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“Women’s HIL helped 
me grow as a striker & 
handle pressure moments 
better”: Lalremsiami

Atishi denies 
allegations of 
disrespecting Sikh 
Gurus in Assembly

Khap Issues 
Ultimatum Over 
Encounter Arrests

KTR slams Centre for 
delay in sanctioning 
Mega Power Loom 
Cluster for Sircilla

The Age of Truth

New Delhi : Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Monday praised the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) on its Raising Day 
celebrations, saying the force 
has emerged as "the pillar of 
trust for the nation" that has 
been instrumental in realising 
the Modi government's 
vision for a disaster-resilient 
India.

In a post on X, Shah 
highlighted the important 
role of the NDRF in 
enhancing the preparedness 
of India in the context of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's vision of 'disaster-
resilient India.'

He described the force as 
"the pillar of trust, the nation 
relies on during calamities," 
and also paid homage to 
personnel who laid down 
their lives while saving 
others. Along with his 
message, Shah shared images 
of NDRF teams engaged in 
rescue and relief operations.

"Warm greetings to the 
personnel of NDRFHQ on 

Raising Day. Through its 
significant role in realising 
the Modi govt's resolve to 
build a disaster-resilient 
India, the NDRF has today 
become the pillar of trust the 
nation relies on during 
calamities. Salute to the 
martyrs who sacrificed 
themselves for the safety of 
others," Shah wrote.

The National Disaster 
Response Force was formed 
on January 19, 2006, as an 
all-round skilled and 
specialized response force 
for natural as well as man-
made disasters. The key 
functions include search and 
rescue in case of earth quakes 
and landslides, flood and 
cyclone rescue, handling 
chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear 
emergencies, and medical 
relief.

The NDRF is 
strategically deployed across 
the country with 16 battalions 
and 28 Regional Response 
Centres. Its training academy 
is located in Nagpur.

"Pillar of Trust"
Amit Shah hails NDRF on Raising Day

New Delhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
received Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the United Arab 
Emirates, at Delhi airport on 
Monday, marking the start 
of his official visit to India.

This is Sheikh 
Mohamed’s third official 
visit to India since assuming 
office as President of the 
UAE, and his fifth visit to 
the country over the past 
decade.

The visit builds on the 
strong momentum from 
recent high-level exchanges 
between the two nations, 
including the visit of Sheikh 
Khaled bin Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi, in 
September 2024, and 
Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, UAE Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defence, and Crown Prince 
of Dubai, in April 2025.

India and the UAE share 
warm, multi-faceted 
relations underpinned by 
strong political, cultural, and 
economic ties.

The countries are major 
trading and investment 
partners, strengthened by the 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA), the Local Currency 
Settlement (LCS) system, 

and the Bilateral Investment 
Treaty. They also maintain a 
robust energy partnership, 

including long-term energy 
supply arrangements.

During the visit, both 
leaders are expected to sign 

agreements covering 
investments in special 
economic zones, food 

security, and nuclear 
cooperation.

The discussions are also 
likely to focus on regional 

developments in West Asia, 
including the ongoing 
instability in Gaza, the 

unresolved conflict in Yemen 
involving Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE, and the strained 
Iran-US relations.

The visit will provide an 
opportunity for the two 
leaders to chart new frontiers 
for the India–UAE 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership. It will also 
enable an exchange of views 
on regional and global 
issues of mutual interest, 
where India and the UAE 
share a high degree of 
convergence.

Sheikh Mohamed’s visit 
coincides with a critical 
period in West Asia, as US 
President Donald Trump 
launched Phase 2 of the 
Gaza Peace Plan, aimed at 
establishing a National 
Committee for Gaza’s 
administration.

PM Modi receives UAE President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at Delhi airport

New Delhi: New Delhi, Jan 19 
(UNI) The Bharatiya Janata Party's 
(BJP) election process for its National 
President has reached the final stage, 
with Nitin Nabin emerging as the sole 
candidate for the post, according to an 
official press statement issued on 
Monday.

The process was initiated after the 
completion of organisational elections 
in 30 of the party's 36 state units, 
comfortably exceeding the mandatory 
requirement of elections being 
completed in at least 50 per cent of the 
states.

As per the schedule, the notification 
for the election process was issued on 
January 16, 2026, along with the 
publication of the Electoral Roll. The 
nomination process was held on January 
19 between 2 pm and 4 pm.

A total of 37 sets of nomination 
papers were received in favour of Nitin 
Nabin for the post of BJP National 
President. On scrutiny, all nomination 
papers were found to be duly filled in the 
prescribed format and declared valid.

Following the completion of the 
withdrawal period, the National 
Returning Officer for the BJP Sangathan 
Parv, Dr K. Laxman, announced that 
only one valid nomination -- that of 
Nitin Nabin remains for the post of 
National President of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party.

With no other candidate in the fray, 
Nitin Nabin is set to be elected 
unopposed as the BJP's National 

President, marking the culmination of 
the party's organisational election 
process.

Backed by senior party leaders, 
including Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Nabin's elevation reflects the BJP 
leadership's confidence in his 
organisational abilities and mass 
connect.

At 45, Nitin Nabin will be among the 
youngest leaders to head the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. He will be succeeding J P 
Nadda, who has held the position since 
January 2020.

The transition marks a significant 
moment for the ruling party as it prepares 
for key Assembly elections and 
navigates long-term political and 
organisational challenges.

Nabin began his electoral journey at 
the age of 26 when he won the Patna 
West by-election, drawing on the strong 
organisational network built by his 

father and the BJP cadre base in the 
region.

Following the 2008 delimitation, he 
shifted to the Bankipur Assembly 
constituency—one of Patna's most 
prominent urban seats, home to 
institutions such as Patna College and 
Science College.

He currently represents Bankipur in 
the Bihar Legislative Assembly and is a 
five-time MLA, having retained the seat 
consistently since 2010.

In the 2025 Bihar Assembly 
elections, Nabin registered a decisive 
victory with a margin of over 51,000 
votes, reinforcing his reputation as a 
leader with deep grassroots connect and 
urban electoral appeal.

Within the party organisation, Nitin 
Nabin is widely regarded as a product of 
the BJP's cadre-based system. He rose 
through the ranks of the Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Morcha (BJYM), serving as its 
Bihar state president and later as national 
general secretary.

During this period, he played an 
active role in youth mobilisation 
programmes and several national-level 
organisational initiatives, earning 
recognition as an effective organiser and 
strategist.

His unopposed election as BJP 
National President is seen as a 
generational shift within the party's 
leadership, underscoring the BJP's 
emphasis on organisational discipline, 
cadre strength, and continuity as it looks 
ahead to upcoming electoral battles.

Nitin Nabin set to become BJP President

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday suggested that 
Shiromani Akali Dal leader 
Bikram Singh Majithia be shifted 
to a jail in Chandigarh while 
hearing his plea seeking interim 
bail on the ground that he 
apprehended threat to his life.

“We are saying shift him to 
Chandigarh jail, what is the 
problem?” remarked Justice 
Sandeep Mehta during the 
hearing.

A bench comprising Justice 
Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep 
Mehta was hearing Majithia’s 
petition. On the issue of an alleged 
threat to life, Justice Mehta 
queried how many attempts had 
been made on Majithia since he 
was taken into custody.

Senior Advocate Gaurav 
Aggarwal, appearing for 

Majithia, urged the court to grant 
interim bail, submitting that there 
was a genuine threat, as reflected 
in the state’s own intelligence 
report dated January 3.

In response to a specific query 
from the bench, Aggarwal said 
Majithia has been lodged in 
Nabha jail since June 2025.

During the hearing, Justice 
Mehta observed, “Rs 540 crore of 
public money (is involved),” to 
which Aggarwal responded that, 
as per the chargesheet, the 
allegation pertained to around Rs 
40 crore.

Senior Advocate Siddharth 
Dave, appearing for the state, 
sought time to file a response. He 
informed the court that the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court was 
already seized of the issue and 
that the state had assured the High 

Court that all necessary steps 
were being taken to ensure 
Majithia’s safety.

The matter was adjourned, 
granting time to the state to file a 
counter-affidavit. Before parting, 
the bench observed that Majithia’s 
request for interim bail would be 
considered on the next date of 
hearing.

Majithia has approached the 
Supreme Court challenging a 
Punjab and Haryana High Court 
order, which dismissed his bail 
plea in an FIR registered by the 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau under 
Sections 13(1)(b) read with 
Section 13(2) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988.

Notice on the plea was issued 
by the Supreme Court in 
December 2025.

The FIR was registered on the 

basis of a June 7, 2025, report of a 
Special Investigation Team (SIT) 
probing an earlier NDPS case 
against Majithia.

The SIT alleged that Majithia 
and his wife had accumulated 
assets worth over Rs 540 crore, 
disproportionate to their known 
sources of income, through a 
network of domestic and foreign 
entities.

The allegations pertain to the 
period between 2007 and 2017, 
when Majithia served as a member 
of the Legislative Assembly and 
later as a Cabinet minister in 
Punjab.

The state has alleged that he 
exercised direct or indirect control 
over several companies, including 
Saraya Industries Limited and its 
subsidiaries, and that unexplained 
cash deposits, foreign investments 
routed through Cyprus- and 
Singapore-based entities, and 
inter-corporate transactions were 
used to acquire assets and benami 
properties.

It was also alleged that 
Majithia misused his official 
position to build business interests 
in the liquor, transport, and 
aviation sectors through family 
members and front entities.

Before the High Court, 
Majithia had contended that the 
corruption case was an offshoot of 
the NDPS case in which he was 
granted bail in August 2022, and 
that the Supreme Court had 
dismissed the state’s plea for 
cancellation of that bail in April 
2025.

He argued that the same 
material could not form the basis 
of a fresh FIR and alleged political 
motivation behind the 
prosecution.

He also pointed out that the 
investigation was complete, with 
a chargesheet filed on August 22, 
2025, comprising nearly 40,000 
pages and citing 272 witnesses.

Rejecting these submissions, 
the High Court held that there was 
no legal bar on registration of a 
second FIR when investigation 

discloses a larger conspiracy or 
distinct offences.

Relying on Supreme Court 
precedent, it observed that 
economic offences form a separate 
class for the purpose of bail.

The High Court further noted 
that the allegations pointed to 
deep-rooted financial 
conspiracies with serious 
implications for the state’s 
financial health, and that release 
at that stage could hamper further 
investigation and influence 
witnesses.

While declining bail, the 
High Court had directed the 
investigating agency to complete 
the remaining investigation 
within three months and observed 
that Majithia could seek bail 
thereafter, noting that he could 
not be kept in custody indefinitely.

SC suggests shifting Bikram Majithia to Chandigarh jail

Shimla: The tourist 
movement continues to swell 
in the higher reaches of 
Himachal Pradesh, and the 
district administration of 
Lahaul Spiti has issued a strong 
advisory warning visitors 

against risky travel amid 
deteriorating weather 
conditions. Despite light 
snowfall and black ice already 
rendering roads slippery, a 
large number of tourists have 
been heading towards the tribal 
district, driven by largely dry 
conditions in other hill resorts.

Authorities say this sudden 
surge has placed immense 
pressure on traffic 
management, particularly on 
vulnerable mountain stretches 
such as the Darcha–Shinkula 
axis and interior roads leading 
towards Kaza and high-altitude 
villages.

Officials cautioned that 
fresh western disturbances 
expected from Thursday and 
Friday onwards are likely to 
intensify snowfall and sharply 
worsen road conditions. In 
such a scenario, vehicles may 
get stranded for prolonged 

periods as rescue and 
evacuation operations become 
extremely difficult, if not 
impossible. Prolonged 
stranding in sub-zero 
temperatures, officials warned, 
could pose serious health risks, 
especially for tourists 
unprepared for harsh winter 
conditions.

The police advisory 
strictly prohibits movement 
beyond permitted locations 
and urges visitors to return in 
time as per official instructions. 
Tourists have been asked not to 
halt, camp, or park vehicles at 
unsafe spots, and to completely 
avoid riverbanks, streams, and 
landslide-prone areas. Rash 
driving on snow-covered 
roads, the advisory states, will 
invite strict legal action.

Authorities underlined 
that what appears as an 
attractive snowfall destination 
can quickly turn into a life-
threatening situation if 
weather warnings are ignored.

With traffic congestion 
already reported on key 
highways, officials appealed 
to tourists, particularly those 
packing their bags to 
reconsider travel plans, 
monitor official advisories 
closely, and place safety 
above adventure. Public 
cooperation, they stressed, 
remains crucial to prevent 
avoidable tragedies in the 
fragile Himalayan terrain.

Fresh snowfall warning in 
Lahaul-Spiti as tourist 

rush raises safety concerns

New Delhi: The 53rd 
edition of the New Delhi 
World Book Fair 2026 has 
emerged as a vibrant hub of 
literary and educational 
exchange, drawing 
publishers, authors, 
educators, and readers from 
across India and the world.

The New Delhi World 
Book Fair 2026 has witnessed 
a strong turnout of visitors, 
aided by free entry and a 
well-timed nine-day 
schedule. Publishers have 
noted keen interest from 
readers browsing a wide 
range of books, from popular 
bestsellers to specialised 
academic and regional 
language titles.

More than 1,000 
publishers from over 35 
countries are participating, 
making it one of the largest 
literary gatherings in the 
country.

Organised by the 
National Book Trust, the fair 
was inaugurated by union 
Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan.

This year's theme, 
"Indian Military History: 
Valour and Wisdom @75," is 
showcased prominently at 
the Theme Pavilion, which 
features over 500 books and 

hosts more than 100 theme-
based events.

A notable attraction is the 
Rashtriya ePustakalaya, a 
digital library offering access 
to 6,000 free eBooks, 
blending traditional book 
culture with digital 
innovation.

With its emphasis on 
education, culture, and 
accessibility, the New Delhi 
World Book Fair 2026 
continues to celebrate 
literature while reinforcing 
India's rich reading 
ecosystem.

Prashant Jain, Chief 
Operating Officer of Oswaal 
Books, who has a stall in the 
fair said, "The New Delhi 
World Book Fair offers a 
powerful platform to engage 
with learners, parents, and 
educators from across the 
country. The entire range of 
books reflects our 
commitment to addressing 
diverse learning needs from 
early childhood to high-
stakes competitive 
examinations."

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
Monday stayed a Rajasthan High Court 
order directing the removal or relocation 
of all liquor shops situated within 500 
metres of National or State Highways 
across the State. The Bench comprising 
Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep 
Mehta passed the interim order after 
hearing Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi, 
appearing for the petitioner, and Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta for the State of 
Rajasthan.

Notably, the Solicitor General 
supported the petitioner’s challenge to the 
High Court order. During the hearing, 
Rohatgi submitted that the matter before 
the High Court arose out of a grievance 
relating to village Sujangarh, but the High 
Court issued directions applicable to the 
entire State without hearing affected 
parties. In response, Justice Mehta 
observed that the High Court exercises 
jurisdiction throughout the State. Rohatgi, 
however, contended that the impugned 
order was contrary to binding Supreme 

Court precedent, which did not impose a 
blanket prohibition on licensed liquor 
establishments located within municipal 
areas. “The judge still says there will be a 
ban that cannot be,” Rohatgi submitted. 
At this point, Justice Nath remarked, 
“Judges can do everything,” to which 
Rohatgi responded that the judge being 
the senior-most at Jodhpur may have 
proceeded on that basis. Intervening, the 
Solicitor General urged restraint in such 
remarks.

Justice Mehta also noted that the 
issue was sensitive, given the number of 
deaths attributed to drunk driving, and 
observed that the concern underlying the 
High Court’s order was “absolutely 
genuine.” He added that the State could, in 
future, take appropriate steps to ensure 
that liquor vends are not located along 
highways. In an exchange during the 
hearing, the Solicitor General referred to 
what he described as “Indian ingenuity,” 
pointing out that in some States, where 
hoardings advertising liquor are 

prohibited, only directional arrows are 
displayed. “Those who know, know what 
it means,” he said. Rohatgi added that 

there are also “shadow advertisements” 
relating to soda and water. Justice Mehta, 
smiling, remarked that he was unaware of 
such practices. The High Court order 
under challenge was passed in December 
on a petition highlighting a steep rise in 
drunk driving cases in Rajasthan during 
2025.

Taking note of the increasing number 
of highway accidents attributed to alcohol 
misuse, the High Court had directed the 

State to remove or relocate all liquor 
shops within 500 metres of National or 
State Highways within two months, 
irrespective of whether such shops were 
located in municipal areas, local self-
governing bodies or statutory 
development authorities.

The High Court, in its order, referred 
to the Supreme Court’s decision in State 
of Tamil Nadu v. K. Balu, which recorded 
the alarming scale of road accidents 
caused by speeding and alcohol 
consumption and directed that no liquor 
shops be situated within 500 metres of the 
outer edge of National or State Highways.

The Supreme Court had subsequently 
clarified that the prohibition did not 
extend to licensed establishments located 
within municipal areas, leaving it to the 
discretion of State Governments to decide 
whether to extend the restriction to areas 
under local bodies and development 
authorities. Against this backdrop, the 
High Court held that Rajasthan had 
misused the limited discretion granted 

under the Supreme Court’s ruling. It relied 
on an affidavit filed by the Excise 
Department stating that the State had 
permitted 1,102 liquor shops to operate 
along National and State Highways by 
treating them as falling within municipal 
or local body limits, generating revenue of 
Rs. 2,221.78 crore.

Expressing serious concern, the High 
Court observed that revenue 
considerations could not override the 
constitutional obligation to protect public 
life and road safety. It held that alcohol 
misuse and reckless driving had reached 
dangerous proportions, infringing the 
right to life under Article 21, and directed 
the removal or relocation of all liquor 
shops within the restricted zone, along 
with a prohibition on hoardings or 
advertisements relating to liquor being 
visible from highways.

Challenging these directions, the 
petitioner approached the Supreme Court, 
which has now stayed the High Court 
order and will hear the matter further.

SC stays Rajasthan High Court order on removal of liquor shops near highways

New Delhi World Book Fair 2026 highlights 
learner-centric educational resources
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Hyderabad:  Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
Working President and for-
mer Minister K T Rama Rao 
on Monday accused the 
BJP-led Central Govern-
ment of deliberately delay-
ing and discriminating 
against Telangana by not 
sanctioning a Mega Power 
Loom Cluster for Sircilla, 
calling it a “political ven-
detta” against the State’s 
weaving community.

In a letter, addressed to 
union Minister for Textiles 
Giriraj Singh, KTR said the 
proposal had been pending 
for over a decade despite 
Sircilla fulfilling every eligi-
bility norm under the Com-
prehensive Powerloom 
Cluster Development 
Scheme (CPCDS).

He recalled writing mul-
tiple letters and holding sev-
eral personal meetings with 
successive union Ministers 
over the last 12 years, in-
cluding the late Arun Jaitley, 
Smriti Irani and the present 
minister.

“Despite meeting Cen-
tral Ministers nearly ten 
times and submitting de-

tailed reports, the Centre has 
failed to take a positive deci-
sion. What is the real reason 
behind keeping Sircilla’s file 
aside?” he questioned, alleg-
ing that political bias was the 
only reason for the pro-
longed delay.

KTR said Central teams 
had also inspected the region 
and confirmed its eligibility 
under CPCDS norms. He 
pointed out that Sircilla, 
considered the backbone of 

Telangana’s textile econo-
my, houses over 30,000 
power looms and provides 
livelihood to thousands of 
families.

He also alleged that 
Mega Clusters were sanc-
tioned to regions in other 
States with comparatively 
lower workforce and capac-
ity, while Sircilla continued 
to be ignored despite its 
proven strength.

Stating that the Telanga-

na Government under for-
mer Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao had 
completed all preparatory 
work for the cluster, KTR 
said land allocation, uninter-
rupted power and water sup-
ply, single-window clear-
ances and State-level 
incentives were already in 
place. “Keeping the propos-
al pending without citing 
any technical or financial 
reason is nothing but admin-

istrative arrogance,” he re-
marked.

Taking a swipe at the 
Centre, KTR said the BJP 
spoke about “Make in India” 
and “Atmanirbhar Bharat” 
but failed to support one of 
the country’s most capable 
textile hubs.

He warned that the delay 
was inflicting a heavy hu-
man and economic cost on 
the weavers and claimed the 
sector had slipped back into 
crisis, with reports of weav-
ers’ suicides resurfacing.

He also criticised BJP 
MPs and union Ministers 
from Telangana for failing to 
raise the issue and protect 
the interests of the State. 
“They have been reduced to 
mere ceremonial showpiec-
es,” he alleged.

KTR demanded that the 
forthcoming union Budget 
should officially announce 
the Sircilla Mega Power 
Loom Cluster and urged the 
Centre to take an immediate 
decision in the interest of 
Telangana’s weavers, stat-
ing that prolonged inaction 
would only deepen their an-
guish.

KTR slams Centre for delay in sanctioning 
Mega Power Loom Cluster for Sircilla Lucknow: A major step 

is being taken to further 
strengthen the weather fore-
casting system in Uttar 
Pradesh. Five state-of-the-
art dual-polarimetric Dop-
pler radar systems are being 
installed in the state, which 
will become operational in 
the next six months.

This information was 
provided by Manish Kumar, 
Director of the India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) 
Lucknow on Monday. He 
said that these radars are be-
ing installed in Lucknow, 
Azamgarh, Jhansi, Aligarh, 
and Varanasi. Four of these 
radars are being installed by 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, while one radar in Va-
ranasi is being installed by 
the IMD. This will ensure 
overlapping coverage in the 
radar network and signifi-
cantly increase the accuracy 
of weather forecasts.

According to Manish 
Kumar, these advanced ra-
dars are capable of tracking 
the reflectivity and three-di-
mensional structure of 
clouds, which will further 
improve the capacity for 
'nowcasting' or short-term 
weather forecasting. Along 

with this, 2,450 automatic 
weather stations and 2,000 
automatic rain gauge sta-
tions are being established at 
the block level across the 
state. This will create a ro-
bust block-level weather net-
work throughout Uttar 
Pradesh.He also informed 
that there is a proposal to in-
stall wind profiler radar me-
ters in Lucknow and Varana-
si. The site selection and 
tendering process have been 
completed, and these radars 
will become operational in 
the next one year, making 
daily weather monitoring 
more effective.In addition, 
under IMD's 'Mission 
Mausam' scheme, state-of-
the-art observation systems 
will be established in Bareil-
ly, Deoria, and Prayagraj, 

which will be operational in 
the next one and a half years. 
These systems will assist in 
surface, remote sensing, and 
upper atmospheric observa-
tions, strengthening fore-
casting accuracy and disaster 
management capabilities.

Senior scientist Moham-
mad Danish of IMD Luc-
know said that the shift from 
traditional systems to digital 
systems will provide real-
time data, more frequent up-
dates, and high-quality 
weather data. This will make 
it possible to issue accurate 
weather warnings in a timely 
manner. Overall, these initia-
tives are expected to signifi-
cantly strengthen weather 
forecasting, disaster man-
agement, and public safety in 
Uttar Pradesh.

Weather forecasting in UP to receive a major boost 
with the installation of 5 State-of-the-art radars

Bengaluru: Karnataka 
Chief Election Commission-
er G S Sangreshi on Monday 
announced that elections to 
the five new municipal cor-
porations formed under the 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) will be held after 
May 25, with ballot papers 
replacing Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs).

Addressing the media, 
Sangreshi said the poll 
schedule would be finalised 
after the conclusion of SSLC 
and PUC examinations.

He made it clear that the 
same method would be fol-
lowed for the forthcoming 
zilla and taluk panchayat 
elections later this year.

Explaining the rationale, 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner said both ballot papers 
and EVMs are legally valid 
methods of conducting elec-
tions, and there is no prohibi-
tion under existing laws or 
Supreme Court rulings on 
the use of ballot papers.

He observed that while 
EVMs have been widely 

used over the last few de-
cades, ballot papers remain a 
recognised and credible sys-
tem.

Sangreshi noted that 
many elections in India, in-
cluding Gram Panchayat, 
cooperative society and 
MLC polls, are still conduct-
ed using ballot papers, and 
several countries across the 
world continue to follow the 
same practice.

He pointed out that the 
previous Bengaluru civic 
elections held in 2015 were 
conducted using EVMs.

Rejecting suggestions of 
political influence behind the 
decision, he stressed that the 
State Election Commission 
functions as an independent 
constitutional authority. 
Since the law allows flexibil-
ity in the choice of voting 
method, the commission has 
exercised its discretion after 
assessing the present cir-
cumstances, he said.

The decision comes 
against the backdrop of the 
Karnataka government’s 
move last year to recom-
mend ballot papers for all 

future panchayat and urban 
local body elections.

Sangreshi underlined 
that opting for ballot papers 
should not be viewed as a 
step backward. “Ballot-
based elections are still in 
practice and widely accept-
ed. It is a tested and reliable 
system,” he said.

The announcement fol-
lows a recent Supreme Court 
direction to the state govern-
ment and the election com-
mission to complete Bengal-
uru’s local body elections by 
June 30. The elected council 
of the erstwhile Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) completed its term 
in September 2020, after 
which the civic body has 
been under administrative 
control.

In September 2025, the 
city was reorganised into five 
separate municipal corpora-
tions — Central, East, West, 
North and South — under the 
Greater Bengaluru Authori-
ty, replacing the unified 
BBMP structure.

Bengaluru civic polls after May 25, 
ballot papers to replace EVMs

Bhubaneswar : 
All India Kisan Con-
gress National Coordi-
nator and President of 
the Odisha Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
Cooperative Cell, 
Amiya Kumar Pat-
naik, on Monday al-
leged that cooperative 
institutions in Odisha 
are steadily moving to-
ward bankruptcy.Pat-
naik said that during 
the last 25 years of 
BJD rule and under the 
present BJP govern-
ment, cooperative in-
stitutions have turned 
into centres of large-
scale corruption, while 
the legitimate de-
mands of cooperative 
employees continue to 
be ignored.

He alleged that 
cooperative-based oil 
mills, spinning mills 
and sugar mills have 
become defunct, and 
Regulated Market 
Committees (RMCs) 

Odisha’s cooperative sector heading 
towards bankruptcy :Congress

Hyderabad:  The 
Telangana BJP on Monday 
expressed surprise and 
strong disapproval over 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy’s decision to travel 
to the United States to at-
tend what it termed a “crash 
leadership course,” ques-
tioning the timing and fi-
nancial prudence of the vis-
it.

According to reports, 
the Chief Minister has en-
rolled in a programme titled 
“Leadership for the 21st 
Century: Chaos, Conflict, 
and Courage” at the John F. 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, Harvard University. 
He is scheduled to be on the 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
campus from January 25 to 
30, travelling to the US di-
rectly from Davos, where he 
will attend the World Eco-
nomic Forum.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, BJP State Chief 
Spokesperson and Media 
In-Charge N V Subash in a 
statement said leadership is 
not acquired through short-
term courses but proven 
through governance, ac-
countability and perfor-
mance.

“Shouldn’t such aca-
demic pursuits have been 
completed earlier in life?” 
he asked, adding that the 
Chief Minister’s focus 
should be on addressing is-
sues within the state rather 
than attending overseas pro-
grammes.

Subash also questioned 
whether the trip reflects per-
sonal aspirations being pri-
oritised over public respon-
sibilities.

 He alleged that the 
Chief Minister was using 
public funds for personal 

interests, citing what he 
called recent “public theat-
rics” that distract from gov-
ernance.

The BJP leader pointed 
to what he described as a 
contradiction in the govern-
ment’s claims.

 While the Chief Minis-
ter has stated that the state 
exchequer is under strain 
and funds are insufficient to 
implement Congress' elec-
toral promises, he argued 
that spending on an over-
seas leadership programme 
sends a conflicting mes-
sage.

He said the resources 
and administrative attention 
directed toward such inter-
national engagements could 
instead be utilised to ad-
dress key concerns such as 
farmer welfare, employ-
ment generation, infrastruc-
ture development and im-
plementation of welfare 
schemes.

The BJP expressed hope 
that the Chief Minister 
would return with “greater 
seriousness and dignity” 
and focus on delivering tan-
gible outcomes for the peo-
ple of Telangana.

“The people of the state 
did not vote for foreign cer-
tifications.

 They voted for trans-
parent, efficient and ac-
countable leadership at 
home,” Subash said.

Telangana BJP questions CM 
Revanth Reddy’s US visit for 

Harvard leadership programme

Lucknow: In separate 
road accidents across Uttar 
Pradesh, at least five peo-
ple were killed and several 
others injured in Gonda, 
Unnao, Barabanki, and 
other districts.

On the Lucknow–
Ayodhya service lane near 
Palhari under Kotwali 
Nagar area, an auto-rick-
shaw carrying passengers 
met with a fatal accident in 
the wee hours of Monday. 
Seeing a gravel-laden 
trailer approaching from 
the opposite direction, the 
auto driver swerved left. 
As a result, Ashish Yadav 
(resident of Pandeypur, 
Maurawan, Unnao), who 
was sitting on the right side 
of the auto, fell onto the 
road. The rear wheel of the 
trailer ran over his head, 
killing him on the spot.

Police seized both ve-
hicles, but the drivers fled. 
According to Kotwali 
Nagar SHO Sudhir Kumar 
Singh, Ashish worked 
with an NGO and taught 
young children at angan-
wadi centers. He was liv-

ing on rent near the police 
station in Zaidpur.On the 
Lucknow–Bahraich Na-
tional Highway near Hari 
Narayanpur turn, an Inno-
va car collided head-on 
with an Ertiga car while 
attempting to overtake an 
Alambagh depot bus. Af-
ter the collision, the Ertiga 
veered right and was hit by 
an oncoming roadway bus.

Devendra Kumar Ti-
wari (resident of Rosipur-
wa, Colonelganj, Gonda), 
who was seated in the front 
of the Ertiga, died in the 
accident. He worked at a 
petrol pump and was trav-
elling after taking a lift. 
Two others, Islam (resi-
dent of Siddharthnagar) 
and Atikur Rahman (from 
Gonda), were injured and 
referred from the CHC to 
the district hospital. Inno-
va passenger Makbool Ah-
mad of Bahraich sustained 
serious injuries, while his 
family members suffered 
minor injuries.

In another tragic inci-
dent at Ganjaria village 
(Gadhi Rakhmau), a sev-

en-year-old boy, Anshu, 
was crushed to death by a 
pickup vehicle while play-
ing on the road. The vehi-
cle was being driven by a 
villager, Gulshan. Police 
have seized the pickup and 
managed the situation.

On the Purvanchal Ex-
pressway at kilometer 
39.9, a car travelling from 
Varanasi to Lucknow met 
with an accident after the 
driver reportedly fell 
asleep. Driver Raj Kaushal 
Rai (Azamgarh) and pas-
senger Anil Singh were in-
jured and admitted to Hai-
dergarh CHC.Meanwhile, 
at Lonicatra's Dahila 
Pokhra road, a tractor-trol-
ley carrying devotees par-
ticipating in a Kalash Yatra 
overturned while overtak-
ing near Khairabiru turn 
on Sunday night. Around 
25 people were on board, 
and 15, including children, 
were injured. Several in-
jured devotees were re-
ferred from Trivediganj 
CHC to the district hospi-
tal, while others were ad-
mitted to private hospitals. 

Multiple road accidents in UP 
leave five dead, many injured

Jammu: The joint team of Security 
Forces (SF) launched a massive search op-
eration on Monday morning to track down 
the hiding terrorists in the forests of Singh-
pora in Kishtwar district of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

A fierce gun battle erupted between 
security forces and terrorists on Sunday in 
the Singhpora area of Chatroo in the Kisht-
war when acting on a tip off about the pres-
ence of two to three terrorists of Pakistan 
based Jaish-e-Mohammad outfit, in the 
forest area, a team of army, police and spe-

cial operation group launched searches.
The terrorists fired upon the search 

party, which was retaliated and the en-
counter triggered.

However, as per reports, around eight 
soldiers have also suffered injuries, pri-
marily due to splinter injuries caused by a 
sudden grenade attack from the hiding ter-
rorists.

“The search operation resumed in the 
early morning supported by drones and 
sniffer dogs,” they said, adding that the 
area has been cordoned off.

JK: SFs launch search op to track 
down hiding terrorists in Kishtwar

are failing to function effective-
ly for farmers.The Congress 
leader also pointed out the 
acute shortage of warehouses 
for storing paddy and other 
crops, along with the complete 
absence of cold storage facili-
ties for vegetables across the 
state.

To address these issues, 
Patnaik announced that the 
Odisha Pradesh Congress Co-
operative Cell on Monday 
launched the Cooperative Pro-
tection Campaign, starting 
from Ganjam district.

The campaign aims to 

strengthen the cooperative sec-
tor from the grassroots by mak-
ing institutions active, trans-
parent and free from corruption.

He said the Congress party 
has prepared a detailed road-
map to create widespread 
awareness about various wel-
fare schemes implemented 
through cooperatives for peo-
ple of all sections during previ-
ous Congress governments.

The campaign will focus 
on overall development of co-
operative institutions, fulfill-
ment of employees’ legitimate 
demands, firm action against 

corruption, strengthening in-
frastructure and improving hu-
man resources.Recalling histo-
ry, Patnaik said that under the 
Five-Year Plans of India’s first 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaha-
rlal Nehru, Primary Agricul-
tural Cooperative Service Soci-
eties were established at every 
panchayat to promote rural 
economic development, pro-
viding farmers relief from 
moneylenders and exploita-
tion.In Odisha, the cooperative 
vision of Utkal Gourav Madhu-
sudan Das was sincerely imple-
mented during Congress rule.
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Expelled BJP MLA Kul-
deep Sengar's bail plea re-
jected in Unnao rape vic-
tim's father's death case
New Delhi : The Delhi 
High Court on Monday 
rejected the bail plea of 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar in 
the custodial death case of 
the father of the Unnao 
gang-rape victim.The 
Delhi High Court on Mon-
day rejected a plea by ex-
pelled BJP leader Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar to suspend a 
10-year prison sentence 
imposed for his role in the 
custodial death of the fa-
ther of a rape survivor 
from Uttar Pradesh.Jus-
tice Ravinder Dudeja said 
the court found no grounds 
to grant interim relief, dis-
missing Sengar's applica-
tion for suspension of sen-
tence while his appeal 
against conviction is 
pending.The judge noted 
that though Sengar has 
served about seven and a 
half years of the 10-year 
sentence but said the delay 
in hearing the appeal 
could not justify relief, as 
part of the delay was at-
tributable to multiple ap-
plications filed by Sengar 
himself.The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation 
(CBI) said on Monday 
that Kuldeep Singh Sen-
gar and other accused 
were convicted in the case 
by a lower court on March 
4, 2020. The court had 
sentenced Sengar to 10 
years in prison, fine and to 
pay Rs 10 lakh as compen-
sation to the legal heirs of 
the deceased.Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar had filed an 
appeal against the lower 
court's decision. 

ECI to host global democra-
cy meet IICDEM-2026 in 
New Delhi from Jan 21
New Delhi : The Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) will host the inaugu-
ral India International 
Conference on Democra-
cy and Election Manage-
ment (IICDEM) 2026 
from January 21 to 23 at 
Bharat Mandapam in New 
Delhi, positioning India as 
a global hub for dialogue 
on democratic practices 
and election management.
Organised by the India In-
ternational Institute of De-
mocracy & Election Man-
agement (IIIDEM), the 
three-day conference is 
touted as the largest global 
conference of its kind in 
the field of democracy and 
elections, and expected to 
see participation from 
nearly 100 international 
delegates representing 
over 70 countries. Repre-
sentatives of international 
organisations, foreign 
missions in India, and 
leading academic and 
practising experts in the 
electoral domain will also 
take part.

AAP's 'Employment and 
Social Justice' march enters 
Varanasi, FIR against MP
New Delhi:The Aam 
Aadmi Party's 'Employ-
ment and Social Justice' 
foot march entered Vara-
nasi on its third day on 
Sunday, with party lead-
ers claiming widespread 
public support along the 
route from Mirzapur.The 
march, led by AAP's Ut-
tar Pradesh in-charge and 
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
Singh, is focusing on un-
employment and social 
injustice in the state.The 
march concluded at a 
banquet hall in Varanasi 
after passing through 
several areas. According 
to AAP supporters, the 
procession was wel-
comed with flower petals 
and cheers by crowds in-
cluding youth, lawyers, 
and elderly citizens.The 
entry into Varanasi coin-
cided with the registra-
tion of a police FIR 
against Sanjay Singh. 
The MP has been booked 
for his alleged opposition 
to the demolition work at 
the Manikarnika Ghat.
Addressing the issue dur-
ing the march, Singh 
sharply criticised the 
state's BJP government, 
accusing it of attacking 
Hindu faith by damaging 
the historic ghat, which is 
linked to 18th-century 
ruler Ahilyabai Holkar.

Briefs :

New Delhi: Atishi, the 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Delhi Legislative As-
sembly, has formally reject-
ed allegations of breach of 
privilege and contempt lev-
elled against her.

The notice, dated Janu-
ary 15, stems from a com-
plaint concerning proceed-
ings in the House on January 
6.

In a detailed written re-
sponse addressed to the 
Secretary of the Delhi Leg-
islative Assembly, Atishi 
categorically denied the ac-
cusations.

 "I state with utmost 
clarity and sincerity that I 
have never made any de-
rogatory remark against 
Sikh Gurus, either in the 
House on 6th January r at 
any other point of time in 
my life. I categorically deny 
the allegation in its entire-
ty," she stated in her stated.

She described her per-
sonal reverence for Sikh 
Gurus as a matter of family 
values and faith. Atishi em-
phasised the gravity of the 
charge, stating she is "mor-
ally incapable" of uttering 
disrespectful words to-

wards figures like Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Ji.

Regarding the January 
6 session, Atishi clarified 
the context as a heated po-
litical exchange during a 
discussion on pollution and 
governance. She asserted, 
"At no point were Sikh Gu-
rus referred to, invoked or 
alluded to in any manner 
whatsoever."

The Leader of the Op-
position also raised proce-
dural concerns about the 
notice served to her. She ar-

gued that the notice uses 
vague language, citing 
"pandemonium in the 
House" without specifying 
the exact remarks she is al-
leged to have made, their 
context, or how they were 
considered derogatory. This 
lack of particulars, she con-
tended, places her in an "un-
tenable position" and is 
contrary to principles of 
natural justice.

Further, Atishi noted 
she received no prior com-
munication from the Speak-

er asking her to clarify her 
position, as mentioned in 
the notice.

To enable a comprehen-
sive response, Atishi has 
requested the Assembly 
Secretary to provide specif-
ic documents. These in-
clude a copy of the original 
complaint, the complete 
and unedited official video 
recording of the January 6 
proceedings, and copies of 
any written communica-
tions from the Speaker 
seeking her clarification.

Atishi denies allegations of 
disrespecting Sikh Gurus in Assembly

New Delhi:  The Delhi 
government has intro-
duced a single emergency 
number, 112, for all kinds 
of disasters and emergen-
cy situations under the 
Emergency Response 
Support System (ERSS) 
2.0.

With this initiative, 
citizens will no longer 
need to remember or dial 
multiple helpline numbers 
during crises, ensuring 
quicker and more coordi-
nated assistance.

Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta on Monday 
said that at present, differ-
ent emergency services 
operate through separate 
helpline numbers such as 
police (100), fire services 
(101), ambulance and 
health services (108), 
women’s helpline (181), 
child helpline (1098), gas 

leakage (1906), electricity 
supply (19123), water sup-
ply (1916), Delhi Metro 
(155370) and disaster 
management services 
(1077).The multiplicity of 
numbers often causes con-
fusion and delays during 
emergencies. Under ERSS 
2.0, citizens will be able to 
seek all forms of emergen-
cy assistance by dialing 
only 112.

Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has already notified 
112 as the national emer-
gency number, and Delhi 
is now moving to fully op-
erationalise it.ERSS 2.0 is 
a modern, unified signal-
handling system in which 
all emergency calls, mo-
bile app alerts, panic but-
ton triggers, SMS messag-
es and web-based alerts 
will be received at a single 
Public Safety Answering 

Point (PSAP).
Based on the nature of 

the emergency, police, fire, 
ambulance and disaster 
management services can 
be alerted simultaneously.

An important feature 
of ERSS 2.0 is that assis-
tance can be sought not 
only through phone calls 
but also via a mobile app, 
emergency buttons, SMS 
and online platforms. This 
ensures that even if a per-
son is unable to speak dur-
ing an emergency, they can 
still send a distress signal 
and receive help.

Another key advan-
tage of the new system is 
automatic location identi-
fication. As soon as an 
emergency call or alert is 
received, the system will 
automatically detect the 
caller’s location, eliminat-
ing the need for victims to 

Single helpline number 112 for all disasters and emergencies in Delhi

New Delhi: Delhi 
State President of the 
Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP), Saurabh Bha-
radwaj, on Monday lev-
eled serious allegations 
against the Delhi Po-
lice, accusing them of 
systematic bribery and 
deliberately undermin-
ing efforts to control the 
national capital’s wors-
ening air pollution.The 
allegations come amid 
the enforcement of the 
Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP), a set 
of emergency measures 
implemented to curb 
toxic air levels during 
periods of severe pollu-
tion in Delhi.Bharad-
waj took to social me-
dia platform X to post a 
video that he claimed 
showed Delhi Police 
personnel accepting 
bribes in exchange for 
allowing trucks carry-
ing construction mate-
rial to enter the city.Ac-
cording to the AAP 
leader, these trucks 
were permitted entry 
despite strict GRAP re-
strictions that prohibit 
the movement of such 
vehicles in order to lim-
it dust and particulate 
pollution.

In his post, Bharad-
waj asserted that CCTV 
footage from entry 
points into the capital 
would corroborate his 
claims, alleging that at 
least 300 trucks were 
allowed to enter Delhi 
in a single night.

He further alleged 
that this practice con-
tinues throughout the 
night across various lo-
cations in the city, ef-
fectively rendering the 
pollution-control mea-
sures meaningless.

“GRAP 4 is a 
scam,” Bharadwaj 
wrote in his post, accus-
ing the authorities of 
failing to take the health 

AAP leader alleges bribery at Delhi borders, 
calls GRAP a "scam" in pollution control

New Delhi :  AAP's Del-
hi President Saurabh Bhard-
waj on Monday accused the 
Yogi Adityanath-led UP 
Government of doing noth-
ing to save the precious life 
of a computer engineer in 
Greater Noida. A 27-year-
old software engineer, Yu-
vraj Mehta, was killed after 
his car plunged into a deep, 
water-filled ditch amid dense 
fog in Noida. He died in front 
of his father, Rajkumar Meh-
ta.

Bhardwaj stated that for 
three hours, no one came to 
rescue the computer engi-
neer, while the UP govern-
ment was busy "harassing 

the Shankaracharya." "Com-
puter Engineer falls into 
drain at Noida, calls his fa-
ther for help, struggles to 
stay afloat for 3 hours. Yogi 
Govt was busy teaching a 
lesson to Shankaracharya. 
No wonder, lakhs of Engi-
neers, Doctors, MBAs, Con-
sultants are leaving India ev-
ery year," he posted on X.

He further said no one 
wants to return to India once 
they settle abroad. "Most 
who chant ‘Modi-Modi’ in 
foreign countries don’t want 
to come back to India," his 
post read.

On Friday evening, Raj-
kumar Mehta received a dis-

tressing call and text from his 
son, Yuvraj, alerting him that 
his vehicle had fallen into a 
waterlogged ditch. Rajku-
mar immediately rushed to 
the scene and informed the 
police and fire department. 
While emergency teams 
reached within 15 minutes, 
they lacked the necessary 
equipment to conduct a res-
cue.

Yuvraj had managed to 
climb onto the roof of his 
partially submerged car and 
remained there from mid-
night until around 2:00 AM, 
desperately trying to keep 
the vehicle from sinking fur-
ther. 

AAP leader accuses UP govt of 
neglect in engineer's drowning death

New Delhi :  Presi-
dent of the Delhi 
Pradesh Congress 
Committee Devender 
Yadav on Monday 
raised concerns over 
the persistent air pollu-
tion in the Capital and 
its impact on children's 
health.He attributed 
the ongoing problem to 
the failure of gover-

Delhi Cong calls for health check-ups 
in schools citing pollution concerns

explain where they are. This 
enables the control room to 
immediately dispatch the 
nearest police vehicle, ambu-
lance or fire tender, saving 
crucial time during the golden 
hour and significantly im-
proving response efficiency.

Under the new arrange-
ment, a single call to 112 will 
alert police, fire and medical 
services together, reducing 
delays caused by inter-depart-
mental coordination. The 
ERSS 2.0 control room will 
also be equipped with a mod-

ern dashboard to track the in-
cident location, the vehicles 
deployed and their estimated 
arrival time.

In case of any delay, alter-
native resources can be dis-
patched promptly, ensuring 
continuous monitoring and 
greater accountability.

According to Delhi CM 
Rekha Gupta, the system will 
be implemented in a phased 
manner. In the first phase, all 
existing emergency helpline 
numbers will be integrated 
with 112. 

nance by the current Delhi ad-
ministration. He stated that pol-
lution remains a serious 

year-round issue, criticizing the 
government for lacking a con-
crete plan to tackle toxic air.

impact of pollution on chil- dren and residents seriously.
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The balance of power in Indian politics is currently 
clearly tilted in one direction. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has taken such a lead at all three levels - organization, 
leadership and electoral strategy - that the opposition's 
mass is becoming increasingly fragmented day by day. 
While the process of leadership change in the BJP is go-
ing smoothly, on the other hand, the opposition parties 
seem to be stuck in internal differences, selfish equations 
and directionless politics.

Currently, there is only one dominant force that is 
constantly underlining its influence on the horizon of In-
dian politics, and that is the Bharatiya Janata Party. The 
BJP will get a new full-time president in the coming 
week, and the election of a relatively new but organiza-
tionally loyal leader, Nitin Nabin, as the full-time presi-
dent from the post of working president says a lot. This 
election has once again proven how tight and impenetra-
ble the grip of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah on the party is. Despite facing many 
challenges at the international level and some degree of 
political deadlock, the BJP's coin is still ringing in do-
mestic politics. The issue of Hindutva is currently at the 
center of all political discussions and all other questions 
and problems seem to be secondary for the time being. 
This era of victory that began in 2014 is still going on 
with the same vigor, and the BJP has become a huge and 
precise machine for winning elections, not just a politi-
cal party, although the opposition is criticizing that it has 
become a huge and precise machine for winning elec-
tions.

In the face of this storm of BJP, the condition of non-
BJP parties has become very bad. The Congress, which 
once brought independence to the country under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, is in a state of disarray 
today. Although Rahul Gandhi is trying to raise impor-
tant issues, the party does not seem to be getting the de-
sired momentum. Although the opposition is constantly 
criticizing the functioning of the Election Commission 
and the role of Commissioner Dnyanesh Kumar, it does 
not seem to have any impact on the actual voting or the 
results. Although the opposition is crying foul over the 
Commission's conduct, it is becoming helpless before 
the BJP's electoral tactics. The 'India' alliance of the op-
position parties is currently going through a struggle for 
existence. Most of the regional parties in this alliance 
seem to have their vision limited to their own states. Be 
it China's infiltration or the controversial statements of 
US President Donald Trump, these regional parties have 
little to do with international issues like that. As long as 
the BJP does not bother them in their own states, they 
pretend to unite at the national level. 'Our business 
should run smoothly' is their main motto, and this alli-
ance goes down the drain when selfishness gets in the 
way.

In this age of instant noodles, political loyalties and 
alliance unity have become as fleeting as water on a taro 
leaf. The 'INDIA' alliance finds itself in a precarious situ-
ation, unable to hold on to its gains, and appears to have 
completely lost its momentum after the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. The BJP, like a skilled magician, creates con-
fusion by raising multiple issues simultaneously and 
achieves its political objectives amidst the chaos. The 
opposition is repeatedly failing to understand this tech-
nique. As the upcoming elections in Kerala draw closer, 
the conflict there is becoming more intense. After the last 
parliamentary session, Prime Minister Modi and opposi-
tion leaders, including Priyanka Gandhi, had an infor-
mal tea meeting. This cordial picture drew sharp criti-
cism from the Left parties in Kerala against the Congress. 
The Left parties are becoming restless due to the increas-
ing strength of the Congress in Kerala, and Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan's popularity also appears to be de-
clining. Vijayan's working style is being criticized as that 
of 'Kerala's Modi' even within his own party, and this 
decline of the Left has become a matter of concern for 
democracy.

On the other hand, Amit Shah has geared up to oust 
Mamata Banerjee's government in West Bengal. Efforts 
are underway to corner the Trinamool Congress using 
new legal and political issues. Although Mamata Baner-
jee is formally part of the 'INDIA' alliance, she is not in-
clined to leave any seats for the Congress in the upcom-
ing elections. Therefore, a direct contest is expected 
between the BJP and the Trinamool in Bengal. The situ-
ation is no different in Tamil Nadu. Since Chief Minister 
M. K. Stalin does not want to give the Congress a share 
in power, the Congress is now reportedly in contact with 
film star Vijay and his 'TVK' party. The BJP has also 
started working on forming a coalition of smaller parties 
there, along with the AIADMK. The conflict between 
the Aam Aadmi Party and the Congress in Punjab is well-
known, with the Congress trying to weaken Kejriwal's 
party, while the Congress accuses Kejriwal of acting as 
the BJP's 'B team'.In Jammu and Kashmir, the ruling Na-
tional Conference appears to be under pressure from the 
BJP, which is why the BJP's dominance is also felt in the 
politics there. Overall, given the current political situa-
tion, the possibility of opposition parties uniting in the 
coming year is extremely slim. While every regional 
party is struggling for its own existence, the BJP is 
strengthening its organization at both the central and 
state levels. It will be interesting to see how the new 
president, Nitin Naveen, under the guidance of Modi and 
Shah, carries forward the party's triumphant march. The 
lack of a concrete program and universally accepted 
leadership among the opposition is making these battles 
easier for the BJP. Looking at today's political situation, 
the defeat of the opposition is not only a result of the 
BJP's strength, but also a reflection of their own failures. 
Beyond declarations of unity, the opposition is failing to 
present a concrete program, credible leadership, and a 
national perspective. Regional self-interest, personal 
ambitions, and mutual distrust make opposition allianc-
es appear strong only on paper. Until the opposition 
overcomes these limitations, it will be impossible to stop 
the BJP's organized juggernaut. Until the opposition 
moves beyond its narrow regional identities and pres-
ents a national vision, it will be difficult for any alliance 
to stop the BJP's victorious march. The coming period 
will not only be about power equations, but also about 
determining who survives in the battle of ideologies.

The Opposition's 
Declining Unity

India is strengthening its 
semiconductor ecosystem as 
a strategic pillar of economic 
growth, technological capa-
bility, and national resil-
ience. With global demand 
for advanced electronics and 
AI-driven applications ris-
ing steadily, the semicon-
ductor industry is projected 
to reach nearly USD 1 tril-
lion by 2030. At present, the 
global semiconductor work-
force faces a shortfall of 
semiconductor talent, result-
ing in a requirement for over 
1 million additional skilled 
professionals by 2032. This 
positions India as a pivotal 
contributor to the global 
semiconductor ecosystem 
through targeted initiatives.

Recognizing chip design 
as a strategic national priori-
ty, the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) has 
implemented proactive mea-
sures to transform India’s 
semiconductor design land-
scape. These initiatives span 
approximately 400 organi-
zations, including 305 aca-
demic institutions under the 
Chips to Start-up (C2S) Pro-
gramme and 95 startups un-
der the Design Linked Incen-
tive (DLI) Scheme.

By enabling nationwide 
participation in semiconduc-
tor chip design, the C2S Pro-
gramme democratises ac-
cess to advanced design 
capabilities. It empowers 
students, researchers, and 
entrepreneurs irrespective of 
institution or location to de-
velop innovative semicon-
ductor solutions, and accel-
erating indigenous 
innovation in line with the 
vision of technological self-
reliance and global competi-
tiveness.

The C2S Programme is 
an umbrella capacity-build-
ing initiative launched by the 
MeitY in 2022, with a total 
outlay of ₹250 crore over 
five years, covering academ-
ic institutions across India.

The C2S Programme 
targets the development of 
85,000 industry-ready pro-
fessionals across undergrad-
uate, postgraduate, and doc-
toral levels. This includes: 
200 PhD scholars engaged in 
advanced research in chip 
design,

7000 M. Tech graduates 
specializing in VLSI or Em-
bedded Systems, 800 M. 
Tech graduates from com-
puter, communication, or 
electronic systems pro-
grammes with focused VLSI 
exposure, 69,000 B. Tech 
students trained through VL-
SI-oriented coursework.

Moreover, beyond man-

power generation, the C2S 
Programme aims to catalyse 
the incubation of 25 start-ups 
and enable 10 technology 
transfers. The programme 
also seeks to provide access 
to SMART lab facilities, 
train one lakh students, gen-
erate 50 patents, and support 
at least 2,000 focused re-
search publications.

This integrated ap-
proach of the C2S pro-
gramme supports innova-
tion, enhances 
employability, and enables 
academic institutions to play 
a more active role in India’s 
semiconductor value chain. 
This programme is a strong 
foundation for self-reliance, 
innovation, and global com-
petitiveness in the semicon-
ductor sector.

The C2S Programme 
adopts a comprehensive ap-
proach, providing students 
with hands-on experience in 
chip design, fabrication, and 
testing. This is achieved 
through regular training ses-
sions in collaboration with 
industry partners, combined 
with mentorship and practi-
cal support. Students gain 
access to advanced chip de-
sign tools, fabrication facili-
ties, and testing resources, 
including state-of-the-art 

EDA software and semicon-
ductor foundries, enabling 
them to design, build, and 
test their own chips. These 
opportunities also include 
implementing R&D projects 
under the C2S Programme to 
develop working prototypes 
of Application-Specific Inte-
grated Circuit (ASICs), Sys-
tems-on-Chip (SoCs), and 

Intellectual Property (IP) 
Core designs. This struc-
tured exposure bridges aca-
demic learning with practi-

cal semiconductor design 
and development work-
flows.

The ChipIN Centre at C-
DAC Bengaluru is one of 
India’s largest facilities pro-
viding shared semiconduc-
tor design infrastructure to 
academic institutions and 
startups across the country. It 
offers access to advanced 
chip design tools covering 
the entire design cycle, along 
with compute and hardware 

infrastructure, intellectual 
property cores, and technical 
mentorship. This centralized 
support enables institutions 
to undertake chip design and 
fabrication activities, 
strengthening India’s do-
mestic semiconductor de-
sign capability.

The Chips to Start-up 
Programme has delivered 

measurable outcomes across 
capacity building, infra-
structure access, and hands-
on chip design enablement. 

Through a combination of 
national technological facili-
ties and fabrication support, 
the programme has enabled 
large-scale participation 
from academic institutions 
and startups.

India’s chip design eco-
system under the Chips to 
Start-up Programme is being 
strengthened through a coor-
dinated institutional frame-
work that combines techno-
logical infrastructure 

support and large-scale ca-
pacity building. Key pro-
grammes and institutions 
such as C-DAC and ChipIN 
centre, provide end-to-end 
enablement for chip design 
education and innovation. 
By integrating R&D institu-
tions and industry partners, 
the C2S institutional frame-
work supports indigenous 
chip design and advances 
India’s objective of a self-re-
liant and globally competi-
tive semiconductor design 
ecosystem.

MeitY leads national 
semiconductor initiatives, 
provides policy direction, 
and anchors schemes such as 
Chips to Start-up Pro-
gramme. It also coordinates 
institutional and industry 
partnerships to strengthen 
India’s chip design and man-
ufacturing ecosystem. Me-
itY provides overall policy 
direction, funding support, 
and programme oversight 
for C2S. It aims to offset the 
existing disabilities in In-
dia’s domestic semiconduc-
tor design industry. It seeks 
to help Indian companies 
move up the semiconductor 

value chain.
C-DAC has established 

and operates the ChipIN 
Centre at Bengaluru, which 
serves as the national hub for 
chip design enablement. The 
Centre provides shared ac-
cess to commercial EDA 
tools, high-performance 
computing resources, IP li-
braries, and technical men-
toring. It also manages de-
sign onboarding, 
verification, and aggregation 

for fabrication.
Under the Chips to Start-

up Programme, SCL facili-
tates fabrication of chip de-
signs developed by students 
and researchers from partici-
pating academic institutions 
through shared wafer runs. 
SCL undertakes fabrication 
using established process 
technologies and provides 
packaging support for ap-
proved designs. Fabricated 
chips are delivered back to 
institutions, allowing stu-
dents to validate designs on 
silicon and gain practical ex-
posure to post-fabrication 
testing and evaluation.

These coordinated insti-
tutional frameworks ensure 
equitable access to national 
chip design infrastructure, 
strengthens academia–in-
dustry collaboration, and 
builds a steady pipeline of 
industry-ready chip design-
ers. It plays a critical role in 
advancing indigenous chip 
design capability and posi-
tioning India as a credible 
participant in the global 
semiconductor ecosystem.

Semiconductors have 
emerged as a strategic foun-
dation for innovation, eco-
nomic growth, and national 
security. Leadership in semi-
conductor design and talent 
development is increasingly 
central to global technologi-
cal competitiveness. Recog-
nising this, India is position-
ing its academic and 
innovation ecosystem to 
play a decisive role in shap-
ing future semiconductor 
technologies.

The Chips to Start-up 
Programme reflects India’s 
commitment to building a 
strong and self-reliant semi-
conductor ecosystem. By 
enabling large-scale skill de-
velopment, hands-on design 
experience, and access to 
national infrastructure, the 
programme is empowering 
students, researchers, start-
ups, and entrepreneurs to 
contribute to indigenous 
chip design and innovation. 
These efforts are strengthen-
ing India’s talent base, sup-
porting technological self-
reliance, and advancing the 
country’s journey towards 
becoming a globally com-
petitive hub for semiconduc-
tor design and development.

Fostering India’s Indigenous 
Chip Design Ecosystem

The Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship is organising the North East 
Regional Competition of IndiaSkills 2025–
26 from 19 to 22 January 2026 at Gauhati 
University, marking a significant milestone in 
India’s national skilling ecosystem. This is 
the first time a dedicated IndiaSkills Regional 
Competition is being conducted exclusively 
for the North Eastern Region, with participa-
tion from all eight North Eastern States. The 
National Skill Development Corporation 
(NSDC) is serving as the knowledge partner 
and implementing agency for IndiaSkills 
Competition 2025–26. The competition will 
bring together skilled youth from all eight 
North-Eastern states to compete across 26 
skill categories on a national platform cele-

brating regional talent and excellence.
The competition will be inaugurated on 

19 January 2026 by Shri Jayant Chaudhary, 
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and 
Minister of State for Education, Government 
of India, reaffirming the Government’s com-
mitment to strengthening skill development, 
regional inclusion and competitive excel-
lence across emerging regions of the country.

Smt. Hena Usman, Joint Secretary, Min-
istry of Skill Development and Entrepreneur-
ship, Government of India addressed the pre-
event press conference. The North East 
Regional Competition represents a decisive 
step in deepening India’s skilling architecture 
across emerging regions.

IndiaSkills is the country’s premier na-
tional skill competition framework, designed 
to identify, nurture and benchmark India’s 
best vocational talent against global stan-
dards, while creating a structured progression 
pathway for skilled youth from the grassroots 
to national and international platforms, in-
cluding the WorldSkills Competition. The 
ongoing IndiaSkills Competition 2025–26 
cycle has witnessed one of the widest partici-
pation footprints to date, with 3.65 lakh can-
didates registering from 35 States and Union 
Territories across 63 skill categories, through 
the Skill India Digital Hub.

The competition will commence with the 
Opening Ceremony at the B.K.B Auditorium, 
Gauhati University followed by a familiarisa-

tion programme on January 19.
The regional competition has been con-

ceptualised to reduce geographic and logisti-
cal barriers for participation, strengthen skill 
ecosystems in the North Eastern Region, and 
identify region-specific strengths and high-
potential candidates aligned with industry 
demand and national priorities.

This integrated approach ensures strong 
industry alignment, high-quality competition 
standards and adherence to national and inter-
national benchmarks. Winners from the 
North East Regional Competition will ad-
vance to the national stage of IndiaSkills 
Competition 2025–26, contributing to India’s 
growing pipeline of skilled talent for global 
opportunities.

IndiaSkills 2025–26: North East Regional Competition

The country's power dis-
tribution utilities (DIS-
COMs and power depart-
ments) have collectively 
recorded a positive Profit 
After Tax (PAT) of ₹2,701 
crore in year FY 2024-25 
marking a significant turning 
point for the sector. The dis-
tribution utilities as a whole 
have been reporting PAT 
losses for past several years 
since unbundling and corpo-
ratization of State Electricity 
Boards.

The positive PAT of 
₹2,701 crore returned in FY 
2024-25 compares to a loss 
of ₹25,553 crore in year FY 
2023-24 and a loss of 
₹67,962 crore in FY 2013-
14.

While commenting on 
this, Shri Manohar Lal, 
Union Minister of Power 
said that this marks a new 
chapter for the distribution 
sector and is a result of sev-
eral steps that have been tak-
en to redress the concerns of 

the distribution sector.
The Minister said this 

achievement was possible 
due to the leadership and vi-
sion of the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi cap-
tured in his words that, “In-
dia is driving not only its 
growth but also the growth 
of the world, with the energy 
sector playing a significant 
role in this”. Shri Manohar 
Lal said the government is 
committed to the required 
reforms in the sector so that 
the power sector can support 
our growing economy and 
play its part in the journey 
towards Viksit Bharat.

Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS): En-
hancing financial viability 
through infrastructure mod-
ernization and accelerated 
smart metering.

Additional Prudential 
Norms: Linking access to fi-
nance for Power sector Utili-
ties to achievement against 
performance benchmarks to 

promote fiscal and opera-
tional discipline.Amend-
ments to Electricity Rules: 
Enforcing timely cost ad-
justments, prudent tariff 
structures, and transparent 

subsidy accounting to ensure 
full cost recovery.

Electricity Distribution 
(Accounts and Additional 
Disclosure) Rules, 2025: In-
troducing uniform account-
ing and enhanced transpar-
ency across Distribution 

utilities for improved finan-
cial governance.

Late Payment Surcharge 
Rules: Enforcing legal con-
tracts through timely pay-
ments in the power sector 

thereby supporting invest-
ment in new RE projects.In-
centivizing states to imple-
ment critical power sector 
reforms, with borrowing 
limits tied to performance 
metrics as part of Additional 
Borrowing Scheme.

The result of these re-
forms is evident not just in 
the positive PAT posted by 
the Distribution Utilities af-
ter so many years, but also in 
other performance indica-
tors.

The Aggregate Techni-
cal & Commercial (AT&C) 
losses have reduced over the 
years, signalling a transfor-
mation. The AT&C losses 
have reduced from 22.62% 
in FY 2013-14 to 15.04% in 
FY 2024-25.Further, signal-
ling much improved cost re-
covery, the Average Cost of 
Supply–Average Revenue 
Realized (ACS–ARR) gap 
has narrowed from ₹0.78/
kWh in FY 2013-14 to ₹0.06/
kWh in FY 2024-25.Re-
forms such as the Electricity 
(Late Payment Surcharge) 
Rules have led to a 96% re-
duction in outstanding dues 
to generating companies—
from ₹1,39,947 crore in 
2022 to just ₹4,927 crore by 
January 2026—while bring-

ing down Distribution utility 
payment cycles from 178 
days in FY 2020-21 to 113 
days in FY 2024-25.

The Ministry of Power 
has put in concerted efforts 
over the past decade to im-
prove the performance of 
distribution utilities across 
the country. In addition to the 
different policy initiatives, 
extensive engagements with 
States and UTs have empha-
sized reforms in the distribu-
tion sector. These include 
discussions led by Shri 
Manohar Lal, Union Power 
Minister during the Regional 
Conferences of Energy Min-
isters of States/UTs in 2025 
- Gangtok (Northeastern Re-
gion), Mumbai (Western Re-
gion), Bengaluru (Southern 
Region), Chandigarh 
(Northern Region) and Patna 
(Eastern Region). Regular 
interactions and review have 
played an important role in 
DISCOMs accomplishing 
this remarkable turnaround.

Several Initiatives in the Distribution 
Sector Improve Key Performance Indicators
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Panipat : In Burshy-
am village of Panipat dis-
trict, kabaddi is more than 
a sport—it is a way of life 
that has produced genera-
tions of champions over 
the past 35 years.

The village boasts 
two Arjuna Awardees, 
eight international play-
ers and around 150 na-
tional-level kabaddi play-
ers. More than 60 villagers 
have secured government 
jobs on the strength of 
their sporting achieve-
ments, while Indian wom-
en’s kabaddi team captain 
Ritu Negi also hails from 
Burshyam.

Kabaddi took root 
here in 1990 when Circle 
Kabaddi was introduced, 
followed by technical 
training from seasoned 
players from Sonepat’s 
Rindhana village. Since 
then, the sport has flour-
ished, bringing recogni-
tion and opportunities to 
the village.

Former Haryana 
Kabaddi Association trea-
surer Rajender Gulia said 
players from Burshyam 
serve across the armed 
forces, police and public 
sector units. The village 
also houses a rare indoor 
kabaddi stadium, main-
tained by the panchayat.

Children as young as 
six train daily on multiple 
grounds, guided by gov-
ernment coaches and se-
nior players. Girls too 
have embraced the sport, 
training at nearby centres 
with aspirations of nation-
al glory.

Local residents say 
the culture of mentorship 
and community support 
has been key to sustaining 
the village’s kabaddi lega-
cy. With continued back-
ing, they hope Burshyam 
will remain a cradle of 
champions for years to 
come.

Burshyam’s 
Kabaddi 
Culture Breeds 
Champions

Rohtak : With the tra-
ditional folk theatre form 
Saang facing an uncertain 
future in the age of the in-
ternet and artificial intel-
ligence, Dada Lakhmi 
Chand State University of 
Performing and Visual 
Arts has launched an ini-
tiative to revive and pro-
mote the art.

A one-day Saang fes-
tival will be organised at 
the university on January 
22, featuring performanc-
es by prominent Saang 
troupes from across Hary-
ana. Education Minister 
Mahipal Dhanda will at-
tend the event as chief 
guest.

Vice-Chancellor Dr 
Amit Arya said Saang re-
flects Haryana’s cultural 
soul and carries strong so-
cial messages along with 
entertainment. He noted 
that only a handful of 
families were still practis-
ing the art, making collec-
tive support essential for 
its survival. The festival, 
he said, aimed to expose 
younger generations to 
the richness of this an-
cient tradition.

Dr Arya recalled that 
Saang had historically 
been used in villages not 
just for entertainment but 
also for social reform and 
fundraising, with perfor-
mances helping finance 
wells, ponds, schools, 
temples and community 
centres.Sharing festival 
details, he said artistes in-
cluding Pandit Vishnu 
Dutt, grandson of poet 
Dada Lakhmi Chand, 
Pradeep Rai Nindana, 
great-grandson of Rai 
Dhanpat Singh, and Dr 
Satish George Kashyap 
would perform with their 
troupes.

Registrar Dr Gunjan 
Malik Manocha described 
Saang as a rare blend of 
folk songs, dialogue and 
acting, where artistes per-
form in multiple styles si-
multaneously and male 
performers portray female 
roles. 

University 
Steps In to 
Revive Saang

Rewari : The ongoing 
political tension within the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in 
south Haryana has taken a 
sharper turn with Health 
Minister Arti Rao openly en-
tering the fray to support her 
father, Union Minister Rao 
Inderjit Singh, as factional-
ism among senior leaders 
becomes increasingly visi-
ble.

The rivalry, which has 
been simmering beneath the 
surface for some time, has 
now spilled into the public 
domain, with competing 
camps laying claim to politi-
cal influence in the Ahirwal 
belt. 

Rao Inderjit Singh’s sup-
porters have projected him 
as the most prominent leader 
of the region, crediting him 
with strengthening the BJP’s 
base and steering the party to 
repeated electoral successes.

According to his back-
ers, Rao Inderjit’s long po-
litical experience and consis-
tent presence in both state 
and national politics have 
made him a unifying force 
not only in Ahirwal but 

across Haryana. They argue 
that his contribution to the 
party’s organisational 
growth and electoral strategy 
has often been underestimat-
ed by rivals.

On the other hand, Hary-
ana minister Rao Narbir 
Singh and former minister 
Abhe Singh have pushed 

back against this narrative, 
asserting that they too enjoy 
strong grassroots support 
and political standing. Lead-
ers close to them claim that 
their influence among voters 
is substantial and that it is un-
fair to attribute the BJP’s 
success in the region to a 
single individual.

The competing claims 
have deepened internal divi-
sions, with each camp accus-
ing the other of ignoring 
ground realities. 

This tug-of-war for rec-
ognition has created discom-
fort within party ranks, espe-
cially as the BJP seeks to 
project unity ahead of future 

electoral challenges.
Amid this backdrop, Arti 

Rao’s entry into the debate 
has added a new dimension 
to the unfolding political 
drama. By speaking out pub-
licly, she has made it clear 
that she will not remain silent 
while her father’s leadership 
is questioned by fellow party 
members.

In recent remarks, Arti 
Rao urged critics of Rao In-
derjit Singh to engage in self-
reflection instead of target-
ing a senior leader, warning 
that such attacks could 
weaken the party from with-
in. She stressed that internal 
rivalries should not over-
shadow the larger goal of 
strengthening the BJP’s po-
sition in the state.

She described her father 
as a leader whose influence 
extends far beyond Ahirwal, 
noting that his political stat-
ure is recognised across 
Haryana. 

According to her, at-
tempts to confine his rele-
vance to a single region ig-
nore his broader role in state 
and national politics.

Arti Rao Backs Father in BJP Rift
Hisar : Alakhpura village 

in Bhiwani district has carved 
out a unique identity on the na-
tional sports map by emerging 
as a strong centre of women’s 
football, with an extraordinary 
number of girls from the vil-
lage making it to national-level 
football camps.

The village has recently 
drawn widespread attention 
after seven of its young foot-
ballers were selected for vari-
ous national camps being held 
in preparation for the Asian 
Football Championship, 
scheduled to take place in Sau-
di Arabia next year.Among 
them, Sanju Yadav has earned 
a place in the senior Indian 
women’s football team and is 
currently undergoing ad-
vanced training in Turkiye, 
marking a major milestone not 
only in her personal career but 
also for the village that nur-
tured her talent.Alongside her, 
Pooja Jakhar, Muskan, Parul, 
Himanshi and Ritu have been 
selected for the Under-20 na-

tional camp, which is being 
conducted in Bengaluru, re-
flecting the depth of football 
talent emerging from Alakh-
pura.

Adding to this remarkable 
achievement, another young 
player from the same village 
has secured selection in the 
Under-17 national camp cur-
rently underway in Andhra 
Pradesh, further underlining 
the village’s growing domi-
nance in women’s football.The 
consistent success of these 
players has prompted the 
Haryana government to recog-
nise the village’s potential and 
establish a dedicated women’s 
football nursery in Alakhpura, 
aimed at nurturing and stream-
lining grassroots talent.Coach 
Sonika Bijarania, who has 
been instrumental in shaping 
many of these players, said that 
most of the girls come from 
economically modest families 
but possess exceptional deter-
mination, discipline and pas-
sion for the sport.

Village Girls Rise to 
National Football 

Camps

Chandigarh : The Pun-
jab and Haryana High Court 
has scheduled March 30 for 
hearing a writ petition ques-
tioning Haryana’s decision 
to fill senior posts in the pros-
ecution department through 
promotions without issuing 
any public advertisement, a 
move alleged to be contrary 
to the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023.

The matter came up be-
fore a division bench of Jus-
tice Ashwani Kumar Mishra 
and Justice Rohit Kapoor. 
The petition assails the 
Haryana State Prosecution 
Department Legal Services 
(Group ‘A’) Amendment 
Rules, 2025, along with the 
order dated December 31, 
2025, under which several 
Deputy Director of Prosecu-
tion posts were filled. Advo-
cate Pardeep Kumar Rapria, 
who has filed the petition, 
has argued that the amended 
rules travel beyond the scope 
of the parent legislation and 
are therefore unconstitution-
al.Citing Section 20(2) of the 
BNSS, the petitioner has 
maintained that only advo-
cates with at least 15 years of 

practice or those who are or 
have been Sessions Judges 
are eligible for appointment 
as Director or Deputy Direc-
tor of Prosecution. Rapria, 
who claims over 18 years of 
legal practice including 
work with the NIA and CIC, 
has asserted that he meets all 
statutory requirements.

According to the plea, 
the state amended the 2013 

service rules to allow promo-
tion, transfer or deputation to 
senior prosecution posts 
from among serving officers. 
It is alleged that by relying 
on these amended provi-
sions, the government pro-
moted certain officers with-
out opening the field to 
eligible advocates, thereby 
denying them an equal op-
portunity.

The petition describes 
the process as opaque, arbi-
trary and discriminatory, 
contending that it violates 
Articles 14 and 16 of the 
Constitution. It further ar-
gues that delegated legisla-
tion cannot override provi-
sions of a central statute, and 
seeks quashing of both the 
amended rules and the pro-
motion order.

HC to Hear Challenge to Haryana 
Prosecution Promotions

Yamunanagar : Saras-
wati Sugar Mills Ltd has set 
an example in sustainable 
water management by suc-
cessfully recharging more 
than 60 lakh cubic metres of 
rainwater and floodwater 
into underground aquifers as 
part of its long-term corpo-
rate social responsibility ini-
tiative.

The water conservation 
effort assumed greater sig-
nificance in the aftermath of 
the devastating floods that 
struck the Yamunanagar re-
gion in July 2023, when 
nearly 343 villages were af-
fected and standing crops, 
including paddy and sugar-
cane, were damaged across 
about 80,000 acres.

Although the floods 
highlighted the urgent need 
for better water manage-
ment, the initiative itself had 
been launched earlier in 
2019–20, when the mill de-
cided to focus its CSR activi-
ties entirely on water conser-
vation under the guiding 
philosophy of “Water is 
Life”.

Chief Executive S K Sa-
chdeva said the programme 

was designed to move be-
yond traditional rainwater 
harvesting methods by 
adopting scientific and inno-
vative solutions tailored to 
the region’s geography and 
flood patterns.

He explained that high-
capacity recharge borewells 
were installed in low-lying 
and flood-prone areas to 
channel excess monsoon and 
floodwater directly into un-
derground aquifers, thereby 
reducing waterlogging while 
simultaneously replenishing 
depleting groundwater re-
serves.

This dual approach, Sa-
chdeva said, not only miti-
gates the impact of floods but 
also helps ensure long-term 
water security for agriculture 
and domestic use in sur-
rounding areas.Under the 
initiative, a total of 213 rain-
water harvesting and 
groundwater recharge struc-
tures have so far been con-
structed across Yamu-
nanagar district and 
adjoining areas, covering 
both rural and semi-urban 
locations.Senior vice-presi-
dent D P Singh said the proj-

ect began on a modest scale 
in Arnoli village, where a 
few structures were installed 
as a pilot effort to test their ef-
fectiveness and impact.

Encouraged by positive 
results, the programme was 
gradually expanded to sev-
eral other villages, including 
flood-affected and water-
stressed areas, ensuring wid-
er community benefit.

Singh added that apart 
from villages, the mill also 
extended the initiative to ed-
ucational institutions, reli-
gious places and healthcare 
facilities, integrating water 
conservation into public and 
community spaces.

He described the initia-
tive as one of the most scien-
tifically advanced and im-
pactful water conservation 
programmes undertaken by a 
sugar mill in Haryana, par-
ticularly in terms of ground-
water recharge and flood 
mitigation.

The project has also 
helped raise awareness 
among local communities 
about the importance of rain-
water harvesting and sus-
tainable water use.

Sugar Mill Recharges 60 
Lakh Cubic Metres Water

Panipat : RSS Sah 
Sarkaryavah Alok Kumar 
called upon citizens to work 
collectively on the concept 
of Panch Parivartan, or five 
key transformations, to 
strengthen India during the 
organisation’s centenary 
year.Addressing a state-lev-
el seminar on the role of 
sports and sportspersons in 
nation building at SD PG 
College, Kumar said the aim 
was not celebration for its 
own sake but encouraging 
national progress through 
social harmony, environ-
mental protection, Swadeshi, 
family enlightenment and 
civic responsibility.

Olympic medallist Ravi 
Dahiya attended the seminar 
as chief guest, alongside 
prominent sportspersons, 

Padma Shri awardees, Arju-
na awardees and senior RSS 
leaders. Kumar highlighted 
environmental degradation 
driven by consumerism and 
stressed the revival of joint 
family systems to strengthen 
social cohesion.

He urged sportspersons 
to inspire youth to stay away 
from drugs and channel their 
influence on social media to-
wards promoting Indian val-
ues, harmony and responsi-
bility.

The Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) has re-
newed its call for compre-
hensive social 
transformation through the 
concept of Panch Parivartan, 
or five key changes, as part 
of its vision for a stronger 
and more united India. 

Speaking in Panipat, RSS 
Sah Sarkaryavah Alok Ku-
mar emphasized that the or-

ganisation’s upcoming cen-
tenary year should not 
merely be a time for celebra-

tion, but an opportunity to 
inspire meaningful national 
progress rooted in collective 

responsibility and societal 
reform.Alok Kumar was ad-
dressing a state-level semi-
nar focused on the role of 
sports and sportspersons in 
nation building, held at SD 
PG College. The seminar 
brought together thinkers, 
athletes, and social leaders to 
deliberate on how physical 
culture and sports can con-
tribute to the moral, social, 
and cultural strength of the 
nation. Kumar underlined 
that sports have always 
played a vital role in shaping 
disciplined, responsible, and 
patriotic citizens.Explaining 
the essence of Panch Parivar-
tan, Kumar said the initiative 
revolves around five trans-
formative areas: social har-
mony, environmental pro-
tection, promotion of 

Swadeshi practices, 
strengthening of family val-
ues, and fostering civic re-
sponsibility. He stressed that 
these transformations are in-
terconnected and must be 
pursued collectively by citi-
zens from all walks of life to 
ensure sustainable national 
development.Kumar high-
lighted that social harmony 
remains the foundation of a 
strong nation. He urged peo-
ple to rise above divisions of 
caste, region, and language, 
and work together with mu-
tual respect and understand-
ing. According to him, na-
tional unity cannot be 
achieved through policies 
alone, but through everyday 
actions that reflect empathy, 
cooperation, and shared re-
sponsibility.

RSS Calls for Panch Parivartan

Sonepat : The CIA-1 
unit of Sonepat police ar-
rested a wanted criminal af-
ter a brief encounter in the 
Kharkhoda area, during 
which the accused sustained 
a bullet injury to his leg.

The accused, Ankit of 
Ridhau village, carried a re-
ward of Rs 5,000 and was 
wanted in 16 criminal cases, 
including robbery, dacoity 
and murder. Acting on a tip-
off, Inspector Bir Singh and 
his team traced him near 
IMT Kharkhoda, where he 
opened fire, prompting po-
lice retaliation.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Narender Kadyan 
said a country-made pistol, 
two live cartridges and a mo-

torcycle without a number 
plate were recovered. Dur-
ing preliminary questioning, 
Ankit reportedly confessed 
to attacking a witness in an 
attempt to prevent testimony 
in an old case.

A wanted criminal carry-
ing a cash reward was ar-
rested by the CIA-1 unit of 
Sonepat police following a 
brief encounter in the Khark-
hoda area, officials said on 
Tuesday. The arrest came af-
ter the accused opened fire at 
the police team during an 
operation based on specific 
intelligence inputs, leading 
to retaliatory action by the 
police.

The encounter took 
place near the IMT Khark-

hoda region when the police 
team attempted to intercept 
the suspect. During the ex-
change of fire, the accused 
sustained a bullet injury to 
his leg and was immediately 
overpowered by the police. 
He was later taken into cus-
tody and provided medical 
treatment under police su-
pervision.The accused has 
been identified as Ankit, a 
resident of Ridhau village. 
Police records reveal that he 
was a notorious criminal 
with a long history of serious 
offences and had been ab-
sconding for a considerable 
period. Due to his repeated 
involvement in violent 
crimes, the police had an-
nounced a reward of Rs 

5,000 for information lead-
ing to his arrest.

According to officials, 
Ankit was wanted in as many 
as 16 criminal cases regis-
tered across different police 
stations. These cases include 
serious charges such as rob-
bery, dacoity, and murder, 
making him a high-priority 
target for law enforcement 
agencies in the district.

Inspector Bir Singh, 
who led the CIA-1 team, said 
the operation was launched 
after receiving a reliable tip-
off about the accused’s 
movement in the Kharkhoda 
area. Acting swiftly on the 
information, the team laid a 
trap and tracked Ankit near 
the industrial area.

Notorious Criminal 
Arrested After Encounter Chandigarh : Stressing 

that criminal justice must 
prioritise reform over retri-
bution, the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court has re-
duced the jail sentence of an 
87-year-old convict to the 
period he has already spent 
in custody, while enhancing 
the compensation payable to 
the victim.

Justice Aman Chaud-
hary upheld the man’s con-
viction in a case of causing 
hurt but curtailed his sen-
tence to five months and 19 
days already undergone. 

The fine was increased 
from Rs 1,000 to Rs 10,000, 
with directions that the 
amount be paid to the in-
jured complainant.

The case stemmed from 
an incident in August 2009, 
when a dispute erupted over 

canal water usage. 
The complainant ob-

jected to neighbours draw-
ing water before their allot-
ted time, leading to an 
alleged assault that caused 
injuries.

While explaining the 
reasoning behind the re-
duced sentence, the court 

observed that modern pe-
nology favours corrective 
measures such as probation 
and admonition, while bal-
ancing the interests of both 
the victim and the accused. 

Justice Chaudhary not-
ed that incarceration should 
not be the sole response to 
every offence.

HC Emphasises Reform, Cuts 
Sentence of Elderly Convict
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Jhajjar : The Ahlawat 
khap has given the Haryana 
government a seven-day 
deadline to release three 
youths arrested after alleged 
police encounters, following 
a large panchayat held at 
Dighal village that drew par-
ticipants from 27 villages.

During the meeting, 
khap leaders demanded the 
immediate release of Pankaj 
Ahlawat and two others, and 
announced the formation of 
a committee to pursue the 
matter further. Leaders from 
other khaps also attended the 
gathering.Ahlawat khap 
president Jai Singh said the 
community would appreci-
ate Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini if justice was en-
sured, but warned that an-
other panchayat would be 
convened after a week to de-
cide the next course of action 
if demands were ignored. He 
said the khap was willing to 
present the youths before the 
police whenever required for 
investigation.

Pankaj, the brother of 

BJP state spokesperson 
Pradeep Ahlawat and son of 
senior khap leader Anand 
Singh, was arrested along 
with two others after police 
claimed two separate en-
counters in Jhajjar and Beri 
areas. The police said Pankaj 
and an assistant sub-inspec-
tor, Parveen Kumar, suffered 
gunshot injuries during the 
incidents.

While Pankaj is under-
going treatment at PGIMS 
Rohtak, the injured ASI is 

admitted to a private hospital 
in Jhajjar. Addressing the 
panchayat, Anand Singh al-
leged the encounters were 
staged, claiming his son was 
taken to a field and shot in the 
leg by the police.

He further alleged that 
earlier in the evening, un-
identified men who were not 
in uniform had chased Pan-
kaj’s car after a verbal alter-
cation at a hotel. Believing 
he was under threat, Pankaj 
allegedly fired from his li-

censed weapon in self-de-
fence. Anand claimed that 
after his car developed a 
puncture and he later stopped 
on seeing a police vehicle, 
his son was detained and 
subsequently shot.

Pradeep Ahlawat told 
the gathering that he had ap-
prised the Chief Minister of 
the incident, who assured 
him of a fair probe. Police of-
ficials, however, have main-
tained that Pankaj fired at 
ASI Parveen Kumar during 

the first encounter, while 
Pankaj was injured when po-
lice retaliated in the second.

Tension escalated in Jha-
jjar district after the Ahlawat 
khap issued a seven-day ulti-
matum to the Haryana gov-
ernment, demanding the re-
lease of three youths arrested 
following alleged police en-
counters. The ultimatum was 
announced during a large 
khap panchayat held at 
Dighal village, which wit-
nessed participation from 
people representing as many 
as 27 villages, reflecting 
widespread community con-
cern over the incident.

The panchayat was con-
vened to protest the arrest of 
Pankaj Ahlawat and two 
other youths, whom khap 
leaders claimed were falsely 
implicated in encounter cas-
es. Speakers at the gathering 
questioned the police ver-
sion of events and alleged 
misuse of power, asserting 
that the arrests had shaken 
public confidence in law en-
forcement.

Khap Issues Ultimatum 
Over Encounter Arrests Ambala : Panic briefly 

gripped parts of Ambala on 
Monday after three schools 
received bomb threat emails, 
prompting immediate police 
action and intensive searches 
of the premises.

According to officials, 
two of the targeted schools 
are located in Ambala Can-
tonment and one in Ambala 
City. Police teams conducted 
thorough checks across all 
three institutions, but no sus-
picious objects were found.

Ambala Cantt SHO 
Jatinder Dhillon said the 
searches were comprehen-
sive and confirmed that the 
threats were not credible. An 
investigation has been initi-
ated to trace the source of the 
emails.The incident follows 
similar hoax emails sent on 
Friday to the Ambala Deputy 
Commissioner’s office and 
the Mini Secretariat in Ku-
rukshetra district. Those 
alerts also led to extensive 
security checks, which ulti-
mately found nothing amiss.

Panic briefly spread 
across parts of Ambala on 
Monday after three schools 
received bomb threat emails, 
triggering swift action by the 

police and security agencies. 
The threats caused concern 
among school authorities, 
parents, and students, lead-
ing to the immediate imple-
mentation of safety proto-
cols to ensure that no lives 
were at risk.

According to officials, 
two of the schools that re-
ceived the threatening emails 
are located in the Ambala 
Cantonment area, while the 
third is situated in Ambala 
City. As soon as the informa-
tion was received, local po-
lice were alerted and emer-
gency response teams were 
rushed to all three locations 
without delay.Police teams 
cordoned off the school 
premises and began inten-
sive search operations. Stu-
dents and staff were either 
evacuated or kept away from 
sensitive areas as a precau-
tionary measure. The search-
es were carried out methodi-
cally, covering classrooms, 
corridors, offices, play-
grounds, and other accessi-
ble areas within the campus-
es.Senior police officers 
supervised the operation to 
ensure that standard security 
procedures were strictly fol-

lowed. Bomb disposal 
squads and sniffer dog teams 
were also involved to rule 
out the presence of any ex-
plosive material or suspi-
cious objects.

After several hours of 
thorough checking, the po-
lice confirmed that no suspi-
cious items were found at 
any of the three schools. The 
absence of any threat mate-
rial brought relief to school 
authorities and parents, who 
had been anxiously awaiting 
official confirmation.Amba-
la Cantonment Station 
House Officer Jatinder Dhil-
lon stated that the searches 
were comprehensive and 
conducted with full caution. 
He confirmed that the bomb 
threats were later assessed as 
non-credible and appeared to 
be part of a hoax intended to 
create panic.Despite the 
threats being declared false, 
police officials emphasized 
that such alerts cannot be 
taken lightly. SHO Dhillon 
said every threat, regardless 
of its source, is treated as se-
rious until proven otherwise, 
as public safety remains the 
top priority for the adminis-
tration.

Bomb Threat Hoax 
Triggers School Searches

New Delhi : The Delhi 
Police Special Cell has ar-
rested a key member of the 
Kapil Sangwan alias Nandu 
gang at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, ending a 
nearly two-year-long hunt 
for the absconding accused.

The arrested man, Manoj 
Rathee, 33, a resident of Ba-
hadurgarh in Haryana’s Jhaj-
jar district, was intercepted 
on January 9 on the basis of a 
Look Out Circular. He had 
been declared a proclaimed 
offender in multiple criminal 
cases, including the murder 
of a property dealer in Najaf-
garh.

Police said Rathee is 
wanted in a 2021 murder 
case registered at Najafgarh 
police station, as well as two 
Arms Act cases. Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 

Amit Kaushik said Rathee’s 
name surfaced during the ar-
rest of two arms suppliers 
from Madhya Pradesh in 
February 2024, from whom 
12 illegal pistols were recov-
ered.

During interrogation, 
the suppliers revealed that 
the weapons were meant for 
Rathee and his associates. 
However, by then, Rathee 
had already fled the country, 
prompting a non-bailable 
warrant and issuance of an 
LOC.

Investigators said Rath-
ee joined the Nandu gang in 
2019 and allegedly partici-
pated in the Najafgarh mur-
der on the gang leader’s in-
structions. After spending 
about three years in jail, he 
was released on bail and al-
legedly resumed coordinat-

ing the supply of illegal 
weapons before fleeing 
abroad again.

Further investigation is 
underway to trace his links 
with Kapil Sangwan and 
other gang members.

The Delhi Police Special 
Cell has successfully appre-
hended a key fugitive associ-
ated with the notorious Kapil 
Sangwan alias Nandu gang 
at the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, marking the 
culmination of a nearly two-
year-long manhunt. The ar-
rest brings relief to law en-
forcement agencies, which 
had been tracking the ac-
cused across state and inter-
national borders.

The arrested individual 
has been identified as 
33-year-old Manoj Rathee, a 
resident of Bahadurgarh in 

Haryana’s Jhajjar district. 
Rathee was intercepted on 
January 9, acting on a Look 

Out Circular issued against 
him. He had been declared a 
proclaimed offender in mul-

tiple criminal cases, includ-
ing a high-profile murder of 
a property dealer in Najaf-
garh, Delhi.

Police sources con-
firmed that Rathee was want-
ed in a 2021 murder case 
registered at Najafgarh po-
lice station. In addition, he is 
implicated in two cases un-
der the Arms Act, reflecting 
his involvement in the illegal 
supply and handling of fire-
arms. Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Amit Kaushik not-
ed that Rathee’s name had 
come to the fore during the 
arrest of two arms suppliers 
from Madhya Pradesh in 
February 2024.

The arms suppliers had 
been apprehended in posses-
sion of 12 illegal pistols, 
which, upon interrogation, 
they admitted were intended 

for Rathee and his associ-
ates. By the time the police 
linked the weapons to him, 
Rathee had already fled the 
country, prompting authori-
ties to issue a non-bailable 
warrant against him and acti-
vate a Look Out Circular to 
prevent his entry back into 
India.

Investigators said that 
Rathee had joined the Nandu 
gang in 2019 and was alleg-
edly involved in the Najaf-
garh murder under the in-
structions of the gang leader, 
Kapil Sangwan. After being 
apprehended and spending 
around three years in jail, he 
was released on bail. Fol-
lowing his release, he report-
edly resumed coordinating 
the supply of illegal firearms 
before fleeing abroad once 
again to evade law enforce-

ment.
The Delhi Police Special 

Cell meticulously tracked 
Rathee’s movements over 
the past two years, coordi-
nating with airport authori-
ties and other agencies to 
ensure his interception upon 
re-entry into India. The use 
of the Look Out Circular 
proved crucial in preventing 
him from absconding once 
more.

Police officials high-
lighted that Rathee’s arrest is 
a significant breakthrough in 
their ongoing operations 
against organized criminal 
gangs operating in Delhi and 
surrounding regions. He was 
considered a key facilitator 
for the Nandu gang, particu-
larly in procuring weapons 
and coordinating criminal 
activities.

Fugitive Gang Member Nabbed at IGI Airport

New Delhi : Haryana 
Energy Minister Anil Vij met 
Union Minister for Energy 
and Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Manohar Lal Khattar to 
review and strengthen the 
state’s power generation and 
distribution framework, with 
the objective of ensuring un-
interrupted and quality elec-
tricity supply.During the 
meeting, both leaders re-
viewed the present status of 
Haryana’s energy sector and 
explored measures to further 
reinforce generation capaci-
ty, improve distribution net-
works and expand renewable 
energy initiatives. They also 
discussed the need for stron-
ger Centre–State coordina-
tion to fast-track develop-
ment projects and ensure that 
benefits of energy schemes 
reach the public more effec-
tively.the meeting, Anil Vij 
said improving the power 
system remained the govern-
ment’s top priority. He stated 
that discussions focused on 
ensuring seamless electricity 
supply and securing central 
support so that energy-relat-
ed schemes directly benefit-
ted consumers across the 

state.Vij added that there had 
been no power supply issues 
during the winter season and 
that demand and supply were 
well balanced. He said trans-
formers and conductors were 
being upgraded wherever re-
quired, with major upgrada-
tion work underway in Guru-
gram and Faridabad.On coal 
linkage, Vij said every new 
thermal unit required assured 
coal supply. He informed that 
800 MW units were planned 
at Panipat and Khedar in 
Hisar, and the Centre had re-
cently allocated a coal link-

age for the Khedar unit, 
which would speed up its 
construction. He also noted 
that work was progressing on 
the 800 MW unit in Yamu-
nanagar, whose foundation 
stone was laid by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.Hary-
ana Energy Minister Anil Vij 
met with Union Minister for 
Energy and Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs Manohar Lal 
Khattar in New Delhi to dis-
cuss measures to strengthen 
the state’s power generation 
and distribution framework. 
The meeting aimed at ensur-

ing uninterrupted and high-
quality electricity supply to 
consumers across Haryana, 
reflecting the state govern-
ment’s focus on energy secu-
rity and infrastructure devel-
opment.During their 
discussions, both ministers 
reviewed the current status of 
Haryana’s energy sector, ex-
amining challenges in gener-
ation, distribution, and trans-
mission. 

They explored strategies 
to enhance generation capac-
ity, modernize the distribu-
tion network, and accelerate 
the adoption of renewable 
energy initiatives, signaling a 
comprehensive approach to 
meet rising energy demands.
The leaders also emphasized 
the importance of Centre–
State coordination in imple-
menting energy projects effi-
ciently. They discussed 
mechanisms to fast-track de-
velopment initiatives and en-
sure that central support 
translates into tangible bene-
fits for citizens, particularly 
through energy schemes 
aimed at improving supply 
reliability and reducing pow-
er outages.

Vij, Khattar Discuss Power Push

Gurugram : The inter-
nal rift within the Haryana 
BJP came into sharper focus 
after Union Minister Rao In-
derjit Singh stayed away 
from a press conference 
chaired by state minister Rao 
Narbir on the VB-G RAM G 
scheme.

Addressing the media, 
Rao Narbir took a pointed 
dig at the Gurugram MP, re-
sponding to earlier remarks 
questioning his political 
abilities. Narbir said he be-
gan his political career by 
defeating Rao Inderjit in his 
stronghold of Jatusana, and 
suggested that age may be af-
fecting his rival’s recollec-
tion of past events.

Dismissing suggestions 
of indiscipline within the 
party, Narbir described the 

public exchange of views as 
an exercise of free speech in 
a democratic setup. He 
maintained that differing 
opinions did not harm the 
party.The tension was evi-
dent on stage as Gurugram 
MLA Mukesh Sharma, con-
sidered close to Rao Inderjit, 
shared space with Narbir 
during the event. The rivalry 
between the two senior Ahir 
leaders has intensified in re-
cent weeks, with sharp state-
ments from both sides.

A day earlier, Narbir had 
remarked that Rao Inderjit 
had received unprecedented 
political advantages, point-
ing to his Union Cabinet po-
sition and his daughter Arti 
Rao’s role as a state minister. 
Responding from Rewari, 
Arti Rao likened her father’s 

stature to a banyan tree and 
said critics relied on his 
name for relevance.

The Opposition has 
seized upon the public spar-
ring to target the BJP over 
internal discord, while the 
party leadership has re-
mained silent on the issue.

The ongoing internal rift 
within the Haryana BJP be-
came more visible when 
Union Minister Rao Inderjit 
Singh chose to stay away 
from a press conference 
chaired by state minister Rao 
Narbir, focused on the VB-G 
RAM G scheme. Singh’s ab-
sence underscored the grow-
ing tensions between the two 
senior party leaders, both 
prominent figures from the 
Ahir community, and high-
lighted deepening fissures 

within the state unit.
During the press brief-

ing, Rao Narbir appeared to 
respond indirectly to earlier 
remarks made by Rao Inder-
jit questioning his political 
abilities. Narbir reminded 
the audience that he had be-
gun his political career by 
defeating Rao Inderjit in his 
stronghold of Jatusana, sub-
tly asserting his own politi-
cal credentials while sug-
gesting that age might be 
affecting his rival’s memory 
of past events.

Despite the apparent 
tension, Narbir dismissed 
suggestions of indiscipline 
within the party. He empha-
sized that the exchange of 
differing opinions in public 
was a legitimate exercise of 
free speech within a demo-

cratic framework, and that 
such disagreements did not 
pose a threat to the BJP’s co-
hesion or functioning.

The strain between the 
two leaders was noticeable 
even on stage, as Gurugram 
MLA Mukesh Sharma—
known to be close to Rao In-
derjit—shared space with 
Narbir during the event. Ob-
servers noted the awkward 
dynamics, highlighting how 
personal rivalries were play-
ing out in highly public fo-
rums, attracting political at-
tention beyond the 
immediate party circle.

The rivalry between 
Narbir and Rao Inderjit has 
intensified over recent 
weeks, with both leaders 
making sharp statements in 
the media. A day prior, Nar-

bir remarked that Rao Inder-
jit had benefited from un-
precedented political 
advantages, pointing to his 
Union Cabinet position and 
the influential role of his 
daughter, Arti Rao, as a state 
minister.

Arti Rao, responding 
from Rewari, defended her 
father’s stature and influ-
ence. She compared him to a 
banyan tree, suggesting that 
his political standing pro-
vided support and shelter, 
while critics, she said, relied 
on his name to maintain their 
own relevance in political 
discourse.

The exchange has am-
plified perceptions of fac-
tionalism within the Hary-
ana BJP, particularly among 
party members aligned with 

either of the two Ahir lead-
ers. Analysts suggest that 
such visible disputes could 
complicate party unity ahead 
of upcoming elections and 
internal organizational deci-
sions.

The absence of Union 
Minister Rao Inderjit at Nar-
bir’s press conference has 
been widely interpreted as a 
deliberate signal, reflecting 
his growing dissatisfaction 
with the ongoing public ex-
changes and the perceived 
challenge to his political 
stature within the state unit.

Political observers also 
noted that the media has in-
creasingly highlighted the 
contrasting styles and ap-
proaches of the two leaders. 
While Narbir has adopted a 
confrontational and asser-

tive tone, Rao Inderjit’s 
camp appears to be using 
strategic absence and indi-
rect statements to counter 
perceived slights, intensify-
ing the narrative of a leader-
ship struggle.

The Opposition parties 
have capitalized on the un-
folding public sparring, tar-
geting the BJP for internal 
discord. They argue that 
such visible rivalries under-
mine governance and dis-
tract the ruling party from 
addressing public issues, 
framing the conflict as a sign 
of deeper structural weak-
nesses

Meanwhile, the BJP 
state leadership has re-
mained largely silent, re-
fraining from commenting 
on the feud. 

BJP Rift Deepens as Rao Inderjit Skips Meet

Yamunanagar : The 
Haryana Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Depart-
ment has suspended the li-
cence of Bajwa Trading 
Company following irregu-
larities linked to the move-
ment of subsidised urea.

Farmers had intercepted 
three trucks carrying 2,120 
bags of agriculture-grade 
urea while unloading at a go-
down in Ahluwala village on 
January 14. Deputy Director 
of Agriculture Dr Aditya 
Pratap Dabas said discrepan-
cies were found in the e-way 
bills produced at the spot.

He explained that al-
though the trucks were inter-
cepted around 3 pm, the e-
way bills showed generation 
times between 5.14 pm and 
5.19 pm, raising serious 
doubts about the legitimacy 
of transportation and sales. 
The invoices being generat-
ed after detection led author-
ities to term the process sus-
picious.

The Haryana Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare 
Department has suspended 
the licence of Bajwa Trading 
Company following irregu-

larities discovered in the 
movement of subsidised 
urea, officials said. The ac-
tion came after farmers inter-
cepted trucks carrying large 
quantities of agricultural-
grade urea, raising suspi-
cions about the legality of the 
transactions and the compa-
ny’s operations.

The incident occurred on 
January 14 at a godown in 
Ahluwala village, where 
farmers stopped three trucks 
transporting 2,120 bags of 
urea. 

Concerned about poten-
tial diversion or misuse of 

the subsidised fertiliser, the 
farmers reported the matter 
to authorities, prompting an 
immediate investigation by 
the department.

Deputy Director of Agri-
culture Dr Aditya Pratap Da-
bas confirmed that discrep-
ancies were found in the 
e-way bills presented by the 
truck drivers. While the ve-
hicles were intercepted 
around 3 pm, the e-way bills 
indicated generation times 
between 5.14 pm and 5.19 
pm, well after the trucks had 
already arrived at the go-
down.

The mismatch in timings 
raised serious doubts about 
the authenticity of the trans-
portation and sales records. 
Officials noted that the in-
voices appeared to have been 
generated after the intercep-
tion, leading to suspicions of 
manipulation and non-com-
pliance with statutory proce-
dures for transporting subsi-
dised fertilisers.

Following verification 
of the documents, the Agri-
culture Department took the 
decision to suspend Bajwa 
Trading Company’s licence 
pending a detailed inquiry. 
The suspension serves as a 
precautionary measure to 
prevent further irregularities 
while the investigation pro-
ceeds.

Authorities emphasized 
that the strict regulation of 
subsidised fertilisers is criti-
cal to ensuring that farmers 
receive the intended benefits 
and that no diversion or 
black-market sale takes 
place. Subsidised urea is 
meant exclusively for agri-
cultural purposes, and any 
attempt to misuse it is treated 
as a serious offence.

Fertiliser Firm Licence Suspended
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New Delhi: Shrachi 
Bengal Tigers forward Lal-
remsiami reflected on her 
side’s runners-up finish in 
the Women’s Hockey India 
League (HIL) 2025-26, call-
ing the seasona valuable 
learning experience both 
personally and collectively, 
while expressing confi-
dencethat the team will go 
one step further next year.

“It was a very good sea-
son for us and I got a lot to 
learn from it. Of course, we 
wanted to win the title and 
become champions, but as a 
team I think we performed 
really well. Sometimes the 
final result is not in your con-
trol, but overall, I really liked 
the HIL this time. We en-
joyed it a lot and learned a lot 
together,” Lalremsiami said.

The Tigers were in-
volved in multiple high-
pressure encounters that 
went down to penalty shoot-
outs, including the Final 
against SG Pipers. Reflect-
ing on those moments, the 
Indian veteran said the team 
focused more on backing 
their own strengths rather 
than overthinking the out-
come.

“In our matches against 
the Pipers earlier, one game 
went to shootout after we 
conceded late, and in the 
other we dominated most of 
the match but couldn’t score. 
So, we felt the matches were 
ours to win and that we had 
let them slip rather than be-
ing outplayed. Before the 
Final, the idea was simple – 
play our game, focus on our-
selves and our skills, and try 
to finish the match in regula-
tion time. Unfortunately, it 
didn’t happen, but the expe-
rience was very important 
for all of us.”

After a slow start to the 
tournament, Shrachi Bengal 
Tigers found consistency 
and momentum as the league 
progressed. Lalremsiami 
credited the team environ-
ment, communication and 
leadership group for build-
ing strong on-field chemistry 
in a short period.

“We didn’t have much 

time to build combinations, 
but everyone – players and 
coaches – gave 100 percent 
to understand each other 
quickly. Our team culture 
and communication were 
very good, and that helped us 
on the pitch. Senior players 
handled the team very well 
and guided the younger play-
ers. Everyone played their 
own game, and that consis-
tency was very important for 
us.”

Looking ahead, the 
25-year-old was clear about 
the team’s ambition. “Last 
time we finished third, this 
season we finished second. 
Next season, we will defi-
nitely aim for the trophy,” 
she said.

Individually, Lalremsia-
mi enjoyed one of her most 
productive seasons, scoring 
three goals and finishing 
among the top five scorers in 
the tournament, after playing 
the full campaign as a striker.

“In the last season, I was 
playing more as a midfielder, 
but this season I played the 
entire tournament as a strik-
er. That gave me more 
chances to score goals. The 
midfielders and defenders 
supported me a lot, and I’m 
really grateful for that. I en-
joyed this season and I’m 
happy with how I played.”

She added that the 
league significantly im-
proved her decision-making 
inside the circle.

“As a striker, you have to 
make quick decisions in 1v1 
situations and under pres-
sure inside the circle. In Hero 
HIL, I experienced a lot of 
those moments. Sometimes I 
made wrong decisions early 
on, but match by match I 
learned what to do better. Es-
pecially inside the circle, my 
decision-making has im-
proved a lot.”

Speaking about the 
strong Indian core in the Ti-
gers squad, Lalremsiami 
highlighted the importance 
of familiarity and leadership.

“Players like Vandana, 
Monika, and Gurjeet are our 
seniors and we play together 
for India, but we hadn’t 

played together for some 
time. Reuniting in HIL was 
exciting and a lot of fun. As 
Indian players, we under-
stand our responsibility to 
guide the juniors, communi-
cate well under pressure

and help everyone play 
their natural game. I think we 
succeeded in doing that.”

The forward also under-
lined the impact of leagues 
like the Women’s HIL on In-
dian players’ confidence. 
“Hero HIL is a huge stage. 
Young players dream of 
playing here and playing 
alongside foreign players. 
When you start, the confi-
dence may not be very high, 
but with time it increases a 
lot. For both seniors and 
youngsters, this league is 
very important for improve-
ment.”

With a packed interna-
tional calendar ahead, in-
cluding Women’s 2026 FIH 
Hockey World Cup Qualifi-
ers, which are set to take 
place in Hyderabad in 
March, 2026 Asian Games 
and other major tourna-
ments, Lalremsiami believes 
her HIL experience will 
prove crucial.

“We will play many 
high-pressure matches 
where shootouts can decide 
the result. In HIL, we faced 
many of those situations, so 
mentally it helps a lot. Even 
when you miss or fail, you 
learn. I want to keep improv-
ing, score more goals and 
build confidence in my 
skills. This experience will 
definitely help me in the up-
coming World Cup qualifiers 
and future tournaments.”

“Women’s HIL helped 
me grow as a striker & han-

dle pressure moments bet-
ter”: Lalremsiami

New Delhi, Jan 19 (UNI) 
Shrachi Bengal Tigers for-
ward Lalremsiami reflected 
on her side’s runners-up fin-
ish in the Women’s Hockey 
India League (HIL) 2025-
26, calling the seasona valu-
able learning experience 
both personally and collec-
tively, while expressing con-
fidencethat the team will go 
one step further next year.

“It was a very good sea-
son for us and I got a lot to 
learn from it. Of course, we 
wanted to win the title and 
become champions, but as a 
team I think we performed 
really well. Sometimes the 
final result is not in your con-
trol, but overall, I really liked 
the HIL this time. We en-
joyed it a lot and learned a lot 
together,” Lalremsiami said.

The Tigers were in-
volved in multiple high-
pressure encounters that 
went down to penalty shoot-
outs, including the Final 
against SG Pipers. Reflect-
ing on those moments, the 
Indian veteran said the team 
focused more on backing 
their own strengths rather 
than overthinking the out-
come.

“In our matches against 
the Pipers earlier, one game 
went to shootout after we 
conceded late, and in the 
other we dominated most of 
the match but couldn’t score. 
So, we felt the matches were 
ours to win and that we had 
let them slip rather than be-
ing outplayed. Before the 
Final, the idea was simple – 
play our game, focus on our-
selves and our skills, and try 
to finish the match in regula-

tion time. Unfortunately, it 
didn’t happen, but the expe-
rience was very important 
for all of us.”

After a slow start to the 
tournament, Shrachi Bengal 
Tigers found consistency 
and momentum as the league 
progressed. Lalremsiami 
credited the team environ-
ment, communication and 
leadership group for build-
ing strong on-field chemistry 
in a short period.

“We didn’t have much 
time to build combinations, 
but everyone – players and 
coaches – gave 100 percent 
to understand each other 
quickly. Our team culture 
and communication were 
very good, and that helped us 
on the pitch. Senior players 
handled the team very well 
and guided the younger play-
ers. Everyone played their 
own game, and that consis-
tency was very important for 
us.”

Looking ahead, the 
25-year-old was clear about 
the team’s ambition. “Last 
time we finished third, this 
season we finished second. 
Next season, we will defi-
nitely aim for the trophy,” 
she said.

Individually, Lalremsia-
mi enjoyed one of her most 
productive seasons, scoring 
three goals and finishing 
among the top five scorers in 
the tournament, after playing 
the full campaign as a striker.

“In the last season, I was 
playing more as a midfielder, 
but this season I played the 
entire tournament as a strik-
er. That gave me more 
chances to score goals. The 
midfielders and defenders 
supported me a lot, and I’m 
really grateful for that. I en-
joyed this season and I’m 
happy with how I played.”

She added that the 
league significantly im-
proved her decision-making 
inside the circle.

“As a striker, you have to 
make quick decisions in 1v1 
situations and under pres-
sure inside the circle. In Hero 
HIL, I experienced a lot of 
those moments. Sometimes I 

made wrong decisions early 
on, but match by match I 
learned what to do better. Es-
pecially inside the circle, my 
decision-making has im-
proved a lot.”

Speaking about the 
strong Indian core in the Ti-
gers squad, Lalremsiami 
highlighted the importance 
of familiarity and leadership.

“Players like Vandana, 
Monika, and Gurjeet are our 
seniors and we play together 
for India, but we hadn’t 
played together for some 
time. Reuniting in HIL was 
exciting and a lot of fun. As 
Indian players, we under-
stand our responsibility to 
guide the juniors, communi-
cate well under pressure

and help everyone play 
their natural game. I think we 
succeeded in doing that.”

The forward also under-
lined the impact of leagues 
like the Women’s HIL on In-
dian players’ confidence. 
“Hero HIL is a huge stage. 
Young players dream of 
playing here and playing 
alongside foreign players. 
When you start, the confi-
dence may not be very high, 
but with time it increases a 
lot. For both seniors and 
youngsters, this league is 
very important for improve-
ment.”

With a packed interna-
tional calendar ahead, in-
cluding Women’s 2026 FIH 
Hockey World Cup Qualifi-
ers, which are set to take 
place in Hyderabad in 
March, 2026 Asian Games 
and other major tourna-
ments, Lalremsiami believes 
her HIL experience will 
prove crucial.

“We will play many 
high-pressure matches 
where shootouts can decide 
the result. In HIL, we faced 
many of those situations, so 
mentally it helps a lot. Even 
when you miss or fail, you 
learn. I want to keep improv-
ing, score more goals and 
build confidence in my 
skills. This experience will 
definitely help me in the up-
coming World Cup qualifiers 
and future tournaments.”

“Women’s HIL helped me grow as a striker & 
handle pressure moments better”: Lalremsiami

Noida : Straight from 
Haryana’s wrestling heart-
land, Sisai, Tiigers of Mum-
bai Dangal’s 53kg pick, Jyoti 
Sihag, produced one of the 
standout results of Pro Wres-
tling League 2.0, defeating 
Paris 2024 Olympic silver 
medallist Yusneylys Guz-
man Lopez of Cuba 9-5 on 
Sunday at the Noida Indoor 
Stadium.With the scores tied 
at 5-5 and only 20 seconds 
remaining, the 2024 World 
Military Wrestling Champi-
onships gold medallist 
sealed her victory with a de-
cisive takedown during the 
Power Minute, turning the 
bout in the closing seconds 
and capping a composed, 
high-pressure performance.

Speaking of her triumph, 
Jyoti said, “I want to thank 
my team and Aksha (Kam-
boj) ma’am, who believed in 
me, who trusted me and gave 
me an opportunity to repre-
sent Tiigers of Mumbai Dan-
gals in Pro Wrestling League. 
This is my debut season. I am 
happy with my performance 
today and getting a good bout 
result for the team. I hope I 
can continue this form, and I 
am sure we will find our win-
ning strength in the next 
match.”Stepping into the 
league environment with Ti-
igers of Mumbai Dangals, 
Jyoti reflected the fearless 
approach the Mumbai fran-
chise represents, embracing 
the spirit of the city that never 
sleeps. Under lights and 
noise, Jyoti stayed measured, 
drawing strength from her 
corner and executing with 
intent rather than urgency. It 
was a performance that justi-
fied the faith shown in her 

and aligned seamlessly with 
the identity Tiigers are shap-
ing in their debut campaign.

Commenting on Jyoti's 
achievement, Aksha Kam-
boj, Co-Owner, Tiigers of 
Mumbai Dangals, said, 
“What Jyoti did out there re-
flects the kind of belief and 
fearlessness we want this 
team to play with. She 
backed her ability, stayed 
brave under pressure, and 
showed what’s possible 
when talent meets confi-
dence. This group has the 
hunger and the mindset to do 
something special, and mo-
ments like these show the di-
rection we’re moving in and 
the standards we’re trying to 
build.”Jyoti began wrestling 
in her early teens, driven by 
her uncle’s belief that she 
could reach the highest level 
of the sport. With steady 
backing from her family, in-
cluding her husband and his 
family, she progressed 
through the domestic circuit 
before making her mark in-
ternationally. A defining mo-
ment came in Yerevan, Ar-
menia, where she secured 
international gold by defeat-
ing Mongolia’s Monkh-
boldyn Dolgoon 10–0 in the 
55kg final, underlining her 
control and competitiveness 
on the mat.“I credit my vic-
tory today to my uncle. He 
had a dream: to see me be-
come a world champion. I 
haven’t yet achieved that 
dream, but after defeating an 
Olympic silver medalist to-
day, I feel I have it in me to 
fulfill it one day–that spark 
which he saw that made me 
believe I could achieve such 
great things,” Jyoti added.

Pro Wrestling League: Jyoti Sihag Downs Olympic 
Silver Medallist Guzman Lopez

Jaipur : KogniVera IT 
Solutions, in association 
with the Rajasthan Polo 
Club, on Monday unveiled a 
landmark moment in the 
world of polo with the launch 
of the KogniVera Polo Cup 
2026 trophy, set to become 
the largest polo trophy glob-
ally, standing at an imposing 
nearly seven feet tall. Sur-
passing the previous six-foot 
benchmark held by the Ko-
lanka Cup in Chennai, the 
towering trophy redefines 
scale and symbolism in the 
sport, reflecting ambition, 
excellence and a deep re-
spect for polo’s rich heritage.

The trophy was unveiled 
at Sonu Nigam’s ‘Deewana 
Tera’ Tour at Zee Studios, Si-

tapura, in the presence of 
Sawai Padmanabh Singh of 
Jaipur.

The dramatic reveal, set 
against the energy of a 
packed concert venue, offi-
cially marking the count-
down to one of the most an-
ticipated fixtures on India’s 
polo calendar.

The tournament will fea-
ture India’s and the world’s 
finest riders and exceptional 
polo ponies, promising 
fiercely contested chukkers 
and high-octane on-field ac-
tion. Over the course of the 
tournament, multiple teams 
will compete in league and 
knockout matches starting 
from January 26, 2026, cul-
minating in a grand final on 

February 1, 2026.
The tournament will be 

held across different polo 
grounds in Jaipur.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Kamlesh Sharma, 
Managing Director & CEO, 
KogniVera IT Solutions, 
said, “Polo is a sport that rep-
resents precision, discipline 
and teamwork — values that 
resonate strongly with us at 
KogniVera. The KogniVera 
Polo Cup 2026 is not just 
about competition; it is about 
celebrating heritage, nurtur-
ing sporting

excellence and bringing 
together a community that 
values tradition and innova-
tion alike. The decision to 
create the world’s largest 

polo trophy was a deliberate 
one, it reflects our ambition 
to set new benchmarks, hon-
our the stature of the sport, 
and create a lasting symbol 
of excellence. We are im-
mensely proud to associate 
our name with a trophy and a 
tournament that stand for 
scale, legacy and the relent-
less pursuit of excellence.”

With Jaipur’s iconic 
polo grounds as the back-
drop, the KogniVera Polo 
Cup 2026 is expected to at-
tract polo enthusiasts, sports 
connoisseurs and cultural 
patrons from across India 
and abroad, reinforcing the 
city’s position as a premier 
destination for elite eques-
trian sport.

KogniVera Polo Cup 2026 unveils 
world’s tallest Polo trophy in Jaipur

Melbourne:  Iga Swi-
atek’s quest to create history 
by completing a career 
Grand Slam began on a cau-
tious and underwhelming 
note as the world number 
two battled past Chinese 
qualifier Yuan Yue in the first 
round of the Australian Open 
on Monday.

The Melbourne title re-
mains the only Grand Slam 
missing from Swiatek’s oth-
erwise glittering résumé, and 
expectations were high as 
the Polish star stepped onto 
Rod Laver Arena to begin 
her campaign.

However, the four-time 
Grand Slam champion strug-
gled to find rhythm early, 
particularly on serve, and 
was pushed far harder than 
anticipated by the 130th-
ranked Yuan.Swiatek com-
mitted a surprising 34 un-

forced errors during the 
match, frequently misfiring 
off both wings as she 
searched for timing and con-

sistency, according to BBC 
Sport.Yuan, playing with 
freedom and little pressure, 
seized on Swiatek’s early 
rustiness, forcing the top 
seed into a tight opening set 

that went to a tiebreak.
Despite moments of vis-

ible frustration, Swiatek 
showed composure when it 

mattered most, edging the 
first set 7-6 (7-5) to regain 
control of the contest.

The Pole raised her level 
in the second set, cutting 
down on errors and using her 

superior movement and 
baseline depth to gradually 
wear down the Chinese qual-
ifier.Swiatek eventually 
sealed a 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 victo-
ry, ensuring her campaign 
for a seventh Grand Slam ti-
tle stayed on track, albeit 
without the dominance she is 
known for.Reflecting on the 
match, Swiatek admitted she 
was far from her best but 
took encouragement from 
winning despite the 
difficulties.“It wasn’t perfect 
but that’s why I am happy,” 
Swiatek said. “It is not hard 
to win matches when every-
thing is going well. Today it 
wasn’t, but I managed to 
win, so that’s good.”One 
area of concern for Swiatek 
was her second serve, which 
was repeatedly targeted by 
Yuan, who won 59 percent of 
the points off it.

Swiatek begins abid for history with shaky 

London: Arsenal may 
have left Nottingham Forest 
on Saturday night regretting 
a missed opportunity. The 
reality is they will actually 
never have a better chance of 
ending aPremier League title 
drought stretching back to 
'The Invincibles' of 2004.
Mikel Arteta's side have 
emerged from the weekend 
with an advantage stretched 
to seven points as the chasing 
pack aiming to put them un-
der pressure stumbled badly, 
according to BBC Sport.Ar-
senal and Arteta will rightly 
urge caution, but the Gun-
ners will never forgive them-
selves if they do not claim the 
crown that has proved so elu-
sive, faced with the domina-
tion of Manchester City and 
the successes of Liverpool.
When every circumstance is 
examined, this feels like the 
'now or never' season for Ar-
teta's Arsenal. If they fail to 
win the title this season from 
such a position, the regrets 
will run deep. Everything 
isin place for a triumphant 
surge towards the finishing 
tape.Back-to-back goalless 

draws has left some ques-
tioning Arsenal's firepower 
but, with the tightest defence 
in the league and their rivals 
continually slipping up, it 
would take a brave person to 
back against them now. Big-
ger leads have been lost at the 
top of the Premier League 
before - and laterin the sea-
son - but none of the teams 
below them are showing 
signs of producing the con-
sistency needed to challenge 
them.Manchester City failed 
to turn up the pressure valve 
before Arsenal travelled to 
the City Ground by losing 
the derby at Manchester 
United - a fourth straight 
match without a win. And 
then, here at Villa Park, As-
ton Villa saw their hopes of 

leap-frogging Pep Guardio-
la's side into second place 
undone as excellent Everton 
secured a fully deserved win.

As for reigning champi-
ons Liverpool, they have 
mounted a miserable de-
fence of their crown, Satur-
day's disappointing draw 
against Burnley at Anfield 
that provoked jeers from 
their fansleaving them 
fourth, a distant 14 points be-
hind Arsenal.Villa had won 
their previous 11 games at 
home, but Everton threat-
ened the decisive moments 
long before Thierno Barry 
cashed in on keeper Emi 
Martinez's decision to turn a 
routine stop into an item for 
his showreel with a classy 
finish.

'Arsenal will never forgive 
themselves if they don't win title now' Melbourne:  Victoria 

Mboko made a confident 
start to her 2026 Australian 
Open campaign, advancing 
to the second round with a 
straight-sets victory on 
Monday.

The 19-year-old Cana-
dian, seeded 17th, overcame 
Australian teenager Emer-
son Jones 6-4, 6-1 in an all-

teenage first-round encoun-
ter at Melbourne Park. 
Despite strong support for 
the home favourite, Mboko 
delivered a composed and 
authoritative performance to 
register her first win of the 
tournament.

The opening set was 
closely contested, with both 
players holding serve 

through the early stages. At 
4-4, Mboko shifted gears, 
unleashing her powerful 
forehand and greater consis-
tency from the baseline to 
break Jones and close out the 
set 6-4.

Momentum firmly with 
her, Mboko dominated the 
second set, racing through it 
6-1 in what proved to be an 

almost flawless display. 
Jones, ranked 153 in the 
world, struggled to contain 
the Canadian’s pace and 
depth, even as the crowd at-
tempted to lift the local teen-
ager.Fresh off a runner-up 
finish at the Adelaide Inter-
national, Mboko’s perfor-
mance at the 1573 Arena un-
derlined her growing stature 

on the WTA Tour. She 
wrapped up the match in one 
hour and 12 minutes, show-
casing maturity beyond her 
years.

Mboko will next face 
American Caty McNally in 
the second round as she 
looks to build on her promis-
ing start at the season’s first 
Grand Slam.

Victoria Mboko storms into second round at 2026 Australian Open

Madrid:  The Laureus World 
Sports Awards will take place in Ma-
drid for the 2026 edition, with the 
Spanish capital set to host the presti-
gious ceremony for the third consec-
utive time.The awards, which recog-
nise outstanding achievements 
across global sport, will be held on 
Monday, April 20, at the Cibeles Pal-
ace in central Madrid. The venue also 
staged the previous two editions of 
the annual event, further reinforcing 
the city’s growing association with 
international sporting excellence.

Laureus World Sports Academy 

member and former Real Madrid and 
Spain footballer Raúl González 
Blanco welcomed the decision to 
host the awards in his home city once 
again, highlighting the broader im-
pact of sport beyond competition.

“I feel truly honoured that my 
home city is once again hosting this 
wonderful celebration of global 
sport,” Blanco said. “The Laureus 
World Sports Awards are special not 
only because they recognise sporting 
achievement and success, but also 
the positive change that sport can 
drive in our society.”Since the 2024 

edition, the Laureus Awards in Ma-
drid have been closely linked with 
Laureus-supported community ini-
tiatives in and around the city. These 
programmes focus on providing edu-
cational opportunities and encourag-
ing young people to engage in sport 
as a means of social development and 
inclusion.The Laureus platform also 
continues to engage elite athletes as 
ambassadors for social change. Real 
Madrid midfielder Jude Bellingham, 
who won the Laureus World Break-
through of the Year Award in 2024, 
was named a Laureus Ambassador in 

September, further strengthening the 
organisation’s connection with con-
temporary sporting icons.Winners 
across seven major categories will 
each receive a Laureus Sports statu-
ette, with recipients selected by the 
Laureus World Sports Academy jury, 
made up of former world-class ath-
letes.At the 25th anniversary Laureus 
World Sports Awards held last year, 
world pole vault record holder Mon-
do Duplantis was named Sportsman 
of the Year, while gymnastics legend 
Simone Biles claimed the Sports-
woman of the Year honour.

Laureus World Sports Awards 
to be held in Madrid in 2026
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Tech Mahindra 1,718.30 2.86
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68,516.90

59,647.65

26,246.10

Mumbai : Indian equity 
benchmarks Sensex and Nifty 
ended lower on Monday, 
weighed down by sharp losses 
in heavyweight stocks such as 
Reliance Industries, Eternal, 
and ICICI Bank amid persis-
tent global tariff-related uncer-
tainties.

Investor sentiment re-
mained fragile as concerns 
over global trade tensions, a 
weakening rupee, and contin-
ued foreign capital outflows 
kept market participants cau-
tious, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
declined 324.17 points, or 0.39 
per cent, to close at 83,246.18. 
During intraday trade, the 
benchmark index fell as much 
as 672.04 points, or 0.80 per 
cent, to hit a low of 82,898.31.

Similarly, the broader 
NSE Nifty slipped 108.85 
points, or 0.42 per cent, to set-
tle at 25,585.50, snapping its 
recent gains.

Heavyweight Reliance In-
dustries emerged as the big-
gest drag on the indices, falling 
3.04 per cent after the compa-
ny reported a flat net profit of 
Rs 18,645 crore for the third 
quarter.

The muted earnings per-
formance came as a decline in 
gas production and weakness 
in the retail segment offset 
gains in other business verti-
cals, disappointing investors.

Banking stocks also faced 
selling pressure, with ICICI 
Bank sliding 2.26 per cent fol-
lowing a decline in its Decem-
ber-quarter consolidated prof-
it.

The lender’s profit fell 
2.68 per cent to Rs 12,537.98 
crore, impacted by an RBI-
mandated Rs 1,283-crore pro-
vision related to agricultural 
loans that were wrongly classi-
fied as priority sector advanc-
es.On a standalone basis, ICI-
CI Bank, the country’s 

second-largest private sector 
lender, reported a more than 4 
per cent decline in October–
December profit at Rs 12,883 
crore.Other prominent Sensex 
laggards included Eternal, Ti-
tan, Adani Ports, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, and UltraTech 

Cement, reflecting broad-
based selling across sectors.

However, selective buy-
ing was seen in pockets of the 
market, with InterGlobe Avia-
tion, Tech Mahindra, Hindu-
stan Unilever, and Bajaj Fi-
nance ending the session in the 

green.Asian markets present-
ed a mixed picture, as South 
Korea’s Kospi index and 
Shanghai’s SSE Composite 
closed higher, while Japan’s 
Nikkei 225 and Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng ended lower.

European markets were 
trading significantly lower 
during Indian market hours, 
mirroring the cautious global 
mood, while US markets had 
ended marginally lower on 
Friday.“Global risk appetite 
weakened after US President 
Donald Trump announced 
new tariff threats against eight 
European nations, reigniting 
concerns of a potential US–EU 
trade dispute,” said Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research at Geo-
jit Investments Limited.“This 
development triggered a broad 
risk-off mood across global 
equity markets, prompting in-
vestors to rotate toward safe-
haven assets like gold,” he 
added.

On the domestic front, 
market sentiment remained 
subdued amid continued for-
eign institutional investor (FII) 
outflows, with volatility ex-
pected to persist as the third-
quarter earnings season pro-
gresses.Currency markets 
added to the pressure, with the 
rupee breaching the 91-per-
dollar mark for the second time 
this month before ending 14 
paise lower at 90.92 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar.

In the commodities mar-
ket, Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, slipped 1.22 per 
cent to USD 63.35 per barrel, 
offering some relief on the in-
flation front.Data from the ex-
changes showed that foreign 
institutional investors offload-
ed equities worth Rs 4,346.13 
crore on Friday, while domes-
tic institutional investors 
stepped in as buyers, purchas-
ing stocks worth Rs 3,935.31 
crore.

Sensex, Nifty succumb to selling 
pressure in blue-chips Reliance, ICICI Bank

New Delhi: Public Sec-
tor Banks (PSBs) have sanc-
tioned loans worth more than 
Rs 52,300 crore to nearly 
3.96 lakh Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) during the period 
from April 1 to December 
31, 2025, under the newly 
introduced digital credit as-
sessment model, an official 
statement said on Monday 
here.

The digital model marks 
a major shift in the way 
MSME loans are processed, 
replacing traditional manual 
evaluation with a technolo-
gy-driven system that relies 
on verified digital data.

The initiative aims to im-
prove speed, transparency 
and reach of credit delivery 
to small businesses across 
the country.

Under this framework, 
banks assess loan applica-
tions using digital footprints 

such as GST filings, income 
tax data, bank transaction 
history and credit bureau in-
formation.

This has significantly re-
duced paperwork and short-

ened turnaround time, en-
abling faster in-principle 
approvals and quicker dis-
bursal of funds.

The digital credit model 
allows MSMEs to apply for 

loans through an end-to-end 
online process, eliminating 
the need for repeated branch 
visits.

It also supports both ex-
isting borrowers and new-to-

bank enterprises, helping 
first-time borrowers gain 
easier access to formal credit 
channels.

A key feature of the 
model is its linkage with 

government-backed credit 
guarantee mechanisms, 
which reduces lending risk 
for banks and encourages 
higher loan sanctions to 
small and micro enterprises.

This has helped widen 
credit penetration, especially 
among smaller businesses 
that often face challenges in 
meeting conventional collat-
eral requirements.

MSMEs play a crucial 
role in employment genera-
tion, exports and overall eco-
nomic growth. Improved ac-
cess to timely and affordable 
finance is expected to 
strengthen business expan-
sion, technology adoption 
and capacity building in the 
sector.

The strong loan sanction 
numbers achieved within a 
short period indicate grow-
ing acceptance of digital 
lending frameworks within 
the public banking system.

PSBs clear over Rs 52,300 cr loans to 
MSMEs via digital credit model: Ministry

Visakhapatnam:  In a move aimed 
at converting startup potential into mea-
surable outcomes, IIM Calcutta Innova-
tion Park(IIMCIP) here on Monday an-
nounced a strategic partnership with 
RatanTata Innovation Hub (RTIH), Vi-
sakhapatnam, to create a structured co-
incubation pathway for market-ready 
and revenue-generating startups from 
Andhra Pradesh.

This partnership is focused on exe-
cution and measurable outcomes. The 
collaboration will jointly identify high-
potential startups,offer structured co-
incubation and hands-on scale support, 
and enable access to capital of up to Rs 2 
crore, helping founders move confi-
dently from early traction to scalable 
growth. The MoU was signed between 
Ravi Eswarapu, CEO, 
RTIH,Visakhapatnam and Dr VK Rai, 
CEO, IIMCIP, reinforcing a shared 
commitment to building fundable, scal-
able, and nationally visible and globally 
competitive startups emerging from the 
region.

Speaking on the collaboration, Ravi 
Eswarapu said, “This partnership is all 
about creating real impact. By combin-

ing RTIH’s innovation ecosystem with 
IIMCIP’s proven incubation expertise, 
together, we aim to empower startups 
from Andhra Pradesh to scale nationally 
and globally.”

Dr VK Rai, CEO, IIM Calcutta In-
novation Park, added, “There is a strong 
entrepreneurial energy in Andhra 
Pradesh. Our role is to help convert that 
energy into fundable, scalable business-
es with structured support and by con-
necting founders to the right networks, 

mentors, and markets. IIMCIP’s part-
nership with RTIH is about turning re-
gional entrepreneurial potential into 
scalable, fundable enterprises with na-
tional impact.”

This collaboration aligns with IIM-
CIP’s broader mission ofstrengthening 
entrepreneurship in emerging and un-
der-represented regions. Its core offer-
ings span structured mentoring, capaci-
ty building, seed funding and access to 
markets and investors. 

AP: IIMCIP, RTIH structures 
co-incubation pathway for market-ready startups

Chennai: EscrowTech 
India, a pure-play software 
escrow services provider, 
has officially rebranded as 
EscrowNXT to underscore 
its focus on next-generation 
software escrow solutions 
for AI-driven systems, en-
hanced capabilities, and 
global expansion.

EscrowNXT officially 
came into effect on January 
1, 2026.

With a focus on next-
generation software escrow 
solutions for AI-driven sys-
tems, EscrowNXT plans to 
incorporate automated veri-

fication and smart contract 
integration, the company 
said.

As part of its internation-
al growth strategy, the com-
pany is establishing an office 
in Dubai to strengthen its 
presence in the GCC region 
and support regional enter-
prises and financial institu-
tions.

Software escrow is a se-
cure, tripartite arrangement 
between a software develop-
er, a client or end user, and an 
independent escrow provid-
er, under which the soft-
ware’s source code and doc-

umentation are held safely 
and released only if pre-
defined events, such as ven-
dor insolvency or contract 
breaches, occur.

Escrow services protect 
clients by ensuring business 
continuity when vendor sup-
port fails, while helping de-
velopers build trust and cred-
ibility without exposing their 
intellectual property. By act-
ing as a neutral custodian, 
escrow services reduce risk 
and strengthen confidence 
for all parties in today’s fast-
evolving digital landscape.

EscrowNXT pioneered 

the institutionalisation of 
software escrow services in 
India at a time when technol-
ogy risk mitigation was 
largely unexplored.

Over the past 20 years, it 
has offered a comprehensive 
suite of ISO 9001:2015–cer-
tified services including soft-
ware escrow, technology es-
crow, IP archival, verification 
and testing, and secure vault 
solutions.

“As the first mover in 
software escrow in India, Es-
crowNXT has played a piv-
otal role in mitigating enter-
prise risks such as vendor 

insolvency, technology ob-
solescence, and regulatory 
compliance, including the 
Reserve Bank of India’s re-
quirements on source code 
access for critical applica-
tions,” Arun Mahadevan, 
Managing Director said.

The transition to Es-
crowNXT reflects our 
evolved vision and expand-
ed capabilities, with a sharp 
focus on global markets and 
next-generation software es-
crow solutions for AI-driven 
systems, incorporating auto-
mated verification and smart 
contract integration, he said.

EscrowTech India now EscrowNXT
Chennai:  A comprehen-

sive new Space Act, statuto-
ry position for Indian Na-
tional Space Promotion and 
Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe), infrastructure sta-
tus for the industry, increas-
ing the foreign direct 
investment (FDI) limits un-
der automatic route, produc-
tivity linked incentive 
scheme (PLI), tax holiday 
are some of the 2026-27 
union Budget wishlist sub-
mitted by the industry body 
Indian Space Association 
(ISpA).

ISpA is an industry asso-
ciation of private space com-
panies .

As India stands at the 
threshold of becoming a 
global space power, with pri-
vate sector participation en-
abled under the Space Policy 
2023, the next critical step is 
fiscal, regulatory and struc-
tural support to accelerate 
growth and position India 
among the top three space-
faring nations, ISpA said.

ISpA has outlined key 
private space sector recom-
mendations for government 
consideration, which aim to 
boost domestic manufactur-
ing, enhance national securi-
ty, create high-value jobs and 
foster global competitive-
ness while ensuring con-
trolled and secure access to 
strategic satellite and geo-
spatial data.

India’s space sector is 
entering a decisive growth 
phase, yet it remains struc-
turally disadvantaged in ac-
cess to finance due to its 
capital-intensive nature and 

long gestation cycles of 5-7 
years. While global peers 
classify space assets as stra-
tegic or critical infrastruc-
ture, India’s space ecosystem 
currently lacks formal infra-
structure status, limiting ac-
cess to long-term, low-cost 
capital.

Recognising space infra-
structure as a distinct infra-
structure sub-sector is essen-
tial to unlock scale, private 
investment, and global com-
petitiveness.

Space infrastructure un-
derpins telecommunica-
tions, defence, navigation, 
finance, weather forecasting, 
disaster management, and 
governance. Formal recog-
nition will enable infrastruc-
ture-grade financing, reduce 
the cost of capital by 2-3%, 
and strengthen national resil-
ience.

ISpA wants the govern-
ment to include “Space & 
Satellite Infrastructure” un-
der the Harmonised Master 
List of Infrastructure Sub-
Sectors notified by the Min-
istry of Finance and RBI and 
also notify a separate infra-
structure sub-sector cover-
ing launch vehicles and 
spaceports, satellite manu-
facturing and integration fa-
cilities (LEO/MEO/GEO), 
ground stations, TTC net-
works, and mission control 
centres, Earth Observation 
and communication constel-
lations.

According to ISpA, the 
government should mandate 
that at least 50% of all its pro-
curement for space-based 
services, hardware, and mis-

sions be sourced from Indian 
private entities (NGEs). 
There should be scope to in-
clude satellite manufactur-
ing and payloads, earth ob-
servation (EO) data and 
analytics, SATCOM servic-
es and ground infrastructure, 
launch subsystems and deep-
tech components and space 
situational awareness (SSA) 
networks. The government 
should also position its vari-
ous ministries as anchor cus-
tomers.

With the growing use of 
satellite-derived data in gov-
ernance and commercial ap-
plications, standardisation 
and security are critical. A 
structured procurement and 
access framework will sup-
port the domestic industry 
while safeguarding national 
interests.

As to the financial incen-
tives, ISpA has sought PLI 
scheme for satellites, launch 
vehicles, space-grade com-
ponents, and critical subsys-
tems; provide a five-year tax 
holiday for space manufac-
turing, launch services, and 
space-based service provid-
ers; enable R&D tax credits 
of 20-30% for qualifying 
space-sector R&D; acceler-
ated depreciation for satel-
lites, rockets and launch-re-
lated hardware and capital 
investment tax credits for 
launch pads, ground stations, 
and satellite production 
plants.

The industry lobby body 
also wants the government to 
provide interest subvention, 
incentives to promote R&D, 
rationalisation of Goods.

Space sector demands new space 
Act, infra status, PLI, tax incentives

New Delhi:  M. Nagaraju, Secre-
tary, DFS, on Monday said during the 
Financial Year 2024–25, the Insur-
ance sector has issued 41.84 crore 
policies, collected premiums of Rs 
11.93 lakh crore, paid claims of Rs 
8.36 lakh crore, and reported assets 
under management of Rs 74.44 lakh 
crore as on 31 March 2025.

He further said the total reinsur-
ance market in India stood at Rs 1.12 
lakh crore in 2024–25.

While addressing the 3rd Edition 
of the IFSCA–IRDAI–GIFT City 
Global Reinsurance Summit in 
Mumbai, the DFS said the Indian in-
surance sector, an integral part of the 
financial system, plays a significant 
role in the economy by providing 
protection against mortality, proper-
ty, and casualty risks, encouraging 

savings, and providing long-term 
funds for infrastructure development 
and other long-gestation projects.

The summit was themed around 
“Bridging India Today, Insuring In-
dia Tomorrow – the India Evolution 
Roadmap”.

He mentioned that the govern-
ment and the insurance regulator 
have enabled policy frameworks and 
structural reforms to further growth 
and insurance accessibility.

Foreign Direct Investment in the 
insurance sector has been raised to 

100 percent, a new reinsurer was reg-
istered last year, and the Sabka Bima 
Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insur-
ance Laws) Act, 2025 provides for 
the formation of a Policyholders’ 
Education and Protection Fund, 
aligns data protection with the Digi-
tal Personal Data Protection Act, 
2023, and enhances IRDAI’s regula-
tory powers.

The IFSCA–IRDAI GIFT City 
Global Reinsurance Summit was de-
scribed by the Secretary as a vital 
platform that brings together key 
stakeholders from the financial ser-
vices sector.

Insurance and reinsurance were 
emphasised as crucial in driving In-
dia towards its economic objectives, 
particularly as the country strength-
ens its role in the global economy.

Insurance sector issued over 
41crore policies in FY25: DFS




