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DK Shivakumar flags
fuel inflation, seeks
report as LPG prices
rise again

Offerings in Ayodhya's
Ram Temple missing,
alleges Akhil_esh Yadav
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community globally. The
government's i i
suspicious, he said.

Former Ayodhya MLA
Pawan Pandey,

New Delhi : Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Sunday said that
23 political parties have confirmed
their participation in a meeting of
the INDIA alliance, or INDIA
Janbandhan, scheduled to be held
at the Constitution Club in New
Delhi on June 8.

In a post on social media
platform X, Ramesh said the
meeting would take place at 12
noon and would bring together a
broad spectrum of Opposition
parties united against what they
describe as the Narendra Modi

confirmed participation in the
INDIA Janbandhan meeting at
Constitution Club, New Delhi on
Monday June 8, 2026, at 12 noon,”
Ramesh said.

He added that while some
parties would not be able to attend
the meeting, they had nevertheless
communicated their opposition to
the policies and actions of the BJP-
led central government.

“There are some parties who
have expressed their inability to
attend this particular meeting for
their own reasons — even though
they have conveyed their strong
opposition to the Modi
policies and

government's attacks on

democratic institutions,

constitutional values and citizens' Government’s

rights. actions,” Ramesh said.
“23  political parties have

The Congress leader alleged

thatthe government was “snatching
away the right to vote for millions
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of Indians,”

assaultlng the
Constitution daily,” and “attacking
Opposition  leaders  through
investigative agencies.” He also
accused the Centre of damaging
livelihoods, fuelling inflation,
undermining employment
prospects for young people, hurting
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the investment climate and
compromising national interests
through its foreign policy.

The meeting comes amid
renewed efforts by Opposition
parties to strengthen coordination
ahead of a series of political and
electoral battles. The INDIA
alliance, formed in 2023 as a
coalition of Opposition parties
seeking to challenge the BIJP
nationally, has continued to project
itself as a platform committed to

protecting constitutional
institutions, federalism and
democratic processes.

Ramesh sought to underscore
the alliance's cohesion despite
differences among its constituent
parties, saying diversity remained

hy 23 Parties, Says Jairam Ramesh

its strength.

“Like India, the INDIA
Janbandhan continues to stand
united through its diversity,” he
said.

The June 8 meeting is expected
to deliberate on a range of political
issues, including electoral
processes, governance concerns,
economic challenges and the
Opposition’s  future  strategy
against the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance government
at the Centre. Leaders from
participating parties are likely to
discuss ways to coordinate their
response to issues they contend are
affecting democratic institutions
and the lives of ordinary citizens
across the country.

rupees have gone missing
from the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya.

He posted this on his
socialmediahandle, claiming
that "This is extremely
sensitive news for devotees
of Lord Ram all over the
world.  Offerings  worth
crores of rupees for the Ram
Temple have gone missing."

Akhilesh Yadav also
targeted the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trustand the government. He
wrote, "The disappearance of
crores of rupees is a very

minister in the Samajwadi

Party government, claims
that the Ram Temple
offerings may be worth

between Rs X5 crore and X7.5
crore. If there has been no
theft, the Trust's general
secretary, Champat Rai,
should come forward and
swear in the name of Lord
Ram that the entire matter is a
lie. If the allegations are true,
an FIR should be filed.

He said, "It's not clear
how long this theft has been
going on. An investigation
should also be conducted to

BJP Launches Statewide Outreach Campaign
in Haryana to Mark 12 Years of Modi Govt

Panchkula: Haryana
BJP President Dr Archna
Gupta has announced the
launch of a statewide public
outreach campaign to mark
the completion of 12 years of
the Narendra Modi-led
Central Government.

The campaign, which
begins on June 7 and will
continue until June 21, is
being conducted under the

comprising four members at
the district level and three
members at the mandal level
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media interactions from June
8 to June 12, during which
they will present the
achievements and  key
initiatives of the Central
Government.

A special public outreach
drive will be carried out from
June 8 to June 14. During this
period, BJP leaders and
workers will visit villages,
towns and cities across the

with citizens and
beneficiaries of government
programmes while spreading
awareness about the Centre’s
development and welfare
initiatives. The campaign
will culminate on June 21, the
International Day of Yoga,
with yoga programmes being
organized at every mandal
across  Haryana.  Party
workers and members of the

shameful situation for the determine  which  trust | theme “12 Years of Trust, have been constituted to state, going door-to-door to public are expected to
temple trust. No one wantsto  members ~ received  this | Development and Public ensure  the  successful inform citizens about various participate in the events.
come forward to explain." money." Welfare.” It aims to highlight implementation  of  the government schemes, Dr. Gupta expressed
The SP president has Meanwhile, even after | the achievements of the campaign across Haryana. development projects and the  confidence that the campaign
demanded the court take suo  several efforts, no official | Central Government, its Aspartoftheprogramme, — progress made during the last ~ would help take the message
motu cognizance, as this of  the Shri Ram | welfare initiatives and the Haryana Chief Minister 12 years. of the Modi Government’s
issue is directly linked to the ~ Janmabhoomi Teerth | vision of a Viksit Bharat. Nayab Singh Saini, union Dr. Gupta said the achievements and its vision
deep faith in Lord Ram held ~ Kshetra Trust was ready to Dr. Gupta said on Ministers, and senior BJP campaign is designed to foradevelopedIndiatoevery

by the entire Sanatani

speak on the matter.

Saturday

that committees

leaders will participate in

strengthen direct engagement

household across the state.

Kharge attacks Centre over LPG price hike,

questions fuel policy and Ujjwala scheme reach I

New Delhi: Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge on Sunday
launched a sharp attack on the
Narendra Modi-led government
over rising domestic LPG prices,
alleging that repeated increases in
cooking gas rates were placing an
unbearable burden on ordinary
households and raising questions
about the effectiveness of the
Centre’s energy and welfare policies.

Domestic cooking gas prices
were raised by Rs 29 per cylinder
late Saturday, marking the second
hike in three months as state-owned
oil marketing companies grapple
with escalating global energy costs
driven by the continuing conflict in
West Asia.

With the latest revision, the price
of a 14.2-kg domestic LPG cylinder
in Delhi has increased to Rs 942
from Rs 913. The hike comes after a
Rs 60 increase announced on March
7, when disruptions in West Asia

triggered a sharp
international fuel prices.

In a post on social media
platform X, Kharge claimed that
soaring  LPG  prices  were
“threatening to burn down the
kitchens of ordinary citizens” and
accused the government of making
domestic cooking fuel increasingly
unaffordable. He pointed out that the
price of domestic LPG cylinders had
risen by Rs 89 over the past four
months, arguing that the increase
was hitting household budgets at a
time of persistent inflationary
pressures.

“The soaring prices of domestic
LPG are threatening to burn down
the kitchens of ordinary citizens,”
Kharge said, while posing a series of
questions to the government
regarding fuel availability, the
implementation of welfare schemes
and the overall trajectory of LPG
prices under  the current

surge in

administration.

The Congress chief questioned
the government's claims on fuel
diversification in the wake of
geopolitical tensions in West Aseia.
Referring to statements made by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
Parliament, Kharge asked what had
become of the government's strategy
of sourcing fuel from a wider range
of countries. “Prime Minister Modi
made extensive claims that India
was diversifying its fuel supplies
from 41 countries in response to the
West Asia war. What happened to
that strategy? Why is there still a
shortage of LPG in rural areas?” he
asked.

Kharge also cited figures related
to the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana, contending that a large
number of beneficiary households
were unable to regularly refill their
LPG cylinders because of high costs.
According to him, during 2025-26,

5.56 crore families under the scheme
either obtained only one refill or did
not refill their cylinders at all, while
3.30 crore families did not purchase
a single refill. “This was even before
the West Asia crisis. Isn't this a result
of the Modi government's policies
that have made LPG unaffordable
for many?” he said.

Drawing a comparison with the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
era, the Congress president further
accused the Bharatiya Janata Party
of adopting double standards on
inflation. He alleged that while BJP
leaders frequently protested against
rising prices during previous
governments, they remained silent
despite substantial increases in LPG
prices over the past decade. “Isn't it
true that the Modi government has
increased domestic LPG prices by
Rs 530 over the past 12 years? Why
are BJP leaders no longer sitting on
the streets with LPG cylinders in

protest?” Kharge asked.

The Congress has repeatedly
sought to make inflation, fuel prices
and the cost of essential commodities
central issues in its political
campaign, accusing the Centre of
failing to provide adequate relief to
households. The BJP, on the other
hand, has maintained that its welfare
measures, including subsidies and
targeted assistance under schemes
such as Ujjwala, have expanded
access to clean cooking fuel and
improved the lives of millions of
beneficiaries. The latest remarks by
Kharge add to the ongoing political
sparring between the ruling BJP and
the opposition Congress over
inflation, welfare delivery and the
impact of rising energy costs on
ordinary citizens.

Digvijaya Singh writes to PM,
seeks rollback of third language
addition in CBSE classes 9 and 10

New  Delhi: Senior
Congress leader and Chairman
of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Education, Skill
Development, Women,
Children, Youth and Sports,
Digvijaya Singh has written to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
seeking an immediate halt to
what he described as the
“arbitrary and  unplanned”
introduction of a third language
in the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
curriculum for Classes 9 and 10.

The development was
disclosed by Congress general
secretary in  charge  of
communications, Jairam
Ramesh, in a post on social
media platform X on Sunday.
Ramesh said Singh had urged
the Prime Minister to intervene
against the move, alleging that it
had been implemented in
violation =~ of  established
academic planning norms and
contrary to decisions already
taken by the CBSE Governing
Body. “The Chairman of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Education and
senior Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh has written to
the Prime Minister seeking a
halt to the arbitrary, unplanned
addition of a third language to
Grade 9 and 10 CBSE
curriculum  — in  direct
contradiction of the CBSE
Governing Body’s own decision
and all norms of academic
planning,” Ramesh said in his
post. The Congress has argued
that major curricular changes
affecting lakhs of students
across the country should be
introduced only after adequate
consultation with stakeholders,
including students, parents,
teachers, state governments and
education experts. Party leaders
have maintained that sudden

changes in examination and
curriculum structures can create
confusion among students and

place additional academic
burdens on schools already
preparing for board

examinations. The issue comes
amid continuing political debate
over the implementation of the
language provisions contained
in the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. While the policy
advocates multilingual learning
and encourages the study of
three  languages,  several
opposition parties and state
governments have expressed
concerns over the manner in
which language policies are
being implemented, particularly
when changes are introduced
without extensive consultation.

The CBSE, which is
affiliated with more than 30,000
schools in India and abroad,
periodically revises its
curriculum in line with national
education priorities and policy
objectives. However, opposition
leaders have repeatedly called
for greater transparency and
advance planning in curriculum
reforms,  especially  those
affecting secondary and senior
secondary students. The latest

intervention by the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee ~ chairman  is

expected to intensify the
ongoing debate over language

education and the
implementation of reforms
under the NEP framework.

New Delhi: India’s India’s rise in global easier  through  digital focused on reducmg GatiShakti and advanced Scheme (ECLGS) and
sweeping reforms in rankings. The country platforms such as the SPICe procedural  hurdles in logistics platforms. GeM Pradhan Mantri Mudra
governance, regulation and improved its position in the system and MCA21 Version obtaining business permits alone has recorded a Yojana (PMMY) have
digital infrastructure have World Bank’s Doing 3, which have streamlined and clearances. The National cumulative transaction value  expanded formal financing to
significantly ~ strengthened Business Report from 142nd  company incorporation and Single Window System now of Rs 18.4 Ilakh crore, millions of businesses. Since
the country’s  business in2014to63rdin2019.India compliance processes. For integrates approvals across providing opportunities to its launch in 2015, PMMY
ecosystem, making it easier has also strengthened its micro, small and medium multiple central and state startups, women has sanctioned loans worth
to start, operate and expand standing in the IMD World enterprises (MSMEs), the . e over Rs 40 lakh crore through

businesses while boosting
investor confidence and
global competitiveness.

According to a
government review released
on Saturday, sustained efforts
to simplify regulations,
reduce compliance burdens
and digitise public services
have transformed India’s
business landscape over the
past decade. The reforms
have  helped  improve
transparency, efficiency and
ease of access to markets,
credit and  government
services for entrepreneurs,
startups and businesses of all
sizes.

The impact of these
measures is reflected in

Competitiveness  Ranking,
moving up from 43rd place in
2021 to 41stin 2025.

A major pillar of the
reform agenda has been the
promotion of
entrepreneurship. Since the
launch of the Startup India
initiative in 2016, the number
of recognised startups has
surged from just 502 to over
2.23 lakh by March 2026,
generating more than 23.3
lakh direct jobs. Nearly half
of these startups have at least
one woman director or
partner, underlining the
growing inclusivity of India’s
startup ecosystem.

Business registration has
also become significantly

Udyam Registration Portal
has enabled paperless and
self-declaration-based
registration, helping millions
of enterprises enter the
formal economy.

Property registration and
land  governance  have
undergone a digital overhaul
through the Digital India
Land Records Modernisation
Programme. More than 97
per cent of cadastral maps
have been digitised, while
over 36 crore land parcels
have been assigned a Unique
Land Parcel Identification
Number (ULPIN), enhancing
transparency and reducing
disputes.

The government has also

departments,  while the
PARIVESH  portal  has
substantially reduced the
time required for

environmental clearances.
Market  access  has
improved through initiatives
such as the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM), Open
Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC), PM

entrepreneurs and MSMEs to

participate in government
procurement.

On the financial front,
easier access to credit has
emerged as a key reform area.
Schemes such as the Credit
Guarantee Fund Trust for
Micro and Small Enterprises
(CGTMSE), Emergency
Credit Line  Guarantee

more than 57 crore accounts.

India’s tax ecosystem has
also become more business-
friendly through the
implementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST),
faceless tax assessments and
a revamped income tax
e-filing system. GST
registrations have expanded
from around 60 lakh
taxpayers in 2017 to more
than 1.64 crore in 2026,

reflecting deeper
formalisation of the
economy.

Digital public
infrastructure has further

strengthened the business
environment. The Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),

now recognised by the
International Monetary Fund
as the world’s largest real-
time payment system by
transaction volume,
processed over 24,000 crore
transactions worth nearly Rs
314 lakh crore during FY
2025-26. The platform
currently serves over 540
million users and 100 million
merchants.

To create a more trust-
based regulatory framework,
the government has
undertaken extensive
decriminalisation and
compliance reduction
measures. The Jan Vishwas
reforms have rationalised
hundreds of legal provisions,
while more than 47,000
compliances have been
simplified, digitised or
removed.

Insolvency  resolution
has also been strengthened
through amendments to the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy

Code, introducing faster
timelines and improving
creditor participation,

making debt resolution more
predictable and efficient.
Officials said the
combined impact of digital
governance, regulatory
simplification and
infrastructure modernisation
is helping position India as a
globally competitive
investment destination. The
reforms are expected to
further accelerate
entrepreneurship, attract
investment and support long-
term economic growth.
“India’s Ease of Doing
Business framework today
reflects  the  combined
strength of digital
infrastructure, policy reforms
and trust-based governance,”
the government said,
highlighting the country’s
ongoing efforts to build a
transparent and facilitative
business environment.
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DK Shivakumar flags fuel inflation,
seeks report as LPG prices rise again

Bengaluru: The Karnataka gov-
ernment on Sunday waded into the
growing controversy over rising fuel
costs, with Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar seeking a detailed report on
the latest LPG price hike and warning
that steep increases in industrial gas
and diesel prices could have far-
reaching consequences for both
households and businesses.

The intervention comes after the
Centre approved a Rs 29 increase in
the price of a 14.2-kg domestic LPG
cylinder, the second hike in just three
months, intensifying concerns over
the mounting burden on consumers
already grappling with inflationary
pressures.

Speaking to reporters in Bengal-
uru, Shivakumar said the impact of
the revision extended beyond house-
hold kitchens.

"I have heard the report on the
increase in LPG prices. More worry-
ing is the alarming rise in industrial
gas and industrial diesel prices. [ am
seeking a detailed report and will
speak on the issue tomorrow," he
said.

His remarks signal that the Con-
gress government may seek to sharp-
en its attack on the Centre over rising
fuel prices, a politically sensitive is-
sue with implications for household
budgets, transport costs and industri-
al production.

The latest increase follows a Rs
60 hike announced on March 7, tak-
ing the cumulative rise in domestic
LPG prices to Rs 89 in three months.

Industry observers say higher in-
dustrial fuel costs could trigger a rip-
ple effect across sectors, potentially

pushing up manufacturing, logistics

and food prices at a time when busi-
nesses are already facing cost pres-
sures.

The Centre, however, has de-
fended the revision, citing a sharp
rise in global LPG prices amid con-
tinuing tensions in West Asia. It has
maintained that cooking gas prices in
India remain among the lowest in the
world despite recent increases.

Government sources have also
pointed out that state-owned oil mar-
keting companies were incurring
losses of about Rs 703 on every do-
mestic LPG cylinder sold before the
latest revision.

With fuel inflation once again
emerging as a flashpoint, Shivaku-
mar's demand for a report sets the
stage for a renewed political battle
over the economic impact of rising
energy costs.

UNI BDNThe Karnataka gov-
ernment on Sunday waded into the
growing controversy over rising fuel
costs, with Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar seeking a detailed report on
the latest LPG price hike and warning
that steep increases in industrial gas
and diesel prices could have far-
reaching consequences for both
households and businesses.

The intervention comes after the
Centre approved a Rs 29 increase in
the price of a 14.2-kg domestic LPG
cylinder, the second hike in just three
months, intensifying concerns over
the mounting burden on consumers
already grappling with inflationary
pressures.

Speaking to reporters in Bengal-
uru, Shivakumar said the impact of
the revision extended beyond house-
hold kitchens.

"I have heard the report on the

increase in LPG prices. More worry-
ing is the alarming rise in industrial
gas and industrial diesel prices. I am
seeking a detailed report and will
speak on the issue tomorrow," he
said.

His remarks signal that the Con-
gress government may seek to sharp-
en its attack on the Centre over rising
fuel prices, a politically sensitive is-
sue with implications for household
budgets, transport costs and industri-
al production.

The latest increase follows a Rs
60 hike announced on March 7, tak-
ing the cumulative rise in domestic
LPG prices to Rs 89 in three months.

Industry observers say higher in-
dustrial fuel costs could trigger a rip-
ple effect across sectors, potentially
pushing up manufacturing, logistics
and food prices at a time when busi-
nesses are already facing cost pres-
sures.

The Centre, however, has de-
fended the revision, citing a sharp
rise in global LPG prices amid con-
tinuing tensions in West Asia. It has
maintained that cooking gas prices in
India remain among the lowest in the
world despite recent increases.

Government sources have also
pointed out that state-owned oil mar-
keting companies were incurring
losses of about Rs 703 on every do-
mestic LPG cylinder sold before the
latest revision.

With fuel inflation once again
emerging as a flashpoint, Shivaku-
mar's demand for a report sets the
stage for a renewed political battle
over the economic impact of rising
energy costs.

UP Tourism showcases
Heritage to future civil administrators

Lucknow: The Uttar
Pradesh State Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (UP-
STDC) organised a special
Lucknow Darshan familiari-
sation tour for 107 State Ser-
vice Trainee Officers partici-
pating in the 88th Basic
Training Programme for
Promoted Deputy Collec-
tors, providing them with an
opportunity to explore the
cultural, historical and tour-
ism heritage of the state capi-
tal.

The initiative was de-
signed to offer trainee offi-
cers an immersive under-
standing of Uttar Pradesh’s
rich legacy, enabling them to
experience firsthand the his-
torical monuments, architec-
tural marvels and cultural
traditions that have shaped
the identity of Lucknow over
centuries.The  familiarisa-
tion tour formed part of a
broader effort by the state
government to integrate cul-
tural awareness into admin-
istrative training. Officials
believe that future adminis-
trators who possess a deeper
understanding of the state's
heritage can contribute more
effectively to its preserva-
tion, promotion and devel-
opment.

Addressing the signifi-
cance of the programme, Ut-
tar Pradesh Tourism and Cul-
ture Minister Jaiveer Singh
said such exposure visits
help officers appreciate the
vast cultural wealth of the

state while also familiarising
them with the tourism poten-
tial that exists across differ-
ent regions of Uttar Pradesh.

He noted that Uttar
Pradesh is home to a unique
blend of history, culture,
spirituality and architectural
excellence. According to the
minister, firsthand exposure
to these assets allows officers
to better understand their
value and importance in
shaping the state's identity
and economic prospects.

During the tour, the
trainee officers visited sev-
eral of Lucknow’s mosticon-
ic landmarks, beginning
with the historic Lucknow
Residency, a site closely as-
sociated with the events of
the Revolt of 1857. The visit
offered participants insights
into one of the most signifi-
cant chapters of India's free-
dom struggle.

The officers also ex-
plored the renowned Bara
Imambara, one of Luc-
know’s most celebrated ar-
chitectural ~ masterpieces.
Known for its grand design,
intricate construction and
historical significance, the
monument provided partici-
pants with an opportunity to
appreciate the engineering
brilliance of the Nawabi era.

Another major attraction
on the itinerary was the ma-
jestic Roomi Gate, often de-
scribed as the symbol of Luc-
know. The imposing
gateway, built during the

_ucknow’s

reign of Nawab Asaf-ud-
Daula, showcased the city's
rich architectural heritage
and reflected the grandeur of
Awadhi culture.

The tour further includ-
ed visits to the Chota Imam-
bara, the historic Picture
Gallery and the Clock Tower.
These monuments offered
trainee officers a comprehen-
sive understanding of Luc-
know’s artistic traditions,
royal history and distinctive
architectural styles that con-
tinue to attract tourists from
across the country and
abroad.

In addition to the city’s
historical monuments, the
participants also visited the
Kukrail Picnic Spot. The
visit provided them with a
different perspective of Luc-
know, highlighting the city's
natural and recreational at-
tractions alongside its heri-
tage landmarks.

Officials said the inclu-
sion of Kukrail in the itiner-
ary was aimed at showcasing
the importance of ecological
conservation and sustainable
tourism, while also allowing
participants to experience
one of the city’s popular
green spaces.The familiari-
sation programme received a
positive response from the
trainee officers, many of
whom expressed keen inter-
est in learning about Luc-
know’s historical evolution,
cultural traditions and heri-
tage conservation efforts.

Integrated residential schools are

‘temples of vision’: Bhatti Vikramarka

Khammam: Telangana
Deputy Chief Minister Mal-
lu Bhatti Vikramarka on
Sunday described the Inte-
grated Residential Schools
being constructed across the
state as “temples of vision”
that would shape a brighter
future for coming genera-
tions.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister, who inspected the con-
struction works of the Inte-
grated Residential School at

Lakshmipuram in Bonakal
Mandal under Madhira As-
sembly Constituency in
Khammam district, said the
Indiramma People’s Gov-
ernment was according top
priority to education.
During the visit, Bhatti
Vikramarka reviewed the
progress of various construc-
tion works, including the Ju-
nior Hostel, Junior and Se-
nior academic  blocks,
Administrative Block, and

laboratory buildings meant
for Mechanical, Science,
Mathematics, and Computer
studies.

He directed officials and
contractors to ensure high-
quality construction without
compromising on standards
and instructed them to expe-
dite the works and complete
the project within the stipu-
lated timeframe.

Stating that every rupee
spent on education was an

Kolkata:  Trinamool Congress

Mitra said he was on his way to meet

Kamarhati TMC MLA Madan Mitra claims
attack on convoy amid midnight protest

serious harm and credited local women

investment in future genera-
tions, the Deputy Chief Min-
ister said the government
was committed to providing
world-class educational in-

MLA from Kamarhati, Madan Mitra,
has alleged that his vehicle was attacked
and vandalised by protesters when he
visited an area in Kamarhati, in the

by a large crowd.

the councillor when he was confronted

Speaking in a Facebook Live video
after the incident, the MLA claimed that

residents for helping him take shelter
inside a house, where he remained hid-
den for nearly an hour while the situa-
tion remained tense.

frastructure to students.

He also offered several

North 24 Parganas district of West Ben-
gal, following reports of unrest.
According to Mitra, the incident

around 100 to 150 people armed with
sticks surrounded his vehicle and ag-
gressively advanced towards him.

Videos of the incident circulated on
social media showing scenes of vandal-
ism and people throwing eggs at the ve-

suggestions to officials re-
garding the quality and time-
ly completion of laboratory
facilities and instructed con-
tractors to make the campus
ready for students at the ear-
liest.

took place late Saturday night in Ward
No. 14 of the Kamarhati Municipality,
where protests had been underway out-
side the residence of local councillor
Arindam Biswas over alleged cut-mon-

ey issues.

He alleged that protesters raised slo-
gans against him, hurled eggs at his ve-
hicle and vandalised it. Mitra also
claimed that his driver was assaulted
during the incident.

The MLA said he narrowly escaped

hicle.However, the authenticity of the
videos was not independently. Mitra al-
leged that the attack was carried out by
BJP-backed miscreants. He claimed

that the attackers raised “Jai Shri Ram”

slogans and threatened to kill him.

Union Minister Kishan Reddy slams
Revanth Reddy over 'Hitler' remarks

Hyderabad: Union
Coal and Mines Minister G.
Kishan Reddy on Sunday
launched a sharp attack on A.
Revanth Reddy over his re-
ported remarks concerning
HYDRAA and the ongoing
demolition drives in Hyder-
abad, accusing the Telanga-
na Chief Minister of endors-
ing authoritarian methods
and displaying an anti-dem-
ocratic mindset.In a post on
social media platform X,
Kishan Reddy alleged that
the Congress party had his-
torically demonstrated what
he described as an “Emer-
gency mindset” and claimed
that its leaders continued to
exhibit intolerance toward

dissent and criticism. He ar-
gued that the party's political
approach reflected a tenden-
cy to suppress public opinion
rather than engage with dem-
ocratic discourse.The Union
minister said that from the
period of the Emergency to
the present day, the Congress
had repeatedly sought to si-
lence voices that disagreed
with it. According to him,
recent comments attributed
to the Telangana Chief Min-
ister reflected the same po-
litical culture and raised seri-
ous concerns about the
government's attitude  to-
wards citizens.Kishan Red-
dy alleged that Revanth
Reddy had openly claimed

inspiration from authoritari-
an figures while discussing
the establishment and func-
tioning of HYDRAA, the
Hyderabad Disaster Re-
sponse and Assets Protection
Agency. He contended that
such remarks were inappro-
priate for a leader holding a
constitutional position.The
BJP leader further criticised
comparisons reportedly
made between demolition
drives in Hyderabad and
scenes witnessed in conflict-
hit regions. He said refer-
ences to countries such as
Iran and Israel while describ-
ing civic enforcement ac-
tions in Hyderabad were dis-
turbing and unnecessary.

Kavitha alleges ‘match-fixing politics’ in Patancheru,

vows fight against pollution and corruption
’

Hyderabad: Telangana
Rakshana Sena (TRS) Presi-
dent K Kavitha on Sunday
alleged that “match-fixing
politics” was prevailing in
Patancheru and vowed to
fight for a Telangana free
from corruption, collusion,
and pollution.

During her visit to Pa-
tancheru constituency head-
quarters, Kavitha garlanded
the statue of Dr B R Ambed-
kar and later hoisted the TRS
flag. She also visited the Pa-
tancheru Police Station and
interacted with local resi-
dents and party workers.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Kavitha said Patanche-

ru, once known as Asia’s
largest industrial corridor,
had become synonymous
with severe pollution due to
the negligence of successive
governments over the last
three decades.

“The government is in-
different even though the en-
tire region is severely affect-
ed by pollution. Pollution
has entered the soil up to a
depth of one kilometre, mak-
ing it difficult to construct
buildings, drill borewells, or
cultivate crops,” she alleged.

She said the Manjira
River had also been polluted
due to industrial waste flow-
ing through Nakka Vagu.

While there was discussion
about relocating industries,
no attention was being paid
to the livelihoods of thou-

sands of workers dependent
on them, she added.

Kavitha alleged that
both ruling and opposition

leaders had colluded on sev-
eral issues in the constituen-
cy.

“It is not even clear
which party the local MLA
belongs to. Leaders are be-
coming financially stronger
while the people continue to
suffer,” she said.

Referring to a recent in-
cident involving the demoli-
tion of a school using a bull-
dozer, Kavitha questioned
whether such an act could
have taken place without po-
litical support and adminis-
trative failure. She claimed
the district administration
responded only after public
protests intensified.

Modern technology, strong prosecution and better
coordination will take railway security to new heights: CM Yogi

Lucknow: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed offi-
cials to modernise and
strengthen the railway secu-
rity system across the state,
emphasising that it should be
technology-driven, efficient
and result-oriented. Chair-
ing a high-level review
meeting of the Government
Railway Police (GRP) on
Saturday night, the Chief
Minister said Uttar Pradesh
handles the largest railway
traffic network in the country
and therefore requires an ad-
vanced security framework
capable of ensuring passen-
ger safety at all times.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of rail transport in the
state, Adityanath noted that
lakhs of passengers travel
daily through Uttar Pradesh's
vast railway network. He
said passenger safety, pro-
tection of women, preven-
tion of crime and immediate
police assistance should re-
main the top priorities of all
agencies associated with
railway security and man-
agement.

The Chief Minister reit-
erated the state government's
policy of zero tolerance to-
wards crime and anti-social
activities. He stated that rail-
way stations, trains and rail-
way premises must remain
free from criminal elements
and disruptive activities, di-
recting officials to enforce
the law firmly and ensure
swift action against offend-
ers.

Stressing the role of
technology in modern polic-
ing, Adityanath instructed
authorities to maximise the
use of advanced technologi-
cal tools to strengthen sur-
veillance and security ar-
rangements. He said modern
equipment, digital monitor-
ing systems and smart polic-
ing methods should be inte-
grated into daily operations
to improve effectiveness and
response time.

During the meeting, the
Director General (Railway)
briefed the Chief Minister on
the organisational structure
of the GRP. Officials in-
formed him that the force,
established in 1867, current-

ly operates through six rail-
way sections, 65 police sta-
tions and 89 temporary
outposts across Uttar
Pradesh. The GRP is respon-
sible for safeguarding more
than 3,031 trains, around
1,550 railway stations and
over 30 lakh passengers ev-
ery day.

Reviewing railway track
and train security measures,
Adityanath directed officials
to further enhance coordina-
tion among the Railway Ad-
ministration, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and
local police wunits. He
stressed that seamless com-
munication and joint opera-
tions among these agencies
would significantly improve
security preparedness and
crime prevention efforts.

Officials informed the
Chief Minister that several
modern security measures
are already being imple-
mented for track protection
and train safety. These in-
clude joint patrolling exer-
cises, drone-based monitor-
ing, CCTV surveillance,
digital verification systems,

inspection of suspicious in-
dividuals through a dedicat-
ed Inspection App, strength-
ening informer networks and
close monitoring of scrap
markets and other sensitive

locations.

Expressing concern over
incidents of stone-pelting on
trains and railway premises,
Adityanath directed the GRP
to launch a special campaign
aimed at completely elimi-
nating such occurrences. He
said even isolated incidents
can endanger passengers and
damage public property,
making preventive action

and community engagement
essential.

The meeting was in-
formed that awareness cam-
paigns conducted by the
GRP have yielded encourag-

ing results in curbing stone-
pelting incidents. Officials
highlighted initiatives such
as security chaupals, coun-
selling programmes for par-
ents and youth, the Rail Mi-
tra  Network,  prompt
prosecution of offenders and
continuous monitoring
mechanisms, all of which
have contributed to a signifi-
cant decline in such inci-

dents across several railway
divisions.The Chief Minis-
ter also reviewed crowd
management arrangements
at railway stations, especial-
ly during festivals, large
gatherings, recruitment ex-
aminations and other special
occasions. He instructed of-
ficials to ensure that passen-
gers do not face inconve-
nience due to overcrowding
and directed them to main-
tain orderly movement with-
in station premises.

To achieve effective
crowd control, Adityanath
suggested the adoption of
measures such as regulated
entry and exit points, sys-
tematic queue management,
regular public announce-
ments, round-the-clock
CCTV  monitoring and
stronger coordination with
railway authorities. He said
proactive planning is neces-
sary to prevent congestion
and ensure smooth passen-
ger movement.

Women's safety was an-
other major focus of the re-
view meeting. Calling it one
of the highest priorities of

the state government, the
Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to create a secure envi-
ronment for women across
the railway network. He em-
phasised the need for vigi-
lant patrolling, rapid re-
sponse mechanisms and
increased sensitivity while
handling complaints involv-
ing women passengers.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed efforts to combat
human trafficking and trace
missing children. He direct-
ed officials to intensify on-
going rescue and rehabilita-
tion campaigns. According
to officials, under Operation
Muskaan, the GRP recov-
ered 860 children between
January 1 and May 26, 2026.
Various awareness and re-
covery drives have also
helped reunite 2,325 missing
persons with their families
during the period under re-
view.During the meeting, of-
ficials informed the Chief
Minister that the Hardoi
GRP Police Station has be-
come the first ISO 9001-cer-
tified GRP police station in
North India. The achieve-

ment was highlighted as a
significant milestone in im-
proving service quality, ad-
ministrative efficiency and
public confidence in railway
policing.Reviewing the
prosecution system, Aditya-
nath stressed the importance
of ensuring speedy and ef-
fective punishment for crim-
inals. He directed the state
government to provide nec-
essary support for the de-
ployment of additional man-
power and procurement of
modern equipment required
for the expansion and mod-
ernisation of the GRP. He
also instructed officials to
engage with the Ministry of
Railways and the Railway
Board to address future re-
quirements. Looking ahead
to the proposed Haridwar
Ardh Kumbh in 2027, the
Chief Minister directed au-
thorities to begin prepara-
tions immediately by formu-
lating a comprehensive
security and crowd manage-
ment plan and ensuring time-
ly coordination among all
concerned  districts and
agencies.




Avyan Age
Delhi, Monday, @8 June 2026

B 5i5: Delhi Govt all set o Induct 2800 new E. buses,

3 arrested after en-
counter in Delhi

New Delhi: The Delhi Po-
lice arrested three alleged
criminals, including the
prime accused in a recent
Saket extortion and firing
case, after a brief ex-
change of fire in south
Delhi in the early hours of
Saturday, officials said.
The accused — Rakesh,
alias Raka (31); Sonu,
alias Addu (25); and
Bharat Jatav (23) — were
apprehended by a joint
team of the Special Staff
and Anti-Auto  Theft
Squad (AATS) of South
district during an opera-
tion near Machhi Market
Road.According to the
police, the action followed
an investigation into an
extortion case registered
at Saket police station af-
teraresident of Lado Sarai
reported receiving threat-
ening calls allegedly from
Rakesh. On June 1, two
motorcycle-borne assail-
ants allegedly fired multi-
ple rounds outside the
complainant’s residence
to enforce the demand.
The police said technical
surveillance, CCTV foot-
age analysis and local in-
telligence pointed to the
involvement of Rakesh
and Sonu, who had been
absconding since the inci-
dent.Acting on specific
information that the trio
would be passing through
Birla Vidya Niketan Marg
with illegal firearms, the
police laid a trap in the in-
tervening night of June 5
and 6. Around 12.20 am,
the suspects were spotted
riding a motorcycle with-
out a registration number.
When signalled to stop,
the accused allegedly tried
to flee and opened fire on
the police team. During
the exchange, a bullet al-
legedly fired by Rakesh
struck the bulletproof
jacket of Head Constable
Sandeep Dhayal, averting
a potentially fatal injury.
The police said they re-
turned fire in self-defence,
injuring Rakesh and Sonu
in the legs before over-
powering them.

Post Hauz Rani fire, crack-
down on illegal construc-
tions intensified

New Delhi:Days after a
devastating fire at Flour-
ish Stay bed and breakfast
(B&B) facility in Hauz
Rani claimed 21 lives, the
Delhi Government on Sat-
urday said civic and en-
forcement agencies had
intensified a citywide
crackdown on unauthor-
ised constructions, build-
ing bylaw violations and
unsafe commercial estab-
lishments, with the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) demolish-
ing 94 properties and seal-
ing 114 others since June
1. Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said the govern-
ment was pursuing a “ze-
ro-tolerance” policy
against illegal construc-
tions, encroachments and
fire-safety violations, add-
ing that a permanent
mechanism was being de-
veloped to prevent unsafe
structures from operating
in the Capital.

Three Bhau gang sharp-
shooters in Delhi Police net

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police arrested three al-
leged sharpshooters, in-
cluding a juvenile, linked
to the Himanshu Bhau
gang in the Bawana area,
officials said on Saturday.
The police also recovered
two sophisticated illegal
pistols and 27 live car-
tridges from their posses-
sion. With their arrests, the
police claimed to have
averted a targeted attack
on a resident of Pooth
Khurd village, who was
allegedly being monitored
by the accused at the be-
hest of gang associates.
According to the police, a
patrolling team noticed
three men riding a motor-
cycle suspiciously near
Bengali Market in Pooth
Khurd on Friday evening.
When the riders allegedly
attempted to flee after
spotting the police, the
team chased and inter-
cepted them. The accused
were identified as Ajay
(22), a resident of Jhajjar
in Haryana.

enhancing cleaner public transport: Min

New Delhi: The Delhi
government is set to take a
major step towards strength-
ening the national capital's
public transport network
through the planned engage-
ment of 2,800 air-condi-
tioned low-floor Electric
buses under the Centre's PM
E-DRIVE scheme.

According to  Delhi
Transport Minister Dr Pan-
kaj Kumar Singh, the pro-
posed fleet comprises 1,400
nine-metre  and 1,400
twelve-metre electric buses.

The initiative is expect-
ed to improve accessibility
of public transport across
Delhi, by enhancing last-
mile connectivity, particu-
larly in the peripheral areas
of'the city.

The Transport Depart-
ment has observed encour-
aging operational perfor-
mance of nine-metre electric
buses that are deployed in the
city, particularly in meeting
local and feeder transport re-
quirements, enhancing last-
mile connectivity.Building
upon this experience, the

proposed induction seeks to
create a balanced fleet capa-
ble of serving both high-den-
sity corridors and neighbor-
hood connectivity needs.
The initiative is part of

the state government's
broader vision to expand the
city's public transport fleet
and increase the share of ze-
ro-emission mobility solu-
tions.

The government aims to
expand Delhi's overall pub-
lic transport bus fleet to near-
ly 14,000 buses by 2028-29,
enhancing service coverage
and greater accessibility for
commuters across the Na-

tional Capital Territory.

At present, Delhi has
nearly 4,300 electric buses in
operation, which makes it
one of'the largest electric bus
fleets in the country.

By the end of this year,

the government aims to in-
crease this number to around
7500 E-buses, reinforcing its
commitment to cleaner pub-
lic transport and sustainable
urban mobility.

According to the Trans-
port Minister, in the upcom-
ing expansion phase, the
government is also pursuing
the induction of 3,330 addi-
tional electric buses under

PM E-DRIVE Phase-II, that
included 500 seven-metre
electric buses, aimed to-
wards strengthening feeder
services and last-mile con-
nectivity, especially improv-
ing access for the population
living across the rural belt
and the areas that have faced
accessibility problems re-
garding essential services,
resources, and facilities.

The minister noted that
the government led by CM
Rekha Gupta has been con-
sistently pursuing measures
aimed at modernising public
transport infrastructure im-
proving commuter experi-
ence.

The initiatives also in-
clude the creation of the nec-
essary charging and power
infrastructure at bus depots
to support large-scale elec-
trification of the fleet.

The initiative is also ex-
pected to contribute in re-
ducing vehicular emissions,
improving air quality, by
providing a cleaner, safer
and reliable public transport
system.

Delhi CM lauds country’s hardworking & creative
youth, urges them to contribute in nation building

New Delhi :Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on
Saturday underscored the
importance of India’s youth,
stating that the country’s
greatest strength lies in its
young population, which she
described as hardworking,
visionary, creative and cou-
rageous. She made the re-
marks while addressing a
large gathering at a youth-
focused national convention
in the capital.

The Chief Minister was
speaking at the Youth for
Viksit Bharat - MY Bharat
Youth Convention held at
Thyagaraj Stadium, where
thousands of young partici-
pants from across the coun-
try had assembled to engage
in discussions on nation-
building and development.

Highlighting the
achievements of India’s
youth, Gupta said young
people have consistently set
new benchmarks across mul-
tiple fields including sports,
entrepreneurship, art, tech-
nology, content creation, ed-
ucation and administration.
She said their contributions
are shaping India’s present

and future in significant
ways.

She added that behind
every success story lies re-
lentless hard work, disci-
pline and dedication, and it is
this spirit that is driving India
towards becoming a devel-
oped nation. According to
her, the determination of
young Indians is a key factor
in accelerating national
progress.Calling upon the
youth to take active responsi-
bility in shaping the nation’s
future, the Chief Minister
said that even a small step
taken by each young citizen
can collectively move the en-
tire nation forward. She em-
phasised the power of collec-
tive effort in a country with a
population of over 1.4 billion
people.Gupta further stated
that young people will play
the most crucial role in
achieving Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047, urging
them to dedicate their ener-
gy, talent and innovative
spirit towards nation-build-
ing efforts.She remarked that
while not everyone may get
the opportunity to die for the

country, everyone has the
opportunity to live for it by
contributing meaningfully to
its growth and progress
through their daily work and
achievements.

Praising the scale and di-
versity of the gathering, she
said the convention brought
together young entrepre-
neurs, athletes, artists, public
representatives, content cre-
ators and successful candi-
dates from highly competi-
tive examinations such as the
UPSC, making it a powerful
representation of India’s tal-
ent pool.According to Gup-
ta, such platforms highlight
the vast potential of Indian
youth and serve as an inspi-
ration for others to contribute
actively to national develop-
ment and social transforma-
tion.She also congratulated
Union Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya for organising
the initiative, stating that the
MY Bharat Youth Conven-
tion has become an impor-
tant platform not only to hon-
our young achievers but also
to motivate them toward
greater involvement in na-
tion-building activities.

SUV fatally hits pedestrian in
west Delhi, drunk driver arrested

New Delhi: A 55-year-
old unidentified pedestrian
lost his life after being struck
by an SUV near the busy Ra-
jouri Garden Chowk in the
early hours of Sunday, police
said.According to officials,
the accident occurred around
3.50 am when the SUV alleg-
edly hit the man while he was
walking near the intersec-
tion. The impact of the colli-
sion proved fatal, and the pe-
destrian was rushed to
Acharya Bhikshu Govern-
ment Hospital, where doc-
tors declared him brought
dead on arrival.Police stated
that the driver of the SUV,
identified as Harshit Raj
Dogra, is a 27-year-old resi-
dent of Ramesh Nagar. Pre-
liminary findings suggest

that he was allegedly under
the influence of alcohol at the
time of the incident.

Officials said both the
driver and the injured pedes-
trian were taken to the hospi-
tal following the accident.
While the victim could not be
saved, the driver was also
medically examined as part
of standard procedure.The
deceased has not yet been
identified, and police teams
are working to establish his
identity. Efforts are under-
way to trace any missing per-
son reports that may match
the victim’s description.In-
vestigators said that initial
probe indicates the SUV was
being driven by Dogra when
the collision took place near
the intersection.

Delhi Crime Branch files 3,000-page
chargesheet against extortion syndicate

New Delhi: The Anti
Robbery & Snatching Cell
(ARSC) of the Delhi Police
Crime Branch has filed a
comprehensive chargesheet
exceeding 3,000 pages
against an alleged organised
extortion syndicate headed
by Rajkumar alias Raju
Meena under the Maharash-
tra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA).

The chargesheet has
been filed before the desig-
nated MCOCA court at Sa-
ket against Rajkumar alias
RajuMeena, Mukesh Kumar
alias Pakodi and Sanjay
Gupta.

Deputy Commissioner

of Police (Crime Branch)
Sanjeev Kumar Yadav said
the investigation uncovered
a well-organised criminal
network allegedly involved
in extortion, intimidation,
blackmail, illegal collections
and concealment of crime
proceeds.

He said the syndicate
operated through a system-
atic pattern of targeting po-
lice personnel and other pub-
lic servants to generate
unlawful financial gains.

According to investiga-
tors, Rajkumar alias Raju
Meena and his associates al-
legedly targeted on-duty
traffic police personnel by

inducing them to accept
small amounts to avoid chal-
lans. The accused would
then secretly record videos,
allegedly manipulate the
footage and use it to threaten
victims with departmental
action, vigilance inquiries
and false complaints in order
to extort money.

Crime Branch officials
said the investigation re-
vealed that the alleged crimi-
nal activities were not isolat-
ed incidents but part of a
continuing organised crimi-
nal enterprise. The probe
also exposed an alleged ille-
gal "sticker/marka" network
through which commercial

vehicle operators were re-
portedly made to pay regular
amounts in exchange for
protection from enforcement
action.

In a significant develop-
ment, Crime Branch has also
arrested Surekha Rani, wife
of'the alleged kingpin Rajku-
mar alias Raju Meena.

Investigators claim that
she was in possession of as-
sets allegedly acquired from
the proceeds of organised
crime and acted as a benefi-
ciary and repository of such
assets.

Surekha Rani, a practis-
ing advocate at Karkar-
dooma Courts, was arrested

under provisions of MCO-
CA after investigators found
evidence suggesting that
several properties and assets
had been acquired in her
name.

The financial investiga-
tion conducted by Crime
Branch uncovered movable
and immovable assets worth
more than X10 crore, includ-
ing residential and commer-
cial properties, bank depos-
its, vehicles and other assets
allegedly linked to proceeds
of crime. Investigators found
a significant mismatch be-
tween the lawful income de-
clared by the accused and the
assets under their control.

Two nabbed for k|II|ng youthi in Shalimar Bagh

New Delhi: Delhi

tion.

Based on the complaint and initial
inputs, police registered a case under

Police has
claimed to have solved a murder case .
in the Shalimar Bagh area within 24 Sy
hours, arresting two accused persons -
in connection with a fatal stabbing in-
cident, an official said on Saturday.
According to police, the incident
came to light during the intervening
night of June 4 and 5, when informa-
tion was received that a young man
had been admitted to Fortis Hospital
with serious stab injuries following a
violent altercation near BC Block in
Shalimar Bagh. Despite medical ef-
forts, the victim succumbed to his inju-
ries, prompting a murder investiga-
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by the suspects.
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relevant provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and launched a
swift probe into the matter. Officers
examined local inputs, technical evi-
dence and possible escape routes used

Within a short span of time, inves-
tigators identified and traced two sus-
pects allegedly involved in the inci-
dent. The accused have been identified

s w
xSV aread

as Saurabh alias Tola and Sachin alias
Chiddi.

Police said both accused were ap-
prehended while they were allegedly
attempting to flee the area after the in-
cident, indicating a possible attempt to
evade arrest immediately after the
, crime.During interrogation, the ac-

cused reportedly disclosed key details

about the attack. Based on their disclo-
sure, police recovered the knife alleg-
edly used in the crime, along with the
clothes worn at the time of the inci-
dent, which are now part of the evi-

dence collected for forensic examina-

tion.Officials further stated that both
accused have previous criminal re-
cords, suggesting a history of involve-
ment in unlawful activities.

Jantar Mantar protest a trailer, Pradhan
must resign in 7 days: CJP founder Dipke

New Delhi: Founder of
the online movement Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP), Ab-
hijeet Dipke, on Sunday
thanked the "thousands" of
people who participated in
the group's protest at Jantar
Mantar and warned that the
agitation would continue if
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan was
not removed from office or

did not resign within seven
days. In a post on X, Dipke
described Saturday's demon-
stration as a "historic" show
of strength and said it reflect-
ed growing anger among stu-
dents and young people over
issues related to the educa-
tion system.

"Yesterday, thousands of
us made history. Our peace-
ful protest at Jantar Mantar

showed the government a
trailer of what cockroaches
are capable of when we
unite," he wrote. Claiming
that most people who joined
the demonstration had never
participated in a protest be-
fore, he added, "They felt
emboldened by our collec-
tive presence to express their
sheer anger and frustration at
the education system," he

said, while thanking sup-
porters, including students
and children, who attended
the event despite the summer
heat.

"Change cannot happen
if we don't make our voices
heard," he stated.

Asserting  that "this
doesn't end here", Dipke ac-
cused Pradhan of wronging
an entire generation.

Delhi govt continues crackdown on
illegal constructlons safety violations

New Delhi: Acting on
the directions of Chief Min-
ister (CM) Rekha Gupta,
the Delhi government on
Sunday intensified its drive
against 1illegal construc-
tions, encroachments and
violations of building safety
norms across the capital.

Enforcement agencies
carried out action in the
Khanpur and Sainik Farm
areas of South Delhi against
structures found violating
approved building plans
and prescribed regulations.

The government said
the campaign is aimed at en-
suring public safety and
preventing accidents linked
to unauthorised and unsafe
constructions.

Officials inspected sev-
eral sites during the drive
and initiated action where
violations were detected.
Gupta reiterated the gov-
ernment’s  zero-tolerance
approach towards unsafe
construction practices.

“The Delhi government
is working with the safety of
citizens as its highest prior-
ity,” she said, adding that
strict action would continue
wherever violations of

building by-laws, fire safety
norms or approved con-

struction standards are
found.

She further stated, “The
Delhi government’s policy
is absolutely clear. Viola-
tions of the ground plus five
limit.

And prescribed con-
struction norms will not be
accepted under any circum-
stances in the capital. If any
individual, builder, or insti-
tution undertakes construc-
tion in violation of the rules,
strict action will be taken in
accordance with the law. No
one will be allowed to put
people’s lives at risk.”

The CM also said the
government is exploring
long-term reforms, includ-

ing the possibility of intro-
ducing a third-party insur-
ance mechanism for public
use buildings, guest houses,
nursing homes and other in-

stitutions to  strengthen
compliance with safety
standards.

Malviya Nagar MLA
and Delhi Jal Board Vice
Chairman Satish Upadhyay
said.

“Safeguarding Delhi’s
future remains a priority for
the government, and any
compromise with people’s
lives will no longer be toler-
ated at any cost.”

The government has in-
dicated that the enforce-
ment drive will continue
across Delhi in the coming
weeks.

Govt mulling third-party insurance system for buildings;
124 properties examined, action taken against violations: CM

New Delhi:

Chief Minister Rekha

She said her government is develop-

able, the matter was referred to the MCD

croachment on DDA land, unauthorized

Gupta said on Saturday that her govern-
ment is seriously mulling a third-party
insurance system for buildings, even as
different government wings conducted
large-scale enforcement drives across the
capital, with 124 properties examined and
action taken against violations.

The concerted action comes in the
wake of the June 3 Malviya Nagar guest
house fire tragedy in which 21 people, in-
cluding 13 foreign nationals, perished
and several were injured.

The large-scale campaign against il-
legal constructions involves demolition
of illegal properties, sealing operations,
and the issuance of show-cause notices.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said the
Delhi government is operating under a
'zero-tolerance' policy regarding unau-
thorized construction, encroachment, vi-
olations of fire safety norms, and any ac-
tivities that pose a threat to the lives and
property of citizens.

ing a permanent system through which
such dangerous and illegal constructions
can be effectively curbed in the future.
She said the government is seriously
working on the possibility of developing
a third-party insurance system for build-
ings.

Gupta said the government’s Reve-
nue Department, Municipal Corporation
of Delhi, Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), and other concerned agencies are
conducting large-scale enforcement
drives across the capital. The Revenue
Department examined 124 properties and
took action where violations were found.

According to the department, notices
were issued to violators after inspections
at 10 sites in North District. Notices were
also issued following inspections at 10
sites in East District, 21 in West District,
13 in South-West District, and 10 in Cen-
tral District (North).

During inspections of 30 sites in

South District, 11 premises were sealed
and show-cause notices were issued in 19
cases. In the North-West District, three
unauthorized buildings were demolished
for violating building by-laws. Sealing
notices were issued in New Delhi Dis-
trict, while closure notices were issued in
Central District.

In Old Delhi District, a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) from the Fire Depart-
ment was found to be available, but since
the building approval plan was not avail-

for necessary action.

Similarly, over the past six days, the
MCD carried out demolition action on 94
properties and sealed 114 properties, in
the wake of the May 30 Saket building
collapse in whcih six people died.

Additionally, the DDA has been di-
rected to strengthen its enforcement
mechanism against encroachment and il-
legal constructions. The government’s
aim is to ensure that no construction,
commercial activity, or public utility ar-
rangement operates in Delhi that poses a
threat to people’s life and property.

A high-level meeting was held under
the chairmanship of the DDA Vice Chair-
man where a detailed discussion took
place on strengthening the enforcement
mechanism for preventing and removing
encroachments and unauthorized con-
structions in areas under DDA’s jurisdic-
tion.

During the meeting, the status of en-

constructions in development areas, and
the current enforcement system were re-
viewed.

The Building Department has been
directed to conduct a special drive to iden-
tify buildings where large-scale viola-
tions have been found. It has also been
decided that if serious violations of the
approved building plan are found then
strict action will be taken immediately,
including removal of the concerned ar-
chitect from the panel, and blacklisting
them.

The meeting also held discussions on
encroachments and unauthorized con-
structions on DDA land within land pool-
ing areas and development areas notified
under the Delhi Development Act, 1957.
In this regard, DDA's Flying Squad and
Quick Response Teams (QRTs) have
been asked to intensify the identification
and removal of such cases under the exist-
ing enforcement framework.
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The Perilous Labyrinth
of the Gulf Conflict

The geopolitics surrounding the Gulf conflict has
reached a critical and deeply concerning juncture; US
President Donald Trump’s constantly shifting statements
and political flip-flops have created global confusion re-
garding when or how this war might end. A shocking de-
velopment has recently come to light, revealing that
President Trump has launched a scathing attack on his
close ally, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
During a private phone conversation, Trump disparag-
ingly labeled Netanyahu as "crazy and unhinged," fierce-
ly criticizing his warmongering policies specifically cit-
ing Israel's escalating military operations and the
resulting widespread destruction in Lebanon. Iran has
taken a firm stance, asserting that Netanyahu’s excessive
aggression and the attacks on Lebanon pose the greatest
obstacle to global peace proposals, making any peace ne-
gotiations impossible until Israel completely halts its
military operations in the region. Ultimately, it was Ne-
tanyahu’s flawed policies that dragged the US into this
bloody conflict, resulting in immense economic and stra-
tegic losses for Washington. Realizing that this alliance is
now exacting a heavy price on the global stage, the prag-
matic Donald Trump has turned against his own friend.
Donald Trump was furious to see that Israel's obstinate
policy was jeopardizing the bilateral ceasefire and truce
across the Gulf region; he bluntly asked Netanyahu,
"Have you actually lost your mind?" This heated verbal
exchange was revealed to the global media by the inter-
national news site 'Axios,' sparking a debate on the inter-
national stage about who is truly mad and who is sane.
Trump's conversation illustrates how, when civilized rea-
son vanishes from politics, insults replace reasoned dis-
course. The personal and political recklessness of these
two leaders has pushed the world to the brink of a third
world war, causing severe disruptions to international
supply chains, acute fuel shortages, and skyrocketing in-
flation consequences the entire globe is forced to endure.
Meanwhile, Iran is adopting an aggressive, uncompro-
mising stance, declaring that it will not surrender under
any circumstances and is fully prepared for direct war
with the United States. Exasperated by this entire crisis,
Trump sharply rebuked Netanyahu, implying in no un-
certain terms that were it not for his backing as President,
Netanyahu would currently be rotting in prison on vari-
ous corruption charges.

However, even after such strong warnings from the
international community and the United States, Netan-
yahu remains unyielding, emphatically stating that the
military operation against Hezbollah in Lebanon will
continue regardless of the circumstances. This clearly
indicates a significant rift in the relationship between
these two traditional allies. This war of words carries
three major global implications: first, the strategic differ-
ences between Trump and Netanyahu have intensified
sharply. Second, Netanyahu’s brutal actions in Lebanon
have placed the Trump administration in a legal and mor-
al bind on the global stage, causing Trump significant
personal distress. Third, Trump is signaling that Israel
should heed American pressure and take at least one step
back adopting a stance of de-escalation. If Netanyahu
wishes to avoid a crushing defeat in Israel's upcoming
general elections, it would be wise for him to stop postur-
ing as if he has already won the war and instead agree to
an immediate ceasefire. Failure to defuse this tension in
time poses a serious risk that this entire political gamble
could backfire on him. From the perspective of interna-
tional foreign policy, this widening political chasm and
lack of trust between the US and Israel play right into
Iran's hands, allowing Tehran to reap direct strategic ben-
efits. Iran has posed a highly valid and legitimate ques-
tion to Trump: how can Netanyahu order successive air-
strikes on Lebanon while delicate ceasefire negotiations
are simultaneously underway on the international stage?
Iran has held direct US covert military support responsi-
ble for this aggressive act by Israel, arguing internation-
ally that the move constitutes a blatant violation of the
official ceasefire. Exasperated by this, Trump has effec-
tively cornered Netanyahu within the constraints of inter-
national law.

Significantly, Israel persisted with fierce attacks on
Lebanon even after the US President’s stern warning, re-
sulting in the tragic deaths of eight innocent Lebanese
civilians.

It is entirely natural for Iran to become increasingly
agitated and aggressive as aresult. [f Donald Trump were
to truly withdraw his backing from Benjamin Netanyahu,
the latter would find himselfin a dire predicament within
his own country. On one hand, his domestic political ad-
versaries would rise up against him, while on the other,
the corruption inquiry pending against him in the Knesset
(parliament) would likely accelerate, potentially leading
to his imprisonment. If the Israeli elections postponed
due to the war-like situation were to take place amidst this
political turmoil, Netanyahu’s party would suffer a crush-
ing blow from voters, and his political standing would be
shattered.

Therefore, his true personal and national interest lies
in setting aside his ego and aligning with Trump.

With great diplomatic acumen, Iran has cast a wide
net proposing a 'limited agreement' before US foreign
policy; it will be intriguing to see whether Trump, the
'businessman,’ takes the bait. The demands Iran has
placed before the US are highly significant and strategic.
Iran’s primary condition is the immediate cessation of
military conflicts and Israeli attacks across all fronts, in-
cluding Lebanon.

Furthermore, they have stipulated that the US must
immediately lift the economic and naval blockade im-
posed in the Gulf, thereby enabling Iran to officially sup-
ply crude oil to the international market. Most important-
ly, they have demanded that the billions of dollars in
Iranian revenue and funds frozen in American banks dur-
ing the period of US-imposed economic sanctions be im-
mediately released to Iran. Thus, it must be said that Iran
has, for the time being, succeeded in making the US

Record 50 GW + renewable
capacity integration in a year

The Consultative Com-
mittee meeting for the Min-
istry of Power, was held to-
day in Chandigarh. The
meeting on the subject of
‘Grid Stability’ was chaired
by Shri Manohar Lal, Union
Minister for Power.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Shri Shripad
Yesso Naik, Minister of
State for Power, Member of
Parliaments (MPs) who are
members of the Consulta-
tive Committee, Secretary,
Ministry of Power, and se-
nior representatives from
key power sector institu-
tions including the Central
Electricity Authority, Grid
Controller of India Limited
and Central Transmission
Utility of India Limited.

The Committee delib-
erated on the emerging re-
quirements of grid stability
in view of India’s growing
electricity demand, large-
scale renewable energy in-
tegration and increasing
share of inverter-based gen-
eration resources and bulk
loads. Discussions covered
secure renewable integra-
tion, transmission strength-
ening, energy storage, dy-
namic  reactive  power
support, grid flexibility,
compliance with technical
standards, forecasting,
power quality and resil-

ience of the grid.

It was noted that grid
stability is central to energy
security and that India’s

clean energy transition
must be supported by a reli-
able, flexible and resilient
power grid.

Members appreciated
the initiatives already being
taken, including resource
adequacy planning, ancil-
lary services, energy stor-
age promotion, deployment

of STATCOMs and syn-
chronous condensers,
PMU-based  monitoring,

black-start mock drills, and

strengthening of technical
standards. Committee ap-
preciated the record renew-
able capacity integration of
renewable capacity of more
than 50 GW in a year.

The following actions
for ensuring grid stability in
the Indian grid with large
penetration of inverter-

based generation resources
and bulk loads were appre-
ciated: Avoiding mismatch
between commissioning of

transmission lines and RE
generation projects to avoid
curtailment.Promoting
pumped storage projects for
long-duration storage to en-
sure resource adequacy and
provide inertial support.
Encouraging suitable
bulk consumers closer to
large renewable generation

complexes to optimize

transmission investments.
Planning and deploy-

ment of equipment such as

STATCOMSs and synchro-
nous condensers for voltage

stability and system
strength support.
Establishing  suitable

regulatory and commercial
mechanisms to harness
flexibility services from re-
newable energy sources and
storage systems.

Periodic and timely re-
view of technical standards
for new technologies such
as battery energy storage
systems, grid-forming in-
verters, electrolyzers and
data centre loads.

Strengthening compli-
ance monitoring through
periodic  self-audit and
compliance reporting by
grid-connected entities.

Improving renewable
energy forecasting through
better weather data, calibra-
tion and maintenance of
weather stations, and instal-
lation of automatic weather
stations in renewable ener-
gy plants.

Enhancing grid resil-
ience through strengthen-
ing of transmission and dis-
tribution infrastructure in
weather-prone  corridors,
maintaining emergency
restoration systems and
augmenting black-start ca-
pability for faster restora-
tion.

Developing a suitable
framework for power qual-
ity and harmonics assess-
ment in view of increasing
penetration of inverter-
based resources.

The meeting concluded
with a resolve to work col-
lectively towards a clean,
reliable, flexible, secure
and resilient Indian grid.

Third Mountain Tunnel Breakthrough Achieved in
Maharashtra for Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project

A major engineering milestone
has been achieved in the Mumbai—
Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project
with the successful breakthrough
of the third mountain tunnel (MT-
07) at Ambesari village in Dahanu
Taluka of Palghar district, Maha-
rashtra.

With this achievement, three
mountain tunnel breakthroughs

high-speed rail corridor.

The newly completed MT-07
mountain tunnel is 417 metres long
and 14.4 metres wide, designed to
accommodate both up and down
tracks of the Bullet Train corridor.
The tunnel was excavated through
a controlled drilling and blasting
method from both ends, supported
by advanced engineering and safe-

structural stability, worker safety
and precision execution. Real-time
monitoring arrangements includ-
ing Surface Settlement Points
(SSP), 3D targets, strain gauges
and seismographs continuously
monitored vibrations, tunnel be-
haviour and surrounding struc-
tures. Comprehensive worker-
safety measures including
ventilation systems, fire-safety ar-
rangements, controlled access and
continuous geotechnical supervi-
sion were maintained during tun-
nelling operations.

The latest breakthrough builds
upon earlier milestones achieved
in the Maharashtra section of the
project. The first mountain tunnel
breakthrough (MT-05), spanning
1.5 km, was achieved near Saphale
in Palghar district on 2 January
2026, marking the first successful
mountain tunnel breakthrough for
the Bullet Train Project in Maha-
rashtra. This was followed by the
second breakthrough (MT-06) on 3
February 2026, involving a
454-metre-long tunnel excavated
using New Austrian Tunnelling
Method (NATM), resulting in two

harashtra, MT-05, MT-06 and MT-
07 have now achieved break-
throughs, MT-08 (350 metre)
already achieved breakthrough on
5 October2023, MT-03 has crossed
80% excavation progress, MT-04
has reached nearly 60% progress,
while MT-01 and MT-02 are pro-
gressing steadily. Of the total eight
mountain tunnels in the Mumbai—
Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project,
seven are located in Palghar district
of Maharashtra and one in Valsad
district of Gujarat, where tunnel-

cavated. The Mumbai—~Ahmed-
abad Bullet Train corridor passes
through an important industrial re-
gion between Boisar in Maharash-
tra and Vapi in Gujarat, where con-
struction work is progressing
rapidly. The route between these
two cities include three (03) moun-
tain tunnels (MT 08, MT-07 & MT-
06).

The Mumbai—Ahmedabad
Bullet Train Project continues to
drive adoption of advanced tunnel-
ling, monitoring and construction

ling work has already been com-

\dance to its tune. )

have now been completed in Ma-
harashtra within the last five
months, reflecting rapid progress
in one of the most technically chal-
lenging sections of India’s first

ty protocols.
Throughout

the excavation
process, sophisticated monitoring
systems and geotechnical instru-
ments were deployed to ensure

breakthroughs

district.

being
within about one month in Palghar

Among the seven mountain
tunnels under construction in Ma-

achieved
pleted.

All three mountain tunnels be-
tween Vapi and Boisar Bullet Train
stations have been successfully ex-

technologies,

strengthening In-

dia’s capabilities in high-speed rail

infrastructure and laying the foun-
dation for safe, modern and future-
ready rail mobility.

Roadmap for Closing Skills Gaps and

Strengthening India's Position as a Global Talent Hub

The Ministry of Skill
Development and Entre-
preneurship (MSDE), in
collaboration ~ with the
World Economic Forum
(WEF), today convened the
High-Level Roundtable of
the India Skills Accelerator
(ISA) in New Delhi under
the theme "From Insight to
Action:  Closing  Skills
Gaps for Growth." The
roundtable brought togeth-
er leaders from govern-
ment, industry, academia,
international organizations
and development partners
to deliberate on priority ac-
tions required to bridge
emerging skills gaps and
strengthen India's role as a
global talent hub.

The India Skills Accel-
erator, announced in Janu-
ary 2026 following the ap-
proval of the Union
Cabinet, is hosted by the
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
and forms part of the World
Economic Forum's Global
Accelerators Network. The
initiative seeks to foster
public-private  collabora-
tion to align skilling sys-
tems with evolving labour
market needs, develop in-

novative skills financing
models and accelerate
workforce readiness in
emerging sectors including
artificial intelligence, ad-
vanced manufacturing,
supply chains, and the
green economy.

The roundtable was co-
chaired by Shri Jayant
Chaudhary, Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and Min-
ister of State for Education,
Government of India; Dr.
Sukanta Majumdar, Minis-
ter of State for Education
and Development of North
Eastern Region, Govern-
ment of India; Ms. Shobana
Kamineni, Executive
Chairperson, Apollo
HealthCo Limited; and Mr.
Sanjiv Bajaj, Chairman and
Managing Director, Bajaj
Finserv. The Co-Chairs
were joined by Mr. Mirek
Dusek, Managing Director,
World Economic Forum.

The discussions fo-
cused on identifying the
key forces shaping India's
labour market, validating
priority interventions to ad-
dress critical skills gaps,
and building a coalition of

stakeholders committed to
advancing the India Skills
Accelerator agenda.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shri Jayant Chaud-
hary, Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for
Skill Development and En-
trepreneurship and Minis-
ter of State for Education,
Government of India, said:
"India's demographic
strength can become the
world's greatest growth en-
gine if we are able to con-
tinuously align skills with
the evolving demands of
technology, industry and
society. The India Skills
Accelerator represents a
new model of collaboration
where government, indus-
try, academia and global
institutions come together
not merely to discuss chal-
lenges, but to co-create so-
lutions. As India advances
towards  Viksit Bharat
2047, our focus must be on
building agile, future-ready
and globally competitive
talent that can power inno-
vation and growth both
within the country and
across the world."
Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Sukanta Majum-

dar, Minister of State for
Education and Develop-
ment of North Eastern Re-
gion, Government of India,
said: "The future of educa-
tion and skilling lies in
deeper integration between
learning and employability.
As technologies transform
industries at an unprece-
dented pace, it is impera-
tive that our institutions
equip learners not only
with knowledge but also
with relevant skills, adapt-
ability and a lifelong learn-
ing mindset. Through col-
laborative platforms such
as the India Skills Acceler-
ator, we can build pathways
that prepare our youth for
opportunities in emerging
sectors and contribute
meaningfully to India's
growth story."

Ms. Saadia Zahidi,
Managing Director, World
Economic Forum, said “In-
dia is in a strong position to
shape the future of the
global workforce. Realiz-
ing this opportunity re-
quires strong collaboration
between government, in-
dustry and education stake-
holders to ensure skills sys-
tems keep pace with

economic and technologi-
cal change. The India Skills
Accelerator is an important
platform to strengthen this
coordination, align work-
force development with in-
dustry demand, and help
build a more inclusive, re-
silient and future-ready
economy.”

The roundtable con-
cluded with a shared com-
mitment from stakeholders
to advance priority actions
through structured public-
private collaboration, with
a focus on workforce trans-
formation, skills financing,
emerging technologies and
inclusive growth. The out-
comes of the deliberations
will inform the implemen-
tation roadmap of the India
Skills Accelerator and sup-
port India's efforts to
strengthen its position as a
leading global talent hub.

The roundtable wit-
nessed participation from a
diverse group of leaders
representing government,
industry, academia and in-
ternational organisations.
Industry leaders included
representatives from Apol-
lo Hospitals, Bajaj Finserv,
JSW  Group, Mahindra

Group, RP-Sanjiv Goenka
Group, Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), Wipro, Re-
liance Foundation, ReNew,
IBM, Bharat Seats Ltd.,
and Reliance Industries
Limited. The discussions
were further enriched by
participation  from the
World Economic Forum,
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII), FICCI, Ob-
server Research Founda-
tion(ORF),[ITDelhi—FITT,
AICTE, UGC, CBSE, the
Ministry of Education,
Ministry of External Af-
fairs, NCVET, NSDC,
MSDE and other key stake-
holders from India's skill-
ing and workforce ecosys-
tem.

The India Skills Accel-
erator is part of the World
Economic Forum's Global
Accelerators Network and
is hosted by the Ministry of
Skill Development and En-
trepreneurship. The plat-
form aims to close skills
gaps, strengthen workforce
readiness and foster inno-
vative  multi-stakeholder
solutions to support India's
economic growth and com-
petitiveness in the future of
work.
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High Court
Steps in Over
Sunflower
Seed Purchase
Dispute

Chandigarh : The
Punjab and Haryana
High Court has sent no-
tices to the state govern-
ment, ordering them to
quickly resolve a dis-
agreement regarding the
purchase of sunflower
seeds.

The decision was tak-
en by a bench of judges
after a public interest pe-
tition was filed by a group
of'local farmers.

The farmers ex-
plained that their freshly
harvested sunflower
seeds are currently lying
unprotected out in the
open markets because lo-
cal commission agents
are refusing to buy them.
The dispute started after a
government letter stated
that the agents would re-
ceive a 1 percent com-
mission on the Minimum
Support Price for the
crop.

However, the local
agents' association reject-
ed this amount and de-
manded a 2.5 percent
commission instead. Be-
cause of this deadlock,
the farmers are suffering
heavily. Although the
farmers had complained
to local government com-
mittees, no action was
taken. The High Court
has now asked govern-
ment lawyers to get clear
instructions on how to
settle the matter peace-
fully by June 9.

The legal battle sur-
rounding the procure-
ment of sunflower seeds
in the region has reached
a critical juncture,
prompting direct inter-
vention from the judicia-
ry.

High Court
Imposes
Heavy Fine for
Delaying Legal
Cases

Chandigarh : The
Punjab and Haryana High
Court has made it clear
that lawyers and clients
cannot delay court cases
whenever they want.

The court explained
that while it gives extra
time for genuine prob-
lems, lawyers cannot ex-
pect delays just to suit
their own comfort.

The court ordered a
fine of 1.5 lakh rupees on
people who took 11
chances to present their
evidence over more than
two years but still failed
to finish.

The judge noted that
it is wrong for lawyers to
stay away from court and
keep everyone waiting.
The court gave the defen-
dants one final chance to
present their evidence by
July 2, but they must pay
the heavy fine first.

Half of the money
will go to the other party
in the case, and the other
half will go to legal ser-
vices.

The court warned that
no more extra time will
be given under any cir-
cumstances.

The Punjab and
Haryana High Court has
taken a decisive stand
against the prolonged de-
lay of'legal proceedings,
issuing a stern warning to
both legal professionals
and litigants.

The court explicitly
stated that the justice sys-
tem cannot be manipulat-
ed or slowed down at the
whim of the parties in-
volved.

While the judiciary
remains willing to grant
extensions for genuine
and unavoidable compli-
cations, it firmly asserted
that lawyers and clients
cannot treat delays as a
matter of personal conve-
nience or comfort.

This strict stance cul-
minated in the court im-
posing a substantial fi-
nancial penalty of 1.5
lakh rupees on a set of lit-
igants who had drastical-
ly stretched the timeline
of'their dispute.

Congre

ssS Protest

Over Exam Paper

Leaks Faces Police Water Cannons

Kurukshetra Hun-
dreds of Congress workers
and leaders held a major pro-
test near the home of Hary-
ana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Saturday. Led
by Youth Congress chief
Uday Bhanu Chib and Mem-
ber of Parliament Deepender
Hooda, the group marched
against recent paper leaks
and issues in national com-
petitive exams like NEET
and CBSE.

Heavy police forces
were deployed to maintain
order, and when the protest-
ers tried to climb over the
police barricades, authorities
used water cannons to push
them back. The protesters
shouted slogans against the
government and demanded
the resignation of the Union
Education Minister. Deep-
ender Hooda addressed the
crowd, stating that paper
leak mafias are ruining the
future of young people while
unemployment and crime
are rising in the state. He
claimed that local youth are
losing job opportunities to
people from outside states.
Although the police briefly
detained the Congress lead-
ers at the site, they were re-
leased later. The leaders an-
nounced that they would

hold their next protest in Pa-
nipat on June 12.

The ongoing controver-
sy surrounding national
competitive  examinations
has escalated into physical
confrontations on the streets,
drawing sharp political bat-
tlelines. A massive demon-
stration organized by hun-
dreds of Congress party
workers and high-ranking
leaders culminated in a tense
standoff near the residence
of Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini. The
demonstration, spearheaded
by prominent figures includ-
ing Youth Congress chief

Uday Bhanu Chib and Mem-
ber of Parliament Deepender
Hooda, was organized to
voice fierce  opposition
against recent exam paper
leaks and systemic irregu-
larities plaguing crucial na-
tional assessments like the
NEET and CBSE.

As the large crowd of
demonstrators marched to-
ward the high-security resi-
dential zone, they were met
by a massive deployment of
law enforcement personnel.
The local administration had
set up heavily fortified secu-
rity barricades along the
route to restrict access and

maintain public order. The

situation turned chaotic
when a segment of the pro-
testing crowd attempted to
scale these police barriers,
prompting authorities to de-
ploy high-pressure water
cannons to push the activists
back and disperse the gather-
ing.
Amidst the spraying wa-
ter and rising tensions, the
protesters continued to shout
anti-government  slogans,
focusing their anger on the
central administration and
explicitly demanding the im-
mediate resignation of the
Union Education Minister.

Addressing the gathered
crowd during the turmoil,
Member of Parliament
Deepender Hooda delivered
afiery speech accusing paper
leak mafias of actively de-
stroying the professional fu-
tures of millions of young
students. He further claimed
that a toxic combination of
rising unemployment and
growing crime is crippling
the state, alleging that local
youth are being systemati-
cally deprived of employ-
ment opportunities in favor
of out-of-state candidates.

The confrontational ral-
ly resulted in the brief deten-
tion of several top Congress
leaders, who were rounded
up by the police at the protest
site to prevent further escala-
tion. However, law enforce-
ment officials released the
political figures shortly af-
terward once the immediate
crowd had been controlled.
Undeterred by the police ac-
tion and the use of water can-
nons, the opposition leader-
ship concluded the event by
announcing their next course
of action, declaring that they
will launch their next major
protest in Panipat on June 12
to continue their campaign
against examination mal-
practices.
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Rohtak Selected for
Russian Film Festival

Rohtak : A short film
named 'Jogai Parivar' has
been selected for an interna-
tional film festival in Russia.
The film was made by the stu-
dents of Dada Lakhmi Chand
State University of Perform-
ing and Visual Arts in Rohtak.
It will be screened at the 21st
'Within the Family Interna-
tional Festival of Family and
Children's Film' in Yaroslavl,
which starts on July 3.The
movie was directed by Arpit
Anand Singh, a direction stu-
dent from the 2023 batch who
comes from  Gorakhpur.
Many other students from the
university's Film and Televi-
sion Faculty worked hard as
actors, assistant directors, and
technical crew members. Uni-
versity officials expressed
great pride in this achieve-
ment, noting that the festival
is the largest in the world for
family and children's movies.
The short film beautifully por-
trays the everyday reality of
society and family. To make
their acting feel completely
real, some of the student ac-
tors even learned the Bhojpuri
language in a very short time.
The achievement of a student-
led cinematic project from
Haryana has sparked im-
mense pride within the aca-
demic and artistic communi-
ty, marking a significant

milestone on the global stage.
A short film titled Jogai Pari-
var, conceptualized and pro-
duced by the students of Dada
Lakhmi Chand State Univer-
sity of Performing and Visual
Arts in Rohtak, has officially
been selected for a prestigious
international film festival in
Russia. The film is scheduled
to be screened at the 21st
"Within the Family" Interna-
tional Festival of Family and
Children's Films, hosted in
the historic city of Yaroslavl,
with the event set to com-
mence on July 3.The creative
vision behind the successful
production was guided by Ar-
pit Anand Singh, a promising
film direction student from
the university's 2023 batch
who originally hails from Go-
rakhpur. The project served as
a collaborative canvas for the
institution, drawing in a dedi-
cated cohort of students from
the Film and Television Fac-
ulty who contributed their tal-
ents as actors, assistant direc-
tors, and technical crew
members. University officials
expressed profound pride in
the selection, highlighting
that the Russian festival is
widely regarded as the largest
global platform dedicated en-
tirely to cinema focused on
family values and children's
narratives.

Court Rejects Bail for AAP Leader
Deepak Singla in Bank Scam Case

Panchkula : A special
anti-money laundering court
has refused to grant bail to
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Deepak Singla in a massive
bank fraud case. Singla, who
serves as AAP's Goa in-
charge and contested Delhi
elections twice, was arrested
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate on May 18.

The case started in 2018
when the CBI registered a
complaint regarding a fraud
of over 155 crore rupees
against Oriental Bank of
Commerce involving a com-
pany called Mahesh Timber
Private Limited. Later inves-
tigations revealed that the to-
tal unpaid amount reached
more than 239 crore rupees.
The Enforcement Director-
ate discovered that the sus-
pects used fake import docu-
ments to steal bank funds.
Singla, who held important
positions in connected com-
panies, is accused of helping
hide and move the money.
The agency opposed his bail,
stating that 143 crore rupees
are still missing and need to
be found. They also men-
tioned that Singla has been
uncooperative during ques-
tioning and refused to share
the password to his mobile
phone. Singla's lawyers ar-

gued that the case has been
going on for eight years and
the arrest was unfair, but the
court decided to keep him in
custody while investigations
continue.A special court in
Panchkula dealing with mon-
ey laundering cases has re-
jected the regular bail appli-
cation of Aam Aadmi Party
leader Deepak Singla. Sin-
gla, who holds a prominent
role as the party's co-in-
charge for Goa and previ-
ously contested the Delhi as-
sembly elections on two
occasions, remains in custo-
dy following his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate on
May 18. The legal trouble
originates from an initial
First Information Report reg-
istered by the Central Bureau
of Investigation in 2018 re-
garding an extensive finan-
cial scam. The base case fo-
cused on allegations that a
firm named Mahesh Timber
Private Limited had defraud-
ed the Oriental Bank of Com-
merce of approximately
155.21 crore rupees, a figure
that cumulative investiga-
tions laterrevealed ballooned
past an outstanding total of
239 crore rupees. According
to the Enforcement Director-
ate, the suspects manipulated
the system by using unau-

thorized SWIFT amend-
ments to artificially inflate
Foreign Letters of Credit
from an original value of 21
crore rupees up to a massive
173 crore rupees. The federal
agency revealed that the ac-
cused individuals utilized a
complex network of shell
companies based in both In-
dia and Singapore to orches-
trate sham transactions and
generate a fake trail of timber
imports that never actually
occurred. Singla is accused
of playing an active role in
the conspiracy due to his di-
rectorial and key managerial
positions in the entities tied
to the fraud, including Ma-
hesh Timber Private Limited
and Traffic Media India Pri-
vate Limited. The prosecu-
tion strongly opposed his re-
lease on bail, emphasizing to
the court that nearly 143
crore rupees of the siphoned
funds remain completely un-
traceable and require active
tracking through the ongoing
investigation. Furthermore,
the central agency argued
against bail by pointing out
Singla's non-cooperative be-
havior during his custodial
interrogation, stating that he
gave evasive answers to the
vast majority of questions put
to him.

Chief Minister Urges Young
Generation to Develop Villages

Sonepat Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini spoke to a gathering
during a foundation day
event at Samalkha on Satur-
day. He praised the local
community for their hard
work and dedication in
building the development
center, stating that true prog-
ress happens when society
takes responsibility for its
own growth.

The Chief Minister en-
couraged young people to
make their home villages
self-reliant, support local
farmers, and help children
get better opportunities. He
noted that the state govern-
ment is focused on promot-
ing chemical-free natural
farming and has set aside a
dedicated budget for it.

He also mentioned that
Haryana is highly successful
in sports and promised that
providing proper training fa-
cilities in villages would
help create future national
and international athletes.

The political and admin-
istrative landscape of Hary-
ana witnessed a significant
moment of grassroots en-
gagement as the state’s lead-
ership sought to bridge the

gap between governance and
rural development.

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini took cen-
ter stage at a prominent pub-
lic gathering organized dur-

ing a foundation day
celebration in Samalkha.
His address focused

heavily on the necessity of
local empowerment, com-

munity-led initiatives, and
the critical role that the
younger demographic must
play in reshaping the future
of the state's rural territories.

During his comprehen-
sive address to the gathered
audience, the Chief Minister
extended deep appreciation
to the local residents for their
collective efforts and unwav-

ering commitment toward
the regional infrastructure.
He specifically lauded the
hard work and dedication
that went into creating the
newly established develop-
ment center in the area.

Saini emphasized that
such community-built struc-
tures stand as a testament to
what can be achieved when
citizens unite for a shared
public cause, serving as a
model for other regions to
emulate.

The Chief Minister ar-
ticulated a philosophy of de-
centralized progress, assert-
ing that genuine and
long-lasting  advancement
within a nation can never be
achieved solely through top-
down government mandates.
Instead, he argued that true
societal evolution occurs
when local communities ac-
tively step up and take direct
ownership of their own so-
cioeconomic growth.

By fostering a culture of
self-determination and civic
responsibility,  individual
towns and villages can build
a sturdier foundation for
prosperity that is less depen-
dent on external administra-
tive intervention.

Hot Days Ahead for Punjab and
Haryana Before Rain Brings Relief

Chandigarh : A four-day
heat wave is coming to parts
of Punjab and Haryana start-
ing June 8. However, a three-
day rainy period right after
that should bring some relief
to the people. The India Me-
teorological Department said
on June 7 that temperatures
will likely go up by 3 to 4 de-
grees Celsius over the next
four days.

A new weather system
called a western disturbance
will hit the mountains on June
11. This will bring light to me-
dium rain, thunder, lightning,
and strong winds to Punjab
and Haryana from June 11 to
June 13. Eventhoughitrained
a bit at the end of May, the to-
tal rain for June has been low-
er than usual. Punjab is short
of its normal rain by 31 per-
cent, and Haryana is short by
29 percent. Lately, some areas
also saw hailstorms and
strong winds, which kept the
temperatures normal or cool
for a short time. In Punjab,
Barnala has stayed complete-
ly dry, while Nawanshahar
has been the wettest area. In
Haryana, Sirsa has received
norain atall, while Palwal has
received the most.

Residents of Punjab and
Haryana should brace for a
brief period of intense sum-
mer heat before a shifting
weather pattern offers much-
needed respite. The India Me-
teorological Department an-
nounced that a four-day

heatwave is projected to grip
several parts of both states
starting June 8. During this
period, maximum tempera-
tures are expected to climb by
3 to 4 degrees Celsius, push-
ing daily conditions well
above the seasonal average.
Fortunately, relief is already
on the horizon in the form of a
new western disturbance.
This incoming weather sys-
tem is expected to hit the
northern mountain regions on
June 11, triggering a three-
day spell of wet weather
across the plains. Between
June 11 and June 13, parts of
Punjab and Haryana are fore-
casted to experience light to
moderate rainfall, accompa-
nied by thunder, lightning,
and strong gusty winds,
which will effectively break
the heatwave.This upcoming
precipitation is highly antici-
pated, as the region is cur-
rently facing anotable rainfall

deficit for the month of June.
Despite brief showers toward
the end of May, recent statis-
tics indicate that Punjab is
running 31 percent short of its
normal rainfall, while Hary-
ana is experiencing a 29 per-
cent deficit.

While some isolated
pockets previously witnessed
localized hailstorms and
strong winds that temporarily
cooled the air, the broader re-
gion has remained unseason-
ably dry.The weather distri-
bution across the states has
also been highly uneven. In
Punjab, Barnala has recorded
absolutely zero rainfall, re-
maining completely dry,
whereas Nawanshahar has
emerged as the wettest district
in the state. Similarly, in
Haryana, Sirsa has yet to re-
ceive a single drop of rain this
month, while Palwal has re-
corded the highest amount of
precipitation in the state.

The northern plains of In-
dia are currently preparing for
a dramatic shift in meteoro-
logical conditions, with a ma-
jor weather transition expect-
ed to unfold over the coming
week. The India Meteorologi-
cal Department has officially
signaled the onset of a intense
four-day heatwave across sig-
nificant portions of both Pun-
jaband Haryana, scheduled to
commence on June 8. This
impending dry spell is expect-
ed to push daily operational
and living conditions to their
limits, presenting a sharp
challenge to the local infra-
structure and the general pop-
ulace before any atmospheric
relief manifests.According to
the official forecasts released
by regional meteorological
centers, maximum day tem-
peratures are projected to ex-
perience a sharp upward tra-
jectory, climbing by 3 to 4
degrees Celsius over the des-
ignated four-day window.
This rapid thermal escalation
will effectively push ambient
temperatures well above the
standard seasonal averages
for early June, creating op-
pressive daytime environ-
ments. Local authorities are
expected to monitor the situa-
tion closely, as the combina-
tion of rising thermal levels
and stagnant air mass condi-
tions typically increases the
risk of heat-related stress
across rural and urban centers
alike.

Man Arrested in Jagadhri for
Demanding One Crore Rupee Extortion

Yamunanagar : The po-
lice caught a man named
Shiv Shakti Sahni on Satur-
day while he was accepting 4
lakh rupees in extortion
money at the Gymkhana
Club in Jagadhri. The ac-
cused, who is originally from
Rajasthan but lives in Jag-
adhri, was arrested following
a complaint by a liquor busi-
nessman named  Vinay
Sahni.

According to the com-
plaint, Shiv Shakti and his
partners had been making
threatening phone calls and
filing fake  complaints
against the businessman
with different government
departments. They demand-
ed 1 crore rupees to with-
draw the complaints, threat-
ening to ruin his business and
hurt him if he did not pay.
After some negotiation, the
demand was dropped to 72
lakh rupees. The business-
man had already paid 2.5
lakh rupees in May to protect
himself but informed the po-
lice when the harassment
continued. The police set up
a trap and arrested the sus-
pect red-handed. Mean-
while, the suspect's son
claimed to the media that his
father is innocent and that the
case is just a misunderstand-
ing over a regular business
dispute.

An intense criminal in-
vestigation unfolded in Ya-
munanagar as law enforce-
ment officials successfully
neutralized a high-stakes fi-

nancial extortion plot target-
ed at a prominent local entre-
preneur. The operation
reached its climax at the
high-profile Gymkhana
Club in Jagadhri, where a
specialized police team ap-
prehended a suspect identi-
fied as Shiv Shakti Sahni
while he was actively receiv-
ing asubstantial cash payout.
This swift tactical interven-
tion marked the end of a pro-
longed period of administra-
tive harassment and physical
intimidation that had been
directed toward a local busi-
nessman who refused to suc-
cumb completely to illegal
demands.The legal machin-
ery was set into motion fol-
lowing a comprehensive for-
mal complaint lodged by
Vinay Sahni, a well-estab-
lished liquor businessman
operating within the region.
In his detailed statement to
the authorities, the com-
plainant outlined a system-
atic campaign of coercion
that had been orchestrated
against him by the primary
suspect and a network of ac-
complices over several
months. The victim revealed
that his business operations
and personal peace of mind
had been severely compro-
mised by a continuous bar-
rage of anonymous threats
and highly calculated admin-
istrative  maneuvers de-
signed to cripple his profes-
sional standing.According to
the official investigation, the
suspect, who originally hails

from the state of Rajasthan
but had been residing in the
Jagadhri area, utilized a dual
strategy of psychological in-
timidation and bureaucratic
manipulation. Shiv Shakti
Sahni and his associates re-
portedly initiated  their
scheme by launching a wave
of fabricated complaints
against Vinay Sahni’s busi-
ness enterprises, submitting
them to various state govern-
ment departments. These
fraudulent petitions were in-
tentionally designed to trig-
ger invasive regulatory au-
dits and official scrutiny,
thereby creating immense
artificial pressure on the
businessman to seek a quick
resolution.

Simultaneously, the ex-
tortionists supplemented
these official disruptions
with direct, threatening com-
munication via telephone
calls, explicitly demanding a
massive sum of one crore ru-
pees to bring an end to the
harassment. The suspects
made it entirely clear that the
false complaints filed with
government agencies would
only be retracted upon the
full delivery of the demand-
ed financial package. They
further escalated the gravity
of'their extortion attempts by
threatening to permanently
dismantle the victim's com-
mercial infrastructure and
inflict severe physical harm
upon him if he attempted to
involve law enforcement
agencies.
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Gurugram : Families in
Haryana are facing higher
costs as the price of a 14.2 kg
domestic LPG cylinder has
increased by 29 rupees. The
new prices started at mid-
night, making Gurugram the
most expensive place in the
state with a cylinder costing
979.50 rupees. This is the
second time prices have
gone up in three months, fol-
lowing a 60 rupee increase in
March.

Prices vary across differ-
ent towns, with Fatehabad at
971 rupees and Panchkula at
968.50 rupees. Other fuel
prices are also rising, as pet-
rol and diesel went up by
7.50 rupees per liter recently,
and CNG became 6 rupees
dearer per kilogram. Experts
say global market problems
and political tensions around
the world are causing these
hikes. Even with these high-
er prices, oil companies are
still losing money because
they sell fuel below the actu-
al cost. Government officials
mentioned that they are only
passing a small part of the
global cost increases to the
public.

The economic landscape
for households across Hary-
ana has taken a challenging

turn following a substantial
upward revision in the prices
of essential domestic com-
modities. Families through-
outtheregion are now forced
to re-evaluate their monthly
budgets as the retail cost of a
standard 14.2-kilogram do-
mestic liquefied petroleum
gas cylinder has climbed by
twenty-nine rupees. This
sudden inflationary adjust-
ment has sentripples through

Gas and Fuel
Prices Go Upin Haryana

local consumer markets, in-
tensifying discussions re-
garding the overall cost of
living and the compounding
financial pressures faced by
ordinary citizens in both ur-
ban and rural setups.

The newly adjusted tariff
structure officially went into
effect at the stroke of mid-
night, catching many con-
sumers by surprise and lead-
ing to immediate changes at

distribution centers. Follow-
ing this administrative up-
date, the commercial hub of
Gurugram has earned the
unfortunate distinction of
becoming the most expen-
sive location in the entire
state for domestic cooking
gas. Residents in Gurugram
must now shell out a record
979.50 rupees to secure a
single LPG cylinder, a figure
that places a heavy burden on

the disposable income of
middle-class and lower-in-
come families alike.

This latest price hike is
particularly distressing for
the public because it does not
represent an isolated event,
but rather the continuation of
a worrying short-term infla-
tionary trend. This is the sec-
ond time that cooking gas
prices have been aggressive-
ly adjusted upward within a
tight three-month window,
pointing toward deep sys-
temic volatility. This current
increase follows closely on
the heels of a massive sixty-
rupee spike that was imple-
mented back in March,
meaning consumers —are
dealing with a cumulative
double-blow to their wallets
in a very short period.

The retail pricing net-
work across Haryana exhib-
its a highly fragmented pat-
tern, with the final cost of a
domestic cylinder varying
noticeably from one district
to another based on localized
logistics. For instance, in the
town of Fatehabad, the price
of an LPG cylinder has stabi-
lized at 971 rupees under the
new directive, reflecting
slight differences in local
taxation.

Huge Bank Fraud Leads to CBI
Raids on Government Officials

Chandigarh : The Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
searched the homes of three
IAS officers and one IFS of-
ficer on Saturday. The raids
took place in Chandigarh,
Panchkula, and the Delhi
National Capital Region.
The searches are connected
to a massive 661 crore rupee
scam involving IDFC First
Bank and AU Small Finance
Bank. The Enforcement Di-
rectorate is also looking into
this and says 645 crore ru-
pees were stolen. The money
belonged to eight govern-
ment departments in Hary-
ana and two in Chandigarh.

The officers involved are
Mohd Shayin, Pankaj Agar-
wal, Pardeep Kumar, and
Navneet Kumar Srivastava.
Investigators believe these
public officials worked se-
cretly with bank workers.
They helped open bank ac-
counts and move govern-
ment money to the wrong
places. A private company
named Vipam Consultancy
allegedly received this stolen
money and put it into its di-
rector's personal account.
The government had already
given permission to investi-
gate eight top officers. Last
month, officers were ques-
tioned, and their phones
were taken.

Two of them were sus-
pended, and the others were
moved to different jobs. The

investigation started after
fake fixed deposit docu-
ments were used to trick gov-
ernment departments while
the actual money was sent
away to fake companies.

The administrative and
financial sectors of the re-
gion have been deeply shak-
en following a massive anti-
corruption operation that has
reached the highest echelons
of public service.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation has launched a
coordinated series of raids
targeting the residential
premises of multiple top-tier
public servants, including
three Indian Administrative
Service officers and one In-
dian Forest Service officer.
These extensive search op-
erations were carried out
across six strategic locations
spanning Chandigarh,
Panchkula, and the wider
Delhi National Capital Re-
gion, signaling a major esca-
lation in the federal probe.
The judicial and investiga-
tive crackdown stems from
an incredibly sophisticated
financial swindle involving a
staggering sum of 661 crore
rupees.

This immense public as-
set misappropriation specifi-
cally centers around govern-
ment funds that had been
officially parked in corporate
accounts maintained with
IDFC First Bank and AU

Small Finance Bank.

Alongside the central
police probe, the Enforce-
ment Directorate has concur-
rently launched an aggres-
sive anti-money laundering
investigation, officially not-
ing that at least 645 crore ru-
pees of public wealth was
systematically diverted
away from state treasuries.
The immense scale of the fi-
nancial breach is illustrated
by the broad spectrum of
public institutions that fell
victim to the insider conspir-
acy.

According to detailed
case folders released by fed-
eral agents, the fraudulent
scheme actively compro-
mised the financial reserves
of eight separate government
departments operating under
the Haryana administration.
Furthermore, the siphon net-
work successfully penetrat-
ed the capital reserves of two
major public entities gov-
erned by the Chandigarh
Union Territory administra-
tion, including the local Mu-
nicipal Corporation and the
Chandigarh Renewable En-
ergy and Science and Tech-
nology Promotion Society.
Federal investigators have
explicitly named the high-
ranking bureaucrats current-
ly under the scanner as Mohd
Shayin, Pankaj Agarwal,
Pardeep Kumar,and Navneet
Kumar Srivastava.

Four People Sentenced to Life
Imprisonment for the Brutal Double
Murder of a Wrestler and Her Brother

Sonepat: A local court
has given rigorous life sen-
tences to four individuals,
including a wrestling coach,
his wife, and his two broth-
ers-in-law, for Kkilling a
young female wrestler and
her brother. They were also
punished for trying to kill the
woman's mother in Halalpur
village back on November
10,2021.

A woman named Dhan-
pati filed a complaint with
the Kharkhoda police stating
that Pawan Kumar, a resident
of Baland village, had been
running a wrestling school
named after Olympian Sush-
il Kumar in Halalpur for
three years. Pawan was mar-
ried to a woman from Halal-
pur who also worked as a
coach at the school. Many
young wrestlers from nearby
villages practiced there, in-
cluding Dhanpati's 22-year-
old daughter, Nisha. Nisha's

18-year-old brother, Sooraj,
drove her to the school every
day and had dropped her off
as usual on the day of the in-
cident.Dhanpati  explained
that they later received a call
from the school stating that
Nisha was done with her
practice. When Dhanpati and
Sooraj arrived to pick her up,
the coach and his accomplic-
es started shooting at them.
They tried to run away to
save themselves, but Nisha
had already been shot and
killed near the entrance gate
ofthe school. Dhanpati fell to
the ground after being hit by
bullets, while the attackers
chased after Sooraj and shot
him dead near a water canal.

The police filed a case
against the school owner
Pawan, his wife Sujata, and
her brothers Amit and Sachin
under various legal sections,
and later took all four into
custody.

Haryana

Ludhiana Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini visited a religious
eventin Ludhiana on Sunday
to celebrate the birth anni-
versary of Guru Amar Das.
He prayed for peace and har-
mony and spoke to the gath-
ering about the Guru's teach-
ings on equality and helping
others. He also promised 5
lakh rupees to help buy land
near the shrine.

During his speech, Saini
criticized the Congress par-
ty, claiming it is losing its
presence across the country.
He said he would work with
Captain Amarinder Singh to
form a government in Pun-
jab. He accused the Con-
gress of increasing corrup-
tion and drug issues when
they ruled Punjab in the past.
Saini also criticized the Aam
Aadmi Party government,
saying they failed to keep
their promises and allowed
law and order to break down,
which is causing business

Chief Minister Criticizes Opposing Political Parties
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owners to leave the state.

The regional political
and cultural spheres wit-
nessed a significant moment
of cross-border engagement
as the leadership of Haryana
traveled into neighboring
Punjab for a prominent pub-
lic appearance. Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini arrived in the industrial
hub of Ludhiana on Sunday
to participate in a high-pro-
file religious gathering dedi-
cated to celebrating the birth
anniversary of Guru Amar
Das.

His presence at the spiri-
tual event highlighted a de-
liberate attempt to connect
with the local community
through shared cultural val-
ues, setting a respectful and
solemn tone for the initial
proceedings of the day be-
fore transitioning into broad-
er socio-political discus-
sions.

During his address to the
large congregation gathered

at the spiritual venue, the
Chief Minister offered for-
mal prayers for the preserva-
tion of peace, societal stabil-
ity, and communal harmony
across the region.

He spoke extensively
about the enduring legacy
and profound teachings of
Guru Amar Das, emphasiz-
ing that the values of abso-
lute social equality and self-
less service to humanity
remain deeply relevant in
navigating modern societal
challenges. Saini urged the
audience to integrate these

spiritual principles into their
daily lives, noting that a
compassionate and unified
society is the strongest foun-
dation for regional develop-
ment and mutual prosperity.

To demonstrate concrete
administrative and personal
support for the community’s
spiritual infrastructure, the
Chief Minister announced a
significant financial gesture
during the ceremony.

He formally promised a
monetary grant of five lakh
rupees from available devel-
opmental funds to assist the

local management commit-
tee in acquiring adjacent
land plots near the sacred
shrine. This financial alloca-
tion is intended to facilitate
the physical expansion of the
complex, ensuring that the
venue can comfortably ac-
commodate the growing
number of pilgrims and
smoothly run its ongoing
charitable initiatives.

After concluding the
spiritual and humanitarian
segments of his address, the
Chief Minister pivoted to-
ward the regional political
landscape, utilizing the pub-
lic platform to deliver an an-
alytical and sharp critique of
the primary opposition forc-
es. Saini launched a direct
attack against the Congress
party, asserting that the tradi-
tional political organization
is experiencing a rapid and
irreversible decline in its op-
erational footprint across the

country.
He argued that the par-

ty’s central leadership has
become increasingly discon-
nected from the real aspira-
tions of ordinary citizens,
leading to a steady loss of'its
electoral relevance in suc-
cessive state contests.

Looking forward to fu-
ture political alignments and
electoral battles within the
region, the Chief Minister
dropped a major hint regard-
ing his party's long-term
strategic planning for the
state of Punjab.

He explicitly stated his
intention to  collaborate
closely with veteran political
leader Captain Amarinder
Singh to build a robust and
stable alternative gover-
nance framework in the
state. Saini suggested that
this partnership would com-
bine seasoned administra-
tive experience with a fresh
developmental vision, offer-
ing the electorate a reliable
path toward economic re-
covery and political stability.

Rohtak Cleanliness Drive Uses
Tents and Benches to Stop L|tter|ng

Rohtak : The Rohtak
Municipal Corporation has
started a unique initiative to
stop people from throwing
garbage on the roadsides.
Under the guidance of the
new Municipal Commis-
sioner, Narendra Kumar, the
city identified 28 illegal
dumping spots and chose
three major problem areas to
test a new method.

The city administration
setup atentat a market site in
Sector-2 and placed public
benches at two other loca-
tions on Delhi Road and near
Gohana Adda.

Municipal workers have
been posted at these spots to
stop residents from dumping
waste.

The city is also setting up
security cameras to catch
and fine anyone caught litter-
ing. Additionally, a new
campaign called "Dustbin
zaroori hai, iske bina safai
adhoori hai" has started.

This rule makes it com-
pulsory for all shopkeepers
and street vendors to keep
dustbins at their shops so

customers do not throw trash
on the streets.

Officials reminded ev-
eryone that keeping the city
healthy and clean requires
help from every citizen. The
Rohtak Municipal Corpora-
tion has launched a creative
strategy to prevent public lit-
tering and eliminate unau-
thorized garbage collection
points along the city's thor-
oughfares.

Under the leadership of
the newly appointed Munici-
pal Commissioner, Narendra
Kumar, the civic administra-
tion conducted a comprehen-
sive survey to map out twen-
ty-eight recurring 1illegal
dumping zones.

From this list, authorities
selected three high-priority
problem locations to pilot an
innovative monitoring and
space-reclamation  project

designed to alter public dis-
posal habits.

To physically disrupt the
pattern of illegal dumping,
the city administration set up
a functional tent structure di-
rectly at a problematic mar-
ket site in Sector-2, while
placing  public  seating
benches at two separate
chronic dumping spots on
Delhi Road and near Gohana
Adda.

Investigation Ordered After Rats
Damage Body at Hisar Hospital

Hisar : The family of a
25-year-old woman named
Komal held a protest at the
Civil Hospital on Sunday
morning after finding that
her body had been damaged
by rats in the mortuary. The
family noticed large bite
marks on her forehead and
face when her body was
brought out for a postmor-
tem examination. They also
saw rodents running around
the deep freezer in the room.

Komal had been admit-
ted to a government hospi-
tal in Hansi for a C-section
delivery on Saturday. Due
to heavy bleeding and com-
plications, doctors referred
her to the main hospital in
Hisar. Sadly, her condition
got worse and she passed
away on the journey. Doc-
tors in Hisar declared her
dead on arrival and kept her
body in the mortuary over-
night. The family stated that
she had no injuries on her
face before her death. Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Sapna
Gahlaut has ordered an of-

ficial inquiry to investigate
the negligence.

An official investiga-
tion has been launched at
the Civil Hospital in Hisar
following serious allega-
tions of negligence regard-
ing the storage and handling
of'a deceased patient's body
in the facility's mortuary.

The family ofa 25-year-
old woman named Komal
staged a formal protest at
the hospital premises on
Sunday morning after dis-
covering that her body had
sustained visible damage,
reportedly caused by ro-
dents, while being kept in
the deep freezer room over-
night.

The distressing situa-
tion came to light when the
body was brought out of the
mortuary for a scheduled
postmortem examination.
Family members immedi-
ately noticed deep bite
marks concentrated on the
woman's forehead and face,
noting that she had abso-
lutely no facial injuries pri-

or to her passing. According
to witnesses at the scene,
rodents were observed
moving freely around the
cooling units where the
bodies are stationed, raising
immediate concerns re-
garding the structural main-
tenance and sanitary condi-
tions of the facility.Komal
had initially been admitted
to a government hospital in
Hansi on Saturday to un-
dergo a C-section delivery.
Due to severe post-opera-
tive bleeding and subse-
quent medical complica-
tions, doctors determined
she required advanced care
and referred her to the main
district hospital in Hisar.
Her health deteriorated
rapidly during the transit,
and she unfortunately
passed away during the
journey. Upon arrival in
Hisar, medical staff de-
clared her dead on arrival
and transferred her body to
the mortuary for the night.
In response to the family's
protest and the apparent

lapse in security, Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Sapna
Gahlaut has ordered a for-
mal inquiry to investigate
the administrative failure
and assign accountability.

The healthcare infra-
structure and administra-
tive accountability within
the state's public medical
network have come under
intense scrutiny following a
highly disturbing incident
reported at a prominent re-
gional medical facility.

A wave of public out-
rage and formal administra-
tive action was triggered at
the Civil Hospital in Hisar
when severe lapses in post-
mortem care came to light,
causing deep emotional dis-
tress to a grieving family.
The situation highlights on-
going vulnerabilities in ba-
sic public healthcare man-
agement, leading to
immediate calls for system-
ic overhaul and the strict
enforcement of standard
operating procedures across
institutional mortuaries.

Traffic Police Give Two Weeks to Auto Drivers for Proper Papers

Karnal : A traffic police
official held a meeting with
auto-rickshaw and e-rick-
shaw drivers near the city
traffic post to share impor-
tant safety rules. The officer
told all drivers to get their

vehicle documents fully
ready within the next 15
days.

If drivers do not have the
proper papers after this two-
week deadline, they will be
fined and their vehicles
might be taken away by the
police. The official reminded

drivers to drive safely, stay
sober, and always carry a
valid driving license. Driv-
ers were also told to stay in
their proper lanes and avoid
making sudden turns that
cause traffic jams and acci-
dents. Finally, the officer
asked the drivers to be hon-
est and return any bags or
items that passengers acci-
dentally leave behind in their
vehicles.

The local traffic police
administration in the city of
Karnal has officially initiat-

ed a major regulatory crack-
down and public safety
awareness campaign specifi-
cally targeting the operators
of auto-rickshaws and e-
rickshaws. This significant
development commenced
with a comprehensively or-
ganized meeting convened
by a senior traffic police of-
ficial right in the vicinity of
the main city traffic post. The
primary objective of this
gathering was to directly
communicate a series of crit-
ical safety protocols, legal

mandates, and operational
guidelines that every single
driver must strictly adhere to
moving forward.

The atmosphere at the
meeting was serious, reflect-
ing the department's firm
commitment to transform-
ing the current state of public
transportation safety and
traffic management within
the urban limits.

During the extensive
briefing, the presiding traffic
police official issued a clear
and unequivocal directive to

all the gathered auto-rick-
shaw and e-rickshaw opera-
tors regarding the legal sta-
tus of their vehicles. The
authorities have explicitly
granted a strict grace period
ofexactly fifteen days for ev-
ery driver to thoroughly re-
view, update, and complete-
ly organize their official
vehicular  documentation.
This two-week window is
intended to give the opera-
tors ample time to visit the
relevant transport offices,
pay any outstanding dues,

renew expired registrations,
and ensure that every piece
of paperwork required by
law is fully valid and readily
available for inspection at
any given moment.

The police department
has made it abundantly clear
that this fifteen-day grace pe-
riod is a firm deadline and
not a flexible suggestion,
meaning that consequences
will be swift once the time
expires. The official warned
the drivers that the traffic po-
lice will launch a rigorous

verification drive across the
city immediately following
the conclusion of these two
weeks. Any operator found
navigating the city streets
without the proper, legally
mandated paperwork after
the deadline will face imme-
diate punitive action. These
penalties will not be limited
to standard monetary fines,
as the authorities are fully
prepared to impound and
confiscate vehicles belong-
ing to non-compliant drivers
to ensure accountability.

Beyond the pressing is-
sue of vehicular documenta-
tion, the traffic police official
dedicated a substantial por-
tion of the meeting to rein-
forcing fundamental road
safety rules thatare frequent-
ly ignored on daily com-
mutes. The drivers were re-
minded that operating a
commercial passenger vehi-
cle carries an immense
amount of social responsi-
bility, as hundreds of citizens
rely on them daily for safe
transport.




Indian men’s Hockey team leaves for European
Leg of FIH Hockey Pro League 2025-26

Bengaluru: The Indian
Men’s Hockey Team depart-
ed from Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport here on Sat-
urday night for the European
leg of the FIH Hockey Pro

League 2025-26, where
they will take on some of the
top hockey nations in a cru-
cialphase of the tournament.

The Indian contingent is
travelling to Brussels, Bel-
gium, via Abu Dhabi, as the
team willundergo a prepara-
tory training camp and play a
friendly match between June
7 and 9 inBrussels.

The short training block
aims to help the squad accli-
matise to European condi-
tions ahead of a packed Pro
League schedule.

Following the camp in
Belgium, the team will move
to Rotterdam, the Nether-
lands, on June 10 for the first
phase of their European
campaign. India will face
Germany and hosts Nether-
lands in the FIH Hockey Pro
League from June 14 to 21 in
Rotterdam.

Thereafter, the squad
will travel to London, Eng-
land, where they will take on

Pakistan and England in the
second phase of the Europe-
an leg from 23 to 28 June
2026.

India will play each of
the four opponents twice
during the tour. The eagerly-
awaited matches against
Pakistan will be played on
June 23 and June 26.

Speaking ahead of the
departure, Indian Men’s

Hockey Team captain Har-
manpreet Singh expressed
confidence in the squad’s
preparations and excitement
for the challenges ahead.
“The European leg of the
Pro League is always a great
test because you are up
against some of the best
teams in the world in their
home conditions. We have
prepared well during our

training camp in Bengaluru,
and the players are looking
forward to competing at the
highest level,” said Harman-
preet, who returns to lead the
side after missing the Austra-
lian leg of the FIH Pro
League in Hobart due to per-
sonal reasons.

“Our objective is to play
fearless hockey, remain dis-
ciplined in key moments and

continue evolving as a
group. The  upcoming
matches will give us an ex-
cellent opportunity to assess
ourselves against top-quality
opposition and continue
building momentum as a
team,” thecaptain said.

“Our focus will be on ex-
ecuting our plans consistent-
ly, improving with every
game and ensuring that we
make the most of this tour.
The Pro League is an impor-
tant platform for us to gain
experience, strengthen com-
binations and continue our
progress as a unit. We are
excited for the challenge and
eager to give our best for In-
dia,” he added.

The Indian team aims to
secure valuable points in the
Pro League to move up in the
standings while continuing
to build towards upcoming
major international competi-
tions, including the FIH
World Cup and the Asian
Games later this year.

India will begin their Eu-
ropean leg of the FIH Pro
League 2025-26 against the
Netherlands on June 14 at
7:30 pm IST.

Delhi, Monday, 88 June 2026
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UCI Pledges Support to Make Pune Grand Tour
Cycle Race the World's Fourth Grand Tour

Lake Garda: Theunion
Cycliste Internationale
(UCI) has pledged its full
support to help establish the
Pune Grand Tour (PGT) as
the world's fourth Grand
Tour and position Pune as a
leading global sports tourism
destination.During a special
presentation of the organiz-
ing team of PGT before the
UCI Management Commit-
tee in Lake Garda, Italy, the
world governing body for
cycling praised the Pune
Grand Tour for delivering a
race of a quality comparable
to the finest cycling events in
the world and expressed
amazement that an event of
such a big scale and interna-
tional standard was success-
fully conceived, planned and
executed within just six
months.The UCI also lauded
the exemplary discipline dis-
played by the more than 2.5
million spectators (largest
for any sporting event in In-
dia) who attended the five-
day event and commended
the police and district admin-
istration for ensuring excep-
tional safety and security ar-
rangements  despite  the
unprecedented crowds.Rec-
ognizing the race as the first
genuine opportunity to cre-

ate a future Grand Tour out-
side Europe, UCI President
David Lappartient extended
the organization’s full coop-
eration to support the event's
long-term growth, including
expertise in urban mobility
planning and assistance in
strengthening grassroots cy-
cling development programs
across India. The Pune Grand
Tour received a significant
boost on the global cycling
stage as the UCI endorsed
the event's long-term vision
and reaffirmed its commit-
ment to supporting its
growth, a release stated on
Sunday.A delegation com-
prising Pune District Collec-
tor Jitendra Dudi, Cycling
Federation of India (CFI)
Secretary General Maninder
Pal Singh and Bajaj Auto Di-
rector Abhinav Bindra was
invited by UCI President Da-
vid Lappartient to present the
remarkable journey and fu-
ture roadmap of the Pune
Grand Tour, whose inaugural
edition was successfully
held in January 2026.Shar-
ing the key outcomes of the
presentation and subsequent
interaction with the UCI
Management Committee, Ji-
tendra Dudi said, the UCI
Management Committee not

only appreciated the quality
and execution of the race, but
also approved the upgrade of
the Pune Grand Tour to UCI
2.1 Status, marking a major
milestone in the event's inter-
national  recognition.The
committee also gave its con-
sent for the 2027 edition to be
held between January 26 and
January 31, allowing the
event to incorporate three na-
tional holidays, while leav-
ing the final scheduling deci-
sion to the Pune district
administration.(UCI 2.1 sta-
tus is a Class 1 stage race
classification that attracts a
higher caliber of teams, al-
lowing up to 50 per cent of
the participants to be elite
UCI World Teams. It also
features larger prize purses,
more UCI ranking points and
stricter organizational stan-
dards.)Representing the
unique partnership between
government, federation and
corporate stakeholders that
delivered the inaugural edi-
tion of the race, the delega-
tion of PGT outlined Pune's
ambition to establish the
Pune Grand Tour among the
world's  premier cycling
events during the presenta-
tion to the UCI Management
Committee.

FIFA Worl
lJaunches fi

Washington : Argentina
will launch its title defense in
Group J as it bids to become
the first team in 64 years to
retain the FIFA World Cup.
Lionel Scaloni's side is
joined by Algeria, returning
aftera 12-year absence, Aus-
tria, back at the finals for the
first time since 1998, and
tournament debutant Jordan.

Argentina team: Argen-
tina arrives at the tournament
as world and continental
champion, aimingto win a
fourth successive major in-
ternational competition.

Lionel Scaloni's side
cruised  through  South
American qualifying, finish-
ing nine points clear of sec-
ond-placed Ecuador with 12
wins from 18 matches.

The 48-year-old has
built a mature, adaptable
4-3-3 system since taking

over in 2018. Seventeen
members of the squad that
triumphed in Qatar remain,
providing continuity and
tournament-winning know-
how.

The spine of the team is
formidable. Emiliano Marti-
nez provides a commanding
last line in goal, Cristian
Romero and Lisandro Marti-
nez form an elite Premier
League central defensive
partnership, and Enzo Fer-
nandez anchors a midfield
that blends industry with in-
vention.

Up front, Lautaro Marti-
nez and Julian Alvarez offer
contrasting but complemen-
tary options, while the sup-
porting cast of Rodrigo De
Paul, Alexis Mac Allister
and Giovani Lo Celso en-
sures Scaloni can adjust to
any opponent.

dCup

The group stage sched-
ule, playing Algeria in Kan-
sas City, and Austria and Jor-
dan both in Dallas, should
present few obstacles for the
runaway group favorite.

Star player: Lionel Mes-
si is competing at his sixth
World Cup, an all-time re-
cord. Now 38, the Argentina
captain holds the national
records for appearances
(198) and goals (116), and
hasscored 13 times at the
global showpiece, making
him his country's all-time top
scorer in the competition.
His quest to finish as the
tournament's leading marks-
man is one of the few honors
missing from a collection
that already includes the
World Cup Golden Ball in
2014 and 2022.

Player to watch: Nico
Paz has emerged as one of

the revelations of the Euro-

pean season. The
21-year-old midfielder

scored 13 goals and provided

eight assists in 40 appear-
ances for Como, helping the
Italian club secure historic
qualification for the UEFA
Champions League.

A left knee issue slowed
his preparation, but the med-
ical staff are confident he
will be availablefor the

opener against Algeria. His
creative spark from midfield
offers Scaloni a fresh
dimension,according to Xin-
hua.Algeria team: Algeria

returns to the World Cup
stage for the first time since
its memorable run to the
round of 16 at Brazil 2014,
where it pushed eventual
winner Germany to extra
time. Under Bosnian coach
Vladimir Petkovic, appoint-
ed in early 2024, Algeria
qualified with authority,
winning eight of its 10 Afri-
can preliminaries and losing
just once.Algeria's greatest
strength lies in its attacking
variety. Captain  Riyad
Mahrez provides guile, Mo-
hamed Amoura, who scored
10 goals in qualifying, offers
direct running, and teenage-
prospect Ibrahim Maza sup-
plies unpredictability. The
squad's weakness is in goal,
where thethree goalkeepers
selected share only 10 caps
between them, and a single
clean sheet in itslast 13

World Cup matches under-
scores a long-standing vul-
nerability.

Star player: Mahrez re-
mains the face of Algerian
football. Now 35, the Al-
Ahli winger captains the side
and has declared this will be
his final World Cup. A
Champions League winner
and five-time  Premier
League champion with Man-
chester City and Leicester
City, Mahrez is his country's
second-highest all-time
scorer with 38 goals in 114
caps. His touch, vision and
set-piece delivery remain
Algeria's primary creative
weapons, even if he no lon-
ger completes 90 minutes.

Player to watch: Maza
has already been nicknamed
"Mazadona" by supporters
for his close control and cre-
ative flair. The 20-year-old

Group J preview: Argentina
tle defense as Jordan makes debut

Berlin-born playmaker fea-
tured in 28 Bundesligaga-
mes for Bayer Leverkusen
this season, scoring three
goals and registering four as-
sists, whilealso gaining
Champions League experi-
ence. Having represented
Germany at youth level,
Maza pledged his interna-
tional future to Algeria and is
the country's most exciting
attacking prospectat the
tournament.

Austria team: Austria is
back at a World Cup for the
first time in 28 years, having
topped UEFA qualifying
Group H ahead of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Under
German coach Ralf Rang-
nick, appointed in April
2022, Austria has become
one of Europe's most distinc-
tive and aggressive pressing
sides.

Suthar's dream debut powers India's control over AFG on Day 2

Mullanpur: A dream
debut from Manav Suthar
headlined a dominant all-
round display as India tight-
ened their grip on the one-off
Test against Afghanistan,
declaring at 564 for 8 before
reducing the visitors to 113
for 5 at stumps on Day Two
here on Sunday.

Left-arm spinner Manav
Suthar made an immediate
impact on his Test debut,
striking three times across
the day to break Afghani-
stan’s resistance at key mo-
ments. He first removed
Rahmanullah Gurbaz early
in the innings, with Sai Sud-
harsan taking a sharp catch at
slip, setting the tone for In-
dia’s relentless bowling ef-
fort.

He returned later to cap
his performance by dismiss-
ing Afsar Zazai for 3, taking
a simple return catch and
completing a memorable de-
but spell marked by control,
accuracy and composure un-

der pressure.

India’s dominance, how-
ever, was built on a towering
batting effort earlier in the
day. Resuming at 368 for 3,
the hosts quickly took con-
trol through a commanding
169-run partnership between
skipper Shubman Gill (126)
and Rishabh Pant (81). Gill
anchored the innings with
elegance and patience while
Pant provided the aggres-
sion, ensuring Afghanistan
were kept under constant
pressure.India’s lower order
also made key contributions,
with debutant Manav Suthar
showing promise with the
bat and Washington Sundar
playing a crucial stabilising
and counter-attacking role
with an unbeaten half-centu-
ry (52%), ensuring India capi-
talised fully on their strong
position.

Despite a spirited re-
sponse from Afghanistan
pacer Mohammad Saleem
Safi, who produced a six-

wicket haul, India never lost
control of the game. Safi
struck twice in quick succes-
sion to remove Gill and
Dhruv Jurel, briefly lifting
Afghanistan’s energy in the
field. However, Pant coun-
terattacked with authority,
striking six fours and three
sixes in a fluent 81 that
pushed India beyond 450 be-
fore lunch. The hosts eventu-
ally reached 475 for 6 at the
interval.Afghanistan’s
struggle with the ball soon
shifted to a battle for survival
with the bat. At tea, they
were already 28 for 1 after
Suthar’s early strike, and the
pressure only intensified in
the post-lunch session.

The passage of play after
tea was marked by tight
bowling, tense reviews and
brief flashes of resistance.
Hashmatullah Shahidi sur-
vived a caught-behind ap-
peal off Washington Sundar
after UltraEdge confirmed a
faint inside edge, overturn-

ing the on-field decision.

Rahmat Shah also bene-
fited from a close LBW call
earlier, with India losing a
review due to inconclusive
camera angles caused by
sight-screen  obstruction.
However, Afghanistan’s re-
sistance gradually unrav-
eled. Shahidi was dismissed
at 32.2 overs when Prasidh
Krishna trapped him lbw,
with ball-tracking confirm-
ing the delivery was hitting
leg stump. Rahmat Shah
fought hard with a fluent 43,
including a lofted six off
Sundar, but lacked support
as wickets fell regularly
around him.

Suthar continued to be
the constant threat, main-
taining control through the
middle overs and ensuring
Afghanistan never built part-
nerships. His final strike at
39.5 overs sealed the innings
phase, as he removed Afsar
Zazai to complete a standout
three-wicket haul on debut.

Srishti Kiran finishes runner-up at
ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors

Bengaluru:

ents.

The young Indian produced another
impressive week of tennis against a
strong international field before eventu-
ally falling in the final to top seed Ellery
Mendell of the United States. Despite
performance
throughout the tournament
widespread praise and highlighted her
rapid progress on the global junior cir-

the defeat, Srishti's

cuit.

In the championship match, Srishti
fought hard before going down 4-6, 3-6
in a contest that tested both her skill and
resilience. The final proved particularly
challenging as she struggled with physi-
cal discomfort and cramps during the

Thirteen-year-old
Bengaluru tennis sensation Srishti Ki-
ran continued her remarkable rise on the
international junior circuit by finishing
runner-up at the prestigious ITF World
Tennis Tour Juniors J100 Guatemala
City in Guatemala City, Guatemala, fur-
ther cementing her reputation as one of
India's most promising young tennis tal-

seed.However,

the first set 6-4.
earned

latter stages of the encounter.

The Indian teenager began the
match confidently and showed little
sign of nerves despite competing in one
of'the biggest finals of her young career.
She surged to an early 2-0 lead in the
opening set and continued to dictate
play, eventually extending her advan-
tage to 3-1 against the tournament's top
Mendell
found her rhythm and began to turn the
momentum in her favour. The American
displayed composure under pressure,
winning a series of crucial points to
erase the deficit and ultimately capture

The second set remained highly
competitive, with neither player able to
establish clear control. At 3-3, the con-
test appeared evenly balanced and Sr-
ishti looked capable of forcing a deci-
sive third set through her aggressive
shot-making and determination.At a
crucial stage of the match, Srishti earned
two game points that could have shifted
momentum significantly in her favour.

tensity.

gradually

mala

Unfortunately for the Indian youngster,
the onset of cramps began affecting her
movement around the court, making it
difficult for her to maintain the same in-

As her mobility became restricted,
Mendell capitalised on the opportunity
and increased the pressure. The top seed
used her experience effectively, win-
ning the key exchanges and eventually
closing out the second set 6-3 to secure
the title.Although she fell short in the
final, Srishti's performance in Guate-
represented
achievement in what has been a break-

another major

through season. The tournament show-

cased her ability to compete consistent-
ly against some ofthe best junior players
in the world.Entering the event, Srishti
was already riding a wave of confidence
after capturing five consecutive ITF ju-
nior titles. That remarkable winning
streak had established her as one of the
most in-form players on the circuit and
demonstrated her growing maturity as a
competitor.

India dominates medal tally at 1st
World Yogasana Championship 2026

Ahmedabad: India
continued its commanding
performance at the inaugural
World Yogasana Champion-
ship 2026, finishing Day 3 at
the top of the medal stand-
ings with an extraordinary
haul of 30 medals, including
24 gold, five silver and one
bronze. The impressive per-
formance further reinforced
India's dominance in the
sport and highlighted the
country's deep-rooted exper-
tise in Yogasana on the inter-
national stage.

The championship, cur-
rently being held in Ahmed-
abad, has emerged as a land-
mark event in the evolution
of Yogasana as a competitive
global sport. Athletes from
numerous countries have
gathered to showcase their

skills, transforming the tradi-
tional discipline into a high-
level international sporting
competition.

Indian participants de-
livered exceptional perfor-
mances across multiple cat-
egories, demonstrating
remarkable flexibility, bal-
ance, endurance and mental
focus. Their consistent suc-
cess throughout the competi-
tion has enabled the host na-
tion to establish a significant
lead over the rest of the field.

With 24 gold medals al-
ready secured, India has dis-
played a level of dominance
rarely witnessed in interna-
tional multi-category sport-
ing events. The athletes' per-
formances reflected years of
dedicated training and high-
lighted the country's strong

infrastructure for nurturing
Yogasana talent.

The Indian contingent
also added five silver medals
and one bronze medal to its
tally, taking the overall count
to 30 medals after three days
of competition. This remark-
able achievement has placed
the country comfortably
ahead of its closest rivals in
the championship standings.

Occupying second place
on the medal table is Singa-
pore, which has accumulated
six medals, including two
gold, two silver and two
bronze.

The country's athletes
have delivered commend-
able performances and
emerged as one of the stron-
gest international competi-
tors at the event.

India,

Cardiff: With the ICC
Women's T20 World Cup
2026 just days away, India
and the West Indies will use
their warm-up clash at So-
phia Gardens on Monday to
address lingering questions
and build momentum ahead
of the global showpiece.
Though the fixture carries no
official significance, it offers
both sides a valuable oppor-
tunity to fine-tune combina-
tions before the tournament
begins.For third-ranked In-
dia, the match comes in the
aftermath of a disappointing
2-1 T20I series defeat to
England, a result that ex-
posed uncertainties in both

WI in final Women's T20
WC dress rehearsal in Cardiff

batting and bowling depart-
ments. Captain Harmanpreet
Kaur has indicated that the
team management is close to
finalising its preferred XI,
but experimentation contin-
ues as India seek the right
balance.The batting order
remains a key talking point.
Yastika Bhatia, returning
from a lengthy injury layoff,
was promoted to No. 3 dur-
ing the England series,
prompting a reshuffle that
pushed Jemimah Rodrigues
down the order while Har-
manpreet moved to No. 5.
The openers have struggled
for consistency, while wick-
etkeeper-batter Richa Ghosh

is still searching for form in
the lower middle order.The
warm-up games are expect-
ed to provide opportunities
to fringe players, with all-
rounder Radha Yadav and
batter Bharti Fulmali among

those looking to strengthen
their claims. Radha's return
afternearly a year away from
international cricket could
be particularly significant,
given her experience, field-
ing prowess and ability to

contribute with the bat.In-
dia's pace attack also remains
under scrutiny. Renuka
Singh Thakur, Arundhati
Reddy and Kranti Gaud en-
dured a difficult phase earlier
this year, and English condi-
tions are likely to test their
discipline and adaptability
once again.In contrast, the
West Indies arrive in Cardiff
buoyed by their recent tri-
series triumph in Dublin.
The Caribbean side secured
back-to-back victories early
in the tournament before
edging past challenges from
Ireland and Pakistan to
emerge on top through supe-
rior net run rate.
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Market valuation of 7 of top-10

most-valued firm

New Delhi: The com-
bined market valuation of
seven of the top-10 most-
valued firms eroded by Rs
1.25 trillion in a week with
the Reliance Industries took
the biggest hit.

The market valuation of
Reliance Industries dropped
Rs 39,718 crore to Rs
17,47,321.40 crore. HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank, and State
Bank of India were the gain-
ers while on the losing end
were Reliance Industries,
Bharti Airtel, Tata Consul-
tancy Services (TCS), Bajaj
Finance, Larsen & Toubro,
Life Insurance Corporation
ofIndia (LIC) and Hindustan
Unilever.ICICI Bank went
up Rs 4,484.86 crore to Rs
9,05,074.77 crore and that of
HDFC Bank climbed Rs
4,101.47 crore to Rs
11,50,743.31 crore. The
mcap of State Bank of India

jumped Rs 12,692.09 crore
to Rs 9,02,523.63 crore.

The market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) of LIC dimin-
ished Rs 14,610.74 crore to
Rs 5,05,873.32 crore while

Bajaj Finance lost Rs
9,681.36 crore from its
mcap, which stood at Rs
5,53,580.97 crore.

The valuation of Hindu-
stan Unilever declined Rs

S erode

i

5,909.23 crore to Rs
4,98,301.31 crore.

TCS faced an erosion of
Rs 20,134.66 crore from its
valuation, which stood at Rs
7,95,346.09 crore while

by Rs 1.25 tn

Bharti Airtel's market valua-
tion dipped Rs 18,736.04
crore to Rs 10,96,150.49
crore and that of Larsen &
Toubro tumbled Rs 16,880.2
crore to Rs 5,43,956.44
crore.

In a rank-wise analysis,
Reliance  Industries  re-
mained the most-valued do-
mestic firm followed by
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel,
ICICI Bank, State Bank of
India, TCS, Bajaj Finance,
Larsen & Toubro, LIC, and
Hindustan Unilever.

The Indian stock market
on Friday ended in the red, in
a volatile trading session, as
investors weighed the Re-
serve Bank of India's latest
inflation and growth projec-
tions. At close, Sensex was at
74,243, lower by 117 points
or 0.16percent while, NSE
Nifty ended at 23,366.70,
down 49.85 or 0.2 1percent.

Singareni Raises Telangana's Flag on
Global Stage with World Championship
Victory: Dy CM Bhatti

Hyderabad:  Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka today congratu-
lated the Singareni Rescue
Team for bringing interna-
tional recognition to Telan-
gana by emerging as world
champions at the prestigious
International Mines Rescue
Competition held in Zambia.

The rescue team, accom-
panied by Singareni Collier-
ies  Company  Limited
(SCCL) Chairman and Man-
aging Director Dr. Buddha
Prakash Jyoti, called on the
Deputy Chief Minister at
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule
Praja Bhavan in Hyderabad
and presented the trophies
and medals won at the inter-
national event.

Congratulating the team
members, Bhatti said Sin-
gareni had once again dem-
onstrated its leadership in
underground mine rescue
operations on the global

stage.

He expressed happiness
that the Singareni Rescue
Team secured first place in
the Underground Mines Res-
cue category, outperforming
teams from major mining na-
tions including China, Cana-
da, Australia, Poland and
Colombia.

Describing the achieve-
ment as a matter of pride for
Telangana and the country,
the Deputy Chief Minister
said the victory reflected the
high standards of profession-
alism, dedication and techni-
cal expertise maintained by
Singareni's rescue person-
nel.He praised the rescue
workers for their courage
and commitment, noting that
they routinely risk their own
lives to save miners during
accidents and emergency
situations."The services ren-
dered by rescue personnel
are invaluable. Their dedica-

tion and readiness to work
under highly challenging
conditions have now earned
global recognition," he said.

Bhatti further assured
that the State government
would extend full support to
strengthen Singareni and
help it emerge not only as a
leading coal-producing
company but also as a front-
runner in various fields of
excellence.

He said the international
recognition earned by the
rescue team highlights the
capability and expertise of
Singareni employees, who
operate in some of the most
demanding mining environ-
ments.The Deputy Chief
Minister said the team's suc-
cess has enhanced Telanga-
na's reputation in the global
mining sector and serves as
an inspiration for future gen-
erations of mining profes-
sionals.

PM SVANidhi transitioned into institutional
platform for financial inclusion: PNB Chief

New Delhi: The PM SVANidhi (Pradhan
Mantri Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi)
scheme has successfully transitioned into an
extended institutional platform for financial
inclusion in India, said Ashok Chandra, MD
& CEO, Punjab National Bank.

"The primary utility of PM SVANidhi lies
in its brilliant dismantling of the barriers to
formal credit for informal micro-entrepre-

neurs.

Historically, street vendors were trapped
in vicious cycles of high-interest debt from
informal moneylenders. PM SVANidhi shat-
tered this paradigm by providing collateral-
free working capital loans. Operated as a pro-
gressive lending ladder, it incentivizes fiscal

discipline," Chandra said.

"Initially, when the scheme was launched,
vendors began with a first tranche of up to Rs
10,000, and upon timely repayment, seam-

lessly graduate to a second tranche of up to
20,000, and a third of up to Rs 50,000.
Backed by a 7per cent per annum interest sub-
vention credited quarterly to the borrowers’
accounts, the scheme makes formal credit in-

credibly affordable," he added.

As the scheme marked its sixth anniver-
sary on 1st June, 2026, its massive scale, re-
cent structural upgrades, and holistic socio-

economic impact offer a definitive blueprint

for empowering the bottom of the pyramid,
the PNB chiefsaid.

He mentioned that the overwhelming
success of the program is vividly reflected in
its metrics. Demonstrating the massive scale
of India's financial inclusion drive, 75.69 lakh

micro-entrepreneurs have been successfully

tapped into PM SVANidhi loans as of 29th
May 2026, out of which 72.4 per cent are dig-
itally active entrepreneurs.

India’s electronics manufacturing at inflection point amid
import dependence, rising demand and policy interventions

New Delhi: India's con-
sumer electronics manufac-
turing sector is entering a
critical phase of growth as
rising domestic demand,
government-backed manu-
facturing initiatives and sta-
ble monetary policy create
new opportunities, even as
the industry remains vulner-
able to global supply-chain
disruptions and import de-
pendence.

The challenges facing
the sector were underscored
by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) in its June 2026 Mon-
etary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting, which high-

lighted risks arising from el-
evated crude oil prices, geo-
political tensions in West
Asia and persistent global
supply-chain uncertainties.
These factors, the central
bank warned, could contrib-
ute to imported inflation and
create headwinds for indus-
tries dependent on overseas
sourcing.

For India's consumer
electronics industry, the con-
cerns are particularly signifi-
cant as a large share of criti-
cal components—including
semiconductors, display
panels, memory chips, sen-
sors and batteries—continue

to be imported. Industry ex-
perts say disruptions in glob-
altraderoutes, currency fluc-
tuations and rising freight
costs can have a direct im-
pact on production expenses,
inventory management and
pricing strategies.

At the same time, the
RBI's decision to keep the
repo rate unchanged at 5.25
per cent has provided a mea-
sure of certainty for manu-
facturers planning long-term
investments.

Commenting on the pol-
icy environment, Tushar
Tekriwal, Director, Startron
Lifestyles Pvt. Ltd, said,

"The RBI's decision to main-
tain the repo rate at 5.25 per
cent provides manufacturers
with greater financing stabil-
ity for long-term invest-
ments. This creates an op-
portunity to  accelerate
domestic  production  of
semiconductors, battery
cells, display modules and
electronic components
through strategic invest-
ments, technology partner-
ships and production-linked
incentives. Reducing import
dependence will notonly im-
prove supply-chain resil-
ience but also shield manu-
facturers from external

shocks such as currency vol-
atility and geopolitical dis-
ruptions."

Industry observers note
that while India has emerged
as one of the world's fastest-
growing electronics mar-
kets, the country's ambition
of becoming a global manu-
facturing hub will require
significant investments in
domestic component pro-
duction and technological
capabilities.Meanwhile, de-
mand from Tier-2 and Tier-3
cities is increasingly becom-
ing a major growth driver for
the consumer electronics
market.

Telangana’s Singareni refutes KTR's Coal Stock
Allegations, Says Only 26.51 Lakh Tonnes Available

Hyderabad: State-
owned Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL)
today rejected allegations
made by BRS Working Pres-
ident K.T. Rama Rao (KTR)
regarding the alleged disap-
pearance of nearly 40 lakh
metric tonnes of coal worth
around Rs %1,600 crore, clar-
ifying that the company had
only 26.51 Ilakh tonnes
(2.651 million tonnes) of
coal stock as of June 4, 2026.

In a detailed statement,
SCCL said the available coal
stock at its mines and Coal
Handling Plants (CHPs) rep-
resented the lowest stock
level recorded in the last de-
cade and was being continu-
ously dispatched to consum-
ers through rail and road
transport based on demand.

The clarification came a
day after KTR, in a letter to
union Coal Minister G. Kis-
han Reddy, sought an imme-
diate and comprehensive in-
vestigation into the alleged

disappearance of coal stocks
from the company.

SCCL said maintaining
coal stocks is a standard op-
erational practice followed
by all coal-producing com-
panies to ensure uninterrupt-
ed supplies to thermal power
stations and other consum-
ers.The company noted that
coal stocks generally accu-
mulate during the high-pro-
duction period from Novem-
ber to May and are
subsequently utilized when
production is affected by
seasonal or operational fac-
tors.According to SCCL re-
cords, coal stocks stood at 70
lakh tonnes in 2015-16 and
74 lakh tonnes in 2016-17,
while the average stock
maintained between 2014
and 2024 was around 50 lakh
tonnes..

The company empha-
sized that maintaining ade-
quate coal reserves is partic-
ularly critical during the
monsoon season to ensure

uninterrupted coal supplies
to thermal power stations.

SCCL said it normally
seeks to maintain a mini-
mum stock of around 30 lakh
tonnes, equivalent to about
15 days' requirement for
power plants.Addressing an-
other issue raised by KTR
regarding the mandatory Site
Visit Certificate requirement
in overburden (OB) removal
tenders, SCCL defended the
policy, stating that it was in-
troduced in May 2025 to en-
sure contractors fully under-
stand site conditions, safety
requirements, scope of work
and local operational chal-
lenges before bidding.

The company said sev-
eral contractors in the past
had abandoned projects mid-
way or executed works slow-
ly after failing to properly
assess geographical, mining
and socio-political condi-
tions, leading to production
losses, financial setbacks
and contractual disputes.

Citing examples such as
the Srirampur OC-II and IK
OC projects, SCCL said in-
adequate assessment by con-
tractors had adversely im-

pacted planned coal
production targets.
The company main-

tained that the Site Visit Cer-
tificate requirement is nei-
ther unique to SCCL nor
intended to restrict competi-
tion. Similar provisions are
already being followed by
organizations including
GMDC, GIPCL, NMDC,
several solar power projects
and EPC contracts.

Within SCCL, such cer-
tificates were made manda-
tory for Coal Handling Plant
projects in 2018, 2021 and
2023 based on recommenda-
tions from CMPDI, a subsid-
iary of Coal India Limited.

SCCL said all contrac-
tors are being facilitated with
site visits and certificates are
issued to every bidder who
visits the project site.

India’s Ease of Doing Business reforms drive
investor confidence, digital transformation

New Delhi: India’s sweeping re-
forms in governance, regulation and
digital infrastructure have significantly
strengthened the country’s business
ecosystem, making it easier to start, op-
erate and expand businesses while
boosting investor confidence and global
competitiveness.According to a gov-
ernment review released on Saturday,
sustained efforts to simplify regula-
tions, reduce compliance burdens and
digitise public services have trans-
formed India’s business landscape over
the past decade. The reforms have
helped improve transparency, efficien-
cy and ease of access to markets, credit
and government services for entrepre-
neurs, startups and businesses of all siz-
es.The impact of these measures is re-
flected in India’s rise in global rankings.
The country improved its position in the
World Bank’s Doing Business Report
from 142nd in 2014 to 63rd in 2019. In-
dia has also strengthened its standing in
the IMD World Competitiveness Rank-
ing, moving up from 43rd place in 2021
to 41st in 2025.A major pillar of the re-
form agenda has been the promotion of
entrepreneurship. Since the launch of

the Startup India initiative in 2016, the
number of recognised startups has
surged from just 502 to over 2.23 lakh
by March 2026, generating more than
23.3 lakh direct jobs. Nearly half of
these startups have at least one woman
director or partner, underlining the
growing inclusivity of India’s startup
ecosystem.Business registration has
alsobecome significantly easier through
digital platforms such as the SPICe sys-
tem and MCAZ21 Version 3, which have
streamlined company incorporation and
compliance processes. For micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs), the
Udyam Registration Portal has enabled
paperless and self-declaration-based
registration, helping millions of enter-
prises enter the formal economy.Prop-
erty registration and land governance
have undergone a digital overhaul
through the Digital India Land Records
Modernisation Programme. More than
97 per cent of cadastral maps have been
digitised, while over 36 crore land par-
cels have been assigned a Unique Land
Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN),
enhancing transparency and reducing
disputes.The government has also fo-

cused on reducing procedural hurdles in
obtaining business permits and clear-
ances. The National Single Window
System now integrates approvals across
multiple central and state departments,
while the PARIVESH portal has sub-
stantially reduced the time required for
environmental clearances.Market ac-
cess has improved through initiatives
such as the Government e-Marketplace
(GeM), Open Network for Digital Com-
merce (ONDC), PM GatiShakti and ad-
vanced logistics platforms. GeM alone
has recorded a cumulative transaction
value of Rs 18.4 lakh crore, providing
opportunities to startups, women entre-
preneurs and MSMEs to participate in
government procurement.On the finan-
cial front, easier access to credit has
emerged as a key reform area. Schemes
such as the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust
for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGT-
MSE), Emergency Credit Line Guaran-
tee Scheme (ECLGS) and (PMMY)
have expanded formal financing to mil-
lions of businesses. Since its launch in
2015, PMMY has sanctioned loans
worth over Rs 40 lakh crore through
more than 57 crore accounts.

RBI's Reform Push May Attract USD 40 bn
Capital Inflows,

New Delhi: The Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI)
decision to keep key interest
rates unchanged while un-
veiling a series of measures
to attract foreign capital
could pave the way for in-
flows of at least USD 40 bil-
lion, strengthen the rupee
and lower borrowing costs,
according to a report by the
State Bank of India (SBI).

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), in its lat-
est review, unanimously de-
cided to maintain the repo
rate at 5.25 per cent and re-
tain its neutral stance despite
growing global uncertain-
ties. At the same time, the
central bank introduced a set
ofreforms aimed at boosting
foreign participation in In-
dia’s financial markets and
improving the country’s ex-
ternal sector resilience.

SBI Research, in its
Ecowrap report, said the
RBI’s latest policy reflects a
careful balancing of infla-
tion concerns and growth

priorities. While the central
bank revised its FY27
growth projection down-
ward by 30 basis points to
6.6 per cent, it raised its in-
flation forecast by 50 basis
points to 5.1 per cent amid
concerns over global com-
modity prices, supply-chain
disruptions, weather-related
uncertainties and the possi-
bility of El Nifio conditions
affecting agricultural out-
put.

The report noted that the
policy language indicated
greater vigilance towards in-
flation and exchange-rate
stability. According to SBI,
the RBI’s emphasis that
movements in the rupee are
notalways aligned with eco-
nomic fundamentals sends a
strong signal against specu-
lative pressures in the cur-
rency market. It said such an
approach is intended to rein-
force confidence and pre-
vent unnecessary volatility
in the foreign exchange mar-
ket.

Among the most signifi-
cant measures announced by
the RBI is the inclusion of
newly issued 15-year, 30-
year and 40-year govern-
ment securities under the

Fully Accessible Route
(FAR), allowing foreign
portfolio investors unre-

stricted access to these in-
struments. The SBI said the
move, combined with tax
incentives introduced by the
government, is likely to
make Indian government
bonds significantly more at-
tractive to global investors.
The report observed that
foreign investor participa-
tion under FAR remains rel-
atively low, with only a
small portion of the avail-
able limit currently utilized.
With substantial investment
headroom available, SBI be-
lieves the reforms could lead
to a sizeable increase in for-
eign inflows into the govern-
ment securities market.
According to the report,
greater foreign participation

would increase demand for
government bonds, improve
liquidity in long-term secu-
rities, reduce borrowing
costs for the government,
and provide support to the
rupee. It could also strength-
en India’s case for wider in-
clusion in global bond indi-
ces, further
broadening the in-
vestor base.

SBI  esti-
mated that the
tax ~ exemp-
tions available
to foreign in-
vestors could
translate  into
benefits  worth
between Rs 4,500
crore and Rs 6,000
crore, enhancing post-tax
returns and further encour-
aging investment in Indian
debt markets.

The report said the cu-
mulative impact of the bond
market reforms, incentives
for overseas borrowing and
measures to attract foreign
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currency deposits could re-
sult in capital inflows ex-
ceeding USD 40 billion.
Such inflows, it added,
could help stabilize the ru-
pee and potentially pull it
back toward the 92-93 per
dollar range.

The RBI has also an-
nounced conces-
sional foreign
exchange
swap facili-

ties to en-
courage
external
commer-
cial  bor-
rowings
(ECBs) by
public  sector
undertakings until
September 30.

The SBI said the initia-
tive is particularly signifi-
cant as ECB inflows de-
clined sharply in FY26. By
lowering the effective cost
of overseas borrowing, the
scheme is expected to en-
courage public sector enti-

ties to access international
capital markets more ag-
gressively while reducing
pressure on domestic fund-
ing channels.

Another key measure
relates to Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank), or
FCNR(B), deposits. The
SBI said the RBI’s decision
to bear hedging costs and
certain regulatory expenses
will allow banks to offer
more attractive returns to
non-resident Indians. The
report suggested that these
incentives could lead to sub-
stantial foreign currency in-
flows, potentially surpass-
ing the USD 34 billion
mobilized  during  the
FCNR(B) deposit drive of
2013.

The report also wel-
comed the RBI’s decision to
restore the time limit for re-
alization and repatriation of
export proceeds to nine
months from the temporary
15-month window that had
been introduced during the

pandemic. Faster realization
of export earnings is expect-
ed to improve foreign ex-
change availability and
strengthen external sector
liquidity.

On the domestic front,
SBI highlighted that credit
growth has remained robust
despite global headwinds.
Bank credit expanded by
16.2 per cent year-on-year
as of mid-May 2026, driven
by strong lending to retail
borrowers, the services sec-
tor, MSMEs and large indus-
tries. Agricultural credit also
continued to register steady
growth.

The report further noted
that the RBI’s proactive li-
quidity management mea-
sures have helped keep the
banking system in surplus
liquidity territory, although
funding conditions have
tightened somewhat in re-
cent months. Going for-
ward, the drawdown of gov-
ernment cash balances and
the seasonal return of cur-

Support Rupee: SBI Report

rency during the monsoon
period are expected to sup-
port liquidity conditions.

The SBI concluded that
the RBI’s latest policy pack-
age marks a significant shift
towards strengthening ex-
ternal sector stability while
preserving growth momen-
tum.

The report maintained
that the central bank is likely
to remain cautious in the
coming months and expects
a pause in the August mone-
tary policy review, arguing
that growth considerations
could continue to outweigh
the case for an aggressive
rate-hiking cycle.

With a combination of
monetary prudence and
structural reforms, the re-
port said, the RBI has laid
the groundwork for stronger
capital inflows, improved
market confidence and
greater resilience in the In-
dian economy amid an in-
creasingly uncertain global
environment.
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