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The Age of Truth

New Delhi : The Lok 
Sabha successfully passed 
the Finance Bill, 2026 on 
Wednesday via a voice 
vote, marking the 
conclusion of the Lower 
House's approval process 
for the Union Budget 
2026–27. This legislative 
milestone officially 
operationalizes the tax 
proposals, duty changes, 
and structural 
amendments that will 
govern the financial year 
starting this April.

Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, 

while replying to the two-
day debate, emphasized 
that India’s current reform 
trajectory is driven by 
conviction and clarity 
under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 
leadership, rather than the 
historical necessity of 
past decades. She noted 
that the bill is built upon 
five guiding principles 
aimed at fostering a trust-
based tax administration 
and reducing hardships 
for honest taxpayers 
through simplified 
compliance and 

transparency.
The Bill introduces 

significant revisions to 
income tax rates and 
customs duties designed 
to influence disposable 
income, savings, and 
long-term investment 

patterns across the 
national economy. 
Sitharaman underscored 
the government's 
commitment to improving 
the ease of living for 
common citizens and the 
ease of doing business by 
removing excessive 
permits, quotas, and 
licenses that hinder 
legitimate activity. A 
major thrust of the 
legislation is the 
empowerment of 
MSMEs, farmers, and 
cooperatives by 
improving liquidity and 

reducing their overall 
compliance burden. 
Additionally, the Finance 
Minister highlighted a 
strategic focus on making 
India a global business 
hub, offering specialized 
taxation clarity for sectors 
including digital 
infrastructure, electronics, 
critical minerals, and 
nuclear energy. These 
measures collectively aim 
to drive growth, generate 
employment, and enhance 
India's global 
competitiveness in the 
coming year.

LS passes Finance Bill 2026
Sitharaman says reforms driven by 'Conviction, Not Compulsion'

New Delhi: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah introduced 
the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Amendment Bill, 
2026, in the Lok Sabha on 
Wednesday to tighten oversight 
of NGO funding. The bill, 

approved by the Cabinet on 
March 19, seeks to enhance the 
2010 Act by establishing a 
designated authority to manage 
assets when an organization's 
registration is cancelled, 
surrendered, or lapses. This 

authority will have the power to 
take control of, manage, or 
dispose of assets created from 
foreign funds, with proceeds 
credited to the Consolidated 
Fund of India. Currently, 
approximately 16,000 NGOs 

receive nearly Rs 22,000 crore 
annually, and the government 
aims to prevent potential misuse 
through these stricter 
monitoring mechanisms and 
mandatory prior approvals for 
asset sales.

FCRA Amendment Bill Introduced in Lok Sabha to tighten NGO foreign funding rules

Lucknow : As weather 
patterns shift and 
temperatures rise, the 
political climate in Uttar 
Pradesh is also heating up 
in anticipation of the 2027 
Assembly elections. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
scheduled to address a 
massive public gathering 
on March 28 during the 
inauguration of the Noida 
International Airport in 
Jewar.

Immediately following 
this, on March 29, 
Samajwadi Party National 
President Akhilesh Yadav 
will officially launch his 
party's electoral campaign 
from Dadri with the 
Samajwadi Samanta 
Bhaichara Rally. The 
Samajwadi Party has 
strategically chosen 
Western Uttar Pradesh as 
its starting point to 
challenge the current 
dominance of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in 

districts like Gautam 
Buddha Nagar, 
Ghaziabad, Meerut, 
Bulandshahr, and 
Baghpat.

The political analysts 
observe that while the BJP 
has strengthened its 
position through an 
alliance with the Rashtriya 
Lok Dal, there is growing 
discontent among the 
Gurjar community 
regarding a perceived lack 
of representation. 
Akhilesh Yadav aims to 
capitalize on this by 
balancing Jat and Gurjar 
equations alongside the 

party's traditional PDA 
coalition of backward 
classes, Dalits, and 
minorities. This strategy 
follows the earlier launch 
of the Gurjar Chaupal 
initiative led by 
spokesperson Rajkumar 
Bhati. By mobilizing 
organizational units across 
surrounding districts for 
the Dadri event, the 
Samajwadi Party, now the 
country's third-largest 
political entity, intends to 
send a powerful message 
to the electorate that it is 
poised to form the next 
government in the state.

UP poll heat rises as Modi, Akhilesh 
rallies set stage for 2027 battle

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
visit Puducherry on April 3 to take part 
in a road show in support of the 
candidates of the BJP and NDA headed 
by the ruling AINRC headed by its 
Founder and Chief Minister N 
Rangasamy for the April 9 Assembly 
elections. This was disclosed here on 
Wednesday by BJP State President V 
Ramalignam to newsmen at the opening 
of a Media Centre which was 
inaugurated by BJP point man and 

union Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
and others. Ramaligam said the NDA 
has finalized its alliance partners and 
completed the seat sharing process 
without any hitch, while claiming that 
confusion still prevailed in the 
opposition Congress-DMK INDI 
alliance. He said the nomination papers 
of all the ten BJP candidates were 
accepted by the election commission as 
they were found in order during scrutiny 
yesterday.

PM Modi's road show in UT on April 3

New Delhi: 
Congress MP Vijay 
Vasanth has moved an 
adjournment motion in 
the Lok Sabha to discuss 
the plight of over 1,000 
fishermen from 
Kanyakumari stranded 
in Iran. Vasanth 
reported that these 

citizens are facing a dire 
humanitarian crisis, 
struggling without 
adequate food or basic 
necessities on various 
islands. The MP urged 
the Centre to initiate 
emergency evacuations 
and provide urgent 
medical assistance on a 

war footing. These 
fishermen, who traveled 
for work, are currently 
stuck due to regulatory 
challenges following 
the West Asia crisis. 
Their families in India 
remain increasingly 
anxious about their 
safety and survival.

Debate Sought for Fishermen Stranded in Iran
New Delhi: The 

Congress party has received 
official notice to vacate its 
long-standing headquarters 
at 24 Akbar Road and the 
Youth Congress office at 5 
Raisina Road by March 28. 
This move follows the party's 
shift to its new premises, 

Indira Bhavan. Rajya Sabha 
MP Pramod Tiwari 
condemned the government's 
directive as undemocratic 
and unfortunate, indicating 
that the party is exploring 
both political and legal 
remedies, including a 
potential court appeal. 

Congress Ordered to Vacate 
Historic Headquarters
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Bahraich:  Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath on 
Wednesday distributed ''Chief Min-
ister's Housing'' units, toilets, and 
land leases for residential purposes 
to 136 families during a program 
held in the Mihirpurwa region of 
Bahraich.

During the event, he digitally 
transferred funds to the beneficiaries 
for the construction of their homes.

Addressing the gathering, the 
Chief Minister highlighted Bah-
raich''s historical and cultural heri-
tage, describing it as the "land of 
Suheldev''s valor." He stated that the 
bravery of Maharaja Suheldev con-
tinues to inspire society to this day.

The Chief Minister affirmed the 
government''s commitment to the re-
habilitation of approximately 500 
families who had been neglected by 
previous administrations. He re-
marked, "The ''Double Engine Gov-
ernment'' is working for the 25 crore 
residents of the state—without any 
discrimination—based on the prin-

ciples of service and compassion."
Yogi emphasised that the gov-

ernment extends the benefits of its 
schemes not on the basis of caste, 
creed, or sect, but by regarding every 
needy individual as an integral part 
of its own family.

He noted that this rehabilitation 
initiative encompasses people from 
diverse sections of society, including 
Dalits, Backward Classes, and tribal 
communities.

Targeting at previous govern-
ments, the Chief Minister observed 

that the law-and-order situation in 
the state was previously abysmal, 
and deliberate attempts were made 
to divide society along caste lines.

He recalled that prior to 2017, 
the state was plagued by an atmo-
sphere dominated by the mafia, hoo-
liganism, and communal riots—con-
ditions that severely impeded 
development.

He asserted that the law-and-or-
der situation in the state has now sig-
nificantly improved, and all festivals 
are being celebrated with peace and 
harmony. Citing the ongoing 
Navratri festivities and the upcom-
ing Ram Navami celebrations, he 
declared that a fear-free environ-
ment has now been established 
across the state.

The Chief Minister reiterated 
that the government''s objective is to 
provide every family with secure 
housing, basic amenities, and an im-
proved standard of living, thereby 
enabling them to build a stronger and 
more secure future for themselves.

UP CM distribute housing and land 
leases for 136 amilies in Bahraich Bhubaneswar:  The 

Odisha Vigilance has arrest-
ed Ambika Prasad Rath, an 
auditor working in the office 
of the Regional Director of 
Education (RDE), Bhu-
baneswar, on charges of ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 4,000 
from a college staff member.

According to officials, 
the bribe was allegedly de-
manded to facilitate the re-
lease of salary benefits under 
the Modified Assured Career 
Progression (MACP) 
scheme. The scheme is 
aimed at ensuring timely fi-
nancial upgradation for gov-
ernment employees.

The arrest followed a 
carefully planned trap opera-
tion conducted by Vigilance 
officials. The complainant 
reportedly approached au-
thorities after being asked to 
pay the bribe, leading to the 
operation being set in mo-
tion.

Rath was apprehended 

while allegedly accepting 
the bribe amount, confirm-
ing the complaint lodged 
against him. Officials stated 
that the entire operation was 
executed following due legal 
procedures.

After his arrest, Rath 
was taken into custody and is 
being produced before the 
Court of the Special Judge, 
Vigilance, in Bhubaneswar 
for further legal proceedings. 
Authorities are expected to 
seek necessary judicial ac-
tion in the matter.

Following the trap, Vigi-
lance teams carried out si-
multaneous searches at mul-
tiple locations linked to Rath. 
These included his residence 
in Madhusudan Nagar and 
his office chamber in Bhu-
baneswar.

During the searches, of-
ficials recovered a substan-
tial amount of unaccounted 
cash. A total of Rs 28,70,900 
was seized during the opera-

tion, raising serious concerns 
regarding disproportionate 
assets.

Out of the total seized 
amount, Rs 27,42,900 was 
recovered from Rath’s resi-
dence. The remaining Rs 
1,28,000 was found in his of-
fice drawer during the search 
operation.

Officials stated that Rath 
failed to provide a satisfac-
tory explanation regarding 
the source of the seized cash. 
This has further strength-
ened suspicions of financial 
irregularities and corruption.

Investigators are now 
examining the recovered 
cash and related documents 
to determine whether the as-
sets are disproportionate to 
his known sources of in-
come. The probe may ex-
pand based on findings.

Rath had joined govern-
ment service in June 2000 as 
an auditor in the RDE office 
in Bhubaneswar. 

Odisha Vigilance nabs education auditor 
in bribery case, unaccounted cash seized

Kolkata :  A fresh politi-
cal controversy has erupted 
over the appointment of a 
Returning Officer (RO) in 
the high-profile Bhabanipur 
Assembly constituency, 
where Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee is set to face 
leader of the Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari.

The Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) has raised ob-
jections to the appointment 
of Surajit Roy, Block Devel-
opment Officer (BDO) of 
Nandigram, as the RO for 
Bhabanipur.

The party formally 
wrote to the Chief Election 
Officer in Delhi, with a copy 
marked to West Bengal CEO 
Manoj Agarwal on Tuesday, 
questioning the neutrality of 
the officer.

The issue gained traction 
after Banerjee herself criti-
cised the Election Commis-
sion over the matter on Tues-
day before leaving for North 
Bengal.She had alleged ir-
regularities and questioned 
the Commission’s function-
ing, saying, “The Commis-

sion’s notification carries the 
BJP’s symbol! Under whose 
direction is the EC function-
ing? The BDO of Nandigram 
is being brought to Bhabani-
pur. Why are they playing 
from the back door?”

Immediately after that 
TMC’s Rajya Sabha leader 
Derek O'Brien wrote to the 
Election Commission saying 
that Bhabanipur is a politi-
cally sensitive constituency 
and the role of the RO is cru-
cial to ensuring free and fair 
elections.

The party expressed se-
rious concerns over Roy’s 
past conduct and alleged 
lack of neutrality.

The letter pointed out 
that Roy had previously 
served as BDO of Nandi-
gram-II block, where his role 
and his alleged political bi-
ases had come under scruti-
ny.

The ruling party further 
claimed that there were alle-
gations of his proximity to 
Adhikari, who is now con-
testing from Bhabanipur, 
making the appointment 
even more contentious.

The party argued that re-
taining such an officer as RO 
could erode public confi-
dence in the electoral pro-
cess.

The Trinamool Con-

gress asked the Election 
Commission of India to re-
move Roy immediately from 
the post and appoint a neutral 
and acceptable officer in his 
place.

In addition to this the let-
ter also pointed out that, as 
per convention, officers of 
the rank of Joint Secretary 
are usually appointed to such 
posts but in this case, that 
norm was not followed.

TMC placed three spe-
cific demands before the 
Commission. First, immedi-
ate removal of Surajit Roy as 
RO, fresh appointment of a 
neutral officer for Bhabani-
pur, and ensuring complete 
transparency in such ap-
pointments in the future.

The controversy has 
triggered political reactions 
ahead of the polls, with the 
Bhabanipur contest already 
drawing statewide attention.

However, the Election 
Commission has not yet is-
sued any official response, 
though political observers 
believe the matter is being 
closely examined.

TMC flags Bhabanipur RO 
appointment, writes to EC alleging bias

Hyderabad:  union 
Minister of State for Home, 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar, called 
upon people on Wednesday 
not to believe rumours on so-
cial media about an alleged 
shortage of petrol and diesel 
in Telangana, assuring that 
adequate stocks are available 
and supply remains uninter-
rupted.In a statement he said 
the Telangana Petroleum 
Dealers Association has al-
ready clarified that public 
sector oil companies, includ-

ing Indian Oil, HPCL, and 
BPCL, have sufficient re-
serves of fuel. He stressed 
that the Central Government 
is monitoring oil stocks to 
ensure there is no disruption 
in supply.Dismissing claims 
linking fuel shortages to the 
ongoing geopolitical ten-
sions involving the US, Isra-
el, and Iran, the Minister said 
there is “absolutely no truth” 
in such propaganda. He not-
ed that the steady supply of 
petrol and diesel is continu-

ing smoothly across the 
state.Bandi Sanjay cau-
tioned that rumours have 
triggered panic buying, with 
many motorists rushing to 
fuel stations and purchasing 
more fuel than required. This 
surge in demand, he said, has 
led to temporary stock deple-
tion at some outlets, creating 
avoidable inconvenience.He 
also warned of the possibili-
ty of vested interests at-
tempting to create artificial 
shortages and indulge in 

black-marketing. Calling for 
public cooperation, he ap-
pealed to motorists to act re-
sponsibly and purchase fuel 
strictly as per their daily 
needs.Emphasising the need 
to counter misinformation, 
the Minister urged citizens 
not to spread or believe un-
verified reports, stating that 
disciplined consumption 
would ensure uninterrupted 
fuel availability and prevent 
any artificial crisis.

No petrol, diesel shortage; don’t 
fall for rumours: Bandi Sanjay

Srinagar:  A special court of the 
National Investigation Agency in Delhi 
on Tuesday sentenced separatist leader 
Aasiya Andrabi to life imprisonment in 
connection with a 2018 Kashmir seces-
sion conspiracy case, while her associ-
ates Sofi Fehmeeda and Nahida Nasreen 
were awarded 30 years in jail along with 
fines.

The three women, linked to the 
banned organisation Dukhtaran-e-Mil-
lat, were arrested by the NIA in July 
2018 after the agency registered a suo 
moto case in April the same year related 
to a secession conspiracy. The arrests 
were made in the run-up to the scrap-
ping of the J&K’s special status in 2019.

Andrabi, 63, a prominent separatist 
leader from Kashmir, is the founder and 
chairperson of Dukhtaran-e-Millat, an 
organisation initially formed as a socio-
religious reform group, later came to be 
associated with pro-Pakistan and sepa-
ratist ideology and was banned by the 
Government of India in 2018 and was 
declared a terrorist organisation.

Born in 1963 in Srinagar in an edu-
cated family, Andrabi completed her 
graduation in Home Science and later 
pursued Islamic studies, which report-
edly influenced her ideological and po-
litical outlook. She founded Dukhtaran-
e-Millat in the late 1980s, and the group 
gained prominence in the early 1990s 
during its campaign advocating the veil 
in Kashmir.

Andrabi married Ashiq Hussain 

Faktoo, also known as Mohammad Qa-
sim, a militant commander associated 
with Hizbul Mujahideen, who is serving 
life imprisonment in connection with 
the killing of Kashmiri Pandit rights ac-
tivist Hriday Nath Wanchoo.

She was first arrested in 1993 and 
subsequently detained multiple times 
under the Public Safety Act before her 
arrest by the NIA in 2018. Authorities 
had attached Andrabi’s Srinagar resi-
dence in 2019 as part of a broader crack-
down on separatist networks.

In January 2026, a Delhi court con-
victed Andrabi, Sofi Fehmeeda and Na-
hida Nasreen under various sections of 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Act and the Indian Penal Code related to 
conspiracy, promoting enmity, and un-
lawful activities.

Andrabi was sentenced by the Court 
concurrently under various sections of 
IPC and UA(P) Act to the maximum 
sentence of Life Imprisonment and a to-
tal fine of Rs. 8 lakh.

She is additionally named in 32 
other FIRs registered at various police 
stations in Jammu & Kashmir

Following the arrests of its leader-
ship and the crackdown on separatist 
organisations by security agencies after 
2019, Dukhtaran-e-Millat like other 
separatist groups has largely become 
defunct.

Who is Aasiya Andrabi? Separatist 
leader gets life imprisonment in NIA case

Hyderabad:  The budget session 
of the Telangana Legislative Assem-
bly entered its seventh day on 
Wednesday, with proceedings com-
mencing at 10:00 hours amid a 
packed legislative agenda.

According to the schedule re-
leased by Assembly Secretary Rend-
la Thirupathi, the day’s proceedings 
began with the Question Hour, allow-
ing legislators to raise queries on 
governance and administrative mat-
ters.

Following the Question Hour, 
the House moved on to the introduc-
tion and consideration of several im-
portant government bills, reflecting 
the legislative priorities of the state 
government.

Chief Minister A. Revanth Red-
dy is slated to introduce the Telanga-
na Goods and Services Tax (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2026. The pro-
posed amendment is expected to ad-
dress key aspects of tax administra-
tion and compliance in the state.

In addition, Health Minister 
Damodar Rajanarsimha will present 
the Telangana Vaidya Vidhana Pari-
shad (Repeal) Bill, 2026 for consid-
eration and passage in the Assembly.

The legislative business of the 

day also includes the commencement 
of voting on Demands for Grants for 
the financial year 2026–27, marking 
a crucial phase in the budget approval 
process.

As part of this exercise, the Chief 
Minister will seek approval for an al-
location of Rs 3,76,70,82,000 under 
the Commercial Taxes Administra-
tion, highlighting the importance of 
revenue mobilisation for the state.

Among the major allocations 
proposed, a substantial amount of Rs 
1,73,24,49,15,000 has been ear-
marked for the Agriculture sector, 

underscoring the government’s focus 
on rural development and farmer 
welfare.

The Co-operation sector is set to 
receive Rs 1,58,81,66,000, aimed at 
strengthening cooperative institu-
tions and improving access to finan-
cial and institutional support for vari-
ous stakeholders.

The government has also pro-
posed Rs 4,72,50,07,000 for Excise 
Administration, along with Rs 
14,17,73,40,000 for Tourism, Art and 
Culture, indicating a balanced ap-
proach towards revenue generation 

and cultural promotion.
Significant allocations have 

been earmarked for welfare sectors, 
including Rs 3,16,18,51,03,000 for 
Social Welfare and Rs 
1,60,35,40,50,000 for Tribal Wel-
fare, reflecting a continued empha-
sis on inclusive development.

Additional budgetary provi-
sions include Rs 15,03,57,47,000 
for Animal Husbandry and Fisher-
ies, Rs 7,09,45,89,000 for Sports 
and Youth Services, and Rs 
37,68,52,83,000 for Minority Wel-
fare.

These allocations highlight the 
government’s commitment to sup-
porting diverse sectors ranging from 

agriculture and livelihoods to youth 
development and minority empow-
erment.

The ongoing session is expected 
to witness detailed deliberations on 
both legislative proposals and finan-
cial allocations, with members likely 
to engage in extensive debates.

Overall, the seventh day of the 
session reflects the state govern-
ment’s focus on policy reforms, fiscal 
planning, and sectoral development 
as part of its broader governance 
agenda.

Telangana Assembly budget session enters 
seventh day; key bills, grant demands on agendaBhubaneswar:  Wear-

ing black T-shirts, members 
of the Opposition BJD and 
Congress staged a novel pro-
test inside the Odisha As-
sembly on Wednesday, stall-
ing proceedings and 
demanding the resignation 
of State Health Minister 
Mukesh Mahaling over the 
SCB Medical College and 
Hospital fire tragedy on 
March 16, which claimed the 
lives of twelve patients.

Since March 17, the As-
sembly has witnessed con-
tinuous uproar from the Op-
position over the incident, 
disrupting proceedings dur-
ing the pre-lunch session and 
forcing Speaker Surama 
Padhy to adjourn the House 
daily until 4 PM, with little 
business being conducted.
Holding placards and post-
ers, BJD and Congress mem-
bers shouted anti-govern-
ment slogans inside the well 
of the House, insisting on the 
Health Minister’s resigna-
tion. Several attempts by the 
Speaker—including at least 
four all-party meetings in her 
chamber—have failed to 
break the deadlock.

As the Assembly con-
vened at 10:30 AM on 
Wednesday for Question 
Hour, Opposition members, 
wearing black T-shirts bear-
ing slogans such as “Weak 
Chief Minister” and “Strong 
Health Minister,” rushed 
into the well and continued 
their protest, demanding the 
minister’s resignation.De-
spite repeated appeals by the 
Speaker urging members to 
return to their seats, maintain 
discipline, and allow pro-
ceedings to continue, the 
protests persisted. Unable to 
restore order, the Speaker ad-
journed the House at 10:33 
AM until 11:30 AM.When 
the House reconvened, the 
Opposition renewed its pro-
tests, disrupting Zero Hour. 
Meanwhile, some treasury 
bench members raised con-
cerns over the Biju Naveen 
Inspirational Trust, alleging 
it had been formed to divert 
party funds for other purpos-
es.Amid continued disrup-
tions, Zero Hour proceeded 
until 12:22 PM, after which 
the House was adjourned 
briefly and then again until 1 
PM. An all-party meeting 

was convened by the Speak-
er to resolve the impasse.

However, Opposition 
members boycotted the 
House when it reconvened at 
1 PM. Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi then initiated 
the debate on demands for 
grants under the Home and 
General Administration de-
partments. Some treasury 
members participated before 
the House was adjourned 
again at 1:32 PM until 4 PM.

Outside the Assembly, 
BJD leader Arun Sahu stated 
that protests would continue 
until their demand was met, 
asserting that either the 
Health Minister must resign 
or be dismissed by the Chief 
Minister. Congress Legisla-
ture Party leader Ramachan-
dra Kadam echoed the same 
demand.On the other hand, 
BJP member Ashok Mohan-
ty criticized the Opposition 
for deliberately disrupting 
proceedings.He alleged that 
the BJD was internally di-
vided over the Biju Naveen 
Inspirational Trust issue and 
was staging protests to divert 
public attention from the 
controversy.

Opposition stalls Odisha Assembly for last 
eight days over SCB hospital fire tragedy

Lucknow:  Amidst rising uncer-
tainties in the global energy market 
driven by the ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East, oil companies have 
launched a major drive to streamline the 
LPG distribution system in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The KYC (Know Your Customer) 
verification process is being strictly en-
forced, resulting in the temporary deac-
tivation of over 110,000 LPG connec-
tions in Lucknow and approximately 2 
million connections across the entire 
state.

The state is home to a total of nearly 
48.7 million domestic LPG consumers. 
Gas company officials are currently 
identifying consumers who have not 
booked a cylinder for nine months or 

longer.
According to officials here on 

Wednesday, in many instances, con-
sumers have either switched to Piped 
Natural Gas (PNG) connections or have 
changed their residential addresses; 
however, it is imperative to ensure that 
subsidies and gas supplies reach only 
genuine consumers.

The oil companies have identified 
these consumers and have temporarily 
suspended their connections. Re-sub-
mission of KYC details has now been 
made mandatory to reactivate these 
connections.As a result of this process, 
gas agencies in Lucknow are witnessing 
increased crowds of consumers, with 
large numbers of people arriving to up-
date their documentation.

Anand Chaturvedi, a resident of 
Alambagh, faced a similar predicament. 
He recounted that upon attempting to 
book a cylinder, he discovered that his 
connection had been deactivated and 
that a fresh KYC verification was now 
required, as the connection was regis-
tered in the name of his late father.

According to sources, each gas 
agency in the city has between 1,200 
and 1,500 deactivated connections. 
However, agency operators maintain 
that this exercise is instrumental in 
purging irregular and dormant connec-
tions from the system.A senior official 
from the Indian Oil Corporation stated 
that this decision was taken to ensure 
that both subsidies and gas supplies are 
directed to the rightful consumers. 

2 million LPG connections deactivated 
in UP; 110,000 affected in Lucknow
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House can’t be deterred 
by any threats, will keep 
functioning to serve peo-
ple: Speaker
New Delhi : Delhi As-
sembly Speaker Vijender 
Gupta on Tuesday said 
that prior to the com-
mencement of the House’s 
proceedings, certain 
threatening emails were 
received on his official 
email ID, as well as on the 
Delhi Legislative Assem-
bly’s email account.Gup-
ta, while speaking in the 
House stated that the mat-
ter was of a sensitive na-
ture and had direct impli-
cations concerning 
security, assuring the 
members that the con-
cerned security agencies 
responded with utmost 
alertness and prompti-
tude.He said that the mat-
ter was immediately ex-
amined, and all necessary 
measures were undertak-
en, keeping in view the 
safety and security of ev-
eryone in the complex.He 
expressed that despite 
such attempts, the pro-
ceedings of the House 
were conducted without 
any delay or disruption.
Meanwhile, it is for the 
second time that the Delhi 
Vidhan Sabha and its 
Speaker have again re-
ceived such a threatening 
email.Sources say that a 
threat email was received 
on an email id of the As-
sembly, and also of the 
Speaker in the early morn-
ing hours.

2 dead, 23 injured in Delhi 
bus accident; swift police 
action saves lives
New Delhi: A sleeper 
tourist bus overturned 
near Hanuman Mandir, 
Karol Bagh, New Delhi, at 
around 1:05 AM on 
Wednesday, triggering a 
major rescue operation by 
Delhi Police.A senior po-
lice official said that the 
Jaipur-Delhi bus, carrying 
around 30 passengers, 
flipped, leaving many 
trapped inside. Acting 
swiftly, a team of Karol 
Bagh Police Station, along 
with locals, used a JCB to 
lift and stabilise the bus 
and rescue passengers.A 
total of 23 injured were 
shifted to hospitals -- 12 to 
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia 
(RML) Hospital, where 2 
men succumbed, 10 to Sir 
Ganga Ram Hospital, and 
1 to Lady Hardinge Medi-
cal College.One deceased 
has been identified as She-
hbaz Alam (30), while the 
other remains unidenti-
fied.Driver Pankaj Kumar 
(26) has been detained and 
is under treatment.Police 
investigation into the mat-
ter is ongoing.

Supreme Court sets up 
SIT to probe Gurugram 
minor’s rape case
New Delhi:  The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday set 
up an SIT consisting of 
three women IPS officers 
to probe the Gurugram 
minor’s rape case. A 
three-judge Bench led by 
CJI Surya Kant issued 
show-cause notices to 
Gurugram Police officers 
involved in the probe to 
explain why disciplinary 
action should not be tak-
en against them.The 
Bench asked the Child 
Welfare Committee 
members to explain why 
they should not be re-
moved for their insensi-
tive handling of the case.
The top court asked the 
Gurugram Police to hand 
over the entire case file to 
the SIT by Thursday.It 
posted the matter for 
April 6. The Bench --- 
which also included Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi and 
Justice Vipul M Pancholi 
– asked a Max Hospital 
doctor to explain why she 
changed her report in the 
case after the top court 
took cognisance of the 
matter.The order came on 
a petition filed by the vic-
tim’s parents seeking a 
CBI/SIT probe into the 
case.Expressing shock 
over the alleged insensi-
tive handling of the rape 
of a four-year-old girl in 
Gurugram, the Supreme 
Court had on March 23 
issued notices to the 
Haryana Police and oth-
ers on the petition.

Briefs :

New Delhi: Virendra Sachdeva 
on Wednesday launched a sharp at-
tack on opposition parties over their 
remarks regarding cooking gas sup-
ply, describing their statements as 
“irresponsible” and potentially 
harmful to national interest. His 
comments come amid an ongoing 
debate around LPG availability in 
the country.

Addressing the media, Sachde-
va specifically targeted leaders 
from the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
and the Indian National Congress, 
accusing them of amplifying con-
cerns at a time when global energy 
markets are facing significant dis-
ruptions. He suggested that such 
narratives could create unnecessary 
alarm among the public.

He pointed out that the ongoing 
Gulf conflict has strained oil and 
gas supplies across multiple re-
gions, affecting both developed and 
developing economies. According 
to him, India is not isolated from 
these global challenges.

“In such a situation, instead of 
supporting efforts to manage the 
crisis, opposition leaders are en-
gaging in political opportunism,” 
Sachdeva stated, emphasising the 
need for collective responsibility 
during international crises. He ar-
gued that unity in communication is 
essential to prevent misinforma-
tion.

Sachdeva further alleged that 
protests and repeated public claims 

about shortages could inadvertent-
ly encourage black marketing. He 
warned that such actions might lead 
to panic buying, which could wors-
en the situation for ordinary con-
sumers.

Highlighting the government’s 
response, he said the Government 
of India acted proactively from the 
beginning of the crisis. Measures 
were put in place early to ensure 
that domestic consumers would not 
face severe disruptions in LPG sup-
ply.

According to him, the majority 
of households across the country 
continue to receive their LPG cylin-
ders on time after booking. He 
maintained that distribution sys-
tems are functioning efficiently de-

spite global pressures.
Sachdeva also underlined the 

government’s efforts to maintain 
uninterrupted supply during key 
festive occasions. He cited events 
such as Eid and Navratri, noting 
that community kitchens and 
households did not face significant 
shortages during these periods.

He added that similar arrange-
ments are being ensured for the up-
coming Ram Navami celebrations. 
According to him, the focus re-
mains on ensuring that citizens can 
observe festivals without inconve-
nience.

Responding to concerns from 
commercial sectors, Sachdeva ac-
knowledged that there was a brief 
disruption in supply chains lasting 

about a week. However, he stressed 
that the situation has since im-
proved considerably.

He noted that businesses such 
as hotels, restaurants, and roadside 
eateries—especially in Delhi—are 
now operating normally. Adequate 
gas availability has allowed them to 
resume regular services without 
major hurdles.

The BJP leader reiterated that 
while global conditions remain 
challenging, India’s internal man-
agement of resources has helped 
avoid a crisis-like situation. He 
credited policy interventions and 
coordination among agencies for 
maintaining stability.

Sachdeva urged opposition 
leaders to act responsibly and avoid 
statements that could create confu-
sion among the public. He stressed 
that constructive dialogue is essen-
tial during times of global uncer-
tainty.He also called for public co-
operation, advising citizens not to 
panic and to rely on official chan-
nels for accurate information re-
garding LPG supply. According to 
him, responsible communication 
can play a crucial role in maintain-
ing order.As the global energy situ-
ation continues to evolve, the politi-
cal discourse around fuel supply is 
expected to remain intense. How-
ever, Sachdeva maintained that en-
suring uninterrupted access for citi-
zens remains the government’s top 
priority.

Sachdeva slams opposition over LPG remarks, 
says India ensured steady supply amid global crisis

New Delhi:  Harish 
Rana, 31, who became In-
dia's first citizen to be grant-
ed passive euthanasia, was 
laid to rest on Wednesday 
morning at the Green Park 
Cremation Ground, his final 
journey marked with full re-
ligious rites and a silence 
heavy with grief.

After spending more 
than 13 years in a coma, Har-
ish breathed his last on Tues-
day at AIIMS Delhi. His 
family had shifted him to the 
palliative care unit of the Dr 
BR Ambedkar Institute Ro-
tary Cancer Hospital on 
March 14, hoping to give 
him as much comfort as pos-
sible in his final days.

Before that, their home 
in Ghaziabad had been his 
world, one filled with quiet 
care, constant vigil, and un-
spoken sorrow.

At the cremation 
ground, emotions ran high. 
Hundreds gathered, neigh-
bours, friends, distant rela-
tives, and even strangers 
who had followed his story. 
Some wept openly, others 
folded their hands in prayer, 
but all had come with one 
purpose: to say a final good-
bye to Harish Rana, a young 
man whose long, silent 
struggle had moved an entire 
nation.

On March 11, the Su-
preme Court of India made a 
heartbreaking yet humane 

decision: it allowed the 
withdrawal of medical treat-
ment for Harish, acknowl-
edging that after years in a 
prolonged vegetative state, 
there was almost no hope of 
recovery.

Harish's father, Ashok 
Rana, spoke with the quiet 
pain of a parent who had 
fought a long, impossible 
battle. "We have been fight-
ing for this. No parents 
would ever want such a situ-
ation for their son," he said, 
his voice breaking under the 
weight of 13 years of help-
lessness.

"We have been pursuing 
this case for the past three 
years. He will be taken to AI-
IMS. He was a topper at Pun-
jab University."

Behind those few words 
lay a lifetime of dreams halt-
ed by tragedy.

Passive euthanasia, al-
lowing a terminally ill pa-
tient to die naturally by with-
drawing life-sustaining 
treatment, became the only 
path left for Harish, whose 
life had been suspended 
since a devastating fall in 
2013.

Acting on the court's di-
rection, AIIMS was instruct-
ed to admit Harish and over-
see the process of 
withdrawing life support 
under complete medical su-
pervision. The bench of Jus-
tices JB Pardiwala and KV 

Viswanathan permitted the 
removal of clinically assist-
ed nutrition and hydration 
(CANH), a step taken only 
after years of medical cer-
tainties and legal scrutiny.

Following the verdict, 
Advocate Manish Jain said 
that under Article 21 of the 
Constitution, the court had 
affirmed Harish's right to die 
with dignity. He outlined the 
next steps, within a week, 
Harish would be moved to 
AIIMS, where the tubes sus-
taining his body would be 
gently removed, allowing 
him to pass away naturally 
and peacefully.

He further noted that the 
judgment flowed from the 
landmark 2018 Common 
Cause vs union of India rul-
ing, which set the frame-
work for how individuals in 
irreversible, palliative states 
should be cared for.

While passive euthana-
sia is widely recognized 
around the world, this ruling 
marks a small but significant 
step forward for India. The 
Supreme Court has also di-
rected all state chief medical 
officers to establish primary 
and secondary euthanasia 
review boards and submit 
regular reports, a move 
aimed at ensuring dignity, 
oversight, and compassion 
for those facing the most dif-
ficult of human circumstanc-
es.

India's first passive euthanasia 
case: Harish Rana cremated in Delhi

New Delhi, March 24 
(UNI) Delhi Minister 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on 
Tuesday termed the Delhi 
Budget 2026–27 as his-
toric, stating that it will 
prove to be a milestone for 
the city’s development 
and environmental pro-
tection.He lauded the 
budget presented by Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta, 
which has a total outlay of 
approximately Rs 
1,03,700 crore.

Sirsa, who is Delhi’s 
Environment Minister, 
said, “When we presented 
a Rs 1 lakh crore budget 
last year, several ques-
tions were raised, where 
would the funds come 
from, how would they be 
mobilized etc. However, 
the experience and leader-
ship of CM Rekha Gupta 
have proven that a Rs 1 
lakh crore budget can be 
successfully implement-
ed,” the minister added.

Highlighting the en-
vironmental commit-
ment, the Minister said, 
“This is a green budget. 
Whether it is e-waste, 
road transport, infrastruc-
ture, or metro projects, 
every effort has been 
made to integrate envi-
ronmental considerations, 
including plantation, into 
each initiative.”He noted 

that 21 per cent of the total 
budget has been allocated 
to green initiatives, add-
ing that the government 
will also issue licenses for 
1,000 new e-auto permits 
exclusively for women, 
enabling safe and digni-
fied livelihood opportuni-
ties.Meanwhile, Health 
and Transport Minister Dr 
Pankaj Kumar Singh ex-
pressed his gratitude to 
CM Gupta for a compre-
hensive and welfare-ori-
ented budget, with signifi-
cant allocations of Rs 
13,034 crore for the 
Health Department and 
Rs 12,613 crore for the 
Transport.He mentioned 
that these allocations re-
flect the government’s 
firm commitment to en-
suring accessible, afford-
able healthcare and build-
ing a sustainable, efficient 
and future-ready trans-
port ecosystem.He also 
noted that the government 
is addressing legacy gaps 
by completing long-pend-
ing infrastructure projects 
and strengthening service 
delivery across both sec-
tors.Tourism Minister 
Kapil Mishra expressed 
gratitude to CM Gupta for 
the inclusive Budget, 
which he said will run the 
city’s growth at a high 
speed on the tracks of de-

Delhi Ministers laud "green &
 inclusive" budget presented by CM

velopment, adding that the ”Green 
budget is a Green Signal.”

New Delhi:  Delhi Po-
lice said on Wednesday it 
has dismantled an interna-
tional arms trafficking 
syndicate, arresting 10 
suspects having links to 
Pakistan, Nepal, and Ban-
gladesh.

The police described 
the accused as key opera-
tives, saying a large cache 
of high-end foreign weap-
ons has been confiscated 
from their possession.

“The operation was 
led by the Anti-Robbery 
and Snatching Cell 
(ARSC), which uncov-
ered a network operating 
in Old Delhi,” said San-
jeev Kumar Yadav, Depu-
ty Commissioner of Po-
lice (Crime Branch).

Police have recovered 
21 sophisticated firearms, 
including a Czech-made 
submachine gun, semi-
automatic pistols of vari-
ous international makes, 
and over 200 live cartridg-
es.

Investigators said the 
racket was led by kingpin 
Shahbaz Ansari, a native 
of UP's Bulandshahr, be-
lieved to be operating 
from Bangladesh after 
jumping interim bail in 
2025.“Ansari is previous-
ly linked to the killing of 
Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moosewala in 2022 and is 
suspected to have sup-
plied weapons to the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang,” the 
DCP said.

Police said the module 
sourced weapons from 
Pakistan, routed them 

through Nepal using dis-
mantled shipments dis-
guised as scrap, and reas-
sembled them before 
smuggling into India via 
the porous Indo-Nepal 
border.

“The arms were then 
distributed across Delhi-
NCR and other states to 
criminal gangs,” the offi-
cer said.

The first breakthrough 
came on March 13 when 
three accused were appre-
hended near Dariya Ganj 
with pistols and ammuni-
tion.

Subsequent raids 
across Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh led to the arrest of 
seven more operatives, in-
cluding key suppliers, re-
ceivers, and a SIM card 
vendor who facilitated 
communication using 
fake documents.

“A suspect attempted 
to open fire on the police 
but was overpowered,” 
police said, adding that in 
another operation in Si-
kandrabad, a suspect with 
a firearm tried to flee but 
was apprehended after a 
brief scuffle.

The team also got their 
hands on a rare Skorpion 
submachine gun during 
follow-up interrogations.

The probe revealed 
the network used encrypt-
ed apps, disposable SIM 
cards, and hawala chan-
nels to avoid detection, 
while investigators relied 
on human intelligence and 
call data analysis to trace 
and map the syndicate.

Delhi Crime Branch bust 
major international arms 

racket; 10 arrested

New Delhi: Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta on 
Tuesday met with the grieving 
families of those who died in 
the tragic fire incident in Palam 
area of Delhi on March 18.

CM said that the untimely 
death of innocent people in-
cluding children in the fire is 
extremely distressing and 
heart wrenching.She ex-
pressed her deepest condo-
lences to the families, assuring 
that the government stands in 
full solidarity with them dur-
ing the tough times.

“The pain of losing loved 
ones is unbearable, something 
that cannot be expressed in 
words,” the CM stated taking 
to social media platform X.

She has assured that the 
government is fully committed 
to providing the affected fami-

lies every possible assistance, 
relief, and support.Earlier, the 
government had ordered a 
Magisterial Inquiry to probe 
the cause of the fire and deter-
mine how commercial goods, 
such as cosmetics and clothes, 
were being stored in a residen-
tial building.The inquiry will 
be examining potential safety 
violations and the legality of 
using the premises for com-
mercial storage, which con-
tributed to the rapid spread of 
the blaze.CM had earlier an-
nounced a financial assistance 
to the next of kin of those lives 
lost, which include Rs 10 lakh 
each to the families of de-
ceased adults, Rs 5 lakh each to 
the families of deceased mi-
nors, and Rs 2 lakh each to 
those who got seriously in-
jured in the incident.

Delhi CM meets affected families 
of Palam fire tragedy, says govt 

stands with them
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In Indian democracy, Parliament is regarded as the plat-
form for the hopes and aspirations of the people; however, 
for many years, a sentiment had emerged that the issues con-
cerning the middle class were being relegated to a secondary 
position on this very platform. Entrapped by inflation, mo-
bile phone expenses, banking charges, the rising cost of edu-
cation, and the mounting financial strain of daily life, the 
voice of this class has often gone unheard. The Indian Parlia-
ment is revered as the supreme temple of democracy—the 
place where laws shaping the nation's future are forged and 
where the rights of 1.4 billion citizens are deliberated upon. 
Yet, for several decades, a widespread perception has taken 
root that parliamentary debates tend to revolve either around 
the interests of the ultra-wealthy capitalists or around wel-
fare schemes designed for the destitute. Consequently, fears 
began to mount that the vast 'middle class'—situated be-
tween these two extremes—had perhaps been permanently 
banished from the political agenda of the nation's politicians. 
Although the character of this class has evolved in the wake 
of economic liberalization, its problems have become far 
more complex. While established political parties remain 
entrenched in the age-old equations of temple-mosque poli-
tics or caste-based identities, Raghav Chadha—a young 
Member of Parliament from the Aam Aadmi Party—has set 
a new precedent by giving direct voice, within the Upper 
House of Parliament, to the very conversations that take 
place in the 'living rooms' of middle-class households.The 
issues raised by Raghav Chadha during the Budget Session 
are not merely political rhetoric; rather, they serve as a vivid 
portrayal of the financial squeeze currently being felt in the 
pockets of every middle-class Indian. In today's digital age, 
a mobile phone is no longer merely a luxury item; it has 
evolved into an individual's very digital identity. However, 
the profiteering tactics employed by mobile companies are 
truly infuriating. According to our standard calendar, a 
month consists of 30 or 31 days; yet, mobile companies de-
liberately structure their billing cycle to last only 28 days. 
Due to this "theft" of two or three days, customers are com-
pelled to recharge their phones 13 times a year instead of the 
standard 12. This constitutes a direct robbery of the custom-
er's wallet; Chadha has raised a pointed question: if utility 
bills—such as electricity, water, or home loan install-
ments—operate on a 30-day cycle, why should mobile com-
panies be subject to a different set of rules? While the sus-
pension of outgoing call services is understandable, cutting 
off incoming calls—thereby holding the customer hostage 
and forcing them to recharge immediately—constitutes a 
violation of an individual's fundamental right to communi-
cate. His demand—that incoming call facilities should re-
main active for at least one year and that this service should 
be made available at a nominal cost—echoes the sentiments 
of millions of prepaid mobile subscribers across the country.
Mr. Chadha presented before the House, backed by concrete 
evidence, the "data scam" being perpetrated by telecom 
companies regarding mobile data services. These compa-
nies provide a daily allowance of 1.5 to 2 GB of data; how-
ever, if this entire quota is not consumed, the remaining data 
is not carried forward to the following day. By the end of the 
day, this data "lapses"—meaning that companies reclaim a 
commodity for which the customer has already paid, with-
out allowing them the opportunity to utilize it. This consti-
tutes an act of consumer exploitation and serves as a prime 
example of how customers in the Indian market are being 
defrauded. Beyond just technology, he also took to task the 
companies manufacturing "health drinks," accusing them of 
playing fast and loose with the health of the middle class. 
These companies—which peddle sugary concoctions under 
the guise of promoting health—are directly contributing to 
the rising prevalence of obesity and diabetes across the 
country. At a time when the health of the common citizen is 
being jeopardized by the profiteering motives of large cor-
porate entities, it is immensely reassuring to witness such 
issues being raised and voiced within the hallowed halls of 
Parliament.For the middle class, air travel remains—even 
today—either a cherished dream or a matter of sheer neces-
sity. While the Prime Minister may have painted a vision 
wherein "a citizen wearing *Hawai chappals* (flip-flops) 
should be able to fly in a *Hawai jahaz* (airplane)," the real-
ity of the situation at airports is starkly different. The prices 
charged at airports for items as simple as tea, coffee, or a 
humble *samosa* often exceed the cost of a full, elaborate 
meal (*Thali*) at a luxury hotel. In such a prohibitively ex-
pensive environment, is the "man in flip-flops" expected to 
travel on an empty stomach? By asserting that the Airport 
Authority must put an end to this systematic fleecing of the 
common man, Mr. Chadha has effectively addressed the fi-
nancial burden weighing upon the middle class. Further-
more, he touched upon several other highly practical and 
pertinent issues, such as the penalties levied by banks for 
failing to maintain a "minimum balance," and the proposal 
regarding the filing of joint income tax returns by married 
couples. He has put forward revolutionary ideas, asserting 
that in Indian democracy, the right to merely elect a leader is 
insufficient; citizens must also be granted the 'Right to Re-
call'—the authority to remove an incompetent elected repre-
sentative.Democracy truly becomes meaningful when 
young Members of Parliament, such as Raghav Chadha, 
bring the struggles of the common person's daily life to the 
floor of Parliament. Consumer rights organizations, too, 
need to become more assertive in opposing the systematic 
exploitation of the middle class that is currently taking place 
at various levels. The middle class can hope to receive jus-
tice only if there are more representatives in Parliament ca-
pable of effectively articulating such wide-ranging issues 
affecting the common people—even within a brief window 
of just one or two minutes. It is now the need of the hour for 
politicians to look beyond the divisive politics of temples 
and mosques, and instead focus their attention on issues of 
daily relevance—such as mobile data tariffs, the cost of tea 
at airports, it is precisely this kind of advocacy—where an 
elected representative acts as an attorney for their constitu-
ents to champion their cause—that is expected. What is now 
required is for the government to move beyond mere silence 
on these matters and take decisive action to rein in mobile 
service providers and airport operators. The middle class 
constitutes the backbone of the nation's economy; if the as-
saults currently being inflicted upon this backbone are not 
halted in time, the country's economic progress will remain 
confined solely to paper. The middle class's eroded faith in 
the political system can be restored only if all political par-
ties take these 'reminders'—issued by Raghav Chadha—
with the utmost seriousness.Democracy gains true strength 
only when it transcends the realm of grand policies to deliver 
justice and resolution for the daily struggles faced by the 
common people. The middle class constitutes the backbone 
of the nation's economy, and the persistent neglect of its con-
cerns is something we simply cannot afford. What is needed 
now is not merely discussion, but concrete policy changes. 
Only if Parliament truly becomes the voice of the people will 
the confidence of the middle class be restored, and democ-
racy be strengthened. It is only when Parliament genuinely 
connects with the lives of ordinary citizens that democracy 
will become more robust and credible.

The Woes of 
the Common People! The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) had issued the extant instruc-
tions on limiting liability of cus-
tomers in unauthorised electronic 
banking transactions in 2017. 
However, in view of the rapid 
adoption of technology in the 
banking sector and payments sys-
tems, RBI reviewed its existing in-
structions. The revised instruc-
tions, including a compensation 
mechanism in case of small value 
fraudulent electronic banking 
transactions, have been issued for 
public / stakeholders’ consultation 
on March 06, 2026. The same is 
available at: https://www.rbi.org.
in/Scripts/BS_PressReleaseDis-
play.aspx?prid=62340

Indian Digital Payment Intelli-
gence Corporation (IDPIC) has 
been incorporated as section 8 
company, under the Companies 
Act, 2013 on 16/10/2025. Its pri-
mary mandate is to detect, prevent, 
and analyse fraud in India’s rapidly 
expanding digital payments eco-
system in real time by leveraging 
cutting-edge technologies, includ-
ing Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
Machine Learning (ML), and Big 
Data Analytics.

The Government has been con-
stantly engaging with the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) and other con-
cerned Regulators/ stakeholders. 

To curb the misuse of mule ac-
counts for diversion and layering 
of funds in cyber frauds across the 
country, RBI has rolled out “Mule-
Hunter.AI” an artificial intelli-
gence/ machine learning-based so-
lution for mule account detection. 
The solution is currently live in 26 
banks and is being scaled up fur-
ther. RBI has also issued advisories 

delineating specific actions to be 
taken by the banks in mitigating the 
misuse of banking channel through 
robust systems and controls for the 
prevention and detection of cyber 
enabled frauds & suspected money 
mules.

Further, the banks have been 
advised to ensure deployment and 
adoption of robust software for re-

al-time transaction monitoring and 
use of AI / ML tools in detecting 
suspicious and fraudulent transac-
tion patterns as well as use of net-
work analytics in identifying mule 
networks.

Several initiatives have been 
taken to disseminate cybersecurity 
awareness among citizens, includ-
ing senior citizens. These, inter 

alia, include:The Centre for Finan-
cial Literacy (CFL) project has 
been initiated by RBI since 2017 
with an objective to adopt commu-
nity-led innovative and participa-
tory approaches to financial litera-
cy. A total of 2,421 CFLs have been 
set up across the country, as on 
March 31, 2025, with one CFL 
covering three blocks;

Financial Literacy Week 
(FLW) has been conducted every 
year since 2016 to propagate the 
message of financial education 
among citizens across the country;

RBI’s multi-media and multi-
lingual public awareness cam-
paign, titled "RBI Kehta Hai” pro-
motes financial literacy to create 
awareness among citizens on safe 
banking practices.

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) runs the 
“SEBI vs SCAM” Campaign, 
which generates an ongoing fraud 
awareness campaign via TV, print, 
radio, and social media in partner-
ship with Market Infrastructure In-
stitutions (MIIs). SEBI has also 
launched the Saa₹thi Mobile App, 
offering educational resources and 
investment information to protect 
citizens.This information was giv-
en by the Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Finance Shri Pankaj 
Chaudhary in Rajya Sabha.

RBI Strengthens Framework on 
Unauthorised Electronic Banking Transactions

The Coastal State Governments and 
Union Territory (UT) Administrations are re-
sponsible for regulating fishing activities 
within Territorial Waters extending up to 12 
nautical miles, as this subject falls under En-
try 21 of the State List. The Union Govern-
ment regulates fishing in India’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) beyond 12 nautical 
miles under Entry 57 of the Union List. Ac-
cordingly, the coastal States/UTs enforce 
their respective Marine Fishing Regulation 
Acts (MFRAs) to govern fishing within terri-
torial waters. Several States/UTs have also 
designated exclusive zones for traditional 
fishers operating non‑motorized and motor-
ized craft, where mechanized vessels are pro-
hibited.

The Government of Andhra Pradesh has 
reported occasional incidents of illegal fish-
ing by mechanized vessels from Tamil Nadu 

and Puducherry within its territorial waters, 
including in traditional fishing zones and the 
Pulicat Lake area. To address such, inter‑state 
fishing issues, and in line with the advice of 
the Inter‑State Council, the Department of 
Fisheries, Government of India vide Order 
dated 29 March 2023 had constituted three 
Regional Fisheries Management Councils 
(RFMCs) viz. Western, Eastern, and South-
ern RFMCs. These RFMCs serve as plat-
forms for States/UTs to collaboratively re-
solve inter‑state fishing disputes and ensure 
equitable access to marine resources. The In-
dian Coast Guard is represented in all three 
RFMCs. Issues raised by States/UTs are 
placed on the agenda of the relevant RFMC 
for deliberation.

The Government of Tamil Nadu has indi-
cated that the coordinated action is undertak-
en with neighbouring coastal States/UTs 

through existing institutional mechanisms to 
prevent recurrence of such incidents and to 
ensure peaceful, uninterrupted fishing opera-
tions. Tamil Nadu has also highlighted proac-
tive measures to strengthen institutional ar-
rangements for safeguarding fishermen’s 
safety and livelihoods.

Following concerns raised by Andhra 
Pradesh in the Southern RFMC meeting held 
on 19 August 2023, the Government of Tamil 
Nadu has issued an Order dated 31 January 
2024 constituting a District-Level Commit-
tee comprising District Collectors and offi-
cials from Thiruvallur, Chennai, and Chen-
galpattu (Tamil Nadu) and SPSR Nellore, 
Prakasam, and Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh). 
The Committee is mandated to sensitise fish-
ermen and address fishing‑related disputes 
between the two States. Tamil Nadu has fur-
ther informed that action is taken against of-

fending fishing vessels under the Tamil Nadu 
Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1983, based 
on evidence, including photographs and vid-
eographs, provided by the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh.

Similarly, the Government of Andhra 
Pradesh refers incidents of illegal fishing by 
vessels from Puducherry to the UT Adminis-
tration for appropriate action. Andhra Pradesh 
is also pursuing amendments to the Andhra 
Pradesh Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 
1994, to introduce more stringent provisions 
for effectively addressing illegal, unreported, 
and unregulated (IUU) fishing within its ter-
ritorial waters.

This information was given by Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and Dairying Minister 
Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lalan Singh in 
the Lok Sabha in response to a question 
asked.

Illegal Intrusion by Fishermen

Considering the scope 
for harnessing deep-sea fish-
eries resources in the Indian 
EEZ and High Seas and the 
recommendations of the Na-
tional Policy on Marine 
Fisheries, 2017, the Depart-
ment of Fisheries (DoF), 
Government of India is pro-
viding financial assistance to 
traditional fishermen for ac-
quisition of (DSFVs) under 
the ‘Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Sampada Yojana’ (PMMSY) 
at the rate of 40% subsidy for 
General Category and 60% 
subsidy for SC/ST/Women 
beneficiaries in the country 
including the State of Andhra 
Pradesh. Under PMMSY, the 
DoF, Government of India, 
has sanctioned 50 DSFVs to 
the State of Andhra Pradesh. 
As reported by the Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh, 6 
DSFVs are currently opera-
tional in the State.(c) Under 
PMMSY, the Department of 
Fisheries, Ministry of Fish-
eries, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying (MoFAH&D), 
Government of India, has ap-
proved proposals submitted 
by the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh amounting 
to ₹2,416.92 crore, including 
a Central share of ₹569.86 
crore, for implementation of 
various fisheries‑related ac-
tivities such as development 
of fishing harbours, fish 
landing centres, cold storage 
facilities, and value‑addition 
units. Approval has been ac-
corded for the construction 
of three fishing harbours at 
Budagatlapalem (Sri-
kakulam district), Pudima-
daka (Anakapalli district), 
and Kothapatnam (Prakasam 
district) at a total cost of 
₹1,137.20 crore. Additional 
activities, including cold 
storage, processing units, 
and export‑oriented infra-
structure, have also been 
sanctioned under PMMSY; 
details thereof are provided 
in the Annexure.(d) Under 
the Training, Awareness, Ex-
posure and Capacity Build-
ing component of the Central 
Sector scheme of PMMSY, 
the National Fisheries De-
velopment Board (NFDB) 

serves as the Nodal Agency 
for implementing the train-
ing programmes. This com-
ponent places special em-
phasis on enhancing the 
skills, awareness, and capac-
ity of fishers, fish farmers, 
fish workers/vendors, and 
fisheries officials across all 
coastal States and Union Ter-
ritories, including Andhra 
Pradesh.As part of this initia-
tive, NFDB, in collaboration 
with the Central Institute of 
Fisheries Nautical & Engi-
neering Training (CIFNET), 
conducts exclusive training 
programmes for marine fish-
ermen on deep‑sea fishing 
and on‑board fish handling. 
A total of 8,040 fishermen 
have been trained under 
these programmes, includ-
ing 874 fishers from Andhra 
Pradesh, thereby strengthen-
ing India’s capacity in 
deep‑sea fishing operations.

In addition, the Fishery 
Survey of India (FSI), under 
the Department of Fisheries, 
Government of India, has 
conducted skill‑develop-
ment and capacity‑building 
programmes to promote the 
adoption of deep‑sea fishing 
technologies, with particular 
focus on deep‑sea tuna 
longlining and sashi-
mi‑grade tuna handling. 
These programmes provide 
hands‑on training onboard 
FSI survey vessels, covering 
monofilament longline op-
erations (setting and haul-
ing), gear configuration, and 
efficient deck management. 
Structured modules also in-

clude deep‑sea navigation, 
use of modern navigational 
aids (GPS, echo sounders, 
AIS), watch‑keeping prac-
tices, and safety at sea, in-
cluding life‑saving appli-
ances and firefighting 
equipment(e) PMMSY plac-
es strong emphasis on value 
addition and export enhance-
ment through improved 
post‑harvest infrastructure, 
promotion of fish value‑add-
ed enterprises, and reduction 
of post‑harvest losses.  The 
Government of India contin-
ues to engage closely with 
the stakeholders to assess 
evolving global market con-
ditions and is pursuing a 
comprehensive strategy to 
expand India’s fisheries ex-
port footprint. This strategy 
includes sustained engage-
ment with major markets 
like the United States to-
wards a mutually beneficial 
India–U.S. Bilateral Trade 
Agreement; immediate sup-
port measures such as RBI’s 
trade‑related interventions 
and the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme for Exporters; en-
hancement of domestic de-
mand through next‑genera-
tion GST reforms; and 
targeted export‑promotion 
initiatives under the newly 
launched Export Promotion 
Mission.The Government is 
also negotiating new Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
and strengthening the utilisa-
tion of existing FTAs to im-
prove market access for In-
dian seafood products. In 
parallel, the Department of 

Fisheries has undertaken ex-
tensive stakeholder consul-
tations and strategic out-
reach efforts, including 
Investors’ Meets in the An-
daman & Nicobar Islands 
and Lakshadweep, the 
Coastal States Fisheries 
Meet, Inland Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Meet, Seafood 
Exporters Meet, and World 
Fisheries Day events, with a 
strong focus on enhancing 
value addition in seafood 
exports.A Round Table Con-
ference with Ambassadors 
and High Commissioners 
from 39 countries was con-
vened to promote Indian sea-
food exports, deepen diplo-
matic engagement, foster 
collaboration on sustainable 
fisheries, and advance tech-
nological innovation in fish-
eries and aquaculture. Bilat-
eral engagements with major 
importing nations are also 
being actively pursued to 
further strengthen market ac-
cess.To enhance global com-
petitiveness, the Govern-
ment is facilitating ease of 
doing business through regu-
latory reforms and stream-
lined import procedures. Ad-
ditionally, the Marine 
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (MPEDA), 
under the Department of 
Commerce, continues to 
promote marine product ex-
ports through participation 
in international seafood 
trade fairs and exhibitions, 
buyer–seller meets, brand-
ing and promotion of Indian 
shrimp.

Deep Sea Fishing Vessels
The Capacity Building 

Commission (CBC), Gov-
ernment of India, organised 
the Southern Regional Con-
sultative Workshop on Col-
laborative Capacity Building 
and Resource Sharing at the 
Administrative Staff College 
of India (ASCI) in Hyder-
abad on March 13, 2026. The 
workshop served as a signifi-
cant platform to deliberate 
on strengthening coopera-
tion among Civil Services 
Training Institutions (CS-
TIs) across Southern India.

A total of 47 participants 
representing 23 CSTIs and 
other training institutes at-
tended the consultative 
workshop. The gathering re-
flected a diverse and experi-
enced pool of professionals 
committed to improving 
governance capacity through 
institutional collaboration 
and knowledge sharing.

The workshop focused 
on developing actionable 
frameworks for faculty ex-
change, shared learning re-
sources, and optimal utilisa-
tion of infrastructure. It 
aimed to move beyond iso-
lated functioning of institu-
tions and towards a more in-
tegrated and efficient training 
ecosystem.

The initiative was con-
ceptualised under the leader-
ship of S. Radha Chauhan, 
Chairperson of the Capacity 
Building Commission. Her 
vision emphasised the need 
for collaborative approaches 
that align with the evolving 
requirements of public ad-
ministration in India.

The programme com-
menced with welcome re-
marks by Chandralekha 
Mukherjee, Principal Advi-
sor, CBC. She highlighted 
that collaboration among 
CSTIs has largely depended 
on informal and non-institu-
tional factors so far, limiting 
its effectiveness and scalabil-
ity.Mukherjee stressed the 
importance of transitioning 
from a supply-driven model 
of training to a demand-driv-
en approach. She noted that 
institutions must adapt dy-

namically to governance 
needs by leveraging exper-
tise available across the 
broader training ecosystem.

This was followed by an 
address from Nimmagadda 
Ramesh Kumar, Director 
General of ASCI. He de-
scribed capacity building as 
a lifelong covenant between 
public servants and the gov-
ernment, underscoring its 
critical role in effective gov-
ernance.

Ramesh Kumar also 
highlighted ASCI’s Centre 
for Innovation in Public Pol-
icy as a model for fostering 
continuous improvement in 
public administration. He 
pointed out that such institu-
tional initiatives can drive 
innovation and responsive-
ness in governance practices.

The anchor session was 
delivered by Kamal Kapoor, 
Deputy Director General at 
the National Communica-
tions Academy-Finance and 
Chair of the Thematic Task 
Force. His presentation en-
capsulated weeks of deliber-
ations and consultations un-
dertaken by the Task Force.

Kapoor identified key 
challenges such as duplica-
tion of training content 
across institutions and the 
absence of a unified re-
source-sharing mechanism. 
He emphasised the need for 
structured collaboration to 
address inefficiencies and 
maximise collective impact.

He proposed three core 
pillars for collaboration: fac-
ulty sharing, content and 
knowledge sharing, and in-
frastructure sharing. These 
pillars were presented as the 
foundation for building a 
more cohesive and resource-
efficient training network.

Following the anchor 
session, participants en-
gaged in structured breakout 
discussions divided into 
three thematic groups. Each 
group focused on identifying 
constraints, exploring practi-
cal solutions, and designing 
collaborative frameworks 
tailored to institutional 
needs.

Southern Regional Consultative Workshop 
on Collaborative Capacity Building and 
Resource Sharing for Training Institutes
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Sirsa: Once known 
primarily for its agricul-
ture, Sirsa is rapidly be-
coming a national hub for 
hydraulic machine manu-
facturing. Local entrepre-
neurs, many of whom 
started in small repair 
shops in the 1980s, are 
now producing over 200 
specialized machines an-
nually for clients ranging 
from Dubai to Nepal. 
These locally designed 
units are prized for being 
compact and efficient, 
serving industries like 
truck repair, electric pole 
production, and agricul-
tural fabrication.

However, the sector's 
full potential is being hin-
dered by a critical short-
age of skilled labor and 
regulatory bottlenecks 
like delayed tax refunds. 
While local engineers are 
attempting to bridge the 
gap with hands-on train-
ing programs, manufac-
turers believe that gov-
ernment-led industrial 
clusters and common fa-
cility centers are needed 
to triple production. With 
targeted policy support, 
the hydraulic industry 
could become a primary 
engine for economic 
growth and job creation 
in the district.

The transformation 
of Sirsa from a strictly 
agrarian landscape into a 
burgeoning powerhouse 
of hydraulic engineering 
marks one of the most 
compelling industrial 
shifts in northern India. 
While the district’s iden-
tity was once inextricably 
linked to its fertile soil 
and bountiful harvests, a 
new narrative is being 
forged in the heat of ma-
chine shops and assembly 
lines. This transition did 
not occur overnight; rath-
er, it is the result of de-
cades of persistent local 
innovation and a shift in 
economic priorities that 
saw the potential for 
heavy machinery to 
thrive alongside tradi-
tional farming. 

Sirsa Hydraulic 
Sector Eyes 
Global Markets 
Amid Challenges

Yamunanagar: Ply-
wood rates in Yamu-
nanagar have surged by 
approximately 6% due to 
the rising costs of essen-
tial chemicals like form-
aldehyde and phenol, 
triggered by the US-Iran 
conflict. Manufacturers 
report that the price of 
formaldehyde has nearly 
doubled, jumping from 
₹17 to ₹31 per kg, mak-
ing it impossible to main-
tain previous market 
rates. This increase is ex-
pected to trickle down to 
the construction and fur-
niture sectors, adding a fi-
nancial burden to home-
owners and builders.

The Haryana Ply-
wood Manufacturers As-
sociation noted that the 
spike affects all catego-
ries of commercial and 
waterproof plywood, as 
well as flush doors. 

Coupled with recent 
increases in industrial 
fuel and diesel costs, the 
local industry—a major 
supplier for the national 
market—is facing signifi-
cant operational strain. 
Traders warn that interior 
design and renovation 
costs will likely see a cor-
responding rise in the 
coming weeks.

The recent surge in 
plywood prices in Yamu-
nanagar serves as a stark 
reminder of how inter-
connected the local man-
ufacturing sector has be-
come with volatile global 
geopolitics. 

While Yamunanagar 
has long been celebrated 
as the plywood capital of 
India, its internal stability 
is increasingly at the mer-
cy of international con-
flicts that occur thousands 
of miles away. 

Global 
Tensions Drive 
Plywood 
Prices Up in 
Yamunanagar

Ambala: The non-avail-
ability of commercial gas 
cylinders has brought Am-
bala’s renowned scientific 
apparatus industry to a near 
standstill. 

Over 2,000 units in-
volved in manufacturing 
laboratory glassware like 
test tubes and beakers are 
facing a total halt in produc-
tion. Industry leaders are 
now urgently calling on the 
government to lay PNG 
pipelines in industrial clus-
ters as a permanent solution 
to the volatile supply and 
pricing of traditional LPG 
cylinders.

The current crisis, linked 
to global geopolitical ten-
sions, has jeopardized the 
livelihoods of thousands of 
skilled workers who are paid 
on a per-piece basis. The 
Ambala Scientific Instru-
ments Manufacturers’ Asso-

ciation (ASIMA) has re-
quested the development of a 
dedicated industrial cluster 
to better organize the scat-

tered manufacturing units. 
Without immediate govern-
ment intervention to provide 
fuel or permanent gas lines, 

the ₹3,000-crore sector faces 
a long-term threat to its glob-
al competitiveness.

The scientific apparatus 

industry in Ambala, a corner-
stone of India’s laboratory 
equipment manufacturing, is 
currently facing one of its 
most severe existential 
threats in recent history. For 
decades, this district has 
been the primary source for 
high-quality glassware, 
ranging from simple test 
tubes to complex chemical 
beakers, serving both do-
mestic educational institu-
tions and international re-
search facilities. However, 
the rhythmic hum of glass-
blowing and precision mold-
ing has fallen silent as a criti-
cal shortage of commercial 
gas cylinders grips the re-
gion. This sudden paralysis 
highlights the extreme vul-
nerability of an industry that 
remains almost entirely de-
pendent on a volatile and de-
centralized energy supply 
chain.

Ambala Scientific Industry 
Paralyzed by Fuel Shortage

Panipat: The escalating 
conflict involving the US, 
Israel, and Iran has dealt a 
severe blow to the industrial 
hub of Panipat, causing pro-
duction costs to skyrocket 
and labor to flee. The hand-
loom and textile sectors, 
which generate an annual 
turnover of ₹60,000 crore, 
are struggling with a massive 
shortage of LPG and a 40% 
hike in polyester yarn prices. 
Around 400 dyeing units 
have been forced to shut 
down, disrupting the entire 
supply chain for carpets, 
bedsheets, and blankets.

The crisis is exacerbated 
by a mass migration of work-
ers who can no longer find or 
afford cooking gas in their 
rented accommodations. 
Despite factory owners pro-
viding electric induction 
stoves, many laborers are re-
turning to their home villag-
es. Exporters report that 
shipment times have dou-
bled due to the closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz, leading 
international buyers to can-
cel or pause orders as pro-
duction across the district 
has plummeted by nearly 
60%.The industrial land-
scape of Panipat, world-re-
nowned for its "textile city" 
status, is currently weather-
ing a perfect storm of geopo-
litical and economic instabil-

ity. While the district 
typically thrives on a mas-
sive annual turnover of ap-
proximately ₹60,000 crore, 
the escalating conflict in-
volving the US, Israel, and 
Iran has sent shockwaves 
through its delicate supply 
chains. This is no longer just 
a distant political headline 
for the residents of Panipat; it 
is a localized crisis that has 
permeated every level of the 
handloom and textile sec-
tors. The interconnectedness 
of global energy markets and 
local production has never 
been more apparent than in 
the current struggle to main-
tain the output of carpets, 
bedsheets, and blankets that 
the world expects from this 
region.A primary driver of 
this industrial paralysis is the 
sudden and sharp increase in 
the cost of essential raw ma-
terials, most notably polyes-
ter yarn. As a petrochemical 
derivative, the price of poly-
ester is intrinsically linked to 
global crude oil stability, 
which has been shattered by 
the tensions in the Middle 
East. Manufacturers in Pa-
nipat are reporting a stagger-
ing 40% hike in yarn prices, a 
surge so aggressive that it 
has rendered previous con-
tract prices obsolete. For an 
industry that operates on 
high volume but relatively 

tight margins, such a spike in 
input costs acts as a financial 
chokehold, forcing factory 
owners to choose between 
operating at a loss or halting 
production entirely.The en-
ergy crisis has hit the dyeing 
sector with particular feroci-
ty, leading to the forced clo-
sure of around 400 units 
across the district. These fa-
cilities are the heart of the 
textile supply chain, provid-
ing the vibrant colors and 
finishes that define Panipat’s 
global brand. However, the 
non-availability and soaring 
costs of LPG have made it 
impossible to keep the indus-
trial boilers and heating sys-
tems running. Without the 
dyeing units operational, the 
entire manufacturing se-
quence for high-value ex-
ports like premium carpets 
and intricate tapestries 
comes to a grinding halt, cre-
ating a massive backlog that 
affects both upstream weav-
ers and downstream export-
ers.Beyond the mechanical 
and chemical challenges, the 
industry is grappling with a 
profound humanitarian and 
labor crisis that threatens its 
foundational workforce. A 
mass migration of workers is 
currently underway, driven 
by the simple but devastating 
inability to access or afford 
cooking gas for their daily 

needs. Many of these labor-
ers live in rented accommo-
dations where they rely on 
small LPG cylinders, which 
have become scarce or pro-
hibitively expensive due to 
the same global tensions af-
fecting the factories. When 
the basic ability to prepare a 
meal becomes a daily strug-
gle, the promise of industrial 
employment loses its luster, 
leading thousands to pack 
their bags and head back to 
their home villages.In a des-
perate bid to stem this tide of 
migration, some factory 
owners have taken the un-
conventional step of provid-
ing electric induction stoves 
to their workers. While this 
gesture highlights the re-
sourcefulness of Panipat’s 
entrepreneurs, it has proven 
to be an insufficient "band-
aid" for a much deeper 
wound. The psychological 
impact of the crisis, com-
bined with the rising cost of 
living and the uncertainty of 
future employment, has cre-
ated a sense of instability that 
a simple kitchen appliance 
cannot fix. The loss of these 
skilled and semi-skilled 
workers is perhaps the most 
long-term damage the sector 
will face, as re-recruiting and 
training a new workforce 
once the crisis passes will 
take months, if not years.

Middle East Conflict Triggers 
Industrial Crisis in Panipat Chandigarh: The Hary-

ana Cabinet has cleared sig-
nificant amendments to the 
Superior Judicial Service 
Rules of 2007, aimed at en-
hancing meritocracy within 
the judiciary. The quota for 
promotions based on merit-
cum-seniority has been re-
duced from 65% to 50%, 
while the share for the Limited 
Competitive Examination 
(LCE) has been more than 
doubled to 25%. This change 
is intended to provide greater 
upward mobility for high-per-
forming judicial officers.
While 25% of posts will re-
main reserved for direct re-
cruitment, eligibility has been 
broadened to include candi-
dates from the Subordinate 
Judicial Service alongside 
practicing advocates. The 
spokesperson noted that these 
updates follow Supreme 
Court directives to ensure 
transparency and efficiency in 
judicial service conditions. 
The new rules also introduce a 
more consistent roster system 
to manage seniority across 
different recruitment channels 
fairly.The Haryana Cabinet’s 
recent decision to overhaul 
the Haryana Superior Judicial 
Service Rules of 2007 marks a 
watershed moment for the 
state’s legal infrastructure. By 
recalibrating the mechanisms 
through which judges ascend 
to higher benches, the govern-
ment is signaling a shift away 
from traditional seniority-

based models toward a system 
that actively rewards individ-
ual competence and rigorous 
testing. This legislative up-
date is not merely an adminis-
trative tweak; it is a funda-
mental reorganization of the 
judicial career ladder, de-
signed to ensure that the most 
capable legal minds are fast-
tracked into positions of sig-
nificant responsibility. The 
move aligns Haryana with a 
growing national trend of ju-
dicial reform aimed at reduc-
ing pendency and improving 
the quality of trial court judg-
ments.Central to this reform is 
the dramatic reduction of the 
promotion quota based on 
"merit-cum-seniority," which 
has been scaled back from 
65% to 50%. Historically, this 
category allowed for a pre-
dictable, time-bound progres-
sion for officers, but critics 
often argued it lacked the 
competitive edge necessary to 

drive excellence. By trim-
ming this majority share, the 
Cabinet has effectively sig-
naled that time served will no 
longer be the primary deter-
minant for the majority of el-
evations. This change is ex-
pected to create a more 
dynamic environment within 
the lower judiciary, as officers 
realize that while seniority re-
mains a factor, it is no longer 
the guaranteed path to the su-
perior service it once was.In a 
move to balance this reduc-
tion, the share of appoint-
ments through the Limited 
Competitive Examination 
(LCE) has been more than 
doubled, increasing from 10% 
to 25%. This "accelerated pro-
motion" route is designed spe-
cifically for high-achieving 
judicial officers who wish to 
prove their mettle through a 
rigorous examination process 
rather than waiting for years 
of service to accumulate. 

Cabinet Amends Superior Judicial 
Service Recruitment Rules

Karnal: Haryana BJP 
President Mohan Lal Bad-
oli has launched a scathing 
attack on the Congress 
party, labeling it "direc-
tionless" due to persistent 
infighting and internal 
power struggles. Speaking 
at a workers' meeting in 
Sonepat, Badoli claimed 
that while the Congress is 
demoralized and lacks a 
clear vision, the BJP is 
growing stronger through 
its selfless, "nation-first" 
cadre. 

He emphasized that 
the BJP's success is rooted 
in the loyalty of its grass-
roots workers who priori-
tize national interest over 
personal gain.

Badoli urged party 
members to actively pro-
mote the welfare schemes 
initiated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chief 
Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini. He highlighted 
achievements such as 
MSP-based crop procure-
ment, free healthcare un-
der the Ayushman and Chi-
rayu schemes, and the 
fulfillment of housing 
dreams for the poor. Ac-
cording to Badoli, the lat-
est state budget serves as a 
testament to the govern-
ment's commitment to ev-
ery Haryanvi citizen.

In a significant politi-
cal maneuver in Karnal, 
Haryana BJP President 
Mohan Lal Badoli has ig-
nited a fresh wave of rheto-
ric against the Congress 

party, characterizing the 
opposition as an entity 
paralyzed by its own inter-
nal divisions. During a 
high-stakes address at a 
workers' meeting in 
Sonepat, Badoli did not 
mince words, labeling the 
Congress "directionless" 
and suggesting that persis-
tent infighting has ren-
dered the party incapable 
of presenting a unified vi-
sion for the state. This cri-
tique aims to draw a sharp 
contrast between what Ba-
doli describes as the cha-
otic power struggles of the 
opposition and the disci-
plined, mission-oriented 
structure of the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Badoli’s narrative cen-
ters on the idea that while 
the Congress is purported-
ly demoralized and frac-
tured, the BJP continues to 
consolidate its strength 
through a "nation-first" 
philosophy. 

He argued that the fun-
damental difference be-
tween the two parties lies 
in the character of their 
cadres; according to the 
state president, the BJP’s 
growth is fueled by a self-
less workforce that priori-
tizes collective national 
interest over individual 
ambition. This appeal to 
grassroots loyalty is a clas-
sic mobilization tactic, de-
signed to reinforce the mo-
rale of party workers by 
framing their daily efforts 
as part of a larger, noble 

crusade for the country's 
welfare.

The BJP chief’s 
speech served as a rallying 
cry for party members to 
transition from internal or-
ganization to active public 
outreach. He urged the 
cadre to become ambassa-
dors of the various welfare 
schemes launched under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini. 

By positioning the 
party worker as a bridge 
between the government 
and the citizen, Badoli is 
looking to ensure that the 
"pro-incumbency" senti-
ment is maintained 
through direct engage-
ment. He emphasized that 
the success of the party’s 
governance model de-
pends entirely on how ef-
fectively these benefits are 
communicated to the last 
person in the social hierar-
chy.

Among the specific 
achievements highlighted 
by Badoli was the govern-
ment’s robust mechanism 
for MSP-based crop pro-
curement, a highly sensi-
tive and vital issue in the 
agrarian landscape of 
Haryana. By emphasizing 
the reliability of state-led 
purchasing, the BJP presi-
dent sought to reassure the 
farming community of the 
government's support 
amid shifting market dy-
namics. This focus on agri-

cultural security is intend-
ed to undercut opposition 
narratives that have his-
torically attempted to gain 
ground by questioning the 
ruling party’s commitment 
to the peasantry.

Healthcare and social 
safety nets also featured 
prominently in Badoli's 
defensive and offensive 
strategy. He pointed to the 
Ayushman Bharat and the 
state-specific Chirayu 
schemes as transformative 
interventions that have 
provided free, high-quali-
ty medical care to millions 
who previously could not 
afford it. By highlighting 
these "life-saving" poli-
cies, Badoli is attempting 
to build a narrative of a 
compassionate govern-
ment that looks after the 
physical and financial 
well-being of its most vul-
nerable citizens. For the 
BJP, these schemes repre-
sent the tangible "divi-
dends of double-engine 
growth" that they want the 
voters to remember.

The dream of home-
ownership for the impov-
erished was another cor-
nerstone of the President’s 
address, as he spoke about 
the fulfillment of housing 
promises under various 
state and central initia-
tives. Badoli framed the 
provision of "pucca" hous-
es not just as a construction 
achievement, but as a res-
toration of dignity for the 
poor. 

BJP Chief Criticizes Congress 
Over Internal Factionalism

Chandigarh: The Hary-
ana Cabinet has officially ap-
proved a 10-12% increase in 
the allotment rates for flats un-
der the Affordable Group 
Housing Policy. This decision 
comes in response to rising 
project costs, including more 
expensive land, labor, and con-
struction materials. Under the 
new structure, Gurugram will 
see the highest rates at ₹5,575 
per square foot, followed 
closely by Faridabad and Soh-
na at ₹5,450, while low-poten-
tial towns are fixed at ₹4,250.
These revised rates will apply 
to all licenses granted under the 
2013 policy where allotments 
are pending. For projects where 
applications were already sub-
mitted, developers are permit-
ted to demand the price differ-
ence from successful 
candidates, though applicants 
may withdraw and receive a 
full refund if they disagree with 
the hike. Additionally, the gov-

ernment has removed percent-
age caps on mixed-land use 
zones to encourage more flexi-
ble urban development.The 
Haryana Cabinet’s decision to 
implement a 10% to 12% hike 
in allotment rates for the Af-
fordable Group Housing Poli-
cy marks a pivotal adjustment 
in the state’s real estate land-
scape. This move is a direct re-
sponse to the shifting economic 
realities of the construction 
sector, where the "affordable" 
tag has come under immense 
pressure from the rising costs 
of raw materials, land acquisi-
tion, and specialized labor. By 
officially sanctioning this in-
crease, the government is at-
tempting to strike a delicate 
balance between keeping 
homeownership accessible for 
the middle and lower-income 
groups and ensuring that devel-
opers have the financial incen-
tive to actually complete these 
high-density projects. 

Haryana Hikes 
Rates for Affordable 

Housing Units
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Abohar: Security agen-
cies have uncovered a dan-
gerous plot involving a resi-
dent of Hanumangarh who 
was allegedly in communi-
cation with a Pakistani terror 
handler. Investigation into a 
young man’s social media 
activity revealed he was us-
ing Instagram to coordinate 
with Shahzad Bhatti, a 
known operative, and had 
shared images of weaponry. 
The suspect reportedly re-
quested "urgent business" 
meetings via his mobile 
number. This discovery fol-
lows the arrest of three indi-
viduals in Ambala who were 
found with RDX and impro-
vised explosive devices.

The interrogation of the 
Ambala suspects revealed 
that the original plan was to 
trigger a blast in Hanuman-
garh, but the attempt failed 
due to technical issues with 
the explosives. The group 
had conducted reconnais-
sance of sensitive sites in 
Delhi, Punjab, and Haryana 
before moving their focus to 
Ambala. Authorities have 
recovered mobile evidence 
of direct communication 
with handlers across the bor-
der, and the Rajasthan police 
are now seeking custody of 
the Ambala suspects for fur-
ther questioning.The uncov-
ering of a dangerous plot in 
Abohar has sent shockwaves 
through the security appara-

tus of Northern India, reveal-
ing a sophisticated web of 
cross-border coordination 
aimed at disrupting the peace 
of the region. At the heart of 
this investigation is a resi-
dent of Hanumangarh whose 
digital footprint provided the 
first crucial clues into a con-
spiracy that spans state and 
international lines. Security 
agencies, acting on precise 
intelligence, began a deep 
dive into the social media ac-
tivities of this young man, 
eventually discovering a di-
rect and frequent line of 
communication with a 
known Pakistani terror han-
dler. This discovery has 
highlighted the growing 
challenge for law enforce-
ment as traditional boundar-

ies are bypassed by the in-
stantaneous and encrypted 
nature of modern social me-
dia platforms.The investiga-
tion into the suspect’s digital 
life specifically pointed to-
ward the use of Instagram as 
a primary tool for radicaliza-
tion and operational plan-
ning. It was through this 
popular photo-sharing app 
that the Hanumangarh resi-
dent reportedly established 
contact with Shahzad Bhatti, 
a notorious operative known 
for handling cross-border as-
sets. The evidence recovered 
from the suspect's account 
was deeply troubling, as it 
included the exchange of im-
ages featuring high-grade 
weaponry and tactical gear. 
This digital trail served as a 

smoking gun for authorities, 
proving that the interactions 
were not merely ideological 
but were moving toward a 
tangible and violent objec-
tive that posed a direct threat 
to the safety of citizens.

Further scrutiny of the 
suspect’s mobile records re-
vealed a sense of urgency 
that escalated in the weeks 
leading up to the discovery. 
The Hanumangarh resident 
had allegedly used his mo-
bile number to request "ur-
gent business" meetings, a 
euphemism often used by 
operatives to discuss sensi-
tive logistical details or final 
mission parameters. This 
specific phrasing caught the 
attention of intelligence ana-
lysts, who recognized it as a 

potential signal for an im-
pending strike. The transi-
tion from vague online chat-
ter to specific requests for 
direct coordination indicated 
that the plot had moved out 
of the conceptual phase and 
was nearing a point of execu-
tion that required immediate 
intervention.

The breakthrough in the 
Abohar-Hanumangarh link 
did not happen in isolation 
but was catalyzed by a sig-
nificant counter-terrorism 
operation in Ambala. Earlier, 
security forces in Haryana 
had successfully intercepted 
and arrested three individu-
als who were found in pos-
session of a terrifying arse-
nal, including RDX and 
sophisticated improvised 
explosive devices. This sei-
zure was one of the largest in 
recent years for the region, 
and it immediately triggered 
a multi-agency effort to trace 
the origins and intended tar-
gets of the explosives. The 
arrest of the Ambala suspects 
provided the physical evi-
dence that corroborated the 
digital warnings found in the 
Hanumangarh investigation, 
linking the two cases into a 
single, cohesive threat.

During the high-intensi-
ty interrogation of the three 
suspects caught in Ambala, a 
chilling admission came to 
light regarding their original 
objectives. 

Rajasthan Resident Booked 
for Pakistani Terror Ties

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court has mandated 
the formation of a Special 
Investigation Team compris-
ing three female IPS officers 
to take over the inquiry into 
the sexual assault of a young 
girl in Gurugram. A three-
judge bench, headed by 
Chief Justice Surya Kant, ex-
pressed deep disapproval of 
the local police's conduct, 
specifically questioning why 
the charges were reduced 
from the most severe catego-
ries of the POCSO Act.The 
court has demanded that the 
Gurugram Police transfer all 
case documentation to the 
new team by Thursday and 
has issued show-cause no-
tices to the officers involved 
to justify why they shouldn't 

face disciplinary measures. 
Furthermore, the Child Wel-
fare Committee and a medi-
cal professional from Max 
Hospital have been asked to 
explain their handling of the 
situation and alterations 
made to medical reports. The 
parents of the victim had ap-
proached the top court seek-
ing an independent probe fol-
lowing what they described 
as an insensitive and inade-
quate initial investigation.
The Supreme Court’s inter-
vention in the Gurugram mi-
nor’s rape case marks a sig-
nificant judicial rebuke of the 
local law enforcement’s han-
dling of sensitive sexual as-
sault investigations. By man-
dating the formation of a 
Special Investigation Team 

(SIT) composed exclusively 
of three female IPS officers, 
the apex court has signaled a 
lack of confidence in the ini-
tial probe conducted by the 
Gurugram Police. This move 
is designed to ensure that the 
survivor is provided with a 
more empathetic, gender-
sensitive, and legally rigor-
ous investigative environ-
ment. The court's decision to 
hand-pick high-ranking fe-
male officers reflects a strate-
gic attempt to restore the in-
tegrity of the case, which the 
victims' parents alleged had 
been compromised by proce-
dural lapses and an overall 
lack of institutional sensitiv-
ity.Chief Justice Surya Kant, 
leading a three-judge bench, 
expressed profound "disap-

proval" regarding the trajec-
tory of the initial investiga-
tion. A primary point of 
contention for the court was 
the unexplained dilution of 
the charges. The bench spe-
cifically questioned why the 
Gurugram Police chose to 
reduce the severity of the 
charges from the most strin-
gent categories of the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act to 
lesser offenses. In judicial 
terms, such a reduction can 
significantly impact the bail 
prospects of the accused and 
the eventual sentencing, 
leading the court to suspect 
either gross incompetence or 
a deliberate attempt to weak-
en the prosecution's position 
from the outset.The Supreme 

Court’s directive includes a 
strict deadline for the transfer 
of all case files, evidence, 
and documentation to the 
newly formed SIT. By re-
quiring this transfer to be 
completed by Thursday, the 
court is preventing any fur-
ther tampering or "sanitiza-
tion" of the records. This 
sense of urgency is a hall-
mark of the current bench’s 
approach to crimes against 
children, where the "golden 
hour" of evidence collection 
and victim testimony is para-
mount. The immediate take-
over by the SIT is intended to 
stop the bleeding of the 
case’s legal merits and to 
provide the family with the 
assurance that an indepen-
dent, high-level body is now 

in control of the pursuit of 
justice.In a rare and stern 
move, the court has also is-
sued show-cause notices to 
the specific police officers 
who were originally as-
signed to the case. These of-
ficers are now legally re-
quired to justify their conduct 
and explain the rationale be-
hind the procedural deci-
sions that the court found so 
objectionable. If their expla-
nations are found wanting, 
they face the prospect of se-
vere disciplinary measures, 
ranging from suspension to 
permanent marks on their 
service records. This "ac-
countability phase" of the 
Supreme Court's interven-
tion serves as a warning to 
law enforcement agencies 

nationwide that the top court 
is closely monitoring the im-
plementation of the POCSO 
Act and will not tolerate the 
shielding of offenders 
through administrative ma-
neuvers.

The scope of the judicial 
inquiry has also expanded 
beyond the police to include 
the medical and child welfare 
ecosystem. A medical pro-
fessional from Max Hospital 
has been summoned to ex-
plain the handling of the vic-
tim's medical examination 
and, more critically, why cer-
tain alterations were alleged-
ly made to the medical re-
ports. In cases of sexual 
assault, the forensic and 
medical report is the corner-
stone of the prosecution; any 

discrepancy in these docu-
ments can lead to the acquit-
tal of the accused. By de-
manding an explanation for 
these "alterations," the court 
is investigating the possibili-
ty of a broader conspiracy to 
suppress evidence at the clin-
ical level, which would rep-
resent a catastrophic failure 
of medical ethics.Similarly, 
the local Child Welfare Com-
mittee (CWC) is under the 
scanner for its perceived in-
adequacy in managing the 
situation. The CWC is legal-
ly mandated to be the prima-
ry protector of the child's in-
terests during such a crisis, 
providing psychological 
support and ensuring that the 
legal process does not re-
traumatize the victim. 

Special SIT to Probe Gurugram Minor's Rape Case

Panchkula: The Haryana 
State Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau has officially 
registered a case regarding a 
₹150 crore scam involving the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Panchkula and Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank. The investigation 
focuses on allegations of forg-
ery, cheating, and criminal 
breach of trust after discrepan-
cies were found in the civic 
body's fixed deposits. This 
represents the second major 
banking scandal hitting the 
state, following a separate 
₹590 crore fraud involving 
other financial institutions.
While the bank claims it has 
initiated its own reconciliation 
process and insists that its 
documentation and KYC pro-
tocols were followed, state 
authorities have taken over the 
primary investigation. Hary-
ana's Chief Secretary has di-
rected the bureau to fast-track 
the probe to identify how the 
funds were misappropriated. 

The bank had attempted to file 
a separate police complaint, 
but officials indicated that the 
specialized vigilance unit 
would remain the lead agency 
for the inquiry.The Haryana 
State Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau has initiated a 
high-stakes investigation into 

a ₹150 crore financial scandal 
involving the Municipal Cor-
poration of Panchkula (MCP) 
and Kotak Mahindra Bank. 
This case, which centers on 
the alleged misappropriation 
of the civic body's fixed de-
posits, has sent shockwaves 
through the state’s administra-

tive and financial sectors. By 
filing a formal FIR (First In-
formation Report) under 
charges of forgery, cheating, 
and criminal breach of trust, 
the Vigilance Bureau has sig-
naled that this is not a mere ac-
counting error but a calculated 
criminal enterprise. 

Vigilance Bureau Files FIR 
in Massive Bank Fraud

Gurugram: Security 
forces were deployed to a 
private educational institu-
tion in Gurugram following 
a threatening email claiming 
an explosive device was on 
the premises. 

The school was immedi-
ately evacuated as bomb dis-
posal squads and canine 
units conducted a sweep of 
the buildings and surround-
ing grounds. After an ex-
haustive multi-hour search, 
officials declared the threat a 
hoax, as no suspicious items 
were discovered.Local po-
lice are now working with 
cybercrime experts to trace 
the digital footprint of the 
email to identify the sender. 

This incident follows a 
series of similar hoax threats 
targeting schools in the NCR 
region. Authorities have re-
assured parents that safety 
protocols were followed 
strictly and that they are tak-
ing the matter seriously to 
prevent future disruptions.

The recent bomb threat 
targeting a private school in 
Gurugram, while fortunately 
a hoax, has highlighted the 
increasing vulnerability of 
educational institutions to 
"digital terrorism" and the 
high-stakes logistical chal-
lenge of managing such 
emergencies. 

In a city like Gurugram, 
where thousands of students 
are concentrated in high-
density school zones, a sin-
gle threatening email can 
trigger a massive ripple ef-
fect of panic, gridlock, and 

psychological distress. 
The swift deployment of 

bomb disposal squads, ca-
nine units, and specialized 
police personnel demon-
strates the city's commit-
ment to "zero-risk" proto-
cols, but it also underscores 
the immense strain these fre-
quent hoaxes place on public 
resources. Each such inci-
dent requires hours of metic-
ulous searching, effectively 
paralyzing the neighborhood 
and causing a day of lost 
learning for students.

The investigation into 

this specific threat has re-
vealed a complex, cross-bor-
der digital trail that security 
agencies are now aggres-
sively pursuing. Recent 
breakthroughs in similar 
cases within the NCR region 
have shown that these threats 
are often not the work of iso-
lated pranksters, but part of 
coordinated efforts to create 
"atmospheres of fear." 

For instance, the recent 
arrest of a 30-year-old sus-
pect, Saurabh Vishwas (alias 
Michael), in connection with 
a series of school bomb 
hoaxes, has exposed a link to 
handlers operating from 
across the border in Bangla-
desh. 

Vishwas allegedly pro-
vided hundreds of Gmail IDs 
in exchange for cryptocur-
rency, which were then used 
to send threatening emails—
some of which were traced to 
foreign servers and included 
provocative political mes-
saging. 

Bomb Threat Prompts 
Search at Gurugram School

Bathinda: Four days after a 
tragic road accident claimed the 
lives of four young men from 
Punjab, police are yet to make 
any arrests. 

The victims, who were re-
portedly residents of a private 
rehabilitation center in Sirsa, 
died when their car struck a tree 
near Sandoha village. 

While an FIR has been filed 
against the center's operators for 
culpable homicide, the father of 
one deceased, Balpreet Singh, al-
leges that gross negligence by the 
facility allowed the men to leave 
without supervision.

Local authorities in Haryana 
conducted an inspection of the 
Rori-based center but found no 
patients on-site. 

The facility owner claims the 
building was rented to a third 
party running a separate rehabili-
tation service. Investigators are 
currently verifying whether the 
youths had left for a personal 
visit or were sent on an errand by 
the center.

 Raids are ongoing across the 
region to locate the accused indi-
viduals named in the complaint.

The lack of arrests in the 
Bathinda road crash that claimed 

the lives of four young men from 
Punjab has sparked intense pub-
lic scrutiny and emotional pleas 
from the victims' families.

 The accident, which oc-
curred near Sandoha village on 
the Maur-Talwandi Sabo road 
between 11 PM and midnight on 
March 21, 2024, involved a car 
carrying five occupants that 
rammed into a pole and over-
turned. 

While the investigation is in 
full swing, the case has evolved 
from a tragic traffic incident into 
a probe into the potentially ille-
gal and negligent operations of a 

private de-addiction and rehabil-
itation center in Rori village, 
Sirsa.

The four victims—identified 
as Balpreet Singh (26) of Barna-
la, Harpreet Singh and Gursim-
ran Singh of Mansa, and 
Jashandeep Singh of Moga—
were all residents of the Rori-
based facility. 

A fifth occupant, Amandeep 
Singh, who was reportedly the 
person being "picked up" by the 
group, survived with minor inju-
ries. 

The central controversy lies 
in why four individuals admitted 

for drug rehabilitation were al-
legedly sent out unsupervised 
late at night to perform tasks usu-
ally reserved for center staff. 

Families of the deceased, 
particularly Sukhwinder Singh 
(father of Balpreet), have ex-
pressed shock, questioning how 
patients deemed unfit to manage 
their own lives were entrusted 
with a 50-km midnight mission.

In response to the tragedy, 
the Maur police have registered 
an FIR under Section 105 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
for culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder. 

The case names the center's 
owner, Ranjeet Singh, his associ-
ate Arun Kumar, and other un-
identified partners. However, as 
of March 25, 2026, no arrests 
have been made, as the accused 
remain at large. The complexity 
of the case is heightened by juris-
dictional hurdles; while the acci-
dent happened in Punjab, the fa-
cility is located across the border 
in Haryana.

Recent inspections of the 
Rori facility have further mud-
died the waters. A joint team of 
police and health officials found 
the center empty, with no patients 

on-site. The building's owner, a 
licensed doctor, has distanced 
himself from the incident, claim-
ing he had merely rented the 
premises to Ranjeet Singh. 

Authorities are now verify-
ing the legality and clearances of 
the rehabilitation center, as many 
such small facilities operate on 
the Punjab-Haryana border to of-
fer anonymity to patients. 

As raids continue across the 
region, the families are demand-
ing swift justice, arguing that the 
negligence of the facility opera-
tors directly led to the loss of four 
young lives.

No Arrests in Bathinda Crash Killing Four Youths

Faridabad: The Hary-
ana State Women Commis-
sion has called upon Bhoj-
puri singer and actor Pawan 
Singh to address allegations 
of molestation and defama-
tion leveled against him by a 
Haryanvi actress. Commis-
sion Chairperson Renu Bha-
tia has instructed the Farid-
abad Police to ensure both 
parties appear for a hearing 
on April 2. The complainant 
alleges that the singer 
touched her inappropriately 
during a 2025 event in Luc-
know and that his promo-
tional team subsequently 
targeted her with online ha-
rassment.

The actress claims that 
the negative publicity led to 
her losing professional op-
portunities, including a long-
standing role in a prominent 
Ram Leela production. She 
has requested the removal of 
defamatory content and por-
nographic thumbnails using 
her likeness from the inter-
net. The Commission has 
previously taken similar ac-
tions against other high-pro-
file entertainers to address 
concerns over lyrics and 
digital harassment.

The Haryana State 
Women’s Commission has 
taken a decisive step in ad-
dressing a high-profile griev-
ance by summoning the 
well-known Bhojpuri singer 
and actor Pawan Singh to 
Faridabad. This legal move 
follows a formal complaint 
lodged by a Haryanvi actress 
who has accused the enter-

tainer of molestation and a 
subsequent campaign of 
digital defamation. By in-
voking its power to intervene 
in matters concerning the 
dignity and safety of women, 
the Commission is signaling 
that professional status does 
not grant immunity from ac-
countability. The case has 
quickly become a focal point 
for discussions regarding the 
treatment of women within 
the regional film industries 
of North India, particularly 
when cross-border profes-
sional interactions are in-
volved.The Chairperson of 
the Commission, Renu Bha-
tia, has been particularly pro-
active in ensuring that the 
grievance is handled with the 
necessary legal gravity. She 
has officially instructed the 
Faridabad Police to facilitate 
the appearance of both the 
complainant and the accused 
for a formal hearing sched-
uled for April 2, 2026. This 
face-to-face mandate is de-
signed to allow the Commis-
sion to scrutinize the testi-
monies of both parties in a 
controlled, quasi-judicial 
environment. By involving 
the local police in the sum-
moning process, the Com-
mission is ensuring that the 
directive carries the weight 
of state authority, preventing 
any potential evasion by 
high-profile individuals who 
might otherwise ignore ad-
ministrative notices.

According to the details 
provided in the complaint, 
the origins of this dispute 

trace back to a professional 
event held in Lucknow dur-
ing the year 2025. The Hary-
anvi actress alleges that dur-
ing this gathering, Pawan 
Singh touched her inappro-
priately, an act she character-
ized as a clear instance of 
molestation. This specific 
allegation forms the criminal 
core of the complaint, sug-
gesting a breach of physical 
boundaries that the actress 
claims left her feeling vio-
lated and unsafe in a profes-
sional setting. The Lucknow 
event, which was meant to be 
a celebration of regional tal-
ent, has thus become the pri-
mary crime scene under in-
vestigation by the 
Haryana-based Commis-
sion.Beyond the physical 
encounter, the actress has 
leveled serious accusations 
regarding the aftermath of 
the event, specifically point-
ing toward a coordinated 
campaign of online harass-
ment. She claims that after 
she raised objections to the 
actor's behavior, his promo-
tional team and online fol-
lowers targeted her with a 
barrage of defamatory con-
tent. This digital "trolling" is 
alleged to have been a retal-
iatory measure intended to 
silence her and damage her 
public standing. In the mod-
ern era, such online cam-
paigns are often as damaging 
as physical assaults, as they 
can permanently stain a per-
son’s digital footprint and 
lead to widespread social os-
tracization.

Women’s Commission Summons 
Actor Over Harassment Claims
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat Titans 
captain Shubman Gill emphasised 
clarity and composure in leadership 
as the team prepares for IPL 2026, 
building on a strong and consistent 
foundation established over the past 
seasons.

Speaking at Gujarat Titans Shub-
harambh 2026 in Ahmedabad, Gill 
highlighted the importance of stay-
ing true to oneself and maintaining 
calm in pressure situations.

“I think I’m just being myself, 
and the calmness comes from a sense 
of belief and security that I have with-
in my group and in my own game,” 
Gill said.

He added, “Staying calm in any 
situation gives you an eagle-eye 
view, you’re able to look beyond the 
moment, see the bigger picture, and 
have a much clearer, long-term vi-
sion.”

Gujarat Titans have been among 
the most consistent teams in the IPL 
since their debut, including a title-
winning first season and a runners-up 
finish in 2023. Building on this foun-
dation, Gill’s approach reflects conti-

nuity in leadership, with a focus on 
clarity, confidence and trust within 
the group.

Gujarat Titans Shubharambh 
2026, a landmark event, brought to-
gether players, leadership, partners 

and fans, marking the start of a new 
season while reflecting on the fran-
chise’s journey and growth over the 
years.

Providing further insight into the 
team’s preparation, Director of 

Cricket Vikram Solanki highlighted 
the importance of continuity and sta-
bility in building the squad.

“As far as this season is con-
cerned and putting a squad together, 
we had a really good year last year. 
We just fell at the final hurdle. We 
made very small changes at the auc-
tion, it just needed a little bit of ad-
justment,” Solanki said.

“There were five players who 
came in, and Matthew Hayden has 
joined us as well. The work is essen-
tially shared among all of us, and we 
all try to work very hard. We are 
mindful of supporting these players 
as best as we can.”

Gujarat Titans will begin their 
IPL 2026 campaign against Punjab 
Kings in Mullanpur on March 31, be-
fore returning to Ahmedabad for their 
first home match against Rajasthan 
Royals on April 4.

With a strong core, minimal 
changes to the squad, and a clear ap-
proach built on trust and consistency, 
Gujarat Titans head into IPL 2026 
with focus, belief and a long-term vi-
sion.

Staying calm gives you a clearer 
view: Shubman Gill on leadership

London: England batter 
Ben Duckett has given him-
self the best chance of re-
gaining his best form by pull-
ing out of the upcoming 
Indian Premier League with 
the Delhi Capitals.

Duckett will skip the IPL 
in favour of some red-ball 
cricket for county side Not-
tinghamshire, with the left-
hander keen to prioritise 
some time in the middle 
ahead of a busy upcoming 
home summer for England.

England are scheduled 
to play a pair of three-match 
series this summer against 
New Zealand and Pakistan 
as part of the ICC World Test 
Championship, while the 
side also have white-ball fix-
tures with India and Sri Lan-
ka at home across the next six 
months.

Duckett managed just 
202 runs from 10 innings 
during England's disappoint-
ing Ashes tour of Australia at 
the start of the year and the 

31-year-old is hoping a stint 
at county level will help

him regain his best form 
in the Test arena.

"I have given this a lot of 
thought, and it has not been 
an easy choice," Duckett 
said."It felt like the best thing 
for me to do to be ready to 
play for England is to be here 
right now, at home, refresh-
ing my mind and body.

"(I want to) play some 
four-day cricket for Notts, 
and try to find that form I had 
(early on) last summer."

Duckett's poor run of 
form with the bat continued 
after the Ashes, with the top-
order performer struggling 
for consistency during a 
white-ball series in Sri Lanka 
in the lead-up to the recent 
ICC Men's T20 World Cup.

While Duckett was a part 
of England's squad at the T20 
World Cup, he failed to fea-
ture in any of their matches 
and was watching on from 
the side as the side was bun-

dled out by eventual winners 
India in the semi-final stage 
of the competition.

The chance to reunite 
with former England coach 
Peter Moores at Notting-
hamshire also played a major 
part in Duckett's decision to 
turn his back on the IPL, with 
the veteran batter keen to 
keep playing for his country 
in all three formats.

“I want to work with Pe-
ter Moores, who knows my 
game inside out. It’ll be so 
refreshing, and good for my 
game, to go back to him. He’s 
a big part of where I am to-
day," Duckett added.

“He knows where I’ve 
come from and will be a mas-
sive help for me. He might 
spot some nuggets that I’m 
doing differently from a year 
ago.

“(I will) just keep every-
thing open and relaxed, go 
back to the drawing board, 
and see if there’s anything to 
refine.

Ben Duckett to skip IPL in 
favour of county stint at home

Kolkata:  In a fitting 
tribute to Kolkata Knight 
Riders’ (KKR) legendary 
all-rounder Andre Russell, 
the franchise have decided to 
retire jersey number 12 in 
honour of their Eternal 
Knight. The three-time 
champions made the special 
announcement at their pre-
season event - Knights Un-
plugged 3.0 – on Tuesday 
evening.

Andre Russell, who has 
returned to the KKR setup as 
a ‘power coach’ ahead of the 
new season, had a distin-
guished 12-year tenure with 
the Kolkata Knight Riders, 
representing the franchise in 
the TATA IPL from 2014 to 
2025. With his iconic hair-
style and incredible prowess 
on the cricket field, the West 
Indian went on to become 
one of KKR’s most promi-
nent players, playing a sig-
nificant role in helping them 
secure two TATA IPL titles 

(2014, 2024).
Russell featured in 140 

TATA IPL matches, scoring 
2,651 runs at a strike rate of 
174.17 and picking 123 
wickets. He is only the sec-
ond all-rounder in the TATA 
IPL to register more than 
2000 runs and 100 wickets. 
His power-packed perfor-
mances also earned him the 
Most Valuable Player of the 
tournament in 2019, where 
he amassed 510 runs at a 
staggering strike rate of 
204.81 and an average of 
56.66.The two-time ICC 
Men's T20 World Cup win-
ner (2012 and 2016) also 
holds the best bowling fig-
ures for a KKR bowler in 
TATA IPL history, register-
ing 5 for 15 against Mumbai 
Indians in the TATA IPL 
2021. His 122 wickets for the 
franchise make him the sec-
ond-most successful bowler 
in their history, only second 
to Sunil Narine (192 wick-

ets).Speaking on the occa-
sion, Venky Mysore, Chief 
Executive Officer, Kolkata 
Knight Riders, said, “We’ve 
had a long association with 

Andre Russell, not just with 
KKR but also on a personal 
level. On the field, he has 
given us so many reasons to 
celebrate his performances 

over the years. He always 
wore the number 12 proudly, 
and the number is so unique 
to Dre Russ, that wanted to 
share a fitting tribute. So, in 
the Knight Riders tradition 
of starting a new legacy, 
we’d like to retire this num-
ber for KKR in his honour.”

Sharing his thoughts, an 
emotional Kolkata Knight 
Riders Power Coach Andre 
Russell added, “It has been 
over a decade of amazing 
achievements with this fran-
chise, and I got a bit emo-
tional watching the video. To 
be a part of two champion-
ship winning teams with 
KKR, and to see what it 
means to everyone, that’s an 
amazing feeling. When you 
win a World Cup, that feels 
special, but when you win 
the IPL, it’s something dif-
ferent. I just want to say 
thanks to this franchise for 
making this journey so spe-
cial for me.”

KKR retire jersey number 
12 to honour Andre Russell

London: Mohamed 
Salah will leave Liverpool 
this summer as one of the 
greatest players ever to rep-
resent the club and to grace 
the Premier League.

Salah's statistics deliver 
the evidence - but so much 
more lies beneath the num-
bers for the iconic Anfield 
figure labelled the 'Egyptian 
King' by his adoring follow-
ers on the Kop.

He arrived at Liverpool 
from AS Roma on 23 June 
2017 for £34m, a fee now re-
sembling an act of grand lar-
ceny when set against what 
he subsequently achieved, 
according to BBC sport.

Salah, like another even-
tual Premier League great in 
Kevin de Bruyne, had been at 
Chelsea but failed to make an 
impact, scoring two goals in 
19 appearances, with only 10 
starts.

He turned down Liver-
pool to join Chelsea when 
leaving Swiss side Basel in 
January 2014 - his only An-
field memory before he 
eventually arrived on Mer-
seyside being a start for Jose 
Mourinho's side in a 2-0 win 
there in the following April.

It was an encounter fa-
mous for Steven Gerrard's 
slip and a result that pushed 
the title towards Manchester 
City. Since then, however, 
Salah has provided memo-
ries to last a lifetime for Liv-
erpool and their global fan-
base as he has helped add the 
Champions League, two Pre-
mier League titles, the FA 
Cup, EFL Cup, Uefa Super 
Cup and Fifa Club World 
Cup to Anfield's honours 
board.Salah's career started 
as something of a slow burn-
er at Basel, with coach Murat 
Yakin hinting at what he 
could become after he scored 
in their 2013 Europa League 
quarter-final win against Tot-
tenham.

Yakin said: "If Mohamed 

could score as well, he would 
not be here any more." He 
did. And he was not.

Salah progressed at such 
a rapid rate after leaving 
Chelsea, first on loan at Fio-
rentina then a superb spell at 
AS Roma, that by the time he 
arrived at Anfield he was the 
finished article - but it is un-
likely that even Jurgen Klopp 
realised what a talent he had 
signed.

The first goal Salah 
scored was a scruffy, bundled 
effort from on the goalline in 
a 3-3 draw at Watford on the 
opening day of his first sea-
son. From then on he never 
stopped scoring.

As he prepares to take his 
leave, Salah has scored 255 
goals in 435 games for Liver-
pool. This puts him third on 
the club's all-time list of scor-
ers, behind Ian Rush and 
Roger Hunt. In the Premier 
League, he has made 310 ap-
pearances for Liverpool, 
with 189 goals and 92 assists.

This total of 281 goal 
contributions is the biggest 
for one club in Premier 
League history, five more 
than Wayne Rooney for 
Manchester United.

Salah possessed the self-
ish, ruthless streak that is 
common among all the 
greats, but the assists figure 
alone demonstrates he was 
also a team contributor. He 
put down his marker in a stel-
lar first season, scoring 44 
goals and contributing 14 as-
sists in 52 appearances.

The campaign ended in 
tears, however, after he in-
jured his shoulder when 
challenged by Real Madrid 
defender Sergio Ramos in 
the Champions League final, 
lasting only 31 minutes of a 
3-1loss in Kiev. He only had 
to wait a year for Champions 
League final redemption, 
scoring an early penalty 
when Liverpool beat Totten-
ham 2-0 in Madrid.

Premier League great Salah 
will leave lifetime of memories

Christchurch:  New 
Zealand capped off a spec-
tacular home campaign by 
completely outplaying 
South Africa in the fifth and 
final T20I at the Hagley 
Oval here to build momen-
tum ahead of the ICC Wom-
en's T20 World Cup 2026.

The hosts secured a re-
sounding 92-run victory on 
Wednesday to officially 
wrap up the five-match 
T20I series with a compre-
hensive 4-1 margin.

After South Africa won 
the toss and elected to bowl, 
New Zealand punished the 
visitors by postinga mam-
moth 194/6 in their 20 
overs, led by skipper Melie 
Kerr.

In response, a clinical 

and relentless Kiwi bowl-
ing attack restricted the 
Proteas to a mere 102/9, en-
suring a massive victory to 
close out the series, accord-
ing to ICC.

Kerr was the undisput-
ed star of the game as she 
delivered a historic all-
round masterclass to earn-
the Player of the Match 
award.

Taking the South Afri-
can bowling attack to the 
cleaners, Kerr notched up a 
sensational century, scoring 
a blistering 105 runs off just 
55 deliveries. Her stellar 
knock was studded with 19 
boundaries and a towering 
six, single-handedly pro-
pelling the hosts to their for-
midable total.

Not content with just 
her batting heroics, Kerr 
then weaved her magic with 
the ball. She stifled the 
South African run chase, re-
turning with superb bowl-
ing figures of 2/6 in her 
three overs.Kerr’s domi-
nance in the fifth T20I was 
the perfect culmination of 

her spectacular form 
throughout the tour, which 
rightfully earned her the 
Player of the Series award. 
Serving as the linchpin of 
the White Ferns' lineup, she 
finished as the leading run-
scorer of the series and con-
sistently provided vital 
breakthroughs with her leg-

spin.
The 4-1 series victory 

highlighted New Zealand's 
quality with the ICC Wom-
en's T20 World Cup on the 
horizon where they will aim 
to defend their title.The 
hosts opened the series with 
a massive 80-run win, but 
South Africa fought back to 
claim an18-run victory in 
the second T20I at Seddon 
Park.However, the White 
Ferns swiftly responded 
brilliantly. Veteran Sophie 
Devine stepped up in the 
third T20I at Eden Park, 
claiming crucial wickets 
and producing a match-
winning, 55 not out off38 
balls to secure a milestone 
chase.A tight six-wicket 
win in the fourth match 

gave New Zealand an unas-
sailable 3-1 lead, before 
they completely dismantled 
Laura Wolvaardt’s Proteas 
in the finale.This emphatic 
series win serves as the ide-
al preparation for the up-
coming ICC Women's T20 
World Cup 2026 in the 
United Kingdom.A con-
vincing triumph over the 
2024 runners-up provides 
the White Ferns the perfect 
tonic ahead of the big tour-
nament.New Zealand will 
continue their preparations 
for the T20 World Cup with 
a three-match away series 
against England while 
South Africa host India for a 
five-match series before 
their T20 World Cup cam-
paign.

New Zealand warm up for T20WC 
with South Africa series victory

Chandigarh:  Punjab 
Kings’ Australian stars Mar-
cus Stoinis and Cooper Con-
nolly have officially joined 
the squad in Mohali ahead of 
the upcoming season.The 
duo arrived earlier on 
Wednesday to link up with 
the rest of the team as prepa-
rations enter the final phase 
for the Indian Premier 
League 2026 season.Both 
players were seen in high 
spirits as they were wel-
comed at the New Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium in 
New Chandigarh. Their ar-
rival significantly boosts the 
squad, adding a blend of in-
ternational experience and 
youthful energy.Punjab 
Kings, who finished as run-
ners-up last season, have 
been undergoing intensive 
training over the past few 
weeks in preparation for the 
tournament.The team is now 
gearing up for its highly an-
ticipated season opener 
against Gujarat Giants, 
scheduled to be played on 
March 31 in front of their 
home crowd.The inclusion 
of Stoinis brings all-round 

strength to the side, given his 
proven track record in both 
batting and bowling in inter-
national and franchise crick-
et.Meanwhile, Connolly 
adds fresh talent and versatil-
ity, with the young Austra-
lian seen as a promising 
prospect for the future.The 
squad is led by captain 
Shreyas Iyer, who will look 
to guide the team to its maid-
en IPL title after narrowly 
missing out last season.Pun-
jab Kings’ bowling attack 
features key names such as 
Arshdeep Singh and Yuz-
vendra Chahal, providing 
both pace and spin options.
The team also boasts interna-

tional talent including Lock-
ie Ferguson and Marco Jan-
sen, strengthening their 
bowling depth.In the batting 
department, players like 
Prabhsimran Singh and Ne-
hal Wadhera are expected to 
play crucial roles alongside 
experienced campaigners.
The full PBKS squad for IPL 
2026 includes Shreyas Iyer 
(Captain), Shashank Singh, 
Arshdeep Singh, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Azmatullah Omar-
zai, Harnoor Singh Pannu, 
Harpreet Brar, Lockie Fergu-
son, Marco Jansen, Marcus 
Stoinis, Mitch Owen, Mush-
eer Khan, Nehal Wadhera, 
Prabhsimran Singh.

Australian duo Marcus Stoinis & Cooper 
Connolly join Punjab Kings squad

London:  Jonny Bairstow has 
criticised the England set-up, sug-
gesting they need to bring "the care 
back in the game".

The debate around England's 
dismal Ashes defeat continued on 
Monday when it was confirmed 
coach Brendon McCullum, direc-
tor of cricket Rob Key and Test cap-
tain Ben Stokes were to remain in 
their posts.

Wicketkeeper Bairstow was a 
key player in the early success un-
der Stokes and McCullum but was 
dropped in 2024 and has not re-
turned to the side since, according 
to BBC sport.

"You need the care back in the 
game," Bairstow said. "It is OK 
saying people care about things - no 
they don't. "If you are in the system, 
you are in the system.

"As soon as you are out of the 
system, you are out of the system."

Bairstow, now 36, scored four 
hundreds across the first four 

matches under the current regime in 
2022 before suffering a serious leg 
injury later that year.

He returned for the 2023 Ashes 
but was dropped the following 
summer, with his last Test - a match 
against India in March 2024 - his 
100th.

The England and Wales Cricket 
Board's review came after this win-
ter's 4-1 Ashes defeat, a tour blight-
ed by poor planning, substandard 
performances and off-field issues.

Bowlers such as Mark Wood, 
who was picked despite missing the 
entire summer after knee surgery, 
only to manage just one Test, broke 
down with injuries while the bat-
ting line-up also struggled with 
only Joe Root and Jacob Bethell 
making centuries.

"If people get a finger injury, 
fine, but you have got to be on the 
park," Bairstow said.

"It is OK playing four or five 
games a summer and missing the 

rest, but you are not backing things 
up and that is why you get injured.
Jonny Bairstow has voiced strong 
concerns over player management 
and selection policies within the 
England cricket team, particularly 
in the aftermath of recent perfor-
mances in the The Ashes.
Speaking about teammate Mark 
Wood, Bairstow expressed sympa-
thy for the fast bowler, pointing out 
the physical demands placed on 
him without adequate preparation. 
He noted that Wood, who regularly 
bowls at speeds exceeding 95 mph, 
has often been expected to perform 

without sufficient match practice.
Bairstow suggested that such han-
dling has contributed to Wood’s re-
curring injury issues. In his view, 
the fast bowler has not been man-
aged properly, raising concerns 
about workload planning and play-
er welfare.
Meanwhile, England men’s man-
aging director Rob Key acknowl-
edged that the team may have 
“overvalued loyalty” during the 
Ashes series. This admission re-
flects internal recognition of possi-
ble shortcomings in selection deci-
sions.
The team management persisted 
with underperforming batters such 
as Zak Crawley and Ollie Pope, de-
spite strong performances from 
players in domestic county cricket.
Bairstow highlighted that a lack of 
competition for places in the squad 
can lead to complacency among 
players. He stressed that when indi-
viduals are not consistently chal-

lenged, performance standards can 
drop.
He remarked that players become 
comfortable when they are not un-
der pressure from others pushing 
for selection. According to him, this 
comfort can quickly turn into com-
placency if not addressed.
Bairstow further pointed out that 
when players are eventually ques-
tioned or criticised, they may strug-
gle to respond effectively if they are 
not accustomed to such scrutiny 
within the team environment.
The issue of team culture and ac-
countability has also been echoed 
by Liam Livingstone, the Lan-
cashire all-rounder, who recently 
criticised the England hierarchy.
Livingstone revealed that he was 
reluctant to be part of the recent 
ICC Men's T20 World Cup squad 
and claimed that coaches told him 
he “cares too much,” a comment 
that has sparked debate over player-
management relationships.

Bairstow criticises level of care shown by England regime
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New Delhi:  With digi-
tal payment fraud emerging 
as a growing concern, the 
government on Tuesday 
outlined a comprehensive, 
technology-driven strategy 
combining stricter RBI 
norms, artificial intelli-
gence tools and large-scale 
public awareness cam-
paigns to protect users and 
strengthen trust in the sys-
tem.Minister of State for 
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary 
informed the Rajya Sabha 
that the Reserve Bank of 
India has updated its frame-
work on unauthorised elec-
tronic banking transactions 
to address challenges aris-
ing from rapid digitisation.

The revised guidelines 
include provisions for com-
pensation in small-value 
unauthorised transactions, 
ensuring quicker relief and 
stronger consumer protec-
tion.In a significant move 
to tackle fraud at scale, the 
government has facilitated 
the creation of the Indian 
Digital Payment Intelli-
gence Corporation (ID-
PIC), a dedicated Section 8 

company.The entity is de-
signed to monitor and anal-
yse fraud trends in real time 
using cutting-edge tech-
nologies such as artificial 
intelligence, machine 

learning and big data ana-
lytics, enabling early detec-
tion and coordinated re-
s p o n s e . F u r t h e r 
strengthening the system, 
the RBI has introduced 
"MuleHunter.AI", an ad-
vanced AI-based solution 
to identify mule accounts 
— bank accounts used to 
transfer illicit funds in 
fraud cases.The tool is cur-

rently operational in 26 
banks and is being progres-
sively expanded, marking a 
major step in dismantling 
organised digital fraud net-
works.Banks across the 

country have also been ad-
vised to implement robust, 
real-time transaction moni-
toring systems and adopt 
AI-driven tools to detect 
suspicious patterns, unusu-
al behaviour and intercon-
nected fraud networks at an 
early stage.Recognising 
that awareness is as critical 
as enforcement, the gov-
ernment has intensified fi-

nancial literacy efforts. Un-
der the Centre for Financial 
Literacy (CFL) project, 
over 2,400 centres have 
been set up nationwide to 
educate citizens on safe 
banking practices and fraud 
prevention.Mass outreach 
campaigns are also being 
leveraged to spread aware-
ness. Initiatives such as 
"RBI Kehta Hai" by the 
RBI and "SEBI vs SCAM" 
by the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India are 
using multimedia plat-
forms to sensitise the public 
about cyber risks and pre-
cautionary measures. Fi-
nancial Literacy Week is 
also observed annually to 
reinforce these messages.

The government em-
phasised that this multi-
pronged approach — com-
bining regulatory 
safeguards, AI-powered 
surveillance and citizen 
awareness — is aimed at 
securing India's rapidly ex-
panding digital payments 
ecosystem, curbing fraud 
risks and enhancing overall 
consumer confidence.

Govt deploys AI shield, tighten RBI norms 
to combat rising digital payment fraud

Bengaluru:  Puravankara Limited 
on Wednesday announced plans to 
launch 30 new residential and mixed-use 
projects across South India and Mumbai 
over the next 24 months, with a total esti-
mated Gross Development Value (GDV) 
of over Rs 55,000 crore.

The company said the upcoming 

portfolio will span nearly 51.14 million 
square feet of developable area, marking 
a significant expansion in its growth 
pipeline. A majority of the projects are 
currently in the approval stage, while the 
rest are under design, with approvals to 
be initiated soon.The Bengaluru-based 
developer stated that the expansion re-

flects its focus on high-quality develop-
ments in key urban markets, backed by 
strong launch inventory and disciplined 
capital allocation. For the first nine 
months of FY26, the company reported 
pre-sales of Rs 3,859 crore and customer 
collections of Rs 3,045 crore, indicating 
sustained demand.

Puravankara to launch 30 projects worth 
Rs 55,000 Cr across South India, Mumbai

Mumbai:  Indian unmanned sys-
tems firm BonV Aero has entered into 
a strategic partnership with NAS-
DAQ-listed ParaZero Technologies to 
introduce ‘DefendAir’, a hard-kill 
counter-drone system, into India’s de-
fence and security framework.

The collaboration was announced 
in Mumbai and marks a significant de-
velopment in the country’s efforts to 
strengthen its counter-drone capabili-
ties amid evolving aerial threats.

Under the agreement, BonV Aero 
has been granted exclusive rights to 
deploy the DefendAir system in India. 
The company also plans to move to-
wards domestic manufacturing of the 
system at a later stage.

This initiative aligns with India’s 
broader push for indigenisation and 
self-reliance in defence technology, 
particularly in critical and emerging 
domains such as unmanned systems 
and counter-drone solutions.

The partnership comes at a time 
when aerial threats are rapidly evolv-
ing, often outpacing conventional de-
fence mechanisms. The proliferation 
of drones in both civilian and conflict 
scenarios has created new security 
challenges.

BonV Aero’s Co-Founder and 
CEO Satyabrata Satapathy stated that 
the changing threat landscape necessi-
tates a significant upgrade in India’s 
response capabilities to effectively 
counter emerging risks.

He emphasised that DefendAir 
has been specifically engineered to op-
erate in scenarios where traditional 
countermeasures, such as jamming 

systems, may prove ineffective or re-
stricted.Ariel Alon, Chief Executive 
Officer of ParaZero Technologies, 
highlighted that the partnership offers 
an opportunity to integrate field-tested 
solutions into India’s security infra-
structure.

He noted that the system can be 
deployed across a wide range of opera-
tional scenarios, including border sur-
veillance, protection of strategic as-
sets, convoy security, and urban law 
enforcement operations.

The development comes against 
the backdrop of increasing concerns 
over drone incursions along India’s 
land borders and the use of unmanned 
aerial vehicles in smuggling activities 
along coastal regions.

Additionally, the growing use of 
first-person-view (FPV) drones in 
modern conflict zones has underscored 
the need for advanced counter-drone 
technologies capable of neutralising 
such threats effectively.

Currently, radio-frequency jam-
ming is the primary method used to 
counter drones. However, its effective-
ness is limited against autonomous or 
encrypted drones that do not rely on 
external communication signals.

Moreover, regulatory restrictions 
limit the use of jamming systems near 
sensitive locations such as airports and 
nuclear facilities, where uninterrupted 
electromagnetic spectrum usage is 
critical.

DefendAir addresses these chal-
lenges through a kinetic interception 
mechanism. Its net-launching system 
can capture and neutralise hostile 

drones mid-air without disrupting 
communication or navigation sys-
tems.This capability makes the system 
particularly suitable for deployment in 
sensitive and high-security environ-
ments, where conventional counter-
measures may not be viable or permit-
ted due to operational constraints.An 
additional advantage lies in its ability 
to recover intercepted drones intact, 
enabling authorities to carry out de-
tailed forensic and technical analysis 
to support intelligence gathering and 
threat assessment.

The system has reportedly under-
gone extensive field testing across 
multiple operational scenarios and has 
demonstrated consistent effectiveness 
in neutralising unmanned aerial vehi-
cle (UAV) threats, including in active 
conflict zones.The collaboration be-
tween BonV Aero and ParaZero Tech-
nologies also includes the deployment 
of ‘DropAir’, a platform designed for 
autonomous delivery operations in 
high-altitude and remote regions.

This additional capability is ex-
pected to support logistics and supply 
chain requirements in difficult terrains, 
particularly for defence and emergen-
cy response applications.

With this partnership, BonV Aero 
aims to further strengthen India’s in-
digenous defence manufacturing eco-
system and contribute to the country’s 
broader self-reliance initiatives in 
critical technologies.The collabora-
tion is also positioned to address the 
evolving operational requirements of 
defence forces, paramilitary units, and 
central security agencies.

BonV Aero partners ParaZero to bring 
hard-kill drone defence system to India

Mumbai : Stock markets 
rallied for the second consecu-
tive day on Wednesday, with 
benchmark indices Sensex and 
Nifty closing nearly 2 per cent 
higher, as crude oil prices 
dropped and global markets ad-
vanced amid hopes of de-esca-
lation in the war in West Asia.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
jumped 1,205 points or 1.63 per 
cent to settle at 75,273.45. Dur-
ing the day, it soared 1,781.31 
points or 2.40 per cent to 
75,849.76.

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
surged 394.05 points or 1.72 
per cent to end at 23,306.45. 
From the 30-Sensex firms, Ul-
traTech Cement, Bajaj Finance, 
Larsen & Toubro, Titan, Inter-
Globe Aviation and Trent were 
the biggest gainers.

Tech Mahindra, Power 
Grid, Tata Consultancy Servic-
es and Bharat Electronics were 
the laggards. Brent crude, the 
global oil benchmark, tanked 
5.07 per cent to USD 99.19 per 
barrel.

“Markets continued to 
build on the previous day’s mo-

mentum as global risk senti-
ment improved, with hopes of 
peace emerging on the radar. 
Potential diplomatic progress 
between the US and Iran-de-
spite mixed geopolitical com-
mentary-led to easing crude oil 
prices below USD 100, which 
was welcomed by the market,” 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Investments Limited, 
said.

The BSE SmallCap Select 
index jumped 3.05 per cent and 
MidCap Select index climbed 
2.50 per cent.

All sectoral indices ended 
higher. BSE MidSmall Private 

Banks Quality Tilt surged 3.70 
per cent, followed by commod-
ities (2.75 per cent), PSU Bank 
(2.61 per cent), realty (2.53 per 
cent), metal (2.51 per cent), in-
dustrials (2.49 per cent) and 
services (2.42 per cent). A total 
of 2,959 stocks advanced, 
while 1,357 declined and 156 
remained unchanged on the 
BSE.

In Asian markets, South 
Korea’s benchmark Kospi, Ja-
pan’s Nikkei 225 index, Shang-
hai’s SSE Composite index and 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index 
ended higher. Markets in Eu-
rope were trading in positive 

territory.
“The primary trigger for 

improved sentiment was 
emerging signals of a potential 
pause in the ongoing USâ€“Iran 
conflict. Reports indicating a 
possible ceasefire framework 
and diplomatic engagement 
raised expectations of de-esca-
lation, prompting a risk-on re-
action across global markets,” 
Hariprasad K, Research Ana-
lyst and Founder, Livelong 
Wealth, said.

However, with conflicting 
narratives still in play, the opti-
mism remains fragile and 
largely anticipatory rather than 
confirmed, he added.

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 8,009.56 crore on 
Tuesday, according to ex-
change data. Domestic Institu-
tional Investors (DIIs), howev-
er, bought stocks worth Rs 
5,867.15 crore.On Tuesday, the 
Sensex jumped 1,372.06 points 
or 1.89 per cent to settle at 
74,068.45. The Nifty surged 
399.75 points or 1.78 per cent 
to end at 22,912.40.

Stock markets rally for 2nd day as crude drops 
on hopes of de-escalation in West Asia War

Hyderabad :The 46th 
edition of Medicall, India’s 
largest medical equipment 
exhibition, will be held at 
the HITEX Exhibition Cen-
tre here from April 4-6, 
marking 20 years of con-
necting the healthcare eco-
system.

The event is expected to 
feature over 300 exhibitors 
and attract more than 6,000 
doctors, hospital owners 
and healthcare decision-
makers from Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka, Maharashtra and neigh-
bouring regions, the orga-
nizers said in a release here 
on Tuesday.

Medicall has evolved 
into a key platform for 
healthcare providers to 
build, upgrade and expand 
facilities, offering a com-
prehensive marketplace for 
hospital procurement and 
technology sourcing.

The exhibition will 
showcase a wide range of 
products and solutions, in-

cluding medical equipment, 
diagnostic and laboratory 
technologies, hospital in-
frastructure, surgical instru-
ments, consumables, as 
well as digital health and 
AI-based systems.

The event provides an 
opportunity for hospitals, 
especially small and mid-
sized institutions, to com-
pare technologies, interact 
with suppliers and make in-
formed investment 
decisions.A major highlight 
of this year’s edition is the 
focus on ‘Make in India’ 
medical technologies, with 
several domestic manufac-
turers showcasing cost-ef-
fective solutions tailored 
for the Indian healthcare 
landscape.The event will 
also host seminars and 
workshops led by industry 
experts, aimed at guiding 
entrepreneurs, hospital ad-
ministrators and stakehold-
ers on emerging trends, op-
erational efficiency and 
healthcare innovation.

Medicall Hyderabad 2026 
to Showcase Future of 

Healthcare at HITEX




