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Tehran : Iran has out-
lined six conditions as part 
of a new legal and strate-
gic framework for ending 
the war in the Middle East 
which entered its 23rd 
day on Sunday. These are: 
Establishing a new legal 
framework for the Strait 
of Hormuz, guarantees to 
prevent the recurrence of 
war, closure of US mili-
tary bases in the region, 
payment of compensation 
to the Islamic Republic (of 
Iran), an end to wars across 
all regional fronts and pros-
ecution and extradition of 
media figures deemed hos-
tile to Iran.

Iran’s proposals come a 
day after President Donald 
Trump claimed on Satur-
day that the United States is 
'getting very close' to meet-
ing objectives of 'winding 
down' military efforts in the 
Middle East, hinting that he 

is considering wrapping up 
the Middle East operations.

Iran’s MEHR News 
Agency (MNA) quoted an 

unidentified senior political 
and security official as say-
ing that Iran is implement-
ing a pre-prepared, multi-

phase plan in its defensive 
war against US-Israel, em-
phasising that the strategy 
was developed months in 

advance and is being car-
ried out with "high strategic 
patience".

The official stated that 
after targeting and destroy-
ing American and Israeli air 
defence systems and radar 
infrastructure across the 
region, Iran has now estab-
lished 'full control' over the 
Israeli entity's airspace.

The official said Iran 
intends to continue its poli-
cy of 'punishing the aggres-
sor' until it delivers what it 
described as a 'historic les-
son' to US-Israeli aggres-
sion and to US President 
Donald Trump.

Several regional parties 
and mediators have con-
veyed proposals to Tehran 
aimed at ending the war. 
However, Iran has set con-
ditions that must be met 
and taken seriously be-
fore any agreement can be 
reached, the official added.

Iran sets six conditions for 
ending Middle East war

Tel Aviv : Iran launched 
missile attacks on the Israe-
li strategic southern cities 
of Dimona and Arad, aimed 
at nuclear research facility 
near Dimona, on Saturday 
night in retaliation of Is-
raeli strikes on the Natanz 
nuclear facility.

More than 100 people, 
including two children, 
were injured in the Iranian 
missile strikes. Eleven of 
them are seriously injured 
in the attacks that took 
place barely hours after Is-
rael struck Natanz.

Israeli air defences 
failed to intercept at least 
two ballistic missiles.  
Authorities are investigat-
ing why did Israeli mis-
sile interceptors fail to  
intercept the incoming mis-
siles, according to Israeli 
media.

Following the strikes, 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Israel 
Defense Forces Chief of 

Staff Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir 
pledged to continue fight-
ing Israel’s enemies on “all 
fronts.”

Dimona and Arad are 
strategically and econom-
ically significant to Israel, 
primarily due to their lo-
cation in the Negev des-
ert and their connection 
to the country’s sensitive 
infrastructure. Dimona is 
globally recognized as the 
home of the Shimon Peres 
Negev Nuclear Research 
Center, widely believed to 
be the site where Israel pro-
duces nuclear weapons.

Arad is located near 
several major IDF bases 
and serves as a residential 
hub for personnel working 
at the Dimona nuclear fa-
cility and nearby high-tech 
defence industries.

The two were targeted 
by Iran because of their 
close proximity (about 25 
minutes apart). In military 
terms, they form a "cluster" 

that includes nuclear infra-
structure, military person-
nel housing and industrial 
supply chains.

Iranian media said the 
strikes targeted Israel’s nu-
clear research facility, lo-
cated about 10 km outside 
of Dimona and 30 km out-
side of Arad, in retaliation 
for an US attack on Iran’s 
Natanz uranium enrich-
ment facility earlier in the 
day.

The Shimon Peres Ne-
gev Nuclear Research Cen-
ter is believed to be key to 
Israel’s long-suspected nu-
clear weapons program.

Netanyahu described 
the situation in a statement 
as “very difficult evening 
in the campaign for our fu-
ture.”

He spoke with the may-
ors of Dimona and Arad, 
and said Israel will ‘’con-
tinue to strike our enemies 
on all fronts with determi-
nation.”

Iran strikes Israeli nuclear facility of Dimona, 
in retaliation of Israeli attack on Natanz

Washington : Donald Trump 
claimed the US has “blown Iran off the 
map” weeks ahead of schedule, fol-
lowing Iranian missile strikes on Israel 
and US-UK bases. Trump said Iran’s 
leadership, navy, and air force have 
been destroyed, leaving the country 
with “no defence.”

He also targeted The New York 
Times journalist David Sanger, reject-
ing criticism of his strategy and mili-
tary actions. Claiming Iran now wants 

a deal, Trump said the US 
is not interested, asserting 
operations are progressing 
“weeks ahead of sched-
ule.”

He reiterated 
that the US would 
dictate terms 
from a position of 
strength, signal-
ling no urgency 
to negotiate.

'Have blown Iran off the map,' says Trump,  
even as Iran fires missiles at Israel's nuclear facilities

New Delhi : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has become the lon-
gest-serving head of a 
government in India, sur-
passing the previous record 
held by former Sikkim 
Chief Minister Pawan Ku-
mar Chamling.

The milestone was 
highlighted in a post by 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and shared by the 
Prime Minister’s Office 
on Sunday, marking what 
was described as a historic 
moment in India’s political 
landscape.

According to the post, 
Prime Minister Modi has 
now completed 8,931 days 
in public office as head of 
government, overtaking 
Chamling’s record of 8,930 
days.

The message described 
the achievement as a reflec-
tion of “pure devotion to 
the nation and its people,” 
adding that Modi’s jour-
ney has been defined by 

“nation-first governance, 
integrity in action, and tire-
less service to every citi-
zen.”

The post further traced 
Modi’s long political ca-

reer, noting that his lead-
ership journey spans from 
his years as Chief Minister 
of Gujarat to his current 
tenure as Prime Minister. 

“From his unwavering 
commitment as the Chief 
Minister of Gujarat to his 
dedicated leadership as the 
Prime Minister, his life has 
been a continuous journey 

of service,” it said.
It also extended con-

gratulations, stating, 
“Heartiest congratulations 
to Modi Ji on this remark-

able achievement,” while 
emphasising that the mile-
stone represents sustained 
continuity in public service 
over decades.

Modi, who first became 
Chief Minister of Gujarat 
in 2001 before assuming 
office as Prime Minister in 
2014, has now completed 
more than two decades in 
top executive roles across 
state and national gover-
nance.

The record under-
scores his unusually long  
tenure as a head of govern-
ment in India’s post-inde-
pendence political history, 
a period marked by multi-
ple electoral victories and 
extended administrative 
continuity.

The announcement 
quickly drew attention 
across political circles, 
with supporters highlight-
ing the scale of his tenure 
as evidence of political sta-
bility and public mandate 
over successive elections.

PM Modi becomes longest-serving 
head of government in India

Railways enhances allowances for  
loco pilots, guards under revised rates

Mumbai : Rupali 
Chakankar, who recently 
lost her position as chair-
person of the State Women 
Commission due to her al-
leged links with fake god-
man Ashok Kharat, may 
soon face another major 
setback. There is strong 
speculation that she could 
also be removed from the 
post of Maharashtra Presi-
dent of the women’s wing 
of the Nationalist Congress 
Party.

Chakankar had come 
under heavy criticism from 
opposition parties for con-
sidering Ashok Kharat as 
her guru, especially since 
he is accused of sexually 
exploiting women. Ques-
tions were raised about how 
someone who follows such 
a person could head the 
Women Commission, forc-

ing her to step down from 
the post.

Now, sources sug-
gest that the controversy 
may cost her another key  
position within the par-
ty. A crucial meeting was 
held late Saturday night at 
the Devgiri bungalow in 
Mumbai, attended by Dep-
uty Chief Minister Sunetra 
Pawar, NCP working pres-
ident Praful Patel, and state 
president Sunil Tatkare. 
Discussions reportedly fo-
cused on how to contain 
the damage caused to the 
party’s image due to the 
Kharat case.

It is believed that 
Chakankar has already 
been informally asked 
to step down from her  
party post, and she may 
soon submit her resigna-
tion. The meeting also re-

portedly discussed who 
should be appointed next 
as the State Women Com-
mission chairperson and 
the party’s women’s wing 
president.

There have been ongo-
ing allegations that Sunil 
Tatkare acted as Chakan-
kar’s political mentor, but 
after this meeting, it is being 
speculated that he has with-
drawn his support. When 
asked about her possible 
resignation, Tatkare said a 
decision would be taken af-
ter discussions and made it 
clear that the party will not 
protect anyone involved. 
He added that the party 
supports a thorough SIT 
investigation into Ashok 
Kharat’s crimes. Chakan-
kar’s resignation from the 
Women Commission has 
already been accepted by 

the party, and Deputy Chief 
Minister Sunetra Pawar will 
forward it to the Chief Min-
ister with a recommenda-
tion for acceptance.

The development is 
likely to have wider polit-
ical repercussions within 
the party, especially ahead 
of upcoming organisational 
changes.

Party leaders are ex-
pected to take a final call 
soon to prevent further 
damage to its public image.

Meanwhile, opposition 
parties have intensified 
their attack, demanding 
stricter accountability in 
the matter.

The issue continues to 
remain politically sensitive, 
with further developments 
expected in the coming 
days.

Another Setback for Rupali Chakankar? 
Likely Removal from NCP Women’s Wing

Pune : Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) leader 
Rupali Patil Thombre has 
demanded the immediate ar-
rest of former Maharashtra 
State Women’s Commission 
chairperson Rupali Chakan-
kar, alleging her role in the 
alleged sexual exploita-
tion racket linked to Ashok 
Kharat.

Thombre said she has 
written to Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis seeking 
prompt action and warned 
that she would approach the 
High Court if no steps are 
taken.

Citing findings of the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT), she claimed that evi-
dence points to Chakankar’s 
alleged involvement and 
argued that she should be 
named as a prime accused 
in the case. The NCP lead-
er alleged that 250 to 300 
videos have surfaced so far, 
purportedly showing Kharat 
exploiting multiple women. 
She described the material 
as highly objectionable and 
said the case indicates a 
wider conspiracy. Thombre 
further alleged that Chakan-
kar misused her official po-
sition to shield Kharat.

She also claimed that 
two individuals involved 
in creating the videos later 
blackmailed Kharat. Refer-
ring to earlier developments, 
Thombre said a journalist 
had exposed the case nearly 
a year ago and alleged that 
the journalist was threatened 
at the time.

According to her, a set-
tlement was reached with 
the involvement of a Pune-
based social activist after 
the blackmail came to light. 
She demanded that any IAS 

officer found to have aided 
Kharat should face strict 
action.

Thombre acknowledged 
that the Chief Minister has 
initiated steps, including 
providing relief to victims 
and securing the resignation 
of the Women’s Commis-
sion chairperson, but said 
further action is required.

She also questioned 
Kharat’s financial back-
ground, asking how he ac-
cumulated assets reportedly 
worth around Rs 800 crore. 
Thombre appealed to activ-
ist Trupti Desai to pursue 
the matter legally and en-
sure stringent punishment 
for those involved.

She reiterated that jus-
tice must be ensured for all 
victims and that no individ-
ual, regardless of position or 
influence, should be spared 
if found guilty.

Thombre said the case 
has shaken public trust and 
called for complete trans-
parency in the investigation 
process.

She urged authorities 
to fast-track the probe to 
prevent any tampering of 
evidence or intimidation of 
witnesses.

Emphasising account-
ability, she said strict le-
gal action should be taken 
against all those directly or 
indirectly involved in the al-
leged racket.

She also appealed to cit-
izens to come forward with 
any information that could 
aid the investigation.

Thombre maintained 
that the truth must come 
out at the earliest to restore 
confidence in the system and 
deliver justice to the affected 
women.

NCP leader seeks  
immediate arrest of  

Chakankar over Kharat case

“I Have Proof Against  
Opposition Leaders Too”
Fadnavis on Nashik Fake Godman Case

Nagpur : Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis has taken a strong 
stand in the shocking case 
of Nashik-based fake god-
man Ashok Kharat, who 
is accused of sexually ex-
ploiting women by pretend-
ing to have divine powers.  
Speaking to the media in 
Nagpur on Sunday, Fad-
navis said that under no 
circumstances will Ashok 
Kharat be spared. He re-
vealed that the case is ex-
tremely serious and was 
exposed based on secret 
intelligence gathered by 
the government itself. He 
warned that the accused 
will have to face strict pun-
ishment for his crimes.

Responding to the on-
going political allegations, 
Fadnavis made a sensa-
tional claim that not only 
ruling party members but 
also several senior leaders 
from the opposition had 
visited Kharat, and there is 
evidence of this in the po-
lice investigation. He ques-
tioned who had approved 
a 40-kilometre water pipe-
line for Kharat by bending 
rules and who had called a 
special cabinet meeting for 
it, urging that the matter 
should not be politicised. 
He clarified that this is an 
issue of women’s dignity, 
and action cannot be taken 
merely based on photo-

graphs, but anyone found 
involved in the crime will 
not be spared.

The Nashik Police 
Commissionerate and a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) are conducting a  
thorough probe, with the 
State Director General of 
Police personally monitor-
ing the case. Fadnavis said 
many victims hesitate to 
come forward due to social 
pressure, and efforts are  
being made to support 
them and their families so  
they can speak out. Spe-
cial instructions have been  
given to ensure transpar-
ency in the investigation  
and justice for the  
victims.

For the first time, Fad-
navis also commented on 
the resignation of Rupali 
Chakankar from the State 
Women Commission. He 
said that since the per-
son she considered her 
guru is now facing serious  
allegations of exploiting 
women, it would have been 
difficult for her to ensure 
justice while holding the 
post. Realising the need 
for a fair investigation, she 
chose to resign. The Chief 
Minister indicated that the 
government and police 
will now take strict action 
against those who exploit 
women in the name of spir-
ituality.

New Delhi : Indian 
Railways has announced 
a comprehensive upward 
revision in the rates of ki-
lometrage allowance and 
allowance in lieu of kilome-
trage (ALK) for its running 
staff.

The move is aimed 
at strengthening employ-
ee welfare and improving 
compensation for front-
line personnel who ensure 
smooth functioning of the 
country’s rail network, the 
Ministry of Railways stat-
ed.

The revised rates, ef-
fective from January 1, 
2024, follow the increase 
in Dearness Allowance to 
50 per cent and will bene-
fit thousands of Loco Pi-
lots, Assistant Loco Pilots, 
Guards, Firemen and other 
operational staff.

According to the offi-
cial statement, the revision 
covers both loco running 
staff and traffic running 
staff, recognising their crit-
ical role in keeping trains 
running round the clock 
across one of the world’s 
largest rail systems.

Similarly, traffic run-
ning staff, including Mail/
Express Guards, Passenger 
and Goods Guards, as well 
as Assistant Guards and 
Brakesmen, now redesig-
nated as Train Managers, 
will also benefit from re-
vised allowance rates.

The move is expected 
to provide a financial boost 
to employees engaged in 
continuous and demanding 
train operations, aligning 
their compensation with 
current cost-of-living ad-
justments.

The Ministry said the 
revised rates are being im-
plemented under the Rail-
way Services (Revised Pay) 
Rules, 2016, and all exist-
ing terms and conditions 
governing the admissibility 
of kilometrage allowance 
and ALK will remain un-
changed.

It emphasised that the 
decision reflects the organ-
isation’s continued com-
mitment to the welfare and 
financial well-being of its 
running staff, often regard-
ed as the backbone of rail-
way operations.
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Lucknow:  " Today, the 
demand for nursing profes-
sionals exists not only in In-
dia but across the world.

During visits to Japan 
and Germany, there was a 
strong demand for nursing 
professionals, and people 
there hold Indian nurses in 
high regard. This is a matter 
of pride for our nursing pro-
fessionals. Therefore, along 
with a nursing course, pur-
suing a diploma in a lan-
guage can further improve 
future prospects."

These remarks were 
made by Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath while ad-
dressing a program here on 
Sunday, where appointment 
letters were distributed to 
1,228 nursing officers se-
lected through a fair and 
transparent process.

CM Yogi personally 
handed over the appoint-
ment letters. Earlier, the 
newly selected officers 

shared their thoughts and 
expressed gratitude. At the 
event, appointment letters 
were distributed to 1,097 fe-
male and 131 male nursing 
officers.

Chief Minister Yogi 
said, “Eastern Uttar Pradesh 
was once known for its poor 
healthcare system. Condi-
tions were so bad that thou-
sands of people lost their 
lives, with little attention 
given to their plight. Dis-
eases like encephalitis and 
dengue claimed many lives 
every year. Alongside other 
infectious diseases, the re-
gion had become a hub of 
health crises.”

To address these chal-
lenges, major reforms were 
undertaken to strengthen 
healthcare infrastructure. 
ANM and GNM training in-
stitutes that had been closed 
for years were reopened. 
About 35 such ANM centers 
have been revived, and con-

struction of 31 new nursing 
colleges is underway.

He emphasized that not 
only medical colleges but 
also nursing and paramedi-
cal institutions play an 
equally important role. If 
doctors lead the healthcare 
system, nursing staff serve 
as its backbone. With this vi-
sion, equal priority is being 
given to nursing and para-
medical education.

As a result, maternal and 
infant mortality rates have 
significantly declined. Uttar 
Pradesh, which once lagged 
behind the national average, 
is now approaching it.

Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath said, “The state has 
made notable progress in 
digitizing healthcare servic-
es.” Around 9.25 crore peo-
ple have been covered under 
Universal Health Coverage. 
Additionally, more than 
14.28 crore digital health 
IDs (ABHA IDs) have been 

issued, enabling integrated 
healthcare services.

To improve access in ru-
ral and remote areas, tele-
medicine and tele-consulta-
tion services have been 
introduced at 976 Commu-

nity Health Centers (CHCs). 
Real-time disease tracking 
systems have also been im-
plemented to monitor and 
control diseases effectively.

Significant changes 
have also been observed in 
medical education. The 

“One District, One Medical 
College” initiative is being 
promoted, ensuring medical 
and nursing colleges in ev-
ery district. Through Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee Medical 
University, efforts have 

been made to bring all medi-
cal colleges onto a common 
academic platform.

CM Yogi Adityanath 
stated that the number of 
medical colleges in the state 
has increased. AIIMS insti-
tutions in Gorakhpur and 

Raebareli are functioning 
effectively. Some colleges 
are also being operated un-
der the PPP model, which is 
evolving into a “Public Trust 
Partnership” in districts like 
Maharajganj, Sambhal and 
Shamli.

There has been a signifi-
cant increase in seats across 
various medical and health-
care programs. An addition-
al 7,000 nursing seats and 
2,000 paramedical seats 
have been introduced. 
Meanwhile, MBBS seats 
have risen substantially 
from 5,390 to 12,700, and 
postgraduate (PG) seats 
have increased from 1,221 
to 5,056, reflecting a strong 
expansion in medical educa-
tion capacity.

CM Yogi noted that Dr. 
Ram Manohar Lohia Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
now offers advanced proce-
dures like kidney, liver, and 
bone marrow transplants, 

along with an Advanced 
Neurosciences Center and 
tele-ICU services.

Chief Minister Yogi 
said, “Receiving appoint-
ment letters in large num-
bers during the auspicious 
festival of Navratri, espe-
cially on Chaturthi, is a posi-
tive sign of women empow-
erment and increasing 
participation of daughters in 
society.”

He advised nursing stu-
dents to learn additional lan-
guages such as Marathi, 
Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil, 
and Bengali along with their 
courses, as this will open up 
better opportunities in India 
and abroad. Countries like 
Japan and Germany have a 
high demand for trained 
nursing professionals, 
where language skills can 
provide added advantages.

Simulation labs have 
been established in major 
institutions to provide prac-

tical training alongside theo-
retical education. Under the 
new education policy, stu-
dents can also opt for dual 
degrees, combining nursing 
with language or other sub-
jects.

The Chief Minister em-
phasized that the recruit-
ment process is completely 
transparent and fair, offering 
equal opportunities to all 
sections of society. Reserva-
tion policies for SCs, STs, 
OBCs, persons with disabil-
ities, and ex-servicemen are 
being strictly implemented.

Over the past nine years, 
the state government has 
provided more than 9 lakh 
government jobs - one of the 
highest numbers by any 
state in India. The selection 
process is conducted by 
competent commissions and 
agencies under strict moni-
toring, ensuring transparen-
cy and merit-based selec-
tion.

Receiving appointment letters in large numbers for 
daughters during Navratri is a positive sign: CM Yogi

Lucknow:  Mayawati, the na-
tional president of the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP), chaired a long review 
meeting in Lucknow on Sunday with 
senior office-bearers and state unit 
members from Madhya Pradesh, Bi-
har, and Chhattisgarh. The meeting 
focused on strengthening the party 
organisation, expanding its mass 
base, and mobilising financial sup-
port in these states.

The review was conducted in line 
with the directions issued during the 
party’s All India meeting held on 
February 22. Based on feedback 
from senior leaders, including sector 
in-charge Rajaram, the BSP chief ex-
pressed satisfaction over the “moder-
ate progress” made by the three state 
units in implementing organizational 
directives.

Addressing the joint meeting, 
Mayawati praised party workers for 
their commitment to advancing 
Ambedkarite principles and striving 
to establish political power for mar-
ginalised communities. She empha-
sised that the path to ending caste-

based oppression and anti-poor 
governance lies in sustained struggle 
and unity among Dalits, Adivasis, 
Other Backward Classes (OBCs), 
Muslims, and other minorities.

She reiterated that constitutional 
rights granted by B. R. Ambedkar can 
only be effectively implemented 
when political power is in the hands 
of the Bahujan community. She also 

recalled the contributions of BSP 
founder Kanshi Ram, stating that the 
party continues to work toward ful-
filling his unfinished mission.

Mayawati warned against what 
she described as increasing caste-
based crimes in the three states and 
urged people to remain cautious of 
electoral inducements offered by ri-
val parties ahead of elections. She 

stressed the need for unity and social 
harmony among marginalised com-
munities to achieve political empow-
erment.

Highlighting BSP’s governance 
record in Uttar Pradesh, she said the 
party has demonstrated its commit-
ment to “Sarvajan Hitay, Sarvajan 
Sukhay” (welfare of all) by forming 
government four times and ensuring 
rule of law and protection for all com-
munities.

She further alleged that the poli-
cies of central and state governments 
have disproportionately harmed mar-
ginalised groups, while benefiting a 
small section of wealthy individuals. 
Calling for electoral success, she 
urged party workers to intensify ef-
forts to bring political change.

Earlier, Mayawati thanked party 
workers for organising events on the 
birth anniversary of Kanshi Ram on 
March 15 and appealed for large-
scale celebrations of Ambedkar Jay-
anti on April 14, along with the par-
ty’s foundation day, in line with its 
mission and ideology.

Mayawati reviews BSP’s progress in MP, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh; calls for unity and electoral strength

Lucknow: The Uttar 
Pradesh government has 
taken several initiatives to 
provide a safe and dignified 
environment for women and 
in this direction, Uttar 
Pradesh State Institute of Fo-
rensic Science (UPSIFS) has 
introduced a unique initia-
tive.

Developed by B Tech 
students of the institute, the 
"The Shadow" (UPSIFS 
App) is a significant step to-
ward strengthening both stu-
dent safety and academic 
management, especially for 
female students.

The app has been de-
signed as a comprehensive 
security-based digital eco-
system that will remain con-
nected with every student 
like their "shadow."

This technology is a 
concrete effort toward mak-
ing daughters safer and more 
self-reliant.

UPSIFS Deputy Direc-
tor Chiranjeev Mukherjee 
said here on Sunday that, 
"The Shadow app has been 
developed by the institute's 

own students.
Its features go beyond 

academic activities, priori-
tizing student safety by 
tracking movements in an 
authorized manner."

Campus entry, exit, 
leave requests and other ac-
tivities are digitally record-
ed, providing real-time in-
formation to the 
administration.The app also 
includes complete data on 
attendance, assignments, 
exam performance, and aca-
demic progress, connecting 
students, parents, and teach-
ers on a single platform.This 
will enhance transparency 
and accountability.A stand-
out feature is the 'Parent-
First Approval System.' Un-
der this, any request by a 
student, especially a female 
student, to leave the campus 
or seek special permission 
requires prior approval from 
parents. This adds an extra 
layer of safety and strength-
ens parental trust, while 
maintaining a balance be-
tween independence and se-
curity.

UP Govt's 'The Shadow' app to 
safeguard daughters like shadow

Lucknow:  The culture 
of referring complex deliv-
ery cases to larger cities is on 
the decline in Uttar Pradesh.

Now, complex cases are 
being managed right within 
the smaller cities themselves. 
This shift is attributed to the 
capacity-building initiatives 
undertaken over the last four 
years for 1,791 doctors 
across 76 district hospitals in 
the state, thereby ensuring 
timely and high-quality 
healthcare services.

Officials here on Sunday 
said reducing maternal and 
neonatal mortality rates re-
mains a major challenge fac-
ing the healthcare system to-
day, not only in Uttar Pradesh 
but across many parts of the 
country. Specifically, a short-
age of specialist services at 
district and community 
health centers, a lack of ca-
pacity for rapid decision-
making during emergencies, 
and complications surround-
ing timely referrals often 
lead to preventable adverse 
situations.The Regional Re-
source and Training Center 
(RRTC) model has emerged 
as a practical and effective 
solution to address these 
very issues. Currently, 20 
medical colleges across the 
state are functioning as RRT-
Cs, officials said.Established 
in 2017, the RRTC was con-
ceived not merely as a train-
ing center, but as a response 
to a clear systemic impera-
tive. At that time, several sig-
nificant gaps were evident in 
maternal and neonatal health 
services at the district lev-
el—such as the excessive re-
ferral of complex delivery 
cases, a shortage of trained 
human resources, and limit-
ed capacity for decision-
making and management 
during emergencies. These 
circumstances made it clear 
that the true solution lay not 
merely in expanding infra-
structure, but in fostering 
skills, confidence, and sys-
temic capacity at the local 

level.
Moving beyond tradi-

tional training models, the 
RRTC has developed a hub-
and-spoke-based mentor-
ship model. In this frame-
work, a medical college 
serves as the “Knowledge 
Hub,” while the district hos-
pitals act as “Spokes,” re-
ceiving continuous guidance 
from the hub. This model in-
corporates on-site mentor-
ing, continuous capacity 
building, the empowerment 
of nursing staff, and multi-
departmental collaboration.

The RRTC established 
within the campus of J.N. 
Medical College in Aligarh 
stands as a prime example of 
this model. Through this cen-
ter, the capacities of doctors 
and staff from the district 
hospitals of Aligarh, Hath-
ras, and Kasganj have been 
enhanced; today, they are ca-
pable of handling even the 
most complex medical cases. 
Dr. Tabassum Rahmat, the 
RRTC Coordinator, ex-
plains: “Our objective is not 
merely to impart training, but 
to empower every healthcare 
unit to a level where it can 
face complex medical situa-
tions with confidence.”

The impact of the RRTC 
model is most vividly evi-
dent at the District Women’s 
Hospital in Kasganj. While 
the first successful C-section 
performed at this hospital in 
2017 was considered a mon-
umental achievement, the 
situation today has under-
gone a complete transforma-
tion. The operation theater is 
now fully equipped and fully 
functional. The majority of 
the doctors and staff have re-
ceived specialized training, 
making it possible to manage 
complex delivery cases lo-
cally within the district itself.
The most significant change 
is that many cases—which 
previously required immedi-
ate referral to larger cities—
are now being successfully 
treated within the district. 

Hospitals in smaller 
districts move from 

Referrals to solutions in UP

Hyderabad : A. Re-
vanth Reddy on Sunday an-
nounced a major financial 
boost for the agricultural sec-
tor, unveiling the release of 
Rs 9,000 crore under the 
Rythu Bharosa scheme. The 
initiative is expected to ben-
efit nearly 70 lakh farmers 
across the state, reinforcing 
the government’s continued 
focus on rural welfare.

The Chief Minister 
shared the update through a 
post on the social media plat-
form X, where he underlined 
his administration’s commit-
ment to strengthening the 
backbone of Telangana’s 
economy — its farmers. He 
described the move as a sig-
nificant step toward ensuring 
financial security for cultiva-
tors.

Reddy expressed a per-
sonal sense of responsibility 
toward the farming commu-
nity, stating that he has as-
sumed the role of an elder 
brother to farmers. He em-

phasized that his govern-
ment aims to instill confi-
dence among cultivators so 
they can pursue agriculture 
without fear or uncertainty.

The rollout of funds is 
being initiated from Narmeta 
village in Siddipet district, 
symbolically highlighting 

the government’s grassroots 
approach. By starting the 
disbursement from a rural 
region, the administration 
seeks to directly connect 
with farmers at the ground 
level.According to the Chief 
Minister, the scheme reflects 
the guiding principle of his 
governance — placing farm-
ers at the center of policy de-
cisions. He asserted that un-
der his leadership, the farmer 
“truly reigns supreme,” sig-
naling a shift toward more 
inclusive and farmer-centric 
development.The Rythu 
Bharosa scheme has been 
designed to provide timely 
financial assistance to farm-
ers, helping them manage 
input costs such as seeds, fer-
tilizers, and other agricultur-
al needs.

CM Reddy announces Rs 9,000 cr Rythu Bharosa re-
lease, dedicates palm oil unit to farmers

Hyderabad:  BJP on 
Sunday raised serious con-
cerns over the proposed 
Musi River rejuvenation 
project, questioning its feasi-
bility, cost estimates, and im-
pact on farmers and resi-
dents.Speaking at a 
discussion programme titled 
“Musi River Rejuvenation – 
Facts” held at a private hotel 
on Raj Bhavan Road, State 
BJP President N Ramachan-
der Rao said that while river 
cleaning is essential, it 
should not come at the cost of 
poor and middle-class fami-
lies.He stressed that the Musi 
is not confined to Hyderabad 
but flows across multiple dis-
tricts, supporting thousands 
of farmers. Increasing pollu-
tion, he noted, is already pos-
ing risks to agriculture and 

public health, making com-
prehensive river purification 
necessary.

However, he cautioned 
that the current approach of 
the state government appears 
impractical and could se-
verely affect livelihoods.

Rao questioned the fi-
nancial viability of the proj-
ect, pointing out that the gov-
ernment, which claims a lack 
of funds for welfare schemes 
like pensions and Rythu 
Bharosa, is proposing to 
spend massive amounts on 
Musi rejuvenation.

He also highlighted in-
consistencies in official 
statements regarding the 
number of houses likely to be 
demolished, creating confu-
sion among the public.The 
BJP leader alleged that large-

scale land acquisition—re-
portedly up to 3,000 acres—
would impact farmers and 
disrupt vegetable supply to 
Hyderabad. He also criti-
cised the proposed expan-
sion of buffer zones, calling 
it discriminatory and unjust, 
especially for middle-class 
families and ex-servicemen 
who built homes through 
loans.While reiterating that 
the BJP is not opposed to 
river cleaning, beautifica-
tion, or tourism develop-
ment, Rao insisted that reha-
bilitation must precede any 
displacement. “Clean the 
Musi, but do not demolish 
poor people’s homes without 
proper rehabilitation,” he 
said, urging the government 
to adopt a transparent and 
practical approach.

BJP flags concerns over Musi rejuvenation, 
demands clarity and rehabilitation policy

Hyderabad:  Bhatti Vi-
kramarka has directed offi-
cials to speed up the con-
struction of the Integrated 
Residential School at Laksh-
mipuram village in Bonakal 
mandal of Madhira constitu-
ency, underlining that educa-
tion remains the foremost 
priority of the Indiramma 
government.

During an inspection 
visit on Sunday, the Deputy 
Chief Minister personally 
reviewed the progress of the 
ongoing construction works, 
taking stock of the pace and 
quality of development at the 
site.

He toured multiple un-
der-construction facilities, 
including junior hostel 
buildings, academic blocks 
for both junior and senior 
sections, as well as adminis-
trative structures that will 
form the backbone of the in-
stitution.Officials briefed 
him on the status of each 
component, outlining the 
timelines and challenges in-

volved in completing the 
large-scale project within the 
stipulated period.Bhatti Vi-
kramarka also inspected the 
progress of specialised infra-
structure, such as laborato-
ries for mechanical, science, 
mathematics, and computer 
studies, which are expected 
to provide students with 
modern, hands-on learning 
experiences.Expressing 
concern over delays, he in-
structed both officials and 
contractors to accelerate the 
pace of work while strictly 
maintaining construction 

standards and quality.He 
emphasized that any com-
promise in quality would un-
dermine the long-term bene-
fits of the institution, and 
urged all stakeholders to en-
sure durability and excel-
lence in every aspect of the 
project.Highlighting the 
broader vision of the govern-
ment, the Deputy Chief Min-
ister said that strengthening 
the education sector is cen-
tral to achieving inclusive 
development across Telan-
gana.He reiterated that the 
Indiramma government 

views education not merely 
as a service but as a powerful 
tool for social transforma-
tion and economic progress.

Bhatti Vikramarka stat-
ed that every rupee spent on 
education should be seen as 
an investment in the future, 
as it directly contributes to 
building a skilled and em-
powered generation.He de-
scribed Integrated Residen-
tial Schools as “visionary 
temples of learning,” de-
signed to nurture talent, dis-
cipline, and holistic develop-
ment among students.
According to him, these in-
stitutions will provide high-
quality education along with 
residential facilities, ensur-
ing that students from all 
backgrounds receive equal 
opportunities to succeed.The 
project is expected to signifi-
cantly benefit students in the 
Madhira constituency and 
surrounding regions by of-
fering access to advanced 
educational infrastructure 
closer to home.

Integrated residential schools are 
‘temples of learning’: Bhatti Vikramarka

Patna:Nitish Kumar on 
Sunday expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to Narendra Modi 
for his warm and affectionate 
message to the people of the 
state on the occasion of Bihar 
Diwas.In a post shared on the 
social media platform X, the 
Chief Minister conveyed his 
appreciation on behalf of the 
entire population of Bihar, 
acknowledging the Prime 
Minister’s recognition of the 
state’s legacy and ongoing 
progress.

Kumar stated that it was 
a matter of immense pride 
for the people of Bihar that 
the Prime Minister had high-
lighted the state’s rich heri-
tage, vibrant culture, and 
continuous development ef-
forts in his message.He em-
phasized that Bihar has a 
long and illustrious history, 
and such acknowledgment at 
the national level serves as 
encouragement for the state 
to continue on its path of 
growth and transformation.

The Chief Minister reiterat-
ed that his government re-
mains firmly committed to 
ensuring holistic develop-
ment across all sectors, with 
a focus on inclusive growth 
and equitable opportunities.
He stressed that social justice 
continues to be a core pillar 
of his administration’s poli-
cies, alongside the pursuit of 
good governance and trans-
parency in public adminis-
tration.Kumar also high-

lighted the importance of 
strengthening infrastructure 
in the state, noting that im-
provements in roads, con-
nectivity, and public services 
are crucial for sustained eco-
nomic development.In his 
remarks, he acknowledged 
the continued support and 
cooperation of the central 
government, which he said 
has played a key role in ac-
celerating Bihar’s develop-
ment trajectory.

Nitish thanks PM for Bihar diwas message, 
reaffirms commitment to development
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Mumbai : The Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) has officially scrapped 
a ₹150-crore tender for thermo-
plastic road marking paint fol-
lowing allegations of a potential 
scam. Mumbai BJP President 
and MLA Ameet Satam flagged 
the contract, questioning why 
₹50 crore was allocated equally 
to the city, eastern suburbs, and 
western suburbs despite signifi-
cant differences in road mileage.

Satam argued that the west-
ern suburbs have nearly triple 
the road length of other areas, 
making the flat allocation arbi-
trary. He also pointed out that 
since ₹10,000 crore worth of 
concrete road work is already 
underway, marking should have 
been included in those existing 
contracts. 

This marks the third major 
tender canceled recently due to 

BJP intervention, following the 
scrapping of a ₹300-crore project 
for bollard railings and a ₹400-
crore plan for the Byculla zoo.

In a significant move toward 
administrative accountability, 
the Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) has offi-
cially terminated a ₹150-crore 
tender originally intended for 
the application of thermoplastic 
road marking paint across the 
city. This decision was reached 
following intense scrutiny and 
formal objections raised by 
Mumbai BJP President and MLA 
Ameet Satam, who flagged the 
project for containing several 
red flags indicative of a potential 
financial scam. The cancellation 
underscores a growing trend of 
rigorous oversight within Mum-
bai’s civic body, particularly re-
garding the allocation of taxpay-
er funds for urban maintenance 

and infrastructure projects.
The controversy began when 

Satam highlighted a glaring lack 
of logic in the budgetary distri-
bution of the contract, which 

had earmarked exactly ₹50 crore 
each for the island city, the east-
ern suburbs, and the western 
suburbs. He argued that such an 
equal split was entirely arbitrary 

and ignored the geographical 
realities of Mumbai’s road net-
work. Specifically, the western 
suburbs possess a road length 
nearly triple that of the other 

two zones, making a uniform 
financial allocation functional-
ly impossible to justify without 
suggesting that the figures were 
drafted without any prior site 
analysis or genuine cost-estima-
tion.

Beyond the uneven distribu-
tion of funds, the MLA pointed 
out a major redundancy in the 
tender’s conceptualization that 
suggested a wasteful overlap of 
public spending. He noted that 
the BMC is currently executing 
massive cement concrete (CC) 
road works across the metropo-
lis valued at over ₹10,000 crore. 
Standard engineering contracts 
for such large-scale road con-
struction almost always include 
road markings and signage as a 
part of the primary work order. 
Satam contended that issuing a 
separate, standalone tender for 
the same task was an attempt 

to double-bill the exchequer for 
work already covered under ex-
isting multi-crore contracts.

The MLA’s formal com-
plaint to the Mayor and the 
BMC Commissioner also raised 
concerns regarding the lack of 
transparency in the tender’s unit 
costs, specifically the cost per ki-
lometer for the paint application. 
In the absence of such granular 
data, Satam alleged that the ten-
der was likely tailored to favor a 
specific cartel of contractors who 
often collude with civic officials 
to inflate project prices. 

He emphasized that the 
BMC must shift away from a 
“contractor-centric” model of 
governance, where projects are 
designed by private interests, 
and move toward a “citizen-cen-
tric” approach where every rupee 
spent is backed by a clear and 
verifiable necessity.

BMC Cancels ₹150 Crore Road Marking Contract

Mumbai : Major Indian 
carriers including IndiGo, 
Akasa Air, and Air India 
have issued travel adviso-
ries and modified their flight 
schedules due to rising geo-
political tensions in West 
Asia. While many Gulf 
routes remain operational, 
airlines warned that sched-
ules may change without 
prior notice based on safety 
assessments.

Akasa Air has suspended 
flights to Abu Dhabi, Doha, 
and Kuwait until March 31, 
2026, while offering full re-
funds or free rescheduling to 
affected travelers. Air India 
has also temporarily halted 
services to Tel Aviv and se-
lect Gulf cities, though long-
haul flights to Europe and 
North America remain unaf-
fected. Passengers are urged 
to monitor their flight status 
in real-time before heading 
to the airport.

Indian Carriers Re-route 
Operations Amid West Asia 
TensionsMumbai : In re-
sponse to rapidly escalating 
geopolitical tensions across 
West Asia, India’s leading 

commercial airlines—Indi-
Go, Akasa Air, and Air In-
dia—have moved swiftly to 
issue comprehensive travel 
advisories and implement 
significant modifications 
to their international flight 
schedules. 

This proactive stance 
comes as a direct result of 
safety assessments con-
ducted in light of regional 
instability, which has forced 
carriers to prioritize passen-

ger and crew security over 
routine operations. 

While a majority of the 
lucrative Gulf routes remain 
technically operational, the 
airlines have signaled a pe-
riod of high uncertainty, 
warning travelers that flight 
timings and routes are sub-
ject to sudden changes or 
cancellations without prior 
notification.The disruption 
has hit Akasa Air particular-
ly hard, leading to the stra-

tegic decision to completely 
suspend all flight operations 
to key destinations includ-
ing Abu Dhabi, Doha, and 
Kuwait. 

This suspension is cur-
rently slated to last until at 
least March 31, 2026, as the 
airline monitors the evolv-
ing security situation on the 
ground. 

To mitigate the incon-
venience caused to thou-
sands of booked passengers, 

Akasa Air has rolled out a 
relief package that includes 
the option for full financial 
refunds or the ability to re-
schedule travel to a later 
date without the usual pen-
alty fees. 

This move is seen as an 
essential step in maintain-
ing customer trust during a 
period of international cri-
sis that is largely beyond 
the airline’s control.Air In-
dia, the country’s flagship 
carrier, has also adopted a 
calibrated approach to the 
crisis, choosing to tempo-
rarily halt its direct services 
to Tel Aviv and several other 
select cities within the Gulf 
region. By suspending these 
high-risk routes, the airline 
aims to avoid any poten-
tial airspace complications 
while continuing to fulfill its 
global commitments. 

However, the carrier has 
reassured the public that its 
long-haul “Gold Standard” 
routes to North America, 
Europe, and Australia re-
main largely unaffected by 
the localized tensions in 
West Asia. 

Airlines Adjust West Asia Flight Schedules

Mumbai : Western Rail-
way has introduced several 
special train services from 
Bandra Terminus to various 
cities in Gujarat to accom-
modate the summer travel 
rush. These services are 
scheduled to run between 
April 2 and July 31, 2026, 
targeting high-demand des-
tinations like Bhavnagar, 
Gandhidham, Bhuj, Veraval, 
and Udhana.

Key services include 
Train 09207 to Bhavnagar 
and Train 09415 to Gand-
hidham. Furthermore, spe-
cial bi-weekly services be-
tween Mumbai Central and 
Banmankhi (Haryana) have 
been extended until the end 
of July. Passengers are en-
couraged to check the spe-
cific schedules and booking 
details via the Western Rail-

way portal as these seasonal 
trains aim to clear the extra 
holiday rush.

In a proactive effort 
to manage the anticipated 
surge in passenger traffic 
during the upcoming sum-
mer vacation period, West-
ern Railway has officially 
announced the introduction 
of several special train ser-
vices. 

These strategic addi-
tions to the rail network 
are designed to provide 
much-needed relief to trav-
elers heading from Mum-
bai’s Bandra Terminus to 
various high-demand urban 
centers across Gujarat. 

The scheduled opera-
tions are set to commence 
on April 2 and will contin-
ue through July 31, 2026, 
covering the peak holiday 

months when traditional 
train bookings often reach 
full capacity weeks in ad-
vance.

The expansion of ser-
vices targets several key 
coastal and industrial des-
tinations, ensuring that the 
heavy influx of tourists 
and migrant workers can 
find reliable transit options. 
Among the primary routes 
identified for these special 
runs are Bandra Terminus 
to Bhavnagar, Gandhidham, 
Bhuj, Veraval, and Udhana. 

By focusing on these 
specific corridors, Western 
Railway is addressing the 
historical data that shows a 
consistent spike in travel de-
mand toward the Saurashtra 
and Kutch regions during 
the summer break.

Specific train numbers 

have already been assigned 
to help passengers navigate 
the booking process, with 
Train 09207 designated for 
the Bhavnagar route and 
Train 09415 scheduled to 
serve Gandhidham. These 
trains are expected to fea-
ture a mix of air-conditioned 
and sleeper-class coach-
es to cater to a wide range 
of budgetary preferences. 
The move is part of a larg-
er, state-wide initiative by 
Indian Railways to deploy 
“Holiday Specials” that by-
pass the usual waiting-list 
bottlenecks seen on regular 
long-distance expresses.

In addition to the Guja-
rat-bound services, Western 
Railway has also confirmed 
an extension of the bi-week-
ly special service operating 
between Mumbai Central 

and Banmankhi. This par-
ticular route, which serves a 
vital connection to Haryana, 
has seen its operational win-
dow stretched until the end 
of July. This extension is a 
direct response to the sus-
tained high occupancy rates 
observed on this line, pro-
viding a stable travel option 
for those visiting the north-
ern plains during the peak of 
the heatwave season.

The announcement has 
been welcomed by frequent 
commuters and travel agents 
alike, who often struggle to 
secure berths on standard 
trains like the Kutch Ex-
press or the Saurashtra Mail 
during the summer. 

By adding these special 
rakes, the railway adminis-
tration is effectively increas-
ing the total berth availabil-

ity by thousands of seats per 
week. This capacity boost is 
seen as an essential measure 
to prevent over-crowding 
and to ensure a safer, more 
comfortable journey for 
families traveling with chil-
dren and elderly relatives.

Western Railway offi-
cials have emphasized that 
these special trains will ad-
here to the same safety and 
hygiene protocols as the reg-
ular fleet. 

They have also encour-
aged passengers to utilize 
the official IRCTC website 
and the Western Railway 
portal for real-time updates 
on seat availability and plat-
form assignments. Given the 
high demand, travelers are 
advised to book their tickets 
as early as possible, as these 
seasonal services are expect-

ed to fill up rapidly once the 
reservation windows open.

The logistics of man-
aging these extra services 
require significant coordi-
nation between the Mumbai 
and Gujarat divisions of the 
railway. 

Maintenance crews at 
the Bandra and Mumbai 
Central yards have been 
tasked with ensuring that 
the additional coaches are in 
peak mechanical condition. 
Furthermore, extra staff may 
be deployed at major sta-
tions to assist the “summer 
rush” passengers, helping 
to streamline the boarding 
process and manage the 
increased footfall on plat-
forms during the departure 
of these special trains.

Economic analysts note 
that the introduction of such 

special trains also provides a 
modest boost to the regional 
economies of the destination 
cities. 

By facilitating easier 
travel, the railways are sup-
porting the local tourism 
and hospitality sectors in 
places like Bhuj and Ver-
aval, which see a significant 
number of visitors during 
the summer months. For 
many, these trains represent 
more than just a commute; 
they are a vital link to home 
and heritage during the lon-
gest holiday period of the 
year.

As the April 2 start date 
approaches, the Western 
Railway’s social media han-
dles are expected to release 
detailed timetables, includ-
ing the specific halt stations 
for each special service. 

Special Trains Announced for Gujarat Routes

Mumbai : Food and 
Civil Supplies Minister Ch-
hagan Bhujbal announced 
that Maharashtra’s com-
mercial LPG allocation will 
increase by 20%, bringing 
the total supply to 50% of 
pre-crisis levels starting 
March 23. The decision fol-
lows a directive from the 
Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas intended to sta-
bilize the food services sec-
tor.Priority for the additional 
supply will be given to ho-
tels, restaurants, industrial 
canteens, and welfare kitch-
ens. To qualify, business-
es must register with Oil 
Marketing Companies and 
apply for Piped Natural Gas 
(PNG) connections. Addi-
tionally, the state has sim-
plified kerosene distribution 
by automatically renewing 
pending licenses without 
fees and facilitating the 
transfer of licenses to legal 
heirs.In a move designed to 
provide critical relief to the 
state’s hospitality and indus-
trial sectors, Food and Civil 
Supplies Minister Chhagan 
Bhujbal has announced a 

significant 20% increase in 
Maharashtra’s commercial 
LPG allocation. This stra-
tegic adjustment, effective 
from March 23, will elevate 
the total available supply to 
50% of the levels recorded 
before the recent energy cri-
sis. The decision comes on 
the heels of a formal direc-
tive from the Union Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas, which aims to stabilize 
the food services industry 
and ensure that essential 

cooking fuel reaches large-
scale kitchens across the 
state.The state government 
has outlined a clear hierar-
chy for the distribution of 
this additional fuel, placing 
a high priority on establish-
ments that cater to the pub-
lic and workforce. Hotels, 
restaurants, and industrial 
canteens are at the top of 
the list, followed closely by 
welfare kitchens and com-
munity dining halls that pro-
vide affordable meals to the 

underserved. By prioritizing 
these sectors, the adminis-
tration hopes to mitigate the 
rising operational costs of 
the food industry, which has 
been grappling with sup-
ply chain disruptions and 
fuel volatility for several 
months.

To access the enhanced 
quota, businesses are re-
quired to meet specific reg-
ulatory milestones aimed at 
modernizing the state’s en-
ergy infrastructure. 

Maharashtra Boosts 
Commercial LPG Supply

Kalyan : Train services 
were severely disrupted at 
Kalyan railway station on 
Sunday after an unidentified 
youth climbed a high-volt-
age overhead equipment 
(OHE) pole. The act trig-
gered panic among com-
muters and forced railway 
authorities to suspend power 
to platforms 1, 1A, and 2 as 
a safety precaution.

Despite efforts by the 
GRP, RPF, and fire brigade 
to persuade him to descend, 
the youth eventually came 
into contact with a live wire. 
He suffered severe elec-
tric shocks and fell from 
a height, sustaining burns 
over an estimated 90% of 
his body. Critically injured, 
he was transported to a hos-
pital in an auto-rickshaw 
due to a lack of immediate 
medical transport at the 
site. The incident has raised 
questions regarding emer-
gency medical preparedness 
at major suburban stations.

A high-stakes emergen-
cy unfolded at Kalyan rail-
way station on Sunday, lead-
ing to a complete standstill 
of train services and a har-
rowing scene for hundreds 
of commuters. The crisis 
began when an unidenti-
fied young man climbed 
a high-voltage overhead 
equipment (OHE) pole, a 
move that immediately trig-
gered a state of panic across 
the platforms. In response 
to the life-threatening sit-
uation, railway authorities 
were forced to take the dras-
tic step of suspending elec-
trical power to platforms 1, 
1A, and 2, causing signif-
icant delays and cancella-
tions throughout the subur-
ban network.

The situation escalat-
ed despite the arrival of 
the Government Railway 
Police (GRP), the Railway 
Protection Force (RPF), and 
the local fire brigade. For a 
considerable duration, emer-

gency responders attempted 
to communicate with the 
youth, using every possible 
means to persuade him to 
descend safely from the dan-
gerous height. However, the 
standoff ended in tragedy 
when the individual made 
contact with a live overhead 
wire, resulting in a massive 
electrical discharge. The im-
pact caused him to fall from 
the pole, and he was found 
to have sustained critical 
injuries, including severe 
burns over an estimated 
90% of his body.

In the immediate af-
termath, the lack of a spe-
cialized medical transport 
vehicle at the station be-
came a point of significant 
contention. Due to the ur-
gency of his condition and 
the absence of a dedicated 
ambulance on-site, the crit-
ically injured youth had to 
be transported to a nearby 
hospital in a local auto-rick-
shaw. 

Crisis at Kalyan Station 
After OHE Incident

Bhiwandi : A massive 
blaze decimated two scrap 
warehouses in Kon village 
on Sunday, resulting in sig-
nificant property damage. 
The fire is believed to have 
started when dry grass near 
the warehouses was inten-
tionally set on fire by an 
unidentified person, quick-
ly spreading to the highly 
flammable cloth, plastic, 
and paper stored inside.

Two fire engines from 
the Bhiwandi Fire Bri-
gade, supported by private 
water tankers, battled the 
flames for approximately 
two hours before bringing 
the situation under control. 
While the warehouses were 
completely gutted, author-
ities confirmed there were 
no casualties or injuries. 
An investigation is current-
ly underway to identify the 
individual responsible for 
igniting the grass.

A devastating fire broke 
out in Kon village on Sun-
day, completely decimating 
two large scrap warehouses 
and resulting in extensive 
property damage. The infer-

no, which sent thick plumes 
of black smoke billowing 
into the sky, originated from 
a nearby patch of dry grass. 
Witnesses reported that the 
grass had been intentionally 
set on fire by an unidentified 
individual, and the flames 
quickly spiraled out of con-
trol due to the afternoon 
winds. 

The fire rapidly leaped 
from the parched vegetation 
to the warehouses, which 

were filled with highly 
flammable materials includ-
ing discarded cloth, plastic 
waste, and mountains of 
paper.

The Bhiwandi Fire 
Brigade responded to the 
emergency call with two 
fire engines, which were 
soon supplemented by sev-
eral private water tankers to 
combat the escalating blaze. 
Firefighters faced a grueling 
two-hour battle to contain 

the flames and prevent them 
from spreading to neighbor-
ing industrial units and resi-
dential clusters. 

Despite the intensity of 
the heat and the volatile na-
ture of the stored scrap, the 
teams were eventually able 
to bring the situation under 
control, though the ware-
houses themselves were 
unfortunately gutted beyond 
repair by the time the cool-
ing operations began.

Fire Destroys Scrap 
Warehouses in Bhiwandi
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In today's uncertain and stressful life, human beings 
constantly seek contentment, security, and refuge. Yet, this 
very quest often ensnares them in a web of deceit construct-
ed under the guise of faith. The 'Captain Kharat' episode has 
exposed the shocking reality of this situation. This incident 
starkly highlights the extent to which charlatanism—lurking 
behind the veil of spirituality—has spread its tentacles, per-
petrating not only financial exploitation but also psycho-
logical and physical abuse. This episode is not merely the 
crime of a single individual; rather, it serves as an exposé of 
a systemic failure—a system built upon society's blind faith 
and deep-seated fears.A simple and universal principle of 
economics states that whenever the demand for a specific 
good or service rises, the number of its suppliers inevitably 
increases as well. As this surge in demand intensifies, the 
price of that commodity or service skyrockets. Regrettably, 
this very principle appears to apply with uncanny precision 
to the 'market of spirituality and faith' in India today—par-
ticularly in the state of Maharashtra. In this era of uncer-
tainty—where the common man remains crushed under the 
weight of countless crises, ailments, and mental stress—it 
appears that the official institutions tasked with guarantee-
ing protection are proving woefully inadequate. In such a 
helpless predicament, while those possessing immense 
wealth find it easy to purchase protection, the vast middle 
and lower-income segments of society are left to rely on luck 
or destiny for the resolution of their problems. It is precisely 
when this sense of helplessness assumes a collective form 
that the 'suppliers' within this marketplace of faith—namely, 
the fraudulent godmen and self-proclaimed spiritual gu-
rus—begin to thrive.For the past several decades, this mar-
ketplace of faith has witnessed a perpetual boom. The pri-
mary reason for this phenomenon lies in the fact that this 
market makes a deceptive claim: that it alone can fulfill 
people's deep-seated psychological and emotional needs. 
Whether in a nondescript alleyway or an upscale district of 
the city, a charlatan sets up shop, spends lakhs of rupees on 
systematic advertising, and boldly pledges to deliver people 
from their troubles. The network of this trade is so enigmatic 
and deeply entrenched that once a person gets ensnared in its 
web, they themselves become a propagator of that very char-
latanism. By touching upon sensitive facets of human life—
such as spirituality, astrology, fortune-telling, love marriag-
es, political success, the desire for progeny, or family 
discord—these 'shopkeepers' shrewdly serve their own in-
terests. Every 'vendor' in this marketplace adopts a specific 
persona befitting their trade. Behind a mask comprising an 
innocent, serene smile, an outward simplicity designed to 
project an aura of divine power, and attire signifying asceti-
cism, these individuals conceal their true, hideous faces. 
Within their ashrams or monasteries, an otherworldly atmo-
sphere is meticulously crafted through the wafting fragrance 
of incense, the scent of sandalwood, and the artful arrange-
ment of ritualistic paraphernalia. To lure the needy, the mag-
ic of 'miracles' is occasionally employed; and once a steady 
stream of devotees begins to flow, the cycle of exploitation 
accelerates.Despite knowing that in today's world, no mar-
ketplace offers a guarantee of unadulterated goods, people 
place blind faith in the marketplace of spirituality. Even after 
being swindled by one charlatan, people blame their own 
fate and, in a bid to escape their next predicament, seek ref-
uge at the feet of yet another imposter. It is precisely this 
tendency that ensures these charlatans' businesses never 
cease to thrive. On the contrary, many of them enjoy direct 
state patronage and political protection, making it difficult 
even for the administration to muster the courage to take ac-
tion against them. The recent unmasking of 'Captain 
Kharat'—a charlatan active in the Ahilyanagar and Nashik 
regions of Maharashtra—stands as a stark illustration of this 
very system of organized exploitation. Claiming to offer de-
liverance from problems through clairvoyance, this indi-
vidual had donned the guise of a spiritual guide and a pos-
sessor of 'divine powers.' His devotees included not only the 
common people but also prominent political leaders, minis-
ters, and distinguished entrepreneurs—a fact that fueled 
speculation that he enjoyed an impenetrable shield of pro-
tection. However, a single case of fraud has now completely 
torn away the mask concealing this twisted criminal nature.
The Captain Kharat case is not merely confined to the crimes 
of a single individual; rather, it serves as a chilling reflection 
of the superstitions, fears, and blind faith deeply embedded 
within the collective psyche of our society. This charlatan’s 
modus operandi was utterly ruthless: using concepts such as 
'remedies,' 'rituals,' 'astrological defects,' or 'ancestral curs-
es' to instill fear in people, and then exploiting their helpless-
ness to physically and mentally abuse women. Administer-
ing sedatives to commit sexual assault—and subsequently 
filming these acts to blackmail the victims—constitutes not 
merely a series of isolated personal crimes, but rather an or-
ganized chain of exploitation. When such perverse tenden-
cies receive social or political patronage, public faith in the 
justice system begins to waver. Therefore, the investigation 
into this case must not be limited solely to securing a convic-
tion for Kharat; it is, instead, the need of the hour to expose 
the entire political and social nexus that enabled and nur-
tured his criminal activities.In the context of women's safety, 
this case serves as a grave wake-up call. Such exploitation, 
perpetrated through the gross abuse of trust, stands as a stark 
indicator of our society's moral degradation. It is imperative 
that women remain highly vigilant regarding such self-
styled 'Gurus' and promptly report any suspicious activities. 
Maharashtra is heir to a rich legacy of the Warkari tradition 
and progressive thought; indeed, figures ranging from Sant 
Tukaram Maharaj to Gadge Baba have vehemently de-
nounced and combated charlatanism. Although Maharash-
tra has pioneered the enactment of an Anti-Superstition 
Act—thereby setting a precedent for the entire nation—the 
darkness of superstition continues to persist within the 
grassroots of our society. Change is possible only when all 
three levels—the education system (by fostering a scientific 
temper rather than merely dispensing degrees), the media 
(by refusing to provide a platform for advertisements featur-
ing such charlatans), and the administration (by taking strict 
action without succumbing to any political intimidation)—
work in unison.Ultimately, the 'Captain Kharat' episode has 
once again confronted us with that same fundamental ques-
tion: Are we truly a rational society? Or do we, the moment a 
crisis strikes, cast aside logic and become patrons of the 
charlatans peddling their wares in the marketplace of super-
stition? Finding the answer to this question is not solely the 
responsibility of the government or the judiciary; it is the 
duty of every conscientious citizen. As long as society fails 
to rely on reason and science to confront adversity, tenden-
cies akin to that of 'Captain Kharat' will continue to roam 
freely within our midst, donning ever-changing masks. Put-
ting an end to the patronage such charlatans receive—often 
from those in power—and shutting down this nefarious 
trade conducted in the name of faith has now become abso-
lutely imperative for the social well-being of our society. 
Embracing the values of reason, scientific temper, and per-
sonal responsibility remains the only effective means to curb 
such perverse tendencies; otherwise, the relentless series of 
incidents that strip society of its moral dignity will continue 
unabated.

The Marketplace of Faith and 
the Vise of Charlatanism

The Department of 
Fisheries, Ministry of 
Fisheries,Animal Husband-
ry And Dairying, Govern-
ment of India, is organizing 
the National Conference on 
Cold Water Fisheries at the 
Sher-e-Kashmir Interna-
tional Conference Centre 
(SKICC), Srinagar, Jammu 
& Kashmir on 14th March 
2026. The event will be held 
under the guidance of 
Hon’ble Union Minister 
Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh, 
Ministry of Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry & Dairying 
(MoFAHD) and Panchayati 
Raj, in the august presence 
of Shri Manoj Sinha, 
Hon’ble Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Jammu & Kashmir; 
Shri Omar Abdullah, 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Jammu and Kashmir; Prof. 
S.P. Singh Baghel, Hon’ble 
MoS, MoFAHD, GoI; Shri 
George Kurian, Hon’ble 
MoS, MoFAHD, GoI; and 
Shri Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Hon’ble Minister, Agricul-
ture Production Depart-
ment, Jammu & Kashmir. 
This will be a first‑of‑its‑kind 
national dialogue on sus-
tainably harnessing the po-
tential of India’s Cold-Water 
Fisheries for growth and 
prosperity.

India’s Cold Water fish-
eries form a unique and 
valuable segment of the 
country’s aquaculture land-
scape, thriving predomi-
nantly in the high-altitude 
regions of the Himalayas, 

parts of the Northeast, and 
select zones of the peninsu-
lar highlands. It is spread 
across Jammu & Kashmir, 
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim, and parts 
of the Western Ghats, North-
east and peninsular regions, 
collectively covering over 
5.33 lakh sq. km of moun-
tainous terrain. This vast ge-
ography is enriched with 
pristine rivers, streams, 
lakes, and reservoirs, offer-
ing ideal ecological condi-
tions for the growth and di-
versification of Cold Water 
fish species. With more than 
278 identified Cold Water 
fish species, these ecosys-
tems offer immense poten-
tial for livelihood genera-
tion, nutrition security, 
scientific aquaculture and 
biodiversity conservation.

Under the Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sampada 
Yojana (PMMSY), the De-
partment of Fisheries, Gov-
ernment of India has under-
taken major initiatives to 
strengthen the Cold-Water 
fisheries segment. A dedi-
cated investment of 
₹2,299.56 crore has been 
sanctioned to Cold Water 
states to modernize infra-
structure, expand hatcher-
ies, enhance seed and feed 
systems, develop raceway 
facilities, strengthen trans-
port and cold-chain net-
works, and support liveli-
hood-oriented activities. 
These interventions are 

building the foundation for a 
modern, technology-driven 
Cold Water aquaculture eco-
system in India.

During the Conference, 
Hon’ble Union Minister 
FAHD Shri Rajiv Ranjan 
Singh will release the “Mod-
el Guidelines for the Devel-
opment of Cold Water Fish-
eries”, distribute scheme 
benefits to Traditional and 
Progressive Cold-Water 
fishers, Fisheries Coopera-
tives under PM-MKSSY, 

and Kisan Credit Card ben-
eficiaries along with awards 
distribution to the Best FF-
POs and Best Fisheries 
Start-ups from Jammu & 
Kashmir. The Technical ses-
sion will deliberate on key 
thematic areas including re-
search and innovation, tech-
nology adoption, infrastruc-
ture expansion, institutional 
convergence and entrepre-
neurship development.

The event aims to bring 
together policymakers, ex-
perts, researchers and stake-
holders from Jammu & 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sik-
kim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Megha-
laya, Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka and Ker-
ala to explore collaborative 
pathways for sectoral ad-
vancement. By fostering 
knowledge exchange and 
aligning national and state 
priorities, the Conference 
seeks to accelerate sustain-
able growth in the Cold Wa-
ter fisheries sector.

India’s premium Cold 
Water species such as Rain-

bow Trout, Brown Trout and 
Mahseer represent a high-
value segment with signifi-
cant growth potential. Tar-
geted policy interventions 
have enabled trout produc-
tion to grow nearly 1.8 times 
over the past decade. Yet In-
dia continues to import 
Salmon and premium Trout 
underscoring the need to ex-
pand domestic capacity. To 
address this, the Govern-
ment of India has laid out the 
National Vision for Cold 

Water Fisheries 2030, which 
aims to double cold water 
fish production (such as 
Trout and Mahseer) and 
generate livelihood oppor-

tunities.In this context, the 
National Conference serves 

as a timely and strategic in-
tervention, providing a vital 
platform for dialogue, part-
nership and roadmap devel-
opment to accelerate Cold 
Water fisheries, enhance 
sustainable livelihoods and 
strengthen nutritional secu-
rity in India’s hilly and re-
mote regions.

Over the past decade, 
the Government of India has 
created a strong investment 
architecture to support fish-
eries across the country, in-

cluding the Cold-Water re-
gions. Beginning with the 
Blue Revolution scheme 
and followed by major na-
tional programs such as 

FIDF, PMMSY and 
PMMKSSY, an investment 

of over ₹39,272 crore has 
been envisaged, of which 
projects worth ₹34,266 
crore have already been ap-
proved.

Under PMMSY, the De-
partment of Fisheries has 
approved 5,600 raceways, 
54 hatcheries, 5,600 trout 
rearing units, 293 cold stor-
ages, 8,044 transport vehi-
cles and 260 feed mills, 
these activities are directly 
benefiting the Cold Water 
Fish farmers and have sig-
nificantly improved produc-
tion and distribution net-
works across states. Along 
with these activities, Insur-
ance support to 33.78 lakh 
fishermen and livelihood 
and nutritional support to 
23.51 lakh families have 
been provided ensuring so-
cial security and resilience 
among mountain communi-
ties

Among the twelve Inte-
grated Aqua Parks (IAP) ap-
proved nationally, four 
IAPs, namely Anantnag in 
Kashmir, Udham Singh 
Nagar in Uttarakhand, Ziro 
in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Mokokchung in Nagaland, 
fall under Cold Water fisher-
ies. Notably, the Aqua Parks 
provide state-of-the-art fa-
cilities support fisheries de-
velopment and ensure end to 
end connectivity throughout 
the value chain.

In addition, the Depart-
ment of Fisheries, Govern-
ment of India has notified 
Cold Water fisheries clusters 
including Jammu and Kash-
mir with Anantnag as the 
leading district, Uttara-
khand with Pithoragarh as 
the leading district and Him-
achal Pradesh with Kullu as 
the leading district.

In order to strengthen 
supply chain for inland and 
high-altitude aquaculture in 
the future, the Department 
of Fisheries, GoI is also inte-
grating unmanned aerial ve-
hicles into India’s aquacul-
ture logistics via Drone 
technology. A pilot has been 
conducted which demon-
strated that drone transport 
can reduce spoilage, im-
prove access to markets and 
significantly enhance farm-
er returns in remote and in-
frastructure deficient areas 
where conventional trans-
port is slow or unreliable.

National Conference on Cold 
water Fisheries in Srinagar

As informed by Department of 
Financial Services (DFS), Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) 
was launched on 08.04.2015 to ex-
tend collateral free credit up to 
Rs.20 lakh by Member Lending 
Institutions (MLIs), i.e. Scheduled 
Commercial Banks (SCBs), Non-
Banking Financial Companies 
(NBFCs) and Micro Finance Insti-
tutions (MFIs). Any individual, 
who is otherwise eligible to take a 
loan and has a business plan for 

small business enterprise can avail 
loan under the Scheme for income 
generating activities in the manu-
facturing, trading, service sectors 
including activities allied to agri-
culture across four loan categories, 
viz. Shishu (loans upto Rs. 50,000), 
Kishor (loans above Rs. 50,000 
and upto Rs. 5 lakh), Tarun (loans 
above Rs. 5 lakh and upto Rs. 10 
lakh) and Tarun Plus (loans above 
Rs. 10 lakh and upto Rs. 20 lakh for 
those entrepreneurs who have 

availed and successfully repaid 
previous loans under the ‘Tarun’ 
category w.e.f. 24.10.2024).

The Scheme provides funding 
to small businesses, handicrafts, 
agriculture-allied activities and 
traditional enterprises on which 
many women rely for income. Fur-
ther, women, who often lack collat-
eral or credit history, have benefit-
ed from collateral-free loans 
provided under PMMY.

With a view to incentivize suc-

cessful borrowers under the Prad-
han Mantri MUDRA Yojana 
(PMMY), a new category of Mu-
dra Loans, namely ‘Tarun Plus’ 
was introduced in 2024-25 for 
those borrowers who have success-
fully repaid their Mudra loan under 
Tarun Category. Under ‘Tarun 
Plus’, collateral free loans upto  Rs. 
20 lakhs are provided to such bor-
rowers.

The Government has taken 
several measures in order to sim-

plify the loan application process 
and ensure the timely disbursal of 
loans. Portals like Jan Samarth has 
been created with 15 credit linked 
schemes where the applicant can 
have the self-journey or assisted 
journey for applying specified 
loans.

This information was given by 
the Minister of State for Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises Su-
shri Shobha Karandlaje in a written 
reply in Lok Sabha.

PM Mudra Yojana Provides Collateral-Free Loans 
up to ₹20 Lakh to Entrepreneurs and Enterprises

Union Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) for Science & 
Technology, Earth Sciences, and 
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public 
Grievances, Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
today laid the foundation stone of a 
major Multi National Company 
pharmaceutical manufacturing fa-
cility at Village Gadadhar in district 
Kathua.

The project, with investment of 
over Rs 600 to 700 cr, is being set up 
by Orchid Pharma with facilitation 
from Biotechnology Industry Re-
search Assistance Council (BI-
RAC), under the Department of 
Biotechnology, Government of In-
dia,

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. 
Jitendra Singh said the investment 
of around 600 crore rupees, being 
made under the Government of In-
dia’s Production Linked Incentive 
Scheme, reflects growing confi-
dence in the industrial and innova-
tion potential of the Jammu & 
Kashmir region. He said the facility 
is expected to generate direct em-
ployment for nearly 400 people, 
while creating an equal number of 
indirect employment opportunities 

for suppliers, logistics providers 
and other allied sectors.

The Minister highlighted that 
with its growing industrial infra-
structure Kathua has the potential 
to emerge as a significant pharma-
ceutical manufacturing hub on In-
dia’s pharma export map.

Dr. Jitendra Singh described 
the project as a major breakthrough 
for the pharmaceutical sector in the 
region, noting that the facility will 
manufacture the critical antibiotic 
intermediate Amino Cephalospo-
ranic Acid (ACA), a key compo-
nent in the production of cephalo-
sporin antibiotics. At present, India 
depends almost entirely on imports 
of this intermediate from China, 
which creates vulnerabilities in 
supply security, pricing stability 
and healthcare access.

The Minister said,the Kathua 
facility would significantly 
strengthen India’s strategic capa-
bilities in pharmaceutical manufac-
turing and reduce import depen-
dence on critical intermediates. 
“Antibiotics are foundational to 
modern healthcare, and the pan-
demic showed how dependence on 
a single geography for essential in-

puts can quickly become a national 
vulnerability".

Highlighting the broader poli-
cy vision, Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
the initiative reflects the vision of 
the Prime Minister Sh. Narendra 
Modi to make India self-reliant in 
critical healthcare technologies and 
pharmaceutical supply chains. He 
also referred to the newly an-
nounced ₹10,000 crore Biopharma 
Shakti initiative in the Union Bud-
get aimed at strengthening India’s 
biotechnology and biopharmaceu-
tical ecosystem.

The Minister noted that India is 
rapidly emerging as a major player 
in the global biotechnology and 

pharmaceutical sector, currently 
ranking third in biomanufacturing 
in the Asia‑Pacific region and 30th 
globally. “The establishment of 
such advanced pharmaceutical 
manufacturing units has the poten-
tial to place Kathua on India’s phar-
maceutical export map,” he said.

Dr. Jitendra Singh emphasized 
that the Kathua project reflects In-
dia’s intent to move up the pharma-
ceutical value chain thereby rein-
forcing the country’s role as a 
reliable global supplier of essential 
medicines, particularly for coun-
tries that depend on India during 
health emergencies.

He added that establishing ad-

vanced pharmaceutical manufac-
turing in Jammu & Kashmir signals 
a new development approach fo-
cused on capability building, skill 
development and long-term value 
creation. “This is not merely about 
reducing imports; it is about build-
ing strategic capability where it 
matters most,” he said, adding that 
such projects integrate regions like 
Jammu & Kashmir into the national 
growth story through knowledge-
driven industries.The Minister said 
projects like this not only expand 
India’s pharmaceutical capacity but 
also strengthen the country’s health 
security by ensuring the availabili-
ty and affordability of essential 
medicines even during global dis-
ruptions.

Secretary of the Department of 
Biotechnology, Dr. Rajesh Gokhale 
said that the bioeconomy is crucial 
for strengthening the country’s sci-
entific and economic capabilities, 
adding that science-led biomanu-
facturing initiatives such as emerg-
ing efforts in Kathua demonstrate 
how India is building the capacity 
to become a strong global competi-
tor in biotechnology and advanced 
manufacturing.

J&K on India’s pharma export map
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Pune:  Hemant Patil, National 
President of India Against Corrup-
tion (IAC), has welcomed the swift 
action taken by Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis in the alleged as-
trologer case from Nashik.

He stated that the developments 
in the ‘Captain’ case have led to an 
embarrassing situation, forcing State 
Women’s Commission Chairperson 
Rupali Chakankar to resign.

Patil expressed concern that if 
individuals holding constitutional 
positions are seen indirectly support-
ing anti-women activities, it raises 
serious questions about governance 
and public trust. He praised the Chief 
Minister for personally intervening 
and expediting the investigation, 

highlighting his commitment to en-
suring timely justice for victims.

The case gained widespread at-

tention after serious allegations of 
sexual exploitation were levelled 
against Ashok Kharat in Nashik. The 

controversy deepened after photos of 
Chakankar with Kharat and a video 
of a ceremonial ritual involving him 
went viral, sparking public outrage.

Following directives for Chakan-
kar’s resignation, Patil termed the 
move as a step in the right direction. 
However, he emphasised that the 
matter should not end with a resigna-
tion alone. He called for a thorough 
and impartial investigation, demand-
ing strict action against all those 
found guilty.

Patil further stressed that the vic-
tims must receive swift and effective 
justice, and urged the government to 
implement strong preventive mea-
sures to ensure that such incidents do 
not recur in the future.

Swift action in ‘Captain’ case 
welcomed; Call for justice for victims Mumbai:  Vice Pres-

ident of India, C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan, today inau-
gurated a Jain literature 
exhibition at Maharashtra 
Lok Bhavan during his vis-
it to attend the Jain Diksha 
Mahotsav.

Along with Governor 
Jishnu Dev Varma and Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis, the Vice President vis-
ited the exhibition showcas-
ing Jain Tirthankar idols and 
ancient Jain manuscripts.

The Vice President 
stated that the teachings of 
Mahavira are more rele-
vant today than ever before. 
Through his life, he con-
veyed the message of renun-
ciation and simple living.

He further noted that 
Jainism has a noble tradi-
tion of renouncing worldly 
attachments and dedicating 
oneself to the service of so-
ciety, which is truly exem-
plary.Referring to history, 
he mentioned that at one 
time nearly two-thirds of the 
population of Tamil Nadu 
followed Jainism and that 
Jain monks made immense 
contributions to Tamil liter-
ature.

Governor Jishnu Dev 
Varma observed that Jainism 
has played a significant role 
in preserving Indian culture. 
He noted that the Diksha 
tradition is an integral part 

of Sanatan culture and high-
lighted the contributions of 
the Jain community even 
in northeastern states like 
Tripura and Nagaland.The 
Governor emphasized that 
the tradition of renouncing 
all material wealth and em-
bracing asceticism is unique 
to India. He explained that 
non-violence is not limited 
to physical actions; even 
violent thoughts constitute a 
form of violence. True dhar-
ma, he said, lies in ahimsa, 
which paves the path to 
success.CM Fadnavis stat-
ed that the Jain community 
contributes significantly to 
the country’s gross income 
and is also at the forefront 
of philanthropy. He high-
lighted that Jainism consid-
ers not only the welfare of 
human beings but also that 
of all living and non-living 
entities, including subtle life 
forms.

Appreciating the efforts 
of the Jain community in 
preserving ancient manu-
scripts, the Chief Minister 
appealed for their support in 
the restoration of old tem-
ples across the state.On this 
occasion, the Vice President 
felicitated youths who un-
dertook Jain Diksha as well 
as donors who contributed 
to the preservation of Jain 
literature.

Minister for Skill De-
velopment Mangal Prabhat 
Lodha, Managing Trustee 
of Shri Adhyatma Parivar 
Trust Hitendra Mota, and 
trustees Rajesh Chandan 
and Babulal Bhansali were 
present at the event.Earlier, 
on 8 February at Borivali, a 
total of 18 men and 46 wom-
en from different states and 
age groups embraced Jain 
Diksha, marking the occa-
sion for organizing the Jain 
Diksha Mahotsav.

VP inaugurates Jain exhibition 
at Lok Bhavan in Mumbai

Pune: Marking the mar-
tyrdom day of Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji Maharaj and in the 
festive spirit of Gudi Padwa, 
social activist Suresh Sakpal 
set a remarkable example 
by donating blood for the 
101st time, reinforcing the 
importance of humanitarian 
service.

Sakpal, founder-pres-
ident of Sujay Pratishthan 

and Maitri Raktachi, active-
ly participated in a large-
scale blood donation and 
health check-up camp held 
in Pune.

The camp was organized 
by the Hindu Group Ravi-
war Peth and supported by 
Adarsh Seva Mandal. The 
event witnessed the presence 
of office bearers, dedicated 
volunteers, and a significant 

number of citizens.
On this special occasion, 

Sakpal’s 101st blood dona-
tion stood out as a power-
ful symbol of commitment 
to social service and public 
welfare, inspiring many at-
tendees at the event.

Speaking during the pro-
gram, Sakpal highlighted the 
critical importance of blood 
donation, calling it one of the 

noblest forms of charity that 
directly contributes to saving 
lives.He emphasized that a 
single act of donating blood 
can help multiple patients 
in need, especially during 
emergencies, surgeries, and 
medical treatments.Urging 
the youth to take initiative, 
Sakpal appealed to them 
to make blood donation a 
regular habit rather than a 

one-time effort, stressing its 
long-term impact on soci-
ety.He also noted that there 
is often a shortage of blood 
in hospitals, and voluntary 
donors play a crucial role in 
bridging this gap.The event 
not only focused on blood 
donation but also included 
health check-ups, promoting 
awareness about preventive 
healthcare among citizens.

Social worker Suresh Sakpal sets inspiring 
example with 101st blood donation

Pune:  Iconic characters 
‘Cinderella’ from Jhali Kay 
Gammat and ‘Rani’ from 
Shepticha Shaap, both from 
plays written by veteran 
writer, playwright, and di-
rector Sai Paranjpye, came 
to life as the yesteryear ac-
tors who personified those 
roles, interacted with young 
child artists during a special 
event here on Sunday in the 
run up to a Children’s The-
atre Festival.

The occasion marked 
the ceremonial script wor-
ship (Sanhita Pujan) of six 
children’s plays authored 
by Paranjpye, organised by 
Samvad Pune as part of her 
90th birthday ceebrations.. 
The festival, scheduled from 
April 18, will showcase 
these plays across Pune and 
its suburbs.

The theatre festival will 
feature six plays: Shepticha 
Shaap, Jhali Kay Gammat, 
Pakshyanche Kavi Sam-
melan, Salo Ki Palo, Ja-
ducha Shankh, and Patte 
Nagarit. Posters of all six 
plays were unveiled by dig-
nitaries and child artists at 
the event.

The script worship cer-
emony at the Patrakar Bha-
van was conducted by Anjali 
Phadke-Joshi and Sandhya 
Devrukhkar, who had per-

formed in Paranjpye’s chil-
dren’s plays around 60 years 
ago—playing ‘Cinderella’ 
and ‘Rani’ respectively. The 
event was attended by noted 
personalities including chil-
dren’s writer Rajiv Tambe, 
along with organisers Sunil 
Mahajan, Nikita Moghe, and 
director Devendra Bhide.

Sunil Mahajan high-
lighted that the festival is 
being organised in collab-
oration with five theatre 
groups active in Pune’s chil-
dren’s theatre scene.

 The festival aims to 
bring quality children’s 
theatre to audiences while 
paying tribute to Sai Paranj-
pye’s immense contribution.

Recalling her early days, 
Anjali Phadke-Joshi shared 
that her association with 
Paranjpye began during her 

time at Balodyan, which led 
her to act in these plays. She 
credited Paranjpye for shap-
ing her journey in theatre.

Sandhya Devrukhkar 
noted that Paranjpye’s work 
has played a vital role in 
nurturing generations of 
child artists and promoting 
Marathi language and cul-
ture. She added that even af-
ter six decades, these plays 
continue to entertain while 
instilling strong cultural val-
ues.

Rajiv Tambe reminisced 
about being deeply influ-
enced by Paranjpye’s play 
Jaducha Shankh and ex-
pressed joy that her timeless 
children’s plays are return-
ing to the stage once again.

Director Devendra 
Bhide elaborated on the con-
cept of the festival.

Children’s Theatre Festival Organisers 
Honour Sai Paranjpye’s Legacy in Pune

Nashik:  Self-pro-
claimed godman and nu-
merologist Captain Ashok 
Kharat, who is currently 
in custody on charges of 
allegedly sexually exploit-
ing multiple women, was 
interrogated for nearly sev-
en hours on Sunday by a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) constituted by the Ma-
harashtra Government.The 
prolonged questioning forms 
part of an ongoing probe into 
serious allegations against 
Kharat, with investigators 
seeking to gather detailed in-
formation regarding the ac-
cusations and identify poten-
tial victims and accomplices, 
if any.According to officials, 
the SIT has been tasked with 
conducting a comprehensive 
and time-bound investiga-
tion into the case, given the 
gravity and sensitivity of 
the allegations.After the ex-
tensive round of interroga-
tion, Kharat was once again 
sent back to police custody 
for further questioning and 
investigation.Sources said 
that the SIT is examining 
multiple aspects of the case, 
including the circumstanc-
es under which the alleged 
incidents took place and the 
methods allegedly used by 
the accused.

‘Captain’ Ashok Kharat 
interrogated today for 
seven hours by SIT

Jalna:  Shabbir Ahmed 
Ansari, founder and nation-
al president of the All India 
Muslim OBC Organisation 
and one of Maharashtra’s 
most prominent voices for 
social justice, passed away 
on Sunday in Jalna district.

He was 75 and had de-
voted more than 45 years to 
the cause of religion-neutral 
reservations and empow-
erment of Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs), particu-
larly among Muslim com-
munities. He is survived by 
his wife, three sons and six 
daughters. His last rites are 
scheduled to be performed 
in Jalna at 9 pm.Born into 
a modest farming family in 
Jalna, Ansari grew up in a 
tin-roofed house and had 
limited access to formal ed-
ucation, never attended uni-
versity and possessed only 
basic knowledge of English. 
Despite these constraints, 
he emerged as a self-taught 
grassroots leader deeply 
connected with rural back-
ward communities.Inspired 
by socialist leaders such as 
Ram Manohar Lohia and 
Karpoori Thakur, he began 
organising occupational 
Muslim groups including 
weavers (Julahas), butchers 
(Qureishis), barbers (Nais), 

vegetable growers (Raeens), 
oil pressers (Telis) and gar-
deners (Malis), who faced 
social and educational mar-
ginalisation despite their 
religious identity.In 1978, 
Ansari, along with Vilas 
Sonone and Hasan Kamal, 
founded the All India Mus-
lim OBC Organisation, 
building a strong movement 
across Maharashtra and later 
nationwide. Under his lead-
ership, more than 100 major 
gatherings were organised, 
including significant rallies 
in Aurangabad and Luc-
know.His sustained advoca-
cy played a key role in the 
Maharashtra government’s 
decision on December 7, 
1994 to include socially 
and educationally backward 
Muslim communities in the 
OBC category following 
the implementation of the 
Mandal Commission recom-
mendations.Subsequently, 
over 57 Government Res-
olutions (GRs) were issued 
to simplify certification and 
extend benefits to Muslim 
OBC communities. Ansari 
also earned rare administra-
tive trust, with former Chief 
Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh 
reportedly authorising him 
to recommend OBC certif-
icates directly.Throughout 

his career, Ansari maintained 
a firm ideological position 
on reservation policies. He 
opposed proposals such as 
carving out a 4.5 per cent 
minority sub-quota from 
the 27 per cent OBC quota, 

arguing that such measures 
would divide Hindu and 
Muslim OBCs and harm 
the most backward sections. 
He consistently advocated 
for religion-neutral reserva-
tions and supported the full 
implementation of the Ran-
ganath Mishra Commission 
report.Ansari’s journey was 
marked by strong resistance. 
Sections of the Ashraf Mus-
lim elite and organisations 
accused him of dividing 
the community, while even 
some backward Muslim 
groups initially resisted quo-
ta demands. He also faced 

personal threats and attacks, 
including an attempted 
stabbing, along with inter-
nal betrayals. Despite this, 
he continued his activism 
with determination.He re-
ceived notable support from 

legendary film actor Dilip 
Kumar, who stood firmly 
behind the Muslim OBC 
movement during critical 
phases. Dilip Kumar accept-
ed patronage of the organi-
sation in 1990, participated 
in several gatherings and 
referred to himself as a “gar-
dener” of the movement, 
helping spread awareness 
against caste-based discrim-
ination.Ansari also shared 
a long-standing association 
with senior OBC leader and 
former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Chhagan Bhujbal. Both 
leaders worked together on 

several platforms, includ-
ing the All India Muslim 
OBC Conference’s Sam-
vidhan Samman Sammelan 
in Mumbai in 2018, where 
they opposed any attempts 
to alter the Constitution and 
demanded justice for OBC 
communities.Bhujbal had 
publicly expressed his read-
iness to work “shoulder to 
shoulder” with Ansari. In 
May 2025, when Ansari was 
admitted to Tata Hospital in 
Mumbai due to ill health, 
Bhujbal was among the first 
prominent leaders to visit 
him, reflecting their close 
personal and ideological 
bond.In recent years, Ansa-
ri remained active in public 
debates. In 2024, he opposed 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s move to include sec-
tions of the Maratha com-
munity in the OBC category 
through Kunbi certificates, 
joining leaders like Chhagan 
Bhujbal, Prakash Shendge 
and Vijay Wadettiwar in 
raising concerns over its im-
pact on existing OBC rights.
His life and struggles were 
documented in the Marathi 
non-fiction autobiography 
“Mandal Nama”, compiled 
by Dilip Waghmare and 
later translated into Urdu 
by Malik Akbar. The book 

was released in 2024 at 
Mumbai’s Khilafat House, 
where speakers described 
him as a “revolutionary” 
and a “standing hero from 
zero” who compelled polit-
ical leadership to recognise 
Muslim OBC reservations 
through relentless effort.

Ansari was widely re-
spected for his selfless ap-
proach, never seeking per-
sonal political gains such as 
Rajya Sabha membership 
or other positions. His com-
mitment earned him respect 
across political lines.Follow-
ing his demise, condolence 
meetings are being held in 
Jalna, Aurangabad, Mumbai 
and other regions. Leaders 
including Chhagan Bhujbal, 
Vijay Wadettiwar, Abu Asim 
Azmi, Mohammad Arif Na-
seem Khan and Maulana 
Abdul Qayyum Nadvi paid 
tributes, describing his death 
as a major loss to the OBC 
movement.Shabbir Ahmed 
Ansari’s lifelong struggle 
for Muslim OBC reserva-
tion, social justice and unity 
among backward communi-
ties benefitted thousands of 
families. His work is expect-
ed to remain a strong foun-
dation for future generations 
advocating equitable rights 
and inclusive policies.

Veteran OBC leader and Champion of Muslim 
OBC Rights Shabbir Ansari passes away

Nanded:  A man was 
killed after his two-wheeler 
caught fire near the Eidgah 
in Nanded, Maharashtra, on 
Saturday prompting a de-
tailed investigation by the 
police amid reports of explo-
sion-like sounds during the 
incident.

The incident occurred 
when the man was travelling 
across a bridge in the Wa-
jegaon Bandhara area near 
the city.

According to police offi-
cials, the incident took place 
between around 9:30 am and 
10:00 am, when the vehicle 
suddenly caught fire while 
he was on the bridge. Eye-
witnesses said that during 
the blaze, sounds similar to 
explosions were heard not 
only from the vehicle but 
also from the victim’s body, 
creating panic among people 
present at the spot.

The fire was extremely 
intense, leaving the victim 
with nearly 90 per cent burn 
injuries. He was immediate-
ly shifted to a government 
hospital, but he succumbed 
to the injuries. The incident 
gained additional sensitivity 
as Eid prayers were under-
way at a nearby Eidgah at 
the time, prompting author-
ities to take the matter very 
seriously.

Senior police officers 
from Nanded rushed to the 
spot soon after receiving 
information and initiated a 
preliminary investigation. 
Authorities are examining 
whether the incident was 
purely accidental or whether 
there is any other underlying 
cause. A forensic team has 
also been called in to assist 
with the probe.

Officials are trying to 
determine the exact rea-
son behind the sudden fire 
in the two-wheeler and the 
cause of the explosion-like 
sounds reported by witness-
es. Multiple angles are being 
investigated, and various 
speculations have surfaced 
regarding the incident.

Police conducted a 
panchnama at the spot, and 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police Suraj Guru said 
that a thorough investigation 
is being carried out from 
all possible angles. Some 
materials recovered from 
the scene have been sent 
to the forensic laboratory 
for analysis.The identity of 
the deceased has been con-
firmed, but the details have 
not been disclosed yet due 
to the ongoing investigation. 
Police teams have also been 
deployed to probe different 
aspects of the case further.

Man dies after bike catches fire near 
Eidgah in Nanded, Explosion-like 

sounds during blaze raise concerns

Nagpur:  union Min-
ister and president of the 
Republican Party of India 
(A), Ramdas Athawale, on 
Saturday indicated that his 
party is considering staying 
out of the upcoming West 
Bengal Assembly Elections 
to prevent a split in votes, 
while extending full support 
to the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP).

Addressing a press con-
ference in Nagpur, Athawale 
said that although RPI (A) 
has a presence in West Ben-
gal, the party may refrain 

from fielding candidates in 
the state to strengthen the 
BJP’s prospects.

However, he clarified 
that the party will actively 
contest elections in other 
states, including Assam, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry.

Providing details, Atha-
wale said the party is likely 
to field candidates in 25–30 
constituencies in Tamil 
Nadu, 15–20 in Assam and 
8–10 in Kerala, along with 
participation in Puducherry 
polls.

The 294-member West 
Bengal Assembly elections 
are scheduled to be held in 
two phases on April 23 and 
29.

Meanwhile, Assam, 
Kerala and Puducherry will 
go to polls on April 9, while 
Tamil Nadu will vote on 
April 23.

Counting of votes for all 
states will take place on May 
4.On another issue, Atha-
wale termed the allegations 
against self-styled godman 
Ashok Kharat as “very se-
rious” and demanded strict 

action.
Kharat, who claimed to 

be a retired Merchant Navy 
officer and was popularly 
known as “Captain”, has 
been accused of sexually 
assaulting a woman over a 
period of three years.

He also called for the 
immediate appointment of a 
new chairperson to the Ma-
harashtra State Commission 
for Women following the 
resignation of NCP leader 
Rupali Chakankar amid the 
controversy surrounding the 
case.

RPI (A) likely to skip Bengal polls, says 
Athawale, hints full support to BJP

Sangli:  Chandrakant Patil, Ma-
harashtra’s Higher and Technical Ed-
ucation Minister, has stressed the im-
portance of financial independence for 
women, stating that empowering wom-
en economically is key to strengthening 
families and, in turn, the nation’s econ-
omy.

Speaking at a Women Entrepre-
neurship Development Training Pro-
gram, Patil highlighted that enabling 
women to earn and support their fam-
ilies not only improves household sta-
bility but also contributes significantly 
to overall economic growth.

He emphasized that women must 
be equipped with the skills and oppor-
tunities needed to become self-reliant 
and capable of supporting not just their 
families but also their communities.

“If a woman is empowered, the en-
tire family will be empowered and if 
the family is empowered, the country’s 
economy will be strong,” Patil said, un-
derlining the broader impact of wom-
en’s empowerment.

To promote this vision, he an-
nounced that around 900 women in 
the district are being provided entre-
preneurship training under the District 

Annual Plan.
The initiative aims to equip women 

with practical skills, business knowl-
edge, and confidence to start and man-
age their own enterprises, particularly 
in rural areas.Patil, who also serves as 
the district guardian minister, said that 
such programs are crucial in unlocking 
the potential of women and integrating 
them into the economic mainstream.

He noted that women hold im-
mense strength and influence in society 
and that empowering them can lead to 
transformative social and economic 
change.

900 women in Sangli being provided 
entrepreneurship training: Chandrakant Patil
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Mumbai : Ricky Kej has 
weighed into the intensify-
ing “propaganda versus 
truth” debate within the Indi-
an film industry, describing 
Dhurandhar as a “revolu-
tion” that presents “unvar-
nished truths” and reflects 
what he called a renewed 
sense of national identity.

Kej’s remarks come at a 
time when discussions 
around storytelling in Indian 
cinema have become in-
creasingly polarised, with 
filmmakers, critics, and au-
diences debating the balance 
between artistic expression 
and ideological messaging.

Speaking about the fran-
chise helmed by Aditya 
Dhar, Kej suggested that the 
films mark a departure from 
long-established narrative 
patterns in mainstream cine-
ma.

He argued that for de-
cades, Bollywood has often 
normalised certain storytell-
ing conventions, including 
sympathetic portrayals of 
antagonists, predictable 
character arcs, and depic-
tions of Indian traditions as 
regressive.

According to Kej, such 
recurring patterns have sub-

tly shaped audience percep-
tions over time, influencing 
how stories are consumed 
and interpreted.

In contrast, he said the 
“Dhurandhar” films attempt 
to break away from these 
conventions by embracing 
what he described as more 
rooted and assertive story-
telling.

He positioned the fran-
chise as part of a broader 
shift in Indian cinema, where 
narratives are increasingly 
being re-examined through a 
cultural and national lens.

Kej’s comments have 
sparked a wider conversation 
across the industry, with re-
actions pouring in from vari-
ous quarters, reflecting dif-
fering perspectives on the 
issue.

While some voices have 
supported his views, calling 
for more authentic and cul-
turally grounded narratives, 
others have urged caution 
against labelling earlier cine-
matic trends as propaganda.

Critics of this emerging 
viewpoint argue that such 
generalisations risk oversim-

plifying the diverse storytell-
ing traditions that have exist-
ed in Indian cinema over the 
decades.

They also warn that in 
attempting to correct past 
narratives, filmmakers could 
unintentionally swing too far 
in the opposite direction, po-
tentially compromising nu-
ance and balance.

Industry observers note 
that the debate extends be-
yond a single film or fran-
chise, touching upon funda-
mental questions about 
creative freedom and artistic 

responsibility.
The discussion also 

highlights the challenge of 
maintaining ideological bal-
ance while catering to evolv-
ing audience expectations in 
both domestic and global 
markets.

As cinema continues to 
evolve, the role of filmmak-
ers in shaping narratives — 
and the responsibility that 
comes with it — remains at 
the centre of this ongoing 
discourse.

Amid this backdrop, 
Dhurandhar 2: The Revenge 
has continued to draw atten-
tion, not only for its reported 
box office performance but 
also for fuelling a broader 
conversation on truth, per-
spective, and storytelling.

The film’s reception un-
derscores how modern cine-
ma is increasingly becoming 
a space for dialogue and de-
bate, where entertainment 
intersects with ideology.

Ultimately, the conver-
sation ignited by Kej’s re-
marks reflects a changing 
cinematic landscape, where 
audiences are more engaged 
than ever in questioning the 
narratives presented on 
screen.

Kej calls Dhurandhar a revolution, 
questions Bollywood narratives Mumbai :  Mallika Sher-

awat has officially joined the 
filming of the second chapter 
of the reality show The Trai-
tors India, which has now 
commenced production in 
the regal desert city of 
Jaisalmer.

The new season of the 
show is being shot at the lux-
urious Suryagarh Palace, a 
grand heritage property 
known for its royal architec-
ture and opulent setting. The 
venue adds a dramatic and 
visually rich backdrop to the 
high-stakes reality format.

Interestingly, Suryagarh 
Palace had earlier gained na-
tionwide attention for host-
ing the much-talked-about 
wedding of Kiara Advani and 
Sidharth Malhotra in January 
2023, further enhancing its 
status as a premium destina-
tion for celebrity events.

The show continues to be 
hosted by renowned film-
maker and television person-
ality Karan Johar, who re-
cently travelled to Jaisalmer 
to kick off the filming of the 
new season.

Known for his charis-
matic hosting style, Karan 
Johar is expected to once 
again bring intrigue and dra-
ma to the show, which blends 
strategy, deception, and en-

tertainment.
Mallika Sherawat’s par-

ticipation has already gener-
ated buzz, as the actress has 
largely stayed away from 
mainstream Indian projects 
in recent years while residing 
abroad.She was last seen in 
the 2024 film Vicky Vidya Ka 
Woh Wala Video, marking 
her return to the screen after a 
gap.Mallika rose to promi-
nence with her bold perfor-
mance in the film Murder, a 
role that was considered un-
conventional and daring at 
the time, helping redefine on-
screen portrayal of female 
characters.Over the years, 
she has carved a niche for 
herself with a mix of Bolly-
wood and international ap-
pearances, gaining recogni-
tion beyond Indian cinema.

She also featured along-
side global pop star Bruno 
Mars in the music video 
“Whatta Man,” showcasing 
her presence on international 
platforms.

The second season of 
“The Traitors India” promis-
es to be bigger and more com-
petitive, featuring a total of 
20 participants from diverse 
backgrounds.The contestant 
lineup includes actors, digital 
content creators, and person-
alities from various fields, 
adding to the unpredictability 
and excitement of the show.
The announcement of Season 
2 was made by Amazon 
Prime Video India even be-
fore the conclusion of the first 
season, reflecting strong au-
dience interest and confi-
dence in the format.

Mallika Sherawat boards 
‘The Traitors India’ season 2

Mumbai : Amazon 
Prime Video India has an-
nounced an exciting addition 
to its content slate with the 
return of Gram Chikitsalay 
Season 2, bringing back 
Akansha Ranjan Kapoor in 
her widely appreciated role 
as Dr. Gargi.

The series, which earned 
praise for its grounded and 
realistic storytelling in its 
debut season, is now set 
to return with a more 
focused and layered 
narrative centered 
around its lead 
character.
Set in the 
f i c -
tion-
a l 
t o w n 
of 

Bhathkandi in 
Jharkhand, the show ex-
plores life within a Primary 
Health Centre, offering a 
glimpse into the realities of 
rural healthcare in India.In 
t h e first season, 

D r . 

Gargi was portrayed as a 
composed and compassion-
ate medical professional, bal-
ancing her clinical responsi-
bilities with a strong sense of 
empathy and emotional intel-
ligence.Her character 
emerged as a central pillar of 
the narrative, often guiding 
and supporting Dr. Prabhat, 
played by Amol Parashar, as 
he navigated the challenges 
of working in an under-re-
sourced rural environment.
One of the defining aspects 
of the show was its depar-

ture from conventional 
storytelling tropes, 

particularly its 
avoidance of 
forced romantic 
angles between 
the lead charac-

ters.Instead, 
the narrative 
emphasized 
mutual re-
spect, shared 

purpose, and 
professional 

camarade-
rie, which 
resonat-
e d 
strong-
ly with 
a u d i -
e n c e s 

seeking 
more re-

alistic por-
trayals.With 

Season 2, the sto-
ryline is expected to 

shift its focus more promi-
nently towards Dr. Gargi’s 
personal and professional 
journey, adding greater emo-
tional depth to her character.
Speaking about the new sea-
son, Akansha Ranjan Kapoor 
expressed her enthusiasm 
about returning to a story she 
described as deeply rooted 
and authentic.

She noted that the up-
coming season will explore 
Dr. Gargi’s vulnerabilities, 
internal conflicts, and quiet 
resilience, presenting a more 
nuanced portrayal of her 
character.

According to the actress, 
Dr. Gargi represents count-
less doctors working in small 
towns and villages, who con-
tinue to serve communities 
despite limited resources and 
challenging conditions.She 
also highlighted the sense of 
responsibility she feels in 
portraying the character 
truthfully, given the re-
al-world parallels the story 
draws from.

The second season aims 
to delve deeper into the com-
plexities of rural medical 
practice, shedding light on 
systemic challenges while 
also celebrating the dedica-
tion of healthcare profession-
als.Dr. Gargi’s evolving arc is 
expected to take centre stage, 
offering viewers a closer look 
at the sacrifices and emotion-
al strength required in such 
roles.

Akansha Ranjan Kapoor teases a deeper, 
personal turn as Dr. Gargi in Gram Chikitsalay 2

Mumbai :Amazon Prime Video has 
unveiled a striking new poster for its up-
coming series Matka King, offering au-
diences a glimpse into the tone and 
world of this period drama. The visual 
hints at a story rooted in ambition, risk, 
and transformation.

Headlined by Vijay Varma, the se-
ries is set in 1960s Mumbai and delves 
into the rise of an underground gam-
bling network. The setting plays a cru-
cial role in shaping the narrative, reflect-
ing a time of social and economic 
transition.

The newly released poster places 
Vijay Varma at the center, holding a 
spread of playing cards close to his face. 
His intense gaze and composed de-
meanor suggest a character who thrives 
in a world driven by calculation and 
high stakes.

The design of the poster leans heav-
ily into a vintage aesthetic, with muted 
tones and period-specific styling that 
effectively recreate the look and feel of 
the 1960s. This visual approach enhanc-
es the authenticity of the series.

The playing cards in the poster 
serve as a symbolic element, represent-
ing not just gambling but also strategy, 
control, and the unpredictability of fate. 
They hint at the layered storytelling that 
the series aims to deliver.

At its core, “Matka King” tells the 
story of a cotton trader striving for re-
spect and legitimacy within society. His 
journey reflects the aspirations and 
struggles of individuals seeking upward 
mobility during that era.

In pursuit of recognition, the pro-
tagonist introduces a new gambling 
game known as ‘Matka’. What begins 
as an idea soon evolves into a wide-
spread phenomenon that disrupts the 

existing social order.
As the game gains popularity, it be-

gins to reshape a system that was once 
firmly controlled by the elite, open-
ing doors for new participants while 
simultaneously disrupting established 
hierarchies.

This transformation creates fresh 
opportunities for many individuals 
seeking upward mobility, but it also 
fuels tension and conflict within the 
community as power structures are 
challenged.

The narrative is expected to delve 
into how the rise of this gambling 
network influences the social fabric of 
the time, exploring deeper themes of 
power, ambition, and the consequences 
that follow unchecked growth.

At its core, the story reflects a shift-
ing society, where traditional authority 
is questioned and new forces emerge to 
redefine influence and control.

The series Matka King is created 
and directed by Nagraj Manjule, who 
has also co-written it with Abhay 

Koranne.
Their collaboration is expected to 

bring a strong and grounded creative 
vision, combining realism with com-
pelling storytelling rooted in socio-eco-
nomic realities.

Production duties are being handled 
by Roy Kapur Films in association with 
Aatpat Films and SMR Productions.

The team of producers includes 
Siddharth Roy Kapur, Nagraj Manjule, 
Gargi Kulkarni, Ashish Aryan, and 
Ashwini Sidwani, bringing together a 
diverse mix of creative and production 
expertise.

The ensemble cast further strength-
ens the series, featuring Vijay Varma 
in a key role alongside actors such as 
Kritika Kamra, Sai Tamhankar, Sid-
dharth Jadhav, Bhupendra Jadawat, and 
Gulshan Grover.

Each member of the cast is expect-
ed to bring depth and nuance to the 
narrative, contributing to a layered sto-
rytelling experience filled with complex 
interpersonal dynamics.

Prime Video unveils new poster of 
Matka King starring Vijay Varma

Mumbai : Radhikka 
Madan made a striking ap-
pearance at Lakmé Fashion 
Week, turning showstopper 
for designers Mannat Jain 
and Sneha Ali Shetty of NIF 
Global.

Known for her versatility 
on screen, Radhikka brought 
the same spirit of individuali-
ty and experimentation to the 
runway, capturing attention 
with a distinctive fusion en-
semble.

Her presence added ener-
gy to the showcase, with the 
actor confidently carrying a 
look that blended bold design 
choices with subtle elegance.

Over the years, Radhikka 
has built a reputation for se-
lecting roles that reflect range 
and depth, and her fashion 
choices appear to mirror that 
thoughtful approach.

At Lakmé Fashion Week, 
she opted for an outfit that 
seamlessly combined tradi-
tional elements with modern 
silhouettes, creating a visual-
ly compelling statement.

The ensemble featured a 
boxy Madras checks crop 
shirt paired with high-waist-
ed, wide-legged blue pants 
inspired by Japanese origami 
styles.

This structured yet fluid 

combination struck a balance 
between rigidity and move-
ment, giving the outfit a 
unique and contemporary 
edge.

A matching clutch and 
minimal accessories comple-
mented the look, ensuring 
that the focus remained firm-
ly on the design and its con-
struction.

Her appearance quickly 
became a talking point at the 
event, with many noting her 
confident runway presence 
and the distinctiveness of her 
styling.

Unlike heavily embel-
lished or conventional show-
stopper outfits, this look 
leaned into creativity, crafts-
manship, and innovative tai-
loring.

It also aligned with cur-
rent fashion trends that cele-
brate fusion wear, cross-cul-
tural influences, and 
experimental design aesthet-
ics.

During a press interac-
tion, Radhikka expressed her 
admiration for the designers 
behind the ensemble, particu-
larly highlighting that it was 
created by students.

She praised the crafts-
manship and originality of 
the outfit, describing it as 

both creative and thoughtful-
ly executed.During a press 
interaction, Radhikka Madan 
expressed her admiration for 
the designers behind the en-
semble, particularly high-

lighting that the outfit was 
created by students.

She praised the crafts-
manship and originality of 
the design, describing it as 
both creative and thoughtful-

ly executed, reflecting a fresh 
perspective in contemporary 
fashion.

Radhikka shared that she 
felt privileged to represent 
their work on such a promi-
nent platform, adding that 
she thoroughly enjoyed 
wearing the ensemble on the 
runway.

Her appreciation under-
scored the importance of pro-
viding young designers with 
opportunities to showcase 
their talent on larger stages.

The collaboration also 
reflects a growing trend with-
in the fashion industry, where 
established actors and public 
figures actively support and 
promote emerging creative 
talent.

Such partnerships help 
bridge the gap between new 
designers and wider audienc-
es, offering visibility that 
might otherwise be difficult 
to achieve.

They also encourage ex-
perimentation and innova-
tion, allowing fresh ideas to 
flourish within an increasing-
ly competitive fashion eco-
system.By aligning herself 
with student designers, 
Radhikka reinforced the val-
ue of nurturing creativity at 
its grassroots level.

Radhikka Madan turns showstopper at Lakmé Fashion 
Week in bold fusion look; praises student designers

Mumbai:  Babil Khan 
marked the festive occasion 
of Eid with a heartfelt social 
media post, offering fans a 
glimpse into a deeply person-
al and emotional moment.

Taking to Instagram, 
Babil shared a picture of him-
self dressed in a traditional 
kurta, which he revealed was 
a special gift from veteran ac-
tress Tabu.

In the caption accompa-
nying the post, he wrote, “Eid 
Mubarak, the kurta is a gift 
from @tabutiful,” keeping 
the message simple yet 
meaningful.

The gesture carried emo-
tional significance, as Tabu 
shares a long-standing bond 
with Babil’s late father, Irrfan 
Khan, one of Indian cinema’s 
most respected and beloved 
actors.

Tabu and Irrfan Khan 
were known not only for their 
memorable on-screen collab-
orations but also for their 
deep friendship and mutual 
admiration off-screen.

Over the years, the duo 
built a reputation as an iconic 
pair, delivering performanc-
es that resonated with audi-
ences and critics alike.

Their connection extend-
ed beyond films, rooted in 

trust, respect, and a shared 
passion for meaningful cine-
ma.

Following Irrfan Khan’s 
passing, that bond appears to 
have gracefully extended to 
the next generation, with 
Tabu maintaining a close and 
affectionate relationship with 
Babil.

The Eid gift, therefore, 
was not just a festive token 
but a symbol of continuity — 
a bridge between past memo-
ries and present relation-
ships.Following the passing 
of Irrfan Khan, the deep bond 
he shared with Tabu appears 
to have naturally extended to 
the next generation, with the 
actress maintaining a warm 
and affectionate relationship 
with Babil Khan.

This continuity of con-
nection was evident in 
Babil’s recent Eid post, 
where a simple gift carried 
profound emotional mean-
ing.The kurta gifted by Tabu 
was not merely a festive ges-
ture, but a symbol of endur-
ing relationships — a bridge 
linking cherished memories 
of the past with the present.

Babil’s post subtly cap-
tured how such gestures can 
hold layers of emotion, seam-
lessly blending celebration 

with remembrance.
For fans and admirers, 

the moment served as a 
touching reminder of Irrfan 
Khan’s lasting legacy, not 
just as an actor but as some-
one who built meaningful 
and lasting relationships.

It also highlighted how 
those connections continue 
to influence and support 
Babil as he forges his own 
path in the film industry.

The kurta itself took on a 
deeper significance, becom-
ing more than just attire for 
the occasion — it symbolised 
warmth, affection, and a 
shared emotional history.

Through this understated 
yet powerful exchange, Babil 
and Tabu demonstrated how 
genuine bonds can transcend 
time and circumstance.

Their interaction reflect-
ed a quiet continuity of love 
and respect, rooted in shared 
experiences and memories.

Such moments often res-
onate more deeply because of 
their simplicity, reminding 
audiences of the human side 
of public figures.The gesture 
also illustrated how relation-
ships within the film industry 
can evolve into familial ties 
that endure beyond profes-
sional collaborations.

Babil Khan’s Eid gift has a 
special connection with Tabu
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New Delhi:  The deci-
sion to leave Shubman Gill 
out of India’s squad for the 
recently concluded ICC 
Men's T20 World Cup may 
serve as added motivation 
for the India Test and ODI 
captain as he looks to guide 
Gujarat Titans to the title in 
the upcoming season of the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2026.

Former India Test spe-
cialist Cheteshwar Pujara 
believes Gill will use the dis-
appointment of missing out 
on the T20 World Cup squad 
as fuel to lead the Titans to 
success when the IPL begins 
on March 28.

The Titans, champions 
in 2022, were knocked out in 
the Eliminator during the 
2025 season and will be aim-
ing to go further this time 
and secure their second IPL 
trophy.

Speaking on JioHot-
star’s ‘Game Plan – Know 
Your Team’, Pujara dis-
cussed how the T20 World 
Cup snub could motivate 
Gill in IPL 2026.

“The T20 World Cup 
squad snub will definitely 
fire up Shubman Gill. He is a 
quality player suited for all 
three formats. If he has a 
good IPL 2026 season, he 
will surely put his name in 
India’s T20I squad. He is 
leading the Test squad and is 
also the ODI captain. He is a 

multi-format player. If he 
has a good season, he will be 
back in the scheme of things 
for the Indian team.

"There will be some 
pressure on him because he 
has not been part of the India 
squad in the shortest format. 
But at the same time, it is a 
great opportunity for him to 
carry on batting the way he 
has. He needs to try to accel-
erate a little more because 
that is something he has 
been working on. This IPL 
season is the perfect one for 
him to show he can bat at a 
strike rate of 150 to 160,” 
said Pujara.

Pujara also spoke about 
the prospects of young pacer 

Ashok Sharma, who was 
signed by the Titans for Rs 
90 lakh at the auction, and 
the possibility of him mak-
ing his IPL debut this sea-
son. He added that working 
under head coach Ashish 
Nehra could benefit the 
youngster.“Playing your 
first IPL season with a team 
like GT, under the guidance 
of Ashish Nehra, will be a 
big opportunity for Ashok 
Sharma. He may not get into 
the playing XI immediately, 
early in the season, because 
you have Prasidh Krishna, 
Mohammed Siraj, and Ka-
giso Rabada as the third 
seamer. But I won’t be sur-
prised if Rabada misses out 

at some point.
“If they think of bring-

ing in someone like Jason 
Holder, who has been in 
prime form in T20 cricket, 
they could have an extra In-
dian seamer in Ashok Shar-
ma instead of Rabada. That 
might be a combination GT 
can look at. But in the first 
phase of the IPL, their play-
ing XI will likely remain as it 
was in the past.”

Pujara further assessed 
Gujarat Titans’ overall 
squad strength and said the 
team has the resources to 
emerge as title contenders 
this season. “GT look like a 
title favourite this season. If 
you look at their squad, the 

top order of captain Shub-
man Gill, Sai Sudharsan, 
and Jos Buttler is incredible. 
You cannot have a better top 
order than them. These three 
have scored runs with amaz-
ing consistency. That is their 
main strength.”

“The number of all-
rounders they have, espe-
cially with the addition of 
Holder, makes them even 
stronger. Holder is in great 
form with both bat and ball, 
and will love to contribute in 
both departments. Rahul Te-
watia will be their main fin-
isher. He can bowl a few 
overs if needed, but his pri-
mary job is to bat well at 
number six or seven. Shah-
rukh Khan is also a key play-
er. If he starts performing as 
per his potential, GT will be 
a different team altogether.”

"When it comes to bowl-
ing, their strength is their 
seamers. Rabada, Siraj, and 
Prasidh are their main pac-
ers, and Ishant Sharma is 
also on the bench if needed. 
Ashok will be unleashed 
with his fiery pace at some 
point in the season. Left-
armer Luke Wood is another 
seamer who knows how to 
do well. If Rabada does not 
perform, Wood can replace 
him. But I hope Rabada, be-
ing a strike bowler, has a 
good IPL. All GT fans will 
be hoping the same,” said 
Pujara.

T20 World Cup snub will fire 
up Gill in IPL 2026: Pujara

New Delhi: In a never-
seen-before celebration, five 
time champions Chennai 
Super Kings (CSK)'s 
ROAR’26 - a first of its kind 
mega fan event was held at 
the iconic MA Chidam-
baram Stadium here on Sun-
day evening.

In a historic coming to-
gether of eras, “OG” Super 
Kings, led by former CSK 
cricketers Suresh Raina, 
Matthew Hayden, Murali 
Vijay and S Badrinath 
among others, reunited on 

their legendary turf to take 
on the current CSK squad in 
a series of high-energy, nev-
er-seen-before match-ups.

The evening also wit-
nessed the legendary Oscar 
award winning music direc-
tor AR Rahman delivering a 
special live performance, 
turning Chepauk into a pul-
sating arena of music and 
lights, filling it with celebra-
tion and immersive fan ex-
periences creating memo-
ries that last a lifetime.This 
mega celebration is more 

than just an event; it’s a trib-
ute to the journey of the CSK 
and the unwavering love of 
the fans, CSK MD K Viswa-
nathan said.From iconic mo-
ments of the past to the 
promise of the future, it was 
a night where cricket met en-
tertainment in the grandest 
way possible that witnessed 
unforgettable moments, 
friendly rivalries and plenty 
of “yellove” lighting up the 
night and kept the audience 
spellbound for more than 
two hours.

Chepauk 'ROARs, CSK's mega fan spectacle featuring 
OG Stars, AR Rahman held at iconic Chepauk stadium

Jamshedpur: The Na-
tional Rifle Association of 
India (NRAI), in collabora-
tion with the Jharkhand State 
Rifle Association, success-
fully concluded its seven day 
National Coaches Course on 
Sunday reinforcing its com-
mitment to strengthening 
grassroots coaching and 
building a scientifically driv-
en ecosystem for shooting 
sports in India.

The course witnessed 
participation from 33 coach-
es representing 5 different 
states, including a strong 
contingent of 19 coaches 
from Jharkhand.

Designed as a compre-
hensive and intensive train-
ing program, the course inte-
grated technical excellence 
with sports science, coach-
ing methodology, and practi-
cal application, ensuring a 
holistic learning experience 
for all participants.

The technical sessions 
were led by Olympian and 
Indian Team Coach Sanjeev 
Rajput and Indian team 
coach Vidya Jadav. These 
sessions focused on core as-
pects such as weapon han-
dling, shooting techniques, 
error correction, and compe-
tition preparedness, provid-
ing coaches with direct in-
sights from elite level 
experience and international 
standards.

A key strength of the pro-
gram was its Sports Science 
integration, where expert-
led sessions provided coach-
es with practical tools to en-
hance athlete performance.

The Sports Psychology 
session by Nanaki Chadha 
focused on the mental di-
mensions of performance 
and well-being. Coaches 
were introduced to concepts 
such as performance profil-
ing, goal setting, anxiety 
management, confidence 
building, and effective 
coach-athlete communica-
tion, along with creating psy-

chologically safe training 
environments.

The Nutrition module by 
Charvi Bajaj provided in-
sights into fueling strategies, 
hydration, and recovery, 
helping coaches understand 
how nutrition directly im-
pacts consistency and per-
formance.

In the Strength & Condi-
tioning session, Vijendra Pal 
Singh emphasized stability, 
posture, muscular endur-
ance, and fatigue manage-
ment, along with practical 
routines for warm-up and 
cool-down tailored to shoot-
ing athletes.

Human Anatomy ses-
sions by P N Vineel Kumar 
provided coaches with a 
deeper understanding of the 
human body in relation to 
shooting performance, going 
beyond basics to cover bio-
mechanics, muscle engage-
ment, posture alignment, and 
joint stability. The session 
helped coaches understand 
how different body systems 
contribute to precision, bal-
ance, and endurance in 
shooting, enabling them to 
identify technical errors 
linked to physical limitations 
and improve athlete efficien-
cy through better body 
awareness.The Communica-
tion Skills session by Salil 
Srivastava focused exten-
sively on building effective 
coach-athlete relationships 
through clear, structured, 
and empathetic communica-
tion. It emphasized the im-
portance of active listening, 

constructive feedback, con-
flict management, and moti-
vation techniques, helping 
coaches create a positive and 
high-performance training 
environment. The session 
also highlighted how com-
munication plays a critical 
role in athlete confidence, 
learning speed, and overall 
performance consistency.

The course concluded 
with a formal examination to 
assess participants’ under-
standing. As part of the next 
phase, coaches have been as-
signed a practical field proj-
ect, where they will work 
with athletes and submit a 
presentation over the next 
two months.

The second phase of the 
course will be conducted 
again in Jamshedpur, where 
participants will present 
their work and continue their 
development under the 
NRAI education pathway. 
Upon successful completion 
of both phases of the course, 
participants will be awarded 
an official NRAI certificate.

JSRA President Diwakar 
Singh said that such sessions 
will be conducted regularly 
in Jharkhand to further en-
hance the quality of coaches 
across the region.

This initiative reflects 
NRAI’s continued vision of 
developing well-rounded, 
scientifically informed 
coaches, capable of enhanc-
ing performance at all levels 
while supporting the overall 
growth of shooting sports in 
India.

Shooting: NRAI National Coaches 
Course concludes in Jamshedpur

Raipur: The Sports and 
Youth Welfare Department, 
Government of Chhattis-
garh, proudly announces the 
state as the host of the Khelo 
India Tribal Games (KITG), 
a landmark addition to In-
dia’s sporting calendar un-
der the Government of In-
dia’s flagship Khelo India 
mission.

Commencing on March 
21, 2026, the Games will be 
hosted across three cultural-
ly significant cities: Raipur, 
Jagdalpur, and Surguja, each 

reflecting the diversity and 
depth of Chhattisgarh’s trib-
al heartland. The KITG 
2026 event will also host 
2300 plus athletes and 3700 
participants in the Chhattis-
garh event.

With over 32 per cent of 
its population belonging to 
tribal communities and a liv-
ing legacy of indigenous 
cultures, traditions, and ath-
letic excellence, Chhattis-
garh stands not just as a host, 
but as the natural home of 
these Games. 

From the plains of Rai-
pur to the rich tribal land-
scapes of Bastar and the 
highlands of Ambikapur, 
sport has long been an intrin-
sic part of everyday life, 
shaped by tradition, resil-
ience, and community.

The Khelo India Tribal 
Games celebrate this endur-
ing legacy, with Chhattis-
garh’s hosting underscoring 
its central place in India’s 
tribal identity.

The Games will feature 
a total of 9 sports disciplines 

across two categories:
7 Competitive Sports: 

The competitions will fea-
ture a diverse range of disci-
plines including Archery, 
Athletics, Football, Hockey, 
Swimming, Weightlifting, 
Wrestling, Mallakhamb, 
and Kabaddi, hosted across 
key venues in Chhattisgarh. 
Hockey matches will be 
conducted at the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International 
Hockey Stadium, Raipur, as 
well as the Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel Football Ground at 

Pt. Ravishankar Shukla Uni-
versity, Raipur.

Swimming events will 
take place at the Internation-
al Swimming Pool, Raipur, 
while Weightlifting compe-
titions are scheduled at the 
Open Ground within Pt. 
Ravishankar Shukla Uni-
versity, Raipur.Athletics 
events will be held at Krida 
Parisar, Dharampura in Jag-
dalpur. Wrestling and Mal-
lakhamb competitions will 
be organized at Gandhi Sta-
dium, Surguja.

Khelo India Tribal Games to feature 2300 plus athletes, 
9 disciplines across 3 centers in Chattisgarh

New Delhi :  The Indian U20 
women’s team are on the threshold of 
the AFC U20 Women’s Asian Cup 
2026 in Thailand, and not just as par-
ticipants, but as a side shaped by de-
liberate preparation and international 
exposure.

Under Swedish head coach Joa-
kim Alexandersson, India’s build-up 
has been structured with a clear ob-
jective: to put on a solid and brave 
performance against Asia’s elite. In-
dia will face Japan on April 2 at 18:30 
IST, Australia on April 5 at 14:30 IST, 
and Chinese Taipei on April 8 at 
14:30 IST, in Group C. The top two 
teams in the group and the two best 
third-placed teams among all three 
groups will make it to the quarter-fi-
nals. Further, the four quarter-final 
winners will qualify for the FIFA 
U20 Women's World Cup Poland 
2026.

The Young Tigresses arrived in 
Bangkok 13 days before the first 

game, which will give them valuable 
time to adjust to the climate. Howev-
er, it is not too different from the con-
ditions in Kolkata, where the team 
trained after their return from Swe-
den earlier this month.

India’s preparation has spanned 
continents and styles, beginning with 
high-intensity friendlies closer to 
home. Matches against Uzbekistan 
in Mahabalipuram and Kazakhstan 
in Shymkent last year offered con-
trasting tests, but both were essential 
in shaping the team’s tactical maturi-
ty.

“The Uzbekistan games were 
very important for us,” Alexanders-
son said. “We had excellent training 
facilities in Chennai and played two 
good friendly matches. They were 
beneficial because we’re aiming to 
prepare for high-intensity games.

“Kazakhstan had a more physi-
cal team, with bigger and stronger 
players, some of whom had experi-

ence at the senior level,” he ex-
plained.

The cornerstone of India’s prepa-
ration, however, came in the form of 
a month-long training camp in Swe-
den. It was an experience that pushed 
the team into unfamiliar territory.

“From a football perspective, the 
camp was extremely valuable,” said 
Alexandersson. “We had excellent 
facilities, strong training sessions, 
and access to a well-equipped gym.”

In total, India played five friendly 
games, but the opening fixture 
against the senior squad of Swedish 

heavyweights Hammarby IF was a 
reality check in the shape of a 0-6 
loss.“That match was challenging. 
The speed of play, quality, and move-
ment were at a very high level, and 
we had to work extremely hard de-
fensively. But the girls showed a 
great mentality," noted 
Alexandersson.“With each match, 
we improved, especially in our de-
fensive structure and attacking 
movements. We’ve made good prog-
ress in creating chances.”

More importantly, the team ex-
perienced both sides of the game - ab-
sorbing pressure and dictating play- a 
balance crucial at the tournament 
level.

“Importantly, we maintained our 
commitment to playing technical, 
possession-based football.”

Drawn alongside some of the 
strongest teams in Asia, including Ja-
pan and Australia, India are not over-
whelmed by the challenge.

Team improved significantly since qualifiers: 
Head coach Joakim Alexandersson

New Delhi : The India 
U-17 national football team 
is set to play a series of inter-
national friendly matches 
against Thailand U-17 na-
tional team, Indonesia U-17 
national team, and South 
Korea U-17 national team 
between March 25 and 31, 
2026, in Lopburi.

These matches form a 
crucial part of the team’s 
preparations for the upcom-
ing AFC U-17 Asian Cup 
Saudi Arabia 2026, where 
India will aim to make a 
strong impact.

All three friendlies will 
be played behind closed 
doors, allowing teams to fo-
cus purely on performance, 
strategy, and experimenta-
tion without external pres-
sure.

India will begin their 
campaign against Thailand 
on March 25 at 17:30 IST, 
followed by a clash with In-
donesia on March 28 at the 
same time.

The final friendly will 
see India take on Korea Re-
public on March 31 at 15:30 
IST, completing a competi-
tive preparatory schedule.

The Blue Colts, as the 
team is popularly known, 
have already had a busy cal-
endar this year with six inter-
national friendlies under 
their belt.

They played two match-
es each against Tajikistan in 
Goa, Türkiye in Antalya, 
and Myanmar in Yangon, 
gaining valuable exposure 
and match experience.

These fixtures have 
helped the coaching staff as-
sess player combinations, 

tactical approaches, and 
overall team readiness ahead 
of major tournaments.

The squad, coached by 
Bibiano Fernandes, arrived 
in Lopburi on March 22 to 
begin their final phase of 
preparation.

Fernandes, known for 
his focus on youth develop-
ment, will be looking to fine-
tune the team’s performance 
during this tour.

In the AFC U-17 Asian 
Cup, India has been placed 
in a challenging Group D 
alongside strong teams like 
Australia, Uzbekistan, and 
DPR Korea.

India will face Australia 
on May 6, followed by Uz-
bekistan on May 10, and 
DPR Korea on May 13 in the 
group stage.

The tournament will 
serve as a significant plat-
form for young Indian play-
ers to showcase their talent 
on the continental stage.

The 24-member squad 
for the Thailand friendlies 
includes a mix of promising 
goalkeepers, defenders, 
midfielders, and forwards.

Key goalkeepers in the 
squad are Alok Nishad, 

Manashjyoti Baruah, and 
Rajrup Sarkar, who will 
compete for the starting 
spot.

The defensive lineup 
features players like Ab-
hishek Kumar Mondal, In-
dra Rana Magar, Korou 
Meitei Konthoujam, and 
Shubham Poonia.

In midfield, talents such 
as Dallalmuon Gangte, Den-
ny Singh Wangkhem, and 
Diamond Singh Thokchom 
are expected to play crucial 
roles.

The attacking unit in-
cludes forwards like Adil 
Aman, Azlaan Shah, Gun-
leiba Wangkheirakpam, and 
Yuvraj Kadam, who will be 
key to India’s goal-scoring 
efforts.

The support staff in-
cludes assistant coach Sub-
ham Rabha and goalkeeping 
coach Parshuram Salwadi, 
who will assist in preparing 
the team.

With a structured prepa-
ration plan and a competi-
tive set of fixtures, the India 
U-17 team will be aiming to 
build momentum and confi-
dence ahead of the continen-
tal championship.

India U17 men's team to play friendlies against 
Thailand, Indonesia and Korea Republic

Chennaiyin FC hold FC 
Goa to draw in home opener

Chennai:  Chennaiyin FC played 
out a hard-fought 1-1 draw against 
FC Goa at the Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium on Sunday in their first home 
match of the Indian Super League 
2026 season.Head coach Clifford 
Rayes Miranda made key changes to 
the lineup, handing Eduardo Kau his 
season debut in place of the injured 
Mohammed Ali Bemammer, while 
Maheson Singh and Daniel Chima 
Chukwu were also included in the 
starting XI.Chennaiyin goalkeeper 
Mohammad Nawaz was called into 
action early in the match, producing a 
sharp save in the eighth minute to 
keep the visitors at bay.Defender 
Laldinliana Renthlei played a crucial 
supporting role, helping to clear the 
danger and stabilise the backline dur-
ing Goa’s early attacking phase.After 
withstanding initial pressure, the Ma-
rina Machans began to settle into the 

game and create chances of their 
own.In the 11th minute, Imran 
Khan’s precise pass found Daniel 
Chima Chukwu, whose clever flick 
set up Maheson Singh for a powerful 
shot that struck the post.Farukh 
Choudhary also tested Goa’s goal-

keeper with a curling effort from dis-
tance, signalling Chennaiyin’s grow-
ing attacking intent.However, a 
setback came when Chima Chukwu 
was forced off due to injury, leading 
to the introduction of Irfan Yadwad.
The substitute made an immediate 

impact, capitalising on a defensive 
lapse in the 48th minute to slot the 
ball home and give Chennaiyin FC a 
well-deserved lead.Buoyed by the 
goal, the home side pushed forward 
in search of a second, with Farukh 
coming close again in the 82nd min-
ute, only to see his effort blocked at 
close range.Eduardo Kau also con-
tributed defensively with crucial in-
terventions, helping Chennaiyin 
maintain their narrow advantage as 
the game approached its closing stag-
es.Just when it seemed the hosts 
might secure all three points, FC Goa 
found an equaliser in the 88th minute.
Sandesh Jhingan rose to head in from 
a corner after Nawaz had made an ini-
tial save, bringing the visitors back 
on level terms.Chennaiyin FC re-
sponded with urgency in stoppage 
time, creating late chances in a bid to 
snatch a winner.
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New Delhi:  Globally, 
disruptions in the Gulf could 
trigger shortages across 
multiple sectors. Supplies of 
helium, sulphur, methanol, 
and aluminium are at risk, 
potentially impacting indus-
tries ranging from semicon-
ductor manufacturing to fer-
tilizers and construction. 
Food security concerns may 
also rise as fertilizer supply 
chains face disruptions, 
leading to higher agricultur-
al input costs, said a report 
by DAM Capital Advisors.

The report highlights 
that while crude oil avail-
ability may remain manage-
able in the near term, the 
supply of key petroleum 
products such as LPG, naph-
tha, aviation turbine fuel 
(ATF), and gasoil is expect-
ed to face significant pres-
sure due to limited refining 
capacity. Natural gas mar-
kets are also likely to tight-
en, as the Gulf region ac-
counts for over 20pc of 
global LNG supply, leaving 

little room for alternative 
sourcing.

For India, the macroeco-
nomic impact could be sig-
nificant if crude oil prices 
remain elevated. The report 
estimates that every USD 1 
per barrel increase in crude 
prices could widen the fiscal 
deficit by Rs 100 billion. A 
sustained price above USD 

80 per barrel may push infla-
tion beyond 4.5pc and weak-
en the rupee.

India's heavy depen-
dence on imports, particu-
larly through the Strait of 
Hormuz, adds to the vulner-
ability. Nearly 90pc of LPG 
imports and over 50pc of 
crude imports pass through 
the route, making supply 

chains susceptible to disrup-
tions. While crude oil avail-
ability is considered man-
ageable due to alternative 
sourcing and reserves, LPG 
availability remains critical 
due to limited inventories.

Upstream oil and gas 
companies may benefit from 
higher prices, while down-
stream firms, especially oil 

marketing companies, are 
likely to face margin pres-
sures due to limited ability to 
pass on costs. Airlines could 
see profitability hit as fuel 
accounts for up to 40pc of 
operating costs, while 
FMCG companies may face 
margin pressure from rising 
packaging costs.

Infrastructure and capi-
tal expenditure could also be 
affected, as higher oil prices 
strain government finances. 
Meanwhile, industries such 
as textiles, chemicals, and 
fertilizers may face input 
cost inflation and supply 
chain disruptions, although 
some may benefit from 
short-term inventory gains, 
the report said.

The report cautions that 
while short-term disruptions 
may be manageable, a pro-
longed conflict lasting be-
yond two months could lead 
to severe supply constraints, 
rising costs, and broader 
economic slowdown both 
globally and in India.

West Asia conflict to impact from semiconductor 
manufacturing to fertilizers and construction

New Delhi: The com-
bined market valuation of 
five of India’s top-10 most-
valued companies witnessed 
a sharp erosion last week, 
with total losses amounting 
to Rs 1,02,771.87 crore amid 
volatile market conditions.

Among the worst-hit 
firms, HDFC Bank bore the 
brunt of the decline, as its 
market capitalisation 
plunged significantly during 
the period.

The bank’s valuation 
dropped by a steep Rs 
56,124.48 crore, bringing its 
total market capitalisation 
down to Rs 12,01,267.28 
crore, making it the biggest 
loser among the top compa-
nies.Other major laggards in 
the top-10 list included ICI-
CI Bank, Tata Consultancy 
Services, Bajaj Finance, and 
Hindustan Unilever.At the 
same time, several compa-
nies managed to post gains, 
helping cushion the broader 
market sentiment. These 
gainers included Reliance 
Industries, Bharti Airtel, 

State Bank of India, Infosys, 
and Life Insurance Corpora-
tion of India.

The market capitalisa-
tion of TCS declined by Rs 
7,127.63 crore, taking its to-
tal valuation to Rs 8,64,940 
crore, reflecting pressure in 
the IT sector during the 
week.In contrast, Infosys re-
corded a modest gain of Rs 
2,473.79 crore, pushing its 
valuation up to Rs 
5,08,789.37 crore and 
emerging as one of the gain-
ers in the IT space.

HDFC Bank’s sharp de-
cline was accompanied by a 
fall in ICICI Bank’s valua-
tion as well, which slipped 
by Rs 6,171.72 crore to Rs 
8,91,673.06 crore.On the 
positive side, State Bank of 
India registered a strong in-
crease, with its market capi-
talisation rising by Rs 
10,707.52 crore to Rs 
9,76,968.57 crore.Mean-
while, Bajaj Finance saw a 
notable drop in its valuation, 
losing Rs 15,338.42 crore 
and settling at Rs 5,16,715.12 

crore by the end of the week.
In the insurance seg-

ment, Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of India managed to 
edge higher, adding Rs 
2,624.88 crore to reach a to-
tal market valuation of Rs 
4,91,610.45 crore.

Among the biggest gain-
ers, Reliance Industries saw 
its valuation jump by Rs 
45,942.75 crore, taking its 
total market capitalisation to 
Rs 19,14,235.92 crore, 
maintaining its position as 
the most-valued firm in In-
dia.Bharti Airtel also posted 
impressive gains, with its 
valuation surging by Rs 
24,462.03 crore to Rs 
10,52,893.75 crore, reflect-
ing strong investor confi-
dence in the telecom sector.

In the overall ranking of 
the top-10 firms, Reliance 
Industries retained the top 
spot, followed by HDFC 
Bank, Bharti Airtel, State 
Bank of India, ICICI Bank, 
TCS, Bajaj Finance, Infosys, 
LIC, and Hindustan Unile-
ver.

Market valuation of five of top-10 firms erode 
by Rs 1 lakh cr, HDFC Bank took biggest hit

New Delhi: India’s 
foodgrain production is pro-
jected to reach approximate-
ly 368 million tonnes (MT) 
by 2030-31, according to a 
report released by PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, highlighting the 
growing need for robust stor-
age infrastructure to support 
the country’s agricultural ex-
pansion.

The report observed that 
while production levels are 
steadily rising, the existing 
storage capacity remains in-
adequate to handle the antic-
ipated surge.

It stressed that without 
timely upgrades in ware-
housing systems, a signifi-
cant portion of produce 
could be exposed to post-
harvest losses, affecting both 
farmers and overall food se-
curity.

Emphasising the urgen-

cy of the situation, the indus-
try body called for a quick-
response policy framework 
that would encourage private 
and institutional investment 
in modern storage solutions.

It noted that silo-based 
warehousing systems, 
equipped with advanced 
technology, can play a cru-
cial role in reducing wastage, 
improving grain quality, and 
ensuring efficient supply 
chain management.

The report titled 
‘Foodgrain Warehouse Mar-
ket in India 2025-2030’ 
serves as a comprehensive 
financial pre-feasibility 
study, offering a ready-to-
use model for investors and 
stakeholders interested in the 
agriculture warehousing 
segment.

It translates extensive 
market research into action-
able insights, enabling better 

planning and execution of 
storage infrastructure proj-
ects.

Rajeev Juneja, President 
of PHDCCI said, “A technol-
ogy-driven storage infra-
structure is essential to sup-
port India’s transition toward 
a more efficient agricultural 
value chain to reduce wast-
age and creation of value 
added products both of do-
mestic as well as export mar-
kets.”

According to the find-
ings, India’s transition to-
wards scientific storage 
methods is essential not only 
to meet domestic demand 
but also to strengthen its po-
sition in global agricultural 
trade.

The report further under-
lined that investments in 
modern warehouses would 
generate employment op-
portunities, enhance rural 

infrastructure, and support 
farmers by providing better 
price realisation through re-
duced spoilage.

The chamber also point-
ed out that aligning ware-
housing development with 
government initiatives in 
agriculture and logistics 
could accelerate sectoral 
growth.

It suggested that policy 
support, ease of financing, 
and public-private partner-
ships would be key drivers in 
bridging the current storage 
gap.

With foodgrain output 
expected to rise significantly 
over the next decade, the re-
port concluded that building 
a resilient and efficient stor-
age ecosystem will be criti-
cal for sustaining India’s ag-
ricultural growth trajectory 
and ensuring long-term food 
security.

India’s foodgrain production projected to reach 
approximately 368 MT by 2030-31: Report

Hyderabad:  FLO Hy-
derabad marked a signifi-
cant milestone as it celebrat-
ed its 25th year, announcing 
its Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions along with a special 
awards ceremony during its 
annual session.

The event brought to-
gether members, leaders, 
and distinguished guests to 
reflect on the organisation’s 
journey and its contributions 
toward women’s empower-
ment over the years.

A key highlight of the 
occasion was the leadership 
transition, with Seetha Red-
dy Gaddam taking over as 
Chairperson of FLO Hyder-
abad, succeeding Prathibha 
Kunda.

Simultaneously, Khush-
boo Daga assumed charge as 
Chairperson of YFLO Hy-
derabad from Pallavi Jain, 

marking a new phase of 
leadership for the youth 
wing.

The transition of leader-
ship was formalised through 
a ceremonial exchange of 
medals and the signing of 
the charter, symbolising 
continuity and commitment 
to the organisation’s mis-
sion.

The event was graced by 
Deepika Reddy, a Padma 
Shri awardee and renowned 
Kuchipudi exponent, who 
attended as the chief guest 
and delivered an inspiring 
address.

In her speech, Deepika 
Reddy emphasised the im-
portance of dedication, 
equality, and mutual respect, 
particularly in advancing the 
cause of women’s empower-
ment in society.Outgoing 
Chairperson Prathibha Kun-

da reflected on her tenure, 
which was centred around 
the theme “Power to Em-
power,” highlighting the 
various initiatives undertak-
en during her leadership.

She noted that her term 
saw the successful organisa-
tion of numerous speaker 
sessions, workshops, and 
empowerment programmes 
that collectively benefited 
thousands of women and 
girls.

Under her guidance, 
FLO Hyderabad witnessed 
significant growth, adding 
over 200 new members and 
expanding its reach within 
the community.Among the 
notable initiatives was Sty-
leTatva, a flagship event that 
drew wide participation and 
played a crucial role in sup-
porting micro, small, and 
medium enterprises 

(MSMEs).
Taking forward this leg-

acy, the new Chairperson 
Seetha Reddy Gaddam out-
lined her vision themed “En-
gage, Empower, Elevate,” 
which aims to further 
strengthen the organisa-
tion’s impact.

She highlighted plans to 
expand initiatives in areas 
such as skill development, 
digital empowerment, and 
support for women in agri-
culture, along with promot-
ing traditional arts and 
crafts.

Khushboo Daga, as the 
new YFLO Chairperson, 
shared her focus on building 
capabilities among mem-
bers, encouraging cross-sec-
tor learning, and creating 
opportunities for holistic 
personal and professional 
growth.

FLO Hyderabad enters Silver Jubilee 
Year, announces new leadership

Anakapalli : N. Chan-
drababu Naidu is set to lay 
the foundation stone for a 
massive ₹1.35 lakh crore in-
tegrated steel plant by Arce-
lorMittal Nippon Steel India 
in Andhra Pradesh on Mon-
day, marking a significant 
milestone in the state’s in-
dustrial development.

The greenfield project 
will come up at Rajayyapeta 
in Nakkapalli mandal, with 
the foundation ceremony ex-
pected to be attended by sev-
eral Union Ministers and se-
nior leaders.

According to officials, 
the project involves a total 
investment of ₹1,35,964 
crore and is poised to become 
one of the largest industrial 
investments in the region.

The proposed steel plant 
is expected to generate em-
ployment for nearly one lakh 
people, both directly and in-
directly, offering a major 
boost to job creation in the 
state.

The facility will have a 
total production capacity of 
17.8 million metric tonnes 
per annum and will be devel-
oped in two phases across a 
vast area of 5,465 acres.

In the first phase, the 
plant will produce 7.3 mil-
lion metric tonnes annually, 
while the second phase will 
expand the capacity by an ad-
ditional 10.5 million metric 
tonnes.

As part of the project, the 
company will also establish a 
captive port with a handling 
capacity of 50 million metric 
tonnes, spread over 316 
acres.The port project alone 
will involve an investment of 
₹11,198 crore and is expect-
ed to create around 6,000 ad-
ditional jobs, further 
strengthening the region’s 
economic prospects.

Officials noted that the 
project is likely to transform 
the Visakhapatnam econom-
ic region into a major indus-
trial hub, enhancing its im-
portance on the national 
industrial map.

The development is also 
expected to significantly 
contribute to strengthening 
India’s overall steel produc-
tion capacity, supporting 
long-term infrastructure 
growth.

The state government 
has assured comprehensive 
support to ensure the timely 
execution of the project, in-
cluding facilitating neces-
sary clearances and infra-
structure.

Plans are underway to 
develop a four-lane road con-
necting the plant site to Na-
tional Highway-16, ensuring 
seamless connectivity for lo-
gistics and transportation.

In addition, the state 
government will ensure the 
provision of key infrastruc-
ture such as adequate water 
supply and reliable power 
facilities to meet the opera-
tional requirements of the 
upcoming steel plant, en-
abling smooth and efficient 
functioning once it becomes 
operational.

The foundation-laying 
ceremony is expected to wit-
ness the presence of several 
prominent leaders, including 
Union Steel and Heavy In-
dustries Minister H. D. Ku-
maraswamy, underscoring 
the importance of the project 
at the national level.

Other key dignitaries 
who are likely to attend the 
event include Minister of 
State Bhoopathi Raju Srini-
vasa Varma, Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan, and 
IT Minister Nara Lokesh.

Their participation re-
flects strong political support 
for the project, which is be-
ing seen as a major driver of 
industrial growth in the state.

From the corporate side, 
industry leaders Lakshmi 
Mittal and Aditya Mittal are 
also expected to be present at 
the ceremony.Their presence 
highlights the strategic im-
portance of the investment 
and the company’s commit-
ment to expanding its foot-
print in India’s steel sector.

Naidu to lay foundation for ₹1.35 
Lakh Cr Arcelor-Mittal Nippon 

Steel Plant in AP on Mar 23

New Delhi: Business 
conglomerate Vedanta 
Group has approached the 
National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT), challenging the 
NCLT’s approval to Adani 
Group’s bid for acquiring 
Jaiprakash Associates Ltd 
for Rs 14,535 crore.

Anil Agarwal-led Ve-
danta Group was in the race 
to acquire Jaiprakash Asso-
ciates Ltd (JAL) through an 
insolvency process, but the 
lenders in November last 
year approved the resolu-
tion plan or bid of Adani 
Enterprises Ltd.

On March 17, the Na-
tional Company Law Tribu-

nal (NCLT), Allahabad 
bench, approved Adani En-
terprises Ltd’s Rs 14,535 
crore bid to acquire Jaip-
rakash Associates Ltd 
(JAL) through the insolven-
cy process. In a regulatory 
filing, JAL had informed 
that the NCLT, Allahabad 
bench, has “orally pro-
nounced an order on March 
17, 2026” approving the 
resolution plan submitted 
by Adani Enterprises Ltd.

Now, mining giant Va-
danta has filed an appeal 
against the said NCLT order 
before the appellate insol-
vency tribunal NCLAT.

The matter is listed for 
hearing on Monday before a 

two-member bench com-
prising Chairperson Justice 
Ashok Bhushan and Mem-
ber (Technical) Barun Mi-
tra.

In November last year, 
a Committee of Creditors 
(CoC) approved the resolu-
tion plan by business ty-

coon Gautam Adani to ac-
quire JAL.

Adani Enterprises had 
outbid Vedanta and Dalmia 
Bharat to win the bid for 
JAL.

Adani got the maxi-
mum 89 per cent votes from 
creditors, followed by Dal-

mia Cement (Bharat) and 
Vedanta Group.

JAL, which has high-
quality assets and business 
interests spanning real es-
tate, cement manufactur-
ing, hospitality, power and 
engineering & construc-
tion, was admitted to the 
CIRP in June 2024 after it 
defaulted on payments of 
loans aggregating Rs 
57,185 crore.

JAL has major real es-
tate projects like Jaypee 
Greens in Greater Noida, a 
part of Jaypee Greens Wish-
town in Noida (both on the 
outskirts of the national 
capital), and the Jaypee In-
ternational Sports City, lo-

cated near the upcoming 
Jewar International Airport.

It also has three com-
mercial/industrial office 
spaces in Delhi-NCR, while 
its hotel division has five 
properties in Delhi-NCR, 
Mussoorie, and Agra.

JAL has four cement 
plants in Madhya Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh, and a 
few leased limestone mines 
in Madhya Pradesh.

It also has investments 
in subsidiaries, including 
Jaiprakash Power Ventures 
Ltd, Yamuna Expressway 
Tolling Ltd, Jaypee Infra-
structure Development Ltd, 
and several other compa-
nies.

Vedanta moves NCLAT, challenges NCLT nod to 
Adani's bid for acquiring Jaiprakash Associates

New Delhi : India’s en-
trepreneurial landscape is 
changing rapidly. More 
women today are launching 
businesses, leading MSMEs, 
investing in property, and 
building long-term financial 
assets than ever before. Their 
participation is not only re-
shaping households and in-
dustries but also strengthen-
ing India’s broader economic 
momentum. Policy support 
for this shift has steadily 
grown over the past decade. 
Initiatives such as the Wom-
en Entrepreneurship Plat-
form by NITI Aayog, Stand-
Up India, and targeted 
MSME credit schemes sig-
nal a clear national direction 
— women must be central 
contributors to economic ex-
pansion. Yet, despite this 
supportive policy ecosys-
tem, access to structured and 
timely credit remains a prac-
tical challenge for many 
women entrepreneurs and 
professionals.

The difficulty often lies 
not in the lack of capability 
or ambition, but in navigat-

ing a lending environment 
that can feel fragmented. Eli-
gibility frameworks vary 
across lenders, documenta-
tion expectations differ, and 
approval timelines are not 
always predictable. For bor-
rowers seeking to expand 
businesses, raise capital 
against property, or for-
malise growing enterprises, 
these complexities can slow 
down important financial de-
cisions.

A woman entrepreneur 
with stable cash flows and 
strong repayment capacity 
may still spend considerable 
time identifying the lender 
best suited to her financial 
profile. In several cases, via-
ble borrowers approach mul-
tiple institutions before find-
ing the right structure or 
approval framework.

The issue, therefore, is 
rarely creditworthiness. 
More often, it is clarity and 
alignment within the credit 
process.

“Women entrepreneurs 
in India are building serious 
businesses and creating real 

economic value, The oppor-
tunity today lies in making 
access to credit more trans-
parent and efficient. When 
borrowers can clearly under-
stand which lenders are 
aligned with their profile, the 
process becomes faster and 
far more productive.” says 
Nitin Khandelwal, Founder 
& CEO, OneNDF.

As women increasingly 
participate in asset owner-
ship and enterprise creation, 
the demand for structured 
capital is becoming more 
visible. Borrowing today is 
driven by clear objectives — 
expanding MSMEs, acquir-
ing residential or commer-
cial property, investing in 
professional ventures, or 
strengthening long-term fi-
nancial security.

What the ecosystem in-
creasingly requires is greater 
transparency in how borrow-
ers connect with lenders.

Platforms that bring to-
gether lender networks, eli-
gibility insights, and struc-
tured advisory can help 
simplify this journey. 

Beyond Policy: Closing India’s Credit 
Gap for Women Entrepreneurs

New Delhi: Union Coal 
and Mines Minister G Kis-
han Reddy will launch the 
7th Tranche of Auction of 
Critical and Strategic Min-
eral Blocks on Monday, ac-
cording to a statement.

Critical minerals are 
pivotal for the country's 
economic development and 
mineral security. The global 
transition towards clean en-
ergy and advanced technol-
ogies has significantly in-
creased the demand for 
minerals such as lithium, 
graphite, rare earth ele-
ments (REE), tungsten, va-
nadium, titanium and other 
rare metals.

 Their limited availabil-
ity and geographical con-
centration pose challenges 
to resilient supply chains 
worldwide.

Recognising their stra-
tegic importance, the Gov-
ernment of India amended 
the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regula-
tion) Act, 1957 (MMDR 
Act) on August 17, 2023, 
notifying 24 minerals as 

Critical and Strategic Min-
erals. This amendment em-
powers the Central Govern-
ment to auction Mining 
Leases and Composite Li-
cences for these minerals. 
The revenue generated 
from these auctions accrues 
to the respective State Gov-
ernments, the statement 
added.

So far, the Ministry of 
Mines has successfully 
launched six tranches of 
auctions, with 46 critical 
and strategic mineral blocks 
already auctioned, reflect-
ing strong industry partici-
pation and growing confi-
dence in India's mineral 
sector.

 Building on this mo-
mentum, the Seventh 
Tranche will offer 19 blocks 
across several States under 
Mining Lease and Compos-
ite Licence. These blocks 
comprise a diverse basket 
of minerals essential for 
sectors such as clean ener-
gy, advanced technologies, 
fertilizers and strategic in-
dustries, the release further 

stated.
The auction framework 

has been progressively 
strengthened to ensure 
transparency, efficiency and 
faster operationalisation of 
mineral blocks.

Recent reforms, includ-
ing the Mineral (Auction) 
Second Amendment Rules, 
2025, have streamlined 
post-auction timelines such 
as submission of perfor-
mance security, upfront 
payment and issuance of 
Letter of Intent. Addition-
ally, the Mineral (Auction) 
Amendment Rules, 2026, 
have introduced the provi-
sion of Insurance Surety 
Bond as an alternative to 
bank guarantees, enhancing 
flexibility for bidders.

The auction will be con-
ducted online through a 
transparent two-stage as-
cending forward auction 
process, wherein the suc-
cessful bidder will be se-
lected based on the highest 
percentage of value of min-
eral dispatched quoted, the 
statement added.

Govt to launch 7th tranche of critical 
mineral auctions to boost mineral security


