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Nifty50 ends above 
24,850; BSE 
Sensex up over 300 
points
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UP Yoddhas aim to 
spark resurgence, look 
for third win, as they 
face Puneri Paltan

Delhi weather: Partly 
cloudy, no rain 
expected today; AQI 
remains moderate

Haryana CM 
Sanctions Reserve 
Fund for Flood 
Relief

Selective action, PSA 
against MLA not good 
for our democracy : 
Omar Abdullahaa

The Age of Truth

New Delhi: In a major victory for 
the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA), C P Radhakrishnan was 
elected as the 15th Vice President of 
India on Tuesday. Radhakrishnan, the 
NDA candidate, secured a decisive 
victory over the Opposition's joint 
nominee, B Sudershan Reddy.

The election results revealed a 
significant win for Radhakrishnan, 

who garnered 452 first-preference 
votes. His opponent, Sudershan 
Reddy, received 300 votes. According 
to Returning Officer P C Mody, out of 
the 788 eligible Members of 
Parliament (MPs), 767 cast their 
votes, resulting in a 98.2% turnout. Of 
these, 752 votes were deemed valid, 
while 15 were declared invalid.

The outcome of the election has 

led to speculation about cross-voting 
within the INDIA bloc, as the 
Opposition secured 15 votes fewer 
than its claimed strength. The 15 
invalid votes also raise questions, 
with some sources suggesting they 
may have all come from the 
Opposition's camp.

Following his defeat, B Sudershan 
Reddy congratulated Radhakrishnan, 

stating that the Opposition's unity 
remains strong despite the election 
outcome. Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah also extended his 
congratulations, expressing 
confidence that Radhakrishnan's 
leadership and experience will 
strengthen parliamentary democracy 
and uphold the dignity of the Rajya 
Sabha.

Chandigarh : Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi began a crucial visit to flood-affected 
regions of Punjab and Himachal Pradesh 
today to assess the widespread damage caused 
by recent floods.

Arriving at Pathankot Airbase from Delhi, 
he proceeded by helicopter to conduct an 
aerial survey of the hardest-hit areas in 
Himachal Pradesh, including Kullu, Mandi, 
and Chamba.

The visit was briefly overshadowed by a 
bomb threat received via email by the 
principal of Nerchowk Medical College in 
Mandi, Dr DK Verma. Authorities swiftly 
evacuated the hospital, relocating 
approximately 300 patients to safety, and a 
police search operation is underway to secure 
the premises.

In Dharamshala, PM Modi will lead a 

high-level meeting to review the disaster’s 
impact, with a detailed presentation on the 
damage. Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, who inspected 
preparations, will attend.

At 4 pm, the Prime Minister will meet 
flood victims in Tibbri, Gurdaspur, to address 
their concerns.

Punjab's AAP government has sought Rs 
80,000 crore in relief from the Centre, while 
Himachal has requested a special aid package. 
Punjab AAP president Aman Arora expressed 
hope for support, noting the Prime Minister’s 
earlier "silence" on Punjab crisis.

On September 5, union Agriculture 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan visited 
Amritsar, Gurdaspur, and Kapurthala, 
promising aid to affected communities.

PM Modi surveys flood-hit Punjab

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, after an aerial survey 
of flood-affected areas in 
Punjab, announced a Rs 
1,600 crore relief package for 
the state, supplementing Rs 
12,000 crore already 
allocated under central 
schemes.

In Gurdaspur, he met 19 
farmers from areas like 
Fazilka and Ajnala, who 
raised concerns about unpaid 
2023 compensation and 
issues like illegal mining and 
neglected Dhussi bandhs.

Modi assured a multi-
pronged recovery plan, 
including rebuilding homes 
under PM Awas Yojana, 
restoring highways, 
reconstructing schools, and 

providing PMNRF relief and 
livestock mini-kits. Advance 
releases of SDRF and PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi funds 
were also promised.

Punjab BJP chief Sunil 
Jakhar noted the Prime 
Minister’s 30-minute 
interaction with farmers, 
while leader Tarun Chugh 
highlighted local distrust in 
state fund distribution.

Earlier, in Himachal 
Pradesh, Modi conducted an 
aerial survey of Kullu, 
Mandi, and Chamba, 
announcing a Rs 1,500 crore 
financial assistance package, 
ex-gratia payments and met 
18 victims, including one-
year-old Nitika, orphaned in 
a June 30 cloudburst.

PM Modi Announces Rs 1,600 Crore 
Relief for Flood-Hit Punjab, Additional 
Rs 12,000 Crore Under Central Schemes

C P Radhakrishnan Elected Vice President of India

New Delh:  Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta today said the government 
is going to provide relief to the affected 
farmers in the national capital who 
faced crop damage after flood water 
entered their fields.

She lauded state government 
officials for standing their ground and 
carrying on with relief works when 
water entered the Yamuna floodplains, 
and also in the areas where the flood 
water entered from the Haryana side 
after the embankment of the 
Mungeshpur drain got damaged.

She said the government has 
appreciated the relief efforts by the 
administration officials during the 
tough time, adding that there is more to 
be done in this regard.

Gupta while speaking to reporters 
on Tuesday said that the government is 

working with utmost responsibility to 
get things back on track for those who 
were affected.

Meanwhile, taking to social media 
platform X, CM informed that a review 
meeting was held at the secretariat with 
the DM, SDM, Sub- Registrar and 

senior officials of the revenue 
department, with regard to the various 
development and public welfare 
works.

CM has said that after successfully 
organizing the Kanwar Yatra, and 
managing the emergency situations 
when water entered Yamuna's 
floodplains during the heavy rains, the 
next target of the administration is to 
smoothly organize and observe 
upcoming festivities like the Ramleela 
and Durga Puja celebrations.

According to the CM, the officials 
have been given clear instructions to 
keep an eye on every aspect of the 
upcoming festivities and arrangements.

CM said that the departments have 
been conveyed that there must be no 
mismanagement regarding the 
upcoming events.

Kathmandu: Nepalese 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli 
on Tuesday resigned from his 
post, amid the escalating Gen 
Z protests, that has left at least 
19 youths dead and around 500 
injured.

President Ramchandra 
Paudel has officially accepted 
PM Oli's resignation. Oli's 
resignation came amid 
unprecedented demonstrations 
led by Gen Z youths 
demanding accountability for 
corruption, government 
restrictions, and yesterday's 
police action in which 19 
protesting youth were shot 
dead. The PM's resignation 
came as protesters vandalised 
several vital offices including 
the Parliament building, 
residences of top leaders and 
ministers, and the protests 
spread across other cities.

The protests escalated on 
Tuesday following outrage 
over yesterday's police action 
on the youths. Over 500 people 
were injured in clashes with 
security forces at various 
places, including the Federal 
Parliament in Kathmandu.

Nepalese authorities have 
imposed curfew across the 
Valley and deployed heavy 
security to manage the 
demonstrations, but the 
protests have continued to 

intensify. Meanwhile, senior 
Nepalese government officials 
have issued a public appeal 
calling for restraint amid the 
widespread demonstrations. 
Officials expressed heartfelt 
condolences to the families of 
those who lost their lives and 
extended sympathy to the 
injured. "With the resignation 
of the Prime Minister KP 
Sharma Oli now accepted, we 
sincerely urge all citizens to 
remain calm and avoid further 
damage to life and property," 
the appeal stated.

"We also call on all 
concerned parties to seek a 
swift and peaceful resolution 

through political dialogue."
The appeal was signed by 

key officials including: 
Eknarayan Aryal, Chief 
Secretary; Ashok Raj Sigdel, 
Chief of Army Staff; 
Gokarnamani Duwadi, Home 
Secretary; Raju Aryal, 
Inspector General Armed 
Police Force; and Chandra 
Kuber Khapung, Inspector 
General, Nepal Police. The 
officials emphasized that 
cooperation from citizens and 
restraint by all parties are 
critical to stabilizing the 
situation and preventing 
further casualties or property 
damage. Oli was serving his 

fourth term as prime minister 
since July 2024 with the 
backing of the Nepali 
Congress. His resignation 
marks the end of a political 
career that saw him hold office 
in 2015–16, 2018–21, briefly 
in 2021, and again from July 
2024 until his exit on Tuesday.

Known for his assertive 
style and nationalist policies, 
Oli had come to power on 
promises of stability and 
prosperity but left amid 
mounting unrest and 
accusations of 
authoritarianism. He was 
supposed to visit India later 
this month.

PM Oli resigns amid escalating Gen Z 
protests; Senior officials appeal for restraint

Sultanpur: A witness was 
cross-examined in the MP/MLA 
court in a case against former 
Congress president and Rae Bareli 
MP Rahul Gandhi, related to 
alleged indecent remarks against 
union Home Minister Amit Shah, 
prosecution sources said here.

Prosecution sources said that 
as the process was not completed, 
Judge Shubham Verma today fixed 

September 23 as the next date for 
hearing.

BJP leader Vijay Mishra, a 
resident of Hanumanganj in 
Kotwali Dehat, Sultanpur district, 
filed a defamation case against 
Rahul Gandhi in 2018, alleging that 
he was hurt by remarks made 
during the Karnataka elections. 
Over five years of court 
proceedings, a warrant was issued 

in December 2023 due to Rahul 
Gandhi’s absence. On February 20, 
2024, Rahul surrendered in court 
and was granted bail on two sureties 
of Rs 25,000 each. On July 26, 
2024, Rahul recorded his statement 
in court, claiming innocence and 
alleging a political conspiracy 
against him. Since then, the court 
has been fixing hearing dates 
regularly.

Court sets Sep 23 as next hearing in Rahul Gandhi defamation case

Patna: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is 
scheduled to visit Bihar on 
September 15 during 
which he would launch a 
number of projects.

Bihar BJP president 
Dilip Jaiswal said today 
that PM Modi would arrive 
in Bihar on a day-long visit 
to the state.

During his visit, PM 
Modi would launch a 
number of projects in Bihar 
including inauguration of 
an airport in Purnia. He 
added: "PM Modi will also 
address a massive public 
meeting in Purnia during 
his visit."

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah would also visit 

Bihar on September 18 and 
27 respectively, said 
Jaiswal. He said, "BJP has 
divided Bihar in five zones 
and Shah would also have 
interaction with party 
workers in all these five 
zones, in days ahead, to 
chalk out a strategy for the 
upcoming Bihar assembly 
elections."

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
and other top leaders of 
BJP have been frequently 
visiting Bihar during the 
last few months, in view of 
the Bihar assembly 
elections to be held in 
October-November this 
year.

PM Modi to visit Bihar 
on September 15

Government to provide relief to 
flood-affected farmers in Delhi: CM
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Srinagar :  J&K Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah today 
said that invoking the stringent 
Public Safety Act (PSA) 
against Doda MLA Mehraj 
Malik, while taking no action 
against those accused of “hurt-
ing people’s sentiments” at 
Hazratbal shrine, is “not good 
for democracy.”

Omar said he failed to un-
derstand what Malik had done 
that warranted the govern-
ment’s decision to invoke the 
stringent PSA against him.

“Has the situation deterio-
rated anywhere? Was there any 
stone-pelting? On the con-
trary, the people who spoilt the 
environment here, the people 
who played with our religious 
sentiments and spoilt the envi-
ronment in Hazratbal—there 
is nothing against them. In-
stead, innocent people are be-
ing harassed here. They are 
being called to police stations 
and questioned,” Omar told 
reporters in Srinagar.

The Chief Minister said if 

the MLA had made a mistake, 
it could be rectified under the 
supervision of the Speaker.“A 
law like the PSA should not 
have been invoked against 
him. This will reduce the pub-
lic trust in democracy,” Omar 
said.

Referring to incidents ear-
lier this year, Omar said on 
July 13, the martyrs' day, the 
administration made a mistake 
and detained many 
leaders.“On July 14, they 
made another mistake. They 
got me heckled by the police. 

After that, arresting the MLA 
in the PSA is not a good thing. 
It is not a good thing for our 
democracy,” Omar said.When 
asked about the election for 
17th Vice-President, the Chief 
Minister questioned the Elec-
tion Commission of India for 

keeping four seats of J&K in 
Rajya Sabha vacant and there-
by denying the union territory 
its rightful representation.

“Our votes are already 
less, I don’t understand. It’s 
been nearly 11 months since 
our assembly elections. Why 
are the seats of our Rajya Sab-
ha empty today? If we had four 
more votes, our voice would 
have been stronger. We would 
have been able to speak,” 
Omar said.

“I don’t understand why 
the Centre and Election Com-
mission is taking revenge on us 
that our Rajya Sabha elections 
are not taking place,” he add-
ed.

On the recent floods, 
Omar said he expects Jammu 
and Kashmir to be compensat-
ed for the losses suffered.

He further requested the 
union Railways Minister to 
run special trains to ensure 
movement of essential goods 
to Kashmir and transport fruit 
produce outside.

Selective action, PSA against MLA not 
good for our democracy : Omar Abdullahaa Patna:  Bihar Water Resources Minister 

and senior JD(U) leader Vijay Kumar Chaud-
hary today strongly objected to opposition 
activities of collecting forms from women for 
the so-called "Mai Bahin Yojna" announced 
by RJD leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav.

Speaking to media here, Chaudhary said 
the Opposition was unsettled by the wide 
popularity of several welfare schemes 
launched by the Nitish Kumar government 
for women. Fearing massive support for the 
government, Tejashwi had made a “hollow 
promise” of benefits under Mai Bahin Yojna if 
voted to power, he alleged.

“It has come to light that a large number of 
opposition workers are getting forms filled 
from women under this so-called scheme. 
Such activities cannot be allowed. They are 
meant to mislead and dupe women in the 
name of benefits,” Chaudhary said.

He further expressed concern that opposi-
tion workers were collecting bank account 

details of women. “They could even misuse 
the details to withdraw money being trans-
ferred by the Nitish Kumar government under 
the ‘Mukhya Mantri Mahila Rojgar Yojna,’ he 
warned.

Under this scheme, one woman from ev-
ery family would receive Rs10,000, while an 
assistance of Rs2 lakh would be provided 
within six months to help women launch their 
own ventures. "All possible steps are being 
taken by the government to improve the con-
dition of women and empower them,” he said.

Bihar minister accuses RJD of 
misleading women with 'Mai Bahin Yojna'a

Bhubaneswar :  The 
Bhitarkanika National Park 
in Odisha's Kendrapara dis-
trict has reestablished itself 
as a congenial habitat of resi-
dent water birds maintaining 
a stable nesting population of 
nesting winged species, a se-
nior official said today.

The official statistics of 
the annual colonial bird cen-
sus released today pegged 
their population at 1,30,796 
belonging to ten species. 
With this, the population of 
monsoon birds has increased 
marginally this year in com-
parison to 1,30,123 birds 
sighted in 2024.

"The consistent pres-
ence of diverse water bird 
species underlines the eco-
logical importance of Bhitar-
kanika Mangroves as one of 
the largest heronries in Asia.

The annual nesting con-
gregation not only enhances 
the ecological richness of the 
mangrove ecosystem but 
also provides critical insights 
into the conservation status 
of colonial water birds.

"The Mangrove Wildlife 
Division, Rajnagar, remains 
committed to ensuring the 
protection of wetland habi-
tats and safeguarding the fu-
ture of these avian species", 
said Divisional Forest Offi-
cer, Rajnagar Mangrove 
Wildlife Division, Varadaraj 
Gaonkar.

The census team moni-

tored all the water bodies and 
mangrove forest areas of 
Mathadia, Laxmiprasaddia, 
Durgaprasaddia and Balidia 
heronries in and around the 
Bhitarkanika national park.

The Asian Open-billed 
Stork continued to dominate 
the nesting colonies, with 
15,919 nests, making it the 
most abundant species in the 
region. Other significant spe-
cies include Black-headed 
Ibis, Purple Heron, Large 
Egret, Intermediate Egret, 
Little Egret, Grey Heron, 
Little Cormorant, Black-
crowned Night Heron, and 
Darter.

Among the heronry 
sites, Laxmiprasad-Dia 
(13,594 nests) and Matha-
Adia (13,261 nests) emerged 
as the major nesting hubs, 
contributing the bulk of the 
nesting population.

The preferred nesting 
tree species remains Bani 
(Avicennia officinalis), 
along with Guan, Kerauan, 
Oruan, Sinduka, and Sun-
dari.

Abundant fish in the riv-
er and creeks and distance 
from human habitation has 
made it a congenial breeding 
spot for thousands of birds. 
Lack of human interference 
also comes in handy for 
birds, for these birds make 
and mend nests, collect green 
branches for building and re-
pairing nests, lay, incubate, 
hatch eggs, feed fledglings, 
guard them from predators, 
said the forest officer.

Noted ornithologist, Dr 
Salim Ali made a chance-
discovery of Bhitarkanika 
bird's habitat while on a ca-
sual visit to Bhitarkanika in 
1981.

Odisha Bhitarkanika emerges as 
major heronry for colonial birds

Bhubaneswar :   The 
decision on part of the Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD), the prin-
cipal opposition party in 
Odisha, to abstain from 
2025 Vice President poll 
has led analysts to believe 
that the regional party is 
steadily losing relevance 
nationally, almost 15 
months after it lost power to 
BJP after 24 years of unin-
terrupted rule in the state.

BJD, headed by Naveen 
Patnaik, lost to BJP in both 
the 2024 Assembly polls 
and Lok Sabha polls. Pat-
naik, who never eyed pan-
India expansion of the par-
ty, failed to check the BJP’s 
electoral juggernaut after 
staying at the helm in the 
State for a record 24 years.

The party, which gov-
erned the state uninterrupt-
edly from 2000 to 2024, suf-
fered its worst poll debacle 
by drawing a blank in the 
2024 Lok Sabha polls. It 
now remains content with 7 
Rajya Sabha members with 
two of its elected members 
switching fences to BJP af-
ter the poll debacle and 
promptly re-elected to the 
Upper House on BJP ticket.

Speculation was rife 
that BJD which supported 
ruling NDA in several key 
issues in the past 11 years 
may vote in favour of IN-
DIA bloc candidate for the 
VP poll being held today as 
several party stalwarts were 
in favour of such a move to 
reinvent itself to get rid of 
pro-BJP image following 
the electoral loss in 2024 
twin polls.

The move to abstain has 
apparently dented the re-
gional party’s image.

BJD’s strength in both 
the Houses was truncated 
after the Lok Sabha poll 
drubbing.

 The party’s Rajya Sab-
ha strength has also been 
trimmed to seven after two 
MPs Sujit Kumar and Ma-

mata Mahant defected to the 
BJP and were promptly re-
nominated by the saffron 
party.

Though the regional 
party lacked the numbers to 
stamp out a massive impact 
in the VP polls, casting vote 
for INDIA bloc rather than 
decision to abstain could 
have sent a message louder 
that the party does not serve 
the interest of ruling alli-
ance at the Centre.

A social media post of 
Tathagata Satapathy, for-
mer BJD MP and editor of a 
leading Odia daily, that the 
regional party was resorting 
to self-destruction sums up 
steadily eroding political 
relevance of the regional 
party at least in national po-
litical scenario.

“Odisha’s Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD), by deciding to 
abstain in the Vice Prez 
election, seems to have ha-
rakiried its total political 
existence whatever little re-
mained”, Satapathy, who 
quit active politics in 2019, 
stated in a post on X.

The BJD move to ab-
stain from the VP poll has 
triggered an avalanche of 
adverse reaction in social 
media circles. Odisha 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Bhakta Charan 
Das slammed the BJD say-
ing that BJD & BJP are two 
sides of the same coin and 
that Congress was the only 
opposition in Odisha and 

BJD’s decision to abstain 
from vote has proved it.

This is nothing but a 
tacit endorsement of the 
BJP.

 Naveen Patnaik has 
opted to protect himself 
rather than his party. Senior 
BJD leaders are clearly 
afraid of Central agencies 
breathing down their necks, 
he charged.

Even inside the BJD, 
unease is palpable. Several 
senior leaders privately ad-
mit that the abstention has 
dented the party’s claim of 
being the principal opposi-
tion to the BJP in Odisha. 
“Had MPs been allowed a 
conscience vote, as during 
the Waqf Bill, many would 
have backed the INDIA 
bloc candidate,” confided a 
veteran functionary.

By choosing not to take 
a stand, the BJD has once 
again left itself open to ac-
cusations of double-speak. 
Its assertion of “equidis-
tance” looks increasingly 
hollow, as it has, over the 
past decade, sided with the 
BJP at the national level.

BJD’s stand in the pre-
vious VP polls is varied. It 
abstained from the 2012 
poll, in which Hamid Ansari 
won. It backed non-NDA 
candidate Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi in the 2017 poll, in 
which Venkaiah Naidu 
won. In 2022, it extended its 
support to NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar.

BJD future seems uncertain 
as it abstains from VP poll

Jammu:  In a gesture of 
solidarity and service, the 
Kunwar Viyogi Memorial 
Trust has contributed to the 
Jammu Flood Relief Fund 
to support families and 
communities affected by the 
recent floods across the re-
gion.

The donation was for-
mally handed over to Addi-
tional Deputy Commission-
er Jammu, Ansuya Jamwal, 
by representatives of the 
Trust.

 The contribution re-
flects the Trust’s deep-root-
ed ethos of blending cultur-
al preservation with 
compassionate community 
service, standing with peo-
ple in times of need.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Trust Founder Poon-
am Singh Jamwal said: 
“Kunwar Viyogi believed in 
selfless service and compas-
sion.

 This contribution is a 
humble effort to reach out to 
families facing immense 
hardship due to the floods. 
We hope this small step en-

courages many others to 
come forward in the spirit of 
collective responsibility 
and humanitarian service.”

Founded in memory of 
Sahitya Akademi Awardee 
and Indian Air Force officer 
Group Captain Randhir 
Singh Jamwal (Kunwar Vi-
yogi), the Trust has, over the 
past decade, carved a unique 
identity as a movement for 
cultural revival, youth em-
powerment, and social re-
sponsibility.

From scholarship pro-
grams, research support and 
Dogri language initiatives, 
to art residencies, cultural 
festivals.

And community wel-
fare drives, the Trust has 
consistently championed 
both intellectual enrich-
ment and social upliftment.

This donation towards 
flood relief further strength-
ens its mission of serving 
society not only through art 
and literature, but also 
through tangible acts of 
compassion, resilience and 
solidarity.

Kunwar Viyogi Memorial Trust 
donates for Jammu Flood Relief Fund

Chandigarh:  The Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) 
has announced it will ab-
stain from the vice-presi-
dential election, citing dev-
astating floods in Punjab as 
its primary concern. The 
party, which holds a single 
parliamentary seat, stated 
that its lone MP, Harsimrat 
Kaur Badal, will not partici-
pate in the voting process.

Harsimrat, representing 

Bathinda, is the wife of 
SAD president Sukhbir 
Singh Badal. She empha-
sised the party’s commit-
ment to aiding flood-affect-
ed communities in Punjab.

 “When thousands of 
families are displaced, 
crops destroyed, and people 
are struggling for basic ne-
cessities, our duty lies in 
helping those in distress 
rather than engaging in 

elections,” the party said in 
a statement.

SAD also criticised the 
Central and Punjab govern-
ments for their alleged inad-
equate response to the flood 
crisis, highlighting the lack 
of sufficient relief and res-
cue efforts.

 The party underscored 
that supporting the affected 
is its top priority during this 
humanitarian crisis.

The vice-presidential 
election, scheduled today, 
will see the National Demo-
cratic Alliance’s (NDA) 
68-year-old CP Rad-
hakrishnan compete against 
the INDIA bloc’s 79-year-
old B Sudarshan Reddy. 
Voting will take place from 
10am to 5pm, with counting 
beginning at 6pm.

The winner will suc-
ceed Jagdeep Dhankhar, 

who resigned due to health 
reasons.

While SAD joins the 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) and Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD) in opting out of the 
election, the All India Maj-
lis-e-Ittehad Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) has extended sup-
port to the INDIA candi-
date, and the YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) has backed 
the NDA nominee.

SAD to skip vice-presidential election, 
prioritises flood relief in Punjab

Lucknow :  Uttar 
Pradesh Police has launched 
a 15-day special campaign to 
curb incidents of explosions 
in illegal firecracker facto-
ries and warehouses across 
the state, police sources said 
today.

According to the police, 
they have launched this cam-
paign following the instruc-
tions of Director General of 
Police (DGP) Rajiv Krishna. 
The campaign is being run 
under the supervision of 
ADG (Law and Order) Am-
itabh Yash.Under this, all li-
censed firecracker units will 
be inspected by joint teams 
of jurisdictional officers, 
sub-divisional magistrates, 
station in-charges and fire of-
ficers. "The inspections will 
be videographed and verified 
by senior officials including 
ADMs, SPs, DIGs, commis-
sioners and district magis-
trates," sources said.DGP 
Krishna noted that it was ex-
tremely important to ensure 
fire safety preparedness, es-
pecially against chemical 

fires. He emphasized on re-
viewing the emergency re-
sponse mechanism and train-
ing of employees.He said, 
"Child labour should be 
checked and legal action 
should be taken immediately 
if caught. Officials should 
collect information about 
unauthorised factories, stor-
age or transportation through 
police and revenue units. Im-
mediate closure of illegal 
units and legal action against 
them should be ensured."The 
DGP has directed the offi-
cials to ensure that storage 
and sale of firecrackers is 
done only in licensed prem-

ises, which are clearly 
marked and away from 
crowded residential or mar-
ket areas.He also stressed on 
protecting small or part-time 
vendors from unnecessary 
harassment during inspec-
tions. If any explosion or fire 
incident occurs in future, the 
responsibility of the con-
cerned area in-charge, SHO 
or supervising officers would 
be fixed and disciplinary and 
legal action would be 
taken.“The aim of this cam-
paign is not only to prevent 
tragedies like the recent fire-
cracker explosions but also 
to ensure accountability.

UP police launches campaign against 
illegal firecracker units in state

Srinagar : Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha today paid 
tributes to the brave army 
personnel Subedar Perbhat 
Gaur and Lance Naik Naren-
der Sindhu, who were killed 
in the ongoing operations 
against terrorists in Kulgam 
district.“I salute the supreme 
sacrifice of our Army Brave-
hearts Sub Perbhat Gaur and 
L/Nk Narender Sindhu. 
Their valour and indomitable 
spirit will remain etched for-
ever in our hearts. My 
thoughts are with the be-
reaved families. The nation 
is in complete solidarity with 
them during this hard time," 
the Lieutenant Governor 
said.Earlier in the day, J&K 
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah laid the wreath and paid 
heartfelt tributes to the brave 
soldiers who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of 

duty during the Kulgam en-
counter.

Expressing profound 
sorrow over the loss, the 
Chief Minister said that the 
exemplary courage, unwav-
ering valour, and ultimate 
sacrifice of these soldiers 
will be eternally remem-
bered with deep respect and 
gratitude.The Chief Minister 
further affirmed the govern-
ment’s unwavering commit-
ment to the welfare of the 
families of martyrs and their 
continued support in all cir-
cumstances.The anti-mili-
tancy operation launched 
yesterday in the Guddar for-
est area of Kulgam entered 
its second day today, with 
security forces conducting 
massive combing operations 
in the area. Two terrorists be-
lieved to be members of 
Lashker-e-Taiba were killed 
in the gunbattle yesterday.

J&K's Kulgam encounter: LG, CM pay 
respectful tribute to martyred soldiers

Lucknow:  In an important decision the 
Lucknow bench of the Allahabad High 
Court has ruled out that the order of the 
builder to pay interest to the allottees for the 
delay in giving possession of the flats is ap-
propriate.With this comment, the court dis-
missed all the appeals of Noida's Build-
tech Private Limited Company.

The court upheld the order of the UP 
Real Estate Appellate Tribunal in 
which the builder company 
was directed to pay interest 
to the allottees for the delay 
in giving possession.The single 
bench of Justice Pankaj Bhatia gave 
this decision on several appeals filed by 
Noida's Buildtech. In these, the order of the 
UP Real Estate Appellate Tribunal was chal-
lenged.The tribunal had ordered the builder 

company to pay interest for the delay in giv-
ing possession to the allottees. The builder 
company argued that there was a delay in 
giving possession due to Covid-19. This 
situation was not under their control.It was 

also argued that the allottees accepted 
the possession without any protest, so 
they did not have the right to get inter-
est for the delay in possession. How-
ever, the court did not accept the argu-

ments and dismissed the appeals.
The tribunal had said in the order 
that the builder will have to pay 
late interest for the period from 
January 1, 2020 to October 13, 

2022. This will be one per cent more than 
MICR. However, it was directed to give a 
relaxation of six months from this period 
due to Covid-19.

Order to pay interest to allottees on delay 
in giving possession of flats is appropriate: HC

Kolkata:  Starting today, 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee is sched-
uled to make an official tour 
of north Bengal and will hold 
an administrative meeting in 
Uttarkanya, the northern dis-
tricts secretariat, at Jalpaig-
uri district tomorrow, official 
sources said.Banerjee is ex-
pected to catch a flight from 
Dum Dum airport this noon 
and reach Bagdogra from 
where she is expected to hold 

another meeting regarding 
north Bengal administration 
and take note regarding dam-
ages following heavy rains in 
the region.Banerjee during 
her three-day visit will also 
attend a public service distri-
bution programme in Jalpai-
guri and launch a slew of de-
velopment projects.She is 
likely to meet the senior Tri-
namool Congress leaders of 
the region to discuss the par-
ty’s activities, keeping in 

mind the next year's Assem-
bly polls.She will also ad-
dress a public meeting on the 
ABPC Ground in Jalpaiguri 
before coming to Kolkata on 
September 11.In Jalpaiguri, 
the chief minister will lay the 
foundation stone of a drink-
ing water project of ₹150 
crore. Under the project, wa-
ter will be pumped from the 
Teesta to provide drinking 
water to households in Jal-
paiguri town.

Mamata will undertake a three-day 
official tour of north Bengal
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New Delhi : The data 
for this weather forecast has 
been sourced from AQI.in, 
ensuring that residents re-
ceive comprehensive infor-
mation to plan their daily 
routines and weekly sched-
ules more effectively.

On September 9, 2025, 
New Delhi witnessed partly 
cloudy skies, bringing some 
relief from the otherwise in-
tense late-summer condi-
tions. The city recorded 
temperatures ranging be-
tween 28.5°C and 35°C, ac-
companied by moderate 
humidity levels of around 
59%.Air quality in the na-
tional capital remained in 
the ‘moderate’ category, 
with the AQI recorded at 74. 
This indicates that while the 
air is largely breathable, 
sensitive groups may expe-
rience mild discomfort if 
exposed for extended peri-
ods.

The morning hours 
brought mild breezes along 
with scattered cloud cover, 
creating comfortable condi-
tions for early risers. Many 
residents found it favorable 
for morning walks, cycling, 
or light outdoor exercise.

Wind speeds are ex-

pected to remain steady at 
16.6 km/h throughout the 
day. These gentle gusts, 
coupled with the absence of 
significant precipitation, 
should keep the weather 
pleasant during the after-
noon.

As the evening ap-
proaches, the mercury is 
likely to dip slightly, offer-
ing cooler and more com-
fortable conditions for out-
door gatherings, shopping, 

or casual strolls. This cool-
ing trend adds to the overall 
livability of the city during 
the night hours.

Looking back at yester-
day’s pollution levels, 
PM2.5 was measured at 27 
µg/m³ and PM10 at 75 µg/
m³, while carbon monoxide 
reached 623 µg/m³. These 
readings, though catego-
rized as moderate, may still 
cause minor discomfort for 
individuals with asthma or 

other respiratory issues.
Today’s weather condi-

tions, with clearer skies and 
steady wind movement, are 
expected to aid in dispers-
ing pollutants. This should 
help keep particulate matter 
levels within manageable 
limits.

The AQI reading of 74 
marks a slight improvement 
compared to the previous 
few days, when the city re-
corded values in the 60s. 

This upward shift reflects 
the positive impact of better 
wind circulation and re-
duced stagnation.

Mornings continue to 
be the most suitable time for 
outdoor activities, thanks to 
cooler temperatures and 
lower pollution levels. 
Health experts, however, 
advise residents to wear 
masks in traffic-heavy areas 
where localized emissions 
could spike.The evening 
cooling trend also makes 
outdoor dining and social 
gatherings attractive op-
tions, with weather condi-
tions likely to remain stable 
and comfortable.The week-
ly outlook for New Delhi 
presents diverse patterns. 
On September 10 and 11, 
conditions are expected to 
remain similar, with maxi-
mum temperatures hover-
ing around 35°C.

By September 12 and 
13, temperatures are fore-
cast to rise slightly, with the 
13th carrying an 83% 
chance of patchy rain. Such 
showers could bring mo-
mentary relief from the ris-
ing heat.September 14 
stands out with a 71% likeli-
hood of rainfall, raising 

Delhi weather: Partly cloudy, no rain 
expected today; AQI remains moderate

hopes for respite from the 
warmer conditions that are 
likely to dominate the earlier 
part of the week.

The week is expected to 
conclude on September 15 
with clear skies and tempera-
tures peaking at 36.8°C, sug-
gesting a warm but stable end 
to the forecast period.

New Delhi : In the 
wake of a leopard being al-
legedly spotted inside the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU) campus, forest 
department officials said 
on Monday that the possi-
bility of the animal still be-
ing present has not been 
ruled out.

The claim of a leopard 
sighting sparked wide-
spread panic among stu-
dents and staff, leading to 
an immediate response 
from the authorities.

To monitor the situa-
tion, the forest department 
has installed one cage and 
four camera traps across 
the campus. These mea-
sures are aimed at con-
firming whether the big cat 
is indeed present.

So far, however, no 
pug marks, animal kills, or 
any direct evidence of a 
leopard have been detect-
ed. This has raised doubts 
over the authenticity of the 
initial sighting.

JNU security in-
charge Naveen Yadav 

said, “The traps have not 
recorded any animal 
movement in the forest. 
However, as a precaution, 
the camera traps and cage 
will remain in place for 
some time.”

The scare began last 
Friday when a student re-
ported seeing a leopard 
perched on a tree behind 
the Kaveri hostel.

Soon afterward, 
WhatsApp messages cir-
culated among students, 
fueling panic. The mes-
sages claimed the sighting 
had been reported by a stu-
dent from room number 15 
of the hostel.

Later, it was clarified 
that the student mentioned 
in the viral message was 
visually impaired and had 
not raised any alarm. He 
denied the claims, describ-
ing them as misinforma-
tion.

Despite this confu-
sion, forest officials said 
they are treating the report 
seriously. Authorities have 
chosen not to dismiss the 

sighting outright, keeping 
precautionary measures 
active.A senior forest offi-
cial who inspected the area 
said, “Our team members 
have been deployed at 
various locations. So far, 
we have only one student 
who claims to have seen 
the leopard. We are also 
surveying the adjoining 
forest area.”

The official explained 
that JNU is close to large 
patches of greenery, which 
increases the possibility of 
wild animals straying onto 
campus.

However, university 
officials said that over the 
past three days, no typical 
signs of a big cat, such as 
scratch marks, droppings, 
or carcasses of prey, have 
been discovered.

Even without evi-
dence, the mere mention 
of a leopard on campus has 
created anxiety among 
students, many of whom 
are avoiding late-night 
movement in isolated ar-
eas.

JNU leopard scare: After 'hoax', officials 
stay on trail on campus; no signs found yet

Some students expressed 
concern about safety, while 

others dismissed the incident 
as rumor-driven panic.

New Delhi : A 
bomb threat email sent 
to the Delhi Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat 
and the Maulana Azad 
Medical College 
(MAMC) on Tuesday 
triggered a major se-
curity response, offi-
cials confirmed.

According to the 
Delhi Fire Service 
(DFS), a separate 
phone call was also re-
ceived regarding the 
threat. Multiple fire 
tenders were rushed to 
both locations as a pre-
cautionary measure.

Police said the 
email mentioned a 
possible detonation at 
the two sites, prompt-
ing immediate deploy-
ment of bomb detec-
tion and disposal 
teams (BDDT). These 
steps were taken in 
line with the standard 
operating procedures 
(SOPs) for such emer-
gencies.

Senior officers, in-
cluding the additional 
DCP (Central), ACP 
Kamla Market, and 
SHO IP Estate, were 
stationed at the Secre-
tariat to oversee the 
anti-sabotage checks.

At MAMC, secu-
rity drills were being 
supervised by the ad-
ditional traffic officer 
(ATO) from the IP Es-
tate police station. Au-
thorities said both lo-
cations were secured, 
and safety measures 
for staff and students 
were prioritized.

“There is no cause 

Delhi CM Secretariat, Maulana Azad 
Medical College get bomb threat

for panic,” deputy commis-
sioner of Police (Central) Ni-
dhin Valsan assured in an offi-
cial statement. He stressed that 
all necessary precautions were 
being taken.

Valsan further explained 
that a team from the cyber po-
lice station has begun investi-
gating the source of the email. 
“Preliminary findings indicate 
the message may have actually 
been intended for a location in 
another state. 
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As artificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly expanding 
around the world, the huge energy required for its use is 
becoming a major need. In this context, the confluence 
of the green energy sector with artificial intelligence is 
revolutionary not only for India but also for the world. 
With the help of solar and wind energy, artificial intelli-
gence can get cheap, eco-friendly and consistent energy 
supply. This has created an opportunity to take data cen-
ters, startups and computing businesses to new heights 
along with protecting the environment. In today's fast-
paced era, technology is revolutionizing many sectors. 
Artificial intelligence (AI) is one such sector, which is 
relatively new but is spreading very rapidly. Initially 
limited to the computing sector, this use has now also 
been successful in the green energy sector. Green energy, 
which is becoming an important sector not only in terms 
of protecting the environment but also economically, has 
given a new direction to industries and businesses due to 
the addition of artificial intelligence. This is a synergy 
where two advanced technologies are complementing 
each other.

Currently, the domestic energy demand is increasing 
at a rapid pace. At the same time, the spread and use of 
artificial intelligence is also increasing rapidly. Both 
these things are happening simultaneously. To meet the 
growing demand in the energy sector, the Indian govern-
ment is promoting green energy, and this policy is com-
plementing the growing use of artificial intelligence.

To effectively use artificial intelligence, there must 
be a continuous supply of electricity. Green energy 
sources like solar energy and wind energy can meet this 
need easily and at a relatively low cost. According to one 
statistic, in the next 5 years, about 5 percent of the total 
energy consumption globally will be used for the artifi-
cial intelligence sector. Therefore, it is clear that the im-
portance of green energy is going to increase further in 
the near future. As the use of artificial intelligence is in-
creasing today, the electricity required for it can be gen-
erated more effectively from the green energy sector. 
One important reason for this is that solar and wind pow-
er projects are set up in less time than conventional pow-
er projects. This makes energy available at a lower cost 
and time, which can easily benefit advanced artificial 
intelligence and the commercial sectors based on it. 
Speaking from India's perspective, the government has 
set a strategic goal of increasing the generation and use 
of green energy by 50 percent by 2030 and its implemen-
tation has also begun. India's project management is at 
the top of the world due to its capacity and efficiency. 
This will directly benefit the green energy generation 
sector, which is a strong point. Along with this, we also 
have hybrid projects that generate wind and solar energy 
in combination. Given India's geographical structure 
and climate, about 300 days of sunlight are easily avail-
able in a year. This is a special advantage for India in the 
global energy sector. In addition, the erstwhile regional 
or state-level power transmission system has now been 
connected to the national power transmission system, 
which has made it possible to easily supply green energy 
across the country.

Artificial intelligence-based businesses have now 
gained momentum in India. Currently, the number of AI-
based startups in the country has reached over 1,000. It is 
noteworthy that 20% of the total professionals working 
in this field globally are in India. This growth is also be-
ing supported by the country's computing services and 
education sector. At the same time, with the growing 
business needs, the data management business in India 
has also seen 'good days'. According to a survey con-
ducted by Markets and Markets, its data collection and 
processing center in Pune is completely powered by so-
lar energy. Many clients who have consulted this center 
have shown interest in using solar energy. According to 
their experience, the use of solar energy in important and 
continuously running businesses like computer process-
ing centers is also economically viable. A global data 
processing center in Hyderabad is also successfully us-
ing solar energy for energy consumption.

Due to these experiences, emphasis is now being 
placed on operating data collection and processing cen-
ters using solar or green energy in other places in India. 
This brings triple benefits of environmental protection, 
uninterrupted power supply required for artificial intel-
ligence use and availability of energy at low cost. There-
fore, leading and advanced businesses of the world are 
looking at it with optimism. However, although this is 
the first and successful experiment in the field of green 
energy in India, it would not be right to be completely 
satisfied with this.

In any scientific or technical field, it is important to 
get the latest knowledge of the relevant subject, skills 
and their right combination at the right time. This in-
cludes new skills like information technology, data col-
lection and processing. Since these fields are new, there 
is a big shortage of skilled and experienced manpower in 
these fields. But, an important and positive side for India 
is that India has made good progress in the field of wind 
energy along with solar energy. From startups, govern-
ment and corporate companies have already recognized 
the commercial importance of green energy. The gov-
ernment has now started providing policy support and 
encouragement to these commercial efforts. Implemen-
tation of these decisions has started at the central and 
state levels.

Against the backdrop of all this positive environ-
ment, there is an important matter for India to work on as 
a priority. That is, to use the progress of the established 
green energy sector in India to develop the commercial 
sector of advanced artificial intelligence. This effort will 
be a new guide not only for India, but for the entire world. 
By combining green energy and artificial intelligence, 
India will not only achieve economic growth, but will 
also create a sustainable and environmentally friendly 
future. The combination of artificial intelligence and 
green energy can be a “golden opportunity of the future” 
for India. On the one hand, India has set a strategic goal 
of doubling green energy production by 2030, while on 
the other hand, AI-based businesses are growing rapidly 
in India. The convergence of these two sectors is a cru-
cial step towards strengthening India in all three direc-
tions: economic progress, environmental protection and 
technological leadership. However, the real test of this 
journey will be the trained manpower, development of 
skills and implementation of effective policies.

AI with Green Energy

North East Region Ministers’ 
Conference on Civil Aviation 2025 
& 3rd North East Aviation Summit, 
organised by Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation, Government of India, was 
held today in Itanagar, Arunachal 
Pradesh. The conference was 
graced by the presence of Shri 
Pema Khandu, Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh, as the Chief 
Guest and Shri Ram Mohan Naidu, 
Minister for Civil Aviation, as the 
guest of honour. Shri Tesam Pong-
te, Speaker, Arunachal Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly remained 
present at the inaugural function. 
Shri Lalduhoma, Chief Minister of 
Mizoram; Shri Tsering Thendup 
Bhutia, Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Govt of Sikkim and Shri Jogen Mo-
han, Minister of Hill, Development 
and Cooperation, Govt of Assam 
graced the Conference and led the 
respective State Govt delegations 
for the interaction with the Ministry 
and the Aviation Industry. Shri Balo 
Raja, Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Arunachal Pradesh presented the 
State’s perspective.

In the inaugural, Chief Guest 
Shri Pema Khandu, Chief Minister, 
Arunachal Pradesh emphasised 
that transportation connectivity is 
the most critical sector for develop-
ment of the NER. In the last 10 
years, aviation infrastructure and 
connectivity status of NER has seen 
unprecedented growth. Having air-
ports in Arunachal Pradesh was a 
long cherished dream of the people 
which got realised because of the 
active support of the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation under the visionary 
leadership of the hon’ble PM. Prog-
ress in creation of aviation infra-
structure and path breaking 
schemes like UDAN have been in-
strumental in transforming the so-
cio economic aspirations of the NE 
region.

Shri Rammohan Naidu Kinjar-
apu, emphasized the need for deep-
ening Centre-State-Industry col-
laboration for the accelerated 
growth of the Civil Aviation sector 
in the North East Region. He em-
phasized that enhanced air connec-
tivity is vital for improving acces-
sibility to remote and border areas, 
promoting tourism, facilitating 
cargo and logistics, and driving in-
dustrial as well as socio-economic 
growth in Arunachal Pradesh and 
the North East Region. To realise its 
strong tourism potential, North 
East Region should solve its con-
nectivity challenges in fast pace. 
Also there is need for accelerating 
skilling initiatives for fast tracking 
employment generation among the 

youths of the region. An industry 
driven aviation ecosystem would 
be able to cater to both these needs.

The Minister expressed pride in 
informing that the number of opera-
tional airports in the region has 
grown from nine in 2014 to 16 at 

present. Aircraft movements have 
nearly doubled, while domestic 
passenger traffic has increased 
more than threefold since 2014.

Encouraging the states to har-
ness on the region’s tourism poten-
tial, the Minister stated: “You have 
not seen India until you have seen 
North East India. The natural beau-
ty, vibrant culture, warm hospitality 
and the strong essence of Indian-
ness found here are unmatched.” 
He urged the states to focus on de-
veloping tourism infrastructure and 
hospitality services to complement 
expanding aviation connectivity.

Highlighting future support for 
infrastructure creation, the Minis-
ter shared that For the North East-
ern group of states, we have decid-
ed to offer four pre-feasibility 
studies for Greenfield Airport de-
velopment every financial year, 
free of consultancy or other charg-
es. This will encourage states to 
plan and build new airports and 
take full advantage of the growth 
momentum.

He assured continued support 
from the Central Government and 
emphasized that aviation is no lon-
ger a luxury—but a critical enabler 
of Viksit Bharat @2047. Highlight-
ing India’s transformation into the 

third-largest domestic aviation 
market, he pointed to initiatives like 
UDAN, expansion of airports, 
growth of regional carriers, focus 
on Aviation skilling and efforts to 
incentivise MRO sector as key pil-
lars of progress.

As part of Session on Opportu-
nities for states, officials from Min-
istry of Civil Aviation and AAI pre-
sented various airport development 
models and opportunities like 
HEMS and skilling of youth to the 
states. It was followed by One on 
One interaction with the state dele-
gations. Parallel interactions of the 
states with Industry partners were 
also organised.

During the interaction with the 
Ministry, Shri Lalduhoma, Chief 
Minister, Mizoram, highlighted 
that the development and better-
ment of aviation in the North East is 
not only a matter of improving air 
travel but a vital step toward un-
locking the region’s true potential. 
Enhanced aviation connectivity 

will bridge geographical barriers, 
link remote areas with the rest of 
India, and foster stronger integra-
tion with national and international 
markets.

He emphasized that better air 
infrastructure—such as new air-
ports, heliports, and regional con-
nectivity through smaller aircraft 
and helicopters—will directly ben-
efit tourism, trade, healthcare ac-
cess, and emergency services. Im-
proved aviation services will also 
empower local communities by 
creating new avenues for employ-
ment, boosting entrepreneurship, 
and attracting private investment 
into the region.

Shri Balo Raja, Hon’ble Minis-
ter of Land Management, Civil 
Aviation during his speech on 
States’s perspective emphasized 
that strengthening regional connec-
tivity is pivotal to unlocking the im-
mense economic potential of North 
East India. The Minister highlight-
ed that aviation development in the 
North Eastern region will play a 
transformative role in establishing 
robust air links between remote 
towns and metropolitan cities will 
reduce travel time, improve mobil-
ity, and integrate the region more 
closely with the rest of the country, 

Improved air cargo facilities will 
provide new avenues for the export 
of horticultural produce, handi-
crafts, and other local products, 
thereby boosting regional trade and 
commerce.

Shri Tshering Bhutia, Minister 
of Tourism, Civil Aviation & Indus-

tries, Govt of Sikkim emphasized 
the importance of policy-driven 
initiatives that will create a more 
conducive environment for invest-
ment, ease of doing business, and 
expansion of air services in the 
North Eastern region. He advocat-
ed for the full scale operationalisa-
tion of Pakyong Airport by expedit-
ing resolution of challenges. He 
reaffirmed the State’s commitment 
to work in close partnership with 
the Centre to build a robust aviation 
ecosystem in Sikkim.

Shri Jogen Mohan, Minister of 
Hill, Development and Coopera-
tion, Govt of Assam, appreciated 
the Ministry’s effort to reach out to 
States and take them as partners for 
driving policy reforms and imple-
mentation frameworks. He detailed 
the aspirations of the State of As-
sam and the critical enabling role 
Civil Aviation can play in achieving 
them.

There were one on one interac-
tions by the Ministry with the par-
ticipating States and UT where 
State delegations engaged directly 
with the Union Minister and Minis-
try officials to discuss specific con-
nectivity challenges, infrastructure 
proposals, and support require-
ments. Parallel sessions facilitated 

interactions between State Govern-
ments and key industry players, 
with a focus on investment facilita-
tion and identifying implementa-
tion bottlenecks.

The event had participation of 
senior officials from Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Megha-
laya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura 
and Sikkim. Also senior officials 
from Ministry including, Shri Faiz 
Ahmed Kidwai, DG DGCA, and 
Shri Vipin Kumar, Chairman, Air-
ports Authority of India attended 
the Conference. Over 70 industry 
stakeholders, including airline and 
helicopter operators, OEMs, FTOs, 
MROs, cargo players, and drone 
companies, participated actively—
highlighting the importance of pub-
lic–private collaboration in driving 
regional aviation development. 
FICCI provided the vital industry 
interface for organising the Region-
al Conference.

The conference included pre-
sentations by the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation on Airport and Helipad 
Development Models, UDAN, 
Skilling in Aviation, and Helicopter 
Emergency Medical Services 
(HEMS) providing states with sec-
toral insights and implementation 
pathways.

Adding further momentum to 
the Ministry’s forward-looking ini-
tiatives, attention was drawn to the 
upcoming flagship event — Wings 
India 2026, jointly organised by the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation, Airports 
Authority of India and the Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry (FICCI), Wings 
India 2026 is scheduled to take 
place from 28th to 31st January 
2026. The event will serve as a pre-
mier platform to showcase the 
growth and opportunities in the In-
dian civil aviation sector, bringing 
together key players from across 
the globe to foster partnerships, in-
novation, and policy dialogues.

In the morning, prior to the 
main event at Arunachal Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly, Hon’ble 
Union Minister along with Hon’ble 
Chief Minister visited the new Ter-
minal Building of Donyl Polo Air-
port as it commenced operations for 
passenger movement. Built over 
4100 sq m, the passenger handling 
capacity has now increased to 1 
million passengers per annum and 
the Peak Hour capacity to 800. He 
inaugurated the UDAN Yatri cafe 
and a creche for toddlers. He also 
inaugurated AVSAR shop (Airport 
as Venue for Skilled Artisans of the 
Region) within the terminal build-
ing.  The Indigo flight to Delhi to-
day took off from the new Terminal.

“Growth of Civil Aviation infrastructure and enhanced 
connectivity are giving wings to the aspirations of North East India”

The Ministry of Coal to-
day hosted the Star Rating 
Award Ceremony in Mum-
bai to honour outstanding 
coal and lignite mines for 
their exemplary achieve-
ments in safety, environmen-
tal sustainability, and opera-
tional excellence. 

The Chief Guest Union 
Minister of Coal and Mines 
Shri G. Kishan Reddy, in the 
presence of Minister of State 
for Coal and Mines Shri 
Satish Chandra Dubey and 
Secretary, Ministry of Coal, 
Shri Vikram Dev Dutt, pre-
sented the awards that recog-
nize mines that excelled in 
key parameters such as safe-
ty, environmental manage-

ment, scientific mining, pro-
ductivity and community 
welfare.  On this occasion, 
the newly designed CCO 
Website, along with an Inter-
active Dashboard, was inau-
gurated to enhance transpar-
ency, efficiency, and 
accessibility of information 
for stakeholders.

The Star Rating Award 
Ceremony recognized mines 
that have demonstrated ex-
ceptional performance in 
safety, environmental stew-
ardship, and productivity. 
Certificates and awards were 
also distributed to other 
high-performing mines, re-
inforcing the Ministry’s 
commitment to promoting 

best practices in the sector. 
Union Minister of Coal & 
Mines, G. Kishan Reddy, 
presented the Five-Star 
Awards to the top-perform-
ing mines and commended 
their role in ensuring the Na-
tion’s energy security while 
upholding global standards 
of safety and sustainability. 
He emphasized that the Star 
Rating initiative is not mere-
ly an award but a benchmark 
for responsible mining, urg-
ing all mines to strive for 
Five-Star status.The event 
also featured award presen-
tation to the winners of the 
Hackathon on Carbon Cap-
ture, Utilisation and Storage 
(CCUS), and R & D, under-

scoring Coal Ministry’s 
commitment to fostering in-
novation in sustainable tech-
nologies.

 Adding to these mile-
stones, two important frame-
works were unveiled - 
L.I.V.E.S, which is a com-
prehensive practitioner’s 
guide formulated to serve as 
a benchmark for responsible 
and sustainable mine clo-
sures in alignment with glob-
al best practices, and AR-
THA, which is a Green 
Financing Framework 
aimed at channeling invest-
ments towards transforming 
reclaimed mines into pro-
ductive and environmentally 
friendly assets.In his key-
note address, Union Minister 
of Coal and Mines G. Kishan 
Reddy congratulated all 
award recipients for their ex-
ceptional performance in en-
suring operational excel-
lence while adhering to the 
highest safety and environ-
mental standards. He em-
phasized on accelerating 
coal gasification and the 
adoption of clean-coal tech-
nologies to add value, reduce 
emissions and open new in-
dustrial avenues.

 The Union Minister said 
that the time has come to 
move from dependence on 
imports towards building ca-
pacities for coal exports, 
while simultaneously im-
proving coal quality through 

greater use of washeries.Shri 
G. Kishan Reddy also high-
lighted the importance of 
community-centric and pro-
gressive mine closure activi-
ties, large-scale afforesta-
tion, worker safety and 
welfare, and embedding in-
novation, environmental re-
sponsibility, sustainability 
and competitiveness at the 
heart of mining operations. 
By embracing innovation, he 
said, India’s coal sector can 
match global benchmarks 
while optimizing resource 
utilization. Calling “Reform, 
Perform, Transform” not 
merely a slogan but a duty, he 
urged all stakeholders to 
continuously strive for ex-
cellence and actively con-
tribute towards Prime Minis-
ter’s vision of Aatmanirbhar 
and Viksit Bharat.MoS for 
Coal and Mines Shri Satish 
Chandra Dubey, while ad-
dressing the Star Rating 
Award Ceremony for coal 
and lignite mines for the per-
formance year 2023-24, em-
phasized that responsible 
mining must give equal pri-
ority to environmental pro-
tection, scientific mine clo-
sure, and community welfare 
along with production effi-
ciency.

 He underlined that the 
Star Rating Policy serves as 
a benchmark not only for ef-
ficiency but also for ensuring 
land restoration, biodiver-

sity conservation, safety of 
workers, and the welfare of 
project-affected families. He 
reiterated the importance of 
replicating best practices 
across all mines so that the 
benefits of efficiency, safety, 
and environmental care can 
be realized nationwide. Con-
gratulating the award-win-
ning companies, the Minis-
ter stated that mining should 
act as a catalyst for socio-
economic development, cre-
ating employment opportu-
nities and improving the 
quality of life in coal-bearing 
regions.

The Secretary, Ministry 
of Coal, Shri Vikram Dev 
Dutt, commended the award-
winning mines for setting 
new benchmarks of perfor-
mance, transparency and 
aligning with global best 
practices. He highlighted 
that the Star Rating frame-
work acts as a catalyst for 
continuous improvement, 
motivating every mine to go 
beyond compliance and em-
bed excellence across all op-
erations.

 He noted that India has 
achieved a historic mile-
stone of over one billion 
tonnes of coal production 
and supply in the last year, 
reflecting the sector’s steady 
growth and resilience. He 
underlined that mining today 
must be responsible, sustain-
able.

Ministry of Coal hosts Star Rating Award Ceremony in Mumbai
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Sirsa: Villagers in 
Sirsa district are living 
in fear as the Ghaggar 
river's fragile embank-
ments continue to 
erode, threatening to 
submerge vast agricul-
tural areas. Despite ef-
forts by the administra-
tion to contain the 
damage, the river's 
strong current has so far 
overpowered them. Lo-
cal residents, feeling 
abandoned by the au-
thorities, have taken 
matters into their own 
hands, working tireless-
ly day and night to pro-
tect their homes and 
crops. Local leaders, in-
cluding the sarpanches 
of Ranga, Thiraj, Mat-
tar, and Lehngewala, 
have urgently requested 
more support, citing a 
lack of manpower and 
machinery like JCB 
machines and tractor-
trolleys. They claim that 
despite meeting with 
the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Shantanu Shar-
ma, last week and re-
ceiving assurances, no 
aid has arrived in their 
villages. In response, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Sharma has urged resi-
dents not to believe in 
rumors, stating that ad-
ministrative and irriga-
tion department teams 
are actively monitoring 
the situation and pro-
viding necessary re-
sources. He praised the 
villagers for their coop-
eration. For the past 
three days, communi-
ties along the river have 
been on high alert. At 
Panihari, a damaged 
embankment remains 
unrepaired, causing wa-
ter to flood fields in 
nearby Nejadela Kalan. 
Former sarpanch of Ne-
jadela Kalan, Hoshiar 
Singh, warned that if 
the breach isn't sealed, 
the water could rise and 
threaten nearby ham-
lets. Currently, nearly 
1,000 villagers are us-
ing whatever materials 
they can gather to try 
and fix the embank-
ment. While water lev-
els have slightly 
dropped at Sardulgarh, 
the situation at the Ottu 
Headworks remains 
tense as the flow has in-
creased.

Floodwaters 
Breach 
Ghaggar 
Embankment 
in Sirsa

Chandigarh: The 
Punjab and Haryana 
High Court has ruled 
that the government 
cannot deny war injury 
pension to military per-
sonnel by distinguish-
ing between a "disease" 
and an "injury" when 
both are suffered in an 
operational area. The 
Division Bench of Jus-
tice Harsimran Singh 
Sethi and Justice Vikas 
Suri made it clear that a 
soldier's posting in a 
counter-insurgency 
zone carries inherent 
risks, and any disability 
contracted there must be 
treated as a war injury.

The ruling came 
while dismissing a peti-
tion from the Union of 
India against an order of 
the Armed Forces Tri-
bunal. The Union had 
argued that the soldier's 
eye condition, Intersti-
tial Keratitis, was a dis-
ease, not an injury, and 
therefore he was not en-
titled to war injury pen-
sion. The court rejected 
this argument, stating 
that once a disability 
forces a soldier out of 
service, the distinction 
is irrelevant. The court 
noted that the soldier 
was posted in Jammu 
and Kashmir under 
"Operation Rakshak," 
which is officially clas-
sified as an operational 
area.

War Injury 
Pension Cannot 
Be Denied Based 
on 'Disease' vs. 
'Injury'

Panchkula: Diksha Go-
swami, a passionate and dis-
ciplined taekwondo instruc-
tor at Dass & Brown 
Experiential Learning 
School in Panchkula, has 
brought immense pride to 
her institution and commu-
nity by clinching a gold med-
al at the prestigious Senior 
National Taekwondo Cham-
pionships. The event was 
held in Cuttack and featured 
some of the nation’s top tae-
kwondo athletes, making her 
triumph all the more com-
mendable. Her performance 
in the Mixed Pair Poomsae 
under-thirty category drew 
admiration from judges and 
spectators alike.

The category in which 
Goswami competed is 
known for its intricate coor-
dination and technical excel-
lence. Mixed Pair Poomsae 
requires both participants to 
move in perfect harmony, 
executing a series of precise-
ly timed offensive and defen-
sive maneuvers. 

This form of taekwondo 
is often considered the artis-
tic embodiment of the mar-
tial art, emphasizing fluidity, 
discipline, and synchronized 
expression. Goswami’s mas-
tery in this demanding form 
showcased not only her ath-
letic abilities but also her 
deep understanding of the 
art’s philosophical and phys-
ical foundations.

Her victory is not just a 
personal accomplishment 
but a reflection of years of 
relentless training, self-dis-
cipline, and an unwavering 
commitment to excellence. 
Such achievements do not 

come overnight; they are the 
result of a journey marked by 
perseverance, early morn-
ings, countless repetitions, 
and an unyielding passion 
for one’s craft. Goswami’s 
dedication to her sport, cou-
pled with her role as an edu-
cator, makes her achieve-
ment all the more 
meaningful.

As an educator at 
DBELS, Goswami plays a 
vital role in shaping young 
minds and nurturing a cul-
ture of discipline and resil-
ience. 

Her gold medal serves as 
a living example to her stu-
dents that success stems 
from hard work, consistency, 

and belief in one’s potential. 
Her story now becomes an 
inspiration that extends far 
beyond the taekwondo mat, 
reaching classrooms and 
hallways where young learn-
ers are encouraged to dream 
big.

The recognition she re-
ceived following her win 
was heartfelt and meaning-
ful. Anju Mehta, the princi-
pal of Dass & Brown Experi-
ential Learning School, 
expressed immense pride in 
Goswami’s success. 

In a warm felicitation 
ceremony, Mehta applauded 
her not only for the medal but 
also for her ongoing contri-
bution to the school commu-

nity. She emphasized that 
such victories help broaden 
the perspective of what edu-
cation entails, going beyond 
textbooks to include life 
skills, discipline, and charac-
ter building.

The atmosphere at the 
school following the an-
nouncement of her achieve-
ment was one of celebration 
and admiration. Students 
and staff came together to ac-
knowledge the significance 
of having a national-level 
champion among them. The 
honor has resonated deeply 
with the entire school com-
munity, reinforcing the value 
of dedication and the impor-
tance of extracurricular pur-
suits in shaping well-round-
ed individuals.

For the students of 
DBELS, Goswami's win is 
more than a news headline. It 
is a tangible example of what 
is possible when talent is 
combined with grit and op-
portunity. Her presence in 
the classroom and on the 
training field offers them di-
rect access to a role model 
who exemplifies integrity, 
effort, and success. This has 
sparked a renewed interest in 
martial arts within the 
school, with many students 
now aspiring to follow in her 
footsteps.

Taekwondo, though 
rooted in combat traditions, 
carries with it a spiritual and 
philosophical depth that 
many casual observers may 
not recognize. 

Goswami’s graceful and 
powerful performance at the 
nationals captured both the 
technical and expressive di-

mensions of the sport. Her 
ability to translate years of 
learning into a moment of 
national triumph is indica-
tive of a profound connec-
tion with the discipline.

Such achievements are 
also a testament to the sup-
port systems that surround 
an athlete. Goswami’s suc-
cess shines a light not only 
on her individual efforts but 
also on the mentors, coaches, 
peers, and institutions that 
have contributed to her jour-
ney. The environment at 
DBELS clearly fosters not 
just academic learning but 
also encourages personal ex-
cellence in diverse fields.

The Mixed Pair Poom-
sae category, in particular, 
demands not just technical 
precision but also emotional 
intelligence and connection 
with one’s partner. The 
seamless coordination be-
tween the athletes is achieved 
only through mutual trust 
and hours of joint practice. 
Goswami’s ability to deliver 
a winning performance in 
such a nuanced category 
speaks volumes about her 
communication skills and 
her ability to work collabora-
tively.

The Senior National 
Taekwondo Championships 
represent one of the highest 
platforms for martial artists 
in India. Competing at this 
level involves rigorous se-
lection, intense preparation, 
and mental fortitude. That 
Goswami could rise to the 
top of this elite field reflects 
her readiness not just physi-
cally but also mentally and 
emotionally. 

Gold Medal Glory at National 
Taekwondo Championships

Patiala : Punjab has once 
again found itself grappling 
with the aftereffects of heavy 
rains and swelling rivers, but 
this time, state officials are 
pointing fingers squarely 
across the border. In a series 
of strong remarks and state-
ments, officials from Patiala 
and other districts have held 
Haryana responsible for ob-
structing the natural flow of 
the Ghaggar river and its 
tributaries. According to 
them, these disruptions have 
led to increased flooding in 
many border villages, partic-
ularly in Patiala district, 
where the impact has been 
severe and persistent.

The primary bone of con-
tention is the Hansi-Butana 
canal, which has long been a 
flashpoint between the two 
neighboring states. Punjab 
authorities have reiterated 
that the canal was construct-
ed without their consent or 
mandatory environmental 
and inter-state clearances. 
This unilateral move, they ar-
gue, has upset the delicate 
hydrological balance in the 
region, particularly during 
the monsoon season when 
rivers swell and need unhin-
dered routes to disperse ex-
cess water.

During the devastating 
floods of 2023, the conse-
quences of this alleged ob-
struction became painfully 
clear to residents of border 
villages like Samana, Sassi 
Brahman, and Dharmehri. 
Water levels rose rapidly, in-
undating homes, damaging 
infrastructure, and ruining 
standing crops. Local resi-
dents watched helplessly as 
their fields turned into tem-

porary lakes, with no natural 
exit route for the water due to 
the canal's structure acting 
like a man-made dam.

The canal, which stands 
approximately twenty feet 
high, has become a point of 
serious concern for Punjab's 
flood management authori-
ties. Rather than serving 
merely as a waterway, the 
structure's elevation has ef-
fectively created a barrier 
that prevents floodwater 
from flowing naturally into 
Haryana. This alteration in 
topography, though perhaps 
unintended, has turned into a 
long-term hydrological issue 
that Punjab can no longer ig-
nore.

Adding to the problem is 
the malfunctioning siphon 
under the Hansi-Butana ca-
nal, which was originally de-
signed to allow the natural 
flow of water beneath the ca-
nal. However, officials have 
observed that the siphon is 
choked with silt and debris, 
significantly reducing its ca-
pacity to carry water through. 
This obstruction causes wa-
ter to back up, overtop banks, 
and spill into adjacent villag-
es on the Punjab side, trigger-
ing annual scenes of devasta-
tion during the rainy season.

A recent inspection by 
Harjot Kaur, the Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate of Patiala, 
brought renewed attention to 
the issue. Her site visit con-
firmed what many villagers 
and engineers had been re-
porting for years — that the 
canal, especially in its current 
neglected state, is a major 
contributor to the worsening 
flood situation in border vil-
lages. 

Punjab Officials 
Blame Haryana 

Canal for Floods

Sirsa: A serious legal 
storm has begun to gather 
around the Haryana Health 
Department as its current Di-
rector, Dr. Manish Bansal, 
finds himself at the center of 
a forgery and criminal con-
spiracy case. The case, regis-
tered at the Fatehabad City 
police station, follows a judi-
cial directive issued by Chief 
Judicial Magistrate Suyasha 
Jawa, and implicates not just 
Dr. Bansal but also two other 
officials. The allegations 
stem from a sequence of 
events that traces back sev-
eral years but continues to 
raise questions about admin-
istrative conduct, abuse of 
power, and institutional in-
tegrity.

At the heart of the matter 
is a complaint filed by Dr. 
Sanjeev Kumar, a practicing 
doctor who runs a hospital in 
Bhuna, a town in Haryana’s 
Fatehabad district. Accord-
ing to Dr. Kumar, the trouble 
began in 2017, during the 
period when Dr. Bansal 
served as the Chief Medical 
Officer. He alleges that a 
false case under the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy 
(MTP) Act was lodged 
against him and his wife after 
they refused to comply with 
a demand for a bribe. This 
initial confrontation set off a 
series of legal and adminis-
trative complications that 
continue to echo in the pres-
ent case.

The implications of a 
fabricated case under the 
MTP Act are grave, both pro-
fessionally and personally. 
For Dr. Kumar and his wife, 

the charges posed an existen-
tial threat to their medical 
careers and reputations. It 
took five long years for the 
couple to clear their names, 
culminating in their acquittal 
by a competent court in July 
2022. That ruling not only 
brought some relief to the ag-
grieved couple but also laid 
the groundwork for Dr. Ku-
mar’s determined pursuit of 
justice.

Even before the acquit-
tal, in 2020, Dr. Kumar had 
taken the step of filing a com-
plaint with the Chief Minis-
ter’s Grievance Redressal 
System, commonly known 
as the CM Window. His 
complaint alleged wrongful 

prosecution and demanded 
an inquiry into the officials 
involved. It was intended to 
be a formal appeal to the 
state machinery to investi-
gate potential misuse of 
power. What followed, how-
ever, was a sequence of 
events that he claims further 
deepened the injustice.

Dr. Kumar alleges that 
during the 2023 inquiry con-
ducted in response to his CM 
Window complaint, his sig-
nature was forged by a clerk 
in an attempt to prematurely 
close the investigation. Ac-
cording to his version of 
events, an official document 
was prepared to indicate that 
he had voluntarily with-

drawn his complaint or was 
no longer interested in pur-
suing it. This document, 
bearing what purported to be 
his signature, was then sub-
mitted as part of the internal 
review process.

Suspicious of how 
quickly and quietly the com-
plaint had been closed, Dr. 
Kumar sought transparency 
through the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act. 

The documents he ob-
tained confirmed his worst 
fears: the statement that led 
to the closure of his com-
plaint did, in fact, carry a 
forged signature. In a bid to 
strengthen his claims, Dr. 
Kumar had the signature ex-
amined by a fingerprint and 
handwriting expert. The ex-
pert’s report validated the 
forgery and added a crucial 
evidentiary layer to the com-
plaint that eventually made 
its way to the court.

The court, taking cogni-
zance of the matter, acted 
decisively. Chief Judicial 
Magistrate Suyasha Jawa or-
dered that a case be regis-
tered, citing sufficient prima 
facie evidence to proceed 
with a police investigation. 
The charges under consider-
ation—particularly forgery 
and criminal conspiracy—
are not only serious but could 
have long-term consequenc-
es for those involved if prov-
en in court. For Dr. Bansal 
and the other two officials 
named in the FIR, this devel-
opment marks the beginning 
of a legal process that could 
significantly impact their ca-
reers and public standing.

Health Director and Two 
Others Face Forgery Charges

Kurukshetra: In the wake 
of widespread flooding across 
Kurukshetra, the Health De-
partment has mobilized a rapid 
and expansive response to 
safeguard public health in both 
rural and urban areas of the dis-
trict. With waterlogged roads, 
submerged fields, and ma-
rooned households defining 
the current landscape, medical 
authorities have sprung into ac-
tion to prevent the outbreak of 
waterborne and vector-borne 
diseases that often follow such 
natural disasters. This swift de-
ployment of healthcare servic-
es is a vital component of the 
government’s ongoing flood 
relief operations.

Since September 3, dedi-
cated health teams have fanned 
out across the region, manag-
ing to reach over 230 villages 
and 17 municipal wards de-
spite significant logistical chal-
lenges. 

The urgency of the situa-
tion has prompted the estab-
lishment of 151 health 
camps—temporary medical 
facilities offering basic treat-
ment and consultations to resi-
dents who are otherwise cut off 
from regular healthcare access. 
These camps have already pro-
vided medical checkups and 
assistance to more than 2,000 
people, many of whom are 
grappling with health issues 
directly linked to the flooding.

These health camps are not 
just offering routine consulta-
tions; they are functioning as 
critical checkpoints to monitor 
for symptoms of emerging 
health threats such as dengue, 
typhoid, gastroenteritis, and 
other communicable diseases. 
The most common ailments 

identified so far include fever, 
skin infections, stomach-relat-
ed illnesses like gastroenteritis, 
and eye infections such as con-
junctivitis. These findings un-
derscore the precarious health 
environment created by pro-
longed exposure to contami-
nated water and humid condi-
tions.

In addition to providing 
direct medical assistance, the 
Health Department is running 
intensive awareness cam-
paigns to educate residents 
about essential hygiene and 
sanitation practices during 
floods. 

Teams are distributing oral 
rehydration solution (ORS) 
packets, educating families on 
the importance of hydration 
during episodes of diarrhea and 
vomiting, and promoting the 
boiling of drinking water as a 
vital preventive step. Public 
health workers are also stress-
ing the importance of personal 
hygiene and cautioning against 
the use of stagnant floodwater 
for any domestic purposes.

A critical part of the de-
partment’s preventive efforts 
includes water quality testing. 

Of the 46 water samples col-
lected and analyzed so far, 10 
have been found to be unfit for 
consumption. This discovery 
has prompted further emergen-
cy chlorination of community 
water sources, such as wells 
and ponds, in an attempt to curb 
bacterial growth and make the 
water safer for everyday use. 
Authorities have urged resi-
dents to avoid using untreated 
water under any circumstances 
and to immediately report any 
signs of illness.

Logistically, the delivery 
of healthcare services to many 
of the flood-affected regions 
has posed serious challenges. 
In several areas, traditional 
modes of transportation have 
become unusable due to inun-
dation, forcing health workers 
to adopt alternative methods. 
Medical teams are now travel-
ing by tractor-trailers to access 
isolated villages, braving wa-
terlogged roads and marshy 
terrain. This level of commit-
ment speaks volumes about the 
urgency of the crisis and the 
frontline efforts to ensure no 
community is left without 
medical assistance.

Health Teams Deployed to 
Flood-Affected Kurukshetra

Kurukshetra: While 
the water level in the Mar-
kanda river has finally start-
ed to recede after days of 
flowing above the danger 
mark, the situation for local 
farmers remains dire. The 
river caused extensive wa-
terlogging in the Shahabad 
and Pehowa areas, and thou-
sands of acres of paddy and 
sugarcane crops are still sub-
merged.

According to data, 3,951 
farmers from 200 villages in 
Kurukshetra have filed 
claims for losses on the e-

kshatipurti portal, with over 
23,540 acres of land report-
ing damage. Shahabad is the 
most affected area, followed 
by Pehowa. Local farmers 
expressed concerns that the 
soil deposited by the flood-
waters has badly damaged 

their crops, and they face 
heavy losses. The discharge 
in the river is now below the 
danger level, but agricultural 
fields remain flooded.

The Deputy Director of 
Agriculture for Kurukshetra, 
Dr. Karamchand, estimated 
that more than 10,000 acres 
have suffered a 50-100% 
loss. Local MLA Mandeep 
Chatha has called on the gov-
ernment to find a permanent 
solution to prevent annual 
flooding, such as deepening 
the riverbed and building 
stronger embankments.

Water Recedes in Markanda, 
But Crop Damage Remains

Chandigarh: In a land-
mark ruling, the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court has as-
serted that police personnel 
cannot be forced to accept a 
promotion against their will. 
The court rejected the state's 
argument that Constables 
must become Head Consta-
bles, stating that promotion 
is a choice, not a compulsion.

The "strange case," as 
the court described it, in-
volved Haryana police offi- cers who challenged an order that included them in a list 

for the Lower School 
Course—a prerequisite for 
promotion to Head Consta-
ble. The officers, all over 35, 
told the court they did not 
want to be promoted and 
were willing to forgo any fi-
nancial benefits associated 
with the higher rank. The 
state, citing a shortage of In-
vestigating Officers, argued 
that Constables were obli-
gated to accept the promo-
tion.

Court Upholds Right to 
Refuse Promotion
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Chandigarh: Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini has taken swift action 
to address the devastation 
caused by the recent floods, 
announcing the sanction of a 
₹3.26 crore reserve fund for 
immediate relief operations 
across the state.

 The fund is aimed at pro-
viding emergency support to 
residents in flood-affected 
areas and will be used for the 
distribution of essential sup-
plies such as food, clothing, 
temporary shelter, and fod-
der for livestock. 

It will also cover trans-
portation needs and facilitate 
drainage work in rural re-
gions where standing water 
continues to pose serious 
health and logistical risks.

The Chief Minister, dur-
ing his official statement, 
conveyed deep sorrow over 
the loss of 13 lives caused by 
house collapses linked to the 
flooding. To support be-
reaved families, the govern-
ment has approved an ex 
gratia compensation of ₹4 
lakh for each deceased indi-
vidual, totaling ₹52 lakh. In 
addition, injured persons 
have received financial as-
sistance of ₹2 lakh each to 
help them manage treatment 
and recovery costs.

As floodwaters wreak 
havoc on agriculture, the 
economic backbone of rural 
Haryana, the state govern-
ment is also prioritizing 
compensation for crop loss-
es. Over 2.53 lakh farmers 

have so far registered their 
claims through the state-run 
e-kshatipurti portal, which 
was launched to streamline 
the process of damage re-
porting. Officials are active-
ly verifying these claims, 
and the government has 
committed to disbursing 
compensation of up to 
₹15,000 per acre, depending 
on the extent of loss.

CM Saini acknowledged 
the wide-ranging impact of 
the floods, not only on peo-
ple and crops but also on 
homes and infrastructure. 
Relief camps have been set 
up in multiple districts to ac-
commodate those displaced 
by the disaster. The adminis-
tration is also conducting 

detailed surveys of homes 
that have been fully or par-
tially damaged to ensure that 
the affected families are list-
ed for assistance and reha-
bilitation.

Health concerns follow-
ing the floods have taken 
center stage as well, prompt-
ing the Chief Minister to is-
sue a public advisory. He has 
urged residents in affected 
areas to consume only boiled 
water to reduce the risk of 
water-borne diseases. 

Emphasizing the need 
for hygiene and sanitation 
during this critical period, he 
also asked people to main-
tain cleanliness around their 
homes to prevent infections 
and vector-borne illnesses 

such as dengue and malaria.
The funds and measures 

announced are part of a 
broader response strategy by 
the Haryana government to 
minimize the long-term con-
sequences of the flooding. 
State officials, in coordina-
tion with local administra-
tions and health depart-
ments, are working around 
the clock to ensure the timely 
delivery of aid, restoration of 
essential services, and moni-
toring of public health indi-
cators. 

The emphasis on both 
immediate relief and future 
risk mitigation reflects the 
state’s focus on resilience 
and recovery.

While the flood crisis 

has exposed the vulnerabili-
ties in rural infrastructure, 
particularly in low-lying and 
canal-adjacent areas, the 
government’s rapid financial 
response offers hope to thou-
sands of families currently 
struggling with displace-
ment, financial loss, and un-
certainty. The weeks ahead 
will be crucial in ensuring 
that relief reaches the intend-
ed beneficiaries and that the 
damage assessments trans-
late into timely compensa-
tion and support.

The Chief Minister’s di-
rectives are being imple-
mented through various de-
partments, including 
Disaster Management, Rural 
Development, Health, and 
Agriculture, under a coordi-
nated state-level response 
mechanism. Mobile teams 
have been dispatched to con-
duct health screenings, as-
sess damage, and deliver 
supplies. Public works crews 
have also begun clearing 
drainage blockages and re-
storing roads and power sup-
ply in waterlogged areas.

As efforts intensify on 
the ground, CM Saini has re-
iterated the state govern-
ment’s commitment to leav-
ing no affected family 
behind. 

He assured citizens that 
all necessary steps will be 
taken not only to assist dur-
ing the immediate crisis but 
also to rebuild stronger and 
more flood-resilient commu-
nities across Haryana.

Haryana CM Sanctions 
Reserve Fund for Flood Relief Sirsa: The recent transfer 

of Fatehabad’s Deputy Com-
missioner has sparked wide-
spread discontent among lo-
cal communities, with 
sarpanches from at least eight 
villages uniting in protest 
against the move. In a strong-
ly worded appeal to Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini, the sarpanches have 
demanded an immediate re-
versal of the decision, citing 
the DC’s crucial role in man-
aging flood relief and water-
logging crises in the district.
The Deputy Commissioner, 
who had been actively en-
gaged on the ground during 
the recent floods, earned 
widespread appreciation for 
her direct involvement in re-
lief distribution, coordination 
of rescue efforts, and commu-
nication with villagers. Ac-
cording to the protesting sar-
panches, her visible presence 
in submerged areas provided 
both logistical support and a 
morale boost to residents fac-
ing displacement, damaged 
homes, and loss of liveli-
hoods. They warned that 
transferring her during this 
period of ongoing distress 
would severely disrupt the 
pace and coordination of re-
lief efforts.The villages that 
have formally signed the let-
ter of protest include Noor Ki 
Ahli, Khumbar, Malwala, 
and others, each of which has 
been grappling with the after-
math of heavy rainfall and the 
resulting canal breaches. The 
sarpanches emphasized that 
in times of crisis, consistent 
leadership is critical, and sud-
den administrative changes 

can create confusion among 
both officials and citizens 
who rely on stable coordina-
tion.

While the community 
support for the DC appears 
strong, the transfer has also 
stirred a political debate. The 
timing of the decision has led 
to speculation that it may 
have been influenced by po-
litical pressure. Many believe 
that the action stems from a 
complaint lodged by Fate-
habad Congress MLA Bal-
wan Singh Daulatpuria, who 
had recently taken to social 
media to criticize the Deputy 
Commissioner for alleged 
negligence following a canal 
breach that caused flooding in 
one of the villages in his con-
stituency.Daulatpuria’s criti-
cism centered on what he 
claimed was a lack of pre-
paredness and slow response 
in the wake of the canal 
breach. 

According to him, ad-
ministrative inefficiency had 
allowed the situation to wors-
en, affecting hundreds of resi-
dents. Following his remarks, 
the DC’s transfer was an-
nounced, a move he has pub-
licly defended, stating that 
accountability in governance 
must be upheld, especially 
during emergencies. Howev-
er, local leaders and residents 
have pushed back against this 
narrative, accusing the MLA 
of politicizing a humanitarian 
crisis. In their letter to the 
Chief Minister, the sarpanch-
es called the transfer “un-
timely and detrimental” to 
ongoing recovery efforts. 
They also voiced concerns 

that such political interfer-
ence could demoralize field 
officers and deter other offi-
cials from taking decisive ac-
tion during emergencies out 
of fear of repercussions.The 
controversy has highlighted 
the friction that often arises at 
the intersection of adminis-
tration and politics during 
times of crisis. While elected 
representatives are expected 
to ensure that public officials 
are held accountable, many 
argue that performance-
based decisions must be 
made with objectivity and in 
consultation with local stake-
holders, especially when the 
stakes are high.This episode 
also underscores the crucial 
role that district-level officers 
play during disaster response. 
For residents of flood-hit vil-
lages, the DC was not just a 
bureaucrat but a visible au-
thority figure who brought 
direction and urgency to the 
government’s relief machin-
ery. 

Her coordination with 
health teams, public works 
departments, and local volun-
teers helped maintain a sem-
blance of order amid the cha-
os. Since the announcement 
of the transfer, there has been 
visible unrest in parts of Fate-
habad, with villagers holding 
meetings, putting up banners, 
and even considering a col-
lective petition drive. The 
support for the DC has cut 
across party lines at the local 
level, with many community 
members urging the state 
government to prioritize ef-
fectiveness and continuity 
over political considerations.

Fatehabad DC Transfer 
Sparks Community Outcry

Chandigarh : In a sig-
nificant move aimed at ad-
vancing women’s economic 
participation and strengthen-
ing cooperative institutions 
in the state, Haryana Chief 
Minister Nayab Singh Saini 
has directed the implementa-
tion of major policy changes 
focused on gender inclusion 
and rural development. 
Chairing a high-level review 
meeting of the Cooperation 
Department at the Civil Sec-
retariat in Chandigarh, the 
Chief Minister underlined 
his government’s commit-
ment to empowering both 
farmers and women through 
cooperative reforms.

At the heart of this initia-
tive is a bold directive man-
dating that 50 per cent of all 
Vita milk booths be reserved 
for women. The Chief Min-
ister stressed that this reser-
vation is not symbolic but a 
concrete effort to ensure eco-
nomic self-reliance among 
women, particularly those in 
rural and semi-urban areas. 
He instructed officials to 
identify suitable locations 
for these booths at the earli-
est, so that allotments could 
begin without delay.

The move is part of a 
larger strategy to utilise co-
operative models as engines 
of socio-economic develop-
ment. CM Saini said that co-
operatives have historically 
played a vital role in improv-
ing livelihoods in rural India, 
and it is time to modernise 
and expand their impact. By 
creating space for women 
within these structures, the 
government hopes to enable 
inclusive economic partici-
pation and financial indepen-
dence.

In line with this vision, 
the Chief Minister called for 
the rapid formation and op-
erationalisation of Women 
Primary Agricultural Credit 
Societies (PACS). These 
women-run cooperatives are 
expected to offer a platform 
for rural women to engage in 
agricultural and allied activi-
ties, access credit, and build 
community-level financial 
networks. He emphasised 
that such institutions could 
serve as crucial tools for or-
ganising rural women and 
integrating them into the for-
mal economic system.

Another focus of the 
meeting was the need to 
bring Haryana’s cooperative 
banks in sync with modern 
technological advance-
ments. CM Saini directed 
that all cooperative banks 
across the state be equipped 
with state-of-the-art IT infra-
structure. This upgrade, he 
noted, would ensure trans-
parency in transactions and 
improve service delivery for 
both farmers and consumers.

Importantly, the Chief 
Minister said that all finan-
cial support being extended 
to farmers—be it subsidies, 
loan disbursals, or schemes 
like the Pradhan Mantri 

Kisan Samman Nidhi—
should be channeled directly 
through cooperative banks. 
This move aims to eliminate 
intermediaries, reduce de-
lays, and instill confidence 
among the rural population 
in the banking system.

In a bid to support agri-
culture mechanisation, CM 
Saini also announced that 
cooperative sugar mills in 
Haryana would begin offer-
ing sugarcane harvesting 
machines on rent at subsi-
dised rates. These machines, 
he explained, would help 
farmers cut down on labour 
costs while increasing har-
vesting efficiency and pro-
ductivity. The state’s coop-
erative infrastructure is 
being positioned as a back-
bone for such support ser-
vices.

During the meeting, the 
Chief Minister also ad-
dressed the need to simplify 
bureaucratic procedures sur-
rounding the registration of 
new PACS. He instructed of-
ficials to make the process 
more transparent, efficient, 
and accessible so that more 
communities could form co-
operatives without unneces-
sary delays or administrative 
hurdles. He underscored that 

simplifying the formation of 
cooperatives was key to ex-
panding their reach and ef-
fectiveness.

Additionally, the health 
and well-being of the public 
remained on the CM’s agen-
da. He directed officials to 
ramp up efforts to expand the 
network of Jan Aushadhi 
Kendras across the state. 
These centres, which offer 
quality generic medicines at 
low cost, should be estab-
lished near hospitals and 
other health institutions to 
increase accessibility. The 
Chief Minister said that this 
would not only reduce the fi-
nancial burden on families 
but also reinforce the health-
care delivery system in un-
derserved areas.

The Chief Minister’s 
emphasis throughout the 
meeting was on speed and 
scale of implementation. He 
urged officials across depart-
ments to work in coordina-
tion and ensure timely exe-
cution of all proposed 
schemes and reforms. De-
lays, he warned, would un-
dermine the government’s 
objectives of transparency, 
inclusion, and grassroots 
empowerment.

The broader message 
emerging from the meeting 
was clear: the state govern-
ment intends to push forward 
with reforms that are people-
centric, digitally enabled, 
and inclusive of women. By 
linking financial support sys-
tems, health access, and rural 
cooperative infrastructure 
under one integrated frame-
work, Haryana is aiming to 
create a robust and respon-
sive model of rural gover-
nance.

Haryana CM Pushes Women Empowerment: 50% Quota 
in Vita Booths, Fast-Track Cooperative Schemes

Sirsa : As floodwaters 
continue to batter large 
swathes of Sirsa district, the 
education of schoolchildren 
has become yet another ca-
sualty in the growing list of 
disruptions. With villages 
inundated and roads turned 
into rivers, the district ad-
ministration has issued a 
temporary closure order for 
all schools, forcing a sud-
den transition to online edu-
cation. But the shift, meant 
to ensure continuity of 
learning, has run into sig-
nificant obstacles of its 
own.

The idea of moving 
classes online sounds prac-
tical on paper, especially 
when physical access to 
school buildings is neither 
safe nor feasible. But on the 
ground, the story is one of 
frustration, interrupted les-
sons, and unequal access to 
education. Power outages 
have become a daily norm 
in the flood-hit areas, and 
for many children, this 
means no internet, no 
charged devices, and no ac-
cess to their classes. Rural 
and semi-urban families in 
particular are finding it 
nearly impossible to main-
tain any semblance of a 
learning schedule.

On Monday, several 
private schools across Sirsa 
tried to adapt quickly, 
launching online classes for 
students of different grades. 
But these efforts were ham-
pered by the realities of life 
in a disaster zone. 

Power cuts lasting 
hours and erratic network 
signals meant that even stu-
dents who were eager to at-

tend couldn’t participate 
fully. Some logged in late, 
others were dropped from 
sessions repeatedly, and 
many didn’t manage to con-
nect at all.

Seerat, a fifth-grade stu-
dent at a well-known pri-
vate school, was among 
those left disappointed. “I 
really wanted to attend class 
today,” she said. “But there 
was no electricity in our 
area the whole morning. My 
phone battery was dead, and 
there was no Wi-Fi.” Her 
story is echoed in dozens of 
homes, especially in the 
countryside where infra-
structure is weaker and res-
toration work slower.

In the flood-affected 
village of Jhorarnali in Ra-
nia block, Parth, a Class X 
student, explained how 
helpless he felt as his de-
vices remained uncharged 
due to the blackout. 
“There’s no power at all 
here,” he said. 

“I couldn't even switch 
on my phone. There’s no 
way to attend online school 
unless the electricity re-
turns.” His concern is par-
ticularly serious, given that 
students of his age group 
are approaching crucial ac-
ademic assessments.

Aerika, a third-grade 
student residing in urban 
Sirsa, said she missed her 
regular classroom environ-
ment. “I really enjoy being 
in school with my friends 
and teacher,” she said. “On-
line learning is hard. But my 
exams are coming, and I 
have to study somehow.” 
Despite her young age, 
Aerika's sense of responsi-

bility is clear, but even her 
determination can’t over-
come the technical barriers.

Parents are standing be-
hind the district administra-
tion’s decision, acknowl-
edging that safety must take 
precedence over academics 
during such a crisis. Richa, 
Aerika’s mother, said that 
while online classes are not 
ideal, she fully supports the 
closure of schools. “In these 
conditions, no one can 
guarantee children’s safety 
if they go out. The roads are 
dangerous, and water is ev-
erywhere,” she said. “Let 
schools remain closed until 
the situation improves.”

Avinash Mehta, father 
of two school-going chil-
dren, echoed similar senti-
ments, emphasizing the 
physical risks involved in 
commuting right now. “It’s 
not just about water on the 
streets,” he pointed out. 
“There are open electric 
wires, dug-up roads for 
drainage, and a high risk of 
short circuits. One mistake 
could lead to disaster. At 
least at home, we can moni-
tor the kids and keep them 
safe.”

Meanwhile, school ad-
ministrators are doing what 
they can to keep students 
connected and engaged, 
even in these tough circum-
stances. Rajeev Utreja, the 
principal of DAV Centena-
ry Public School, confirmed 
that his institution had com-
pleted most of the academic 
syllabus ahead of the floods 
and that students had gone 
through revisions. 

But with the adminis-
tration announcing official 

off days, the school was 
compelled to postpone the 
half-yearly exams.

“We are in touch with 
our teachers and students 
through digital platforms as 
much as possible,” Utreja 
explained. “Once schools 
reopen and attendance nor-
malizes, we will revise the 
syllabus again and then an-
nounce fresh exam dates.” 
The principal emphasized 
that student safety remains 
the school's number one 
concern and that reopening 
decisions will be strictly 
aligned with government 
directives.

This unexpected dis-
ruption has once again 
highlighted the digital di-
vide that exists between stu-
dents in urban centers and 
those in remote, under-
served areas. While some 
students in town areas may 
have access to smartphones, 
Wi-Fi, and backup power 
solutions, many in rural 
pockets are completely cut 
off, making any form of on-
line education unattainable 
for now.

The flooding, which has 
already taken a heavy toll 
on agriculture and infra-
structure in the district, is 
now threatening to derail 
academic progress for thou-
sands of children. 

While schools and fam-
ilies are doing their best to 
adapt, the situation has 
made it clear that emergen-
cy education systems need 
to be better equipped to 
handle natural calamities, 
especially in districts vul-
nerable to seasonal flood-
ing.

Flood Fury Derails Learning in Sirsa: Online Classes 
Struggle Amid Power Cuts and Poor Connectivity

Chandigarh: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
has officially taken over the 
high-profile Manisha murder 
case, registering a First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) on Sep-
tember 5, just days after the case 
was transferred to it by the Min-
istry of Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, and Pensions. The formal 
transfer, dated September 4, 
comes in the wake of mounting 
public pressure, intense media 
scrutiny, and a political fire-
storm that followed the tragic 
death of 18-year-old Manisha 
from Bhiwani district.The 
CBI's involvement marks a sig-

nificant escalation in the investi-
gation, which had initially been 
handled by local police at Lo-
haru Police Station. Manisha, a 
young play school teacher, was 

reported missing by her father, 
Sanjay Kumar, on August 12—
one day after she left home and 
failed to return. Her lifeless 
body was discovered on August 

13 in a nearby agricultural field, 
bearing deep and disturbing in-
juries to her neck, suggesting a 
brutal murder.The initial stages 
of the investigation came under 
heavy criticism for alleged laps-
es and lack of urgency. As a re-
sult, the family insisted on mul-
tiple post-mortems to ascertain 
the cause of death with greater 
clarity. Their demands led to 
three separate examinations—
first in Bhiwani, then at PGI 
Rohtak, and finally at AIIMS 
Delhi. It wasn’t until August 21, 
after these were completed, that 
the family agreed to perform the 
final rites.In the days following 

the discovery of Manisha’s 
body, the incident rapidly 
evolved from a tragic local 
crime into a politically charged 
issue, drawing sharp reactions 
from both opposition leaders 
and the public. Former Haryana 
Chief Minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda, while speaking in 
the state assembly, condemned 
what he described as the “dete-
riorating law and order” situa-
tion in Haryana, particularly re-
garding women’s safety. Hooda 
criticized the initial police re-
sponse and suggested that only 
sustained pressure had led to a 
more serious investigation.

CBI Takes Over Manisha 
Murder InvestigationGurugram: Haryana has 

made significant progress in 
its fight against anaemia, se-
curing the second position 
nationally in the first quarter 
of the year. This marks a no-
table leap from its eighth-
place ranking last year. The 
National Health Mission's lat-
est report, part of the Anaemia 
Mukt Bharat (Anaemia-Free 
India) project, shows that 
Haryana's score of 85.2 points 
places it just behind Andhra 
Pradesh, which scored 
88.0.The state's success is at-
tributed to its extensive im-
plementation of the '6x6x6' 
approach, which targets six 
key age groups with six dif-
ferent interventions through 
six institutional mechanisms. 

This approach includes iron-
folic acid supplementation, 
iron-fortified foods, and 
screening and treating anae-
mia in schools and communi-
ties. The state also used an IT 
platform to track beneficia-
ries under the ATAL (Assur-
ing Total Anaemia Limit) Ab-
hiyan.The report highlights 
Haryana’s success in reach-
ing 77% of children aged six 
to 59 months, 95% of children 
aged five to nine, 95% of ado-
lescents, and 93% of pregnant 
women. However, coverage 
for lactating mothers was 
lower at 65.9%, an area the 
state plans to address to be-
come 100% anaemia-free.
Looking ahead, Haryana 
plans to intensify its focus on 

lactating mothers by strength-
ening community health out-
reach and integrating anae-
mia screening with postnatal 
care visits. Additional train-
ing and incentives for health-
care workers, better supply 
chain management of supple-
ments, and targeted commu-
nication campaigns are also 
on the cards. As Haryana 
stands just a few points be-
hind the national leader, the 
possibility of becoming the 
top-ranked state in anaemia 
control seems within reach. 
With its structured approach 
and community-driven mod-
el, Haryana’s example may 
well shape the next phase of 
India’s fight against nutrition-
al anaemia.

Haryana Achieves Second Rank in 
National Anaemia Eradication Campaign
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Vizag :  UP Yoddhas will 
face Puneri Paltan in their 
Pro Kabaddi League (PKL) 
Season 12 fixture at the Vish-
wanadh Sports Club in Vizag 
on September 10, at 9:00 pm 
IST.The Yoddhas currently 
sit fifth on the points table 
with four points from three 
games, having secured two 
wins. Paltan, placed second 
with six points, have already 
played five matches and 
head into this contest on the 
back of an 11-point defeat 
against Patna Pirates.

UP have made a promis-
ing start to the new season, 
registering back-to-back 
wins over Telugu Titans and 
Patna Pirates before show-
casing their attacking prow-
ess in a high-octane battle 
with Haryana Steelers.

The Yoddhas’ defensive 
strength has drawn attention 

from rival coaches across the 
league. They boast a tackle 
success rate of 42.02% and 
have executed three super 

raids, ranking fourth-best in 
both categories. Skipper 
Sumit Sangwan leads the 
league in tackle points (15) 

as well as High 5s (2).
On the attacking front, 

Gagan Gowda has been a 
consistent threat, averaging 

11.33 raid points per game 
and delivering three super 
raids.

“Puneri Paltan are a 
team that plays as a well-co-
ordinated unit. We need to 
prepare our plans keeping 
that in mind. Both sides are 
strong in attack, so I believe 
that whichever team com-
mits fewer mistakes will 
emerge victorious,” UP Yod-
dhas assistant coach Upen-
dra Malik said ahead of the 
clash.UP Yoddhas have 
ticked the instrumental box-
es on all ends of the mat in 
their three games till now. 
With an astute strategic ap-
proach and a youthful side 
keen to chase their maiden 
title, they will hope to come 
together and perform in uni-
son to overcome their next 
hurdle in the group stages of 
the tournament.

UP Yoddhas aim to spark resurgence, look 
for third win, as they face Puneri Paltan

New Delhi : The Indian 
mixed teams in both the rifle 
and pistol events missed out 
on medals on the opening 
day of the international 
shooting season’s fourth and 
final International Shooting 
Sport Federation (ISSF) 
World Cup Rifle/Pistol stage 
at the Ningbo Olympic 
Sports Center in Ningbo, 
China, with neither pairs 
making it to the medal 
matches.

In the pistol mixed team 
event, the Indian pairs fin-
ished 11th and 13th in quali-
fication, while in the rifle 
mixed team, the Indian pairs 
were placed 14th and 34th.

In the Air Pistol Mixed 
Team event, India’s first pair 
of Surbhi Rao (284) and 
Amit Sharma (290) regis-
tered a combined qualifica-
tion score of 574-20x to fin-
ish 11th. The second pair, 
Olympian Rhythm Sangwan 
(289) and Nishant Rawat 
(282), finished 13th with a 
score of 571-15x.

The gold medal went to 
China’s in-form pair, Qianx-

un Yao and Kai Hu, who 
claimed a dominant 17-5 
victory over Czechia’s Ve-
ronika Schejbalova and Jin-
drich Dubovy. This was 
back-to-back World Cup 
golds for the Chinese pair af-
ter their triumph in Munich, 
adding to their silvers in 
Buenos Aires and Lima ear-
lier this year. Hungary’s Ve-
ronika Major and Akos Kar-
oly Nagy secured the bronze, 
defeating the Neutral Ath-
letes’ team of Iana Enina and 
Anton Aristarkhov 17-13.

In the Air Rifle Mixed 

Team event, India’s Ramita 
Jindal (312.9) and Umama-
hesh Maddineni (315.7) shot 
628.6 to finish 14th. The sec-
ond pair of Meghana M. Saj-
janar (312.8) and Divyansh 
Singh Panwar (309.3) man-
aged 622.1, placing them 
34th.

The final saw Norway’s 
Jeanette Hegg Duestad and 
Jon-Hermann Hegg emerge 
champions with a 15-9 win 
over China’s Xinlu Peng and 
Lihao Sheng, who had earli-
er broken the world record 
during qualification with 

636.9. The Norwegian duo 
added to their gold in Lima 
and bronze in Munich. Chi-
na’s Peng and Sheng, mean-
while, collected a second 
successive silver. Italy’s 
Carlotta Salafia and Danilo 
Dennis Sollazzo completed 
the podium with bronze.

Strong international 
line-up awaits Indian shoot-
ers in second day’s competi-
tions

India will look to open 
its medal account on 
Wednesday when Amit 
Sharma, Nishant Rawat, and 
Samrat Rana take to the 
range in the Men’s 10m Air 
Pistol. The field will feature 
a high-quality line-up of 65 
athletes, including China’s 
World No.1 Hu Kai, winner 
of the last three World Cups’ 
Gold, Neutral Athlete and 
World No.5 Anton Aristark-
hov, and World No.6 Jason 
Solari of Switzerland, silver 
and bronze medalists respec-
tively in Buenos Aires. Bra-
zil’s Felipe Almeida Wu, 
currently ranked World No.8 
and silver medalist in Lima, 

will also be in contention.
Paris Olympic medal-

lists Federico Nilo Maldini 
(silver) and Paolo Monna 
(bronze) of Italy, alongside 
Hungary’s Akos Karoly 
Nagy, add further depth to 
the draw. Qualification be-
gins at 7:15 am IST with the 
finals scheduled for 10 am 
IST.The Women’s 25m Pis-
tol (Precision Stage) qualifi-
cation also begins tomorrow, 
where Olympian Rahi Sar-
nobat, Abhidnya Ashok Pa-
til, and Divya T.S. from India 
will go up against a competi-
tive 57-strong field.

The line-up includes Ko-
rea’s Yang Jiin, Paris Olym-
pic gold medallist and World 
No.5, along with Olympic 
silver and bronze medallist 
Camille Jedrzejewski of 
France and Veronika Major 
of Hungary.

World No.2 Yejin Oh of 
Korea, the reigning Olympic 
champion in 10m Air Pistol, 
World No.3 Qianxun Yao of 
China, and World No.8 
Haniyeh Rostamiyan of Iran 
are also in contention.

India’s Rifle and Pistol Mixed Teams 
misses out on medal in NingboSuva (Fiji):  Vanuatu 

captain Rachel Andrew de-
livered a record-breaking 
allround performance as her 
side narrowly defeated Indo-
nesia by seven runs in the 
opening match of the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
East Asia Pacific Qualifier, 
being held in Fiji.

The win marked a mem-
orable start to Vanuatu’s 
campaign for a spot in the 
2026 ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup Global Qualifier.

Rachel, 27, played a piv-
otal role in both innings. 
With the bat, she anchored 
Vanuatu’s innings, scoring 
an unbeaten 85, the back-
bone of the team’s total of 
131. Her innings was 
marked by controlled 
strokeplay and aggressive 
finishing, enabling Vanuatu 
to post a competitive score.

However, it was with the 
ball that Rachel etched her 
name in cricket history. She 
claimed a hat-trick, finishing 
with figures of 3/10, becom-
ing only the second Vanuatu 
player to achieve the feat in 
Women’s T20 Internation-
als. Rachel also became the 

second player globally for 
Vanuatu to combine a fifty 
and a hat-trick in a single 
T20I match, replicating a 
rare achievement earlier re-
corded by her national team-
mate Selina Solman, who 
scored an unbeaten 56 and 
took 4 wickets for no runs 
against France earlier this 
year.

Indonesia had begun 
their run chase strongly, with 
openers Maria Corazon and 
Desi Wulandari putting to-
gether a 55-run opening 
stand. But the Vanuatu bowl-
ers, particularly Rachel and 
Nasimana Navaika, turned 
the match in Vanuatu’s fa-
vour. Navaika contributed 
with three crucial wickets 

for 27 runs in her quota of 
four overs, complementing 
Rachel's hat-trick, and re-
stricting Indonesia to 124 
runs.

Rachel's performance 
earned her the Player of the 
Match award and highlight-
ed her allround cricketing 
prowess. With this victory, 
Vanuatu are placed second 
in Group B after the opening 
round of matches, behind 
hosts Fiji.

 The eight-team tourna-
ment in Fiji will decide the 
final team to advance to the 
ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2026 Global Qualifier, 
keeping all eyes on emerg-
ing cricketing nations in the 
East Asia-Pacific region.

Rachel second Vanuatu player 
with T20I fifty and hat-trick

Madrid : Spain is only 
two matches into its FIFA 
World Cup qualifying cam-
paign, but Luis de la Fuente's 
side already looks like one of 
the clear favorites for next 
summer's finals.

The reigning European 
champion has taken a major 
step toward qualification af-
ter winning what were argu-
ably its two toughest fixtures 
- away to Bulgaria and Tur-
key.

Even more impressive 
has been the manner of those 
victories. Spain hit three past 
Bulgaria before routing Tur-
key 6-0 in the traditionally 
hostile atmosphere of Konya 
on Sunday.

De la Fuente has built a 
team that appears complete 
across the pitch. Dean Hui-
jsen has slotted into central 
defense with the assurance of 
a veteran, while full-backs 
Marc Cucurella and Pedro 

Porro provide pace and 
width going forward.In mid-
field, Martin Zubimendi, Pe-
dri and Mikel Merino com-
bine control, creativity and 
goals - with Merino scoring a 
hat-trick on Sunday and Pe-
dri adding two more. The 
depth in reserve, including 
Rodri, Fermin Lopez, Dani 
Olmo and Champions 
League winner Fabian Ruiz, 

underlines the squad's quali-
ty.Up front, Spain has thrived 
without a traditional center-
forward. Mikel Oyarzabal's 
movement across the line 
creates space for wingers 
Nico Williams and Lamine 
Yamal, whose pace and one-
on-one ability stretch de-
fenses and open opportuni-
ties for midfield runners like 
Merino.

Spain shows World Cup credentials 
through just two qualifying matchesa

Quito :  Argentina manager Lio-
nel Scaloni that he did not know if 
Lionel Messi would be a part of the 
Albiceleste squad that will seek to 
defend its FIFA World Cup crown 
next year.

The 38-year-old Argentina cap-
tain has not yet committed to the tour-
nament in the United States, Mexico 
and Canada, having hinted in recent 
interviews that he could retire 
beforehand."I haven't spoken with 
Messi about the next World Cup. 
Whatever he decides is fine," Scaloni 
told

a news conference ahead of his 
team's final World Cup qualifier 
against Ecuador in Guayaquil on 
Tuesday.

He added that there could still be 
openings for new players in Argenti-
na's World Cup squad, but admitted 
the core would remain the same.

"We're still a long way off," he 
said. "Many things can happen, but 

we have a base and that won't change 
much. When we know how many 
players can go to the World Cup, we'll 
make decisions."

Argentina won 3-0 against Ven-

ezuela in Buenos Aires while Ecua-
dor drew 0-0 with Paraguay in Asun-
cion in the previous round of 
qualifiers last Thursday.The Albice-
leste leads the 10-team South Ameri-

can qualifying group and Ecuador is 
fourth, with both teams already se-
curing a World Cup berth.

Messi will be rested for the match 
at the Monumental Stadium while 
defender Cristian Romero is out sus-
pended. Scaloni said he would use 
the fixture to give opportunities to 
players with limited recent playing 
time.

"I think those who have played 
less deserve to play, that's the idea," 
he said. "Lautaro Martinez will have 
a chance to play tomorrow and Alexis 
Mac Allister is available. We'll see 
what system we'll go with."

He added that Ecuador would 
provide a stern test, praising the work 
of Argentine manager Sebastian 
Beccacece."Ecuador is one of the 
best national teams in the world and 
they're going to make things difficult 
not only for us but for any team," he 
said. "They've had a very clear way of 
playing for a long time."

Messi future unclear as Scaloni plans ahead

Rio De Janeiro :  Brazil manager Carlo 
Ancelotti said his team would be playing to 
win in its final World Cup qualifier against 
Bolivia on Tuesday, despite the challenge of 
playing at more than 4,000 meters above sea 
level.

Brazil is second in the South American 
qualifying standings and already guaranteed a 
berth in football's showpiece tournament in 
the United States, Canada and Mexico next 
year.Bolivia, eighth in the 10-team group, 
must win to have any chance of securing a 
playoff spot.Ancelotti said, "every game 
counts" as his team steps up its World Cup 
preparations."A national team plays roughly 
10 matches per year so we can't allow our-
selves to think that some games are more im-
portant than others," the Italian said."Every 
game matters. Tomorrow's match is very im-
portant, and the next game after that is too."

Brazil beat Chile 3-0 at Rio's Maracana 

Stadium while Bolivia fell 3-0 to Colombia in 
Barranquilla in the penultimate round of qual-
ifiers last Thursday.

Ancelotti admitted Brazil would adopt a 
different game plan in the rarefied air of the 
Municipal Stadium in El Alto, on a plateau 
overlooking the capital, La Paz.

"We're going to change not only the strat-
egy but also some players," he said. "We have 
to play differently to the way we did against 
Chile, which was a very intense and high-
pressure game. That can't be done at altitude."

Ancelotti, who has never previously been 
to Bolivia, said he was relying on others to 
provide advice on how to approach the match.

"It may be new to me, but Brazil has 
played many games there, and we have many 
people with that experience, including play-
ers, doctors and physiotherapists," he said. "I 
have to trust people who have more informa-
tion than I do."

Brazil faces altitude 
test in Bolivia qualifier

Chennai :  The Junior 
Men's World Cup Hockey to 
be held in Chennai and Mad-
urai from Novemebr 28 to 
December 10, with a match 
between Title holders Ger-
many and South Africa in 
Madurai on November 28.

India will launch its 
campaign with a match 
against Chile the same day 
followd by the key mach 
against Pakistan, the next 
day.

India will play its last 
league match against Swit-
zerland in Madurai on De-
cember two.

The tournament fixtures 
was released by Tamil Nadu 
Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi

Stalin at a press confer-
ence here last night with FIH 
President Tayyab Ikram in 
attendance along with Hock-
ey India President Dilip Tir-
key, Secy General Bholanath 
Singh.

The World Cup for the 
first time, will see participa-

tion from 24 teams from 
around the world and will be 
played in Chennai and Mad-
urai in Tamil Nadu.

The six teams were di-
vided into six groups of four 
each and India was placed in 
Group-B along with Paki-
stan, Chile and Switzerland.

Mr Tayyab Ikram said 
the launch of the match 
schedule for the FIH Hockey 
Men’s Junior

World Cup Tamil Nadu 
2025 marks another exciting 
milestone on our journey to 
this prestigious event.

For the first time in FIH 
history, the Junior World 
Cup will feature 24 teams, 
which is a major milestone 
achieved under the FIH Em-
powerment and Engagement 
strategy. Not only does this 
underline the global growth 
and inclusivity of hockey, 
but it also gives the emerging 
hockey nations an opportu-
nity to compete with the top 
established teams.

He said the brightest 
young talents from across 
the world will showcase 
their passion, determination, 

and skill on the global stage. 
This is where future stars of 
international hockey will 
take their first steps toward 
greatness, inspiring millions 
of fans and the next genera-
tion of players."I’m sure 
Tamil Nadu, with its rich cul-
ture and love for hockey, will 
provide a truly exceptional 
backdrop for this celebration 
of youth, skill, and interna-
tional friendship", he said.

Udhayanidhi Stalin said 
"We are committed to work-
ing closely with Hockey In-
dia and the International 
Hockey Federation (FIH) to 
ensure that this tournament 
becomes one of the most 
memorable editions in histo-
ry.” On Pakistan's participa-
tion in the tournament, Dilip 
Tirkey said the FIH and the 
Indian government have 
welcomed the Pakistan team 
and you could see their name 
in the fixtures, though a con-
firmation from Pakistan 
Hockey Federation was 
awaited.

Jr Men's World Cup hockey to begin in Madurai, 
Chennai with Germany-SA, India-Chile matches

Florida (USA) :  The United 
States is gearing up to host an electri-
fying new cricketing spectacle as the 
Mayor’s New World T20 Cricket 
League kicks off in November 2025.

The 12-day tournament promises 
to redefine cricketing entertainment 
with a thrilling mix of international 
legends and local talent in the USA.

The Mayor’s New World T20 
Cricket League will see four franchis-
es battling it out for glory, featuring a 
pool of 60 dynamic players, including 
international stars, USA-based crick-
eters and local talent.

With representation from cricket-
ing powerhouses such as India, South 
Africa, England, West

Indies, and the USA, the tourna-
ment promises world-class action and 
diversity on the field.

Speaking about the Mayor’s New 
World T20 Cricket League, Chairman 
& League Commissioner, Brijesh 
Mathur said, "We are committed to 
create pathways for young and aspir-
ing cricketers. The Mayor’s New 
World T20 is also an opportunity to 

unearth local talent and give them the 
invaluable experience of sharing the 
field with world-class players."

"We believe this mix of legends, 
international stars, USA National 
team and emerging USA cricketers 
will inspire the next generation," he 
added.

Organised by Pramanit Global 
Ventures USA Inc the Mayor’s New 

World T20's goal is to provide
a platform that fosters the growth 

of cricket in the region and brings the 
sport to new audiences.

Played in the fast-paced 20-over 
format, each match will deliver 180 
minutes of pure cricketing action, 
packed with boundaries, wickets, and 
thrilling moments for fans across the 
globe.

USA to host new marquee 
cricket league in November
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New Delhi : Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS) to-
day signed a partnership 
agreement with CEA to ac-
celerate innovation and in-
dustrialisation of Physical 
AI Solutions.

CEA or French Alterna-
tive Energies and Atomic 
Energy Commission is a 
public French research and 
development organization 
focused on four key areas:- 
defence and security, low-
carbon energy (nuclear and 
renewable), technological 
research for industry and 
fundamental research in life 
and physical sciences.

On partnership, Alex-
andre Bounouh, Director of 
CEA-List, said “ We are de-
lighted to collaborate with 
TCS to accelerate the diffu-
sion of physical AI technol-
ogies in industry. This part-

nership will enable us to 
connect cutting-edge re-
search with the concrete 
needs of businesses and to 
jointly invent the intelligent 
systems of tomorrow. By 
transforming collaboration 
between humans and ma-
chines, AI solutions applied 
to physical systems will op-

timise the production chain, 
thereby contributing to one 
of our core missions: boost-
ing the resilience and com-
petitiveness of French and 
European Businesses.”

The official statement 
said “ Together, TCS and 
CEA intend to offer organi-
zations concrete solutions 

based on Physical AI, proof 
of concept (POCs), as well 
as training and technologi-
cal support programs.”

“ Key areas of collabo-
ration include:- Versatile 
Robots, Advanced Human-
Robot Collaboration and 
Socially Assistive Robots.”

Rammohan Gourneni, 
Managing Director of TCS 
France said “ Our commit-
ment to technological inno-
vation is reflected in strong 
partnerships with key play-
ers like CEA.

 Physical AI is a key 
technology for the future of 
Industry, as it combines the 
power of AI with the intel-
ligence of physical systems.

 This partnership marks 
an important step in sup-
porting our clients in their 
industrial transformation.”

According to the state-

ment, this partnership will 
leverage the TCS Pace Port 
Paris research and innova-
tion centre at the heart of the 
French technology ecosys-
tem.

 This hub brings togeth-
er experts, startups, re-
searchers and large 
companies to accelerate the 
development of next-gen 
solutions on a large scale.

‘Physical AI’ refers to 
the integration of artificial 
intelligence with physical 
systems like robots and au-
tonomous vehicles to en-
able them to perceive, un-
derstand and physically 
interact with the real world.

TCS is an Indian multi-
national technology com-
pany specialized in provid-
ing information technology 
(IT) and consulting servic-
es.

TCS partners with CEA to infuse 
innovation in physical AI solutionsNew Delhi :  Communications Minister 

Jyotiraditya Scindia today unveiled the UPI-
UPU integration project at the 28th Universal 
Postal Congress in Dubai.

It is a landmark initiative set to transform 
cross-border remittances for millions world-
wide.

This initiative, developed by the Depart-
ment of Posts (DoP), NPCI International Pay-
ments Limited (NIPL) and the Universal 
Postal union (UPU), aims to integrate India’s 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) with the 
UPU Interconnection Platform (IP).

Addressing the event, the minister called 
it “ more than a technology launch, but a so-
cial impact.”

“The reliability of the postal network 
combined with the speed of UPI means fami-
lies across borders can send money faster, 
safer, and at much lower cost. It reaffirms that 
public infrastructure built for citizens can be 
linked across borders to serve humanity bet-
ter,” the minister said.Scindia highlighted In-
dia’s vision for a modern, inclusive postal 
sector, anchored in four verbs.“To connect 
through seamless data-driven logistics; to in-
clude by delivering affordable digital finan-
cial services to every migrant and digital en-
terprise; to modernise with AI, DigiPIN and 
machine learning; and to cooperate through 

South-South partnerships with a UPU-backed 
technical cell.”

Highlighting India Post as a powerful ex-
ample of scale and inclusion, under the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Digital 
India, the minister added, “ With Aadhaar, Jan 
Dhan and India Post Payments Bank, we have 
opened over 560 million accounts, most in 
women’s names. India Post delivered over 
900 million letters and parcels last year. This 
is the scale and spirit of inclusion we bring to 
the global stage.”

The Minister also announced financial 
support, committing 10 million dollars during 
this cycle to channel technology into innova-
tion, with special focus on e-commerce and 
digital payments.Taking forward the motto of 
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, 
Sabka Prayas’, he reiterated how India stands 
ready with resources, expertise, and friend-
ship.Scindia also announced India’s candida-
ture for the Council of Administration and 
Postal Operations Council of the UPU.Con-
cluding his address, the minister said, “ India 
comes to you not with proposals, but with 
partnership. We believe in resilience, en-
abling interoperable solutions that avoid cost-
ly fragmentation, and in trust, linking pay-
ments, identity, addressing, and logistics so 
that global commerce becomes seamless.”

Jyotiraditya Scindia launches UPI-UPU
 integration project at Universal Postal Congress

Bengaluru: Kelachan-
dra Coffee, India's largest 
privately held coffee planta-
tion company, will show-
case its premium, sustain-
ably grown Indian Specialty 
Coffee at the Specialty Cof-
fee Association of Japan 
(SCAJ) Conference & Ex-
hibition 2025, Asia’s largest 
specialty coffee platform, 
scheduled from September 
24–27 at Tokyo Big Sight, 
Japan.

The company will pres-
ent hand-harvested, shade-
grown varieties including 
Chandragiri, S.795, HDTx-
Catuai, Paredenia, and 
CxR, sourced from Karna-
taka estates certified by the 
Rainforest Alliance and 
compliant with the Europe-
an union Deforestation 
Regulation (EUDR)."With 
Indian specialty coffee 
gaining global recognition, 
SCAJ 2025 is the perfect 
platform to introduce our 
traceable, high-quality 
beans to Japan," said Nel-
eema Rana George, Head of 
Coffee Works and Technol-
ogy at Kelachandra Coffee. 
"Our estates combine tradi-
tional cultivation with tech-
nologies from Colombia 
and Brazil to bring out the 
finest flavors defining Indi-
an coffee."Kelachandra 
Coffee integrates sustain-
able practices including 
agroforestry, intercropping, 
water and energy conserva-
tion, and ecosystem restora-
tion, while employing a 

workforce where 55% are 
women.

"Japanese coffee enthu-
siasts value not just taste, 
but the story behind each 
bean. For seven genera-
tions, we have blended 
agrarian tradition with in-
novation, uplifting local 
communities and preserv-
ing India’s coffee heritage," 
said Ryana Kuruvilla, Head 
of People and Culture.

Rishina Kuruvilla, 
Head of CSR and Sustain-
ability, added, "Sustainabil-
ity is embedded from seed 
to cup. SCAJ 2025 allows 
us to reinforce India’s posi-
tion as a producer of ethi-
cally sourced, premium 
specialty coffee."SCAJ 
2025 will feature exhibitors 
from 30 countries and wel-
come visitors from nearly 
70 nations. Under the theme 
"Belong Together in Cof-
fee!", the event offers Indi-
an producers a key opportu-
nity to strengthen trade ties 
with Japan. Kelachandra 
Coffee will be at Booth 
1203 for tastings and col-
laborations.Kelachandra 
Coffee, a division of the his-
toric Kelachandra Group 
(est. 1786), cultivates over 
6,500 acres across 14 es-
tates in Karnataka and Ker-
ala, producing more than 
2,000 MT of premium cof-
fee annually, including 30 
MT of specialty micro-lots, 
with exports to Japan, Den-
mark, Norway, and Austra-
lia.

Kelachandra to 
showcase Indian coffee 

at SCAJ 2025New York :  A years-
long succession battle with-
in Rupert Murdoch's con-
servative media empire has 
drawn to a close, with his 
son Lachlan set to control 
the news group.

The deal, which the 
family announced on Mon-
day, will ensure the ongoing 
conservative leaning of Fox 
News, The Wall Street Jour-
nal and The New York Post 
even after 94-year-old Ru-
pert's death, reports BBC.

Under the agreement, 
Lachlan will control a new 
trust while siblings Prue 
MacLeod, Elizabeth Mur-
doch and James Murdoch 
will cease being beneficia-

ries of any trust with shares 
in Fox or News Corp.

It follows years of ten-
sion between the media mo-
gul and three of his children 
over the future of the fami-
ly-owned newspapers and 
television networks.

Lachlan is currently the 
chair of News Corp, which 
counts The Wall Street 
Journal and The Times 
among its slew of publica-
tions. He is widely seen as 
the most politically conser-
vative of Rupert's oldest 
children.

Lachlan's more politi-
cally moderate oldest sib-
lings are poised to sell their 
holdings in Fox and News 

Corp in the coming months. 
They will also be named as 
beneficiaries of a new trust, 
which will receive cash 
from the sale of about 14.2 
million shares of News 
Corp. and 16.9 million 
shares of Fox Corp.

The sale of their shares 
will add to the three sib-
lings' existing inheritance, 
but prevent them from hav-
ing any influence over the 
political bent of the family's 
media conglomerate.James 
has in recent years dis-
tanced himself from his 
family's business, citing 
disagreements over editori-
al content.Of Rupert's six 
children, the oldest four 

have been implicated in the 
legal turmoil over the com-
pany's future. His younger 
children from his marriage 
to Wendi Deng Murdoch, 
Chloe and Grace, are also 
named as beneficiaries in 
the new family trust.He 
wanted to ensure his empire 
would fall solely into Lach-
lan's hands rather than to all 
four of oldest children, but 
in December last year a 
Reno court rejected that bid 
saying Rupert and Lachlan 
had acted in "bad faith" in 
trying to amend the trust.
Monday's deal was a "mu-
tual resolution of the legal 
proceedings", according to 
the companies.

Murdochs reach deal in 
succession battle over media empire

Hyderabad :  In a landmark 
move to position Telangana at the 
forefront of India’s semiconductor 
revolution, Sundeep Kumar Mak-
thala, Chairman & MD of T-CHIP 
(Technology Chip Innovation Pro-
gram), today submitted a compre-
hensive Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) on semiconductors to Telan-
gana IT and Industries Minister D 
Sridhar Babu, at the Secretariat 
here.

Sridhar Babu appreciated the 
T-CHIP delegation for their well-
researched and detailed study re-
port, underscoring its importance 
for Telangana’s ambitions to be-
come a semiconductor hub.

The DPR, based on the T-CHIP 
delegation’s high-level visits to 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, captures 

strategic insights from global lead-
ers including TSMC, ARM, Synop-
sys, Faraday Technology, PUFse-
curity, PUFacademy, GUS 
Technology, LiteMax, Supermicro, 
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung 
University (NYCU), Taiwan Semi-
conductor Research Institute 
(TSRI), and TAIROS (Taiwan Au-
tomation Intelligence and Robot 
Show).The delegation’s interac-
tions included global giants such as 
TSMC, ARM, Synopsys, Faraday 
Technology, PUFsecurity, PU-
Facademy, GUS Technology, Li-
teMax, Supermicro, National Yang 
Ming Chiao Tung University 
(NYCU), Taiwan Semiconductor 
Research Institute (TSRI), and par-
ticipation in TAIROS (Taiwan Au-
tomation Intelligence and Robot 

Show).These engagements provid-
ed deep insights into advanced chip 
design, secure architectures, manu-
facturing models, and cutting-edge 
applications across sectors.The 

DPR proposes a Four-Pillar Semi-
conductor Strategy to drive this 
mission forward including -- Train-
ing 1,000 professors and 10,000 
students in semiconductor technol-

ogies to address the global short-
age; Establishing design hubs with 
access to state-of-the-art EDA tools 
and IP libraries in partnership with 
global leaders like ARM and Syn-
opsys; Drawing inspiration from 
TSMC and Faraday’s models, 
while integrating secure frame-
works from PUFsecurity; and Le-
veraging collaborations in EV bat-
teries (GUS Technology), 
transparent displays (LiteMax), 
AI-ready servers (Supermicro), 
and advanced robotics (TAIROS) 
to boost industrial adoption.Mak-
thala emphasized that Telangana, 
under the vision of Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy and the leader-
ship of Sridhar Babu, is poised to 
become the launchpad for India’s 
semiconductor revolution.

T-CHIP submits semiconductor roadmap to Telangana govt

Bengaluru:  Tokyo Electron, 
the world’s fourth-largest semi-
conductor equipment manufactur-
er, has announced the establish-
ment of a new development hub in 
Bengaluru, a move set to give a 
significant boost to India’s semi-
conductor ambitions and strength-
en Karnataka’s position as a key 
player in the global chip ecosys-
tem.

This was announced by Kar-
nataka IT Minister Priyank Kharge 
on social media.

The new hub in Bengaluru will 
focus on multiple strategic areas, 
including software development, 
equipment design, and simulation. 
In addition, the centre will engage 
in collaborative research with lo-
cal universities, fostering stronger 
ties between industry and aca-
demia. This partnership aims to ac-
celerate innovation, enhance tech-
nical expertise, and nurture 
homegrown talent in the semicon-
ductor sector.Tokyo Electron, 
which holds nearly 21% of the 
global market share and dominates 
the coater-developer segment, is 
expected to bring advanced tech-

nology, global best practices, and 
investment into Karnataka. Its 
presence is anticipated to comple-
ment India’s ongoing efforts to de-
velop a self-reliant semiconductor 
ecosystem under national and state 
policies.Karnataka already plays a 
leading role in the Electronics Sys-
tem Design and Manufacturing 
(ESDM) sector. The state contrib-
utes more than 35% of India’s 
ESDM exports and hosts over 400 
chip design firms. Its ESDM Poli-
cy, aimed at fostering innovation, 
research, and investment, provides 
a conducive environment for com-
panies like Tokyo Electron to ex-
pand operations and collaborate 
with local institutions.Priyank 
highlighted that the hub aligns per-
fectly with the state’s vision of pro-
moting advanced technology, en-
hancing semiconductor 
capabilities, and creating high-
quality employment opportuni-
ties.He noted that such initiatives 
will not only strengthen Karnata-
ka’s global semiconductor foot-
print but also contribute to India’s 
broader goal of technological self-
sufficiency.

Tokyo Electron to set up new 
semiconductor hub in Bengaluru

New Delhi :   (SBI) today 
announced the listing of its 
USD 500 million of ‘Regula-
tion S’ bonds, recently issued 
at a coupon rate of 4.50 pc at 
NSE-IX in Gift City, said an 
official statement.SBI’s 
‘Regulation S’ bonds are for-
eign currency bonds issued 
to non-US investors outside 
of the United States, exempt 
from US (SEC) registration 
requirements under Regula-
tion 'S' of the Securities Act 
of 1933.The official state-
ment said, “The bond is 
priced at a spread of 75 bps 
over the benchmark and is 
listing on SGX-ST and NSE-
IX.

 The Notes carry 'BBB' 
and 'BBB-' from S&P and 
Fitch, respectively.”'BBB' 

and 'BBB-' are credit ratings 
assigned by agencies like 
S&P and Fitch indicating a 
'moderate level of safety' for 
financial obligations with a 
moderate credit risk.A 'BBB' 
rating signifies adequate fi-
nancial capacity, while a 
'BBB-' is the lowest of the 
investment-grade ratings.
Commenting on the transac-
tion, Rama Mohan Rao 
Amara, Managing Director 
(IB, GM and T), SBI, said, “ 
The successful issuance of 
USD 500 million is a testa-
ment to the strong appetite 
for bonds of SBI and reflects 
the confidence of the global 
investors in India’s growth 
story in general and the credit 
quality of the Bank in partic-
ular. 

SBI announces listing of 
‘Regulation S’ bonds on NSE-IX

Mumbai : The Indian 
stock market ended Tuesday 
on a positive note, as both the 
Nifty50 and the BSE Sensex 
closed in the green. The 
gains were largely supported 
by a rally in the IT sector and 
optimism surrounding an ex-
pected interest rate cut by the 
US Federal Reserve later this 
month.

The NSE Nifty climbed 
95.45 points, or 0.39 per 
cent, to settle at 24,868.60. 
With this move, the index re-
corded its fifth straight ses-
sion of gains, underscoring 
strong market sentiment.

Similarly, the BSE 
Sensex advanced by 314.02 
points, or 0.39 per cent, clos-
ing at 81,101.32. During the 
day, the index even touched 
an intraday high of 81,181.37 
before settling slightly low-
er.Infosys was the top per-
former among Sensex com-
panies, rising by 5.03 per 
cent. The surge came after 
the IT giant revealed that its 

board would review a pro-
posal for an equity share 
buyback on September 11, 
sparking renewed interest 
from investors.Tech Mahin-

dra, Adani Ports, HCL Tech-
nologies, Tata Consultancy 
Services, and Bajaj Finserv 
also contributed to the gains, 
adding further strength to the 
benchmark indices.Howev-
er, not all heavyweights par-
ticipated in the rally. Stocks 
such as Trent, Eternal, Ultra-
Tech Cement, and NTPC 
witnessed declines, limiting 

the overall upside.The 
broader Asian market pic-
ture was mixed. South Ko-
rea’s Kospi and Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng posted gains, of-

fering some regional sup-
port. In contrast, Japan’s 
Nikkei 225 and Shanghai’s 
SSE Composite Index ended 
in the red, reflecting caution 
in select markets.Across Eu-
rope, the performance was 
uneven, with some indices 
showing modest gains while 
others slipped into negative 
territory. The global cues 

highlighted the ongoing un-
certainty in international 
markets.On Wall Street, 
however, sentiment was 
more upbeat. US markets 
closed higher on Monday, 
continuing their recent posi-
tive momentum amid expec-
tations of monetary easing 
from the Federal 
Reserve.“Markets closed 
higher on Tuesday, buoyed 
by strength in IT stocks fol-
lowing Infosys’ announce-
ment that its board will con-
sider a share buyback on 
September 11. The news 
lifted sector sentiment,” said 
Hariprasad K, Research An-
alyst and Founder of Live-
long Wealth.The strong per-
formance of IT stocks stood 
out as a major driver for In-
dian markets. Investors 
showed confidence that a 
buyback by Infosys could 
not only boost shareholder 
value but also signal opti-
mism in the sector’s long-
term outlook.

Nifty50 ends above 24,850; 
BSE Sensex up over 300 points


