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PM Modi highlights India’s technological rise and

democratic strength at Diaspora event in The Hague

New Delhi : Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday hailed India’s rapid techno-
logical transformation, democratic resilience
and growing global influence while address-
ing members of the Indian community in The
Hague during his visit to the Netherlands.

Speaking to a large gathering of the Indi-
an diaspora, Modi praised the community for
maintaining strong cultural ties with India and
contributing to the country’s image abroad
through their achievements and professional
success.

“Delighted to interact with the Indian
community in The Hague. Their warmth,
achievements and strong bond with India con-
tinue to make us proud,” the Prime Minister
said.

Emphasising the enduring nature of In-
dian civilisation, Modi said India’s cultural
identity had remained vibrant despite centu-
ries of global change.

“History bears witness that many civi-
lizations and cultures disappeared with the
passage of time. But India’s diverse culture
still beats strongly in the hearts of its people
today,” he said.

The Prime Minister also reflected on his
long tenure in public office, describing the
continued support he has received from voters
over the past two-and-a-half decades as his
“greatest asset.”

“13 years as Chief Minister... 12 years of
service as Prime Minister... In the democrat-
ic world, receiving the continuous support of
crores and crores of voters for 25 years... this
is a matter of immense good fortune for me,”
Modi said.

“For me, this is not just a number... it is

my greatest asset,” he added.

Highlighting India’s economic and tech-
nological progress, Modi said the country
was making major advances in semiconduc-
tor manufacturing and emerging technologies.
He noted that work was currently underway
on 12 semiconductor plants across India, with
production already having started at two fa-
cilities.

“This means that chips will now be ‘de-
signed in India’ as well as ‘made in India’,”
he said.

The Prime Minister also pointed to the
rapid growth of India’s startup ecosystem,
saying the country now had nearly 125 active
unicorns and the world’s third-largest startup
network.

“Our startups are doing remarkable work
in Al, defense and space sector,” Modi said,
adding that India’s innovation-driven econo-
my was opening new opportunities for global
cooperation.

Referring to India’s democratic frame-
work, Modi said the country took pride in en-

suring participation from every citizen.

“India values the democratic participation
of every one of its citizens. And as the mother
of democracy, this is a matter of great pride
for all of us,” he said.

Modi said India and the Netherlands were
working together to build trusted and trans-
parent global supply chains and could deepen
cooperation in areas ranging from technology
and trade to strategic projects on the interna-
tional stage.

“India and the Netherlands can coordinate

in the global arena and work on securing glob-
al projects,” he said.

Describing the current decade as one
marked by uncertainty and global crises, Modi
referred to the Covid-19 pandemic and ongo-
ing international conflicts as major challenges
confronting the world community.

“This decade is becoming a decade of
challenges for the world,” he said.

At the same time, the Prime Minister as-
serted that India remained a land of opportu-
nity driven equally by technological advance-
ment and human values.

“India is a land of opportunities. India is
both technology driven and humanity driven,”
he said.

Modi said India was presently undergoing
an unprecedented phase of transformation fu-
elled by the aspirations of its people.

“Today’s India is going through a phase of
unprecedented transformation,” he said.

“Aspirations in India are unlimited, so ef-
forts are also becoming limitless,” the Prime
Minister added.

Modi’s address came as India continues
to strengthen engagement with European na-
tions, including the Netherlands, in areas such
as technology, trade, climate cooperation,
semiconductors and strategic supply chains.
The Netherlands has emerged as an important
economic partner for India within the Europe-
an Union, with both countries seeking closer
cooperation in innovation, water management,
clean energy and advanced manufacturing.

The Indian diaspora in the Netherlands,
estimated to number over 200,000 people, has
played a significant role in enhancing cultural
and economic ties between the two countries.

CBI arrests another
mastermind in NEET-UG
2026 biology paper leak case

New Delhi : The Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Saturday said it
has identified and arrest-
ed another mastermind al-
legedly involved in leaking
Biology questions for the
NEET-UG 2026 examina-
tion.

“Another key accused,
Ms. Manisha  Gurunath
Mandhare, a senior Botany
teacher from Pune, Maha-
rashtra, has been arrested
in Delhi after thorough in-
terrogation by the CBI. She
was involved in the NEET-
UG 2026 examination pro-
cess and had been appointed
by the NTA as an expert,” a
CBI official said.

The official added that
she had complete access
to the Botany and Zoolo-
gy question papers. During
April 2026, she alleged-
ly mobilized prospective
NEET candidates through
Manisha Wagmare of Pune,
who was arrested earlier on
May 14, 2026, and conduct-
ed special coaching classes
for students at her residence
in Pune.

During these classes,
she allegedly explained and
disclosed several questions
from Botany and Zoolo-
gy, asking students to note
them down in notebooks
and mark them in their
textbooks. A majority of
these questions reportedly
matched the actual NEET-
UG 2026 examination paper
held on May 3, 2026.

The CBI had registered
the case on May 12, 2026,
based on a written com-

plaint filed by the Depart-
ment of Higher Education
under the Ministry of Edu-
cation regarding the alleged
paper leak in the NEET-UG
2026 examination.

So far, nine accused
have been arrested in con-
nection with the case from
Delhi, Jaipur, Gurugram,
Nashik, Pune, and Ahily-
anagar. Of them, five ac-
cused have already been
produced before the court
and remanded to seven days
of police custody for de-
tailed interrogation.

Two other accused ar-
rested on Friday were pro-
duced before a court in Pune
and later shifted to Delhi af-
ter obtaining transit remand.
They are now being pro-
duced before a Delhi court.

The investigation has
reportedly  revealed the
source of the Chemistry and
Biology paper leaks, along
with middlemen who al-
legedly mobilized students
paying lakhs of rupees to
attend special coaching
classes where likely exam
questions were discussed.

The CBI said it remains
committed to conducting a
comprehensive, impartial,
and professional investiga-
tion into the case.

cloudy conditions.

Authorities said that parts of South Central Maharashtra
and South Marathwada have already witnessed a slight drop
in temperature, creating favorable conditions for pre-mon-
soon showers and thunderstorm activity. Due to changing
weather patterns, several districts may experience sudden
rain spells, lightning, and windy conditions during the fore-

cast period.

The IMD has indicated that lower daytime temperatures

IMD issues rain alert for parts of
Maharashtra over next four days

Pune : The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
issued a rain alert for several parts of Maharashtra over the
next four days, warning of thunderstorms and gusty winds
in multiple regions. According to weather officials, coastal
areas, including the Konkan region and neighboring Goa, are
likely to receive rainfall accompanied by strong winds and

conditions.

WEATHER FOR NEXT FOUR DAYS

KONKAN & GOA REGION
» Mumbai, Thane, Palghar, Raigad, Ratnagiri,
Sindhudurg, Neighboring Goa | Thunderstorms

are expected to persist in some areas over the coming days,
increasing the possibility of scattered thunderstorms and
moderate rainfall. Residents in vulnerable regions have been
advised to remain alert, especially during evening hours
when thunderstorm activity is expected to intensify.
Farmers and citizens have also been urged to take pre-
cautionary measures to avoid damage to crops, vehicles, and
outdoor structures due to gusty winds and lightning strikes.
Weather officials are closely monitoring the situation, and
further updates are expected based on changing atmospheric

Meanwhile, the temporary relief from intense summer
heat has brought some comfort to people in several districts,

with gusty winds

» Coastal Areas | Heavy to very heavy
pre-monsoon showers

INTERIOR MAHARASHTRA

» Pune, Kolhapur, Satara, Nashik | Thunderstorm
with lightning & cloudy conditions

» South Central Mah & South Marathwada adda
Districts | Pre-monsoon showers and windy conditions
» All Districts | Further decrease in daytime
temperature likely

though authorities cautioned that unstable weather may con-
tinue throughout the week.

Residents and farmers advised to take precautionary measures.

IMD issues yellow alert for Mumbai, Thane, Palghar, Raigad amid hot and humid conditions

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued a
yellow alert for Mumbai, Thane,
Palghar, and Raigad districts,
warning of hot and humid weather

conditions likely to continue until
the morning of May 17, officials
said on Saturday.

According to the Regional
Meteorological Centre, isolated

pockets in the Mumbai Metropol-
itan Region are likely to experi-
ence heatwave-like conditions.
Mumbai recorded a maximum
temperature of around 36°C and a

minimum of 27°C, with humidity
levels amplifying discomfort.
Officials advised residents to
stay hydrated and limit outdoor
exposure during peak afternoon

hours. While Mumbai and Raigad
are forecast to remain largely dry,
light rain and thunderstorms may
occur in Thane and Raigad toward
the weekend.

Maharashtra Cyber asks Apple, Google to remove Ola,
Uber, Rapido apps over illegal bike taxi operations

Mumbai : In a major escala-
tion against unauthorized trans-
port platforms, the Maharashtra
State Cyber Department has di-
rected tech giants Google and Ap-
ple to remove and disable access
to ride-hailing applications Ola,
Uber, and Rapido from their re-
spective app stores.

The strict directive follows al-
legations that the aggregators have
been operating illegal two-wheel-
er bike taxi services, flouting the
state’s Electric Vehicle (EV) pol-
icy, and severely compromising
passenger safety norms.

The Office of the Additional

Director General of Police, Ma-
harashtra Cyber, issued formal
notices to Apple and Google un-
der Section 79(3)(b) of the Infor-
mation Technology Act, 2000.
The enforcement agency stated
that the bike taxi services run via
these platforms are entirely un-
lawful and violate the regulatory
framework prescribed by the State
Transport Department and the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act.

The notices further warned
both tech companies that failure to
comply with the directives of In-
dian law enforcement could invite
strict legal action and affect their

intermediary liability protections.

The state government has
taken a particularly stern view on
safety deficiencies, labeling the
platforms’ existing safeguards as
“highly inadequate.” Authorities
pointed out critical failures in
Comprehensive driver background
verification, Valid insurance pro-
tections for commuters, dedicated
emergency response and women’s
safety mechanisms.

The crackdown intensified fol-
lowing a recent tragic accident in-
volving an unauthorized bike taxi,
which resulted in the death of a
female passenger. The incident led

to a criminal case being registered
alongside multiple complaints
across various police stations in
Mabharashtra regarding misconduct
and regulatory breaches by bike
riders.

The cyber department’s sud-
den intervention follows a formal
letter sent on May 12 by Maha-
rashtra Transport Minister Pratap
Sarnaik, who urged immediate ac-
tion against the digital aggregators.

Confirming the development,
Minister Sarnaik clarified that
while the government is not op-
posed to the concept of bike tax-
is, the platforms have consistently

failed to comply with the state’s
EV bike taxi policy framework de-
spite temporary windows provided
to regularize their documentation.

“Letters have been dispatched
through Maharashtra Cyber to
Google and Apple regarding these
apps. Bike taxis are running il-
legally in Maharashtra, and zero
tolerance will be shown,” Sarnaik
stated.

Emphasizing the administra-
tion’s stance, the Minister added,
While generating employment is
important, the safety of women
remains our absolute supreme pri-
ority.

Maratha reservation agitator Jarange
Patil to begin hunger strike from May 30

Sunetra-led NCP denies Tatkare, Patel shut out of party office

Mumbai : Maratha reservation agita-
tor Manoj Jarange-Patil announced here to-
day that he will go on a hunger strike from
May 30 to protest alleged delay in the pro-
cess of issuing Kunbi caste certificates to the
Maratha community, which would make
them eligible to get government job
reservations. “The Maratha commu-
nity should have received Kunbi
certificates on time, but many are
still not getting the certificates,”
Jarange-Patil said. Earlier, the
Maratha reservation quota activ-
ist had gone on a prolonged hunger
strike at Azad Maidan in August 2025,
which lasted for days and saw thousands of
his followers occupy Azad Maidan area in
South Mumbai. Later, he withdrew his agi-
tation and left Mumbai after Minister Rad-
hakrishna Vikhe-Patil gave him a set of as-
surances on behalf of the state government.

Minister Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil was

on a visit to Ahilyanagar. Speaking on the
occasion, Vikhe-Patil said, “After becoming
the chairman of the Maratha Reservation
Sub-Committee, I began implementation of

the Hyderabad Gazette. I have given 2.5 lakh

Kunbi certificates. As the chairman of
the Maratha Reservation Sub-Com-
mittee, | have sent letters to all the
MLAs. “Local MLAs should try
to solve the problems faced at the
local level. We have now started
the process of Satara Gazette. We
accept that the Satara Gazette has
not been implemented, but the pro-
cess is going on”.

“Also, if my resignation as the chairman
of the sub-committee satisfies Jarange Patil, I
am ready to resign. Also, I will meet Jarange
Patil soon and inform him about the work
done so far. If he has any misunderstandings,
I will try to clear them,” Minister Radhakrish-
na Vikhe-Patil said.

Mumbai : The Sunetra
Ajit Pawar-led NCP’s Or-
ganising General Secretary
Sanjay Prajapati and Na-
tional President of Youth
NCP Dheeraj Sharma today
issued statements denying
that party leaders Sunil Tat-
kare and Praful Patel were
stopped from entering the
Delhi office of the party.

They also denied any
internal conflict within the
party, saying that such per-
ceptions about any internal
rift are false reports which
appeared in a section of the
media.

However, it it learnt
that Brijmohan Srivastava,
a supporter of Sunil Tatkare
and Praful Patel based in
the party’s Delhi office, was

detained by some Sunetra
Pawar-led NCP workers
and asked to explain why
he allegedly spread false
messages which indicated
an internal rift within the
party.

In the recent leadership
reshuffle within the party,
Tatkare-Patel supporter
Brijmohan Srivastava was
not given a place in the new
Executive Committee of the
party, which upset him.

It has also been alleged
that Brijmohan Srivastava
allegedly spread false in-
formation that there is an
internal dispute in the party
and only Pawar family and
their relatives were given a
chance in the party’s new
Executive Committee.

Reacting to Brijmohan
Srivastava’s alleged moves,
angry Sunetra Pawar-led
NCP youth workers stopped
Brijmohan Srivastava and
demanded an explanation.

So far, neither Sunetra
Pawar who heads the party,
nor Sunil Tatkare nor Praful
Patel have spoken anything
about equations within the
party.

The development came
after Sharad Pawar-led
NCP MLA Rohit Pawar
here today said that both
Sunil Tatkare and Praful
Patel met founder of the un-
divided NCP Sharad Pawar
recently and complained
against NCP chief and Dep-
uty CM Sunetra Pawar’s el-
der son Parth Patel.

Rohit Pawar stated that
both Tatkare and Patel com-
plained to Sharad Pawar
that Sunetra Pawar’s elder
son Parth Patel does not
give them the respect which
they used to get from his fa-
ther, the late Ajit Pawar.

According to Rohit
Pawar, the late Ajit Pawar
had insisted on unifying
both the NCPs when he was
alive. Reacting to Rohit
Pawar’s statements, a Sun-
etra Ajit Pawar-led NCP
leader Umesh Patil said,
“Sunil Tatkare is the state
president of the NCP and
will remain so. Journalists
should note that Praful Pa-
tel is the working president
and will remain so. Rohit
Pawar is trying to take ad-

vantage of Ajit Pawar’s
name.”

“Rohit Pawar has his
eye on Baramati which was
Ajit Pawar’s stronghold.
Rohit Pawar is making a
fuss about the investiga-
tion into Ajit Pawar’s plane
crash. He is trying to drag
down Ajit Pawar’s legacy.
He should not worry about
Ajit Pawar’s party. All the
MLAs and MPs from his
party are ready to join our
party but we have not taken
any decision yet,” Umesh
Patil claimed.

However, party insiders
said that the leadership is
attempting to downplay the
issue to avoid further esca-
lation ahead of key organi-
sational decisions.
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Suvendu Adhikari announces crackdown
on police unionism, extortion networks

Kolkata: Indicating an over-
haul of police administration in the
state, West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari announced a se-
ries of major administrative and
policing measures, including the
dissolution of the Police Welfare
Board, a crackdown on alleged ex-
tortion networks and stricter action
against attacks on police person-
nel.

Addressing a press conference
after a high-level administrative
meeting in Diamond Harbour over
preparations for the Falta Assem-
bly by-election on Saturday, the
Chief Minister said, “If anyone at-
tacks police personnel, strict pun-
ishment will follow.”

The meeting was attended by
senior officials linked to the by-
election process and several police
officers from South 24 Parganas
district.

Police officials from different
police stations across the state also
joined virtually following the
Prime Minister’s call for adminis-
trative coordination.

The Chief Minister alleged that
the Police Welfare Board had
turned into a political organisation
and announced its immediate dis-
solution.

“The Police Welfare Board has
become a party organisation. The
names of Shantanu Sinha Biswas
and Bijiteshwar Raut are known.
Today we dissolved the board. We
will remove the concept of aggres-
sive trade unionism,” he said.

He also added that a new board
would be formed within three
months after consultations with
police officers under the leadership
of'the Chief Secretary.

Announcing a crackdown on il-
legal toll collection and transport
syndicates, Adhikari said police
had been directed to take strict ac-
tion against illegal toto (e-rick-
shaw) and auto syndicates.

“Till now there was the ruler’s
law, now rule of law will be estab-
lished. Work according to law,” he
said.

The Chief Minister said several
administrative orders had been is-
sued over the past week and an-
nounced that policing in the state
would now be conducted under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

He further said that people al-
legedly affected by political vio-
lence during the last five years
would be allowed to lodge fresh
complaints, regardless of whether
documentary proof was available.

Police have been instructed to
investigate and register new FIRs

wherever necessary.

“After today’s press confer-
ence, victims of political violence,
lower-rank police personnel who
faced harassment, people tortured
unjustly by police, and women
who could not file complaints at
police stations earlier can now sub-
mit complaints afresh,” he said.

At the same time, Adhikari
warned against filing of false com-
plaints.

“If thousands of false com-
plaints are filed, action will be tak-
en under the relevant sections of
the BNS,” he added.

The Chief Minister also an-
nounced strict action against those
accused of demanding money for
providing benefits under central
government schemes. “If there is
documentary evidence, the ac-
cused will be arrested directly.
Even without documents, police

will investigate,” he said.

On police administration, Ad-
hikari said female police personnel
would be given preference for
transfers to neighbouring districts.

“If a sister from Alipurduar
works in North Dinajpur or Sili-
guri, it is better than posting her in
Bankura or Purulia,” he said.

The government will also ex-
amine whether officers should re-
main posted in the same district for
more than 15 years.

Referring to the recent vio-
lence in Asansol, the Chief Minis-
tersaid 15 people had been arrested
in connection with Friday’s inci-
dent.

“There was no BNS here earli-
er, now there is. There was an at-
mosphere of fear and no proper
system. The situation will be moni-
tored for the next one month,” he
said.

He directed the Director Gen-
eral and Additional Director Gen-
erals of Police to ensure that the
recently issued administrative or-
ders were implemented on the
ground.

Warning those involved in at-
tacks on police stations and public
property, Adhikari said, “Action
will be taken according to law
against those involved in vandal-
ism at police stations. Damage to
government property will be re-
covered from personal property.”

The Chief Minister also said
central forces would remain in the
state for another two months.

“I'have told police and officials
that the duration should be extend-
ed because the state police do not
have that capacity at present,” he
said.

UP promotes rural tourism on World Agri-Tourism

Lucknow: Marking
World Agri-Tourism Day,
the Uttar Pradesh Tourism
Department on Saturday or-
ganised a series of rural
tourism activities across
multiple districts under its
recently launched ‘Visit My
State’ campaign, aiming to
strengthen  village-based
tourism, promote local live-
lihoods and encourage trav-
ellers to explore the cultural
richness of rural Uttar
Pradesh.

The initiative was car-
ried out across tourism vil-
lages in districts including
Jhansi, Firozabad, Mainpu-
ri, Prayagraj, Etawah, Bu-
landshahr, Lucknow, Saha-
ranpur, Shamli,
Muzaffarnagar, Siddharth-
nagar, Basti, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Chitrakoot, Maho-
ba, Hamirpur and Banda.
Through these activities,
the tourism department
sought to take tourism be-
yond traditional destina-
tions and introduce visitors
to authentic rural experi-
ences rooted in agriculture,
local culture and traditional
lifestyles.

Officials said the cam-
paign was designed to
showcase the real essence
of village life by promoting
farm stays, local cuisine,
handicrafts, folk traditions
and community-based hos-
pitality.

The initiative also
aimed to create economic
opportunities for villagers
by connecting tourism with
agriculture and rural entre-

Day under ‘Visit My State’ campaign

preneurship.

In Prayagraj’s Singraur
village, visitors participat-
ed in an agro-tourism expo-
sure visit and guided village
tour where they observed
farming activities, interact-
ed with local residents and
gained insight into rural tra-
ditions and agricultural
practices. The programme
drew enthusiastic participa-
tion from students and tour-
ists interested in sustainable
tourism experiences.

Etawah’s Bara Khera
village hosted activities fo-
cused on farm stays, local
food experiences and nature
trails.

Visitors explored agri-
cultural fields, tasted re-
gional dishes prepared us-
ing traditional methods and
experienced the simplicity
of rural living, which offi-
cials said is becoming in-
creasingly attractive to ur-
ban travellers seeking
eco-friendly tourism op-
tions.

In Jhansi’s Patha Khar-
ka wvillage, students took
part in interactive sessions
on tulsi cultivation, tradi-
tional pottery-making and

local culinary traditions.
The activities were organ-
ised at a village farm stay
where participants were in-
troduced to the importance
of medicinal farming and
indigenous crafts that con-
tinue to sustain rural com-
munities.

A major attraction was
organised in Barabanki,
where students from a Luc-
know-based school visited
a beekeeping centre in Ra-
jauli village. During the
visit, they learnt about hon-
ey production techniques,
different bee species and the
ecological importance of
beekeeping. Students were
also given an opportunity to
taste different varieties of
honey produced locally.

Similarly, students and
young visitors in Firoz-
abad’s Akbarpur and Main-
puri’s Sahan and Bhanwat
villages explored farm stays
and interacted with villag-
ers to understand how rural
tourism models are being
developed in Uttar Pradesh.
Officials said such visits
help young people appreci-
ate agriculture, rural culture
and sustainable lifestyles.

Vijayendra takes metro ride backing

Modi’s fuel conservation call

Bengaluru: Responding to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s appeal for

fuel conservation and austerity mea-
sures amid global economic uncertain-
ty, Karnataka BJP President and MLA B
Y Vijayendra travelled by the Bengalu-
ru Metro on Friday while heading to a
party programme at Kumbalagodu.

Vijayendra travelled from Majestic
on the Challaghatta-Kengeri Metro cor-
ridor, drawing public attention amid ris-
ing fuel prices and the ongoing national
debate on fuel conservation.

Speaking to reporters during the
journey, Vijayendra said the Prime Min-
ister’s call for limited fuel usage and
austerity measures was timely in view
of global economic challenges and geo-
political tensions, particularly the con-

Bhubaneswar: Inasig-
nificant move aimed at pro-
moting fuel conservation
and responsible resource
management, Odisha’s
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (H&UD) Depart-
ment has issued a compre-
hensive advisory directing
officers and other employees
to adopt strict fuel-saving
measures, including “vehi-
cle pooling” and “ride-shar-
ing” for official duties.

The advisory, issued by
Additional Chief Secretary
Usha Padhee, comes against

flict involving the United States and
Iran.
He said Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had urged citizens to seriously
think about fuel conservation and make
greater use of public transport systems.

the backdrop of prevailing
global economic uncertainty
and evolving international

developments that demand
prudent use of public re-
sources.

Aligned with the Prime
Minister’s call for sustain-
able resource management
and energy conservation, the
initiative underscores the
Odisha government’s com-
mitment to administrative
efficiency and cost optimisa-
tion.

Under the new directive,
officers using official vehi-
cles for meetings, inspec-
tions, field visits, and other
government-related engage-
ments have been asked to
prioritise shared transporta-
tion arrangements wherever

feasible. Senior officers at-
tending common meetings
or events will coordinate
pooling mechanisms to min-
imise unnecessary fuel con-
sumption.

According to the advi-
sory, collective transport
practices are expected to
substantially cut avoidable
fuel expenditure, improve
administrative coordination,
and contribute to broader na-
tional energy conservation
goals.

The department has also
specifically discouraged the
use of official vehicles for
lunch outings and other non-
essential short-distance per-

Odisha H&UD Department mandates fuel
conservation drive, urges vehicle pooling

sonal trips during office
hours.

Instead, officers and
staff have been encouraged
to choose shared mobility
options or environmentally
friendly alternatives  for
shorter travel needs.

Importantly, the fuel
conservation directive is not
limited to the State Secretar-
iat alone. It has been extend-
ed to all agencies, director-
ates, and organisations
functioning  under  the
H&UD Department, with
clear instructions to imple-
ment similar measures
across their offices with sin-
cerity and commitment.

Mayawati seeks aid for UP storm
victims, slams fuel price hike

Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
national president Mayawati has demanded
that the state government extend generous as-
sistance to families affected by the recent se-
vere storm in Uttar Pradesh, "So that devas-

tated families can restart their lives."

She also criticized the central govern-
ment for increasing petrol and diesel prices by
Rs. 3 perliter. Posting on X on Saturday, May-
awati said that the severe storm has caused
massive destruction of life and property in

many parts of Uttar Pradesh.

The state government should generously
assist the victims in every possible way so that
they can rebuild their devastated/shattered

families and restart their lives.

Mayawati expressed concern over the

these families.

continued rise in petroleum prices.

She said that the central government's in-
crease of Rs 3 per liter in the price of petrol
and diesel will severely impact the lives of
millions of poor people, hardworking fami-
lies, farmers, and the middle class. This infla-
tion will directly impact the livelihoods of all

The BSP chief said that the government
should take necessary and meaningful steps
to reduce inflation and this regular increase in
prices that makes life difficult. This is the need
of'the hour.It is noteworthy that over 110 peo-
ple have died and lakhs have been affected in
the storm that hit several districts of Uttar
Pradesh, including Bhadohi, Fatehpur, Son-
bhadra, and Badaun on Tuesday night.

Kolkata: In a signifi-
cant development, Uttam
Das, brother of Trinamool
Congress MLA from Can-
ning West in South 24 Parga-
nas district in West Bengal,
Paresh Ram Das was arrest-
ed by the police on Friday
night allegedly for his in-
volvement in an attempt to
murder a BJP worker during
post-poll violence.

Considered to be a pow-
erful local leader and presi-
dent of the Canning-I Pan-
chayat Samiti, Uttam Das,

was picked up from in front
of his residence at Mithakha-
li village in Canning.

Central forces accompa-
nied the police team during
the arrest operation and sur-
rounded the house while he
was being taken into custo-
dy.The arrest was made in
connection with the attack
on BJP worker Arghyadeep
Basu at Dighirpar village on
May 4, the day the West Ben-
gal Assembly election re-
sults were announced.

According to allega-

tions, unidentified persons
opened fire targeting the BJP
supporter during vote count-
ing. Basu sustained a bullet
injury on his right leg.Ten-
sion spread across the area
following Uttam Das’s ar-
rest.Soon after he was taken
to the police station, a large
number of his supporters
gathered outside the premis-
es. Police and central forces
later dispersed the crowd
amid fears of unrest.The ad-
ministration reportedly took
additional security measures

keeping in mind past inci-
dents in the Canning area
where accused persons were
allegedly snatched away
from police custody and at-
tacks on police personnel
had taken place.Heavy secu-
rity deployment was main-
tained outside the police sta-
tion throughout the night.
The situation in the area re-
mains tense after the arrest.
Uttam Das is likely to be pro-
duced before a court on Sat-
urdThe arrest comes amid
continuing allegations of

TMC MLA'’s brother arrested in Canning
over alleged role in attack on BJP worker

post-poll violence in differ-
ent parts of West Bengal fol-
lowing the Assembly elec-
tion results declared on May
4.The BJP, which won 207
seats in the state, has accused
Trinamool Congress work-
ers of carrying out attacks on
its supporters in several dis-
tricts.Despite  the BIP’s
sweeping victory across the
state, Trinamool Congress
candidate Paresh Ram Das
retained the Canning Pas-
chim seat by a margin of
more than 40,000 votes.

On directives of CM Yogi, Ministers visit homes of
disaster victims, distribute compensation cheques

Lucknow: On the in-
structions of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, compensa-
tion was distributed to peo-
ple affected by the recent
storm, heavy rains and light-
ning incidents that caused
loss of life and property.

In different districts, the
Ministers-in-charge handed
over financial assistance
cheques to the victims and
assured them that the gov-
ernment stands with them.

Along with Rs 4 lakh as-
sistance to the family of each
deceased person, relief ma-
terials and benefits of vari-
ous schemes were also pro-
vided.

Lakhimpur Kheri: A se-
vere storm and heavy rain on
the night of May 13 devas-
tated a family in Jamunia
Kadhile village of Mitauli
tehsil. The roof of the house
collapsed, resulting in the
tragic death of 40-year-old
Ratiram, son of Dina.

Following the incident,
district in-charge minister
Nitin Agarwal visited the vil-
lage on Thursday as directed
by the Chief Minister and
met the bereaved family. In
the presence of former MP
Jugul Kishore and DM An-
jani Kumar Singh, the minis-
ter handed over Rs 4 lakh as
disaster relief assistance and
a demo cheque of Rs 6,500
as house grant assistance to
the deceased’s wife and chil-
dren. Relief kits were also
distributed and every possi-
ble help was assured.

DM  Anjani
Singh said, “The family is
being provided Rs 4 lakh
from the disaster relief fund
along with benefits Grih An-
udan, Krishak Durghatna
Bima Yojana, Mukhyamant-
ri Awas Yojana, Parivarik
Labh Yojana, Nirashrit Ma-
hila Pension Yojana and CM
Bal Seva Yojana for both
children. The administration

Hardoi:

Kumar 13

will also provide agricultural
land lease support.”

Uttar Pradesh
Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) for Social Wel-
fare and District In-charge
Minister of Hardoi, Aseem
Arun, visited the affected
family in Aant Majra Aant
Sant village of Sandila tehsil
along with local public rep-
resentatives and expressed
deep condolences.

The minister consoled
the family of deceased An-
kita, who died after being
struck by lightning on May

He said, “The state gov-
ernment under Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath is com-
mitted to providing quick
assistance with sensitivity
during natural disasters.

He also informed Kam-
la, mother of the deceased,
that Rs 4 lakh relief assis-
tance had already been trans-
ferred to her bank account.

Notably, MP Ashok
Rawat and MLA Ram Pal
Verma also consoled the
grieving family on the occa-
sion.

Ambedkar Nagar: Dis-
trict  in-charge  minister
Girish Chandra Yadav visit-
ed the family of Sukna Devi
in Kudha Mohammadgarh
village, who died after a wall
collapsed during the storm.

He expressed condo-

lences and informed the fam-
ily that the state government
had provided Rs 4 lakh as fi-
nancial assistance to support
them during this difficult
time.He said the government
stands with the people of the
state in every difficult situa-
tion and shares their grief.
Sambhal: Due to the se-
vere storm and rain-related
disaster, Nemwati, daughter
of Rajpal Singh, and Bhag-

wan Singh, son of Veere,
died after being hit by a fall-
ing electric pole and house
wall in Gangheta village un-
der Kailadevi police station
area.District in-charge min-
ister and Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Home Guards and Civil De-
fence, Dharmveer Prajapati,
visited the village and met
the affected families.He ex-
pressed condolences and
handed over certificates con-
firming transfer of Rs 4 lakh
each into the victims fami-
lies’ bank accounts along
with disaster relief materials.
District Magistrate Ankit
Khandelwal and SP Krishna
Kumar Bishnoi were also
present.Badaun: In-charge
minister Gulab Devi distrib-
uted cheques of Rs 4 lakh
each to families affected by
the storm in Bisauli area. She
visited Birampur village,
met the bereaved families
and expressed condolences.

Relief materials were also
distributed among affected
families of Fatehpur Biram-
pur, Tarkparoli and Bhopat-
pur villages.

The minister said the
government stands with ev-
ery family in this difficult
time.Bareilly: A disaster re-
lief distribution programme
was held today in the audito-
rium of Aonla tehsil under
the chairmanship of Minister
of State (Independent
Charge) for Cooperation and
district in-charge minister
J.P.S. Rathore.Financial as-
sistance of Rs 4 lakh each
was provided to the families
of Devki, daughter of Rajesh
Kumar, aged 12 years from
Harrampur village, and Lee-
pi, wife of Umedi, aged six
years from Behta Juno vil-
lage, following loss of life in
the incidents.Apart from
this, Rs 1.62 lakh assistance
was distributed among 30
victims whose houses were

damaged in natural disasters,
while nine victims received
assistance for animal loss.

In Daruapur village, 10
farmers whose wheat crop
was destroyed in a fire inci-
dent were given a total assis-
tance amount of Rs 2,29,973
under the Chief Minister
Khet Khalihan and Accident
Assistance Scheme.

Additionally, under the
Mukhyamantri Krishak
Durghatna Kalyan Yojana,
financial assistance of Rs 5
lakh each was distributed to
Phoolwati wife of Chhotelal
of Manauna village, Urmila
Devi of Balliya village,
Navita wife of Lalan Singh
of Lilaur Sahasa village,
Kanyawati wife of Rakshpal
of Sarau village, Chandni
wife of Dharmendra of Lab-
hari Majra Gurgawan, Mahi-
pal son of Krishnapal of Mai
Kiratpur village and Varfa
Devi wife of Harpal of Sarau
village.
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Thane-Borivali Tunnel Work Begins,
Traffic Diversions For One Year

Thane The Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region
Development Authori-

ty (MMRDA) has start-
ed important construction
work for the much-await-
ed Thane-Borivali under-
ground tunnel project. Work
has begun in the Mullabag
area of Ghodbunder in
Thane.

Due to the construction,
the Thane Traffic Police has
announced major traffic di-
versions in the area. These
changes started on May
16, 2026, and will continue
till May 15, 2027. Officials
have already issued notices
about the new traffic rules
and alternate routes.

The Ghodbunder road
is used every day by thou-
sands of heavy vehicles
and other vehicles trav-
elling towards Gujarat,
Vasai-Virar, Borivali and
Mira-Bhayander. However,
people often face long traffic
jams because some parts of
the Ghodbunder Ghat road
are narrow. Officials believe
the tunnel project will help
reduce traffic problems in
the future.

The Mumbai Metropol-

itan Region Development
Authority has officially ini-
tiated critical construction
phases for the highly antici-
pated Thane-Borivali under-
ground twin-tunnel project,
marking a historic milestone
in the development of the
region’s transport network.
The initial construction foot-
print has been established in
the Mullabag area of Ghod-
bunder in Thane, where
heavy machinery and engi-
neering teams are being de-
ployed to begin groundwork

for this engineering marvel.
This ambitious infrastruc-
ture project aims to establish
a direct, subterranean high-
way link that will cut down
travel times between Thane
and the western suburbs to
just a fraction of the current
duration. The commence-
ment of this work represents
the culmination of extensive
planning and environmental
clearances, signaling a long-
term solution to the geo-
graphical barriers that have
historically separated these

two major urban zones.

To facilitate the heavy
construction work and en-
sure public safety around
the active excavation sites,
the Thane Traffic Police has
announced a comprehensive
plan for major traffic diver-
sions across the surrounding
road network. This sweep-
ing regulatory order official-
ly came into effect on May
16, 2026, and is mandated
to remain operational for an
entire calendar year, con-
cluding on May 15, 2027.

Law enforcement agencies
and municipal bodies have
already issued widespread
public notices, digital route
maps, and updated traffic
rules detailing the alterna-
tive arterial roads that com-
muters must utilize to navi-
gate around the construction
zone. The sheer duration of
the one-year diversion un-
derscores the immense scale
and complexity of the sub-
terranean engineering tasks
being undertaken beneath
the surface.

The Ghodbunder road
corridor serves as an irre-
placeable regional lifeline,
bearing the daily load of
thousands of heavy com-

mercial trucks, interstate
containers, and private
passenger vehicles trav-

eling toward Gujarat, Va-
sai-Virar, Borivali, and Mi-
ra-Bhayander. Because this
critical highway acts as the
primary transit artery link-
ing the central mainland to
the coastal western corri-
dors, any localized disrup-
tion inherently threatens to
trigger a cascading effect
across the entire metro-
politan transport network.

Major Train Changes At Dadar Station,
Passengers Asked To Check Schedule

Mumbai Train ser-
vices on Western Railway
will be affected on May 16
and 17 because of a major
engineering block at Dadar
station. Railway officials
said several outstation trains
will be delayed, rescheduled
or partially cancelled for
maintenance work and pas-
senger safety.

Officials said the work
is necessary to improve rail-
way infrastructure and en-
sure safer train operations.
Because of this, some trains
will start late, stop at differ-
ent stations or end their jour-
ney earlier than usual.

Train number 22946
Okha-Dadar Saurashtra
Mail, starting its journey on
May 16, will leave Okha
about 2 hours and 15 min-
utes late and will end its
journey at Borivali station
instead of Dadar.

Train number 09052
Bhusaval-Dadar ~ Special,
starting on May 16, will
leave Bhusaval one hour
late. Passengers have been
advised to check train sched-
ules before travelling to
avoid inconvenience.

The Western Railway
network is bracing for a
weekend of significant struc-
tural modifications as a ma-
jor engineering block gets

underway at Dadar station, a
vital transit artery for Mum-
bai’s commuting population.
This intensive maintenance
and infrastructure upgrade,
scheduled across May 16
and May 17, 2026, has
prompted senior railway of-
ficials to issue a comprehen-
sive advisory urging com-
muters and long-distance
travelers to double-check
their train schedules. The
planned operational block is
designed to execute essential
track maintenance, platform
upgrades, and signaling ad-
justments, all of which are
critical for enhancing long-
term operational efficiency
and reinforcing passenger
safety protocols on one of
the busiest rail corridors in
the country.

Because Dadar station
serves as a massive inter-
change hub where thousands
of passengers transition be-
tween various local and out-
station lines every hour, any
localized track possession
necessitates a sweeping re-
calibration of the surround-
ing timetable. Railway au-
thorities have clarified that
the massive undertaking will
inevitably cause a cascading
effect on several long-dis-
tance train services, leading
to a mix of delays, strategic

reschedulings, and partial
cancellations. While these
temporary disruptions are
expected to cause short-term
inconvenience to weekend
travelers, the administration
emphasizes that such blocks
are unavoidable for the
structural upkeep and mod-
ernization of the aging urban
rail infrastructure.

To minimize passen-
ger confusion and prevent
overcrowding at platforms,
the Western Railway divi-
sion has highlighted specif-
ic outstation trains that will
bear the immediate brunt of
the technical work. Among
the most notable modifi-
cations is the regulation of
Train Number 22946, the
Okha-Dadar Saurashtra
Mail; for its journey com-
mencing on May 16, this
service is scheduled to ex-
perience a departure delay
of approximately two hours
and fifteen minutes from
its origin station in Okha.
Furthermore, to completely
insulate the train from the
active construction zone at
Dadar, its inbound journey
will be short-terminated
at Borivali station, forcing
South Mumbai-bound pas-
sengers to seek alternative
local transit options from the
western suburb.

Mumbai Faces
As BMC Warns

Mumbai : Mumbai has
started facing a 10 per cent
water cut from May 16 as
water levels in lakes supply-
ing the city continue to fall.
The Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has
warned people not to use
electric pumps illegally to
draw extra water from pipe-
lines. The civic body said
strict action will be taken
against those who break the
rules.

The BMC said people
found using electric pumps
to take extra water may face
penalties, seizure of pumps,
water supply disconnection
and even criminal cases. Of-
ficials said the water cut has
been introduced as a precau-
tion because reservoir levels
are dropping and there are
concerns about a below-nor-
mal monsoon this year due
to weather conditions like El
Niflo and the Indian Ocean
Dipole (IOD).

According to BMC data,
the seven lakes that sup-
ply water to Mumbai had
340,399 million litres of
usable water as of May 11.

This is only 23.52 per cent
of the city’s yearly water re-
quirement of 14,47,363 mil-
lion litres.

The city of Mumbai has
officially entered a period
of strict water conservation,
with the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation enforc-
ing a mandatory ten percent
water cut across all residen-
tial and commercial sectors.

This sweeping munici-
pal directive is designed to
preserve the city’s rapidly
depleting water reserves
amid a scorching summer
and prolonged dry spell.
Alongside the supply re-
duction, the civic body has
issued an uncompromising
warning to citizens regard-
ing the illegal use of heavy
electric suction pumps to
draw additional water di-
rectly from the main distri-
bution pipelines.

The BMC has mobilized
specialized flying squads
across all administrative
wards to detect and penalize
rule-breakers, emphasizing
that individual greed during
a civic scarcity will not be

Water Trouble
Rule Breakers

tolerated.

The civic administration
has outlined a severe, multi-
tiered penalty system for
any housing society, com-
mercial establishment, or
individual resident caught
using unauthorized suction
devices.

Violators face imme-
diate and heavy financial
fines, the permanent seizure
of their electrical pumping
equipment, and the instanta-
neous disconnection of their
municipal water connection.
Furthermore, senior officials
have clarified that because
tampering with public utility
lines threatens the equitable
distribution of an essential
resource, the BMC will not
hesitate to register formal
criminal cases under public
property damage and theft
laws against persistent of-
fenders.

This aggressive legal
stance is intended to serve
as a strong deterrent against
resource hoarding.

This precautionary ten
percent reduction has been
deemed absolutely nec-

essary by urban planners
because the collective res-
ervoir levels have dropped
significantly, coupled with
mounting anxieties regard-
ing the upcoming monsoon
season. Long-range weather
forecasts have indicated that
regional precipitation could
remain below normal due
to complex global weather
patterns, including the lin-
gering effects of the El Nifio
phenomenon and a fluctu-
ating Indian Ocean Dipole.
By conserving ten percent of
the daily distribution now,
the city is actively building a
vital buffer to ensure that ba-
sic drinking and sanitation
needs can be met even if the
seasonal rains experience
a delayed arrival or a weak
onset in the catchment areas.

Providing a stark look
at the city’s current hydro-
logical reality, latest data re-
leased by the BMC hydrau-
lic engineering department
reveals that the seven prima-
ry lakes supplying Mumbai
are holding a combined total
of just 340,399 million liters
of usable water.

Leopard Seen Near Homes In
Bhayandar, Search Operation Started

Mumbai : A leopard was
spotted near a residential
area in Bhayandar West on
May 15, creating fear among
local residents. The wild an-
imal was reportedly looking
for food and was seen near
Shivam Garden in the Rai
Goan area.A woman living
nearby recorded a video from
her balcony at around 5 pm.
The video showed the leop-
ard calmly walking through
an open ground near a gutter
behind the building before
disappearing. After  getting
information, forest officials
started a search operation
in the area and appealed to
residents to stay alert. The
incident happened just a
week after another leopard
entered the Raheja Heights
complex in Goregaon East.A
leopard was spotted explor-
ing an open ground near a
residential area in Bhayandar
West on May 15, triggering
immediate safety concerns
and a swift response from
regional wildlife authorities.
The adult leopard was spe-
cifically observed navigating
the open spaces behind Shi-
vam Garden, located within

the Rai Gaon neighborhood.
The unexpected appearance
of the apex predator with-
in a semi-urban buffer zone
created an immediate wave
of anxiety among the local
population, who are unaccus-
tomed to seeing large wild-
life so close to their housing
complexes. Local commu-
nity groups quickly spread
the word across messaging
networks to ensure that fam-
ilies, especially those with

young children and pets, re-
mained indoors during the
evening hours.The presence
of the big cat was officially
documented when a local
resident managed to record
clear video footage from her
apartment balcony at approx-
imately 5:00 PM. The visual
evidence showed the leopard
calmly and unhurriedly tra-
versing an open plot of land
running parallel to a drain-
age channel right behind the

residential building, before
it melted back into the dense
vegetation of the surrounding
mangroves and scrubland.
Wildlife experts who re-
viewed the clip noted that the
animal did not display any
signs of aggression or panic,
suggesting it was likely nav-
igating its natural territory or
searching for small prey like
stray dogs or rodents, which
frequently draw leopards to-
ward urban fringes.

Mumbai Hospital Reaches Big
Success In Heart Treatment

§ |

Mumbai A Mum-
bai-based heart hospital
has completed more than
100 MyClip procedures for
patients suffering from se-
vere heart valve leakage.
Doctors said this is a major
achievement in advanced
heart treatment, especially
for patients who are not fit
for open-heart surgery.

The Heart and Vascu-
lar Superspeciality Hospi-
tals (HVSH) said its Heart
Valve Experts (HVE) team
successfully completed over
100 advanced clip proce-
dures for serious heart valve
problems.Doctors said this
treatment became available
in India in 2018, but many

patients could not afford it
earlier because the cost was

close to Rs 40 lakh. They
added that the treatment is

safer for elderly and high-
risk patients and helps them

recover faster without major
surgery. The Heart and Vas-
cular Superspeciality Hospi-
tals (HVSH) in Mumbai has
achieved a major milestone
in advanced cardiac care
by successfully completing
more than 100 MitraClip
procedures. This significant
medical breakthrough offers
a lifeline to patients suffer-
ing from severe heart valve
leakage, particularly those
diagnosed with critical mi-
tral valve regurgitation. For
many individuals within this
demographic, traditional
open-heart surgery carries
an unsustainably high risk
due to age or co-existing
health complications.

Chaos At Mumbai Mall Forces
Luxury Watch Event To Be Cancelled

Mumbai : A special
event for the launch of the
new Swatch x Audemars
Piguet watch collection was
cancelled in Mumbai after
huge crowds created chaos
at Palladium Mall in Lower
Parel on May 16.Many peo-
ple had gathered to buy the
limited-edition watch, but the
crowd soon became difficult to
control. Videos shared online
showed large crowds both in-
side and outside the mall near
the watch store.One visitor
claimed that some people en-
tered from another gate, which
led to arguments and pushing
between visitors and security
staff. Police and mall security
were later seen trying to con-
trol the crowd and clear the
area.Mall staff and authorities
reportedly called the situation
very disorderly. In one vid-

eo, a staff member was heard
saying, “We are not animals,”
while informing people that
the store would remain closed
for the day.The luxury retail
sector in Mumbai experienced
unprecedented disruption to-
day when a high-profile watch
launch event devolved into
chaos, forcing organizers to
completely abandon the sched-
uled product release. A mas-
sive crowd of horology enthu-
siasts and resellers descended
upon the Palladium Mall in
Lower Parel, drawn by the
highly anticipated arrival of a
limited-edition  collaboration
collection. However, the sheer
volume of prospective buy-
ers quickly overwhelmed the
venue’s prepared infrastruc-
ture, creating a volatile public
safety situation that required
the emergency intervention

of local law enforcement and
private security teams.The
disorder began escalating
early in the day as hundreds
of collectors gathered outside
the luxury retail outlet, eager
to secure a spot in line for the
rare timepieces. As the morn-
ing progressed, the density of
the crowd inside the enclosed
spaces of the shopping com-
plex reached critical levels,
stretching the mall’s crowd
management protocols to their
absolute limits. Videos rapidly
circulating across digital me-
dia platforms captured striking
footage of packed corridors,
with tightly grouped crowds
surging both within the main
atrium and along the perimeter
of the watch boutique, illus-
trating a rapid transition from
high consumer demand to op-
erational vulnerability.

Action

Mumbai : Traffic po-
lice have started action
against illegal autorickshaw
parking in Ghatkopar East
after repeated complaints
from local residents about
traffic jams near Sudha Park
in Garodia Nagar.

Mumbai Mayor Ritu
Tawde said unauthorised
rickshaw parking had been
causing daily traffic prob-
lems in the area, making it
difficult for senior citizens,
women and school students
to travel.

She said residents had
raised the issue with her, af-
ter which immediate action
was promised. Under the
guidance of Ghatkopar East
MLA Parag Shah, traffic

Begins Agalnst

police visited the area and
carried out inspections.

Photos shared online
showed officials checking
the area.

Rickshaw drivers were
given  strict  warnings,
and action was also taken
against those found break-
ing traffic rules.

The Mumbai Traffic
Police have launched an
enforcement drive against
unauthorized autorickshaw
parking in the Ghatkopar
East locality, addressing
a long-standing grievance
that has caused severe
gridlocks in the residential
block.

The targeted enforce-
ment operations are pri-

marily focused on the
thoroughfares surroundlng
Sudha Park, a prominent
micro-locality nestled with-
in the Garodia Nagar neigh-
borhood.

For months, residents
had expressed growing
frustration over the unre-
stricted expansion of illegal
parking stands, which had
effectively converted vital
driving lanes into chaotic
vehicular holding zones,
severely diminishing the
operational capacity of the
local road network.

The civic issue gained
high-level administrative
attention after local citizen
groups and resident wel-
fare associations formally

lllegal Rickshaw Parking In Ghatkopar

escalated
es to Mumbai Mayor Ritu
Tawde.

their grievanc-

Highlighting the
ground-level impact of the
situation, Mayor Tawde

noted that the unmanaged
accumulation of stationary
autorickshaws had estab-
lished a persistent, daily
traffic bottleneck that com-
promised the neighbor-
hood’s overall mobility.
She emphasized that
the resulting congestion
posed a disproportionate
challenge to more vul-
nerable pedestrian demo-
graphics, including senior
citizens navigating the
footpaths, women carrying
out daily household chores,
and school students trying
to reach transit hubs safely
during peak morning and
afternoon hours.
Following these intense
public complaints, the may-

oral office initiated imme-
diate cooperative protocols
with regional lawmakers to
ensure a swift on-ground
solution. Under the ad-
ministrative guidance and
coordination of Ghatkopar
East Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA) Parag
Shah, a joint team consist-
ing of senior traffic police
personnel and municipal
inspectors conducted com-
prehensive site visits and
structural inspections of the
Garodia Nagar bottlenecks.
This joint field assessment
allowed authorities to map
out the exact points of ob-
struction, identify illegal
repeat offenders, and for-
mulate a sustainable strate-

gy to restore the legal right-
of-way to standard moving
traffic.

The initial phases of
the enforcement drive
were documented via offi-
cial photographic updates
shared across digital civic
platforms, showcasing uni-
form traffic officers actively
clearing the choked corri-
dors around Sudha Park.
During the field operations,
enforcement squads issued
strict legal warnings to the
local autorickshaw unions
and individual operators,
making it clear that the
arbitrary creation of infor-
mal parking stands would
no longer be tolerated by
the city administration.
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The Crisis of Inflation and
Economic Challenges

The hike of three rupees per liter in petrol and diesel
prices is not merely an increase in fuel costs; it serves as a
harbinger of a looming new crisis of rising inflation across
the country. The global geopolitical climate marked by war
like conditions, surging crude oil prices, and tensions in the
Strait of Hormuz has posed a formidable economic chal-
lenge for nations like India, which are heavily dependent on
fuel imports. With the conclusion of the elections, these ele-
vated fuel prices have now begun to pinch the pockets of the
common man.

The Central Government's decision to raise petrol and
diesel prices by three rupees per liter is not confined solely to
a hike in fuel costs; rather, there are strong indications that it
marks the prelude to a major inflationary crisis poised to en-
gulf every sector of the nation. In reality, given the global
geopolitical instability, the shifting dynamics of internation-
al politics, and the consequent severe fuel shortages, this
price hike had been anticipated for quite some time. How-
ever, with the political landscape of the assembly elections in
five states looming large, both the oil companies and the
government had deliberately deferred this decision. Now
that the election results have been declared and the political
equations have stabilized, this economic burden as expected
has been shifted onto the shoulders of the public; this has
created a grave challenge for the nation, raising the specter of
an inflationary flare-up across the country and the emer-
gence of a major economic crisis.

In today's modern era, petrol and diesel have become an
indispensable necessity just as vital as the fundamental hu-
man needs of food, clothing, and shelter. Their significance
is so profound that neither the wheels of human life nor the
machinery of the economy can move forward without fuel.
Over a prolonged period spanning nearly four years, domes-
tic oil companies maintained stable fuel prices; however,
during this very time, global crude oil prices surged from $70
per barrel to a range of $110 to $115 per barrel. Due to this
massive disparity, oil refining companies were compelled to
absorb a staggering daily loss exceeding 31,000 to 1,200
crore. Consequently, the Union Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri, had just a few days ago
given indirect indications regarding this impending price
hike. The Prime Minister's earnest appeal to the public some
time ago to exercise fuel conservation was, in reality, a pre-
paratory measure and an effort to set the stage for this very
price increase. India imports over eighty percent of its total
crude oil requirements from abroad; as a result, even the
slightest spark at the global level inflicts a direct financial
blow upon the nation's exchequer.

Currently, the intense conflict unfolding between the
United States and Iran on the international stage has brought
maritime traffic to a near standstill in the 'Strait of Hormuz' a
waterway considered vital for global trade. Since this spe-
cific sea route accounts for approximately 20 percent of In-
dia's total oil shipments, domestic fuel supplies have faced a
significant disruption. Furthermore, aggressive shifts in U.S.
foreign policy coupled with certain lapses in India's diplo-
matic maneuvering have created obstacles regarding the
supply of concessional oil traditionally received from long
standing allies such as Russia. As a cumulative result of all
these factors, a critical situation akin to a fuel shortage has
emerged within the country. Although government authori-
ties have offered assurances that India currently possesses
sufficient reserves of crude oil and refined fuel to last for
approximately 60 days, given our extreme dependence on
external sources for fuel, the immediate future is poised to be
aperiod of severe trial for India. Given the soaring prices of
crude oil in the international market, the recent hike of three
rupees is merely the beginning; the possibility of a further
substantial increase in the near future cannot be ruled out.

The far-reaching economic repercussions of this fuel
price hike are now gradually beginning to pinch the pockets
of the common people. The Indian economy is currently al-
ready plagued by grave issues such as the persistent depre-
ciation of the Rupee and a depletion in foreign exchange re-
serves; with the added burden of this fuel price hike, the sting
of inflation is set to become even more acute. India's domes-
tic freight transport system runs primarily on diesel; conse-
quently, as soon as diesel prices rise, transportation costs in-
evitably increase, leading to a rise in the market prices of
virtually every commodity. As a result of this price hike, the
costs for the common man ranging from travel via state
transport buses to fares for auto-rickshaws, taxis, and private
transport services are set to skyrocket. Even more concern-
ing is the fact that essential commodities required for daily
sustenance such as milk, vegetables, food grains, and fruits
will also bear the brunt of this severe inflation. Given the in-
extricable link between agricultural produce and transporta-
tion, farmers will now have to incur double the cost to trans-
port their produce to the market; ultimately, this entire
additional burden will be passed on to the consumers.

From the perspective of the agricultural sector, the rising
cost of diesel which powers the tractors, water pumps, and
generators used in modern farming will lead to a massive
surge in overall agricultural production costs. This raises
fears that the farming community, already reeling under dis-
tress, may sink even deeper into debt. On the other hand, the
industrial sector is also poised to take a major hit; with the
cost of transporting raw materials and finished goods on the
rise, companies are gearing up to increase the prices of their
products. Caught in this dual squeeze, the monthly budgets
of' middle-class and low-income families are on the verge of
complete collapse. As signs of a liquidity crunch begin to
emerge across the domestic market, this entire period ap-
pears to be foreshadowing the onset of a major economic
recession. Whenever the nation has faced such economic
crises, the need for sound economic policies has invariably
arisen. In the past during the unprecedented foreign ex-
change crisis of 1991 and the global recession 0f 2008 it was
the then Finance Minister and former Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, who safely steered India out of peril
through his exceptional expertise and farsighted economic
policies; it is only natural to recall this legacy in the difficult
circumstances we face today.The uncertainty currently
plaguing the oil markets is bound to persist until the clouds
of global conflict have completely dissipated. Consequently,
the nation's current leadership must formulate economic
policies with utmost fortitude, composure, and expert con-
sultation eschewing any focus solely on short term political
gains. This crisis cannot be averted merely by appealing to
the public for austerity or by deferring critical decisions until
after the next elections; rather, it necessitates the establish-
ment of fiscal discipline at the governmental level itself by
curbing unnecessary expenditure. If India is to successfully
navigate its way out of this cycle of global recession and in-
flation, the only viable long term solution lies in reducing our
dependence on conventional energy sources while rapidly
accelerating the adoption of alternative and sustainable
pathways, such as solar energy and electric vehicles. Today's
discerning electorate and citizenry stand ready to cooperate
with the nation during these trying times; however, it is
equally imperative that the administration demonstrates a
corresponding degree of transparency and foresight. Only
then without a shadow of a doubt will we be able to safeguard
the livelihood of the common man and preserve the nation's

Celebrating the Return of
India’s Lost Cultural Heritage

Union Minister of Culture and |
Tourism Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat today said that the re-
turn of the sacred antiquities from
the United States marks the resto-
ration of India’s civilisational
memory and reflects the Govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment
towards reclaiming and preserving
the nation’s cultural heritage under
the leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

Addressing a press conference
at the National Museum, Janpath,
New Delhi, the Minister described
the repatriation of the three historic
bronzes from the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of Asian Artas a
significant milestone in India’s on-
going efforts to bring back stolen

He noted that illicit trafficking of
antiquities had deprived India of
several invaluable cultural trea-

be repatriated following its sched-
uled display in the exhibition “The  yas.
Art of Knowing in South Asia,

cultural treasures and strengthen
ethical museum practices globally.

The repatriated bronzes in-
clude a Chola-period Shiva Nata-
raja dating to circa 990 CE, a 12th-
century Somaskanda (Shiva and
Uma), and a 16th-century Vijay-
anagara-period sculpture of Saint
Sundarar with Paravai. These sa-
cred temple bronzes, originally
from Tamil Nadu, had been illicitly
removed from India in the mid-
20th century and subsequently
housed abroad.

The Minister mentioned that
antiquities are not merely artistic
objects but embodiments of India’s
spiritual traditions, historical con-
tinuity and civilisational memory.

sures over decades.

The Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), through extensive
provenance research using archi-
val records, field documentation
and historical temple photographs
from the 1950s and 1960s, success-
fully traced the artefacts to their
original temple sites in Tamil
Nadu. The findings formed the ba-
sis for coordinated negotiations in-
volving the Ministry of Culture,
the Smithsonian Institution and the
Embassy of India in the United
States.

The Somaskanda and Saint
Sundarar with Paravai bronzes ar-
rived in New Delhi on 12 May
2026, while the Shiva Nataraja will

2

Southeast Asia, and the Himala-

As a goodwill gesture and in

support of responsible museum en-
gagement, the Government of In-
dia has agreed to a three-year loan
arrangement for the Shiva Nataraja
sculpture from 2025 to 2028, al-
lowing audiences worldwide to
understand its complete historical
journey from origin to repatriation.

The Minister also informed
that since 2014, India has success-
fully repatriated 666 antiquities
from various countries, including
653 since 2014 alone, through sus-
tained diplomatic, legal and insti-
tutional efforts led by the Ministry
of Culture, ASI, Indian Missions
abroad and enforcement agencies.

He further noted that recently,
657 art objects of Indian origin
were handed over by US law en-
forcement agencies to the Embassy
of India in the United States, and
arrangements are underway for
their transportation and verifica-
tion by ASI experts.

The press interaction was at-
tended by Shri Vivek Aggarwal,
Secretary, Ministry of Culture; and
other senior officials from National
Museum, Archaeological Survey
of India, Ministry of

Culture, distinguished guests,
and members of the media.

The event reaffirmed India’s
resolve to restore and preserve its
stolen cultural heritage through in-
ternational cooperation, ethical
stewardship and institutional com-
mitment.

Mizoram Glnger Mission

The Union Minister for \
Development of North
Eastern Region (MDoN-

l

ER), Shri Jyotiraditya M. .
Scindia, together with \

l
|
!
|

Chief Minister of Mizoram
Shri Lalduhoma, today
launched the Mizoram Gin-
ger Mission, a 189.79
crore convergence-led ini-
tiative for Ginger Cultiva-
tion & Value Chain Devel-
opment for the State of
Mizoram. Anchored by
MDoNER, the Mission
builds upon convergence
with Schemes of Ministries
of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare, Rural Develop-
ment, Food Processing In-
dustries, along with NAB-
ARD, ICAR, APEDA and
private investors for pro-
cessing of Ginger.

Sh. Sanjay Jaju, Secre-
tary, MDoNER, in his intro-
ductory remarks, elaborat-
ed on the implementation
framework of the Mission.
He highlighted the rationale
behind the Mission, partic-
ularly the need to bridge the

o

ment of North Eastern Re-

ral Development, along
with APEDA, NABARD,
the Government of
Mizoram, and industry
stakeholders.The Minister
highlighted that the Mis-
sion will deliver one inte-
grated Processing Hub and
three Spoke centres, over
30 strategic interventions,
and the integration of near-
ly 20,000 farming house-
holds into a unified value-
chain ecosystem built on
traceability, distinctive-
ness, quality assurance, and
farmer-led value creation.
He set out a clear global vi-
sion for Mizo Ginger, with
targeted entry into South-
East Asian, Middle Eastern,
and European markets, and
stated that success would be
realised the day Mizo Gin-
ger is available on global
shelves, traceable to indi-
vidual farmers, and deliver-
ing direct economic bene-
fits to them. Situating the
Mission within the larger
vision of "Brand North
East" with one USP for each

price gap, ensure optimal
utilisation of Gl-certified
varieties, and address post-
harvest losses. He further
emphasized the importance
of a multi-ministerial con-
vergence model, anchored
by clearly defined and time-
bound critical milestones
for effective implementa-
tion.The ginger farmers of
Champhai district extended
their heartfelt gratitude to
the Ministry of Develop-
ment of North Eastern Re-
gion for launching the
Mizoram Ginger Mission,
which promises to trans-

households who have long
cultivated one of the world's
finest pharma-grade ginger
varieties without receiving
its rightful value.Private
sector partner, warmly wel-
comed the launch of the
Mission and commended
MDoNER for creating an
enabling ecosystem that
bridges the long-standing
gap between Mizoram's
pharma-grade ginger and
the markets it deserves. In-
dustry pledged its full sup-
port in making Mizo Ginger
a globally recognised pre-
mium brand and a model of
farmer-industry partnership

Mizoram expressed deep
appreciation to the Ministry
of DoNER for conceptual-
ising and anchoring the
Mizoram Ginger Mission,
which marks a defining mo-
ment in the State's agricul-
tural and economic journey.
He noted that the Mission
rightly recognises
Mizoram's unique strength
in pharma-grade ginger and
converts it into a structured
pathway for farmer pros-
perity, value addition, and
global market integration.
The State Government is
fully committed to ensuring
time-bound execution on

gion underscored Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi's commitment to
ensuring that farmers be-
come true stakeholders in
the entire agricultural value
chain — "from farm to
fork." The Minister empha-
sised that the objective is
not merely crop cultivation,
but enabling farmers to par-
ticipate meaningfully in
processing, branding, pack-
aging, export-led value ad-
dition, and global market
integration. He noted that
while Mizo Ginger contains
6-8 percent oleoresin

ers today receive only 38—
15 perkilogram, even as the
value chain reaches over
%500 per kilogram in inter-
national markets. Calling
for a decisive effort to "dis-
intermediate the intermedi-
ary" and strengthen coop-
erative and FPO structures,
he positioned the 190
crore initiative as the "Mizo
Ginger Movement" — an-
chored on four strategic pil-
lars of Convergence, Value
Addition, Branding, and
Market Integration — and
designed through conver-
gence among the Ministries
of DoNER, Agriculture &

State like Sikkim as Organ-
ic State, Kiwi of Arunachal
Pradesh, Queen Pineapple
of Tripura, Coffee of Naga-
land and Lakadong Turmer-
ic from Meghalaya — the
Minister assured farmers
that the Government stands
"side by side" with them,
describing the initiative as a
long-term movement ex-
pected to deliver a six-fold
increase in farmer value re-
alisation, sharp reduction in
post-harvest losses, inter-
national branding of Mizo
Ginger, sustainable rural
livelihoods, and a robust

\economic autonomy amidst this inflationary surge. )

form the livelihoods of  for the

thousands  of  farming

North East.The
Hon'ble Chief Minister of

the ground.The Union
Minister for the Develop-

against the global average
of around 3 percent, farm-

Farmers Welfare, Food Pro-
cessing Industries, and Ru-

export and processing eco-
system for the region.

DRDO opens CBRN Field Training
& Demonstration Centre in Delhi

The Defence Research & Development
Organisation (DRDO) marked a significant
step towards strengthening India’s prepared-
ness against unconventional threats by inau-
gurating the Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical and Nuclear (CBRN) Field Training
and Demonstration Centre at the Burari plains
in Delhi on May 6, 2026. The advanced facil-
ity has been established with the objective of
enhancing the country’s readiness to tackle
radiological and nuclear emergencies through
modern training, research and rapid response
mechanisms.

The centre was inaugurated by Dr Samir
V Kamat, who is the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Defence Research and Development
and Chairman of DRDO. During the inaugu-
ration, he highlighted the growing impor-
tance of preparedness in the field of CBRN
defence and stressed the need for specialised
infrastructure to train personnel dealing with
high-risk emergencies and disaster situations.

The newly-established training and dem-
onstration centre is expected to serve as a

unique DRDO-CBRN Centre of Excellence
equipped with several state-of-the-art facili-
ties. These facilities are designed to provide
comprehensive practical exposure and scien-
tific support for dealing with chemical, bio-
logical, radiological and nuclear incidents in
real-world conditions.

One of the major highlights of the centre
is the dedicated radiological and nuclear test
bed facility, which will allow experts and re-
sponse teams to simulate and study the im-
pact of nuclear and radiological hazards in
controlled conditions. The facility will help
researchers and emergency responders de-
velop effective mitigation strategies and im-
prove operational preparedness.

The centre also includes a heavy ion re-
search facility aimed at advancing scientific
studies related to radiation exposure, nuclear
effects and protective technologies. This fa-
cility is expected to contribute significantly to
ongoing research efforts in nuclear medicine,
radiation safety and defence preparedness.

Apart from research infrastructure, the

training centre has been equipped with emer-
gency medical response systems and real-
time field response units. These units are in-
tended to provide rapid medical assistance
and operational support during emergencies
involving hazardous chemical or radioactive
exposure, thereby reducing casualties and
improving survival outcomes.

The CBRN training and demonstration
centre forms an important part of the upcom-
ing CBRN Centre of Excellence being devel-
oped under the Institute of Nuclear Medicine
& Allied Sciences (INMAS), one of DRDO’s
premier laboratories. INMAS has long been
involved in research related to nuclear medi-
cine, radiation biology and allied sciences,
and the new centre further expands its role in
national security and disaster management.

Accordingto officials, the centre has been
dedicated to providing specialised training to
responders from various government agen-
cies, including the Ministry of Defence, Min-
istry of Home Affairs and the National Disas-
ter Management Authority. Personnel from

other organisations involved in crisis man-
agement and emergency response will also
undergo advanced training at the facility.

The initiative is expected to significantly
improve coordination among different agen-
cies responsible for handling CBRN emer-
gencies. Since such incidents require swift
and coordinated action, the centre will help
create a unified response framework by train-
ing personnel together in simulated field con-
ditions.

The DRDO facility will also conduct
workshops, simulation exercises and techni-
cal demonstrations aimed at preparing the
next generation of CBRN specialists. These
programmes will focus on introducing the lat-
est technologies, scientific techniques and
operational protocols required for handling
evolving threats in the modern security envi-
ronment.Experts believe that the establish-
ment of the centre comes at a crucial time
when nations across the world are focusing
on strengthening disaster preparedness and
homeland security capabilities.
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Maha govt to give priority to single women farmers
in welfare schemes: Dy CM Sunetra Pawar

Pune Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Sunetra Pawar to-
day said that single women farmers
would be given priority in benefits
under government schemes and that
the drone scheme would also be im-
plemented at the earliest.

She gave this assurance during
the district-level pre-Kharif season
review meeting held online today,
where senior Shiv Sena (Shinde)
leader and MLC Dr. Neelam Gor-
he urged the administration to give
priority to single women farmers
in beneficiary-oriented government
schemes.

The meeting focused on the im-
plementation of various agricultural
schemes and achieving targets, in-
cluding a special campaign to in-
crease applications from Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe commu-
nities.

Dr. Gorhe instructed officials to
ensure that single women farmers,
women agricultural labourers, ac-
cident-affected women, families af-
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fected by farmer suicides, and proj-
ect-affected women are included on
a priority basis in welfare schemes.
She also suggested creating
dedicated categories or special pro-
visions for these women in govern-

ment initiatives.

Highlighting the challenges
women face in the joint family sys-
tem, Dr. Gorhe emphasized the need
to organize “Samadhan Camps” to
help resolve issues related to land

registration and ownership in wom-
en’s names.

She further referred to a meeting
of the M. S. Swaminathan Founda-
tion held on March 11 in the pres-
ence of Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy Chief
Ministers Eknath Shinde, and Sun-
etra Pawar, where discussions were
held on empowering women farm-
ers.

Dr. Gorhe noted that the Ma-
harashtra government has already
signed an agreement with the
Foundation and stressed the need
for a comprehensive action plan to
strengthen women farmers across
the state.

Dr. Gorhe also called for direct
consultations with stakeholders at
different levels to prepare a policy
framework for the rights and em-
powerment of women farmers in
Pune district and across Maharash-
tra.Pune District Collector Jitendra
Dudi welcomed the suggestions and
assured immediate implementation.

Rohit Pawar says farmers, Marathas, OBCs facing

hardships amid rising fuel and fertiliser costs
| -

Mumbai : NCP (Sharad
Pawar faction) leader Rohit
Pawar on Saturday said that
multiple sections of society
in Maharashtra are currently
facing serious economic and
social difficulties, including
the Maratha and OBC com-
munities, as well as farmers
from various regions of the
state.Speaking to the media,
Pawar highlighted that rising
fuel prices, shortages of pet-
rol and diesel, and increasing
fertilizer costs have collec-
tively added to the financial
burden on ordinary citizens,
particularly those dependent
on agriculture and rural live-
lihoods.

He said that farmers
across different communities
are going through a chal-
lenging phase, with input
costs rising steadily while
incomes remain under pres-
sure. According to him, the
increasing prices of essential
commodities are worsening
the overall economic stress

in rural Maharashtra.Pawar
stated that the combined
impact of inflation and sup-
ply-related issues is making
day-to-day life increasingly
difficult for common people,
especially those in farming
and low-income households.
He specifically pointed out
that the rising cost of fuel
is not only affecting trans-
portation but is also indi-
rectly pushing up the prices
of other essential goods and
services across the state.
He also noted that fertilizer

price increases have further
deepened the crisis for farm-
ers, as agricultural produc-
tion costs continue to rise at
a time when many cultiva-
tors are already struggling
with debt and uncertain re-
turns.Reacting to Maratha
reservation activist Manoj
Jarange Patil’s announce-
ment of an indefinite hunger
strike starting May 30, Rohit
Pawar urged the government
to proactively engage in di-
alogue with the concerned
community.

Man bludgeons to death his parents
over domestic dispute in Dhule

Dhule: A shocking in-
cident has unfolded in the
Mahavir Society of Shirpur,
where a son, enraged over
being humiliated by his
parents in front of his wife
during a domestic dispute,
allegedly bludgeoned them
to death using a pestle today,
sending shockwaves across
the Dhule district.

The accused son, Chan-
dan Ganga Mahato (aged
28), who was preparing to
flee after committing the
murders, was apprehended
by the Shirpur police with
the assistance of local resi-
dents.

The deceased have been

identified as Ganga Jhirilal
Mahato (49) and his wife
Ranjudevi (43, both resi-
dents of Plot No. 38, Ma-
havir Vihar, Sector No. 2,
Mandal Shiwar, Shirpur).

Following the incident,
a large crowd of local resi-
dents gathered at the scene.
Police arrived immediately,
took custody of the couple’s
bodies, and sent them for a
post-mortem examination.

The police have taken
the accused son into cus-
tody. A case of murder has
been registered against him
at the Shirpur City Police
Station.

Just two days prior to the

incident, the parents—who
had returned to Shirpur from
Rajasthan after their daugh-
ter’s wedding—got into an
argument with their son. It
has emerged that, in a fit of
rage stemming from this al-
tercation, the son allegedly
murdered his parents.

The fact that the parents
were killed by their son less
than two days after their
daughter’s wedding has
caused a massive stir across
both the Shirpur and Dhule
districts.

As the accused son is
unemployed, it has come
to light that frequent argu-
ments had previously taken

place between the parents
and their children.

It is reported that the
accused son took this dras-
tic step specifically because
he felt humiliated in front of
his wife during one of these
recurring arguments.

The Shirpur police are
conducting further investi-
gations into the matter.

It has come to light that
the Mahto family originally
hails from the Darbhanga
district of Bihar. It is re-
ported that Sadar’s family
had settled in Shirpur, in the
Dhule district, a few years
ago for work-related rea-
sons.

Revenue Minister Bawankule Warns
Officials Over Public Harassment

Mumbai:

delays, negligence,

Maharashtra Revenue
Minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule
publicly reprimanded officials of the
revenue department, expressing deep
concern over the hardships faced by
ordinary citizens due to administrative
and procedural
inefficiencies. He warned that even a
single wrong signature by an officer
could ruin an entire family’s future and
stressed that protecting citizens’ prop-
erty rights is one of the most important
responsibilities of the government.
Bawankule was speaking at the
“Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Camp
Campaign” organised at the Shahaji
Raje Bhosale Sports Complex in And-
heri, where a large number of citizens
gathered to receive government ser-
vices and documents under a single

platform.

During the programme, the minister
distributed rehabilitation flats allotted
under slum redevelopment schemes,
along with key civic and administrative
documents such as domicile certifi-
cates, income certificates, senior citizen
certificates, and other essential papers
issued through the tehsil office system.

He said that such initiatives are
aimed at reducing the burden on citi-
zens by bringing multiple government
services under one roof and ensuring
faster delivery of essential documen-
tation without unnecessary delays or
harassment.Addressing the gathering,
Bawankule stated that 55 services of the
revenue department have already been
included under the Ease of Doing Busi-
ness framework, and it is now the re-

sponsibility of officials to execute these

services with efficiency, speed, and
accountability.He emphasized that the
state government is working on a mod-
el of governance that is people-centric,
transparent, and fast, drawing inspira-
tion from the administrative principles
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.

The minister further said that the
objective of the government is to en-
sure that citizens do not have to repeat-
edly visit government offices for basic
services, and that processes should be
simplified and made more accessible.

Bawankule highlighted that the
Maharashtra government has already
successfully organised six such out-
reach camps across different regions,
through which nearly 50,000 families
have benefited so far.

WR launches ‘EASE’ team
for female employees

Mumbai : For promot-
ing women empowerment
and strengthening workplace
support system, the Western
Railway’s Mumbai Central
Division has launched the
‘EASE’ Team, short for Em-
powerment, Advocate and
Support Enhancement.

According to a press
release issued by West-
ern Railways Chief Public
Relations  Officer Vineet
Abhishek, the newly formed
EASE team under the guid-
ance of Dr. Aarti Singh Par-
ihar, Additional Divisional
Railways Manager (ADRM)
of Mumbai Central Division
comprises of women repre-
sentatives nominated from
various departments across

the Mumbai Division to en-
sure wider participation and
representation from different
sections of the railway ad-
ministration.

As part of the initiative,
members of the EASE Team
will conduct regular visits to
railway stations, offices and
workplaces falling under the
Mumbai Central Division.

During these visits, the
team will directly interact
with women employees and

staff members to understand
their concerns, experiences,
challenges and suggestions
in a more approachable and
open manner.

Western Railway stated
that the initiative has been
designed with the objective
of fostering a safe, inclu-
sive and supportive work
environment where women
employees feel heard, val-
ued and empowered in their
workplace.

Nagpur, Akola, Amravati and Wardha likely
to witness intense heatwave from May 16
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Nagpur : Nagpur city,
along with Akola, Amrava-
ti and Wardha, is likely to
witness intense heatwave
conditions from Saturday,
with temperatures expected
to rise further over the next
48 hours, according to the
Regional ~ Meteorological
Centre (RMC).

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) has
forecast an increase of 2 to
3 degrees Celsius in daytime
temperatures over the next
two days, which is expected
to aggravate the already se-
vere heat conditions prevail-
ing across Vidarbha.

The department has also
warned that temperatures
may remain 4 to 5 degrees

Celsius above normal during
this period.

The four cities, which
have remained in the “red
zone” throughout the sum-
mer, have already experi-
enced extreme heat con-
ditions during April. In
early May, residents also
faced high humidity levels.

A brief respite was wit-
nessed during the second
week of May after thun-
derstorms, lightning, gusty
winds and light rainfall
brought temperatures be-
low the 40-degree Celsius
mark for a few days.How-
ever, mercury levels have
once again risen steadily,
touching nearly 44 degrees
Celsius in several areas on

Amravati
and Wardha have been re-
cording temperatures above
45 degrees Celsius for the
past three days.Akola re-
mained the hottest city in the
region on Thursday at 45.9

Thursday.Akola,

degrees  Celsius.Amravati
recorded a marginal drop
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of 0.6 degrees to 45.2 de-
grees Celsius, while Ward-
ha registered 45.5 degrees
Celsius, slightly higher than
the previous day.Residents
are facing severe discomfort
not only during the day but
also at night due to persistent
warm winds and high mini-

mum temperatures.

Night temperatures re-
mained unusually high, with
Akola recording 31.5 de-
grees Celsius, Wardha 30.5
degrees Celsius, Amravati
28.9 degrees Celsius and
Nagpur 27.6 degrees Cel-
sius, indicating little relief
even after sunset.

Other districts across
Vidarbha  also  contin-
ued to reel under extreme
heat conditions. Yavatmal,
Washim and Brahmapu-
ri recorded temperatures
above 43 degrees Celsius,
while Chandrapur and Gad-
chiroli crossed the 42-de-
gree Celsius mark. Gondia
and Bhandara too remained
above 41 degrees Celsius.

Woman and Accomplices create Chaos
In Pune, Assault Youth and His Mother

Pune: A shocking incident of
violence took place in the Vishrant-
wadi area, where a woman along
with her four accomplices allegedly
assaulted a young man and his moth-
er in the middle of the road.

The group also vandalized sev-
eral vehicles, creating panic in the
locality. Vishrantwadi police have
arrested the woman and one of her
associates in connection with the
case.

The arrested accused have been
identified as Pallavi Sambhaji Lav-
ate (40, resident of Dhanori) and
Shubham alias Shegar Thakur (22).
According to police, the accused and
the victim’s family were known to
each other and had an ongoing dis-
pute for some time.

Police said the attack was al-
legedly planned out of personal ri-
valry. On the night of the incident,
the victim was sitting inside a rick-

shaw when Pallavi Lavate and her
accomplices confronted him. One
of the attackers allegedly struck the
youth with an iron weapon, leaving
him seriously injured.

After seeing her son lying in a
pool of blood, the victim’s mother
rushed to help him. However, the
accused allegedly assaulted her as
well, punching and kicking her mer-
cilessly.

The attackers also damaged

several vehicles parked on the road,
spreading fear among local resi-
dents. Police rushed to the spot soon
after receiving information about the
disturbance.

Vishrantwadi  Police  Station
acted swiftly and arrested Pallavi
Lavate and Shubham Thakur. Two
minors involved in the incident have
also been detained, while police are
continuing the search for the remain-
ing absconding accused.

Congress Slams Changes in Election
Commissioner Appointment Process

Pune: vz A significant
political ~controversy has
emerged within the NCP
(Ajit Pawar faction) after a
revised organisational list
submitted to the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
triggered speculation over
internal power restructuring
and leadership realignment
in the party.

The issue centres around
the April 29 letter submitted
to the ECI, where several in-
consistencies and omissions
in the designation of senior
leaders have drawn attention
from political observers and
party insiders alike.

According to the doc-
ument, Maharashtra State
President Sunil Tatkare was
mentioned only as the “Lok

Sabha Group Leader,” with-
out reference to his full or-
ganisational role within the
party structure.

Similarly, senior leader
and National Working Pres-
ident Praful Patel was listed
merely as the “Rajya Sabha
Group Leader,” raising ques-
tions over the omission of
his formal party designation
in the submission.

In contrast, the list ex-
plicitly mentioned Toko
Tatung, President of the
Arunachal Pradesh unit,
along with his official des-
ignation, highlighting what
some critics describe as in-
consistency in the treatment
of senior leaders across state
units.

This discrepancy has

intensified scrutiny within
political circles, with many
questioning why top Maha-
rashtra-based leaders were
not accorded their full or-
ganisational titles in the of-
ficial submission to the ECL.

At the same time, the
document has drawn atten-
tion for prominently featur-
ing members of the Pawar
family in key organisational
roles, signalling what some
observers interpret as a
consolidation of influence
within the party’s leadership
structure.

Parth Pawar was named
as General Secretary, while
Jay Pawar was designated
as National Secretary in the
organisational list submitted
to the Election Commission.

Sources within political
circles suggest that these
appointments could signifi-
cantly strengthen the role of
the younger leadership with-
in the party’s administrative
and organisational frame-
work.

It is also being speculat-
ed that the revised structure
may effectively place key
administrative and financial
responsibilities under the
influence of National Presi-
dent and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Sunetra Pawar and her
immediate family members.

The developments have
triggered unease among sec-
tions of the party’s senior
leadership, with concerns
reportedly emerging over
transparency and clarity in

the organisational restructur-
ing process.

Amid growing specu-
lation, Sunetra Pawar re-
sponded to the controversy
through social media, de-
scribing the inconsistencies
in the document as “techni-
cal and clerical errors.”

She assured party work-
ers and stakeholders that a
corrected and revised or-
ganisational list would soon
be submitted to the Election
Commission to address the
discrepancies.

However, opposition
leaders and political analysts
have expressed scepticism
over the explanation, argu-
ing that errors of such mag-
nitude in high-level political
documentation are unusual.

Internal rift surfaces in NCP over
National Executive list omissions

Mumbai : A significant
political ~controversy has
emerged within the NCP
(Ajit Pawar faction) after a
revised organisational list
submitted to the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
triggered speculation over
internal power restructuring
and leadership realignment
in the party.

The issue centres around
the April 29 letter submitted
to the ECI, where several in-
consistencies and omissions
in the designation of senior
leaders have drawn attention
from political observers and
party insiders alike.

According to the doc-
ument, Maharashtra State
President Sunil Tatkare was
mentioned only as the “Lok
Sabha Group Leader,” with-
out reference to his full or-
ganisational role within the
party structure.

Similarly, senior leader
and National Working Pres-
ident Praful Patel was listed
merely as the “Rajya Sabha
Group Leader,” raising ques-
tions over the omission of
his formal party designation
in the submission.

In contrast, the list ex-
plicitly ~mentioned Toko
Tatung, President of the
Arunachal Pradesh unit,
along with his official des-
ignation, highlighting what
some critics describe as in-
consistency in the treatment
of senior leaders across state
units.

This discrepancy has

intensified scrutiny within
political circles, with many
questioning why top Maha-
rashtra-based leaders were
not accorded their full or-
ganisational titles in the of-
ficial submission to the ECL.

At the same time, the
document has drawn atten-
tion for prominently featur-
ing members of the Pawar
family in key organisational
roles, signalling what some
observers interpret as a
consolidation of influence
within the party’s leadership
structure.

Parth Pawar was named
as General Secretary, while
Jay Pawar was designated
as National Secretary in the
organisational list submitted
to the Election Commission.

Sources within political
circles suggest that these
appointments could signifi-
cantly strengthen the role of
the younger leadership with-
in the party’s administrative
and organisational frame-
work.

It is also being speculat-
ed that the revised structure
may effectively place key
administrative and financial
responsibilities under the
influence of National Presi-
dent and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Sunetra Pawar and her
immediate family members.

The developments have
triggered unease among sec-
tions of the party’s senior
leadership, with concerns
reportedly emerging over
transparency and clarity in

the organisational restructur-
ing process.

Amid growing specu-
lation, Sunetra Pawar re-
sponded to the controversy
through social media, de-
scribing the inconsistencies
in the document as “techni-
cal and clerical errors.”

She assured party work-
ers and stakeholders that a
corrected and revised or-
ganisational list would soon
be submitted to the Election
Commission to address the
discrepancies.

However,  opposition
leaders and political analysts
have expressed scepticism
over the explanation, argu-
ing that errors of such mag-
nitude in high-level political
documentation are unusual.

Many observers believe
that the episode may reflect
deeper internal tensions
within the party, particular-
ly between the established
leadership and the emerging
younger faction.

The controversy has also
fuelled speculation of an in-
ternal “cold war” within the
NCP (Ajit Pawar faction),
with questions being raised
about succession planning
and decision-making author-
ity.

As the situation devel-
ops, political observers are
closely watching whether
the matter will be resolved
as an administrative correc-
tion or evolve into a broader
organisational conflict with-
in the party.
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Vinod Mehra’s son thanks Gulzar
for praising the late actor

Mumbai: Rohan Mehra
has opened up about one of
the most emotional and
memorable moments of his
career — his meeting with
legendary poet, lyricist and
filmmaker Gulzar — reveal-
ing that the veteran filmmak-
er’s words about his late fa-
ther, actor Vinod Mehra,
continue to remain deeply
special to him.

Speaking to Variety In-
dia, Rohan described the
meeting at Gulzar’s resi-
dence as one of the most
touching experiences he has
had in the film industry. The
actor said the conversation
left a lasting emotional im-
pact because Gulzar spoke
warmly about Vinod Mehra
notjustas an actor, but also as
a sensitive and compassion-
ate human being.

Recalling the interaction,
Rohan said Gulzar reflected
on the close relationship they
once shared and remembered
Vinod Mehra with immense
affection and admiration. Ac-
cording to Rohan, hearing
such heartfelt memories from
someone of Gulzar’s stature
filled him with pride and grat-
itude.

The actor shared that
Gulzar spoke about his fa-

al sensitivity and gentle per-
sonality. Rohan admitted that
the conversation made him
feel blessed to be Vinod Meh-
ra’s son and strengthened his
emotional connection to his
father’s legacy.

Rohan Mehra also ad-
dressed the expectations that
naturally come with being the
son of arespected Bollywood
actor. However, he clarified
that he does not see his fa-
ther’s legacy as a burden or
pressure. Instead, he consid-
ers it a privilege and a bless-
ing that motivates him to
work harder in the industry.

At the same time, Rohan
emphasised that while he
deeply respects and cherishes
his father’s legacy, he is de-
termined to build an identity
of his own. He said he wants

audiences to recognise him
for his individual perfor-
mances and artistic choices
while still honouring the
memory of Vinod Mehra.

The actor further re-
vealed that many people of-
ten point out similarities be-
tween him and his late father.
According to Rohan, com-
parisons are frequently made
regarding their shared love
for cinema, music and artistic
expression, something he
finds both emotional and fas-
cinating.

Rohan admitted that al-
though he never had the op-
portunity to personally know
his father, who passed away
when he was very young, he
often feels connected to him
through these shared creative
instincts.

Iman Vellani to front climate
thriller ‘Suffering Is Optional’

Mumbai : Iman Vellani, who
gained international recognition
through Marvel Studios’ hit series
Ms. Marvel, has been cast in the lead
role of the upcoming climate thriller
Suffering Is Optional. The project
will be directed by Pakistani-Canadi-
an filmmaker Zarrar Kahn, marking
another ambitious addition to his
growing body of socially-driven cin-
ema.

In the film, Vellani will portray
Noor Rahman, a 20-year-old drama
student who lands the lead role in an
India-set adaptation of Hamlet. As
Noor becomes deeply immersed in
the emotionally demanding role, the
boundaries between performance and
reality begin to blur, pushing her into
an increasingly disturbing psycho-
logical and emotional journey.

According to reports, Noor is
pressured by a demanding and un-
compromising director to channel her
personal grief into the theatrical per-
formance. At the same time, she be-
gins experiencing haunting visits
from the ghost of her deceased part-
ner, who warns her about an impend-
ing climate catastrophe. The super-
natural element is expected to
intertwine with the film’s psychologi-
cal and environmental themes.

The narrative reportedly explores
the intersection of artistic ambition,

emotional trauma, institutional abuse
and climate anxiety. Set against the
backdrop of campus culture wars and
a corrupt social environment, the film
examines how young people navigate
grief, exploitation and societal col-
lapse while trying to define their iden-
tities and futures.

The project represents another
major international role for Vellani,
whose breakthrough performance as
Kamala Khan in Ms. Marvel earned
widespread praise for bringing a fresh
and youthful perspective to the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe. She later re-
prised the character in The Marvels
alongside established Marvel stars.

Director Zarrar Kahn first gained
major global attention with his fea-
ture debut In Flames, which pre-
miered at the prestigious Cannes Film
Festival in 2023. The critically ac-
claimed film was later selected as Pa-
kistan’s official submission for the
Academy Awards, establishing Kahn
as one of the emerging voices in con-
temporary South Asian cinema.

Reports suggest that Kahn devel-
oped the screenplay for Suffering Is
Optional by drawing inspiration from
firsthand testimonies of individuals
who survived climate disasters. This
research-based approach is expected
to give the film an emotionally
grounded and realistic portrayal of

climate grief and societal instability.
The film is scheduled to begin pro-
duction in early 2027, with principal
photography planned in Hamilton
and Montreal. Producers are re-
portedly aiming for a visually at-
mospheric style that blends psy- §
chological tension with themes
of ecological crisis and hu-
man vulnerability.

The project has received
financial backing from Tele-
film Canada and is being
mounted as a co-production
between CityLights Media,
LBG Films, Other Memory
Media and Couronne Nord.
Beyond her Marvel appear-
ances, Vellani has continued
expanding her acting port-
folio with projects includ-
ing Animal Farm and _
Tales From Woodcreek.
Industry observers view
Suffering Is Optional as a
significant  opportunity
for the young actor to
take on amore layered
and psychologically
intense role outside
the superhero genre.

With its mix of psy-
chological drama, super-
natural elements and urgent
climate themes, the film is

ther’s artistic depth, emotion-

Tara Sutaria reacts to being honoured at Women In Cinema Gala
hosted by Red Sea Film Foundation during her Cannes debut

Mumbai: Actor Tara Sutaria
marked a major milestone in her career
with her debut appearance at the 2026
edition of the Cannes Film Festival
2026, one of the world’s most presti-
gious and globally recognised film
events. Representing India on an inter-
national platform, the actress attended
multiple events during the festival, in-
cluding the Women In Cinema Gala
hosted by the Red Sea Interna-
tional Film
Founda-
tion.

Her appear
ance quickly became a talking point
across social media, with fans and fash-
ion enthusiasts widely sharing photo-
graphs and videos from the event.The
Women In Cinema Gala was organised
to celebrate women and their contribu-
tions to cinema, storytelling, and the en-
tertainment industry across the globe.
The event brought together actresses,
filmmakers, artists, and industry leaders
from different countries, creating a plat-
form that highlighted diversity, creativi-
ty, and female representation in interna-
tional cinema. Tara’s participation at the
gala marked her growing visibility not
only within Indian cinema but also in
global entertainment and fashion cir-
“cles.Soon after attending the event,
_ Tara Sutaria shared a series of photo-
graphs from the festival on her so-
cial media platforms. Along with
the images, she posted a heartfelt
note expressing gratitude for
being invited to the celebra-
~ tion and for sharing space
with accomplished wom-
en fromaround the world.
The photographs show-
cased the actress in ele-
gant red carpet ensem-
bles that were widely
praised online for their
sophistication and inter-
national appeal.Speaking
about the honour of being
part of the gala, Tara de-
scribed the experience as
deeply emotional and
memorable. She said she
felt humbled and thrilled
to be present in a room
filled with talented, pow-
erful, intelligent, and cele-

brated women. According to the actress,
the atmosphere at the event reflected a
strong sense of unity and admiration
among women from different cultural
and artistic backgrounds.

The actress also reflected on how the
gathering celebrated both similarities
and differences among the attendees.
She noted that despite coming from dif-
ferent parts of the world and represent-
ing diverse experiences, everyone at the
gala shared common values through art,
storytelling, and cinema. Tara described
the evening as a meaningful celebration
of individuality, creativity, and collec-
tive inspiration. Talking further about the
significance of cinema, Tara said story-
telling acted as the universal thread con-
necting everyone present at the gala. She
expressed gratitude towards the Red Sea
International Film Foundation and or-
ganisers at the Cannes Film Festival
2026 for inviting her to be part of such a
prestigious platform. According to the
actress, sharing the honour alongside ac-
complished women from across the
world made the experience even more
special.During her speech at the event,
Tara emphasised the importance of cele-
brating women whose voices continue
to shape cinema in meaningful ways.
She thanked the organisers for including
her in the evening’s celebrations and ac-
knowledged the role of global film festi-
vals in bringing artists together through
their shared love for storytelling and ar-
tistic expression.The actress also spoke
about the significance of unity through
art, especially during challenging and
uncertain times around the world. She
said it brought her comfort to see people
from different cultures and backgrounds
gathering together to celebrate creativi-
ty, beauty, and cinema.

already drawing attention as one of

more distinctive upcoming
international pro-
ductions centred
on environ-
mental anxi-
ety and
youth expe-
riences in
an increas-
ingly un-
stable
world.

“Mahakali” expands the Hanu-Man
universe, Rohit Saraf joins cast

Mumbai: The momen-
tum surrounding Mahakali
continues to grow as the am-
bitious project advances into
a major phase of production.
Positioned as the next im-
portant chapter in filmmaker
Prasanth Varma’s expanding
cinematic universe that be-
gan with the blockbuster suc-
cess of Hanu-Man, the film
has steadily been building
anticipation among audienc-
es across the country. With
new casting developments
and production updates now
emerging, excitement around
the project has intensified
even further.

Actor Rohit Saraf has of-
ficially joined the cast of Ma-
hakali, adding fresh energy
and wider appeal to the
much-anticipated film. Re-
ports indicate that the actor
has already begun shooting
for the project in Hyderabad,
marking the start of his in-
volvement in what is being
described as a significant ad-
dition to the growing cine-
matic universe created by
Prasanth Varma.

The inclusion of Rohit
Saraf is being viewed as an
important development for
the film, particularly because
of his popularity among
younger audiences and his
strong fan base in North In-
dia. Over the years, the actor
has cultivated a loyal follow-

-

ing through his performances
in films and streaming proj-
ects, and industry observers
believe his presence could
help the film strengthen its
reach across multiple regions
and demographics.

Trade analysts also be-
lieve that Rohit’s casting re-
flects the makers’ intention to
position Mahakali as a true
pan-India project. With audi-
ences increasingly respond-
ing to large-scale cinematic
universes and mythology-in-
spired storytelling, the addi-
tion of recognisable faces
from different industries and
audience segments is expect-
ed to enhance the film’s na-
tionwide appeal.

Apart from Rohit Saraf,
the film also stars Akshaye
Khanna and Bhumi Shetty in
pivotal roles. The makers had
earlier unveiled the first-look
posters of both actors, which
generated considerable buzz
on social media platforms.

Their intense and dramatic

appearances  immediately
sparked curiosity among
fans, leading to growing
speculation about the charac-
ters they may portray within
the cinematic universe.

The first-look reveals
were widely appreciated for
their dark visual tone and
larger-than-life presentation.
Fans praised the makers for
creating a mysterious and vi-
sually striking atmosphere
that appeared to blend my-
thology, fantasy, and ac-
tion-driven storytelling. The
posters also hinted at emo-
tionally intense characters,
raising audience expecta-
tions regarding the scale and
depth of the film’s narrative.

Industry observers be-
lieve that the casting combi-
nation of Rohit Saraf, Ak-
shaye Khanna, and Bhumi
Shetty gives the project a
unique balance of youth ap-
peal, acting experience, and

strong  screen  presence.
While Rohit brings a fresh
and relatable energy, Ak-
shaye Khanna’s reputation
for powerful performances is
expected to add dramatic in-
tensity to the film.

Mahakali is  being
mounted as a lavish produc-
tionunder the banner of RKD
Studios.

The film is being pro-
duced by RK Duggal and Ri-
vaaj Ramesh Duggal, who
are reportedly backing the
project on a large scale. In-
dustry insiders suggest that
the makers are investing
heavily in visual effects, pro-
duction design, and action
sequences to expand the cine-
matic universe established
through Hanu-Man.

The Prasanth Varma Cin-
ematic Universe has gained
increasing attention follow-
ing the massive success of
Hanu-Man, which emerged
as one of the most talk-
ed-about mythology-in-
spired superhero films in re-
cent years. Its strong
box-office performance and
positive audience reception
encouraged the makers to
further develop interconnect-
ed stories within the same
universe.

As a result, every new
announcement related to the
franchise now attracts wide-
spread public interest.

Dharma adopts low-cost ticket

Ayan Agnihotri

Manasvi Mamgai : “There’s nothing

strategy for ‘Chand Mera Dil’ release

Mumbai: Dharma Produc-
tions is reportedly set to introduce
an unusually aggressive tick-
et-pricing strategy for its upcom-
ing romantic drama Chand Mera
Dil in an effort to maximise audi-
ence turnout on its opening day,
scheduled for May 22, 2026. The
move is already generating signifi-
cant discussion within trade cir-
cles, with industry observers de-

believe the move is primarily
aimed at attracting younger audi-
ences, especially students and col-
lege-going viewers who are often
highly sensitive to ticket prices. By
lowering the cost barrier on the
opening day, the makers are hop-
ing to encourage spontaneous the-
atre visits and generate strong oc-
cupancy from the very first show.
Industry experts suggest that a

opening  weekend.The
film’s advance book-
ing is expected to be-
gin on Monday,
May 18, and trade

observers

Low

scribing it as one of the more packed opening day can signifi- encourage
ambitious pricing experiments at-  cantly influence afilm’ssocialme- faster
tempted by a major Bollywood dia presence and long-term mo- booking
production house in recent years. mentum.Sources within the trade momen-
According to trade sources, also indicate that the objective be-  tum, espe-
the makers have instructed cinema  hind the pricing strategy is not cially
chains and exhibitors to maintain merely to increase opening-day among
highly affordable ticket prices for  collections, but to create a strong younger
the film’s opening day shows. As  “event film” atmosphere around audiences
part of the strategy, tickets for all ~ Chand Mera Dil. Inthe currentthe- who tend
screenings before 5:00 pm on Fri-  atrical environment, audience per- to make
day, May 22, will reportedly be ception is heavily influenced by group
priced atjust Rs. 149. Eveningand  crowd reactions, online buzz, and viewing
night shows after 5:00 pm will be  viral word-of-mouth. A high turn-  plans. Cin-
available at Rs. 199, making the out on day one could help the film  ema chains

film considerably cheaper than
many current theatrical releases in

gain traction across social media
platforms and entertainment dis-

are expected
to  witness

are personally encouraged him to take on the project. The revelation has further in-
closely moni-

toring the ini-
tial response.
ticket
prices often

wrong with promoting safe sex”

Actor-producer

sang the song ‘Come On Baby’
from ‘Bandar’ on Nikhil Dwivedi’s request

Mumbai: boldandsocially conscious step in her career.
The announcement was made through a digi-
tal campaign video released on social media,
where the actress openly addressed the stigma
surrounding conversations on condoms and
sexual wellness in India. Her candid remarks
and confident approach quickly drew atten-
tion online, with many praising her for speak-
ing about a subject that is often considered
taboo in mainstream public discourse.In the
campaign video, Manasvi spoke directly
about the hesitation many celebrities feel
when it comes to endorsing condoms or
participating in conversations related to
sexual health. According to her, public fig-
ures often avoid such campaigns because
ey fear judgment or criticism from sec-
tions of society. However, the actress made it
clear that she sees the issue differently and
believes discussions around protection
and responsibility should be encour-
aged rather than hidden.Introducing her-
self as the new face of the brand, Manasvi
said she was proud to associate with one of
" India’s leading sexual wellness compa-

"y,

\ nies. She emphasised that condoms are

Manasvi Mamgai has official-
ly been announced as the
new brand ambassador of
Manforce,

Mumbai: The makers of Bandar have revealed an interesting de-
tail behind one of the most talked-about elements of the film’s teaser — the
song “Come On Baby.” According to the makers, the track has been sung by
Ayaan Agnihotri, marking his first Hindi song, after producer Nikhil Dwivedi

marking a

creased curiosity around the film, which has already been generating strong buzz ever
since its announcement.Headlined by Bobby Deol and directed by Anurag Kashyap,
the film has attracted considerable attention due to its dark, gritty, and stylised world.
The teaser, released recently, immediately caught audiences’ attention with its in-
tense visuals, raw energy, and dramatic atmosphere. Social media platforms were
flooded with reactions praising Bobby Deol’s striking new avatar and the film’s
unconventional tone.Apart from the visuals and performances, the teaser’s back-
ground track “Come On Baby” also emerged as one of its standout highlights. The
song’s unusual voice texture and edgy presentation sparked curiosity among view-
ers, many of whom wanted to know who had sung it. The makers have now con-
firmed that the track was recorded by Ayaan Agnihotri, nephew of superstar Sal-
man Khan.Reports suggest that the idea of Ayaan singing the song came directly
from producer Nikhil Dwivedi, who is believed to share a close bond with the
Khan family. According to industry sources, Dwivedi had heard Ayaan singing at
a private gathering and was impressed by the uniqueness of his voice. Convinced
that the texture suited the mood and personality of the film, he reportedly persuad-
ed Ayaan to experiment with the Hindi track.A source associated with the project
revealed that Ayaan does not usually sing in Hindi and was initially hesitant about
taking up the opportunity. However, Dwivedi encouraged him to try the song,
assuring him that it would only be used if he personally felt comfortable with the
final outcome. After hearing the recorded version, Ayaan reportedly approved the
track and agreed to let it become part of the teaser.

not merely products linked to intima-
cy, but are equally connected to safe-
ty, responsibility, and mutual care

multiplexes across India.The spe-  cussions.The approach is being strong early The source further shared that even Bobby Deol appreciated Ayaan’s vo= between partners. Through her
cial pricing model, however, will ~ compared to the audience momen-  demand if the cals after listening to the scratch recording. According to insiders, Bobby’s message, she attempted to nor-
only apply to standard seating cat-  tum witnessed by surprise theatri- promotional encouragement also boosted Ayaan’s confidence regarding the song. The malise conversations around
egories. Premium formats such as  cal successes like Saiyaara, which ~ campaign  suc- teaser’s eventual success and the positive audience response towards safe sex and encourage audi-

recliners, luxury auditoriums,
IMAX-style experiences, and oth-
er high-end seating classes will re-
main excluded from the offer. The
strategy appears carefully de-
signed to attract larger footfalls
while still allowing cinemas to re-
tain higher pricing options for pre-
mium audiences.Trade analysts

reportedly benefited from strong
youth-driven word-of-mouth and
repeat audience engagement. In-
dustry insiders believe that if
Chand Mera Dil manages to gener-
ate a similar emotional connection
with audiences, the affordable
pricing strategy could further am-
plify its reach during the crucial

cessfully connects
with its target demo-

graphic.

Directed by Vivek
Soni, the film marks an-
other major romantic drama
from Dharma
Vivek Soni previously directed
Meenakshi Sundareshwar .

ences to view sexual well-
ness from a more mature
and informed perspective.

In the video, the actress
stated that there is nothing
wrong with promoting safe
sex and that encouraging re-
sponsible behaviour should
be seen as a sign of progress.

“Come On Baby” have now made the track one of the film’s early

talking points.Interestingly, “Come On Baby” is not an entirely new

composition. The song has been recreated from the soundtrack of

the 1977 film Videsh, which starred Mahendra Sandhu, Shoma
Anand, and Prem Krishnan. Producer Nikhil Dwivedi re-

portedly had the idea of reviving the track for several
years and believed it would perfectly suit the
world of Bandar.

Productions.
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RCB target playoff berth as
PBKS battle dramatic slide

Dharamsala: Punjab
Kings' stunning fall from
early-season frontrunners
to a side desperately search-
ing for answers will come
under intense scrutiny when
they face a confident Royal
Challengers Bengaluru out-
fit in a crucial IPL 2026
clash at the Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Associa-
tion Stadium here on Sun-
day.

The contest brings to-
gether two teams travelling
in completely opposite di-
rections. While defending
RCB are marching steadily
toward the playoffs with
momentum firmly behind
them, Punjab are battling a
dramatic collapse that has
threatened to derail what
once appeared to be a dream
campaign.

Punjab began the sea-
son in dominant fashion,
winning their first six
matches and emerging as
one of the most destructive
batting units in the tourna-
ment. Their aggressive ap-
proach made them instant
title contenders and revived
hopes of finally lifting the
IPL trophy after years of
disappointment.

However, the second
half of the season has ex-
posed glaring weaknesses
within the side, particularly
in the bowling department.
PBKS have now suffered
five consecutive defeats,
with four of those losses
coming despite posting
200-plus totals — a remark-
able statistic in T20 cricket.

The inability to defend
massive scores has become
the defining storyline of
Punjab's campaign. Their

batsmen continue to pro-
duce explosive perfor-
mances, but the bowling at-
tack has repeatedly failed
under pressure.
Prabhsimran Singh has
led the charge at the top
with 439 runs, while Pri-
yansh Arya has emerged as
one of the breakout stars of
the season with an astonish-
ing strike rate above 200.
Cooper Connolly has also
contributed heavily in the
middle order, giving Punjab
one of the strongest batting
combinations in the league.
Yet the same cannot be
said about the bowling unit.
Marco Jansen has endured a
difficult season, veteran
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
has struggled for consisten-
cy, and Arshdeep Singh has
lacked support from the
other end. Punjab's bowlers
have consistently leaked

runs in death overs, turning
winning  positions into
heartbreaking defeats.

If Punjab are facing
growing pressure, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru ap-
pear to be peaking at pre-
cisely the right time.

Much of RCB's resur-
gence has revolved around
the return to form of former
skipper Virat Kohli. After
enduring criticism follow-
ing consecutive ducks ear-
lier in the tournament,
Kohli responded in emphat-
ic fashion with an unbeaten
105 against Kolkata Knight
Riders in the previous
match.

The innings not only
guided Bengaluru to anoth-
er successful chase but also
marked Kohli's 10th T20
century, making him the
first Indian batter to achieve
the milestone. He has now

climbed among the leading
run-scorers this season and
once again looks central to
RCB's title defence.

Kohli's record against
Punjab  Kings further
strengthens ~ Bengaluru's
confidence. He has consis-
tently dominated PBKS
bowling attacks in recent
meetings, including the IPL
2025 final where RCB de-
feated Punjab by six runs to
lift the trophy.

Bengaluru also enjoy a
strong recent head-to-head
advantage, having won the
last three matches against
Punjab. Their batting unit,
featuring Devdutt Padikkal,
Rajat Patidar and Tim Da-
vid, has complemented
Kohli superbly, while vet-
eran pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar has spearheaded the
bowling attack with 22
wickets this season.

With 16 points already
secured, another victory
could virtually confirm
RCB's place in the qualifi-
ers. Punjab, meanwhile, are
staring at a must-win situa-
tion to keep their fading
playoff hopes alive.

Sunday's clash, there-
fore, is not merely a battle
between two strong batting
sides. It is a test of tempera-
ment between a team surg-
ing toward the knockouts
and another desperately try-
ing to stop one of the sea-
son's most dramatic col-
lapses.

Teams:Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru: Rajat Pati-
dar, Tim David, Virat Kohli,

Devdutt Padikkal, Jacob
Bethell, Krunal Pandya,
Venkatesh Iyer, Vihaan

Malhotra, Romario Shep-
herd, Mangesh Yadav, Kan-
ishk  Chouhan, Satvik
Deswal, Philip Salt, Jitesh
Sharma, Jordan Cox, Abhi-
nandan Singh, Josh Hazle-
wood, Rasikh Salam Dar,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Suyash Sharma, Swapnil
Singh, Jacob Duffy, Vicky
Ostwal, Richard Gleeson.
Punjab Kings: Shreyas
Iyer, Priyansh Arya, Pyla
Avinash, Harnoor Singh,
Nehal Wadhera, Mitchell
Owen, Musheer Khan, Sha-
shank Singh, Marcus Stoi-
nis, Suryansh Shedge, Coo-
per Connolly, Azmatullah
Omarzai, Marco Jansen,
Praveen Dubey, Prabhsim-
ran Singh, Vishnu Vinod,
Arshdeep Singh, Xavier
Bartlett, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Lockie Ferguson, Harpreet
Brar, Vijaykumar Vyshak,
Yash Thakur, Ben
Dwarshuis, Vishal Nishad.

Real Madrid coach Alvaro Arbeloa
insists no problems with Mbappe

Madrid: Senior legal
expert Ashutosh Srivastava
on Sunday stressed that
both ruling and opposition
political parties must up-
hold the spirit of the Indian
Constitution and refrain
from interfering in the func-
tioning of democratic insti-
tutions and investigative
agencies.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme, Srivastava said al-
legations regarding the mis-
use of central investigative
agencies by governments
have become increasingly
common in the present po-
litical environment. How-
ever, he underlined that the
Indian constitutional frame-
work clearly distributes
powers among different
democratic institutions and
expects them to function in-
dependently.

According to him, ev-
ery pillar of democracy
must operate without inter-
ference from political enti-
ties, whether from the rul-
ing side or the opposition, in
order to preserve institu-
tional integrity and public
trust.

Srivastava stated that if
any political party attempts
to interfere in the function-
ing of investigative agen-
cies, such matters should be
challenged before the Su-
preme Court of India for ju-
dicial scrutiny.

He pointed out that de-
spite frequent political alle-
gations surrounding inves-
tigative  agencies, the
Supreme Court has not offi-
cially taken cognisance of
any proven direct interfer-
ence in the functioning of
central agencies so far.

The senior advocate
added that if evidence of
such interference were ever
conclusively established,

the apex court would cer-
tainly intervene to protect
democratic processes and
institutional independence.

Srivastava also spoke
about recent legal reforms
introduced by the Central

Government,  describing
them as important steps to-
ward modernising India’s
criminal justice system.

He said that after inde-
pendence, India required
comprehensive reforms fo-
cused on faster justice de-
livery, efficient investiga-
tions, time-bound probes,
victim  protection, and
greater acceptance of digi-
tal evidence in legal pro-
ceedings.

According to him, the
new criminal law reforms
are aimed at making the jus-
tice system more respon-
sive, technologically up-
dated, and better suited to
present-day challenges.

Welcoming the launch
of'atraining academy by the
Maharashtra and Goa Bar
Association in Navi Mum-
bai, Srivastava said the ini-
tiative would help bridge
the gap between theoretical
legal education and practi-
cal courtroom exposure for
young lawyers.He observed
that many law graduates
possess strong academic

knowledge but often lack
practical understanding of
courtroom procedures, ju-
dicial functioning, and real-
world legal practice.

The senior legal expert
also highlighted the grow-
ing impact of technology on
the legal profession, saying
that law students and young
advocates must adapt to
emerging areas such as cy-
ber law, digital privacy, and
data protection law.

He further remarked
that Artificial Intelligence
can serve as a valuable sup-
port tool within the legal
sector, especially in re-
search and administrative
assistance.

However, Srivastava
cautioned that Artificial In-
telligence should not be en-
trusted with judicial deci-
sion-making
responsibilities, emphasiz-
ing that human reasoning,
ethics, and judicial discre-
tion must remain central to
the justice delivery system.

He concluded by stress-
ing the importance of con-
stitutional values, judicial
independence, institutional
accountability, and techno-
logical  adaptation in
strengthening India’s dem-
ocratic and legal framework
for the future.

Chinareaches semifinals with win over
Saudi Arabia at AFC U17 Asian Cup

Jeddah: China contin-
ued its journey at the 2026
AFCU17 Asian Cup as it ad-
vanced to the semifinals by
defeating host Saudi Arabia
3-1in the quarterfinals here.

Both sides exchanged
early attacks as they looked
to gain control of the match,
with China creating several
dangerous chances through
long-range efforts.

Saudi Arabia took the
lead in the 21st minute when
Faisal Bayomi scored fol-
lowing a pass from Ammar
Maimani on the left side on
Friday.

China responded quick-
ly as Wan Xiang equalized in

the 27th minute with a strike
into the bottom left corner.
China took the lead in
the 59th minute when Zhao
Songyuan finished from a
close range on an assist from

He Sifan inside the box.
Saudi Arabia pushed for
an equalizer in the closing
stages, but China added a
third goal in stoppage time
through He, whose powerful

long-range strike ended Sau-
di Arabia's hopes and se-
cured China's place in the
semifinals, where it will face
the winner between Austra-
lia and Vietnam, according
to Xinhua.

Zhao said after the match
that he was very excited after
defeating Saudi Arabia, add-
ing that the team's next goal
isto "fight for victory with all
the strengths, strive to win
the championship and con-
tinue making history."

"We are getting better
and better. As long as we do
well in duels, transitions and
work hard, we can win the
title," he said.

Neuer & Ulreich extend contracts with Bayern

Berlin: Manuel Neuer and Sven
Ulreich have extended their contracts
with Bayern Munich until June 2027,
leaving the German record champions
set to continue with their established
goalkeeping set-up alongside Jonas Ur-
big for another season, the club an-
nounced.The decision ends speculation
over whether Neuer would retire when

help

his current deal expires, with Bayern
also retaining 37-year-old back-up Ul-
reich as they shape a three-man unit to
Urbig develop.Forty-year-old
Neuer said he had taken his time before
committing to one more campaign."The
conditions are right here. We can beat
anyone with this team, I enjoy going to
Sabener Strasse every day and I deliver

my performances,"
goalkeeping team, we stick together and
try to raise the bar higher and higher, to
keep pushing each other and prepare as
well as possible for matches."Bayern
president Herbert Hainer said Neuer oc-
cupied "a very special place" among the
club's outstanding goalkeepers, calling
him "the face not just of one.

Neuer said."In our

Manchester United reach agreement
to appoint Carrick manager

London: Manchester
United have reportedly
reached an agreement with
former midfielder Michael
Carrick to become the
club’s permanent head
coach, marking a signifi-
cant managerial develop-
ment at Old Trafford.

According to reports,
the formal process of ex-
changing contracts is cur-
rently underway, with an
official announcement ex-
pected within the next 48
hours.

There remains some un-
certainty over whether all
paperwork and formalities
will be completed in time
for Sunday’s  Premier
League fixture against Not-
tingham Forest, although
the club is reportedly keen
to finalise the appointment
before their final home
game of the season.

Carrick is expected to
sign an initial two-year con-
tract, with an option to ex-
tend for a further 12 months,
as per BBC Sport.

He has been credited
with overseeing a notable
turnaround in Manchester
United’s performances
since taking charge in an in-
terim capacity following
the departure of previous
manager Ruben Amorim in

January.

Under his guidance, the
team is said to have im-
proved significantly, secur-
ing Champions League
qualification and stabilising
results at a crucial stage of
the season.

Carrick’s performances
as interim head coach have
reportedly placed him in a
strong position to take over
the role on a permanent ba-
sis, with growing support
from within the club’s lead-
ership structure.

The club’s executive hi-
erarchy, including chief ex-
ecutive officer Omar Berra-
da and director of football
Jason Wilcox, is understood
to have recommended his
appointment to the owner-
ship group led by INEOS.

Following internal dis-
cussions, the recommenda-
tion has reportedly been ap-
proved at higher levels,
paving the way for Car-
rick’s expected promotion.

Since stepping in as in-
terim manager, Carrick has
been credited with restoring
tactical balance, improving
squad morale, and deliver-
ing consistent results in
both domestic and Europe-
an competitions.

Supporters and analysts
have noted a visible shift in
team structure and perfor-
mance, particularly in de-
fensive organisation and
midfield control.

If confirmed, Carrick’s
appointment would mark a
new managerial era at Man-
chester United, with expec-
tations of long-term squad
rebuilding and strategic sta-
bility.

The club is expected to
make an official announce-
ment once contractual de-
tails are finalised and all ap-
provals are completed.

Mexican defender Reyes says
Mexico World Cup spots open

Mexico City: Mexico
defender Israel Reyes has
highlighted the intense inter-
nal competition within the
national squad ahead of the
FIFA World Cup, stressing
that even established players
cannot afford to become
complacent as the final squad
selection approaches.

The Club América cen-
tre-back was named in Mex-
ico’s extended 55-player
provisional roster for the
tournament, which will be
jointly hosted by the United
States, Mexico, and Canada,
with the competition set to
begin on June 11. National
team coaches must finalize
their 26-player squads by
June 1, making the coming
weeks crucial for players on
the fringe as well as regular
starters.Reyes emphasized
that the fight for places is as
demanding as the tourna-
ment itself, given the depth
of'talentavailable to Mexico.
He noted that players are
constantly being evaluated
and must maintain peak per-
formance levels in every
training session and appear-

ance.

Speaking to reporters on
Friday, the 25-year-old de-
fender said that no player can
afford to relax regardless of
their reputation or experi-
ence. He explained that the
pressure comes not just from
teammates but from the
overall standard required to
compete against the world’s
top national teams.Accord-
ing to Reyes, the internal
battle for selection is effec-
tively a battle against “three
national teams that are part
of the world elite,” under-
scoring the scale of competi-
tion within the squad and the
high standards expected by
the coaching staff.Mexico
will open their World Cup
campaign against South Af-
rica before facing South Ko-
rea and the Czech Republic
in Group A, a lineup that
presents a mix of physicality,
technical ability, and tactical
discipline.Reyes pointed out
that playing at home brings
both motivation and respon-
sibility, as the team looks to
capitalize on strong local
support during the tourna-

ment hosted in part on Mexi-
can soil.

He described the atmo-
sphere within the squad as
highly competitive but also
unified, with players pushing
each other to improve while
sharing a common goal of
making the final World Cup
roster.The defender added
that this internal pressure
helps maintain intensity and
focus, ensuring that no train-
ing session is taken lightly
during the buildup to the
tournament.Reyes stressed
that the objective is to build a
team capable of remaining
unbeaten in the group stage,
atarget he believes is achiev-
able with proper preparation
and focus.He also noted that
the team’s confidence is
boosted by the expected sup-
port of home fans, which he
believes can play a decisive
role in key moments of
matches.According to him,
the squad wants to send a
strong message from the
opening match that Mexico
will be a difficult opponent,
especially in home condi-
tions.

Yao Miao claims women's 50km title
at Ultra-Trail Australia by UTMB

Sydney: Chinese trail
runner Yao Miao delivered a
commanding performance at
the 2026 Ultra-Trail Austra-
lia by UTMB on Saturday,
clinching the women’s 50km
title in one of the most close-
ly watched races of the event.
Her victory added another
major milestone to her rap-
idly growing reputation in
international trail running.

The race, held in Austra-
lia’s Blue Mountains Na-
tional Park, attracted a strong
elite field from across the
world, making it one of the
standout competitions in the
UTMB World Series calen-
dar. Conditions across the
rugged terrain tested endur-
ance, climbing ability and
race strategy.

In the women’s 50km
category, all eyes were on the
highly anticipated duel be-
tween Yao Miao and New
Zealand’s Ruth Croft, both
of whom have established
themselves among the most
consistent performers in

global ultra-trail racing.

Yao, 29, entered the race
as one of the favourites fol-
lowing her impressive win in
the OCC 50km category at
the 2025 UTMB Mont-
Blanc. She has also made
history as the first Asian
woman to win three titles
across different UTMB cate-
gories, underlining her ver-
satility and endurance cre-
dentials.

Croft, meanwhile, came
into the competition with
significant momentum of her
own after winning the 2025
UTMB 100-mile category.
Known for her strong finish-
ing ability and tactical rac-
ing, she was expected to
challenge Yao deep into the
course.

From the outset, Yao
took an aggressive approach,
quickly moving to the front
of'the pack after the start. Her
early pace immediately sig-
naled intent, as she looked to
establish control over the
race rather than respond to

others.

By carefully managing
her effort through the open-
ing stages, Yao maintained a
steady lead and executed a
disciplined strategy through
the midsection of the race.
Her pacing allowed her to
conserve energy for the de-
manding climbs later in the
course.

After crossing the 40km
mark, Yao had built a lead of
nearly three minutes over her

closest competitors. At this
point, she appeared firmly in
control, though the challeng-
ing terrain still left room for
dramatic shifts in momen-
tum.

Yao later revealed that
she did not approach the
event with a purely competi-
tive mindset. She described
it as a “high-quality intensity
session,” noting that her
coach had instructed her to
remain conservative during

the first 25km to avoid early
burnout.

Despite Yao’s strong po-
sition, Ruth Croft mounted a
determined comeback in the
final stages of the race. The
closing nine kilometers
proved particularly brutal,
featuring approximately 800
meters of climbing that test-
ed even the strongest ath-
letes.

The final kilometer in-
cluded extreme gradients
reaching up to 41 percent,
significantly reducing
speeds and forcing runners
into power hiking and tech-
nical climbing efforts. It was
during this section that Croft
narrowed the gap dramati-
cally.

Under mounting pres-
sure, Yao was forced to re-
spond to Croft’s surge. The
Chinese runner acknowl-
edged later that she could
feel her competitor closing
in, describing the final kilo-
meters as the most difficult
portion of the race.
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Adani Ports acquires 51 pc stake in Argentina’s Meridian
to expand South America maritime operations

Mumbai: Adani Ports
& Special Economic Zone
Ltd (APSEZL) has officially
informed the stock exchang-
es that it has acquired a 51%
majority stake in Argentina-
based shipping cargo logis-
tics and nautical services
company Meridian Trans-
portes Maritimos SA.
According to the APSE-
ZL statement, the deal aims
to establish a joint venture
for nautical services, lever-
aging existing contracts
with Southern Energy SA,
which is a strategic step to
scale the company’s mari-
time operations within the
South American market.
“We wish to inform that
the Adani Harbour Interna-
tional FZCO (“TAHID”), a
step-down subsidiary of the
company, has entered into a
share purchase agreement
on May 15, 2026, for the ac-
quisition of a 51% stake of
Meridian Transportes Mari-
timos SA from Logistica y
Servicios Maritimos SA and
Simpo SA,” the APSEZL in-
formed the stock exchanges.
The acquisition serves
as a key pillar in the compa-
ny’s strategy to strengthen
its maritime presence in
South America. By forming

this joint venture, the entity
will provide specialized
nautical services.

A significant part of the
deal involves leveraging an
existing 10-year contract
that Meridian Transportes
Maritimos S.A. holds with
Southern Energy SA (SESA)
for the supply of six vessels,
which was executed in late
December 2025.

The development comes
after APSEZL's marine plat-
form, Astro Offshore, re-
cently contracted with
Oceaneering International
Inc, a US-based engineering

and applied technology
company, to pursue special-
ised offshore and subsea op-
portunities in Europe.
Subsea activities in-
volve specialised underwa-
ter engineering critical to
offshore energy and marine
infrastructure projects, in-
cluding cable laying, pipe-
line installation, underwater
construction,  inspection,
maintenance, and interven-
tion in deepwater environ-
ments. These projects re-
quire advanced vessels,
remotely operated vehicle
(ROV) systems, and high-

The deal marked a sig-
nificant step in APSEZ’s ex-
pansion into ultra-deepwa-

ter operations and
international markets, fur-
ther supporting its strategy
to build one of the world’s
largest integrated marine
platforms.

APSEZL's marine plat-
form Astro Offshore has
strengthened its deepwater
fleet with the addition of En-
ergy Savannah (to be re-
named Astro Atlas), a mod-
ern  2021-built 97-metre
DP2 multipurpose support

vessel. Equipped with a
150-tonne  subsea AHC
crane, a 25-tonne secondary
crane, a moonpool, and ac-
commodation for up to 100
personnel, the vessel is de-
signed to support a wide
range of offshore operations,
including subsea construc-
tion, cable laying, and pipe-
line installation.

With the capability to
operate in water depths of
over 3,000 metres, Astro At-
las will enable Astro Off-
shore to enter the ultra-deep-
water segment, unlocking
access to more complex,
high-value offshore proj-
ects. Its advanced DP2 sys-
tem and robust design sup-
port safe and efficient
operations in challenging
environments. This develop-
ment aligns with APSEZ’s
strategy to build one of the
world’s largest integrated
marine platforms spanning
logistics, offshore support,
underwater  engineering,
and deepwater infrastruc-
ture services. As part of its
long-term  roadmap, the
company is targeting a
200-vessel fleet along with
marine revenue of Rs 6,000
crore and planned capex of
Rs 13,000 crore by FY31.

RIFAH Chamber of Commerce
annual conference held

Chennai: The annual
conference of the RIFAH
Chamber of Commerce
(RCC) was held in Chennai
on Saturday, bringing to-
gether a large gathering of
business leaders, entrepre-
neurs, and invited speakers
from across India and
abroad. The event highlight-
ed themes of inclusive
growth, entrepreneurship,
and collaborative economic
development.

The conference wit-
nessed participation from
more than 500 business pro-
fessionals, along with over
ten speakers, influential
thinkers, and distinguished
guests representing various
sectors. Discussions
throughout the event fo-
cused on strengthening com-
munity-driven business net-

works and  expanding
opportunities for emerging
entrepreneurs.

RCC State President
Younus Sait delivered the
inaugural address, setting
the tone for the conference.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of collective progress
and cooperation among en-
trepreneurs to drive sustain-
able economic growth with-
in Tamil Nadu and beyond.

During the event, five
companies that have made
notable contributions to the
commercial development of
Tamil Nadu were honoured
with the RIFAH Awards. Ac-
cording to an RCC release,
the awards were presented in
recognition of their role in
strengthening regional busi-
ness activity and supporting
economic progress.

The conference also fea-
tured a series of special ad-
dresses by prominent speak-
ers ondiverse themes related
to business, development,
and social responsibility.
Umar Mukhtar, CEO of Go
Buttons Group, spoke on the
importance of unity in busi-
ness with his address titled
“Let Us Grow Together as
One Community.”

Ahmed Bukhari, Presi-
dent of UEF, presented his
vision for regional develop-
mentin atalk titled “A Better
Vision for the Development
of Tamil Nadu,” focusing on
long-term economic plan-
ning and inclusive growth
strategies.

International guest Dato
Veera Shahul Dawood ad-
dressed  participants on
“Building International
Business Partnerships,”

highlighting opportunities
for cross-border collabora-
tion and global market ex-
pansion for Indian entrepre-
neurs.

Mrs. Janaki Maya,
Founder of Cake Square,
spoke on “Creating Women
Entrepreneurs,” emphasiz-
ing the growing role of
women in business and the
need for stronger support
systems to encourage female
entrepreneurship.

Maulavi  Muhammad
Hanifa Manbai, State Presi-
dent of Jamaat-e-Islami, de-
livered a speech on “The
Perspective of Jamaat-e-Isl-
ami on the Contribution of
Muslims to the Develop-
ment of Tamil Nadu,” focus-
ing on community participa-
tion in state development.

Maulana Khalil Ahmed
Muneeri addressed the gath-
ering on “An Integrated Sus-
tainable Development
Plan,” discussing long-term
frameworks for balanced
economic and social prog-
ress.Fathi delivered a talk on
“Expanding Business — A
Social Responsibility,”
highlighting ethical entre-
preneurship and the impor-
tance of social impact along-
side profit generation.

Fuel price revision a course correction, but
more needs to be done: Crisil Intelligence

New Delhi: India’s re-
cent decision to raise retail
prices of petrol and diesel by
3 per litre represents a sig-
nificant, though still partial,
step towards addressing the
prolonged under-recovery
pressures faced by (OMCs),
according to Sehul Bhatt, Di-
rector at Crisil Intelligence.
Bhatt described the move as
a meaningful correction in a
long-standing cycle of fuel
under-recoveries, which has
placed sustained financial
strain on state-owned fuel
retailers over recent periods.
He noted that at their peak,
OMCs were absorbing loss-
es in the range of 323-330
per litre on petrol and diesel,
which translated into mas-
sive daily cumulative losses
of around <1,300-%1,400
crore across petrol, diesel,
and LPG operations.Such
high under-recoveries, he
explained, had created a sig-
nificant burden on the bal-
ance sheets of fuel retailers,

forcing them to operate un-
der compressed margins for
an extended period.Accord-
ing to Bhatt, earlier govern-
ment intervention through
excise duty relief of around
%10 per litre helped reduce
the intensity of these losses,
narrowing the under-recov-
eries to roughly 31417 per
litre on petrol and dieThis
relief measure, he added,
brought some stability to the
system but did not fully elim-
inate the structural gap be-
tween global cost pressures
and domestic retail pricing.
With the latest 3 per litre
hike, combined with a mar-
ginal softening in crude oil
prices, estimated residual
under-recoveries have now
eased further to around
%10-X13 per litre.Bhatt said
this adjustment will provide
Oil Marketing Companies
with a degree of operational
breathing room, helping
them better manage cash
flows and near-term finan-

cial stress.He also pointed
out that cumulative losses
since the onset of global sup-
ply disruptions and geopo-
litical tensions had already
reached approximately
%70,000 crore across petrol,
diesel, and LPG segments by
April.These  losses, he
warned, are projected to
cross the X1 lakh crore mark
by the end of May if pressure
conditions persist without
further corrective pricing ad-
justments.According to
Bhatt, the recent price revi-
sion should not be interpret-
ed as a move to restore full
marketing margins, but rath-
er as ameasure aimed at con-
taining incremental balance
sheet stress.He emphasized
that the adjustment reflects a
broader policy recognition
that sustained cost absorp-
tion by OMCs is not viable
indefinitely and that some
level of pass-through to con-
sumers is necessary to main-
tain financial stability.

Rupee fall reflects sentiment-driven weakness,
not macro fundamental deterioration: N ArunaGiri

New Delhi: The recent
depreciation of the Indian
rupee, marked by it breach-
ing successive psychologi-
cal levels, is being viewed
more as a sentiment-driven
phenomenon rather than a
reflection of any deep struc-
tural weakness in India’s
macroeconomic fundamen-
tals, according to N Aruna
Giri, CEO of TrustLine
Holdings.

He cautioned that while
the underlying economic
indicators remain broadly
stable, continued erosion of
investor confidence could
trigger a self-reinforcing
cycle of weakness, further
pressuring the currency be-
yond what fundamentals

justify.
Giri noted that India’s
macroeconomic  position

does notindicate any imme-
diate cause for alarm. He
pointed out that the current
account deficit remains

within manageable limits,
foreign exchange reserves
are at comfortable levels,
and the import cover of
around eight to nine months
provides a strong external
buffer.

He also highlighted that
the fiscal deficit trajectory
has remained relatively sta-
ble, suggesting that govern-
ment finances are not under
acute stress.

In his view, these indi-
cators collectively do not
justify the sharp pace of ru-
pee depreciation seen in re-
cent trading sessions.

According to him, cur-
rency movements are often
influenced as much by per-
ception and sentiment as by
economic data.

He explained that when
foreign investment inflows
weaken or markets begin to
anticipate capital outflows
due to geopolitical or global
uncertainties, such expecta-

tions themselves can exert
downward pressure on the
currency.

Giri warned that if neg-
ative sentiment is allowed
to build unchecked, it can
evolve into a self-fulfilling
cycle where expectations of
depreciation lead to actual
outflows, thereby intensify-
ing currency weakness.

He stressed that this is
precisely why timely and
proactive intervention by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) becomes crucial in
maintaining stability and
restoring market confi-
dence.

Drawing a parallel with
past crises, he referred to
the 2013 “Taper Tantrum”
episode, when emerging
market currencies, includ-
ing.
The Indian rupee, faced
sharp depreciation follow-
ing global financial shocks
and shifting US monetary

policy expectations.
During that period, then
RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajan introduced measures
such as the FCNR(B) for-

eign  currency  deposit
scheme, which attracted
significant NRI inflows,

along with tighter monetary
steps and liquidity manage-
ment tools aimed at stabilis-
ing the rupee.

Giri suggested that sim-
ilar  confidence-building
measures may be required if
current pressures persist,
arguing that decisive action
can help break negative
market psychology before
it becomes entrenched.

He emphasized that the
RBI cannot afford to remain
passive in the current envi-
ronment, as inaction could
allow speculative pressures
and sentiment-driven
movements to deepen fur-
ther volatility in the curren-
cy market.

One of the possible
measures he proposed in-
cludes the reintroduction or
expansion of FCNR dollar
deposit schemes to attract
foreign currency inflows,
thereby easing pressure on
the rupee in the near term.

On the fiscal and policy
side, he also suggested that
the government could con-
sider steps such as tax con-
cessions for foreign institu-
tional investors, including
reductions in TDS on bond
transactions and adjust-
ments in capital gains taxa-
tion to improve capital in-
flows.

Giri  concluded that
while fundamentals remain
supportive, restoring confi-
dence quickly is essential,
and policy signals at this
stage could play a decisive
role in stabilising sentiment
and preventing further un-
warranted depreciation of
the rupee.

Telangana to Formulate Comprehensive
Cooperative Policy for Modernisation of Sector

Hyderabad The
Telangana Government is
formulating a comprehen-
sive State Cooperative Poli-
cy aimed at providing stra-
tegic direction for the
growth and modernisation
of the cooperative sector,
Secretary Agriculture and
Cooperation Surendra Mo-
han said on Friday.

The proposed policy
will focus on professional
management, financial sus-
tainability, digital transfor-
mation.

And

expansion into

emerging sectors, he said
during a meeting of the
State Cooperative Develop-
ment Committee held at the
Secretariat here.

The meeting was jointly
presided over by union Sec-
retary Ministry of Coopera-
tion Ashish Kumar Butani
along with Telangana Chief
Secretary K. Ramakrishna
Rao to review measures for
strengthening the coopera-
tive sector across the State.

Presenting a compre-
hensive overview of the co-
operative sector, Surendra

Mohan highlighted its sig-
nificant role in the socio-
economic development of
rural communities.

He informed that as
many as 60,925 cooperative
societies are currently func-
tioning across Telangana,
reflecting the widespread
reach and strength of the co-
operative movement.

The Secretary stated
that the Telangana Govern-
ment is fully aligned with
the Centre’s initiative for
computerisation of Primary
Agricultural  Cooperative

Societies (PACS) to im-
prove transparency, effi-
ciency and service delivery.

As part of efforts to di-
versify and strengthen rural
economic activities, the
Telangana Cooperative
union is supporting the
transformation of 311
PACS into Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs), en-
abling farmers to access
better markets.

Value addition opportu-
nities and collective bar-
gaining mechanisms, he
added.

Governmentimposes import curbs on silver

Mumbai: Within days of increasing
customs duties on precious metals, the
Central Government on Saturday intro-
duced fresh importrestrictions onssilver,
marking a significant tightening of trade

controls in the segment.

Earlier on May 13, the government
had raised import duties on precious
metals from 6% to 15%, a move aimed
at regulating inflows and addressing
broader concerns related to trade bal-
ance and domestic market stability.

Building on that decision, the Di-
rectorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) announced that the import pol-
icy for silver, including silver plated
with gold and platinum, has been re-
vised from “free” to “restricted” with

immediate effect.

was needed.

silver.

Under the revised framework, sil-
ver imports will now require prior gov-
ernment approval, meaning importers
must obtain a licence before bringing
the metal into the country. This repre-
sents a major shift from the earlier open
import regime, where no such approval

The policy change is expected to
significantly impact traders and import-
ers who deal in precious metals, particu-
larly those reliant on global supply
chains for bullion and industrial-grade

Officials noted that placing silver
under the restricted category effectively
brings tighter regulatory oversight, al-
lowing authorities to monitor and con-
trol import volumes more closely.

The move comes at a time when
global precious metal prices have been
volatile, and governments are increas-
ingly seeking to manage external trade
exposure linked to commodities.

Analysts say such restrictions typi-
cally aim to curb excessive imports,

protect domestic markets, and reduce

pressure on foreign exchange outflows,
although they can also raise compliance
requirements for businesses. With silver
now requiring licensing, import time-
lines may become longer and more pro-

cedural, potentially affecting supply

dynamics in the short term.The com-
bined impact of higher duties and li-
censing requirements signals a broader
policy tightening in the precious metals
segment by the government.

Adani Airports, IHG to develop
five hotels across airport cities

Mumbai : Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) has
officially announced that it
has inked a deal with global
hospitality firm IHG Hotels
& Resorts to develop five ho-
tels across key airport-linked
and high-growth urban desti-
nations, including Mumbai,
Navi Mumbai and Thiruva-
nanthapuram.

Presently, AAHL oper-
ates airports in Mumbai,
Navi Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati,
Mangalore and Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

Speaking about the de-
velopment, Adani Enterpris-
es Limited (AEL) Director
Pranav Adani said, “As the
Adani Group expands its
presence across hospitality
and airport-led urban infra-
structure, our vision is to cre-
ate world-class destinations
that seamlessly integrate
travel, stay and urban experi-
ences around India's rapidly

growing aviation ecosys-
tem”.The portfolio includes
a Kimpton hotel in Jaipur, as
well as Holiday Inn and Hol-
iday Inn Express hotels with-
in upcoming hospitality-led
mixed-use development
projects as part of the Adani
Airport cities.“We are build-
ing this platform in partner-
ship with leading interna-
tional hotel brands that bring
global standards, operational
excellence and scale. Our
collaboration with ITHG Ho-
tels & Resorts and the devel-
opment of five hotels across
key gateway destinations
marks an important step in
strengthening  high-quality
hospitality ~ infrastructure
aligned with India's long-
term travel and economic
growth,” Pranav Adani said.
Known globally for its de-
sign-led hotels, chef-driven
dining experiences and bou-
tique luxury positioning,
Kimpton's entry reflects the

growing demand for premi-
um lifestyle hospitality ex-
periences in India.

“Our partnership with
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) reflects the scale of
opportunity we continue to
see in India's hospitality sec-
tor, particularly across gate-
way cities and airport-led
developments that are wit-
nessing strong demand from
business, leisure and transit
travellers alike,” IHG Hotels
& Resorts Managing Direc-
tor, South West Asia, Sudeep
Jain said.IHG Hotels & Re-
sorts currently operates 52
hotels across six brands in
India and has a pipeline of 98
additional hotels expected to
open over the next three to
five years. AAHL also stated
that it is reimagining airports
as integrated urban ecosys-
tems which combine avia-
tion with hospitality, retail,
commercial and social infra-
structure.

Indian Crypto Industry Sees
Major Global Regulatory Shift

Mumbai: The United
States Senate Banking Com-
mittee on Thursday cleared
the Digital Asset Market
Clarity Act, advancing what
is being described as the
most comprehensive crypto-
currency legislation in
American history and trig-
gering reactions across glob-
al digital asset markets.

The bill, if enacted into
law, will formally define
which digital assets fall un-
der the jurisdiction of the Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) and which
come under the Commodity
Futures Trading Commis-
sion (CFTC), ending years
of uncertainty over regulato-
ry authority in the sector, a
financial analyst said.

The proposed legislation
also addresses regulation of

stablecoins, protections for
decentralised finance and
bankruptcy safeguards for
crypto customers. Following
the committee’s approval,
both Bitcoin and Ethereum
registered gains in the mar-
ket.

The bill must still pass a
full Senate floor vote before
being sent to the President
for final approval.

Indian  cryptocurrency
industry leaders said the de-
velopment carries signifi-
cance beyond the United
States market.

Ashish ~ Singhal, co-
founder of CoinSwitch, said
the bill addresses a major
structural issue that has af-
fected the global crypto eco-
system.

“The CLARITY Actis a
significant moment for the

global crypto industry be-
cause it finally attempts to
address one of the ecosys-

tem's biggest unresolved
challenges — regulatory
clarity around digital assets.
Despite over 40 per cent of
Americans already having
exposure to crypto, the in-
dustry has largely operated
withouta clearly defined leg-
islative framework for near-

ly adecade,” Singhal said.
He added that the market
views the legislation as a
strong indication that crypto-
currency regulation in the
United States is entering a
more mature phase and that
such frameworks could
eventually become impor-
tant global reference points
for integrating digital assets
into the broader financial

system.

Nischal Shetty, founder
of WazirX, said the absence
of regulatory clarity in the
US had directly affected
market growth.

“For years, exchanges
operating in the US did not
know which regulator they
answered to. Both the SEC
and the CFTC claimed au-
thority over the same assets,
with no clear boundary be-
tween them. Platforms
caught between them could
not build products with con-
fidence. Institutions stayed
out,” Shetty said.

He said the development
also offers lessons for India,
where millions of virtual
digital asset holders continue
to operate without a compre-
hensive regulatory frame-
work.
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