
Services through digital plat-
form; Government Process 
Simplification and Re-engi-
neering for effective delivery 
of public services through 
digital platform; Promoting 
Transparency and Account-
ability in delivery of public 
services; Human Resource 
Management/Leadership 
Development; Public Sector 
Management and Reforms; 
Public Grievance Redress 
Mechanisms; and E-Gover-
nance/ Digital Government.

A Joint Working Group 
responsible for the imple-
mentation of co-operation 
will be established under the 
aegis of the MoU.

‘Co-operation in the field of 
Public Administration and 

Governance Reforms’
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Booths in high-
rises increased 
from 52 to 126 in 
Gurugram to 
boost polling
Gurugram,: Aimed at 
achieving 75 per cent 
polling in the Vidhan 
Sabha election, the 
Gurugram 
Administration has 
increased the number of 
polling booths in high-
rise societies. The 
Gurugram Assembly 
segment records one of 
the poorest polling 
percentages and its the 
society and high-rise 
residents who are 
blamed for it. The 
administration, as part 
of the ECI directive, has 
set up 52 polling booths 
in the societies itself to 
promote ‘vote from 
doorstep’. It proved to 
be a game changer as 
polling touched 60 per 
cent in many areas as the 
residents gave thumbs 
up to the convenience at 
these booths. Inspired 
by this, the 
administration has now 
raised the total number 
of booths in societies to 
126 for the Vidhan 
Sabha elections.“We 
managed to turn around 
low-voting percentage 
in areas which were 
conventionally known 
for poor turnout with 
these society booths. It 
was not just the society 
residents but even 
people from nearby 
areas who voted here, 
citing shorter queues 
and better facilities as 
the reason to vote. We 
will replicate this in the 
Vidhan Sabha 
elections,” said District 
Election Officer-cum-
DC Gurugram Nishant 
Yadav. The maximum 
number of these booths 
will be in Badshahpur 
Assembly segment with 
71 booths in high rises 
followed by 42 in 
Gurugram, nine in 
Pataudi and four in 
Sohna. Yadav said 
Gurugram district had in 
all got 234 new polling 
booths, out of these, 63 
were transferred booths, 
which were in 
dilapidated condition 
and shifted to new 
premises. “There were 
63 booths in the Lok 
Sabha elections, which 
reported poor voting 
performance as they 
were in damaged 
buildings such as very 
old schools or 
community centres. We 
have got them shifted to 
nearby spots and hope 
that it will boost polling 
too,” said Yadav. 

BJP lost Lok 
Sabha poll as it 
fielded outsider 
from Hisar: 
Bishnoi
Hisar: The internal 
strife in the BJP which 
started brewing during 
the Lok Sabha elections 
has come out into the 
open as former MP 
Kuldeep Bishnoi has 
criticised the party’s 
decision to field Energy 
Minister Ranjit Singh as 
its candidate from the 
Hisar seat. Singh had 
lost the Lok Sabha poll 
to Jai Prakash of the 
Congress by 60,000 
votes. He also trailed 
from Bishnoi’s 
stronghold Adampur 
Assembly segment by 
12,000 votes. Singh had 
also vented his ire on 
Bishnoi alleging that 
some party leaders had 
worked against him.
Bishnoi said here today 
that ticket allocation 
during the Lok Sabha 
election was wrong. 
“People had wanted to 
vote for the BJP. Had the 
party fielded me from 
Hisar, I would have won 
the election by the 
highest margin among 
all 10 seats in Haryana. 
But people did not 
accept Ranjit Singh as 
he was an outsider,” 
Bishnoi said while 
interacting with 
mediapersons today. 
“Personally, I have good 
terms with Ranjit Singh. 

Briefs :

Kurukshetra :  While 
the BJP is trying hard to re-
tain the Thanesar Assembly 
seat for the third consecutive 
time, the Congress is leaving 
no stone unturned to make a 
comeback in the constituen-
cy in the upcoming Assem-
bly election.

The seat is being repre-
sented by Minister of State 
for urban local bodies Sub-
hash Sudha who had won the 
seat for the BJP in the previ-
ous two Assembly elections.

In the previous Assem-
bly election, Subhash Sudha 
defeated Congress candidate 
Ashok Arora by a margin of 
over 840 votes. While the sit-
ting MLA is confident that he 
will retain the seat based on 
the work done, Congress 
leader Ashok Arora, who is 
eyeing the party ticket, be-
lieves that things at the 
ground level haven’t 
changed and people of 
Thanesar are set to bring 
about a change.

Subhash Sudha said, 
“The BJP has worked for all 
sections of society and I am 
confident that the people will 
continue to support the party. 

The government has spent 
crores of rupees on the devel-
opment works in Kurukshet-
ra.

 The road network, sew-
erage system and power in-
frastructure have been 
strengthened. Similarly, var-
ious projects were started to 
increase tourism in Kuruk-
shetra.

 We have been getting 
blessings from all communi-
ties so the BJP will form its 
government for the third 

time in Haryana”. About the 
rumours of his seat being 
changed from Thanesar to 
Karnal, Subhash Sudha said, 
“The BJP has a big organisa-
tion and every BJP worker 
accepts its decision. I have 
been an MLA twice from 
Thanesar and I will contest 
the next election from the 
Thanesar Assembly again. 
The opposition is spreading 
rumours and I will request 
the party workers and sup-
porters not to believe in what 

the opposition is spreading.”
Meanwhile, Ashok Aro-

ra, who is holding regular 
programmes and getting 
new people to join the party, 
said, “We have been getting a 
tremendous response from 
the public. The people of 
Haryana want to bring in a 
change and oust the BJP gov-
ernment. While the BJP 
MLA claims that a huge bud-
get has been spent in Thane-
sar, the things at the ground 
level has not changed.

BJP working hard to retain 
Thanesar Assembly seat

Sirsa : As Haryana pre-
pares for its upcoming As-
sembly elections, the Ka-
lanwali (reserved) 
constituency is becoming a 
major battleground. The 
seat, previously a strong-
hold of the Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD) with support 
from the Indian National 
Lok Dal (INLD), is now 
drawing intense interest 
from candidates across 
multiple parties. The race is 
shaping up to be a fierce 
contest among contenders 
of the Congress, BJP and 
INLD.

Historically, Kalanwali 
was a stronghold of the 
SAD because it is located 
near the Punjab border. 
SAD candidates won twice 
in the previous three As-
sembly elections with the 
support of INLD. The con-
stituency, which was part of 
the Rori Assembly segment 
before 2009, is a rural area 
predominantly inhabited by 
Sikhs and Punjabis. Drug 

addiction remains a serious 
issue in the region. In the 
current election cycle, 
Shishpal Keharwala, the 
sitting MLA from the Con-
gress, is seen as a leading 
candidate. Despite compe-
tition from 14 other aspi-
rants within the Congress 
party, Keharwala’s strong 
local support makes him a 
likely candidate for the par-
ty’s ticket.

On the other hand, 
Balkaur Singh, who joined 
the BJP in 2019 after win-
ning in 2014 under the 
SAD-INLD alliance, is de-
termined to reclaim his seat. 
Despite rumours of a 
strained relationship with 
the BJP leadership, Singh is 
actively campaigning for 
the ticket, bolstered by his 
connection with former 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar.

 He faces competition 
from Rajendra Desujodha, 
who recently joined the BJP 
and is also seeking a party 

nomination. Adding anoth-
er layer to the contest is 
Gurtej Singh, the son of the 
late INLD veteran Budh 
Singh Sukhchain. Gurtej re-
tired from his government 
job a year ago to enter poli-
tics, a move seen as a strat-
egy to secure the INLD 
ticket.

 His early retirement 
and background in the re-
gion give him a strong base 
of support.

With these three promi-
nent figures vying for the 
Kalanwali seat, the 2024 
elections promise to be 
highly competitive.

 Each candidate is em-
ploying various strategies 
to secure their party’s nomi-
nation, making the final out-
come likely dependent on 
strategic alliances and last-
minute negotiations. As a 
result, Kalanwali is expect-
ed to be one of the most 
closely watched constituen-
cies in the upcoming elec-
tions.

Intense battle looms in Kalanwali constituency; 
Shishpal, Balkaur, Desujodha, Gurtej in fray

Faridabad :  Although 80 
per cent of internal roads and 
streets are cemented or Ready 
Mix Concrete (RMC) in the dis-
trict, problems related to civic 
infrastructure have still pre-
vailed in the form of waterlog-
ging and depleting groundwater 
levels. While several hundred 
crores of funds were spent on the 
construction of RMC roads over 
the last two decades, the issue of 
waterlogging and inadequate re-
charge of underground water 
have propped up in the wake of 
the improper upkeep of infra-
structure, sources in the district 
administration claimed.

Though the exact data of the 
funds spent on the RMC roads so 
far is yet to be compiled, sources 
claim that an amount of over Rs 
700 crore may have been spent 
on cemented roads till date. 
However, this has failed to pro-
vide respite from the problem of 
waterlogging due to inefficient 
stormwater drainage despite the 
improvement in the condition of 
the roads, sources added.

Ninety per cent of roads ly-
ing in Badkhal, Ballabgarh and 
urban sectors in the city have 
been cemented. Around 70 per 
cent of roads or streets in the 
NIT zone have also been cov-
ered. The Faridabad Metropoli-
tan Development Authority 
(FMDA) has also spent around 
Rs 50 crore on RMC roads, it 
was revealed.

“The concretisation has led 
to sharp decline in the green or 
open areas as footpaths and the 
green belts adjoining the roads 

have also been covered with in-
terlocking tiles, resulting in 
rainwater getting accumulated 
on road or low-lying areas,” said 
Vishnu Goel, an area resident. 
He said poor stormwater drain-
age or absence of proper drains 
had made the problem severe and 
this had affected the so-called 
posh or VIP areas. “With no ef-
ficient rainwater harvesting sys-
tem, excess water results creates 
waterlogged conditions and con-
cretisation leads to reduced 
groundwater recharge during the 

monsoon,” he added.
“Waterlogging after every 

downpour has emerged as a 
cause for concern and this has 
led to an appalling situation even 
after spending hundreds of 
crores each year,” said NK Kata-
ra, a resident. Areas covered 
with concrete affect the ground-
water as it reduces the seepage of 
rainwater into ground, he added. 
“The problem of stormwater dis-
posal was aggravated due to lack 
of cleanliness and maintenance 
of the drains, which had either 

been choked or not connected 
with disposal outlets,” said Ajay 
Bahl, another resident, who add-
ed that the quality of the RMC 
roads had also come under a 
scanner following the com-
plaints of these cracking up.

Ombir Singh, Superintend-
ing Engineer, Faridabad Munici-
pal Corporation, said a stormwa-
ter drainage system was provided 
with every new road and clean-
ing and maintenance of the exist-
ing drains was a regular exer-
cise.

Concretisation causing inefficient 
stormwater drainage in Faridabad

Yamunanagar :  As many as 120 
aspirants have applied for Congress 
ticket from all four Assembly seg-
ments  Sadhaura, Jagadhri, Yamu-
nanagar and Radaur of Yamunanagar 
district. Except for two sitting MLAs, 
a few former MLAs and some senior 
party leaders, most of the ticket seek-
ers are new faces.

Sitting MLA Renu Bala, former 
MLA Rajpal, party leaders Rishi Pal, 
Brijpal Chhappar and Pinki Chhap-
par are among 27 persons who have 
applied for Congress ticket from re-
served Sadhaura Assembly segment 
of the district. Six women sitting 
MLA Renu Bala, Pinki Chhappar, 
Usha Kamal, Dr Shivani Brakh, Par-
minder Kaur and Nisha Rani — have 
also applied from here. Former MLA

Balwant Singh and senior party 
leader Data Ram are among the front-
runners of the party ticket in the BJP 
from this reserved Assembly seg-
ment.

From Jagadhri Assembly seg-
ment, as many as 23 persons, includ-
ing former MLAs Akram Khan, Sub-

hash Chand and Arjun Singh and 
party leaders Adarsh Pal Singh, Shy-

am Sunder Batra, Zakir Hussain, Rai 
Singh Gurjar and Manoj Jairampur, 

have filed party form for Congress 
ticket. However, only one woman — 
Harmeen Kaur Kohli — has applied 
for party ticket from here.Haryana 
Agriculture Minister and Jagadhri 
BJP MLA Kanwar Pal Gujjar is a 
strong contender for party ticket from 
here. The BSP has announced the 
candidature of Darshan Lal Khera, a 
former president of Municipal Com-
mittee, Jagadhri, from this hot seat.
As many as 41 persons have applied 
for Congress ticket from Yamu-
nanagar Assembly segment. The 
strong contenders for party ticket 
from this seat include Nirmal Chau-
han, Dr Rajan Sharma, Raman Par-
kash Tyagi, Satpal Kaushik, Anil Ku-
mar Goel, Raj Kumar Tyagi, Bhaskar 
Sharma, Vinay Sharma, Shyam Sun-
der Batra, Akash Batra, Gurbaj 
Singh, Virender Gupta and Rakesh 
Sharma alias Kaka.As many as nine 
women including Nirmal Chauhan, 
Vinay Sharma, Dr Meenakshi Shar-
ma, Sangeeta Aggarwal and Bhanu 
Batra have also applied from this hot 
Assembly segment.

120 apply for Congress ticket from 
4 Yamunanagar constituencies

Rohtak : Resident doc-
tors of the Rohtak-PGIMS, 
who have been on a strike 
for the past 12 days, decid-
ed to withdraw themselves 
from the emergency ser-
vices, including the ICUs 
and Trauma Centre, with 
effect from today. A deci-
sion to this effect was tak-
en after some car-borne 
persons entered the PGIMS 
campus and allegedly 
threatened some doctors 
and medical students last 
night.

The protesting doctors 
took a strong exception to 
the incident and reported 
the matter to the institute 
authorities. Following 
that, representatives of the 
Resident Doctors Associa-
tion (RDA) were called for 
a meeting with the PGIMS 
Director this morning. “We 
had detailed discussions 
over the prevailing situa-
tion and our concerns. 
However, we decided to 
continue the strike and 
withdraw ourselves from 
the emergency services 
also as certain issues are 
yet to be resolved,” said a 
representative of the pro-
testing doctors.

Meanwhile, the medi-
cos also locked a gate lead-
ing to a path connecting the 
PGIMS campus to an ad-
joining colony to register 
their protest.

Contacted for com-
ments, the PGIMS Direc-
tor, Dr SS Lohchab, said 
the local police authorities 
had been apprised of the 
incident in which the car-
borne persons had threat-
ened the resident doctors 

and students, following 
which the car had been im-
pounded and its occupants 
rounded up by the police.

“The other concerns 
conveyed by the resident 
doctors regarding the pro-
vision of safety and secu-
rity on the campus, espe-
cially the academic area 
housing the hostels and li-
brary buildings, have also 
been looked into and sort-
ed out at our level. The 
RDA representatives said 
they would discuss the 
matter at their general 
body meeting and convey 
their decision,” the Direc-
tor stated.

The resident doctors 
have been striking work 
and staging protest demon-
strations against the rape 
and murder of a trainee 
doctor at RG Kar Medical 
College in Kolkata, in ad-
dition to press for their de-
mand to ensure the provi-
sion of adequate safety and 
security measures on the 
PGIMS campus.

The patients visiting 
the local PGIMS have been 
facing grave inconve-
nience due to the ongoing 
strike of the resident doc-
tors.

The OPD services as 
well as elective surgeries 
have been affected by the 
strike of the resident doc-
tors, which was preceded 
by a long strike by the 
PGIMS nurses.

Now, with the resident 
doctors withdrawing them-
selves from the emergency 
services as well, the situa-
tion has become more criti-
cal.

Post ‘threat’ by miscreants, PGI docs 
withdraw from emergency services

Chandigarh :  Former 
CM and Leader of Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
today said that the BJP has 
left nothing in Haryana be-
sides lies and deception. 
“That is why the ruling party 
is misleading the public by 
making fake videos viral 
about Haryana Kaushal Ro-
zgaar Nigam Limited 
(HKRNL) and recruit-
ments,” he added.

 The Haryana BJP posted 
an edited video of Hooda on 
X today and claimed that the 
Congress government would 
render jobless thousands of 
youth employed under 

HKRNL.
 Hooda clarified that he 

had raised the issue of ex-
ploitation of youth under 
HKRNL on every platform. 
“There is no job security for 
the youth in HKRNL. They 
are not given proper salary, 
or any post or promotion, nor 
exams or merit, and reserva-
tion is not implemented. The 
sword of dismissal always 
hangs over the head of the 
youth,” he said. He promised 
that workers employed under 
HKRNL would be given job 
security by making a proper 
policy and better salaries 
would be arranged for them. 

Ex-CM vows job security 
to Rozgar Nigam staff 
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Chandigarh : Former 
CM and Leader of Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda today lambasted 
the BJP for asking the 
Election Commission to 
delay the poll, terming it as 
their acceptance of defeat. 
He said, “Elections for the 
Haryana Legislative As-
sembly were announced 
more than a week ago (Au-
gust 16). Now, they have 
woken up to write to the 
Election Commission. 
This implies they want to 
postpone the elections and 
have accepted their de-
feat.”

Bhupinder Hooda add-
ed, “When the elections 
were announced, we 
thanked the Election Com-
mission because people 
don’t want to tolerate this 
government (BJP govern-
ment) even for a day. The 
elections should happen on 
time. The public holidays 
around the polling date 
were known a week ago 
too, but they are writing to 
the Election Commission 
now. The people of Hary-
ana are mature. They will 
come out in large numbers 
on voting day.” Haryana 

BJP president Mohan Lal 
Badoli wrote to the Elec-
tion Commission on Au-
gust 22 stating that a string 
of holidays around the 
polling date could impact 
voter turnout. He reasoned 
that September 28 and 29 
are Saturday and Sunday 
and October 1 is a polling 
holiday. October 2 is a hol-

iday due to the birth anni-
versary of Mahatma Gan-
dhi. He added that taking 
leave on September 30 cre-
ates a scenario of five holi-
days for both government 
employees and those in the 
private sector. Badoli said 
that families might leave 
the state due to these holi-
days, potentially affecting 

voter turnout.Rohtak MP 
Deepender Hooda said that 
BJP’s letter to the Election 
Commission shows “how 
scared BJP is of the elec-
tions.” In a post on X, he 
said, “Seeing its defeat in 
front, the ruling party is 
giving childish arguments. 
Because it has no issue, no 
work or achievement to 

tell the public, and no 90 
candidates to give tickets. 
That is why BJP is conspir-
ing to postpone the elec-
tions by making an excuse 
of holidays.”

He added, “Haryana ke 
matdata behad jagrook 
hain. Woh kahin chutti 
manane nahin jayenge, 
balki BJP ki chutti karne ke 
liye bhaari sankhya mein 
matdaan kendra aakar vote 
denge (The voters of Hary-
ana are very aware. They 
will not go anywhere for a 
holiday but will come to 
the polling booth in large 
numbers to vote out BJP).”

Supporting Badoli’s 
move, Haryana CM Nayab 
Singh Saini, while talking 
to mediapersons in Kuruk-
shetra today, said that vot-
ing percentage could be 
affected. “If voting per-
centage is good, it is good 
for democracy,” he added.

Meanwhile, Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal’s secretary 
general Abhay Singh 
Chautala also wrote to 
Election Commission to-
day for delaying the poll 
by a week due to the string 
of holidays around Octo-
ber 1.

BJP’s poll delay bid a 
sign it’s losing: Hooda

Gurugram :  In the 
midst of a solid waste crisis 
and with state elections ap-
proaching, Gurugram con-
tinues to remain buried un-
der over 8 lakh metric 
tonnes of construction and 
demolition (C&D) waste. 
The city, which constantly 
has over 3,000 ongoing 
projects, lacks a designated 
mechanism or agency to 
manage or clear the debris 
scattered across the Araval-
lis, empty plots, green belts, 
roads, drains and even high-
ways. This situation has left 
many residents frustrated 
and disillusioned with poli-
ticians.

“Look around the city; 
it’s not just garbage mounds 
but hillocks of debris every 
few metres. The Aravallis 
and green belts have been 
ruined, the drains are 
choked and the waste has 
spread to all empty spaces in 
the city. This is one of the 
biggest civic issues, yet no 
one seems to care. The in-
creasing C&D waste is 
worsening air quality, but 
past leaders and politicians 
avoid discussing it,” said 
city-based environmentalist 
Vaishali Rana Chandra. Key 
hotspots for illegal dumping 
include the Aravallis along 
the Gurugram-Faridabad 
road, Golf Course road, 

Sohna road, Sector 29, Sec-
tor 45, side lanes and empty 
spaces along National High-
way-8, KMP green belts and 
empty plots in HSVP sec-
tors like Sectors 17, 15 and 
57.

There are five designat-
ed sites for dumping C&D 
waste —Babupur, Basai, 
Baliawas, Daultabad and 
Sector 29 — but processing 
is only taking place at the 
Basai unit. Other sites have 

halted operations due to 
public resistance. Even at 
Basai, the plant is underuti-
lised, processing only 300 
metric tonnes of waste daily, 
despite a capacity of 1,800 
metric tonnes per day from 
within a 15-km radius.

In 2020-21, Gurugram 
received accolades for its 
C&D waste treatment man-
agement and was lauded by 
Niti Aayog. However, in 
late 2021, the agency re-

sponsible was discontinued 
following a complaint by an 
RTI activist alleging finan-
cial misconduct. Although a 
year-long inquiry was in-
conclusive and new tenders 
were announced, the same 
agency won the contract 
again.

 Before it could start 
working this year, the tender 
was cancelled as the gov-
ernment announced a com-
mon tender for all of Hary-

ana. As of now, this has not 
materialised, and the situa-
tion in Gurugram continues 
to deteriorate.

As a temporary mea-
sure, the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Gurugram (MCG) 
has formed teams to identify 
and clear the waste, but a 
dedicated and expert agency 
is needed. Ruchika Sethi 
Takkar, a member of Citi-
zens for Clean Air and Why 
Waste Your Waste, a citi-
zens’ collective for a sus-
tainable and healthy envi-
ronment, said, “The 
indiscriminate dumping of 
debris has exacerbated 
health issues due to year-
round dust pollution. Visit 
any residential area near the 
dumping sites, and you’ll 
see it’s nothing short of a 
health hazard. We urge the 
authorities to immediately 
implement the C&D Waste 
Management Rules, 2016, 
to save the city.”

Gurugram MP Rao In-
derjit Singh has called for a 
CBI inquiry into the wide-
spread collusion between 
contractors and officials 
within civic agencies. He 
has repeatedly urged the 
state government to take ac-
tion, but no concrete steps 
have been taken over the 
past three years to address 
the C&D waste issue.

Gurugram’s construction waste piles up, 
leaves residents frustrated ahead of polls

Gurugram : The Guru-
gram police have busted a 
fake call centre that alleged-
ly duped US nationals by 
pretending to offer technical 
support. A total of 20 per-
sons, including four women, 
were arrested, a spokesman 
for the local police con-
firmed here on Saturday.

The authorities recov-
ered Rs 50,000 in cash, 16 
laptops and 25 mobile 
phones from the call centre 
premises. Mahender Ba-
jrang Singh, a resident of 
Kubernagar in Ahmedabad 
district, Gujarat, was identi-
fied as the operator of the 
centre, which employed sev-
eral youths.

Assistant Commissioner 
of Police Priyanshu Diwan 
said Singh was arrested on-
site along with 19 others, in-
cluding four women. The 
operation involved collect-
ing money from victims via 

gift cards ranging from $100 
to $500 each.“Upon receiv-

ing the complaint, a team 
from Gurugram’s Cyber 

Crime Police raided the call 
centre and discovered 20 

people communicating with 
US nationals in a typical 
American-English accent,” 
Diwan said.The investiga-
tion revealed that the centre 
was operating without a li-
cence from the Department 
of Telecommunications.
Those arrested include Ash-
ish Ojha, a resident of Dar-
jeeling (West Bengal), Min-
lun of Chura Chandpur 
(Manipur), Vidanwang of 
Samjiuram (Nagaland), 
Vikhombou Chawang of 
Kanglatonbi (Manipur), 
Amor Abonmai of Khunkhu 
Naga (Manipur), Namchum-
bo of Samjiuram (Naga-
land), Laboi Haokip of Mot-
bung (Manipur), Athihari 
Lohri of Karong (Manipur), 
K Lalbikjuali of Serkawan 
(Mizoram),  (Manipur), 
Shriya of Udhampur (J&K), 
Palak of Ramban (J&K), 
Mahendra Bajrang Singh of 
Kubenagar (Gujarat).

Fake call centre that duped 
US nationals busted, 20 held

Kurukshetra :  To woo 
voters in Haryana, Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) workers will 
now go door to door to dis-
tribute the guarantee cards of 
Arvind Kejriwal, as part of 
the party’s outreach pro-
gramme ‘Parivar Jodo Abhi-
yan’ for the Assembly elec-
tions in the state. As per the 
information, party workers 
have been imparted the train-
ing regarding how to ap-
proach the electorate, get 
registration done and issue 
the cards. The party workers 
will generate a unique regis-
tration number for each card 
to be issued.

Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal’s wife Sunita Kejri-
wal launched ‘Kejriwal’s 
five guarantees’ for Haryana 
in Panchkula last month, 
promising free electricity, 
mohalla clinics in every vil-
lage and city, Rs 1,000 per 
month assistance to every 
woman; employment for 
youth, and better and free 
education.

As per the party leaders, 
separate cards for each guar-
antee will be given to the 
people. While the guarantee 
cards for free power have ar-
rived, the remaining cards 
are expected to arrive soon.

Party’s state spokesman 
Sumit Hindustani, who held 
training sessions in Kuruk-
shetra and Yamunanagar, 
said: “The party has launched 
guarantee cards to give Ke-
jriwal’s guarantee to the 

people of Haryana for which 
training was provided to the 
party workers today. Duties 
have been assigned and the 
cards have been handed over 
to them. The party workers 
will go door to door, generate 
registration number for each 
family, by giving a missed 
call on a toll-free number and 
hand over the guarantee 
cards.”

“Party workers will set 
up canopies in the market ar-
eas as well to prepare the 
cards and it has been decided 
to complete the exercise by 
September 10. We aim to 
cover 50 lakh people during 
the period. While Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
guarantees can be heard 
only, Kejriwal’s guarantees 
will be in the hands of the 
people. The party has ful-
filled its promises in Delhi 
and Punjab, and it will fulfill 
its promises in Haryana too. 
The guarantees will play a 

crucial role in helping AAP 
getting votes in Haryana”, he 
added.AAP’s senior state 
vice-president Anurag 
Dhanda said: “The party has 
imparted trainings in all 360 
blocks of 90 Assembly con-
stituencies in Haryana to 
party workers. Recently, the 
party appointed in-charges 
in all blocks and now the 
party workers will go door to 
door to hand over the guaran-
tee cards of Arvind Kejriwal. 
They will also make people 
aware to vote on the issues of 
health, education, power, 
and employment.”“The par-
ty has a strong organisation 
in the state and the party will 
contest on all 90 Assembly 
seats. Soon the party will 
start holding Assembly seg-
ment-wise rallies in Haryana 
to present before the public 
the work done by Kejriwal in 
Delhi and Punjab, and his vi-
sion for the entire country," 
he added.

AAP to go door to door to hand 
over Kejriwal’s guarantee cards

Faridabad :  With all 
parties currently focused on 
selecting the right winnable 
candidates for the Assembly 
segments of Faridabad and 
Palwal districts, the factors 
seen as vital for the ticket al-
lotment have taken the centre 
stage. “Though the final de-
cision regarding the allot-
ment of tickets from any con-
stituency lies with the party 
leadership, the factors such 
as the image of the candidate, 
his or her hold in the respe-
tive Assembly segment and 
the connections with the top 
leadership are likely to domi-
nate the finalisation of nomi-
nees,” says Subhash Sharma, 
a political analyst.

He adds though there are 
several ticket aspirants try-
ing their luck, the final deci-
sion largely depends on 
one’s connection with those 
who matter at the higher lev-
el. Issues like anti-incum-
bency and performance level 
of the sitting incumbent also 
play a vital role in repeating 
or replacing anyone, says 
Sharma. An average of six to 
eight candidates are reported 
to be vying for tickets of 
main parties like the BJP and 
the Congress in each of the 
segments. The parties are 
likely to bet upon the candi-
dates who are very close to 
the leadership and have a 
clean and strong political 
track record, besides the fi-

nancial standing, according 
to sources. Changes or re-
placement of candidates in 
more than half of the seg-
ments may be a strong prob-
ability, in the view of anti-
incumbency, performance, 
involvement in party activi-
ties in the past and other fac-
tors, according to a political 
activist.Haryana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(HPCC) president Udai 
Bhan says while the final de-
cision lies with the commit-
tee appointed by the party 
high command, only strong 
and winnable candidates are 
likely to be fielded to ensure 
that party gets a thumping 
majority . He adds the fa-
vourable political current 
blowing in the state will fur-
ther boost the morale of the 
party candidates. Rajender 
Bisla, a three-time former 

MLA from the Ballabgarh 
segment says the selection of 
candidates should be based 
on the criteria comprising 
honesty, character and edu-
cational qualifications. He 
stresses while the candidates 
should be well-qualified 
with a vision, the business 
approach in politics needs to 
be curbed. Bisla who got 
elected as an MLA in 
1977,1991 and 2000 says his 
personal, social and political 
image had helped him a lot.
Karan Singh Dalal, a former 
MLA and leading ticket aspi-
rant of the Congress from 
Palwal, says people with a 
clean image and higher edu-
cational qualifications 
should be considered . With 
political character as base, 
only those candidates with a 
secular approach should be 
preferred, he emphasises.

Strong connections with top brass, 
good image key to getting ticket

Kurukshetra :  Sharpening his attack on 
the Congress, Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini today said the infighting in the grand old 
party was for vested interests and its leaders 
were not concerned about the welfare of the 
people of Haryana. Addressing a gathering on 
the occasion of 70th foundation day celebra-
tion of the Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh in Ku-
rukshetra on Saturday, the Chief Minister 
said: “The government has taken various ini-
tiatives for the welfare of the people working 
in organised and unorganised sectors. The 
government has worked on a mission mode to 
ensure the welfare of the labourers and also 
ensure that they don’t face any inconve-
nience.

“Bhupinder Singh Hooda has no achieve-
ment of his government to share, but he keeps 
saying that he will discontinue the portals, 
started by BJP government, and HKRN if 
voted to power. The portals launched by the 
BJP government have proved to be beneficial 
for government employees, aged people and 
labourers and other sections of the society 
who have been getting benefits of the govern-
ment schemes without making rounds in gov-
ernment offices.” 

He added that the government introduced 
online transfers for the employees and pro-
vided job security to 1.20 lakh HKRN em-
ployees. We have stopped the leakage of 

funds with the help of portals. Saini said Hoo-
da had been shying away from replying to the 
questions raised by him.

 “I also ask Kumari Selja and Randeep 
Surjewala to give answers to my questions, if 
Hooda has no answers. They are fighting for 
their vested interests instead of working for 
the welfare of the people of Haryana,” he said. 
During the event, Sangh leaders raised con-
cerns and demands of workers working in 
various sectors, including the Education De-
partment, municipal corporations and sugar 
mills. The CM said: “The government has 
been working for the welfare of the public and 
several decisions were in pipeline when the 
model code of conduct came into force. The 
Sangh has raised some issues, and I promise 
you that all the concerns will be addressed af-
ter the elections are over.”

Speaking to mediapersons, about the let-
ter sent to the Election Commission regarding 
the election dates, Saini said “I will appeal to 
all to come out in large numbers and exercise 
their franchise.

 The party’s state chief has also raised the 
concern with the Election Commission, sug-
gesting that the poll dates be slightly changed 
after consulting all the parties, so that voter 
turnout could be increased. A higher voter 
turnout is good in democracy. The candidates 
will be announced soon.”

Congress leaders fighting for 
vested interests, not state’s: CM Saini
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New Delhi :  Shikhar 
Dhawan, with his trade-
mark moustache twirl and 
broad smile, was a sight to 
behold every time he 
stepped onto the cricket 
field. His retirement marks 
the end of a chapter in Indi-
an cricket that was written 
in bold strokes, much like 
his batting.

For over a decade, Dha-
wan was more than just an 
opening batsman—he was 
the embodiment of fearless 
cricket, a player who didn’t 
just play the game but lived 
it with every run, every 
shot, and every celebration.

From his early days in 
domestic cricket, it was 
clear that Dhawan was spe-
cial. He wasn’t just another 
talented batsman; he was an 
artist with the bat, crafting 
innings with a mix of ag-
gression and elegance that 
was uniquely his own.

When he finally made 
his international debut in 
2010, the world got a 
glimpse of the sheer talent 
that had been waiting in the 
wings. But it wasn’t until 
2013 that Dhawan truly an-
nounced himself on the 
global stage.

It was in Mohali In his 
very first Test innings that 
Dhawan dismantled a for-
midable Australian attack 
with a knock that will be re-
membered for generations. 
His 187 was rather a specta-
cle—a breathtaking display 
of strokeplay that left bowl-
ers and fans alike in awe. 
Fastest Test century on de-
but—85 balls, a record that 
still stands—was more than 
just a statistic. It was a state-
ment. Dhawan had arrived, 
and he was here to stay.

Dhawan had a penchant 
for the big stage. When it 
came to ICC tournaments, 
there was something about 
the pressure and the global 
spotlight that brought out 

the best in him.
The 2013 ICC Champi-

ons Trophy was his canvas, 
and he painted it with mas-
terful strokes of brilliance. 
Leading India’s charge with 
the bat, Dhawan not only 
topped the run charts but 
also played a pivotal role in 
India’s unbeaten run to the 
title. His opening partner-
ship with Rohit Sharma 
went on to become one of 
the most successful in ODI 
history.In the 2015 World 
Cup, Dhawan was once 
again at his imperious best. 
His century against South 
Africa, where he disman-
tled a world class bowling 
attack with ease, is etched in 
the memories of cricket 
fans. It wasn’t just the runs 
he scored, but the way he 
scored them—effortlessly 
pulling and driving the likes 
of Dale Steyn and Morne 
Morkel, making them look 
ordinary on a stage where 
they were supposed to be 
the protagonists.

Dhawan’s journey was 
not without its challenges. 
The dips in form, the criti-
cisms, the injuries—he 
faced them all with the same 
smile and resolve that de-
fined his approach to the 
game. His fighting century 
in Auckland in 2014 in test-
ing conditions was a testa-
ment to his resilience.

And none can forget his 
brave 117 at The Oval in the 
2019 World Cup, played 
with a fractured thumb 
against a fierce Australian 
attack. That innings, ulti-
mately his last in an ICC 
tournament, summed up 
Dhawan’s spirit —never 
backing down, always ris-
ing to the occasion.But 
Dhawan was more than just 
his on-field exploits. Off the 
field, he was a character—
always cheerful, always ap-
proachable. Whether it was 
his infectious energy during 
team celebrations or his 
playful antics with team-
mates, Dhawan brought a 

sense of joy to the Indian 
dressing room. He was a se-
nior figure who led by ex-
ample, showing younger 
players that cricket is not 
just a game of skill, but also 
of character and heart.

His contribution to In-
dian cricket goes beyond 
the runs and the records. He 
was a player who played 
with his heart on his sleeve, 
who gave his all for the 
team every time he stepped 
on the field. He was a man 
who made the game look 
beautiful, who made fans 
believe that with hard work 
and a little bit of flair, any-
thing was possible.Dha-
wan’s legacy will live on in 
the memories of those who 
watched him play, in the re-
cords he set, and in the in-
spiration he provided to 
countless young cricketers.
Dhawan, the artist of the 
cricket field, has signed off, 
leaving behind a master-
piece that will be admired 
for years to come. 

The last twirl: Shikhar Dhawan and 
the moustache that enchanted fans

Islamabad, Aug 25 (UNI) In a sig-
nificant development for Pakistan 
women's cricket, 22-year-old Fatima 
Sana has been appointed as the captain 
of the national team for the upcoming 
ICC Women's T20 World Cup 2024.

The decision was unanimously 
made by the Women's national selection 
committee, marking a new chapter in 
the young all-rounder's burgeoning ca-
reer.

Fatima, a bowling allrounder, has 
been a standout performer for Pakistan 
with 31 T20I wickets at an average of 
30.09 and 215 runs at a strike rate of just 
over 100. Her appointment as captain 
comes on the back of her previous lead-
ership roles with Pakistan's Emerging 
and domestic sides, as well as a memo-
rable stint as the national team captain in 
December 2023, when she led Pakistan 
to a historic ODI victory against New 
Zealand at the Hagley Oval in Christ-
church.

The squad for the ICC Women's T20 
World Cup 2024 sees only one change 
from the team that recently competed in 
the Women's Asia Cup. Right-handed 
batswoman Sadaf Shamas, who was 
part of the ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2023 in South Africa, has made a 
comeback, replacing wicketkeeper-
batswoman Najiha Alvi. Alvi will travel 
to the UAE as a reserve player, while 
Rameen Shamim and Umm-e-Hani 
have been named as non-traveling re-
serves.

Fatima takes over the captaincy 
from veteran allrounder Nida Dar, who 
remains an integral part of the squad. 
Dar has been widely praised for her con-
tributions to Pakistan cricket, most no-
tably becoming the second Pakistan 
player to take 100 wickets in women's 
ODIs. Former Australian cricketer Lisa 

Sthalekar lauded Dar as a "feisty charac-
ter" and expressed confidence in Fatima 
Sana’s ability to lead the team.

Pakistan has been placed in Group A 
of the tournament, alongside formida-
ble opponents Australia, India, New 
Zealand, and Sri Lanka. The Women in 
Green will look to blend experience and 
youth as they aim to make a strong im-
pact on the global stage.

As the team prepares to face some of 
the toughest teams in the world, all eyes 
will be on Fatima Sana as she steps into 
this pivotal role. The cricketing world 

will be watching closely as Pakistan em-
barks on its journey in the ICC Women’s 
T20 World Cup 2024.Pakistan Team: 
Fatima Sana (captain), Aliya Riaz, Di-
ana Baig, Gull Feroza, Iram Javed, 
Muneeba Ali (wicket-keeper), Nashra 
Sundhu, Nida Dar, Omaima Sohail, 
Sadaf Shamas, Sadia Iqbal (subject to 
fitness), Sidra Amin, Syeda Aroob Shah, 
Tasmia Rubab, Tuba Hassan.

Traveling Reserve: Najiha Alvi 
(wicket-keeper)

Non-Traveling Reserves: Rameen 
Shamim, Umm-e-Hani.

Fatima Sana named Pak women's 
captain for ICC T20 World Cup 2024

New Delhi : Sai Jayalakshmy 
Jayaram, former Billie Jean King 
Cup tennis player and a member of 
the national selection committee, 
says the selectors need to have a larg-
er role than what they have currently 
while picking the Indian squads for 
various competitions.

"The system seems to be that the 
association (AITA) makes a list of 
players based on rankings, and they 
reach out to all these players (asking 
for their availability), and each play-
er responds with a yes or no.

Then that list comes to us. So to 
be honest, our role is very small, if 
you ask me. We select the best play-
ers from this list that has been given 
to us," Sai told The Times of India.

"I know how it works in cricket. I 
have a friend who does junior selec-
tion, and I know he travels a lot (as 
part of the job).

"He watches the players, he in-
teracts with them. He’s always keep-
ing an eye out for up and coming tal-
ent. And he's a lot more involved 
than, let's say, me.

"And I do feel that there should 
be a whole lot more involvement. I 
mean, I personally would think that 
that's how selections can be made 
more accurately, because then you 
know exactly who you're talking 
about, what they do, what they have 
done in the recent times, how they're 
playing currently, things like that.

"In cricket, it is a much bigger 
thing, because it is a team sport. So 
everything hinges on that, you know, 
on the player being on the team or 
not.

"In tennis, it's completely the 
other end of the spectrum, because 
it's an individual sport for 95% of the 
time, and the only time you play for 
your country is in Davis Cup, Fed 
cup, or Olympics, or Asian Games 
Olympics once in four years.

"So unlike a sport like, say, crick-
et, where if you're not on the team, 
you're not even given an opportunity 
to make a mark. Here you can make a 
mark on your own.

"But I think at the end of the day, 
there should be more involvement for 
us, as opposed to what is just now, 
which is simply, ‘here's a list. And, 
choose from this’ kind of thing. I 
definitely think that more involve-
ment in knowing who is doing what 
and how they're playing at the mo-
ment."

Sai said a more hands-on ap-
proach could begin with having the 
selectors travel to tournaments in 

India."I think there maybe, should be 
more (travelling). The chairman, 
Nandan (Bal), watches a lot of 
matches. And if something happens 
in Chennai, then I go and watch. But 
other than that, I think some amount 
of travel (is needed) so that you're ac-
tually aware of what the players are 
doing, you see how they are on 
court."

She acknowledged that the pres-
ence of selectors would act as a cata-
lyst for the players to give their best, 
and compared it to the yesteryears 
when players gave more than their 
best to succeed at the Nationals.

"I do think so, because when I 
was playing, the Nationals was like 
the biggest tournament in the coun-
try, and everybody would give an arm 

and a leg to have won it, (that) kind of 
thing," she said.

"It was like the biggest tourna-
ment that everyone marked out of 
their calendars and everyone was try-
ing to win. It meant so much, you 
know, to be a national champion. 
Now it seems to sort of receded in ev-
eryone's consciousness.

"But it's a tough thing to do be-
cause you are trying to chase points, 
you are trying to get a better ranking. 
It's very tough, competitive sport be-
cause you're on your own and you're 
trying to plan all these things."

Mukund Sasikumar, who has 
been sanctioned for allegedly mak-
ing himself unavailable for selection 
for three ties, had remarked that play-
ers represent the nation even when 

they compete on the professional tour 
and not just in team competitions like 
the Davis Cup.

Mukund had also said that a play-
er should not be punished merely be-
cause he chooses to play in the pro 
circuit instead of a Davis Cup match.

Without commenting directly on 
Mukund’s views, Sai said: "Around 
the time I was playing  of course, this 
was before social media and even the 
internetplaying for the country was 
like the absolute, like the apex, you 
know. If you've played for your coun-
try, it was like, 'wow'.

"Even today, when I talk to peo-
ple, you say you won the Nationals, 
you won so many tournaments, your 
ranking is so and so … None of it 
makes as big a dent or an impression 
as when you say that you played for 
your country.

"So, I would still think playing 
for the country (ranks above) most 
other things. I mean, when you play 
the other tournaments ... Tennis is an 
individual sport. So you're not really 
representing the country as such.

"Yes, your name will be as, X, 
and the country name will be in 
brackets. But at the end of the day, it's 
an individual sport.

"I can't comment on individual 
player's choice. Why they did what 
they did. It's a tough choice to make, 
because you're sort of trying to do this 
on your own, and trying to make your 
way through it.

"If you're not chasing points, 
someone else is going to be doing 
that, and they're going to take your 
place. It's fairly competitive.

"Personally, speaking for me, I 
always consider playing for the coun-
try a very big honour and very 
privileged."Sai refrained from giving 
her opinion on whether a player 
should be penalized for being un-
available for national duty.

"Again, you're asking me a com-
ment on something that  I think those 
decisions are made by the executive 
committee or the association, it's 
completely out of our purview. It's 
something that I shouldn't comment 
on," she said.She, however, agreed it 
was worrisome that players - on the 
men's side at least for the moment - 
increasingly choosing to make them-
selves unavailable for India 
selection."Yes, I definitely think so. 
Because, like I said, it comes down to 
the priorities that the player has. I 
guess you know where they are in 
their career and things like that," she 
said.

We need to be involved more, says former India 
tennis player and selector Sai JayalakshmyNew Delhi : Lakshya 

Sen, India's 22-year-old bad-
minton star from the recently 
concluded Paris Olympics, 
left for Austria on Sunday in 
order to get assessed and op-
timize his physical condition 
for the upcoming BWF tour-
naments.

Sen, who narrowly 
missed securing an Olympic 
medal at the Olympics by 
finishing fourth, is deter-
mined to enhance his perfor-
mance.

To achieve this, he will 
undergo a comprehensive 
assessment at the Red Bull 
Athlete Performance Centre 
located in Salzburg.

1x1 polls
The state-of-the-art fa-

cility will conduct a series of 
tests to provide Sen with a 
thorough evaluation of his 
body, enabling him to fine-
tune his fitness regimen and 
elevate his game to new 
heights.

"Lakshya is going to 
Austria to do some physical 
assessment. There is a good 
sports institute there, where 
he wants to do some physical 
exercise. He left today and 
will be back after a week," 
coach Vimal Kumar told 
PTI.

Lakshya's trainer 
Gaurav, along with 15-year-
old junior shuttler Nischal 
Chand as training partner, 

are accompanying Sen to 
keep him in shape during the 
week.

"The tests will focus ba-
sically on specific strength 
aspects. Many of the elite 
athletes go and get them-
selves tested there. We had 
consulted Dr Dinshaw Pardi-
wala for all his niggles and 
injuries.

"Right now he is fine; but 
before he really starts going 
full-fledged, it is important 
for him to get the right physi-
cal training, and unless the 
strength and conditioning 
program is really spot on, he 
can get injuries. So we have 
to find the right things to do."

Lakshya is expected to 
participate in the upcoming 
Hong Kong Super 500 and 
China Open Super 1000 
tournaments, which are 
scheduled to take place in 

late September of this year.
According to Vimal, the 

nature of Lakshya's playing 
style demands him to con-
tinuously work on improv-
ing his overall fitness.

"He needs to definitely 
get better on fitness aspects, 
especially the speed, endur-
ance and other things he 
needs to work on because the 
game he plays, it's very fast-
paced. He has to defend a lot 
and then he converts the de-
fence into offense," said Vi-
mal.

"When he's playing with 
the wind, he needs to keep 
putting the shuttle down, 
come into the net, tumble at 
the net, so up and down...
those sort of things. It takes 
away a lot of your energy. So 
he needs to get super fit or 
develop the ability to control 
the drift."

Ace shuttler Lakshya Sen heads to 
Austria for physical assessment 

New Delhi  : Robert Lewandowski 
overcame a series of missed opportunities 
to lead Barcelona to a 2-1 victory over 
Athletic Bilbao in La Liga on Saturday. 
The 36-year-old striker struck the wood-
work twice and missed several chances 
before confidently scoring the decisive 
goal in the 75th minute.Barcelona initially 
took the lead when a deflected shot by 
young talent Lamine Yamal found the back 
of the net, but Athletic equalized with a 
penalty from Oihan Sancet before half-
time.

Lewandowski's goal secured Barcelo-
na's second consecutive win under new 
manager Hansi Flick.

 Despite financial limitations prevent-
ing the registration of new signing Dani 
Olmo, Barcelona fielded a team that in-
cluded Pedri and 17-year-old Yamal in 

midfield.Before the match, Yamal was 
seen sharing a friendly moment with Ath-
letic's Nico Williams, who is reportedly a 
transfer target for Barcelona.

Lewandowski, who had already scored 
twice in the season opener against Valen-
cia, hit the post after a promising buildup 
involving Yamal and Raphinha.

 Athletic's goalkeeper, Alex Padilla, 
made a stunning save to deny Lewandows-
ki from converting another Raphinha 
cross. Barcelona's relentless pressure fi-
nally paid off when Lewandowski netted 
his third goal of the season, capitalizing on 
a cross from Pedri that Padilla could only 
deflect into his path.

This win against Ernesto Valverde's 
Copa del Rey champions is another morale 
boost for Barcelona following their open-
ing day victory at Valencia.

Resilient Robert Lewandowski secures 
Barcelona win over Athletic Bilbao in La Liga

Kolkata :  Kolkata's Mohammedan Sporting Club has 
been inducted into India's top-tier football tournament In-
dian Super League's 11th edition from the seasons 2024-
25, the ISL management announced on Saturday.

" Starting from the 2024-25 season, Mohammedan 
SC, one of the oldest active football clubs in the nation 
will compete in the top tier of Indian football, bringing the 
total number of clubs in the ISL to 13,' an ISL statement 
confirms.

This promotion follows their triumphant 2023-24 I-

League title-winning campaign, making them the second 
club after Punjab FC to earn promotion to the ISL.

With the inclusion of the black and white brigade, 
which has many silver wars in its club tents at the Maidan, 
altogether three outfits from this city will be seen in action 
in the coming season.

The news was celebrated hugely in the club tents as 
many fans arrived at the Maidan tent and greeted each 
other after their favourite club got a berth in the country's 
top-tier football tournament.

Mohammedan Sporting Club  inducted into ISL
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New  Delhi : IndiGo is 
preparing to introduce the 
gender-neutral honorific 
'Mx' as an option during 
the flight booking process 
to promote inclusivity. 
Currently, the airline's 
website only allows pas-
sengers to choose between 
'male' and 'female' options 
when booking.

Sukhjit S Pasricha, In-
diGo's group chief human 
resources officer, stated 
that the new 'Mx' option 
will cater to transgender 
individuals who prefer not 
to identify with traditional 
gender categories. Addi-
tionally, the airline plans 
to double its workforce of 
individuals with disabili-
ties.

While IndiGo is mak-
ing this move, other air-
lines like Air India Express 
and Vistara already offer 
the 'Mx' option for passen-
gers during ticket booking.

Pasricha also high-

lighted that IndiGo has 
launched several initia-
tives to support the LG-
BTQ+ community, includ-
ing employee referral 
programs that encourage 

the hiring of LGBTQ+ in-
dividuals. The airline has 
successfully integrated 
LGBTQ+ employees 
across various functions, 
including flying roles.

IndiGo has implement-
ed policies to create a more 
inclusive environment, 
such as partnering with 
agencies specializing in 
LGBTQ+ recruitment and 

offering benefits like gen-
der reassignment surgery 
and including live-in part-
ners in medical insurance. 
These steps have helped 
attract more candidates 
from the LGBTQ+ com-
munity.

As of March 31, 2024, 
IndiGo employed 36,860 
permanent staff members, 
including 5,038 pilots and 
9,363 cabin crew, and over 
240 individuals with dis-
abilities in customer-fac-
ing roles across more than 
60 cities.

 The placement of em-
ployees with disabilities is 
determined by factors like 
safety, accommodation 
needs, and skill mapping, 
with a focus on merit-
based hiring.

 Most of these individ-
uals work as customer ser-
vice officers or executives 
in airport operations, with 
some also contributing to 
cargo teams.

IndiGo introduces gender-neutral 
'Mx' option for flight bookingsMumbai :  Affirming 

its resolve to make India a 
global EV and new energy 
hub, Ola Electric has an-
nounced new products and 
a future roadmap across 
EV and energy verticals.

With the launch of the 
Roadster, the Roadster X, 
and the Roadster Pro, the 
company recently entered 
the electric motorcycle 
segment and further an-
nounced the integration of 
its cells in its own vehicles 
starting Q1 FY26, said the 
release today.

The company also 
showcased the indigenous-
ly developed Bharat 4680 
cell and battery pack, the 
new Gen-3 platform, and 
MoveOS 5 at Sankalp 
2024, Ola’s annual launch 
event, at its Futurefactory 
in Krishnagiri, Tamil 
Nadu.

Speaking at the event, 
Bhavish Aggarwal, Found-
er and CMD, Ola Electric, 
said, “Today, 2/3rd of In-
dia’s 2W market consists 
of motorcycles, and with 
Ola’s entry into this seg-
ment.

 EV penetration is 
poised to further accelerate 
in the Indian 2W segment. 
We have already been suc-
cessful in accelerating the 
EV adoption in the scooter 
segment, and with our fu-
turistic portfolio of prod-
ucts, we are now focused 
on supercharging the EV 

penetration through our 
motorcycles.

 Coupled with the inte-
gration of our cells in our 
vehicles starting early next 
year, we are determined to 
chart a new course for 
mass EV adoption across 
India, according to the re-
lease.

Ola Electric strengthens market 
leadership, launches electric motorcycles

New Delhi : The gold 
loan market in India is 
poised for significant 
growth, driven by rising 
per-gram gold rates and in-
creasing customer de-
mand. Currently, the mar-
ket is largely dominated by 
the unorganized sector, 
which holds a 63 percent 
share, leaving the orga-
nized players, including 
banks and Non-Banking 
Financial Companies 
(NBFCs), with a 37 per-
cent share, as per a PwC 
report. This scenario pres-
ents a substantial opportu-
nity for organized players 
to expand their footprint 
and capture a larger por-
tion of the market.

Indian households are 
estimated to hold around 
25,000 tonnes of gold, val-
ued at approximately Rs 
126 lakh crore. Despite 
this immense wealth, the 
gold loan market through 
organized channels is val-
ued at just Rs 7.1 lakh 
crore, highlighting the un-
tapped potential within 
household gold holdings. 
Currently, market penetra-
tion of gold loans in India 
stands at only 5.6 percent. 
Although not all gold is 
available for pledging due 
to religious, emotional, or 
financial reasons, there re-
mains significant growth 
potential in the sector.

Historically, the gold 
loan market in India has 
been dominated by the un-
organized sector. Howev-
er, in recent years, orga-
nized players, particularly 
NBFCs, have started to 
gain market share. Banks 
are also making strides, es-
pecially through retail 
gold loans and a continued 
focus on agricultural gold 
loans.

 This trend is expected 
to continue as organized 

players leverage their for-
mal lending structures, 
transparency, and custom-
er trust to capture a larger 
share of the market.

According to Shaji 
Varghese, CEO of Muthoot 
FinCorp Limited, the po-
tential for growth in gold 
loan assets is substantial, 
given that much of the 
market remains in the un-
organized sector. Rising 
gold prices and a shift in 
how gold is perceived—as 
both an investment and a 
convenient option for rais-
ing funds—are also con-
tributing to the sector's 
growth.

India remains one of 
the world's largest con-
sumers of gold, with total 
demand reaching 747 
tonnes in 2023. However, 
this figure represents a 3 
percent decrease from the 
previous year, primarily 
due to rising gold prices, 
which dampened demand 
for gold jewelry.

The price of gold in In-

dia increased from Rs 
55,375 to Rs 66,532 per 10 
grams (22 carats) between 
November 2023 and May 
2024, leading to a shift to-
ward lightweight or lower-
carat jewelry items.

Globally, demand for 
gold grew by 3 percent in 
2023, with China emerg-
ing.

As the largest market. 
This global market expan-
sion offers opportunities 
for Indian gold loan finan-
ciers to explore growth be-
yond domestic borders. 
The relationship between 
gold and the US dollar is a 
key factor influencing gold 
prices in India.

 A weakening rupee of-
ten leads to higher gold 
prices, as gold is priced in-
ternationally in USD. This 
dynamic drives higher im-
ports and increases the cost 
of gold in rupees, further 
fueling demand as inves-
tors seek a safe haven 
against currency fluctua-
tions.

V.P. Nandakumar, 
Managing Director and 
CEO of Manappuram Fi-
nance Ltd, noted that the 
recent increase in gold 
prices has brought some 
stability to the gold loan 
portfolios of most players, 
and it is expected that gold 
prices will remain stable 
due to geopolitical factors, 
central banks' accumula-
tion of gold, and the lasting 
appeal of the yellow metal.

Furthermore, the secu-
ritization of gold through 
various financial instru-
ments offers new avenues 
for gold loan players to di-
versify their offerings. By 
using gold-based security 
as collateral, established 
players can introduce in-
novative loan products that 
leverage the intrinsic value 
of physical gold.

 This approach not only 
diversifies their gold loan 
portfolio but also opens up 
opportunities for innova-
tion in the gold loan eco-
system.

India's gold loan market set for rapid growth amid 
rising prices; unorganized sector holds 63% share: PwC

New Delhi : The Indian 
government's initiatives, in-
cluding the production-
linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme with an approved 
budget of Rs 25,938 crore, 
have significantly bolstered 
the domestic electric vehi-
cle (EV) manufacturing in-
dustry.

 Of the 74 applications 
submitted by automakers 
for the PLI scheme in the EV 
sector, 50 have received ap-
proval, while the remaining 
24 are still under review.

The PLI scheme offers a 
government grant of 13-15 
percent of the annual sales 
value of EVs to automakers, 
which has been instrumen-
tal in driving sales and miti- gating the higher costs asso- ciated with adopting new technologies.

 As of March 31, invest-
ments under the main PLI 
scheme reached Rs 17,896 
crore, with incremental 
sales surpassing Rs 3,370 
crore among approved ap-
plicants.

In addition to the PLI 
scheme, the government has 
introduced other critical ini-
tiatives, such as the PLI Ad-
vanced Chemistry Cell 
(ACC) scheme with an out-
lay of Rs 18,100 crore for 50 
GWh, the Electric Mobility 
Promotion Scheme (EMPS) 
with an allocation of Rs 778 
crore, and the SMEC initia-
tive designed to attract glob-
al EV investments with a 
minimum commitment of 
Rs 4,150 crore.

Government's schemes boost 
domestic electric vehicle manufacturing

Kochi :  The rapid emergence 
of robotics will increase job oppor-
tunities in Kerala, belying the gen-
eral notion that machines replace 
human labour, Minister for Indus-
tries, Law, and Coir P. Rajeeve has 
said.

As new-age technologies are 
broadening, their implementation 
leads to the emergence of allied 
sectors that would require robots to 
carry out the work, he noted after 
declaring open the landmark Ro-
botics Round Table in the city.

“What we see in Kerala is the 
rising application of robotics in so-
cially beneficial endeavours. This 
implies their stronger use in the 
coming years,” the minister said at 
the opening session of the day-long 
event organised by Kerala State In-
dustrial Development Corporation 
(KSIDC) under the aegis of the De-
partment of Industries and Com-
merce at the Grand Hyatt in Bol-
gatty Island.

The roundtable, which seeks to 
boost the government’s efforts to 
make Kerala a global destination 
for innovative technology, began 
with the inauguration of an exhibi-
tion featuring 35 stalls. The inau-
gural ceremony was presided over 
by Principal Secretary (Industries 
and Commerce) A.P.M. Moham-
med Hanish.

Rajeeve pointed out that Kera-
la’s New Industrial Policy (2023) 
gives prominence to the state’s de-
velopment as a knowledge econo-
my. “We are striving to bring more 
investments into sectors that focus 
on improved facilities for common 
people. The results are showing in 
the encouraging number of Kerala 
startups engaged in social develop-
ment,” he pointed out.

Asserting that Kerala already 
enjoys an upper hand in the digital 
sector, he said, “We have an im-
pressive track record in e-gover-
nance, digitised banking, and mo-
bile internet connectivity. Not 
surprisingly, the state has the best 
startup ecosystem in the country.”

Hanish said the government’s 

prime objective has been to woo in-
vestors to the startups in the state.

Noting that IEDCs (Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Centres) merit stronger finan-
cial grants for commercial applica-
tion of innovative concepts, he said 
Kerala has been working to meet 
the requirements from robotics, 
which is fast developing. “We en-
sure monetary, social, and adminis-
trative support to the sector,” the 
official added.

KSIDC Managing Director S. 
Harikishore, also Director, Depart-
ment of Industries and Commerce, 
said the roundtable focusses on the 
sector of AI and robotics listed 
19th under the 22 priority sectors 
of the state in the New Industrial 
Policy.“Today’s event is the third 
in the government’s series of mis-
sions that seek to bolster the links 
between the state and the innova-
tive technology sector so as to fa-
cilitate a suitable ecosystem,” he 
said, welcoming the gathering.

Other speakers at the ceremony 
were KSIDC Chairman Paul Anto-
ny, Executive Director Hari Krish-
nan R, KINFRA Managing Direc-
tor Santhosh Koshy Thomas, 
Kerala Startup Mission CEO Ano-

op Ambika, and Dr. Saji Gopinath, 
Vice Chancellor, Kerala Technical 
University and Digital University 
of Kerala.

Armada AI Vice President Prag 
Mishra and Industrial AI Accenture 
MD Derick Jose also spoke on the 
occasion.

This was followed by three 
rounds led by ten experts from var-
ious parts of the world helming dis-
cussions on what Kerala can expect 
on becoming a hub for robotics 
technology. A total of 195 startups 
attended the event, which had more 
than 400 delegates.

The round table comes in con-
tinuation of last month’s opening 
event, an International Conclave 
on Gen AI held in association with 
IBM at Kochi. A subsequent Con-
clave on Continuing Investments 
was attended by 300 entrepreneurs 
who had brought in an overall in-
vestment of Rs 12,000 crore in the 
past three years.Recently, the 
KSIDC hosted a roadshow in Chen-
nai for investors. More such road-
shows will be held in Mumbai, 
Delhi, Dubai, Qatar, and Saudi 
Arabia. The finale of the series will 
be a Global Investor Meet in Kochi 
in February next year.

Pune :  Uppercase, the innovative, sus-
tainable luggage brand has raised $9 Million 
in its Series B round led by Accel, a global 
venture capital firm.

The funding will support business expan-
sion, aiming to increase its customer base 
across India. The Mumbai-based company, 
currently selling its travel gear online and 
through 1800 multi-brand stores across India, 
aims to achieve its Rs 500 crore goal by add-
ing 250 exclusive retail stores over the next 
three years.

uppercase was launched with a vision to 
revitalize the luggage market through innova-
tive, consumer- centric designs that are visu-
ally striking. It offers innovative, customer-
centric designs that break away from typical, 
monotonous styles.

The brand is committed to sustainability, 
emphasizing eco-friendly practices. Addi-
tionally, uppercase’s focus on affordability 
ensures that high-quality, fashionable travel 
gear is accessible to a broader audience, said 
release.

With the USD 9M series B round led by 
Accel, uppercase’s total funding now reaches 
Rs. 150 crores since its inception three years 
back.

“We are excited to have Accel join us as 

we revolutionize the sustainable travel gear 
industry. Their investment reflects trust in our 
eco-friendly approach and 100% made in In-
dia business model. This partnership will help 
us to build our brand and distribution by ex-
panding our exclusive retail channels.

With Accel's extensive international ex-
perience, we look forward to increasing our 
global footprint soon. We will continue to 
drive growth, innovation and impact the way 
the world travels and we will do it from In-
dia,” expressed Sudip Ghose, Founder and 
Managing Director of uppercase, said release.

uppercase which designs and manufac-
tures 100% of their products in India, recently 
achieved a significant milestone by winning 
the prestigious Red Dot Award for their prod-
uct, Bullet— becoming the first Indian lug-
gage brand in 69 years to receive this honor. It 
is a smart durable eco-friendly bag which is 
made out of recycled plastic, ideal for envi-
ronmentally conscious customers. This acco-
lade highlights uppercase's dedication to in-
novation and excellence in design.

Barath Shankar Subramanian, Partner at 
Accel said, “uppercase is carving out a unique 
space in the market with its deeply rooted In-
dian identity and unwavering commitment to 
sustainability. 

Uppercase raises USD 9M series B round with Accel

Fast-emerging robotics will expand 
job opportunities: Minister Rajeeve
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