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New Delhi : Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Monday praised the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) on its Raising Day 
celebrations, saying the force 
has emerged as "the pillar of 
trust for the nation" that has 
been instrumental in realising 
the Modi government's 
vision for a disaster-resilient 
India.

In a post on X, Shah 
highlighted the important 
role of the NDRF in 
enhancing the preparedness 
of India in the context of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's vision of 'disaster-
resilient India.'

He described the force as 
"the pillar of trust, the nation 
relies on during calamities," 
and also paid homage to 
personnel who laid down 
their lives while saving 
others. Along with his 
message, Shah shared images 
of NDRF teams engaged in 
rescue and relief operations.

"Warm greetings to the 
personnel of NDRFHQ on 

Raising Day. Through its 
significant role in realising 
the Modi govt's resolve to 
build a disaster-resilient 
India, the NDRF has today 
become the pillar of trust the 
nation relies on during 
calamities. Salute to the 
martyrs who sacrificed 
themselves for the safety of 
others," Shah wrote.

The National Disaster 
Response Force was formed 
on January 19, 2006, as an 
all-round skilled and 
specialized response force 
for natural as well as man-
made disasters. The key 
functions include search and 
rescue in case of earth quakes 
and landslides, flood and 
cyclone rescue, handling 
chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear 
emergencies, and medical 
relief.

The NDRF is 
strategically deployed across 
the country with 16 battalions 
and 28 Regional Response 
Centres. Its training academy 
is located in Nagpur.

"Pillar of Trust"
Amit Shah hails NDRF on Raising Day

New Delhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
received Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the United Arab 
Emirates, at Delhi airport on 
Monday, marking the start 
of his official visit to India.

This is Sheikh 
Mohamed’s third official 
visit to India since assuming 
office as President of the 
UAE, and his fifth visit to 
the country over the past 
decade.

The visit builds on the 
strong momentum from 
recent high-level exchanges 
between the two nations, 
including the visit of Sheikh 
Khaled bin Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi, in 
September 2024, and 
Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, UAE Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defence, and Crown Prince 
of Dubai, in April 2025.

India and the UAE share 
warm, multi-faceted 
relations underpinned by 
strong political, cultural, and 
economic ties.

The countries are major 
trading and investment 
partners, strengthened by the 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA), the Local Currency 
Settlement (LCS) system, 

and the Bilateral Investment 
Treaty. They also maintain a 
robust energy partnership, 

including long-term energy 
supply arrangements.

During the visit, both 
leaders are expected to sign 

agreements covering 
investments in special 
economic zones, food 

security, and nuclear 
cooperation.

The discussions are also 
likely to focus on regional 

developments in West Asia, 
including the ongoing 
instability in Gaza, the 

unresolved conflict in Yemen 
involving Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE, and the strained 
Iran-US relations.

The visit will provide an 
opportunity for the two 
leaders to chart new frontiers 
for the India–UAE 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership. It will also 
enable an exchange of views 
on regional and global 
issues of mutual interest, 
where India and the UAE 
share a high degree of 
convergence.

Sheikh Mohamed’s visit 
coincides with a critical 
period in West Asia, as US 
President Donald Trump 
launched Phase 2 of the 
Gaza Peace Plan, aimed at 
establishing a National 
Committee for Gaza’s 
administration.

PM Modi receives UAE President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at Delhi airport

New Delhi: New Delhi, Jan 19 
(UNI) The Bharatiya Janata Party's 
(BJP) election process for its National 
President has reached the final stage, 
with Nitin Nabin emerging as the sole 
candidate for the post, according to an 
official press statement issued on 
Monday.

The process was initiated after the 
completion of organisational elections 
in 30 of the party's 36 state units, 
comfortably exceeding the mandatory 
requirement of elections being 
completed in at least 50 per cent of the 
states.

As per the schedule, the notification 
for the election process was issued on 
January 16, 2026, along with the 
publication of the Electoral Roll. The 
nomination process was held on January 
19 between 2 pm and 4 pm.

A total of 37 sets of nomination 
papers were received in favour of Nitin 
Nabin for the post of BJP National 
President. On scrutiny, all nomination 
papers were found to be duly filled in the 
prescribed format and declared valid.

Following the completion of the 
withdrawal period, the National 
Returning Officer for the BJP Sangathan 
Parv, Dr K. Laxman, announced that 
only one valid nomination -- that of 
Nitin Nabin remains for the post of 
National President of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party.

With no other candidate in the fray, 
Nitin Nabin is set to be elected 
unopposed as the BJP's National 

President, marking the culmination of 
the party's organisational election 
process.

Backed by senior party leaders, 
including Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Nabin's elevation reflects the BJP 
leadership's confidence in his 
organisational abilities and mass 
connect.

At 45, Nitin Nabin will be among the 
youngest leaders to head the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. He will be succeeding J P 
Nadda, who has held the position since 
January 2020.

The transition marks a significant 
moment for the ruling party as it prepares 
for key Assembly elections and 
navigates long-term political and 
organisational challenges.

Nabin began his electoral journey at 
the age of 26 when he won the Patna 
West by-election, drawing on the strong 
organisational network built by his 

father and the BJP cadre base in the 
region.

Following the 2008 delimitation, he 
shifted to the Bankipur Assembly 
constituency—one of Patna's most 
prominent urban seats, home to 
institutions such as Patna College and 
Science College.

He currently represents Bankipur in 
the Bihar Legislative Assembly and is a 
five-time MLA, having retained the seat 
consistently since 2010.

In the 2025 Bihar Assembly 
elections, Nabin registered a decisive 
victory with a margin of over 51,000 
votes, reinforcing his reputation as a 
leader with deep grassroots connect and 
urban electoral appeal.

Within the party organisation, Nitin 
Nabin is widely regarded as a product of 
the BJP's cadre-based system. He rose 
through the ranks of the Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Morcha (BJYM), serving as its 
Bihar state president and later as national 
general secretary.

During this period, he played an 
active role in youth mobilisation 
programmes and several national-level 
organisational initiatives, earning 
recognition as an effective organiser and 
strategist.

His unopposed election as BJP 
National President is seen as a 
generational shift within the party's 
leadership, underscoring the BJP's 
emphasis on organisational discipline, 
cadre strength, and continuity as it looks 
ahead to upcoming electoral battles.

Nitin Nabin set to become BJP President

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday suggested that 
Shiromani Akali Dal leader 
Bikram Singh Majithia be shifted 
to a jail in Chandigarh while 
hearing his plea seeking interim 
bail on the ground that he 
apprehended threat to his life.

“We are saying shift him to 
Chandigarh jail, what is the 
problem?” remarked Justice 
Sandeep Mehta during the 
hearing.

A bench comprising Justice 
Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep 
Mehta was hearing Majithia’s 
petition. On the issue of an alleged 
threat to life, Justice Mehta 
queried how many attempts had 
been made on Majithia since he 
was taken into custody.

Senior Advocate Gaurav 
Aggarwal, appearing for 

Majithia, urged the court to grant 
interim bail, submitting that there 
was a genuine threat, as reflected 
in the state’s own intelligence 
report dated January 3.

In response to a specific query 
from the bench, Aggarwal said 
Majithia has been lodged in 
Nabha jail since June 2025.

During the hearing, Justice 
Mehta observed, “Rs 540 crore of 
public money (is involved),” to 
which Aggarwal responded that, 
as per the chargesheet, the 
allegation pertained to around Rs 
40 crore.

Senior Advocate Siddharth 
Dave, appearing for the state, 
sought time to file a response. He 
informed the court that the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court was 
already seized of the issue and 
that the state had assured the High 

Court that all necessary steps 
were being taken to ensure 
Majithia’s safety.

The matter was adjourned, 
granting time to the state to file a 
counter-affidavit. Before parting, 
the bench observed that Majithia’s 
request for interim bail would be 
considered on the next date of 
hearing.

Majithia has approached the 
Supreme Court challenging a 
Punjab and Haryana High Court 
order, which dismissed his bail 
plea in an FIR registered by the 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau under 
Sections 13(1)(b) read with 
Section 13(2) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988.

Notice on the plea was issued 
by the Supreme Court in 
December 2025.

The FIR was registered on the 

basis of a June 7, 2025, report of a 
Special Investigation Team (SIT) 
probing an earlier NDPS case 
against Majithia.

The SIT alleged that Majithia 
and his wife had accumulated 
assets worth over Rs 540 crore, 
disproportionate to their known 
sources of income, through a 
network of domestic and foreign 
entities.

The allegations pertain to the 
period between 2007 and 2017, 
when Majithia served as a member 
of the Legislative Assembly and 
later as a Cabinet minister in 
Punjab.

The state has alleged that he 
exercised direct or indirect control 
over several companies, including 
Saraya Industries Limited and its 
subsidiaries, and that unexplained 
cash deposits, foreign investments 
routed through Cyprus- and 
Singapore-based entities, and 
inter-corporate transactions were 
used to acquire assets and benami 
properties.

It was also alleged that 
Majithia misused his official 
position to build business interests 
in the liquor, transport, and 
aviation sectors through family 
members and front entities.

Before the High Court, 
Majithia had contended that the 
corruption case was an offshoot of 
the NDPS case in which he was 
granted bail in August 2022, and 
that the Supreme Court had 
dismissed the state’s plea for 
cancellation of that bail in April 
2025.

He argued that the same 
material could not form the basis 
of a fresh FIR and alleged political 
motivation behind the 
prosecution.

He also pointed out that the 
investigation was complete, with 
a chargesheet filed on August 22, 
2025, comprising nearly 40,000 
pages and citing 272 witnesses.

Rejecting these submissions, 
the High Court held that there was 
no legal bar on registration of a 
second FIR when investigation 

discloses a larger conspiracy or 
distinct offences.

Relying on Supreme Court 
precedent, it observed that 
economic offences form a separate 
class for the purpose of bail.

The High Court further noted 
that the allegations pointed to 
deep-rooted financial 
conspiracies with serious 
implications for the state’s 
financial health, and that release 
at that stage could hamper further 
investigation and influence 
witnesses.

While declining bail, the 
High Court had directed the 
investigating agency to complete 
the remaining investigation 
within three months and observed 
that Majithia could seek bail 
thereafter, noting that he could 
not be kept in custody indefinitely.

SC suggests shifting Bikram Majithia to Chandigarh jail

Mumbai : With the 
results of municipal elections 
declared across Maharashtra, 
attention has now shifted to 
the selection of the “first 
citizen” of each city. In this 
context, the official 
reservation draw for the 
mayoral posts of 29 
municipal corporations in the 
state will be 
conducted on 
January 22 at the 
state secretariat in 
Mumbai.

According to a 
communication issued by the 
Urban Development 
Department of the 
Government of Maharashtra, 
the draw will take place 
under the chairmanship of 
the Minister of State for 
Urban Development. The 
process will begin at 11.00 
am in the conference hall 
located on the sixth floor of 
Mantralaya.

Through this draw, 
mayoral posts across the 29 
municipal corporations will 
be reserved for Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, 
Other Backward Classes, 
women, and open categories. 
The reservation outcome will 
determine eligibility for the 

mayor’s post in each civic 
body.

The draw is being viewed 
as politically significant, 
especially for major urban 
centres such as Mumbai, 
Pune, Thane, Nashik, and 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar. 
Political observers note that 
the reservation category 

announced for each 
city will play a decisive 
role in shaping 
mayoral ambitions of 
senior leaders. If the 
draw results in open-

category reservations in 
certain corporations, 
competition is expected to 
intensify further.

Senior officials from the 
Urban Development 
Department have been 
instructed to remain present 
for the draw, and the private 
secretaries of the concerned 
ministers have been 
formally informed about 
the schedule and 
arrangements. By the 
afternoon of January 22, the 
reservation status of 
mayoral posts across all 29 
cities is expected to become 
clear, setting the stage for 
the next phase of civic-level 
political negotiations.

Mayoral reservation for 29 civic 
bodies to be announced on January 22

Jalgaon: A serious case 
exposing major flaws in the 
government’s digital systems 
has come to light in Parola 
taluka of Jalgaon district. 
Thousands of fake birth 
certificates were created in the 
name of a non-existent village 
called “Bhatpuri” by misusing 
the Civil Registration System 
portal.

Police investigations 
revealed that Bhatpuri village 
does not exist at all. Despite this, 
fake birth records were 
generated over a long period. 
Jalgaon Superintendent of 
Police has now formed a Special 
Investigation Team to probe the 
case in detail. Local MLA Amol 
Patil is also pushing for strict 
action.

The main accused is 
Adarshkumar alias Vicky 

Dubey from Bihar. Between 
2010 and 2025, he allegedly 
created 4,907 fake birth records 
using a Gram Panchayat ID 
linked to the fake village. 
Investigators also found that he 
created 27,397 fake birth entries 
in the name of Shendursani 
village in Yavatmal district, 
indicating the scam may be 
spread across states.

Birth certificates are key 
documents needed for 
citizenship, Aadhaar, voter ID, 
passport, education records and 
government schemes. Because 
of this, police say the scam poses 
a serious threat to national 
security. The accused has been 
arrested and sent to seven days 
of police custody. Authorities 
are now checking portal logins, 
fake IDs and whether more 
people are involved.

Fake ‘Bhatpuri’ Village 
Scam Exposed, SIT to Probe

New Delhi: The long-
running legal battle over party 
names and election symbols of 
Shiv Sena and Nationalist 
Congress Party has reached its 
final stage. The Supreme Court 
will begin final hearings from 
Wednesday, January 21, and 
will hear arguments for two 
continuous days.

A bench led by Chief 
Justice Surya Kant will hear the 
case related to Shiv Sena’s 
name and the ‘bow and arrow’ 
symbol. The court will also 
later hear matters linked to the 
NCP and its ‘clock’ symbol. No 
other cases will be listed on 
these days, showing the 
importance of the matter.

The dispute began after the 
split in Shiv Sena in 2022, 
when Eknath Shinde rebelled 

against Uddhav Thackeray, 
leading to the fall of the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi government. 
Later, the Election Commission 
gave the Shiv Sena name and 
symbol to the Shinde group 
based on majority support. 
Uddhav Thackeray challenged 
this decision in the Supreme 
Court, calling it illegal and 
unconstitutional.

Similar issues have arisen 
in the NCP after its split. 
Sharad Pawar has filed a 
petition regarding the party 
name and symbol, while 
Jayant Patil has challenged the 
Speaker’s decision not to 
disqualify Ajit Pawar group 
MLAs. The court’s verdict is 
expected to have a major 
impact on Maharashtra 
politics.

Mumbai : The Bombay 
High Court on Monday 
kept in abeyance the Thane 
district collector’s 
decisions de-recognising 
the Ambernath Vikas 
Aghadi (AVA), which was 
formed after the BJP joined 
hands with later-suspended 
Congress members, and 
recognising the Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena and 
Ajit Pawar’s NCP alliance 
as a pre-poll alliance in the 
municipal council 
elections.

Termed the side-
switching of NCP members 
of the Ambernath 
Municipal Council as 
"globe-trotting", the bench 
of Justices Ravindra V 
Ghuge and Abhay J Mantri 

directed the Thane district 
collector to pass a reasoned 
order on rival factions’ 
contentions

Earlier during the 
hearing, the bench 
temporarily postponed the 
meeting for the formation 
of various subject 
committees, including 
those related to public 
health, public works, and 
education, in the Council, 

till January 19 evening .
Ambernath in 

neighbouring Thane district 
grabbed national attention 
when the BJP joined hands 
with arch-rival Congress to 
sideline Shinde Sena, its 
state ruling partner, from 
power in the municipal 
council.

While the BJP won the 
post of municipal council 
chairperson through a 
direct election, the Shinde 
Sena, with 27 of 60 seats, 
became the single-largest 
party, followed by the BJP 
(14), the Congress (12), the 
Ajit Pawar-led NCP (4), 
and Independents (2). None 
reached the halfway mark 
on its own.

Initially, the AVA, 

comprising 14 BJP, 12 
Congress, 4 NCP (AP), and 
1 Independent leader, 
submitted a letter to the 
Thane collector, with BJP’s 
Abhijeet Gulabrao 
Karanjule-Patil as the 
group leader (for the post of 
Deputy Chairperson). On 
January 7, the AVA was 
recognised by the collector 
as a pre-poll alliance.

After the furore over the 
alliance, Congress 
suspended all 12 elected 
members, and Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis also directed his 
party to break the alliance 
with Congress, calling it 
“unacceptable.” Later, the 
12 Congress members 
joined the BJP.

HC kept in abeyance Collector’s decisions 
de-recognising the Ambernath Vikas Aghadi

Final Hearing on Shiv Sena and NCP 
Party Symbols to Begin Wednesday

Thane: After political 
tussles over the Mumbai 
mayor’s post, a new power-
sharing dispute has emerged 
in Thane. BJP MLA Niranjan 
Davkhare has warned that if 
BJP is not given the mayor’s 
post for at least two years, 
the party will sit in 
opposition instead of staying 
in power.

Davkhare said BJP has 
performed strongly in areas 
from Shil to Vadavali and 
won all seats it contested. He 
stated that party workers 
want a BJP mayor in Thane, 
and the party deserves 
respect for its contribution.

Currently, the Thane 

Municipal Corporation is 
controlled by the Shiv Sena 
faction led by Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde. However, 
BJP’s support is crucial for 
the ruling alliance. 
Davkhare’s statement has 
increased pressure on the 
alliance and raised the 
possibility of tension 
between BJP and Shinde’s 
Shiv Sena.

With BJP also pushing 
for the mayor’s post in 
Mumbai, its demand in 
Thane is being seen as a 
strategic move. All eyes are 
now on how the Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena responds to this 
challenge.

Power-Sharing Tension 
Over Thane Mayor Post
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Hyderabad:  Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
Working President and for-
mer Minister K T Rama Rao 
on Monday accused the 
BJP-led Central Govern-
ment of deliberately delay-
ing and discriminating 
against Telangana by not 
sanctioning a Mega Power 
Loom Cluster for Sircilla, 
calling it a “political ven-
detta” against the State’s 
weaving community.

In a letter, addressed to 
union Minister for Textiles 
Giriraj Singh, KTR said the 
proposal had been pending 
for over a decade despite 
Sircilla fulfilling every eligi-
bility norm under the Com-
prehensive Powerloom 
Cluster Development 
Scheme (CPCDS).

He recalled writing mul-
tiple letters and holding sev-
eral personal meetings with 
successive union Ministers 
over the last 12 years, in-
cluding the late Arun Jaitley, 
Smriti Irani and the present 
minister.

“Despite meeting Cen-
tral Ministers nearly ten 
times and submitting de-

tailed reports, the Centre has 
failed to take a positive deci-
sion. What is the real reason 
behind keeping Sircilla’s file 
aside?” he questioned, alleg-
ing that political bias was the 
only reason for the pro-
longed delay.

KTR said Central teams 
had also inspected the region 
and confirmed its eligibility 
under CPCDS norms. He 
pointed out that Sircilla, 
considered the backbone of 

Telangana’s textile econo-
my, houses over 30,000 
power looms and provides 
livelihood to thousands of 
families.

He also alleged that 
Mega Clusters were sanc-
tioned to regions in other 
States with comparatively 
lower workforce and capac-
ity, while Sircilla continued 
to be ignored despite its 
proven strength.

Stating that the Telanga-

na Government under for-
mer Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao had 
completed all preparatory 
work for the cluster, KTR 
said land allocation, uninter-
rupted power and water sup-
ply, single-window clear-
ances and State-level 
incentives were already in 
place. “Keeping the propos-
al pending without citing 
any technical or financial 
reason is nothing but admin-

istrative arrogance,” he re-
marked.

Taking a swipe at the 
Centre, KTR said the BJP 
spoke about “Make in India” 
and “Atmanirbhar Bharat” 
but failed to support one of 
the country’s most capable 
textile hubs.

He warned that the delay 
was inflicting a heavy hu-
man and economic cost on 
the weavers and claimed the 
sector had slipped back into 
crisis, with reports of weav-
ers’ suicides resurfacing.

He also criticised BJP 
MPs and union Ministers 
from Telangana for failing to 
raise the issue and protect 
the interests of the State. 
“They have been reduced to 
mere ceremonial showpiec-
es,” he alleged.

KTR demanded that the 
forthcoming union Budget 
should officially announce 
the Sircilla Mega Power 
Loom Cluster and urged the 
Centre to take an immediate 
decision in the interest of 
Telangana’s weavers, stat-
ing that prolonged inaction 
would only deepen their an-
guish.

KTR slams Centre for delay in sanctioning 
Mega Power Loom Cluster for Sircilla Lucknow: A major step 

is being taken to further 
strengthen the weather fore-
casting system in Uttar 
Pradesh. Five state-of-the-
art dual-polarimetric Dop-
pler radar systems are being 
installed in the state, which 
will become operational in 
the next six months.

This information was 
provided by Manish Kumar, 
Director of the India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) 
Lucknow on Monday. He 
said that these radars are be-
ing installed in Lucknow, 
Azamgarh, Jhansi, Aligarh, 
and Varanasi. Four of these 
radars are being installed by 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, while one radar in Va-
ranasi is being installed by 
the IMD. This will ensure 
overlapping coverage in the 
radar network and signifi-
cantly increase the accuracy 
of weather forecasts.

According to Manish 
Kumar, these advanced ra-
dars are capable of tracking 
the reflectivity and three-di-
mensional structure of 
clouds, which will further 
improve the capacity for 
'nowcasting' or short-term 
weather forecasting. Along 

with this, 2,450 automatic 
weather stations and 2,000 
automatic rain gauge sta-
tions are being established at 
the block level across the 
state. This will create a ro-
bust block-level weather net-
work throughout Uttar 
Pradesh.He also informed 
that there is a proposal to in-
stall wind profiler radar me-
ters in Lucknow and Varana-
si. The site selection and 
tendering process have been 
completed, and these radars 
will become operational in 
the next one year, making 
daily weather monitoring 
more effective.In addition, 
under IMD's 'Mission 
Mausam' scheme, state-of-
the-art observation systems 
will be established in Bareil-
ly, Deoria, and Prayagraj, 

which will be operational in 
the next one and a half years. 
These systems will assist in 
surface, remote sensing, and 
upper atmospheric observa-
tions, strengthening fore-
casting accuracy and disaster 
management capabilities.

Senior scientist Moham-
mad Danish of IMD Luc-
know said that the shift from 
traditional systems to digital 
systems will provide real-
time data, more frequent up-
dates, and high-quality 
weather data. This will make 
it possible to issue accurate 
weather warnings in a timely 
manner. Overall, these initia-
tives are expected to signifi-
cantly strengthen weather 
forecasting, disaster man-
agement, and public safety in 
Uttar Pradesh.

Weather forecasting in UP to receive a major boost 
with the installation of 5 State-of-the-art radars

Bengaluru: Karnataka 
Chief Election Commission-
er G S Sangreshi on Monday 
announced that elections to 
the five new municipal cor-
porations formed under the 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) will be held after 
May 25, with ballot papers 
replacing Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs).

Addressing the media, 
Sangreshi said the poll 
schedule would be finalised 
after the conclusion of SSLC 
and PUC examinations.

He made it clear that the 
same method would be fol-
lowed for the forthcoming 
zilla and taluk panchayat 
elections later this year.

Explaining the rationale, 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner said both ballot papers 
and EVMs are legally valid 
methods of conducting elec-
tions, and there is no prohibi-
tion under existing laws or 
Supreme Court rulings on 
the use of ballot papers.

He observed that while 
EVMs have been widely 

used over the last few de-
cades, ballot papers remain a 
recognised and credible sys-
tem.

Sangreshi noted that 
many elections in India, in-
cluding Gram Panchayat, 
cooperative society and 
MLC polls, are still conduct-
ed using ballot papers, and 
several countries across the 
world continue to follow the 
same practice.

He pointed out that the 
previous Bengaluru civic 
elections held in 2015 were 
conducted using EVMs.

Rejecting suggestions of 
political influence behind the 
decision, he stressed that the 
State Election Commission 
functions as an independent 
constitutional authority. 
Since the law allows flexibil-
ity in the choice of voting 
method, the commission has 
exercised its discretion after 
assessing the present cir-
cumstances, he said.

The decision comes 
against the backdrop of the 
Karnataka government’s 
move last year to recom-
mend ballot papers for all 

future panchayat and urban 
local body elections.

Sangreshi underlined 
that opting for ballot papers 
should not be viewed as a 
step backward. “Ballot-
based elections are still in 
practice and widely accept-
ed. It is a tested and reliable 
system,” he said.

The announcement fol-
lows a recent Supreme Court 
direction to the state govern-
ment and the election com-
mission to complete Bengal-
uru’s local body elections by 
June 30. The elected council 
of the erstwhile Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) completed its term 
in September 2020, after 
which the civic body has 
been under administrative 
control.

In September 2025, the 
city was reorganised into five 
separate municipal corpora-
tions — Central, East, West, 
North and South — under the 
Greater Bengaluru Authori-
ty, replacing the unified 
BBMP structure.

Bengaluru civic polls after May 25, 
ballot papers to replace EVMs

Bhubaneswar: All India Kisan 
Congress National Coordinator and 
President of the Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Committee Cooperative Cell, 
Amiya Kumar Patnaik, on Monday al-
leged that cooperative institutions in 
Odisha are steadily moving toward 
bankruptcy.Patnaik said that during the 
last 25 years of BJD rule and under the 
present BJP government, cooperative 
institutions have turned into centres of 
large-scale corruption, while the legiti-
mate demands of cooperative employ-
ees continue to be ignored.

He alleged that cooperative-based 
oil mills, spinning mills and sugar mills 
have become defunct, and Regulated 
Market Committees (RMCs) are failing 
to function effectively for farmers.

The Congress leader also pointed 
out the acute shortage of warehouses for 
storing paddy and other crops, along 
with the complete absence of cold stor-
age facilities for vegetables across the 
state.

To address these issues, Patnaik an-
nounced that the Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Cooperative Cell on Monday 
launched the Cooperative Protection 
Campaign, starting from Ganjam dis-
trict.

The campaign aims to strengthen 

the cooperative sector from the grass-
roots by making institutions active, 
transparent and free from corruption.

He said the Congress party has pre-
pared a detailed roadmap to create wide-
spread awareness about various welfare 
schemes implemented through cooper-
atives for people of all sections during 
previous Congress governments.

The campaign will focus on overall 
development of cooperative institu-
tions, fulfillment of employees’ legiti-
mate demands, firm action against cor-
ruption, strengthening infrastructure 
and improving human resources.

Recalling history, Patnaik said that 
under the Five-Year Plans of India’s first 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Neh-
ru, Primary Agricultural Cooperative 
Service Societies were established at 
every panchayat to promote rural eco-
nomic development, providing farmers 
relief from moneylenders and exploita-
tion.

In Odisha, the cooperative vision of 
Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das was 
sincerely implemented during Congress 
rule.

He further stated that during the 
Congress-led UPA government under 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, 

cooperative institutions—from PACS 
to Central and State Cooperative 
Banks—were revived following the 
recommendations of the Vaidyanathan 
Committee.

Human resources were strength-
ened, infrastructure was developed, 
computerisation was accelerated, and 
agricultural loans worth Rs 72,680 crore 
were waived for over five crore farmers, 
giving new momentum to the coopera-
tive sector.

Patnaik alleged that current govern-
ment announcements remain confined 
to publicity and paperwork, and urged 
immediate action to revive coopera-
tives.

He demanded comprehensive re-
forms, including the formation of a 
state-level task force of cooperative ex-
perts, establishment of a Cooperative 
Academy, strengthening of the State 
Cooperative union Ltd, increased edu-
cation funds, and higher budgetary al-
locations for the cooperative sector.

He also demanded complete waiver 
of agricultural loans for all farmers by 
March 31, construction of cold storage 
facilities in every subdivision and ware-
houses in every gram panchayat, and 
full electricity subsidy for cold storage 
entrepreneurs.

Odisha’s cooperative sector heading 
towards bankruptcy :Congress

Hyderabad:  The 
Telangana BJP on Monday 
expressed surprise and 
strong disapproval over 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy’s decision to travel 
to the United States to at-
tend what it termed a “crash 
leadership course,” ques-
tioning the timing and fi-
nancial prudence of the vis-
it.

According to reports, 
the Chief Minister has en-
rolled in a programme titled 
“Leadership for the 21st 
Century: Chaos, Conflict, 
and Courage” at the John F. 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, Harvard University. 
He is scheduled to be on the 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
campus from January 25 to 
30, travelling to the US di-
rectly from Davos, where he 
will attend the World Eco-
nomic Forum.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, BJP State Chief 
Spokesperson and Media 
In-Charge N V Subash in a 
statement said leadership is 
not acquired through short-
term courses but proven 
through governance, ac-
countability and perfor-
mance.

“Shouldn’t such aca-
demic pursuits have been 
completed earlier in life?” 
he asked, adding that the 
Chief Minister’s focus 
should be on addressing is-
sues within the state rather 
than attending overseas pro-
grammes.

Subash also questioned 
whether the trip reflects per-
sonal aspirations being pri-
oritised over public respon-
sibilities.

 He alleged that the 
Chief Minister was using 
public funds for personal 

interests, citing what he 
called recent “public theat-
rics” that distract from gov-
ernance.

The BJP leader pointed 
to what he described as a 
contradiction in the govern-
ment’s claims.

 While the Chief Minis-
ter has stated that the state 
exchequer is under strain 
and funds are insufficient to 
implement Congress' elec-
toral promises, he argued 
that spending on an over-
seas leadership programme 
sends a conflicting mes-
sage.

He said the resources 
and administrative attention 
directed toward such inter-
national engagements could 
instead be utilised to ad-
dress key concerns such as 
farmer welfare, employ-
ment generation, infrastruc-
ture development and im-
plementation of welfare 
schemes.

The BJP expressed hope 
that the Chief Minister 
would return with “greater 
seriousness and dignity” 
and focus on delivering tan-
gible outcomes for the peo-
ple of Telangana.

“The people of the state 
did not vote for foreign cer-
tifications.

 They voted for trans-
parent, efficient and ac-
countable leadership at 
home,” Subash said.

Telangana BJP questions CM 
Revanth Reddy’s US visit for 

Harvard leadership programme

Lucknow: In separate 
road accidents across Uttar 
Pradesh, at least five people 
were killed and several oth-
ers injured in Gonda, Unnao, 
Barabanki, and other dis-
tricts.

On the Lucknow–Ayod-
hya service lane near Palhari 
under Kotwali Nagar area, 
an auto-rickshaw carrying 
passengers met with a fatal 
accident in the wee hours of 
Monday. Seeing a gravel-
laden trailer approaching 
from the opposite direction, 
the auto driver swerved left. 
As a result, Ashish Yadav 
(resident of Pandeypur, 
Maurawan, Unnao), who 
was sitting on the right side 
of the auto, fell onto the road. 
The rear wheel of the trailer 
ran over his head, killing him 
on the spot.

Police seized both vehi-

cles, but the drivers fled. Ac-
cording to Kotwali Nagar 
SHO Sudhir Kumar Singh, 
Ashish worked with an NGO 
and taught young children at 
anganwadi centers. He was 
living on rent near the police 
station in Zaidpur.

On the Lucknow–Bah-
raich National Highway near 
Hari Narayanpur turn, an In-
nova car collided head-on 
with an Ertiga car while at-
tempting to overtake an 
Alambagh depot bus. After 
the collision, the Ertiga 
veered right and was hit by 
an oncoming roadway bus.

Devendra Kumar Tiwari 
(resident of Rosipurwa, 
Colonelganj, Gonda), who 
was seated in the front of the 
Ertiga, died in the accident. 
He worked at a petrol pump 
and was travelling after tak-
ing a lift. Two others, Islam 

(resident of Siddharthnagar) 
and Atikur Rahman (from 
Gonda), were injured and re-
ferred from the CHC to the 
district hospital. Innova pas-
senger Makbool Ahmad of 
Bahraich sustained serious 
injuries, while his family 
members suffered minor in-
juries.

In another tragic inci-
dent at Ganjaria village (Ga-
dhi Rakhmau), a seven-year-
old boy, Anshu, was crushed 
to death by a pickup vehicle 
while playing on the road. 
The vehicle was being driv-
en by a villager, Gulshan. 
Police have seized the pick-
up and managed the situa-
tion.

On the Purvanchal Ex-
pressway at kilometer 39.9, a 
car travelling from Varanasi 
to Lucknow met with an ac-
cident after the driver report-

edly fell asleep. Driver Raj 
Kaushal Rai (Azamgarh) 
and passenger Anil Singh 
were injured and admitted to 
Haidergarh CHC.

Meanwhile, at Lonica-
tra's Dahila Pokhra road, a 
tractor-trolley carrying dev-
otees participating in a Ka-
lash Yatra overturned while 
overtaking near Khairabiru 
turn on Sunday night. 
Around 25 people were on 
board, and 15, including 
children, were injured. Sev-
eral injured devotees were 
referred from Trivediganj 
CHC to the district hospital, 
while others were admitted 
to private hospitals. The trac-
tor was being driven by 
Ramdev Verma of the vil-
lage.

In the last accident, two 
cousins riding a scooter were 
killed in a road accident on 

Sunday in Sultanpur, while 
their third sister sustained se-
rious injuries. The injured 
girl is undergoing treatment 
at a private hospital. Police 
reached the spot after receiv-
ing information and sent the 
bodies for post-mortem, ini-
tiating legal proceedings.

The incident occurred in 
Vaidaha village under the 
Gosaisinghpur police station 
area.

 The deceased have been 
identified as Priyadarshini 
alias Shubhi (16), daughter 
of Vijay Kumar Tiwari and a 
Class 8 student, and her 
cousin Anvi Tiwari (17), 
daughter of Deepak Kumar 
Tiwari, who was a Class 11 
student. Priyadarshini's 
younger sister, Prashali Ti-
wari, was critically injured in 
the accident.

According to informa-

tion, the three sisters were 
going to Motiganj market on 
a scooter to buy items. When 
they reached near a liquor 
shop on the canal embank-
ment, an out-of-control trac-
tor hit their scooter. After the 
collision, the tractor driver 
fled the scene.

It was reported that An-
vi's birthday was on January 
30, and the three sisters were 
going together to make prep-
arations for the celebration. 
On receiving information 
from villagers, the police ar-
rived at the scene and sent 
the bodies for post-mortem.

Gosaisinghpur Station 
House Officer Ram Ashish 
Upadhyay said that an FIR 
will be registered in the case 
after receiving a written 
complaint.

Police are investigating 
all incidents.

Multiple road accidents in UP leave five dead, many injured

Lucknow: At ‘Cy-
bertech Global Tel Aviv-
2026’, counted among the 
world’s most prestigious cy-
ber security platforms, India 
and especially Uttar 
Pradesh’s cyber strength will 
be presented before the glob-
al community this time.

At the international con-
ference to be held in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, from January 26-28, 
UP’s and Asia's top cyber 
cop, Prof Triveni Singh will 
represent India, along with 
Madhavan Unnikrishnan 
Nair, naational cyber securi-
ty coordinator, government 
of India.

Both experts will present 
the nuances of cyber security 
and the technologies being 
adopted before the world’s 
top cyber scientists and poli-
cymakers.

Prof. Singh, who is run-
ning the ‘Cyber Safe Uttar 
Pradesh’ campaign for 
awareness, will share infor-
mation about the innovative 
measures being undertaken 
in Uttar Pradesh regarding 
cyber security and will hold 
discussions on cyber securi-
ty support at the international 
level.Based on his experi-
ence of more than 25 years, 
Singh will explain how Uttar 
Pradesh, under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, has built a ro-
bust system to deal with cy-
ber crime, financial fraud 
and technology-driven 
crimes. At the same time, 
Nair will share India’s na-
tional cyber framework and 
policy experience on the 
global platform.

At this global gathering 

in Tel Aviv, leading experts 
from the United States, Ja-
pan, Spain, Italy, England, 
Germany, Cyprus, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland, 
Romania, Philippines, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Belgium, 
Latvia, Netherlands, Alba-
nia, Uruguay, Hungary and 
several other countries will 
participate.In Uttar Pradesh, 
cyber security is being made 
an important part of the ad-
ministrative and academic 
framework under the direc-
tions of Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, with a strong fo-
cus on AI and cyber security. 
The Chief Minister has is-
sued strict instructions to 
deal firmly with challenges 
such as misuse of social me-
dia, misinformation, deep-
fake, dark web, cyber crime 
and terror networks.

UP’s cyber security prowess to be showcased 
at Cybertech Global show in Tel Aviva

Jammu: The joint team 
of Security Forces (SF) 
launched a massive search 
operation on Monday morn-
ing to track down the hiding 
terrorists in the forests of 
Singhpora in Kishtwar dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir.

A fierce gun battle erupt-
ed between security forces 
and terrorists on Sunday in 
the Singhpora area of Cha-
troo in the Kishtwar when 
acting on a tip off about the 
presence of two to three ter-
rorists of Pakistan based 
Jaish-e-Mohammad outfit, 
in the forest area, a team of 
army, police and special op-
eration group launched 
searches.

The terrorists fired upon 
the search party, which was 
retaliated and the encounter 

triggered.
However, as per reports, 

around eight soldiers have 
also suffered injuries, pri-
marily due to splinter inju-
ries caused by a sudden gre-
nade attack from the hiding 

terrorists.
“The search operation 

resumed in the early morning 
supported by drones and 
sniffer dogs,” they said, add-
ing that the area has been cor-
doned off.

JK: SFs launch search op to track 
down hiding terrorists in Kishtwar
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FORM NO.14
[See Regulation 33(2)]
By Regd. A/D, Dasti failing which by Publication

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER – I/II
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI(DRT 1)

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS

& BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF SECOND SCHEDULE
TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961.

RC/418/2024                                                                              24-12-2025

IDBI BANK Versus M/S STRIDES HR SOLUTION INDIA PVT. LTD.
To
(CD 1) M/S STRIDES HR SOLUTION INDIA PVT. LTD., THROUGH ITS DIRECTOR

l) SANJAY ZUMBARLAL BHALGAT 
Il) ANITA RAMCHANDRA GADEKAR 
III) JITENDRA DEVIDAS RAO UGLE 
IV) KIRAN RADHAKRISHAN PATWARDHAN
SURVEY NO.141/1, PLOT NO 29 AND 30, GRUHASHILP SOCIETY BEHIND, 
SATALKAR HOSPITAL NEAR DELHI GATE AHMEDANAGAR, MAHARASHTRA-
414001

(CD 2) M/S VIDEOCON INDUSTRIES LIMITED (BORROWER/GUARANTOR) 
THROUGH ITS RESOLUTION PROFESSIONAL REGD. OFFICE 14 K.M. 
STONE, AURANGABAD PAITHAN ROAD VILLAGE CHITTEGAON TALUKA 
PAITHAN AURANGABAD, MAHARASHTRA -431105 
ALSO AT: CORP. OFFICE: FORT HOUSE, 2ND FLOOR, 221, D.N. ROAD, FORT, 
MUMBAI-400001 

This is to notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance of orders passed by 
the Presiding Officer, DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI(DRT 1) in TA/928/2023 an amount 
of Rs 2,73,51,540.09 along with pendentellite and future interest @ 11.75 % Compound Interest 
Monthly w.e.f. 01/09/2019 till realization and costs of Rs 150000 ( Rupees One lakh Fifty 
Thousands Only ) has become due against you (Jointly and severally/Fully/Limited). 
2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the receipts of the notice, 
failing which the recovery shall be made in accordance with the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks 
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.
3. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of yours assets on or before 
the next date of hearing.
4. You are hereby ordered to appear before the undersigned on 07/02/2026 at 10:30 a.m.
for further proceedings.
5. In addition to the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable to pay:
(a) Such interests as is payable for the period commencing immediately after this notice of the 
certificate / execution proceedings.
(b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of this notice and warrants 
and other processes and all other proceedings taken for recovering the amount due. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date: 24/12/2025. 

RAVINDER KUMAR TOMAR
RECOVERY OFFICER

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI (DRT 1)

Mumbai : UNICEF YuWaah 
has officially teamed up as the Youth 
Engagement Partner for the upcom-
ing Mumbai Climate Week (MCW) 
2026, scheduled from February 17 
to 19. This strategic partnership, 
involving UNICEF India, Project 
Mumbai, and YuWaah, aims to in-
tegrate the perspectives of children 
and young adults into the heart of 
environmental policy. Starting this 
January, a series of preparatory ac-
tivities will empower the younger 
generation to contribute meaningful-
ly to urban resilience strategies and 
local climate discussions.

The initiative recognizes the cli-
mate crisis as a fundamental child 
rights issue that requires urgent local 
attention. By transforming global 
environmental goals into localized 
actions, the platform seeks to elevate 
the voices of those who will inherit 
the planet. UNICEF India Represen-
tative Cynthia McCaffrey highlight-
ed that young people are essential 
drivers of change. By focusing on 

their rights, the city can build a more 
sustainable and safer future for all 
residents while addressing immedi-
ate ecological threats.

In the days leading up to the 
main event, “Campus Climate Road-
shows” will tour various colleges 
across the city from February 9 to 
16. A centerpiece of these roadshows 
will be a unique e-waste art instal-
lation created by Eco Clubs under 

the Ministry of Education’s Mission 
LiFE initiative. This installation 
serves as a visual reminder of the 
impact of responsible consumption 
and the role students play in waste 
management. It highlights how cre-
ative expression can be used to spark 
serious environmental dialogue.

Additionally, the “Youth Green 
Innovation Challenge” will invite 
participants aged 16 to 24 to pres-

ent creative solutions in sectors like 
food systems and renewable energy. 
Successful innovators will have the 
chance to pitch their ideas to policy-
makers and industry experts during 
the summit. This national platform is 
designed to identify young change-
makers who can provide practical 
answers to urban challenges. The 
goal is to ensure that these innova-
tions receive the support needed to 
scale and make a real impact.

Shishir Joshi, the CEO of Project 
Mumbai, emphasized that the road-
show and the innovation challenge 
are about turning ideas into tangi-
ble actions. By engaging college 
students directly, the organizers are 
building a durable network of cli-
mate advocates. These young leaders 
are expected to carry the momentum 
of Mumbai Climate Week far beyond 
the month of February. Their in-
volvement ensures that the conversa-
tion about climate resilience remains 
a priority within their local commu-
nities and professional circles.

Youth Power to Fuel Mumbai Climate Week 2026
Mumbai : Tucked 

away in the bustling 
neighborhood of Mazga-
on, Matharpacady stands 
as a 400-year-old heri-
tage village that offers 
a serene escape from 
Mumbai’s high-speed 
metropolis. This archi-
tectural gem is defined 
by its narrow alleys, pas-
tel-hued wooden bunga-
lows, and traditional red-
tiled roofs, reminiscent 
of coastal Goa. As a liv-
ing museum of the city’s 
colonial past, the village 
remains a stronghold for 
the indigenous East Indi-
an Catholic community, 
who have meticulously 
preserved their ancestral 
architecture and social 
customs despite the en-
croachment of modern 
glass skyscrapers.

The spiritual and cul-
tural heart of the hamlet 
is the Holy Cross Ora-
tory, a historic chapel 
built in 1875 after the 
village was miraculously 
spared during a devastat-
ing plague. Today, this 
legacy lives on through 
vibrant annual feasts and 
religious processions that 
transform the area into a 
cultural spectacle, partic-
ularly during Christmas. 
Featuring unique land-
marks like the “Lion’s 
Den” bungalow and tra-
ditional Goan-style dor-
mitories known as kudds, 

Discover the Hidden Charm 
of Mumbai’s Own Mini Goa

Matharpacady serves as a 
vital testament to Mumbai’s 

diverse historical roots and a 
rare sanctuary of island life.

Mumbai : The Department of Mass 
Communication and Journalism at St. 
Xavier’s College recently concluded 
its signature media festival, Zeitgeist, 
drawing a massive crowd of students. 
The event featured a high-profile line-
up of industry leaders and celebrities 
who shared their professional journeys 
and creative philosophies. It served as a 
bridge between academic learning and 
the fast-paced reality of the media world. 
Students from across Mumbai participat-
ed in the sessions, seeking inspiration and 
networking opportunities.

The festival kicked off with a prac-
tical session on international education, 
guiding students through scholarship 
opportunities and the application process 
for global universities. This segment ad-
dressed the growing interest among Indi-
an students in pursuing advanced degrees 
abroad. Experts discussed which interna-
tional universities are currently in high 
demand and how to navigate the com-
petitive selection process. It provided a 
roadmap for those looking to expand their 
horizons beyond domestic media land-
scapes. A major highlight was the Artist 
Panel, where comedy icon Vir Das, actress 
Mithila Palkar, and performer Srushti 
Tawade discussed their craft. They shared 
insights into their latest projects and the 
importance of maintaining authenticity 
in a digital world. Vir Das spoke about 

the need for creative work to feel natural, 
while Mithila Palkar encouraged young 
creators to “keep it real.” Their presence 
highlighted the shifting trends in Indian 
entertainment, from traditional cinema to 
digital-first action comedies.

Throughout the day, specialized pan-
els delved into various niches, including 
sports broadcasting and the advertising 
industry. Sports commentators provided 
a deep dive into the world of live broad-
casting and the skills needed to succeed 
in that high-pressure environment. Mean-
while, the advertising panel explored the 
massive shift from conventional market-
ing to purpose-driven digital campaigns. 
Industry veterans analyzed how brands 
are now focusing on target-oriented com-
munications to reach modern consumers 
effectively.

To provide a well-rounded perspec-
tive, the festival also included discus-
sions on filmmaking and public policy. 
Filmmakers shared the technical and 
emotional aspects of visual storytell-
ing, emphasizing that a good story is the 
foundation of any successful film. The 
event concluded with a policy panel that 
tackled serious issues like urban develop-
ment, privacy rights, and displacement. 
This ensured that the students left with a 
better understanding of both the creative 
glamour and the social responsibilities in-
herent in the media field.

Media Stars and Experts 
Converge at St. Xavier’s Fest

Mumbai : The Tata Mumbai Mar-
athon 2026 served as a massive plat-
form for the non-profit organization 
Arpan to promote its #POCSOPakad-
Lega campaign, aimed at eradicating 
Child Sexual Abuse (CSA). Building 
on the momentum of its 2025 Child 
Safety Week, the organization used 
the high-visibility event to educate the 
public and reinforce the importance of 
the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act. The initiative 
sought to turn a somber issue into a 
mainstream conversation of collec-
tive accountability. The campaign’s 
central message, fronted by Nation-
al Award-winning actress and Arpan 
Goodwill Ambassador Vidya Balan, 
delivered a stern warning to potential 
offenders. 

By using the slogan “Kisi bhi 
bacche ko galat tareeke se chhua toh 
#POCSOPakadLega,” the organiza-
tion aimed to make the legal conse-
quences of abuse visible and inevita-
ble. During the Dream Run segment of 
the marathon, Arpan’s team marched 
with placards and slogans, turning the 
race into a demonstration of communi-
ty-led protection.

On-ground engagement at the 
event was bolstered by innovative 
installations, including a motorized 
“handcuff” display at the Motivation-
al Zone. This visual metaphor was 
designed to arrest the attention of the 
60,000 participants and spectators, 
symbolizing that no offender is beyond 
the reach of the law. Additionally, a 
public pledge board allowed attend-
ees to formally commit to child safe-
ty, while life-sized cut-outs of Vidya 
Balan encouraged social media am-
plification through “photo-ops” with a 
purpose.

Pooja Taparia, the Founder and 
CEO of Arpan, emphasized that 
the campaign is about breaking the 
long-standing silence surrounding 

Marathon Campaign Amplifies 
Fight Against Child Abuse

CSA in India. She stated that the marathon 
provided an unparalleled opportunity to 
transform awareness into action, noting 
that even a single adult stepping up can 
change a child’s life forever. The organi-
zation’s presence was a continuation of its 
award-winning efforts from the previous 
year, focusing heavily on making the POC-
SO Act a household name.

Arpan remains a leading voice in the 
field, having impacted over 2 crore indi-
viduals since 2007 through prevention and 
healing services. With a team of over 150 
professionals, the NGO works on every-
thing from school-based personal safety 
education to policy advocacy at the na-
tional level. By integrating their message 
into major public events like the Mumbai 
Marathon, they continue to drive the social 
change necessary to create a safer environ-
ment for children across the country.
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Editorial

The balance of power in Indian politics is currently 
clearly tilted in one direction. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has taken such a lead at all three levels - organization, 
leadership and electoral strategy - that the opposition's 
mass is becoming increasingly fragmented day by day. 
While the process of leadership change in the BJP is go-
ing smoothly, on the other hand, the opposition parties 
seem to be stuck in internal differences, selfish equations 
and directionless politics.

Currently, there is only one dominant force that is 
constantly underlining its influence on the horizon of In-
dian politics, and that is the Bharatiya Janata Party. The 
BJP will get a new full-time president in the coming 
week, and the election of a relatively new but organiza-
tionally loyal leader, Nitin Nabin, as the full-time presi-
dent from the post of working president says a lot. This 
election has once again proven how tight and impenetra-
ble the grip of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah on the party is. Despite facing many 
challenges at the international level and some degree of 
political deadlock, the BJP's coin is still ringing in do-
mestic politics. The issue of Hindutva is currently at the 
center of all political discussions and all other questions 
and problems seem to be secondary for the time being. 
This era of victory that began in 2014 is still going on 
with the same vigor, and the BJP has become a huge and 
precise machine for winning elections, not just a politi-
cal party, although the opposition is criticizing that it has 
become a huge and precise machine for winning elec-
tions.

In the face of this storm of BJP, the condition of non-
BJP parties has become very bad. The Congress, which 
once brought independence to the country under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, is in a state of disarray 
today. Although Rahul Gandhi is trying to raise impor-
tant issues, the party does not seem to be getting the de-
sired momentum. Although the opposition is constantly 
criticizing the functioning of the Election Commission 
and the role of Commissioner Dnyanesh Kumar, it does 
not seem to have any impact on the actual voting or the 
results. Although the opposition is crying foul over the 
Commission's conduct, it is becoming helpless before 
the BJP's electoral tactics. The 'India' alliance of the op-
position parties is currently going through a struggle for 
existence. Most of the regional parties in this alliance 
seem to have their vision limited to their own states. Be 
it China's infiltration or the controversial statements of 
US President Donald Trump, these regional parties have 
little to do with international issues like that. As long as 
the BJP does not bother them in their own states, they 
pretend to unite at the national level. 'Our business 
should run smoothly' is their main motto, and this alli-
ance goes down the drain when selfishness gets in the 
way.

In this age of instant noodles, political loyalties and 
alliance unity have become as fleeting as water on a taro 
leaf. The 'INDIA' alliance finds itself in a precarious situ-
ation, unable to hold on to its gains, and appears to have 
completely lost its momentum after the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. The BJP, like a skilled magician, creates con-
fusion by raising multiple issues simultaneously and 
achieves its political objectives amidst the chaos. The 
opposition is repeatedly failing to understand this tech-
nique. As the upcoming elections in Kerala draw closer, 
the conflict there is becoming more intense. After the last 
parliamentary session, Prime Minister Modi and opposi-
tion leaders, including Priyanka Gandhi, had an infor-
mal tea meeting. This cordial picture drew sharp criti-
cism from the Left parties in Kerala against the Congress. 
The Left parties are becoming restless due to the increas-
ing strength of the Congress in Kerala, and Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan's popularity also appears to be de-
clining. Vijayan's working style is being criticized as that 
of 'Kerala's Modi' even within his own party, and this 
decline of the Left has become a matter of concern for 
democracy.

On the other hand, Amit Shah has geared up to oust 
Mamata Banerjee's government in West Bengal. Efforts 
are underway to corner the Trinamool Congress using 
new legal and political issues. Although Mamata Baner-
jee is formally part of the 'INDIA' alliance, she is not in-
clined to leave any seats for the Congress in the upcom-
ing elections. Therefore, a direct contest is expected 
between the BJP and the Trinamool in Bengal. The situ-
ation is no different in Tamil Nadu. Since Chief Minister 
M. K. Stalin does not want to give the Congress a share 
in power, the Congress is now reportedly in contact with 
film star Vijay and his 'TVK' party. The BJP has also 
started working on forming a coalition of smaller parties 
there, along with the AIADMK. The conflict between 
the Aam Aadmi Party and the Congress in Punjab is well-
known, with the Congress trying to weaken Kejriwal's 
party, while the Congress accuses Kejriwal of acting as 
the BJP's 'B team'.In Jammu and Kashmir, the ruling Na-
tional Conference appears to be under pressure from the 
BJP, which is why the BJP's dominance is also felt in the 
politics there. Overall, given the current political situa-
tion, the possibility of opposition parties uniting in the 
coming year is extremely slim. While every regional 
party is struggling for its own existence, the BJP is 
strengthening its organization at both the central and 
state levels. It will be interesting to see how the new 
president, Nitin Naveen, under the guidance of Modi and 
Shah, carries forward the party's triumphant march. The 
lack of a concrete program and universally accepted 
leadership among the opposition is making these battles 
easier for the BJP. Looking at today's political situation, 
the defeat of the opposition is not only a result of the 
BJP's strength, but also a reflection of their own failures. 
Beyond declarations of unity, the opposition is failing to 
present a concrete program, credible leadership, and a 
national perspective. Regional self-interest, personal 
ambitions, and mutual distrust make opposition allianc-
es appear strong only on paper. Until the opposition 
overcomes these limitations, it will be impossible to stop 
the BJP's organized juggernaut. Until the opposition 
moves beyond its narrow regional identities and pres-
ents a national vision, it will be difficult for any alliance 
to stop the BJP's victorious march. The coming period 
will not only be about power equations, but also about 
determining who survives in the battle of ideologies.

The Opposition's 
Declining Unity

India is strengthening its 
semiconductor ecosystem as 
a strategic pillar of economic 
growth, technological capa-
bility, and national resil-
ience. With global demand 
for advanced electronics and 
AI-driven applications ris-
ing steadily, the semicon-
ductor industry is projected 
to reach nearly USD 1 tril-
lion by 2030. At present, the 
global semiconductor work-
force faces a shortfall of 
semiconductor talent, result-
ing in a requirement for over 
1 million additional skilled 
professionals by 2032. This 
positions India as a pivotal 
contributor to the global 
semiconductor ecosystem 
through targeted initiatives.

Recognizing chip design 
as a strategic national priori-
ty, the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) has 
implemented proactive mea-
sures to transform India’s 
semiconductor design land-
scape. These initiatives span 
approximately 400 organi-
zations, including 305 aca-
demic institutions under the 
Chips to Start-up (C2S) Pro-
gramme and 95 startups un-
der the Design Linked Incen-
tive (DLI) Scheme.

By enabling nationwide 
participation in semiconduc-
tor chip design, the C2S Pro-
gramme democratises ac-
cess to advanced design 
capabilities. It empowers 
students, researchers, and 
entrepreneurs irrespective of 
institution or location to de-
velop innovative semicon-
ductor solutions, and accel-
erating indigenous 
innovation in line with the 
vision of technological self-
reliance and global competi-
tiveness.

The C2S Programme is 
an umbrella capacity-build-
ing initiative launched by the 
MeitY in 2022, with a total 
outlay of ₹250 crore over 
five years, covering academ-
ic institutions across India.

The C2S Programme 
targets the development of 
85,000 industry-ready pro-
fessionals across undergrad-
uate, postgraduate, and doc-
toral levels. This includes: 
200 PhD scholars engaged in 
advanced research in chip 
design,

7000 M. Tech graduates 
specializing in VLSI or Em-
bedded Systems, 800 M. 
Tech graduates from com-
puter, communication, or 
electronic systems pro-
grammes with focused VLSI 
exposure, 69,000 B. Tech 
students trained through VL-
SI-oriented coursework.

Moreover, beyond man-

power generation, the C2S 
Programme aims to catalyse 
the incubation of 25 start-ups 
and enable 10 technology 
transfers. The programme 
also seeks to provide access 
to SMART lab facilities, 
train one lakh students, gen-
erate 50 patents, and support 
at least 2,000 focused re-
search publications.

This integrated ap-
proach of the C2S pro-
gramme supports innova-
tion, enhances 
employability, and enables 
academic institutions to play 
a more active role in India’s 
semiconductor value chain. 
This programme is a strong 
foundation for self-reliance, 
innovation, and global com-
petitiveness in the semicon-
ductor sector.

The C2S Programme 
adopts a comprehensive ap-
proach, providing students 
with hands-on experience in 
chip design, fabrication, and 
testing. This is achieved 
through regular training ses-
sions in collaboration with 
industry partners, combined 
with mentorship and practi-
cal support. Students gain 
access to advanced chip de-
sign tools, fabrication facili-
ties, and testing resources, 
including state-of-the-art 

EDA software and semicon-
ductor foundries, enabling 
them to design, build, and 
test their own chips. These 
opportunities also include 
implementing R&D projects 
under the C2S Programme to 
develop working prototypes 
of Application-Specific Inte-
grated Circuit (ASICs), Sys-
tems-on-Chip (SoCs), and 

Intellectual Property (IP) 
Core designs. This struc-
tured exposure bridges aca-
demic learning with practi-

cal semiconductor design 
and development work-
flows.

The ChipIN Centre at C-
DAC Bengaluru is one of 
India’s largest facilities pro-
viding shared semiconduc-
tor design infrastructure to 
academic institutions and 
startups across the country. It 
offers access to advanced 
chip design tools covering 
the entire design cycle, along 
with compute and hardware 

infrastructure, intellectual 
property cores, and technical 
mentorship. This centralized 
support enables institutions 
to undertake chip design and 
fabrication activities, 
strengthening India’s do-
mestic semiconductor de-
sign capability.

The Chips to Start-up 
Programme has delivered 

measurable outcomes across 
capacity building, infra-
structure access, and hands-
on chip design enablement. 

Through a combination of 
national technological facili-
ties and fabrication support, 
the programme has enabled 
large-scale participation 
from academic institutions 
and startups.

India’s chip design eco-
system under the Chips to 
Start-up Programme is being 
strengthened through a coor-
dinated institutional frame-
work that combines techno-
logical infrastructure 

support and large-scale ca-
pacity building. Key pro-
grammes and institutions 
such as C-DAC and ChipIN 
centre, provide end-to-end 
enablement for chip design 
education and innovation. 
By integrating R&D institu-
tions and industry partners, 
the C2S institutional frame-
work supports indigenous 
chip design and advances 
India’s objective of a self-re-
liant and globally competi-
tive semiconductor design 
ecosystem.

MeitY leads national 
semiconductor initiatives, 
provides policy direction, 
and anchors schemes such as 
Chips to Start-up Pro-
gramme. It also coordinates 
institutional and industry 
partnerships to strengthen 
India’s chip design and man-
ufacturing ecosystem. Me-
itY provides overall policy 
direction, funding support, 
and programme oversight 
for C2S. It aims to offset the 
existing disabilities in In-
dia’s domestic semiconduc-
tor design industry. It seeks 
to help Indian companies 
move up the semiconductor 

value chain.
C-DAC has established 

and operates the ChipIN 
Centre at Bengaluru, which 
serves as the national hub for 
chip design enablement. The 
Centre provides shared ac-
cess to commercial EDA 
tools, high-performance 
computing resources, IP li-
braries, and technical men-
toring. It also manages de-
sign onboarding, 
verification, and aggregation 

for fabrication.
Under the Chips to Start-

up Programme, SCL facili-
tates fabrication of chip de-
signs developed by students 
and researchers from partici-
pating academic institutions 
through shared wafer runs. 
SCL undertakes fabrication 
using established process 
technologies and provides 
packaging support for ap-
proved designs. Fabricated 
chips are delivered back to 
institutions, allowing stu-
dents to validate designs on 
silicon and gain practical ex-
posure to post-fabrication 
testing and evaluation.

These coordinated insti-
tutional frameworks ensure 
equitable access to national 
chip design infrastructure, 
strengthens academia–in-
dustry collaboration, and 
builds a steady pipeline of 
industry-ready chip design-
ers. It plays a critical role in 
advancing indigenous chip 
design capability and posi-
tioning India as a credible 
participant in the global 
semiconductor ecosystem.

Semiconductors have 
emerged as a strategic foun-
dation for innovation, eco-
nomic growth, and national 
security. Leadership in semi-
conductor design and talent 
development is increasingly 
central to global technologi-
cal competitiveness. Recog-
nising this, India is position-
ing its academic and 
innovation ecosystem to 
play a decisive role in shap-
ing future semiconductor 
technologies.

The Chips to Start-up 
Programme reflects India’s 
commitment to building a 
strong and self-reliant semi-
conductor ecosystem. By 
enabling large-scale skill de-
velopment, hands-on design 
experience, and access to 
national infrastructure, the 
programme is empowering 
students, researchers, start-
ups, and entrepreneurs to 
contribute to indigenous 
chip design and innovation. 
These efforts are strengthen-
ing India’s talent base, sup-
porting technological self-
reliance, and advancing the 
country’s journey towards 
becoming a globally com-
petitive hub for semiconduc-
tor design and development.

Fostering India’s Indigenous 
Chip Design Ecosystem

The Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship is organising the North East 
Regional Competition of IndiaSkills 2025–
26 from 19 to 22 January 2026 at Gauhati 
University, marking a significant milestone in 
India’s national skilling ecosystem. This is 
the first time a dedicated IndiaSkills Regional 
Competition is being conducted exclusively 
for the North Eastern Region, with participa-
tion from all eight North Eastern States. The 
National Skill Development Corporation 
(NSDC) is serving as the knowledge partner 
and implementing agency for IndiaSkills 
Competition 2025–26. The competition will 
bring together skilled youth from all eight 
North-Eastern states to compete across 26 
skill categories on a national platform cele-

brating regional talent and excellence.
The competition will be inaugurated on 

19 January 2026 by Shri Jayant Chaudhary, 
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and 
Minister of State for Education, Government 
of India, reaffirming the Government’s com-
mitment to strengthening skill development, 
regional inclusion and competitive excel-
lence across emerging regions of the country.

Smt. Hena Usman, Joint Secretary, Min-
istry of Skill Development and Entrepreneur-
ship, Government of India addressed the pre-
event press conference. The North East 
Regional Competition represents a decisive 
step in deepening India’s skilling architecture 
across emerging regions.

IndiaSkills is the country’s premier na-
tional skill competition framework, designed 
to identify, nurture and benchmark India’s 
best vocational talent against global stan-
dards, while creating a structured progression 
pathway for skilled youth from the grassroots 
to national and international platforms, in-
cluding the WorldSkills Competition. The 
ongoing IndiaSkills Competition 2025–26 
cycle has witnessed one of the widest partici-
pation footprints to date, with 3.65 lakh can-
didates registering from 35 States and Union 
Territories across 63 skill categories, through 
the Skill India Digital Hub.

The competition will commence with the 
Opening Ceremony at the B.K.B Auditorium, 
Gauhati University followed by a familiarisa-

tion programme on January 19.
The regional competition has been con-

ceptualised to reduce geographic and logisti-
cal barriers for participation, strengthen skill 
ecosystems in the North Eastern Region, and 
identify region-specific strengths and high-
potential candidates aligned with industry 
demand and national priorities.

This integrated approach ensures strong 
industry alignment, high-quality competition 
standards and adherence to national and inter-
national benchmarks. Winners from the 
North East Regional Competition will ad-
vance to the national stage of IndiaSkills 
Competition 2025–26, contributing to India’s 
growing pipeline of skilled talent for global 
opportunities.

IndiaSkills 2025–26: North East Regional Competition

The country's power dis-
tribution utilities (DIS-
COMs and power depart-
ments) have collectively 
recorded a positive Profit 
After Tax (PAT) of ₹2,701 
crore in year FY 2024-25 
marking a significant turning 
point for the sector. The dis-
tribution utilities as a whole 
have been reporting PAT 
losses for past several years 
since unbundling and corpo-
ratization of State Electricity 
Boards.

The positive PAT of 
₹2,701 crore returned in FY 
2024-25 compares to a loss 
of ₹25,553 crore in year FY 
2023-24 and a loss of 
₹67,962 crore in FY 2013-
14.

While commenting on 
this, Shri Manohar Lal, 
Union Minister of Power 
said that this marks a new 
chapter for the distribution 
sector and is a result of sev-
eral steps that have been tak-
en to redress the concerns of 

the distribution sector.
The Minister said this 

achievement was possible 
due to the leadership and vi-
sion of the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi cap-
tured in his words that, “In-
dia is driving not only its 
growth but also the growth 
of the world, with the energy 
sector playing a significant 
role in this”. Shri Manohar 
Lal said the government is 
committed to the required 
reforms in the sector so that 
the power sector can support 
our growing economy and 
play its part in the journey 
towards Viksit Bharat.

Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS): En-
hancing financial viability 
through infrastructure mod-
ernization and accelerated 
smart metering.

Additional Prudential 
Norms: Linking access to fi-
nance for Power sector Utili-
ties to achievement against 
performance benchmarks to 

promote fiscal and opera-
tional discipline.Amend-
ments to Electricity Rules: 
Enforcing timely cost ad-
justments, prudent tariff 
structures, and transparent 

subsidy accounting to ensure 
full cost recovery.

Electricity Distribution 
(Accounts and Additional 
Disclosure) Rules, 2025: In-
troducing uniform account-
ing and enhanced transpar-
ency across Distribution 

utilities for improved finan-
cial governance.

Late Payment Surcharge 
Rules: Enforcing legal con-
tracts through timely pay-
ments in the power sector 

thereby supporting invest-
ment in new RE projects.In-
centivizing states to imple-
ment critical power sector 
reforms, with borrowing 
limits tied to performance 
metrics as part of Additional 
Borrowing Scheme.

The result of these re-
forms is evident not just in 
the positive PAT posted by 
the Distribution Utilities af-
ter so many years, but also in 
other performance indica-
tors.

The Aggregate Techni-
cal & Commercial (AT&C) 
losses have reduced over the 
years, signalling a transfor-
mation. The AT&C losses 
have reduced from 22.62% 
in FY 2013-14 to 15.04% in 
FY 2024-25.Further, signal-
ling much improved cost re-
covery, the Average Cost of 
Supply–Average Revenue 
Realized (ACS–ARR) gap 
has narrowed from ₹0.78/
kWh in FY 2013-14 to ₹0.06/
kWh in FY 2024-25.Re-
forms such as the Electricity 
(Late Payment Surcharge) 
Rules have led to a 96% re-
duction in outstanding dues 
to generating companies—
from ₹1,39,947 crore in 
2022 to just ₹4,927 crore by 
January 2026—while bring-

ing down Distribution utility 
payment cycles from 178 
days in FY 2020-21 to 113 
days in FY 2024-25.

The Ministry of Power 
has put in concerted efforts 
over the past decade to im-
prove the performance of 
distribution utilities across 
the country. In addition to the 
different policy initiatives, 
extensive engagements with 
States and UTs have empha-
sized reforms in the distribu-
tion sector. These include 
discussions led by Shri 
Manohar Lal, Union Power 
Minister during the Regional 
Conferences of Energy Min-
isters of States/UTs in 2025 
- Gangtok (Northeastern Re-
gion), Mumbai (Western Re-
gion), Bengaluru (Southern 
Region), Chandigarh 
(Northern Region) and Patna 
(Eastern Region). Regular 
interactions and review have 
played an important role in 
DISCOMs accomplishing 
this remarkable turnaround.

Several Initiatives in the Distribution 
Sector Improve Key Performance Indicators
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Pune:  Serious public health con-
cerns have surfaced in Pune’s Karve 
Nagar area after residents reported 
the supply of sewage-mixed drinking 
water, triggering widespread anger 
and alarm among locals.

The incident has raised fears of a 
potential outbreak of waterborne dis-
eases, including diarrhoea, vomiting, 
fever, and skin infections, particular-
ly affecting children and the elderly.

According to residents, contam-
inated and foul-smelling water was 
supplied across several parts of the 
locality, rendering the water unfit for 
consumption or daily household use.

The issue came to light on Sun-
day, January 18, in the Gaikwad 
Chawl area near Bhujbal Bungalow, 
where sewage-contaminated water 
was found flowing through the main 
water supply pipeline.

Residents said that during the 
morning water supply, multiple 
households received dirty and disco-
loured water directly from their taps.

In several homes, the water 
appeared blackish in colour and 
emitted a strong, unbearable odour, 
prompting immediate concern and 
panic among families.

Many citizens claimed that visi-
ble traces of sewage were present in 
the water, leaving no doubt about the 
extent of contamination.

Several residents said they re-
frained from using the water even for 
basic activities such as washing uten-
sils or bathing, fearing serious health 
consequences.Angry locals accused 
the civic administration of gross 
negligence, alleging that repeated 
complaints about pipeline issues in 
the area had gone unaddressed.

Sewage-mixed water supply sparks 
health concerns in Pune’s Karve Nagar Thane:  Tension contin-

ues to prevail in the power-
loom town of Bhiwandi after 
a clash erupted between two 
rival political groups late 
on Sunday night, triggering 
concern over law and order 
in the area.

The incident reportedly 
followed the recent munic-
ipal corporation election 
results and has deepened po-
litical hostilities between the 
competing factions.

Former Bhiwandi May-
or Vilas Patil alleged that 
Mit Choughule, son of BJP 
MLA Mahesh Choughule, 
led an attack on the bunga-
lows of Konark Vikas Agh-
adi’s winning candidates.

According to Patil, the 
bungalows targeted in the 
alleged attack belong to him 
and his wife, Pratibha Patil, 

both of whom have previ-
ously served as mayors of 
Bhiwandi.

He claimed that win-
dow panes were damaged 
during the attack and that 
women and children inside 
the houses were threatened, 
creating panic among fam-
ily members.Patil further 
alleged that his wife, Prati-
bha Patil, sustained injuries 
during the incident, though 
details regarding the nature 
and severity of her injuries 
were not immediately clear.
Following the alleged attack, 
members and supporters 
of the Konark Vikas Agh-
adi staged a sit-in protest at 
Shivaji Chowk, demanding 
action against those respon-
sible.Vilas Patil claimed 
that while the protest was 
underway, supporters of the 

BJP MLA attacked the dem-
onstrators in the presence of 
police personnel.

He accused the Bhiwan-
di police administration of 
acting under political pres-
sure and failing to protect 
his supporters during the 
confrontation.

Patil alleged that Mit 
Choughule and his support-
ers carried out the attack out 
of anger over their defeat in 
the recent municipal corpo-
ration elections.

As tensions escalated 
and clashes intensified be-
tween the two groups, po-
lice intervened to prevent 
further violence.To disperse 
the crowd and restore order, 
the police resorted to a lathi-
charge, after which the situ-
ation gradually came under 
control.

Clash Erupts in Bhiwandi; Former Mayor 
Injured, Police Lathi-Charge Protesters

Ch. Sambhajinagar:  
The Aurangabad bench of 
the Bombay High Court has 
quashed a first information 
report and criminal proceed-
ings for abetment of suicide 
registered against a young 
nursing student from Beed, 
holding that a mere love af-
fair or refusal to marry does 
not constitute instigation to 
suicide in the absence of any 
specific overt act or guilty 
intent.

The ruling was deliv-
ered by Justice S. G. Cha-
palgaonkar recently, while 
allowing Criminal Appli-
cation No. 2475 of 2025 
filed by the applicant, Aarti 
Suresh Sonavane, under 
Section 482 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. The 
court quashed Crime No. 
21 of 2024 registered at 
Shivajinagar Police Station, 
Beed and the consequential 
charge-sheet in RCC No. 
152 of 2024 pending before 
the Chief Judicial Magis-
trate, Beed, for an offence 
under Section 306 of the In-
dian Penal Code.

The criminal proceed-
ings had arisen from a com-
plaint lodged by the father 

of one Nilesh, who was pre-
paring for recruitment in the 
police department and was 
allegedly in a romantic rela-
tionship with the applicant. 
According to the complaint, 
Nilesh informed his parents 
about the relationship on 
November 30, 2023, trav-
elled to Beed on December 
20 to appear for an examina-
tion, and was found dead by 
suicide through strangula-
tion on December 23, 2023, 
at around 7 pm.

It was alleged in the FIR 
that due to the relationship, 
the applicant frequently 
contacted the deceased and 
that her conduct amounted 
to abetment, leading him to 
take the extreme step. On 
this basis, a case under Sec-
tion 306 IPC was registered 
and investigation culminat-
ed in the filing of a charge-
sheet before the trial court.

Before the High Court, 
the defence counsel argued 
that even if the FIR and 
charge-sheet material were 
accepted at face value, they 
failed to disclose the essen-
tial ingredients of abetment 
of suicide as defined under 
Sections 107 and 306 IPC. 

It was contended that the ap-
plicant, a BSc Nursing stu-
dent, had been unnecessarily 
implicated and that a rela-
tionship and mobile phone 
conversations, by them-
selves, could not amount to 
instigation, aiding or con-
spiracy.

The defence relied on 
recent Supreme Court rul-
ings, including Prabhu v 
State represented by Inspec-
tor of Police, to submit that 
even in cases involving bro-
ken relationships, criminal 
liability for abetment cannot 
be imposed unless there is 
clear material showing in-
tentional provocation or 
goading to commit suicide.

Opposing the plea, the 
Additional Public Prose-
cutor argued that a witness 

statement indicated the de-
ceased had ended his life 
after the applicant alleged-
ly refused to marry him. 
However, after examining 
the FIR, witness statements 
and charge-sheet material, 
the court observed that the 
allegations against the ap-
plicant were confined to the 
existence of a relationship 
and did not attribute any 
specific act, threat, humili-
ation or continuous conduct 
that could have driven the 
deceased to suicide.

In its legal analysis, 
the High Court referred to 
Chapter V of the IPC and 
reiterated settled principles 
on abetment. The court cit-
ed Ramesh Kumar v State 
of Chhattisgarh, where the 
Supreme Court held that in-

stigation involves goading 
or provoking with reason-
able certainty of inciting 
the consequence, and that 
words spoken in anger or 
emotion without intent can-
not amount to instigation. 
Reference was also made to 
Chitresh Kumar Chopra v 
State (NCT of Delhi), which 
emphasised the requirement 
of intention to provoke or 
encourage suicide.

Applying these princi-
ples, High Court held that 
the only allegation discern-
ible from the record was that 
the applicant had refused to 
marry the deceased, which 
could not, by itself, be treat-
ed as a positive act with 
the requisite guilty intent 
to attract Section 306 IPC. 
The court concluded that 
continuation of the criminal 
proceedings would amount 
to an abuse of the process 
of law.

Accordingly, the High 
Court exercised its inherent 
powers under Section 482 
CrPC, quashed the FIR, the 
charge-sheet, and all related 
proceedings against the ap-
plicant, and disposed of the 
application.

Bombay HC rules love affair and refusal to 
marry do not amount to Abetment of Suicide

Nagpur:  BJP Member 
of the Legislative Council 
Sandip Joshi, known to be 
close to Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis and union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari, on Monday 
declared his decision to re-
tire from politics, saying the 
move is intended to create 
space for the younger gen-
eration.

In a letter shared on his 
social media platforms and 
addressed to his supporters, 
the 55-year-old leader said 
politics for him was never 
about power or status but 
about selfless service and 
commitment.

Joshi expressed concern 
over the present political 
environment, marked by 
defections for power, oppor-
tunism, and intense compe-
tition.

Such developments 
disturb not only common 
citizens but also sincere 
party workers. With limited 
opportunities and growing 
ambitions, hardly anyone is 
willing to step aside, which 
he described as “today’s 
harsh reality.”

Stating that he still con-
siders himself an ordinary 

BJP worker, Joshi said the 
prevailing situation con-
vinced him that he should 
be the one to step back. He 
announced this decision 
through his letter, noting that 
he has served as a corporator 
and mayor of Nagpur in the 
past.

Emphasising the need to 
encourage young leadership, 
Joshi said that after deep in-
trospection, he has decided 
to bring his political journey 
to a close.

Acknowledging the role 
played by the party in shap-
ing his career, he sought for-
giveness from senior leaders 
Nitin Gadkari and Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
while announcing his deci-
sion.

Joshi clarified that his 
current term as an MLC will 
continue until May 13 this 
year and he will fulfill this 
responsibility as entrusted 
by the party.

 However, after that 
date, “he will neither seek a 
ticket nor accept one even if 
offered,” he said. The oppor-
tunity, he added, should go 
to a young grassroots work-
er or to whoever the party 
deems fit.

He further stated that 
following May 13, he would 
completely withdraw from 
active politics, stressing that 
the decision was made after 
careful and thoughtful con-
sideration, not due to any 
emotional impulse. Going 
forward, he plans to function 
as a social worker and con-
tinue serving the public.

Joshi also acknowledged 
the significant influence of 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh in his life after his 
family and expressed heart-
felt gratitude to the BJP for 
the various opportunities he 
received throughout his po-
litical career.

He noted that if he chose 
to remain in politics, future 
opportunities would likely 
arise. Highlighting the BJP’s 
culture, he said it is a par-
ty where even an ordinary 
worker can rise to become 
the Prime Minister of the 
country. However, he firmly 
believes that his continued 
presence should not deprive 
any ordinary worker of op-
portunities.

“In my absence, noth-
ing will be obstructed for 
anyone. This is the ultimate 
truth,” he added.

BJP MLC Sandip Joshi 
announces exit from active politics

Pune:  Rapid urbaniza-
tion in recent years has led to 
large-scale tree cutting, dis-
turbing ecological balance 
and contributing to rising 
temperatures and declin-
ing air quality. Against this 
backdrop, urban forestry has 
emerged as a vital solution 
for restoring environmental 
harmony and building cli-
mate resilience.

In a strong step towards 
environmental conservation 
and sustainable urban forest-
ry, Tenneco Clean Air India 
Ltd, in association with the 
Indian Army (15 Battalion, 
Jat Regiment) and Vagh-
mi Foundation, organized 
a large-scale Vrikshavro-
pan Abhiyan (Tree Planta-
tion Drive) aiming to plant 
5,000 trees within a month, 
reinforcing the collective 
commitment of corporate, 
civil society, and the armed 
forces towards a cleaner and 
healthier environment, a re-
lease stated on Monday.

The Vrikshavropan 
Abhiyan, conducted under 
the guidance and protocol 
of the Indian Army – 15 
Battalion, Jat Regiment, re-
flects a collaborative effort 
to enhance green cover and 
promote long-term environ-
mental sustainability.

As part of the initiative, 
5,000 trees will be planted in 
phases, with the first set of 
saplings planted during the 
event and the remaining to 
be planted within a month.

The Vrikshavropan 
Abhiyan, conducted under 
the guidance and protocol 
of the Indian Army – 15 
Battalion, Jat Regiment, re-
flects a collaborative effort 
to enhance green cover and 
promote long-term environ-
mental sustainability.

Speaking to the media 
here, Rishi Verma, Presi-
dent of Tenneco Clean Air, 
said the initiative reflects the 
company’s commitment to a 
cleaner and healthier envi-
ronment.

Our project is to plant 
5,000 trees. This initiative 
is closely linked to our core 
purpose of working towards 
a cleaner and healthier en-
vironment for tomorrow. 
Through this plantation 
drive, we are making a hum-
ble contribution to society,” 
Verma said.

Explaining the decision 
to carry out the plantation on 
Army land, Verma added that 
earlier drives faced challeng-
es in ensuring the survival of 
saplings.We have conducted 
plantation campaigns earlier, 
but the survival rate was not 
very encouraging. This time, 
we approached Colonel 
Jhala to allow plantation on 
Army land so that the trees 
can be properly cared for 
with the support of Vaghmi 
Foundation. The saplings are 
geo-tagged, which will help 
us monitor them and ensure 
timely watering,” he said.

R.C. Subramanyam, 
Manager at Tenneco Auto-
motive India said sustained 
maintenance is crucial for 
the success of such initia-
tives.As business profes-
sionals, it becomes difficult 
for us to look after plants 
on a daily basis. That is why 
we chose Army land, where 
the trees will receive regu-
lar care and are expected to 
have a near-100 percent sur-
vival rate. We appeal to citi-
zens to plant more trees for 
the betterment of the climate 

and society, he said.
Samaiirah, Founder and 

Director of Vaghmi Foun-
dation, highlighted We have 
been working on green 
initiatives for the last five 
years. In Pune, a large num-
ber of trees have been cut 
in recent years, and we are 
fighting against this from the 
street level to the Supreme 
Court. Oxygen is essential 
for survival, and our work is 
for the people she said.

Our target is not lim-
ited to 5,000 trees. So far, 
we have planted more than 
13,000 trees with a 100 
percent survival rate. Army 
land was chosen because 
plantations here are regular-
ly audited. We have a dedi-
cated team of ten members 
to take care of these trees. 
This initiative is not limited 
to Pune; we are planning 
similar drives across India,” 
Samaiirah said.The plan-
tation drive was organized 
under the guidance and pro-
tocol of the Indian Army and 
reflects a joint effort by the 
corporate sector, civil so-
ciety and the armed forces 
to address environmental 
challenges arising from rap-
id urbanization. The event 
was attended by Tenneco’s 
leadership team, Col Bharat 
Singh Jhala - Sena Medals 
Bar commanding officer of 
15 battalion of jat regiment, 
Major Pankaj Kumar, Social 
Activist Ameet Singh .

Tenneco Clean Air, Indian Army 
and Vaghmi Foundation Launch 

5,000-Tree Plantation Drive in Pune

BJP responds to Shinde Sena’s mayoral 
demand , Councillors housed in five-star hotel

Mumbai:  Politics sur-
rounding the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation have 
intensified following the civ-
ic poll results, with discus-
sions emerging over pow-
er-sharing within the ruling 
alliance taking center stage.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde reportedly 
accommodated 29 Shinde 
Sena councillors at a five-
star hotel in Mumbai im-
mediately after the results, 
sparking widespread politi-
cal speculation.

According to political 
observers, the move is being 
seen as an attempt to exert 
pressure on the Bharatiya 
Janata Party for securing the 
mayor’s post for two and a 
half years, along with key 
positions in important civic 
committees.

The issue gained further 
attention after senior BJP 

leader and cabinet minister 
Chandrashekhar Bawankule 
commented publicly on the 
matter for the first time.

Although the BJP 
emerged as the single largest 
party by winning 89 seats 
in the Mumbai civic polls, 
it requires the support of 
the Shinde Sena to form the 
municipal administration, 
as both parties had contest-
ed the elections as allies. In 
contrast, only 29 candidates 
from the Shinde Sena were 
elected as councillors. De-
spite the smaller number, 
there are claims that efforts 
are being made to negotiate 
a stronger share of power.

Responding to questions 
on how the mayoral decision 
would be taken, Bawankule 
said that the party’s parlia-
mentary board would con-
sider any formal demands 
once they are officially 

placed. He clarified that no 
such demand had been com-
municated to him personally 
so far.

 He also noted that Shin-
de is a member of the parlia-
mentary board and that key 
decisions would be taken 
collectively in the coordina-
tion committee, which in-
cludes Devendra Fadnavis, 
Ajit Pawar, and Shinde.

Bawankule further stat-
ed that if there is any de-
mand related to the mayor’s 

post, Shinde would discuss 
it directly with Chief Min-
ister Fadnavis. He empha-
sised that such discussions 
are not held in the media or 
with journalists, and would 
remain internal between the 
senior leaders concerned. 
Beyond this clarification, he 
chose not to elaborate fur-
ther.

Meanwhile, all Shinde 
Sena councillors are current-
ly staying at the Taj Lands 
End hotel in Mumbai. There 

is speculation in some sec-
tions of the media that a few 
councillors are in contact 
with Uddhav Thackeray. 
Reports have also claimed 
that certain councillors have 
expressed that they do not 
hold any disrespect towards 
Thackeray. Political observ-
ers suggest that keeping the 
councillors together in a ho-
tel is a precautionary mea-
sure to prevent defections, 
although no official confir-
mation of this has been pro-
vided so far.

At the same time, it is 
being said that the Shinde 
Sena is keen on securing 
representation in key com-
mittees of the Mumbai civ-
ic body. This has fuelled 
further discussion that the 
hotel stay arrangement was 
part of a broader strategy to 
strengthen bargaining power 
within the alliance.

Mumbai :  British citizen and 
NHS UK consultant Dr Sangram 
Patil was stopped at Mumbai Inter-
national Airport while attempting to 
return to the United Kingdom, days 
after being questioned by Mumbai 
Police over social media posts crit-
ical of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
The incident has triggered renewed 
scrutiny of the case against him and 
the continued enforcement of a Look 
Out Circular despite his cooperation 
with investigators.Dr Patil, who has 
been openly critical of the BJP on 
social media platforms, had travelled 
to India earlier this month with his 
family. 

On January 10, Mumbai Police 
detained him for questioning in con-
nection with a Facebook post. The 
Crime Branch later clarified that the 
action did not constitute an arrest and 
was limited to questioning alone. As 
part of the investigation, Dr Patil ap-
peared before Unit 3 of the Mumbai 
Crime Branch on the same day and 

again on January 16, when he sub-
mitted a written statement.

According to sources, Dr Patil 
had informed investigating officers 
that he would be returning to the 
UK on the morning of January 19 
and was assured that the Look Out 
Circular issued against him would 
be withdrawn prior to his departure. 
However, the situation unfolded 
differently at the airport. Dr Patil 
reached Mumbai International Air-

port early on January 19 to board 
an 8 am IndiGo flight to London, 
but was stopped at the immigration 
counter and informed that he could 
not travel abroad due to an active 
Look Out Circular. His onward jour-
ney was halted without prior notice.
The case against Dr Patil is being in-
vestigated by Mumbai Crime Branch 
officers Sharad Dharave and Milind 
Kathe. A case has been registered in 
the Cyber Crime Department under 

the provisions of the Information 
Technology Act, based on which the 
Look Out Circular was issued.The 
complaint in the matter was filed 
by Nikhil Shamrao Bhamre, a resi-
dent of Thane West and social media 
convenor of the BJP Maharashtra 
region. According to the complaint, 
objectionable content was published 
on December 14 from the Facebook 
accounts ‘Shahar Vikas Aghadi’ and 
‘Dr Sangram Patil’. The posts were 
alleged to be derogatory, misleading 
and hateful towards national leaders 
and the BJP, with claims that objec-
tionable remarks were also made 
about a woman. Acting on these al-
legations, the Cyber Crime Depart-
ment initiated action.With Dr Patil 
being prevented from leaving the 
country despite complying with in-
vestigation procedures, the episode 
has drawn wider attention, including 
from political circles, and has inten-
sified debate around free expression, 
due process, and procedural fairness.

British NHS consultant halted at 
Mumbai airport over social media posts
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Mumbai :  An ambitious bi-
ographical feature chronicling the 
life of legendary Danish author 
Hans Christian Andersen is official-
ly moving forward, with acclaimed 
filmmaker Nikolaj Arcel attached to 
direct the project titled My Fairytale 
Life.

The film aims to explore the 
complex personal journey of An-
dersen, whose timeless stories such 
as The Little Mermaid, The Ugly 
Duckling, and The Snow Queen 
have left an indelible mark on world 
literature.

My Fairytale Life marks a sig-
nificant reunion between Arcel and 
screenwriter Anders Thomas Jensen, 
rekindling a creative partnership that 
was recently revived on the histori-
cal epic The Promised Land, accord-
ing to a report by Deadline.

Known for their sharp storytell-
ing and nuanced character studies, 
Arcel and Jensen are expected to 
bring both emotional depth and dark 
humour to Andersen’s life story.

Rather than focusing solely 
on Andersen’s later fame, the film 
delves into his formative years, por-
traying him as a socially awkward 
outsider driven by ambition and 
deep emotional insecurity.

The synopsis reveals that An-
dersen arrives in Copenhagen as a 
virtual nobody, armed with grand 
dreams of conquering Denmark’s 
cultural elite and becoming a cel-
ebrated artist.Set against a vibrant 
yet unforgiving backdrop, the story 
unfolds in a world populated by ac-

tors, playwrights, and elitist patrons, 
where talent alone is not always 
enough to secure acceptance.

Christian’s fierce determination 
to gain recognition and affection 

becomes the emotional core of the 
narrative, highlighting his lifelong 
struggle to belong in society.

However, the film also exam-
ines the darker side of ambition, as 

Andersen’s delusions of grandeur 
threaten to undermine his chances 
of success.

Ironically, the very identity that 
would later immortalise him — that 
of a children’s fairytale writer — is 
something the young Andersen ve-
hemently resists, viewing it as a lim-
itation rather than a triumph.

The production of My Fairytale 
Life will be led by producers Lou-
ise Vesth and Tine Mikkelsen under 
the banner of Zentropa Entertain-
ments4.

The project is being mounted as 
an international co-production with 
Zentropa Berlin GmbH, underscor-
ing its broad European scope and 
appeal.

Financial and institutional sup-
port has been extended by The Dan-
ish Film Institute Market Scheme 
and FilmFyn, in cooperation with 
broadcaster TV2, Nordisk Film Dis-
tribution, and Plaion Pictures.

The film is also co-funded by 
the European Union, reflecting con-
tinued backing for culturally signifi-
cant European storytelling.

Nordisk Film Distribution will 
handle domestic release in Denmark, 
while TrustNordisk has secured in-
ternational sales, positioning the 
film for a strong global presence.

Principal photography on My 
Fairytale Life is expected to begin in 
late 2026, with anticipation building 
around what promises to be a rich-
ly textured and revealing portrait 
of one of literature’s most enduring 
figures.

Hans Christian Andersen biopic ‘My 
Fairytale Life’ set under Nikolaj Arcel direction

Mumbai : Amruta Khan-
vilkar has long been admired 
for her courage in embracing 
challenging and unconven-
tional roles, and her experi-
ence on the sets of Taskaree: 
The Smuggler’s Web proved 
that reputation well-earned.

The Netflix web series 
marked a major milestone in 
Amruta’s career, as it was her 
first full-fledged project driv-
en heavily by action, pushing 
her into physically demand-
ing and unfamiliar territory.

Known primarily for her 
strong performances across 
genres, the transition to an 
action-oriented role required 
intense physical preparation, 
discipline, and mental fo-
cus—areas that were relative-
ly new for the actor.Recalling 
her early days on the shoot, 
Amruta revealed that her 
introduction to action chore-
ography came with an unex-
pected and painful setback.
During her very first action 
sequence, she sustained an 
injury after accidentally hit-
ting a stuntman on the face, 
an incident that left her wrist 
swollen for over a month.
Despite the pain and discom-
fort, Amruta chose not to halt 
filming, demonstrating her 
professionalism and commit-
ment to the project.

“While shooting my first 
action sequence, I got injured 

but continued filming,” she 
shared, candidly describing 
the incident that occurred on 
set.The actor explained that 
the intensity of action scenes 
often makes it difficult to ac-
curately judge force, timing, 
and movement, especially for 
performers new to the genre.
What initially appeared to 
be a discouraging experi-
ence gradually turned into 
a valuable learning curve 
for Amruta.

“Despite the injury, it 
was a very rewarding expe-
rience for me, as it helped 
me understand the dos and 
don’ts of action sequenc-
es,” she said, reflecting 
on the lesson the mishap 
taught her.

Amruta also openly 
acknowledged that her 
boundless enthusiasm 
sometimes led to 
unintended conse-
quences during ac-
tion scenes.She re-
vealed that she would 
occasionally end up 
hitting her co-actors un-
intentionally, making 
certain moments more 
real than planned.

“People on set were 
often hesitant to perform 
action scenes with me 
because I would uninten-
tionally hit them,” she 
said, laughing about it in 

hindsight.
One such instance be-

came a light-hearted joke 
o n the set, 

with co-star Emraan Hashmi 
playfully refusing to perform 
action scenes with her.“Em-
raan would jokingly tell ev-
eryone on set that he refused 
to do any action scenes with 
me,” Amruta recalled, high-
lighting the camaraderie that 
helped balance the demand-
ing shoot.Ultimately, what 
began as a physically 
taxing experience helped 
Amruta gain a deeper 
understanding of the 
discipline, control, and 

precision required in 
action choreogra-

phy.

Amruta Khanvilkar recalls injury during intensTaskaree 
action shoot: “My wrist remained swollen for over a month”

Mumbai :  Lyricist and 
screenwriter Varun Grover 
has come out in support 
of AR Rahman after the 
Oscar-winning composer 
faced backlash over his re-
cent remarks, which were 
interpreted by some as 
“communal.”

Rahman had courted 
controversy during a pub-
lic interaction where he 
described the film Chhaava 
as “divisive” and hinted at 
experiencing communalism 
within the industry.

His comments triggered 
sharp criticism online, 
prompting the composer 
to later issue a statement 
expressing regret for any 
“pain” his words may have 
caused.

Amid the outrage, Na-
tional Award-winning lyri-
cist Varun Grover publicly 
defended Rahman. Sharing 
the iconic song ‘O Paalan-
haare’ from Lagaan, com-
posed by Rahman, on X, 
Grover criticised the reac-
tion to the composer’s re-
marks.

In his post, he wrote, 
“The greatest living com-
poser of the last 3 decades 
got attacked and abused 
(even by people within 
the industry) for stating 
an opinion in the politest, 
mildest manner, that too 
based on his lived-experi-

ence.”
He further added, “And 

the very next day was 

forced to issue an apolo-
gy/clarification to calm the 
toxic mob down. If any 
further proof was needed to 
confirm his hints at the ris-
ing divisiveness...”

Earlier on Sunday, 
Rahman released a video 
message addressing the sit-
uation, reaffirming his deep 
connection with India and 
his purpose as an artist.

“Music has always been 
my way of connecting, cel-
ebrating and honouring our 
culture. India is my inspi-
ration, my teacher and my 
home.

 I understand that in-
tentions can sometimes be 
misunderstood. But my 
purpose has always been 
to uplift, honour and serve 
through music.

 I have never wished to 

cause pain, and I hope my 
sincerity is felt,” he said.

In a separate interview 

with BBC Asian Network, 
Rahman was asked whether 
he had ever faced prejudice 
in Bollywood as a Tamil 
composer.

Reflecting on his jour-
ney, he remarked, “Maybe 
I never got to know of this, 
maybe it was concealed by 
God, but I didn’t feel any of 
this.

 The past eight years, 
maybe, because a power 
shift has happened, and 
people who are not creative 
have the power now. It 
might be a communal thing 
also… but it is not in my 
face.”

During the same inter-
view, Rahman reiterated 
his criticism of Chhaava, 
accusing.

The film of exploiting 
“divisiveness.”

Lyricist Varun Grover stands by 
AR Rahman after online criticism

Mumbai :  Bangladeshi 
filmmaker Leesa Gazi is 
set to direct “Shasti” (Pun-
ishment), a contemporary 
adaptation of Nobel laure-
ate Rabindranath Tagore’s 
1893 short story, backed by 
an international production 
consortium, reports Variety.

The psychological dra-
ma stars Pori Moni, Chan-
chal Chowdhury, Aanon 
Siddiqua, and Arka Das in 
lead roles, with Kazi Ruma 
and Kamrunnahar Munni in 
supporting parts. Principal 
photography is scheduled to 
take place in Dhaka during 
October and November.

Inspired by Tagore’s 
original work, the film cen-
tres on the mysterious death 
of social media influencer 
Lucky, allegedly killed by 
her sister-in-law Meera, 
triggering an intense media 
frenzy. As a manipulated 
trial unfolds, the narrative 
delves into buried family 
secrets, betrayal and power 
dynamics within a society 
consumed by public judge-
ment and punishment, ac-
cording to Variety.

“Shasti” marks Gazi’s 
second fiction feature, fol-
lowing “A House Named 

Shahana,” which made 
history as Bangladesh’s 
first woman-directed sub-
mission for the Academy 
Awards’ Best International 
Feature category at the 98th 
Oscars.

The film is produced by 
Komola Collective, San-
at Initiative, Awedacious 
Originals, Goopy Bagha 
Productions, Screenxcope 
Australia and Black & 
White Workshop Inc. Gazi 
produces alongside Abid 
Aziz Merchant, Apoorva 
Bakshi and Arifur Rahman, 
with Sakib Iftekhar and 
Rainbow Fong serving as 
co-producers. Faisal Gazi 
and Tulip Kabir are execu-
tive producers, while Abbas 
Nokhasteh and Kazi Ruma 
serve as co-executive pro-
ducers.

The creative team in-
cludes Gazi and Aanon 
Siddiqua on the original 
story, with the screenplay 
written by Gazi, Siddiqua 
and Sadia Khalid Reeti. 
Alex Unai serves as cine-
matographer, Tania Rah-
man as casting director and 
line producer, Nahid Masud 
handles on-location sound, 
Rasheed Sharif Shoaib 

oversees background score 
and sound design, Sharmin 
Doza is the script supervi-
sor, and Raza Sumit Rah-
man serves as Maizbhan-
dari song music director.

“I have been trying to 
understand the time we 
are living in, and this film 
emerged from that urgen-
cy and restlessness,” Gazi 
said. “It lives in contrast—
between timelines, between 
perception and reality, be-
tween actual and virtual 
life, and between what is 
visible and what remains 
hidden. It reflects on truth, 
justice and the silent bat-
tles many continue to fight. 
Making this film is both a 

reckoning and a search for 
hope,” as quoted by Variety.

Producer Abid Aziz 
Merchant described the film 
as “a modern-day interpre-
tation of Tagore’s short sto-
ry that will leave a lasting 
impact on audiences and 
inspire change through its 
powerful narrative.”

Apoorva Bakshi add-
ed, “Working with Leesa 
Gazi on this adaptation of 
Tagore’s ‘Shasti’ has been 
creatively exhilarating. 
She has an instinctive un-
derstanding of character, 
silence and moral tension—
qualities essential to trans-
lating Tagore’s world into 
cinema. The script honours 

the emotional complexity 
of the original while bold-
ly reimagining it for our 
times.”

Arifur Rahman said, “I 
always choose the filmmak-
er before the film. Leesa 
Gazi is a powerful voice 
who challenges society 
through empathetic story-
telling. This is our second 
collaboration, and I believe 
‘Shasti’ will be among the 
most intense psychological 
dramas of our time.”A pre-
vious adaptation of “Shas-
ti,” directed by Chashi 
Nazrul Islam, was released 
in Bangladesh in 2004.
Co-producer Sakib Iftekhar 
noted that the film offers “an 
unflinching examination 
of how power, gender and 
mental health collide with 
public judgement in con-
temporary society, without 
offering false resolution,” 
while remaining deeply 
rooted in present-day Dha-
ka.Rainbow Fong added, 
“‘Shasti’ is a rare cinematic 
experience—emotionally 
powerful and rich in mean-
ing. I’m confident it will 
resonate widely and find 
strong support on the global 
festival circuit.”

Leesa Gazi to direct contemporary 
Tagore adaptation ‘Shasti’ Mumbai :  The mak-

ers of director Merlapaka 
Gandhi’s upcoming In-
do-Korean horror-comedy, 
previously referred to as 
VT15, have officially an-
nounced the film’s title as 
‘Korean Kanakaraju’. Telu-
gu star Varun Tej leads the 
project.

The announcement was 
made by First Frame Enter-
tainments on social media 
to coincide with Varun Tej’s 
birthday on Monday.

Sharing a link to a title 
glimpse video, the produc-
tion house wrote, “VT15 
is KoreanKanakaraju. KO-
KAGlimpse Out Now. Hap-
py Birthday IAmVarunTej. 
Get ready for a roller-coast-
er of fun and thrills in the-
atres this Summer 2026. 
HBDVarunTej”

Varun Tej also shared 
the glimpse on his X time-
line, stating, “Meet Korean 
Kanakaraju. See you all 
in theatres this SUMMER 
2026. KoreanKanakaraju”

The 30-second glimpse 
opens with an Indian pho-
tographer being interrogat-
ed by Korean police, who 
demand information about 
a mysterious figure called 
Kanakaraju. Initially, the 
photographer struggles to 
understand due to the lan-

guage barrier. When the 
interpreter Ritika Nayak 
translates their query, he 
claims ignorance.

The scene takes a chill-
ing turn on a full moon 
night when a possessed 
Kanakaraju (Varun Tej) 
enters the station, brutally 
dispatching the cops with a 
Samurai sword.

Laughing eerily, he 
declares in Korean, “I’m 
back,” prompting the pho-
tographer to exclaim, “This 
Kanakaraju isn’t our Kana-
karaju…”

Fans and cinephiles 
have been eagerly await-
ing the film ever since its 
announcement, especially 
given its status as a first-of-
its-kind Indo-Korean col-
laboration.

The film’s music is 
composed by top South In-
dian composer S Thaman, 

while Paneer Selvam han-
dles art direction.

Varun Tej began shoot-
ing in Korea in June 2025, 
following the wrap of the 
Ananthapur schedule in 
May.

The production initial-
ly commenced with a tra-
ditional pooja ceremony 
in Hyderabad and filmed 
several sequences in Anan-
thapur, including a visu-
ally striking song at KIA 
grounds and scenic village 
locales.

While the first two 
schedules focused on a mix 
of thrills and comedy, the 
Korean schedule empha-
sizes action-packed and 
entertaining sequences, 
promising audiences a roll-
er-coaster cinematic experi-
ence. ‘Korean Kanakaraju’ 
is slated for a summer 2026 
release.

Varun Tej’s Indo-Korean film 
officially titled ‘Korean Kanakaraju’

Mumbai : Zee Studios and Bhan-
sali Productions have unveiled the 
teaser for their upcoming romantic 
drama Do Deewane Seher Mein, of-
fering audiences a glimpse into a 
contemporary love story rooted in 
emotion, nostalgia, and urban life, ac-
cording to Variety.

The film stars Siddhant Chaturve-
di and Mrunal Thakur in the lead 
roles, bringing together two actors 
known for their nuanced performanc-
es and strong on-screen presence.

Described as a “perfect love story 
between two imperfect people,” the 
film promises a modern romance that 
unfolds gently.

Evoking emotions that feel both 
personal and universal.

The teaser suggests a narrative 
that lingers like a half-forgotten mem-
ory, capturing fleeting moments, un-
spoken emotions, and the quiet inten-
sity of love in a bustling city.

Helmed by director Ravi Udy-
awar, Do Deewane Seher Mein is pri-
marily set in Mumbai, using the city’s 
energy, chaos, and intimacy as an es-
sential backdrop to the love story.

One of the teaser’s standout ele-
ments is its incorporation of the time-
less song “Do Deewane Seher Mein” 
from the 1977 classic Gharaonda.

Originally sung by Bhupinder 
Singh and Runa Laila, composed by 
Jaidev, and penned by legendary lyr-
icist Gulzar, the song adds a layer of 
nostalgia and poetic depth to the film’s 
modern setting.

Siddhant Chaturvedi, who rose to 
prominence with his breakout role in 
Gully Boy, continues to expand his 
range with recent projects such as 
Dhadak 2, Kho Gaye Hum Kahan, and 
Gehraiyaan, as noted by Variety.

Mrunal Thakur, meanwhile, has 
carved a space for herself across both 
commercial and content-driven cine-
ma, with notable performances in Son 
of Sardaar 2, Sita Ramam, Jersey, and 
the Netflix anthology Lust Stories 2.

Director Ravi Udyawar is best 
known for helming the critically ac-
claimed thriller Mom, which marked 
the final on-screen appearance of leg-
endary actor Sridevi.

He has also collaborated with 
Chaturvedi previously on Yudhra, fur-
ther strengthening their creative asso-
ciation on this romantic project.

Do Deewane Seher Mein is pro-
duced by celebrated filmmaker San-
jay Leela Bhansali, along with Prerna 
Singh, Umesh Kumar Bansal, and 
Bharat Kumar Ranga, in association 
with Ravi Udyawar Films.

Bhansali, whose recent directorial 
ventures include Gangubai Kathiawa-
di and the Netflix series Heeramandi: 
The Diamond Bazaar, continues to 
support diverse storytelling through 
his production banner.

Bhansali Productions has previ-
ously backed films such as Malaal and 
Tuesdays and Fridays, showcasing a 
mix of fresh talent and intimate nar-
ratives.

Zee Studios, one of the film’s key 
backers, is also set to release the dia-
logue-free film Gandhi Talks on Jan-
uary 30, starring Vijay Sethupathi, 
Aditi Rao Hydari, Arvind Swamy, and 
Siddharth Jadhav.

The studio’s recent slate includes 
titles like Aga Aga Sunbai Kay Mhan-
tay Sasubai, Pennu Case, Rubaab, 
Rahu Ketu, and Champion, reflecting 
its strong presence across regional and 
mainstream cinema.

Do Deewane Seher Mein is sched-
uled for a theatrical release on Feb-
ruary 20, with expectations building 
around its promise of a soulful, mu-
sic-infused romance that bridges nos-
talgia and modern sensibilities.

Bhansali Productions unveil 
teaser for ‘Do Deewane Seher Mein’
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New Delhi: Shrachi 
Bengal Tigers forward Lal-
remsiami reflected on her 
side’s runners-up finish in 
the Women’s Hockey India 
League (HIL) 2025-26, call-
ing the seasona valuable 
learning experience both 
personally and collectively, 
while expressing confi-
dencethat the team will go 
one step further next year.

“It was a very good sea-
son for us and I got a lot to 
learn from it. Of course, we 
wanted to win the title and 
become champions, but as a 
team I think we performed 
really well. Sometimes the 
final result is not in your con-
trol, but overall, I really liked 
the HIL this time. We en-
joyed it a lot and learned a lot 
together,” Lalremsiami said.

The Tigers were in-
volved in multiple high-
pressure encounters that 
went down to penalty shoot-
outs, including the Final 
against SG Pipers. Reflect-
ing on those moments, the 
Indian veteran said the team 
focused more on backing 
their own strengths rather 
than overthinking the out-
come.

“In our matches against 
the Pipers earlier, one game 
went to shootout after we 
conceded late, and in the 
other we dominated most of 
the match but couldn’t score. 
So, we felt the matches were 
ours to win and that we had 
let them slip rather than be-
ing outplayed. Before the 
Final, the idea was simple – 
play our game, focus on our-
selves and our skills, and try 
to finish the match in regula-
tion time. Unfortunately, it 
didn’t happen, but the expe-
rience was very important 
for all of us.”

After a slow start to the 
tournament, Shrachi Bengal 
Tigers found consistency 
and momentum as the league 
progressed. Lalremsiami 
credited the team environ-
ment, communication and 
leadership group for build-
ing strong on-field chemistry 
in a short period.

“We didn’t have much 

time to build combinations, 
but everyone – players and 
coaches – gave 100 percent 
to understand each other 
quickly. Our team culture 
and communication were 
very good, and that helped us 
on the pitch. Senior players 
handled the team very well 
and guided the younger play-
ers. Everyone played their 
own game, and that consis-
tency was very important for 
us.”

Looking ahead, the 
25-year-old was clear about 
the team’s ambition. “Last 
time we finished third, this 
season we finished second. 
Next season, we will defi-
nitely aim for the trophy,” 
she said.

Individually, Lalremsia-
mi enjoyed one of her most 
productive seasons, scoring 
three goals and finishing 
among the top five scorers in 
the tournament, after playing 
the full campaign as a striker.

“In the last season, I was 
playing more as a midfielder, 
but this season I played the 
entire tournament as a strik-
er. That gave me more 
chances to score goals. The 
midfielders and defenders 
supported me a lot, and I’m 
really grateful for that. I en-
joyed this season and I’m 
happy with how I played.”

She added that the 
league significantly im-
proved her decision-making 
inside the circle.

“As a striker, you have to 
make quick decisions in 1v1 
situations and under pres-
sure inside the circle. In Hero 
HIL, I experienced a lot of 
those moments. Sometimes I 
made wrong decisions early 
on, but match by match I 
learned what to do better. Es-
pecially inside the circle, my 
decision-making has im-
proved a lot.”

Speaking about the 
strong Indian core in the Ti-
gers squad, Lalremsiami 
highlighted the importance 
of familiarity and leadership.

“Players like Vandana, 
Monika, and Gurjeet are our 
seniors and we play together 
for India, but we hadn’t 

played together for some 
time. Reuniting in HIL was 
exciting and a lot of fun. As 
Indian players, we under-
stand our responsibility to 
guide the juniors, communi-
cate well under pressure

and help everyone play 
their natural game. I think we 
succeeded in doing that.”

The forward also under-
lined the impact of leagues 
like the Women’s HIL on In-
dian players’ confidence. 
“Hero HIL is a huge stage. 
Young players dream of 
playing here and playing 
alongside foreign players. 
When you start, the confi-
dence may not be very high, 
but with time it increases a 
lot. For both seniors and 
youngsters, this league is 
very important for improve-
ment.”

With a packed interna-
tional calendar ahead, in-
cluding Women’s 2026 FIH 
Hockey World Cup Qualifi-
ers, which are set to take 
place in Hyderabad in 
March, 2026 Asian Games 
and other major tourna-
ments, Lalremsiami believes 
her HIL experience will 
prove crucial.

“We will play many 
high-pressure matches 
where shootouts can decide 
the result. In HIL, we faced 
many of those situations, so 
mentally it helps a lot. Even 
when you miss or fail, you 
learn. I want to keep improv-
ing, score more goals and 
build confidence in my 
skills. This experience will 
definitely help me in the up-
coming World Cup qualifiers 
and future tournaments.”

“Women’s HIL helped 
me grow as a striker & han-

dle pressure moments bet-
ter”: Lalremsiami

New Delhi, Jan 19 (UNI) 
Shrachi Bengal Tigers for-
ward Lalremsiami reflected 
on her side’s runners-up fin-
ish in the Women’s Hockey 
India League (HIL) 2025-
26, calling the seasona valu-
able learning experience 
both personally and collec-
tively, while expressing con-
fidencethat the team will go 
one step further next year.

“It was a very good sea-
son for us and I got a lot to 
learn from it. Of course, we 
wanted to win the title and 
become champions, but as a 
team I think we performed 
really well. Sometimes the 
final result is not in your con-
trol, but overall, I really liked 
the HIL this time. We en-
joyed it a lot and learned a lot 
together,” Lalremsiami said.

The Tigers were in-
volved in multiple high-
pressure encounters that 
went down to penalty shoot-
outs, including the Final 
against SG Pipers. Reflect-
ing on those moments, the 
Indian veteran said the team 
focused more on backing 
their own strengths rather 
than overthinking the out-
come.

“In our matches against 
the Pipers earlier, one game 
went to shootout after we 
conceded late, and in the 
other we dominated most of 
the match but couldn’t score. 
So, we felt the matches were 
ours to win and that we had 
let them slip rather than be-
ing outplayed. Before the 
Final, the idea was simple – 
play our game, focus on our-
selves and our skills, and try 
to finish the match in regula-

tion time. Unfortunately, it 
didn’t happen, but the expe-
rience was very important 
for all of us.”

After a slow start to the 
tournament, Shrachi Bengal 
Tigers found consistency 
and momentum as the league 
progressed. Lalremsiami 
credited the team environ-
ment, communication and 
leadership group for build-
ing strong on-field chemistry 
in a short period.

“We didn’t have much 
time to build combinations, 
but everyone – players and 
coaches – gave 100 percent 
to understand each other 
quickly. Our team culture 
and communication were 
very good, and that helped us 
on the pitch. Senior players 
handled the team very well 
and guided the younger play-
ers. Everyone played their 
own game, and that consis-
tency was very important for 
us.”

Looking ahead, the 
25-year-old was clear about 
the team’s ambition. “Last 
time we finished third, this 
season we finished second. 
Next season, we will defi-
nitely aim for the trophy,” 
she said.

Individually, Lalremsia-
mi enjoyed one of her most 
productive seasons, scoring 
three goals and finishing 
among the top five scorers in 
the tournament, after playing 
the full campaign as a striker.

“In the last season, I was 
playing more as a midfielder, 
but this season I played the 
entire tournament as a strik-
er. That gave me more 
chances to score goals. The 
midfielders and defenders 
supported me a lot, and I’m 
really grateful for that. I en-
joyed this season and I’m 
happy with how I played.”

She added that the 
league significantly im-
proved her decision-making 
inside the circle.

“As a striker, you have to 
make quick decisions in 1v1 
situations and under pres-
sure inside the circle. In Hero 
HIL, I experienced a lot of 
those moments. Sometimes I 

made wrong decisions early 
on, but match by match I 
learned what to do better. Es-
pecially inside the circle, my 
decision-making has im-
proved a lot.”

Speaking about the 
strong Indian core in the Ti-
gers squad, Lalremsiami 
highlighted the importance 
of familiarity and leadership.

“Players like Vandana, 
Monika, and Gurjeet are our 
seniors and we play together 
for India, but we hadn’t 
played together for some 
time. Reuniting in HIL was 
exciting and a lot of fun. As 
Indian players, we under-
stand our responsibility to 
guide the juniors, communi-
cate well under pressure

and help everyone play 
their natural game. I think we 
succeeded in doing that.”

The forward also under-
lined the impact of leagues 
like the Women’s HIL on In-
dian players’ confidence. 
“Hero HIL is a huge stage. 
Young players dream of 
playing here and playing 
alongside foreign players. 
When you start, the confi-
dence may not be very high, 
but with time it increases a 
lot. For both seniors and 
youngsters, this league is 
very important for improve-
ment.”

With a packed interna-
tional calendar ahead, in-
cluding Women’s 2026 FIH 
Hockey World Cup Qualifi-
ers, which are set to take 
place in Hyderabad in 
March, 2026 Asian Games 
and other major tourna-
ments, Lalremsiami believes 
her HIL experience will 
prove crucial.

“We will play many 
high-pressure matches 
where shootouts can decide 
the result. In HIL, we faced 
many of those situations, so 
mentally it helps a lot. Even 
when you miss or fail, you 
learn. I want to keep improv-
ing, score more goals and 
build confidence in my 
skills. This experience will 
definitely help me in the up-
coming World Cup qualifiers 
and future tournaments.”

“Women’s HIL helped me grow as a striker & 
handle pressure moments better”: Lalremsiami

Noida : Straight from 
Haryana’s wrestling heart-
land, Sisai, Tiigers of Mum-
bai Dangal’s 53kg pick, Jyoti 
Sihag, produced one of the 
standout results of Pro Wres-
tling League 2.0, defeating 
Paris 2024 Olympic silver 
medallist Yusneylys Guz-
man Lopez of Cuba 9-5 on 
Sunday at the Noida Indoor 
Stadium.With the scores tied 
at 5-5 and only 20 seconds 
remaining, the 2024 World 
Military Wrestling Champi-
onships gold medallist 
sealed her victory with a de-
cisive takedown during the 
Power Minute, turning the 
bout in the closing seconds 
and capping a composed, 
high-pressure performance.

Speaking of her triumph, 
Jyoti said, “I want to thank 
my team and Aksha (Kam-
boj) ma’am, who believed in 
me, who trusted me and gave 
me an opportunity to repre-
sent Tiigers of Mumbai Dan-
gals in Pro Wrestling League. 
This is my debut season. I am 
happy with my performance 
today and getting a good bout 
result for the team. I hope I 
can continue this form, and I 
am sure we will find our win-
ning strength in the next 
match.”Stepping into the 
league environment with Ti-
igers of Mumbai Dangals, 
Jyoti reflected the fearless 
approach the Mumbai fran-
chise represents, embracing 
the spirit of the city that never 
sleeps. Under lights and 
noise, Jyoti stayed measured, 
drawing strength from her 
corner and executing with 
intent rather than urgency. It 
was a performance that justi-
fied the faith shown in her 

and aligned seamlessly with 
the identity Tiigers are shap-
ing in their debut campaign.

Commenting on Jyoti's 
achievement, Aksha Kam-
boj, Co-Owner, Tiigers of 
Mumbai Dangals, said, 
“What Jyoti did out there re-
flects the kind of belief and 
fearlessness we want this 
team to play with. She 
backed her ability, stayed 
brave under pressure, and 
showed what’s possible 
when talent meets confi-
dence. This group has the 
hunger and the mindset to do 
something special, and mo-
ments like these show the di-
rection we’re moving in and 
the standards we’re trying to 
build.”Jyoti began wrestling 
in her early teens, driven by 
her uncle’s belief that she 
could reach the highest level 
of the sport. With steady 
backing from her family, in-
cluding her husband and his 
family, she progressed 
through the domestic circuit 
before making her mark in-
ternationally. A defining mo-
ment came in Yerevan, Ar-
menia, where she secured 
international gold by defeat-
ing Mongolia’s Monkh-
boldyn Dolgoon 10–0 in the 
55kg final, underlining her 
control and competitiveness 
on the mat.“I credit my vic-
tory today to my uncle. He 
had a dream: to see me be-
come a world champion. I 
haven’t yet achieved that 
dream, but after defeating an 
Olympic silver medalist to-
day, I feel I have it in me to 
fulfill it one day–that spark 
which he saw that made me 
believe I could achieve such 
great things,” Jyoti added.

Pro Wrestling League: Jyoti Sihag Downs Olympic 
Silver Medallist Guzman Lopez

Jaipur : KogniVera IT 
Solutions, in association 
with the Rajasthan Polo 
Club, on Monday unveiled a 
landmark moment in the 
world of polo with the launch 
of the KogniVera Polo Cup 
2026 trophy, set to become 
the largest polo trophy glob-
ally, standing at an imposing 
nearly seven feet tall. Sur-
passing the previous six-foot 
benchmark held by the Ko-
lanka Cup in Chennai, the 
towering trophy redefines 
scale and symbolism in the 
sport, reflecting ambition, 
excellence and a deep re-
spect for polo’s rich heritage.

The trophy was unveiled 
at Sonu Nigam’s ‘Deewana 
Tera’ Tour at Zee Studios, Si-

tapura, in the presence of 
Sawai Padmanabh Singh of 
Jaipur.

The dramatic reveal, set 
against the energy of a 
packed concert venue, offi-
cially marking the count-
down to one of the most an-
ticipated fixtures on India’s 
polo calendar.

The tournament will fea-
ture India’s and the world’s 
finest riders and exceptional 
polo ponies, promising 
fiercely contested chukkers 
and high-octane on-field ac-
tion. Over the course of the 
tournament, multiple teams 
will compete in league and 
knockout matches starting 
from January 26, 2026, cul-
minating in a grand final on 

February 1, 2026.
The tournament will be 

held across different polo 
grounds in Jaipur.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Kamlesh Sharma, 
Managing Director & CEO, 
KogniVera IT Solutions, 
said, “Polo is a sport that rep-
resents precision, discipline 
and teamwork — values that 
resonate strongly with us at 
KogniVera. The KogniVera 
Polo Cup 2026 is not just 
about competition; it is about 
celebrating heritage, nurtur-
ing sporting

excellence and bringing 
together a community that 
values tradition and innova-
tion alike. The decision to 
create the world’s largest 

polo trophy was a deliberate 
one, it reflects our ambition 
to set new benchmarks, hon-
our the stature of the sport, 
and create a lasting symbol 
of excellence. We are im-
mensely proud to associate 
our name with a trophy and a 
tournament that stand for 
scale, legacy and the relent-
less pursuit of excellence.”

With Jaipur’s iconic 
polo grounds as the back-
drop, the KogniVera Polo 
Cup 2026 is expected to at-
tract polo enthusiasts, sports 
connoisseurs and cultural 
patrons from across India 
and abroad, reinforcing the 
city’s position as a premier 
destination for elite eques-
trian sport.

KogniVera Polo Cup 2026 unveils 
world’s tallest Polo trophy in Jaipur

Melbourne:  Iga Swi-
atek’s quest to create history 
by completing a career 
Grand Slam began on a cau-
tious and underwhelming 
note as the world number 
two battled past Chinese 
qualifier Yuan Yue in the first 
round of the Australian Open 
on Monday.

The Melbourne title re-
mains the only Grand Slam 
missing from Swiatek’s oth-
erwise glittering résumé, and 
expectations were high as 
the Polish star stepped onto 
Rod Laver Arena to begin 
her campaign.

However, the four-time 
Grand Slam champion strug-
gled to find rhythm early, 
particularly on serve, and 
was pushed far harder than 
anticipated by the 130th-
ranked Yuan.Swiatek com-
mitted a surprising 34 un-

forced errors during the 
match, frequently misfiring 
off both wings as she 
searched for timing and con-

sistency, according to BBC 
Sport.Yuan, playing with 
freedom and little pressure, 
seized on Swiatek’s early 
rustiness, forcing the top 
seed into a tight opening set 

that went to a tiebreak.
Despite moments of vis-

ible frustration, Swiatek 
showed composure when it 

mattered most, edging the 
first set 7-6 (7-5) to regain 
control of the contest.

The Pole raised her level 
in the second set, cutting 
down on errors and using her 

superior movement and 
baseline depth to gradually 
wear down the Chinese qual-
ifier.Swiatek eventually 
sealed a 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 victo-
ry, ensuring her campaign 
for a seventh Grand Slam ti-
tle stayed on track, albeit 
without the dominance she is 
known for.Reflecting on the 
match, Swiatek admitted she 
was far from her best but 
took encouragement from 
winning despite the 
difficulties.“It wasn’t perfect 
but that’s why I am happy,” 
Swiatek said. “It is not hard 
to win matches when every-
thing is going well. Today it 
wasn’t, but I managed to 
win, so that’s good.”One 
area of concern for Swiatek 
was her second serve, which 
was repeatedly targeted by 
Yuan, who won 59 percent of 
the points off it.

Swiatek begins abid for history with shaky 

London: Arsenal may 
have left Nottingham Forest 
on Saturday night regretting 
a missed opportunity. The 
reality is they will actually 
never have a better chance of 
ending aPremier League title 
drought stretching back to 
'The Invincibles' of 2004.
Mikel Arteta's side have 
emerged from the weekend 
with an advantage stretched 
to seven points as the chasing 
pack aiming to put them un-
der pressure stumbled badly, 
according to BBC Sport.Ar-
senal and Arteta will rightly 
urge caution, but the Gun-
ners will never forgive them-
selves if they do not claim the 
crown that has proved so elu-
sive, faced with the domina-
tion of Manchester City and 
the successes of Liverpool.
When every circumstance is 
examined, this feels like the 
'now or never' season for Ar-
teta's Arsenal. If they fail to 
win the title this season from 
such a position, the regrets 
will run deep. Everything 
isin place for a triumphant 
surge towards the finishing 
tape.Back-to-back goalless 

draws has left some ques-
tioning Arsenal's firepower 
but, with the tightest defence 
in the league and their rivals 
continually slipping up, it 
would take a brave person to 
back against them now. Big-
ger leads have been lost at the 
top of the Premier League 
before - and laterin the sea-
son - but none of the teams 
below them are showing 
signs of producing the con-
sistency needed to challenge 
them.Manchester City failed 
to turn up the pressure valve 
before Arsenal travelled to 
the City Ground by losing 
the derby at Manchester 
United - a fourth straight 
match without a win. And 
then, here at Villa Park, As-
ton Villa saw their hopes of 

leap-frogging Pep Guardio-
la's side into second place 
undone as excellent Everton 
secured a fully deserved win.

As for reigning champi-
ons Liverpool, they have 
mounted a miserable de-
fence of their crown, Satur-
day's disappointing draw 
against Burnley at Anfield 
that provoked jeers from 
their fansleaving them 
fourth, a distant 14 points be-
hind Arsenal.Villa had won 
their previous 11 games at 
home, but Everton threat-
ened the decisive moments 
long before Thierno Barry 
cashed in on keeper Emi 
Martinez's decision to turn a 
routine stop into an item for 
his showreel with a classy 
finish.

'Arsenal will never forgive 
themselves if they don't win title now' Melbourne:  Victoria 

Mboko made a confident 
start to her 2026 Australian 
Open campaign, advancing 
to the second round with a 
straight-sets victory on 
Monday.

The 19-year-old Cana-
dian, seeded 17th, overcame 
Australian teenager Emer-
son Jones 6-4, 6-1 in an all-

teenage first-round encoun-
ter at Melbourne Park. 
Despite strong support for 
the home favourite, Mboko 
delivered a composed and 
authoritative performance to 
register her first win of the 
tournament.

The opening set was 
closely contested, with both 
players holding serve 

through the early stages. At 
4-4, Mboko shifted gears, 
unleashing her powerful 
forehand and greater consis-
tency from the baseline to 
break Jones and close out the 
set 6-4.

Momentum firmly with 
her, Mboko dominated the 
second set, racing through it 
6-1 in what proved to be an 

almost flawless display. 
Jones, ranked 153 in the 
world, struggled to contain 
the Canadian’s pace and 
depth, even as the crowd at-
tempted to lift the local teen-
ager.Fresh off a runner-up 
finish at the Adelaide Inter-
national, Mboko’s perfor-
mance at the 1573 Arena un-
derlined her growing stature 

on the WTA Tour. She 
wrapped up the match in one 
hour and 12 minutes, show-
casing maturity beyond her 
years.

Mboko will next face 
American Caty McNally in 
the second round as she 
looks to build on her promis-
ing start at the season’s first 
Grand Slam.

Victoria Mboko storms into second round at 2026 Australian Open

Madrid:  The Laureus World 
Sports Awards will take place in Ma-
drid for the 2026 edition, with the 
Spanish capital set to host the presti-
gious ceremony for the third consec-
utive time.The awards, which recog-
nise outstanding achievements 
across global sport, will be held on 
Monday, April 20, at the Cibeles Pal-
ace in central Madrid. The venue also 
staged the previous two editions of 
the annual event, further reinforcing 
the city’s growing association with 
international sporting excellence.

Laureus World Sports Academy 

member and former Real Madrid and 
Spain footballer Raúl González 
Blanco welcomed the decision to 
host the awards in his home city once 
again, highlighting the broader im-
pact of sport beyond competition.

“I feel truly honoured that my 
home city is once again hosting this 
wonderful celebration of global 
sport,” Blanco said. “The Laureus 
World Sports Awards are special not 
only because they recognise sporting 
achievement and success, but also 
the positive change that sport can 
drive in our society.”Since the 2024 

edition, the Laureus Awards in Ma-
drid have been closely linked with 
Laureus-supported community ini-
tiatives in and around the city. These 
programmes focus on providing edu-
cational opportunities and encourag-
ing young people to engage in sport 
as a means of social development and 
inclusion.The Laureus platform also 
continues to engage elite athletes as 
ambassadors for social change. Real 
Madrid midfielder Jude Bellingham, 
who won the Laureus World Break-
through of the Year Award in 2024, 
was named a Laureus Ambassador in 

September, further strengthening the 
organisation’s connection with con-
temporary sporting icons.Winners 
across seven major categories will 
each receive a Laureus Sports statu-
ette, with recipients selected by the 
Laureus World Sports Academy jury, 
made up of former world-class ath-
letes.At the 25th anniversary Laureus 
World Sports Awards held last year, 
world pole vault record holder Mon-
do Duplantis was named Sportsman 
of the Year, while gymnastics legend 
Simone Biles claimed the Sports-
woman of the Year honour.

Laureus World Sports Awards 
to be held in Madrid in 2026
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BSE Sensex
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

83,246.18 -0.39%

83,570.35  

83,539.93 82,898.31

Nifty 500
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

23,373.75 -0.47%

23,485.30 23,443.30

 23,324.85

Nifty Bank
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

59,891.35 -0.34%

60,095.15  

60,107.50 59,594.60

Nifty 50
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

25,653.10 -0.42%

 25,653.10

25,653.30 25,494.35

Nifty 100
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

26,181.95 -0.39%

 26,245.95

26,104.95

Nifty Next 50
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

68,693.90 -0.24%

68,857.90 68,792.25

69,233.70  

Nifty Midcap 100
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

-0.37%

59,867.80 59,739.55

59,938.70 59,480.30

Company Current % Gain
Interglobe Avi 4,941.50 4.25
Tech Mahindra 1,718.30 2.86
HUL 2,413.90 2.27
Kotak Mahindra 426.90 2.08
Bajaj Finance 969.45 2.02

Company Current %Loss
Wipro 245.95 -8.04
Reliance 1,413.60 -3.04
Eternal 281.35 -2.21
ICICI Bank 1,380.60 -2.14
TMPV 344.00 -2.71

Top Gainers

Top Losers

Commodities
Commodity Price  Change (%)

Gold Feb 05 144,980.00 2,463.00
1.73

Silver Mar 05 303,425.00 15,663.00
5.44

Crudeoil Feb 19 5,396.00 -53.00
-0.97

Naturalgas Jan 27 328.10 47.70
17.01
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23,443.35

60,093.3025,694.35 26,285.3083,494.49

68,516.90

59,647.65

26,246.10

Mumbai : Indian equity 
benchmarks Sensex and Nifty 
ended lower on Monday, 
weighed down by sharp losses 
in heavyweight stocks such as 
Reliance Industries, Eternal, 
and ICICI Bank amid persis-
tent global tariff-related uncer-
tainties.

Investor sentiment re-
mained fragile as concerns 
over global trade tensions, a 
weakening rupee, and contin-
ued foreign capital outflows 
kept market participants cau-
tious, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
declined 324.17 points, or 0.39 
per cent, to close at 83,246.18. 
During intraday trade, the 
benchmark index fell as much 
as 672.04 points, or 0.80 per 
cent, to hit a low of 82,898.31.

Similarly, the broader 
NSE Nifty slipped 108.85 
points, or 0.42 per cent, to set-
tle at 25,585.50, snapping its 
recent gains.

Heavyweight Reliance In-
dustries emerged as the big-
gest drag on the indices, falling 
3.04 per cent after the compa-
ny reported a flat net profit of 
Rs 18,645 crore for the third 
quarter.

The muted earnings per-
formance came as a decline in 
gas production and weakness 
in the retail segment offset 
gains in other business verti-
cals, disappointing investors.

Banking stocks also faced 
selling pressure, with ICICI 
Bank sliding 2.26 per cent fol-
lowing a decline in its Decem-
ber-quarter consolidated prof-
it.

The lender’s profit fell 
2.68 per cent to Rs 12,537.98 
crore, impacted by an RBI-
mandated Rs 1,283-crore pro-
vision related to agricultural 
loans that were wrongly classi-
fied as priority sector advanc-
es.On a standalone basis, ICI-
CI Bank, the country’s 

second-largest private sector 
lender, reported a more than 4 
per cent decline in October–
December profit at Rs 12,883 
crore.Other prominent Sensex 
laggards included Eternal, Ti-
tan, Adani Ports, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, and UltraTech 

Cement, reflecting broad-
based selling across sectors.

However, selective buy-
ing was seen in pockets of the 
market, with InterGlobe Avia-
tion, Tech Mahindra, Hindu-
stan Unilever, and Bajaj Fi-
nance ending the session in the 

green.Asian markets present-
ed a mixed picture, as South 
Korea’s Kospi index and 
Shanghai’s SSE Composite 
closed higher, while Japan’s 
Nikkei 225 and Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng ended lower.

European markets were 
trading significantly lower 
during Indian market hours, 
mirroring the cautious global 
mood, while US markets had 
ended marginally lower on 
Friday.“Global risk appetite 
weakened after US President 
Donald Trump announced 
new tariff threats against eight 
European nations, reigniting 
concerns of a potential US–EU 
trade dispute,” said Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research at Geo-
jit Investments Limited.“This 
development triggered a broad 
risk-off mood across global 
equity markets, prompting in-
vestors to rotate toward safe-
haven assets like gold,” he 
added.

On the domestic front, 
market sentiment remained 
subdued amid continued for-
eign institutional investor (FII) 
outflows, with volatility ex-
pected to persist as the third-
quarter earnings season pro-
gresses.Currency markets 
added to the pressure, with the 
rupee breaching the 91-per-
dollar mark for the second time 
this month before ending 14 
paise lower at 90.92 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar.

In the commodities mar-
ket, Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, slipped 1.22 per 
cent to USD 63.35 per barrel, 
offering some relief on the in-
flation front.Data from the ex-
changes showed that foreign 
institutional investors offload-
ed equities worth Rs 4,346.13 
crore on Friday, while domes-
tic institutional investors 
stepped in as buyers, purchas-
ing stocks worth Rs 3,935.31 
crore.

Sensex, Nifty succumb to selling 
pressure in blue-chips Reliance, ICICI Bank

New Delhi: Public Sec-
tor Banks (PSBs) have sanc-
tioned loans worth more than 
Rs 52,300 crore to nearly 
3.96 lakh Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) during the period 
from April 1 to December 
31, 2025, under the newly 
introduced digital credit as-
sessment model, an official 
statement said on Monday 
here.

The digital model marks 
a major shift in the way 
MSME loans are processed, 
replacing traditional manual 
evaluation with a technolo-
gy-driven system that relies 
on verified digital data.

The initiative aims to im-
prove speed, transparency 
and reach of credit delivery 
to small businesses across 
the country.

Under this framework, 
banks assess loan applica-
tions using digital footprints 

such as GST filings, income 
tax data, bank transaction 
history and credit bureau in-
formation.

This has significantly re-
duced paperwork and short-

ened turnaround time, en-
abling faster in-principle 
approvals and quicker dis-
bursal of funds.

The digital credit model 
allows MSMEs to apply for 

loans through an end-to-end 
online process, eliminating 
the need for repeated branch 
visits.

It also supports both ex-
isting borrowers and new-to-

bank enterprises, helping 
first-time borrowers gain 
easier access to formal credit 
channels.

A key feature of the 
model is its linkage with 

government-backed credit 
guarantee mechanisms, 
which reduces lending risk 
for banks and encourages 
higher loan sanctions to 
small and micro enterprises.

This has helped widen 
credit penetration, especially 
among smaller businesses 
that often face challenges in 
meeting conventional collat-
eral requirements.

MSMEs play a crucial 
role in employment genera-
tion, exports and overall eco-
nomic growth. Improved ac-
cess to timely and affordable 
finance is expected to 
strengthen business expan-
sion, technology adoption 
and capacity building in the 
sector.

The strong loan sanction 
numbers achieved within a 
short period indicate grow-
ing acceptance of digital 
lending frameworks within 
the public banking system.

PSBs clear over Rs 52,300 cr loans to 
MSMEs via digital credit model: Ministry

Visakhapatnam:  In a move aimed 
at converting startup potential into mea-
surable outcomes, IIM Calcutta Innova-
tion Park(IIMCIP) here on Monday an-
nounced a strategic partnership with 
RatanTata Innovation Hub (RTIH), Vi-
sakhapatnam, to create a structured co-
incubation pathway for market-ready 
and revenue-generating startups from 
Andhra Pradesh.

This partnership is focused on exe-
cution and measurable outcomes. The 
collaboration will jointly identify high-
potential startups,offer structured co-
incubation and hands-on scale support, 
and enable access to capital of up to Rs 2 
crore, helping founders move confi-
dently from early traction to scalable 
growth. The MoU was signed between 
Ravi Eswarapu, CEO, 
RTIH,Visakhapatnam and Dr VK Rai, 
CEO, IIMCIP, reinforcing a shared 
commitment to building fundable, scal-
able, and nationally visible and globally 
competitive startups emerging from the 
region.

Speaking on the collaboration, Ravi 
Eswarapu said, “This partnership is all 
about creating real impact. By combin-

ing RTIH’s innovation ecosystem with 
IIMCIP’s proven incubation expertise, 
together, we aim to empower startups 
from Andhra Pradesh to scale nationally 
and globally.”

Dr VK Rai, CEO, IIM Calcutta In-
novation Park, added, “There is a strong 
entrepreneurial energy in Andhra 
Pradesh. Our role is to help convert that 
energy into fundable, scalable business-
es with structured support and by con-
necting founders to the right networks, 

mentors, and markets. IIMCIP’s part-
nership with RTIH is about turning re-
gional entrepreneurial potential into 
scalable, fundable enterprises with na-
tional impact.”

This collaboration aligns with IIM-
CIP’s broader mission ofstrengthening 
entrepreneurship in emerging and un-
der-represented regions. Its core offer-
ings span structured mentoring, capaci-
ty building, seed funding and access to 
markets and investors. 

AP: IIMCIP, RTIH structures 
co-incubation pathway for market-ready startups

Chennai: EscrowTech 
India, a pure-play software 
escrow services provider, 
has officially rebranded as 
EscrowNXT to underscore 
its focus on next-generation 
software escrow solutions 
for AI-driven systems, en-
hanced capabilities, and 
global expansion.

EscrowNXT officially 
came into effect on January 
1, 2026.

With a focus on next-
generation software escrow 
solutions for AI-driven sys-
tems, EscrowNXT plans to 
incorporate automated veri-

fication and smart contract 
integration, the company 
said.

As part of its internation-
al growth strategy, the com-
pany is establishing an office 
in Dubai to strengthen its 
presence in the GCC region 
and support regional enter-
prises and financial institu-
tions.

Software escrow is a se-
cure, tripartite arrangement 
between a software develop-
er, a client or end user, and an 
independent escrow provid-
er, under which the soft-
ware’s source code and doc-

umentation are held safely 
and released only if pre-
defined events, such as ven-
dor insolvency or contract 
breaches, occur.

Escrow services protect 
clients by ensuring business 
continuity when vendor sup-
port fails, while helping de-
velopers build trust and cred-
ibility without exposing their 
intellectual property. By act-
ing as a neutral custodian, 
escrow services reduce risk 
and strengthen confidence 
for all parties in today’s fast-
evolving digital landscape.

EscrowNXT pioneered 

the institutionalisation of 
software escrow services in 
India at a time when technol-
ogy risk mitigation was 
largely unexplored.

Over the past 20 years, it 
has offered a comprehensive 
suite of ISO 9001:2015–cer-
tified services including soft-
ware escrow, technology es-
crow, IP archival, verification 
and testing, and secure vault 
solutions.

“As the first mover in 
software escrow in India, Es-
crowNXT has played a piv-
otal role in mitigating enter-
prise risks such as vendor 

insolvency, technology ob-
solescence, and regulatory 
compliance, including the 
Reserve Bank of India’s re-
quirements on source code 
access for critical applica-
tions,” Arun Mahadevan, 
Managing Director said.

The transition to Es-
crowNXT reflects our 
evolved vision and expand-
ed capabilities, with a sharp 
focus on global markets and 
next-generation software es-
crow solutions for AI-driven 
systems, incorporating auto-
mated verification and smart 
contract integration, he said.

EscrowTech India now EscrowNXT
Chennai:  A comprehen-

sive new Space Act, statuto-
ry position for Indian Na-
tional Space Promotion and 
Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe), infrastructure sta-
tus for the industry, increas-
ing the foreign direct 
investment (FDI) limits un-
der automatic route, produc-
tivity linked incentive 
scheme (PLI), tax holiday 
are some of the 2026-27 
union Budget wishlist sub-
mitted by the industry body 
Indian Space Association 
(ISpA).

ISpA is an industry asso-
ciation of private space com-
panies .

As India stands at the 
threshold of becoming a 
global space power, with pri-
vate sector participation en-
abled under the Space Policy 
2023, the next critical step is 
fiscal, regulatory and struc-
tural support to accelerate 
growth and position India 
among the top three space-
faring nations, ISpA said.

ISpA has outlined key 
private space sector recom-
mendations for government 
consideration, which aim to 
boost domestic manufactur-
ing, enhance national securi-
ty, create high-value jobs and 
foster global competitive-
ness while ensuring con-
trolled and secure access to 
strategic satellite and geo-
spatial data.

India’s space sector is 
entering a decisive growth 
phase, yet it remains struc-
turally disadvantaged in ac-
cess to finance due to its 
capital-intensive nature and 

long gestation cycles of 5-7 
years. While global peers 
classify space assets as stra-
tegic or critical infrastruc-
ture, India’s space ecosystem 
currently lacks formal infra-
structure status, limiting ac-
cess to long-term, low-cost 
capital.

Recognising space infra-
structure as a distinct infra-
structure sub-sector is essen-
tial to unlock scale, private 
investment, and global com-
petitiveness.

Space infrastructure un-
derpins telecommunica-
tions, defence, navigation, 
finance, weather forecasting, 
disaster management, and 
governance. Formal recog-
nition will enable infrastruc-
ture-grade financing, reduce 
the cost of capital by 2-3%, 
and strengthen national resil-
ience.

ISpA wants the govern-
ment to include “Space & 
Satellite Infrastructure” un-
der the Harmonised Master 
List of Infrastructure Sub-
Sectors notified by the Min-
istry of Finance and RBI and 
also notify a separate infra-
structure sub-sector cover-
ing launch vehicles and 
spaceports, satellite manu-
facturing and integration fa-
cilities (LEO/MEO/GEO), 
ground stations, TTC net-
works, and mission control 
centres, Earth Observation 
and communication constel-
lations.

According to ISpA, the 
government should mandate 
that at least 50% of all its pro-
curement for space-based 
services, hardware, and mis-

sions be sourced from Indian 
private entities (NGEs). 
There should be scope to in-
clude satellite manufactur-
ing and payloads, earth ob-
servation (EO) data and 
analytics, SATCOM servic-
es and ground infrastructure, 
launch subsystems and deep-
tech components and space 
situational awareness (SSA) 
networks. The government 
should also position its vari-
ous ministries as anchor cus-
tomers.

With the growing use of 
satellite-derived data in gov-
ernance and commercial ap-
plications, standardisation 
and security are critical. A 
structured procurement and 
access framework will sup-
port the domestic industry 
while safeguarding national 
interests.

As to the financial incen-
tives, ISpA has sought PLI 
scheme for satellites, launch 
vehicles, space-grade com-
ponents, and critical subsys-
tems; provide a five-year tax 
holiday for space manufac-
turing, launch services, and 
space-based service provid-
ers; enable R&D tax credits 
of 20-30% for qualifying 
space-sector R&D; acceler-
ated depreciation for satel-
lites, rockets and launch-re-
lated hardware and capital 
investment tax credits for 
launch pads, ground stations, 
and satellite production 
plants.

The industry lobby body 
also wants the government to 
provide interest subvention, 
incentives to promote R&D, 
rationalisation of Goods.

Space sector demands new space 
Act, infra status, PLI, tax incentives

New Delhi:  M. Nagaraju, Secre-
tary, DFS, on Monday said during the 
Financial Year 2024–25, the Insur-
ance sector has issued 41.84 crore 
policies, collected premiums of Rs 
11.93 lakh crore, paid claims of Rs 
8.36 lakh crore, and reported assets 
under management of Rs 74.44 lakh 
crore as on 31 March 2025.

He further said the total reinsur-
ance market in India stood at Rs 1.12 
lakh crore in 2024–25.

While addressing the 3rd Edition 
of the IFSCA–IRDAI–GIFT City 
Global Reinsurance Summit in 
Mumbai, the DFS said the Indian in-
surance sector, an integral part of the 
financial system, plays a significant 
role in the economy by providing 
protection against mortality, proper-
ty, and casualty risks, encouraging 

savings, and providing long-term 
funds for infrastructure development 
and other long-gestation projects.

The summit was themed around 
“Bridging India Today, Insuring In-
dia Tomorrow – the India Evolution 
Roadmap”.

He mentioned that the govern-
ment and the insurance regulator 
have enabled policy frameworks and 
structural reforms to further growth 
and insurance accessibility.

Foreign Direct Investment in the 
insurance sector has been raised to 

100 percent, a new reinsurer was reg-
istered last year, and the Sabka Bima 
Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insur-
ance Laws) Act, 2025 provides for 
the formation of a Policyholders’ 
Education and Protection Fund, 
aligns data protection with the Digi-
tal Personal Data Protection Act, 
2023, and enhances IRDAI’s regula-
tory powers.

The IFSCA–IRDAI GIFT City 
Global Reinsurance Summit was de-
scribed by the Secretary as a vital 
platform that brings together key 
stakeholders from the financial ser-
vices sector.

Insurance and reinsurance were 
emphasised as crucial in driving In-
dia towards its economic objectives, 
particularly as the country strength-
ens its role in the global economy.

Insurance sector issued over 
41crore policies in FY25: DFS




