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New Delhi : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday highlighted the 
achievements of women 
across various sectors 
over the past 12 years, 
asserting that the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government's focus on 
women-led development has 
expanded opportunities and 
empowered women to play a 
larger role in nation-building.

In a series of posts on 
social media platform X, 
Modi said the government's 
efforts had enabled women 
to make significant 
strides in fields ranging 
from financial inclusion 
and entrepreneurship to 
education, healthcare, 
sanitation, housing, sports, 
science and governance.

"Over the last 12 years, 
the NDA Government has 
worked to further women-
led development. And, this 
is visible across sectors," the 
Prime Minister said.

"From financial inclusion 
and entrepreneurship to 
education, healthcare, 
sanitation, housing, sports, 
science and governance, 
women are playing a 
prominent role across diverse 
sectors," he added.

Emphasising the 
government's approach 
towards women's welfare and 
empowerment, Modi said the 
initiatives undertaken during 
the past decade were rooted 
in "dignity, opportunity and 
empowerment".

"The efforts of the NDA 
Government are rooted in 
dignity, opportunity and 
empowerment. They have 
helped create an environment 
where women can realise 
their full potential and 
contribute even more 
strongly to nation-building," 
he said, using the hashtag 
#12YearsOfNariShakti.

The Prime Minister 
also expressed satisfaction 
over the growing presence 

of women in emerging and 
technology-driven sectors, 
particularly science, space 

research and innovation.
"I am particularly happy 

to see India's Nari Shakti 
make a mark in sectors 
like science, space and 
innovation. Their growing 
participation in emerging 
fields such as drone 
technology is opening new 
avenues of opportunity and 
transforming development 
landscape across the nation," 

Modi said.
He further underlined 

the role of Self Help Groups 

(SHGs) in promoting 
financial independence 
among women and said the 
government was actively 
supporting such collectives.

"Our Government is 
actively supporting Self Help 
Groups, which are going a 
long way in making women 
financially independent," he 
said.

The Prime Minister's 

remarks came as the NDA 
government highlighted 
its achievements since 
assuming office at the Centre 
in 2014. Over the years, the 
government has launched 
several schemes aimed 
at improving the socio-
economic status of women, 
including initiatives focused 
on financial inclusion, 
sanitation, housing, maternal 
health, entrepreneurship and 
skill development.

The government has also 
sought to encourage greater 
participation of women in 
leadership roles, science and 
technology, and emerging 
sectors such as drone 
operations and startups.

The hashtag 
#12YearsOfNariShakti has 
been used by the BJP and 
the government to showcase 
the contribution of women 
and the impact of various 
welfare and empowerment 
programmes implemented 
during the NDA's tenure.

PM highlights women’s empowerment 
as NDA govt marks 12 yrs in office New Delhi: Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday expressed deep 
grief over the passing of 
veteran Indian shooter and 
renowned coach Jaspal 
Rana, describing his death 
as a profound loss to Indian 
sports and the shooting 
fraternity.

In a post on social 
media platform X, the 
Prime Minister paid tribute 
to Rana's remarkable 
contributions to Indian 
shooting, both as an 
accomplished athlete and as 
a mentor to young talent.

“Deeply saddened by 
the passing of Shri Jaspal 
Rana Ji. His passing is a 
profound loss to the world 
of Indian sports,” Modi said.

Highlighting Rana's 
achievements on the 
international stage, the Prime 
Minister said, “He brought 
immense glory to the nation 
through his extraordinary 
achievements in shooting. 
Equally remarkable was his 
contribution as a mentor, 

shaping and guiding 
young athletes with great 
dedication.”

Modi noted that 

Rana's commitment to 
excellence and discipline 
had earned him widespread 
respect across the 
sporting community. “His 
unwavering commitment 
to excellence, discipline 
and service to the sporting 
world earned him immense 
admiration,” he said.

Extending condolences 
to the bereaved family 
and the sports fraternity, 
the Prime Minister added, 
“My thoughts are with his 

family, friends and the entire 
sporting fraternity in this 
hour of grief. Om Shanti.”

Jaspal Rana was one 
of India's most celebrated 
shooters, winning multiple 
medals at international 
competitions, including 
the Asian Games and 
Commonwealth Games. 
A specialist in pistol 
shooting, he played a key 
role in popularising the 
sport in India and later 
devoted himself to coaching 
and nurturing the next 
generation of shooters. 
His contributions to Indian 
shooting earned him several 
national honours and a 
lasting place among the 
country's sporting icons.

The news of his 
demise prompted an 
outpouring of tributes 
from athletes, coaches 
and sports administrators, 
who remembered him as a 
champion competitor and 
a dedicated mentor whose 
influence extended far 
beyond the shooting range.

PM Modi mourns passing of 
shooting legend Jaspal Rana

New Delhi: Senior Congress 
leaders Rahul Gandhi and 
Mallikarjun Kharge on Friday 
expressed profound grief over 
the demise of legendary shooter 
and celebrated coach Jaspal Rana, 
describing him as one of India's 
greatest sporting icons whose 
contributions transformed the 
country's shooting landscape and 
inspired generations of athletes.

In a post on social media 
platform X, Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
said he was "deeply saddened" 
by the passing of Rana, whom 
he described as one of India's 
finest shooting champions and an 
inspirational mentor.

"Deeply saddened by the 
passing of Jaspal Rana ji, one of 

India's finest shooting champions 
and a mentor who inspired 
generations of athletes," Gandhi 
said.

Highlighting Rana's 
influence beyond his competitive 
achievements, Gandhi noted that 
his commitment to excellence and 
his service to Indian sport would 
be remembered for years to come.

"His dedication to excellence 
and his immense contribution to 
Indian sport have left an enduring 
mark on our nation," he said, 
while extending his sympathies 
to the bereaved family and the 
sporting community.

"My heartfelt condolences to 
his family, loved ones, and the 
entire sporting fraternity," Gandhi 
added.

Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge also paid 
tribute to the shooting legend, 
calling him a towering figure 
in Indian sport and one of the 
country's greatest shooting 
champions.

"Deeply saddened by the 
passing of Jaspal Rana ji, a 
towering figure in Indian sport 
and one of our greatest shooting 
champions," Kharge said in his 
message on X.

Recalling Rana's 
achievements as both an athlete 
and a coach, Kharge said his 
contribution to Indian sport went 
far beyond the medals he won for 
the country.

"From bringing glory to India 
on the world stage to nurturing 

future generations of shooters, his 
contribution to Indian sport was 
truly extraordinary," he said.

Kharge also referred to Rana's 
stint in public life, noting that 
he had sought to serve his home 
state of Uttarakhand beyond the 
sporting arena. "He even delved in 
public service to work for his state 
of Uttarakhand," the Congress 
chief said.

Offering condolences, Kharge 
said, "My heartfelt condolences to 
his family, friends and the entire 
sporting fraternity."

Rana, one of India's most 
decorated shooters, passed away 
on Thursday night at the age of 
49 following a cardiac emergency. 
Widely regarded as a pioneer 
of Indian shooting, he won 

multiple medals at international 
competitions, including the Asian 
Games and Commonwealth 
Games, and later emerged as one 
of the country's most respected 
coaches. His guidance played a 
significant role in shaping a new 
generation of Indian shooters and 
strengthening India's standing in 
the sport on the global stage.

Tributes have poured in from 
across the political spectrum 
and the sporting fraternity, with 
leaders, athletes and officials 
remembering Rana not only for his 
remarkable achievements but also 
for his dedication to mentoring 
young talent and advancing Indian 
shooting.

Rahul Gandhi, Kharge mourn Jaspal Rana, 
hail his lasting contribution to Indian Shooting

Washington: The 
World Bank has lowered 
its global growth forecast 
to its weakest level since 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
warning that the economic 
fallout from the conflict 
in West Asia is spreading 
well beyond the region and 
putting additional pressure 
on countries around the 
world.

In its latest Global 
Economic Prospects report 
released on Thursday, the 
global lender projected 
world economic growth of 
2.5 per cent in 2026, down 
from 2.9 pc a year earlier. 
Global inflation is expected 
to average 4 pc, reflecting 
continued price pressures 
across many economies.

The downgrade comes 
as rising energy costs linked 
to the US-Israeli war with 
Iran continue to ripple 
through global markets, 
with higher energy prices 
leading to surging inflation, 
as well as increasing the risk 
of central banks keeping 
interest rates elevated for 
longer periods of time, or 
otherwise tightening their 
monetary policies for further 
containment of price growth.

It further warned that 
developing economies 
were the ones bearing the 
brunt of this crisis, due to 
facing higher import costs, 
weaker growth prospects 
and increasing pressure on 

public finances.
To help cushion the 

impact, the institution 
said it was making up to 
USD $60 billion available 
immediately for developing 
countries. That figure could 
possibly rise to as much as 
US$100 billion over the 
next 15 months, depending 
on demand and evolving 
economic conditions.

As per the latest report, 
growth projections for 
around two-thirds of all 
economies have been revised 
down since the World Bank's 
previous assessment in 
January.

The bank said 
geopolitical tensions, 
ongoing conflicts and 
uncertainty in global 
markets continue to weigh 
heavily on investment, trade 
and consumer confidence.

Indermit Gill, the 
institution's chief economist, 
said ending conflicts would 
be one of the most effective 
ways to improve economic 
prospects, particularly for the 
more vulnerable and poorer 
countries that often suffer 
the greatest consequences 
despite being far removed 
from the fighting.

"The first thing is to end 
the conflict in Ukraine, in the 
Gulf, and in Central Africa, 
and not start any new wars," 
Gill said.

"War anywhere is bad for 
poor people everywhere."

World Bank lowers global growth 
projections to weakest level since 

COVID-19 amid West Asia conflict

Mumbai : In a raid, the Food 
Safety Department has uncovered 
a case involving the sale of 
substandard and misleading 
products under the label of 
“Rabdi Kulfi,” raising fresh 
concerns about food adulteration 
and consumer safety.

Acting on specific 
information, food safety 
officials conducted a surprise 
inspection at a manufacturing 
unit in Mumbai’s Kandivali 
area on Friday. During the raid, 
authorities found a large stock of 
so-called Rabdi Kulfi and other 
dairy-based products.

Preliminary investigations 
revealed several irregularities 
in the manufacturing process, 
prompting officials to seize the 
products and initiate further 
action.

The most startling finding 
was that the product marketed 
as traditional Rabdi Kulfi was 
allegedly being prepared using 
palm oil, starch and other low-
cost ingredients instead of milk, 

rabdi and other ingredients 
typically used in authentic 

kulfi. Officials said the practice 
amounted to misleading 
consumers and compromising 
product quality.

The inspection also revealed 
serious labelling violations. 

Authorities found that some 
products carried inaccurate 

information about ingredients, 
while others lacked mandatory 
labelling requirements altogether. 
Officials stated that such 
practices constitute violations of 
the Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006, and are considered 
serious offences under food 
safety regulations.

Samples of the seized kulfi 
and cream products have been 
sent to an accredited laboratory 
for detailed analysis. The test 
results are expected to provide 
clarity on the composition, 
quality and potential health 
implications of the products. 
Based on the findings, authorities 
said administrative and legal 
action would be initiated against 
the manufacturer. Penalties could 
include fines and cancellation 
of licences if violations are 

established.
The Food Safety Department 

has urged consumers to carefully 
check product labels, ingredient 
lists and brand details before 
purchasing food items.

Officials noted that 
enforcement drives against 
adulterated and misbranded food 
products have intensified across 
several states in recent months. 
Similar violations involving 
kulfi, falooda and dairy products 
have been detected in earlier 
inspections, highlighting the 
need for stricter compliance and 
consumer awareness.

Authorities reiterated their 
commitment to taking stringent 
action against businesses that 
compromise public health by 
manufacturing or selling unsafe 
food products.

OMG! Raid exposes fake Rabdi Kulfi made 
with Palm Oil and Starch in Mumbai

Mumbai : Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
12-year tenure is significant 
not merely because of its 
duration but because it has 
enhanced India's stature 
and recognition across the 
world.

Congratulating Modi 
on becoming one of the 
longest-serving Prime 
Ministers, Fadnavis 
reviewed the achievements 
of the NDA government 
and highlighted the 
transformation witnessed in 
both India and Maharashtra 
under Modi's leadership. 
He asserted that the 
country has made historic 
progress in the fields of 
economy, social welfare, 
infrastructure and global 
diplomacy.

According to Fadnavis, 
Prime Minister Modi has 
received 32 international 
honours so far, including 
24 of the highest civilian 
awards conferred by various 
countries. He also noted 
that several global rating 
agencies have recognised 
Modi as a popular and 
influential leader.

The Chief Minister 
pointed out that the NDA 
is currently in power in 22 
states, governing regions 
that account for nearly 
80 per cent of India's 
population.

Fadnavis further 
claimed that around 25 
crore people have been 
lifted out of extreme 
poverty during the Modi 
government's tenure. He 
said 81 crore citizens are 
benefiting from the food 
security programme, while 
the Jan Dhan Yojana has 
enabled 32 crore women 
to actively participate 

in the banking system. 
Under the 'Lakhpati Didi' 
initiative, nearly three crore 
women across the country 
have become financially 
empowered, including 
over 50 lakh women in 
Maharashtra.

He added that four crore 
houses have been completed 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana, with work 
underway on another three 
crore homes. Welfare 
initiatives related to 
healthcare, insurance and 
social security have also 
contributed to improving 
the quality of life of 
ordinary citizens, he said.

Fadnavis Mocks Raut's 
Suggestion on Opposition 
Unity

Responding to Shiv 
Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay 
Raut's recent suggestion 
that all opposition parties 
should unite under the 
Congress banner and be led 
by NCP (Sharadchandra 
Pawar) chief Sharad Pawar, 
Fadnavis dismissed the 
proposal with the remark, 
"Beghani Shaadi Mein 
Abdullah Deewana."

He said there was 
no need to comment on 
a proposal put forward 
by a person who belongs 
neither to the Congress nor 
to Sharad Pawar's party. 
Fadnavis further alleged 
that the Congress is a 
"sinking ship" and claimed 
that no political leader 
would be willing to board 
it.

Modi elevated India's 
global standing during 
12-year tenure: Fadnavis

Mumbai : Mumbai 
city sweltered at 32 degrees 
Celsius Friday as a delayed 
monsoon prolonged the hot 
and humid conditions across 
the metropolis, the India 
Meteorological Department 
said.

Temperature touched 
32°C at 10 AM with 
humidity at 71%, making 
it feel like 40°C, weather 
data showed. Maximum 
temperature is expected 
to hover around 33-35°C 
during the day, while 
minimum will be around 
29-30°C.

IMD forecast partly 
cloudy skies with a 41% 
chance of light rain or 
thundershowers.However, 
sustained monsoon rainfall 
is unlikely before June 15, 

officials said.
The delay marks a 

contrast to last year, when 

Mumbai witnessed the 
earliest onset of the monsoon 
on record. In 2025, the rains 
reached the city on May 26, 
bringing an early start to the 

season. This year, residents 
are instead facing several 
additional days of humid 

and uncomfortable weather 
before widespread rainfall 
is expected.

The southwest 
monsoon, which reached 

Kerala early, has stalled 
over Konkan. Mumbai and 
adjoining Thane are likely 
to witness only intermittent 
pre-monsoon showers until 
the system advances further, 
IMD sources said.

Skymet too projected 
monsoon onset over 
Mumbai around June 15, 
with a margin of one day 
on either side. A low-
level cyclonic circulation 
developing over the Arabian 
Sea off Goa coast by June 13 
may trigger rains between 
June 14-16.

Meanwhile, Air Quality 
Index remained ‘Moderate’ 
at 61, with PM2.5 as the 
primary pollutant. UV 
index was recorded at 5-7, 
indicating high exposure 
risk.

Delayed monsoon keeps Mumbai hot 
and humid; temperature hits 32°C
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Bengaluru:  Former Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Fri-
day rejected allegations of discrimi-
nation in the allocation of grants by 
the Backward Classes Welfare De-
partment, asserting that the prelimi-
nary sanction process was carried out 
strictly in accordance with govern-
ment norms and without favouring 
any particular community.

In a clarification issued amid 
criticism over the distribution of 
grants to backward class organisa-
tions, Siddaramaiah said the depart-
ment had granted preliminary ap-
proval for projects worth Rs 71.85 
crore for the construction of commu-
nity halls and student hostels benefit-
ing around 155 backward class asso-
ciations and organisations across the 
state.

He emphasised that the approved 
list was only a preliminary sanction 
and not the final list of beneficiaries.

Responding to allegations that 
the Kuruba community had received 
a disproportionately higher share of 
the grants, Siddaramaiah said the 
number of applications submitted by 
Kuruba organisations was signifi-
cantly higher than those from other 
communities.

"The grants were sanctioned af-
ter examining applications received 
by the department. No discrimina-
tion was intentionally made against 
any community," he said.

He added that applications sub-
mitted by organisations belonging to 
several other backward communities 
were also under consideration and 
would be processed in the coming 
days.

According to the former Chief 

Minister, preliminary approvals have 
been issued for projects benefiting 
communities including Kuruba, 
Madiwala, Lingayat, Vokkaliga, 
Besta, Balija, Golla, Jetti, Kumbara, 
Arasu, Helava, Savita Samaj, Uppa-
ra, Ganiga, Kuruhina Shetty, Halakki 
and Reddy, among others.

Siddaramaiah clarified that the 
order issued by the department does 
not amount to the release of funds. 
Beneficiary organisations must first 

submit required documents, includ-
ing building licences from local bod-
ies, three-year audit reports and other 
records, through the respective dis-
trict administration to the Backward 
Classes Welfare Department.

He said grants would be released 
in three phases based on the progress 
of construction works and periodic 
reviews conducted by the govern-
ment.

Explaining the allocation formu-
la, Siddaramaiah said existing gov-
ernment guidelines mandate that 70 
per cent of grants be earmarked for 
communities falling under Category 
1 and Category 2A, while the remain-
ing 30 per cent is reserved for com-
munities under Categories 3A and 
3B.

He maintained that some com-
munities received larger allocations 
primarily because a greater number 
of eligible groups belong to Catego-
ries 1 and 2A and because of the vol-
ume of applications received.

The clarification comes amid a 
political controversy over the distri-
bution of welfare grants, with oppo-
sition parties and some community 
leaders alleging bias in the selection 
of beneficiaries.

Siddaramaiah denies bias in 
Backward Class grant allocation Hyderabad: Telangana 

is rapidly emerging as one of 
India's most promising logis-
tics destinations, backed by 
strategic infrastructure in-
vestments, progressive poli-
cies and a future-focused vi-
sion, State IT and Industries 
Minister D Sridhar Babu 
said on Friday.

Delivering the keynote 
address at the International 
Conference on Shipping and 
Logistics 2026 (ICSL 2026), 
organised by the Federation 
of Telangana Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
(FTCCI) at HICC, the Minis-
ter said logistics is the back-
bone of economic growth, 
connecting manufacturers, 
farmers, businesses and mar-
kets.

He noted that in today's 
global trade environment, 
resilience, speed, reliability 
and adaptability have be-
come as important as effi-
ciency.

Highlighting Telanga-
na's achievements, Sridhar 
Babu said the state contrib-
utes nearly five percent to 
India's GDP, ranks seventh 
among merchandise-export-
ing states and recorded ex-

ports worth over Rs 1.61 lakh 
crore during 2024-25. De-
spite being landlocked, 
Telangana has transformed 
its geographical position into 
a strategic advantage through 
strong multimodal connec-
tivity, Logistics Policy 2.0, 
expanding air cargo infra-
structure and the upcoming 
Mega Multimodal Logistics 
Park at Manoharabad.

Inviting investors and 
industry leaders to partner 
with the state, the Minister 
said Telangana is ready to 
support industry, connect 
markets and build the logis-
tics ecosystem of the future.

FTCCI President Ravi 
Kumar said Hyderabad is 
well-positioned to emerge as 
India's premier hub-and-
spoke logistics destination, 
while Logistics Committee 
Chairman Kamal Jain said 
the conference brought to-
gether policymakers, indus-
try leaders, technology pro-
viders and academia to 
discuss the future of India's 
logistics sector.

The conference featured 
panel discussions on cargo 
infrastructure, multimodal 
freight transport, AI-driven 
logistics, and workforce de-
velopment.

Telangana emerging as major logistics hub, 
ready for future investments: Sridhar Babu

Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah has suggest-
ed opening the strategic In-
dian Air Force air base at 
Awantipora in south Kash-
mir for limited civilian flight 
operations during the pro-
posed closure of Srinagar 
International Airport in Oc-
tober this year.

The proposal was raised 
by the chief minister during 
separate meetings with 
union Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh and union Civil 
Aviation Minister Kinjarapu 
Rammohan Naidu in New 
Delhi, where he expressed 
concern over the proposed 
shutdown of Srinagar airport 
from October 1 to 16 under 
Phase III of the runway re-
surfacing project.

A J&K government 
spokesman said during the 
meetings, the Chief Minister 
underscored the importance 
of maintaining uninterrupted 
air connectivity to Jammu & 
Kashmir, particularly during 
the peak autumn tourism 
season when the Valley at-
tracts a large number of visi-
tors from across the country.

While acknowledging 

that the resurfacing works 
are essential for operational 
safety and fully respecting 
the operational assessment 
of the Indian Air Force, 
Omar Abdullah expressed 
concern over the timing of 
the final phase of the project, 
which coincides with one of 
the busiest periods for the 
tourism sector.

The chief minister in-
formed the union ministers 
that air services to the Valley 
have already been curtailed 
since April owing to the ear-
lier phases of the resurfacing 
programme. He noted that a 
complete suspension of 
flights during the first half of 

October would adversely af-
fect tourism, hospitality, 
transport, handicrafts and al-
lied sectors that sustain thou-
sands of livelihoods across 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Highlighting the broader 
economic implications, 
Omar said the proposed clo-
sure could lead to large-scale 
travel disruptions and can-
cellations, causing inconve-
nience to residents and visi-
tors alike while impacting 
business activity during a 
crucial tourism season.

In his meeting with the 
defence minister, the chief 
minister requested that the 
Indian Air Force examine the 

possibility of shortening or 
phasing the final stage of the 
runway works without com-
promising safety or opera-
tional requirements.

He further requested 
that, in the event a complete 
closure of Srinagar Airport 
becomes unavoidable, mini-
mal civil flight operations, 
commensurate with the op-
erational capacity of the 
Awantipora Air Base, may 
be permitted from the air 
base during the closure peri-
od to ensure essential air 
connectivity for the region.

Recalling his earlier ten-
ure as Chief Minister, Omar 
Abdullah noted that during 
the runway resurfacing 
works in September 2010, 
civil flights had successfully 
operated from Awantipora 
under a coordinated arrange-
ment involving the minis-
tries of defence and civil 
aviation.

“We are working on pos-
sible alternatives to mini-
mise the disruption & main-
tain a basic flight schedule as 
was done in the past when 
the airport closed for similar 
reasons in 1998 & 2010," the 
Chief Minister said.

Omar suggests opening Awantipora air base for 
civilian flights during Srinagar airport closure

Kolkata:  West Bengal 
Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari on Friday unveiled an 
ambitious "trident-shaped" 
strategy for reviving indus-
try in the state.

Adhikari said his gov-
ernment will revive manu-
facturing and attract invest-
ment to the state by focusing 
on a three-pronged strategy 
of promoting heavy indus-
tries, Micro Small and Me-
dium Enterprise (MSME) 
and food and horticulture 
processing.

Addressing a press con-
ference organised by the BJP 
to mark 12 years of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
government at the Centre, 
Adhikari said restoring con-
fidence among investors was 
essential to accelerating eco-
nomic growth and creating 
employment opportunities 
across the state.

He said the state's new 
BJP government was work-
ing on what he described as a 
"trident-shaped" develop-
ment model. 

"It is centred on heavy 
industries, MSMEs, and 
food and horticulture pro-
cessing," said the chief min-
ister.

The initiative would in-
clude the establishment of 
processing units and ancil-
lary industries aimed at 
strengthening the rural and 
industrial economy.

"We have formed a team 
and a minister is overseeing 
the preparations. We are re-
ceiving several proposals, 
but we do not want to make 
promises that cannot be ful-
filled," Adhikari said.

Highlighting the state's 
industrial potential, he 
stressed the importance of 
railway-linked manufactur-

ing and engineering sectors. 
Referring to the Kanchrapa-
ra Railway Workshop, he 
said its expansion, along 
with the development of rail-
centric industries, could gen-
erate substantial employ-
ment opportunities. He also 
added that other railway 
workshops across the state 
will be revived and expand-
ed.

"The railway workshops 
have a tremendous potential 
to generate jobs. We will fo-
cus on expanding them," Ad-
hikari said.

He also revisited the is-
sue of Singur, saying his 
government would seek to 
bring the Tata Group back to 
West Bengal. He noted that 
the land acquired for the 
abandoned Nano project was 
no longer under government 
control, having been re-
turned to the original 
landowners.T

Tata Motors had aban-
doned their plans to bring out 
the Nano car from the rural 
pocket of Singur in Hooghly 
district, but aborted the proj-
ect following an intense anti-
land acquisition agitation 
spearheaded by the then 
principal opposition Trin-
amool Congress. The Nano 

later rolled out from Guja-
rat's Sanand.

According to him, agri-
culture and pisciculture are 
no longer viable on much of 
the land because of structural 
alterations made during the 
earlier industrial project. 
"The land contains rods, ce-
ment and other construction 
materials, making cultiva-
tion difficult," he said.

The CM said his govern-
ment would welcome invest-
ment but would subject pro-
spective investors to rigorous 
scrutiny before extending 
support or allocating land.

"We want credible busi-
ness players to come to Ben-
gal. We will examine wheth-
er companies have been 
involved in bank fraud, land 
fraud or money-laundering 
investigation. We will also 
determine whether they gen-
uinely intend to establish in-
dustries here or are merely 
visiting for courtesy meet-
ings or investment sum-
mits," he said.

Adhikari maintained 
that improved governance, 
industrial expansion and job 
creation would help revive 
Bengal's economy and the 
givernment has already set 
the ball rolling.

Focus on "trident" strategy for reviving Bengal's 
industry and economy: CM Suvendu Adhikari

Srinagar:  Peoples Con-
ference president and MLA 
Sajad Lone took a dig at 
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah over his meeting with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi, ques-
tioning the timing of the in-
teraction ahead of the Na-
tional Conference’s 
proposed protest at Jantar 
Mantar demanding restora-
tion of statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In a post on X, Lone said 
that although he was abroad, 
he couldn’t stop himself 
from reacting after learning 
about the meeting between 
the Chief Minister and the 
Prime Minister.

Calling the proposed 
protest “a joke”, Lone said 
there was “a sense of tim-
ing” and argued that the 
Chief Minister should have 

met the Prime Minister after 
the protest instead of before 
it.

“A start to the proposed 
protest at Jantar Mantar. 
What a joke. There is a sense 
of timing. Even if we will be 
lectured now that the date 
had been fixed earlier, CM 
sahib should have met after 
the protest,” Lone wrote on 
Thursday evening.

Drawing parallels with 
the events preceding the Au-
gust 5, 2019 abrogation of 
Article 370, Lone alleged 
that leaders had similarly 
met the Prime Minister 
shortly before the constitu-
tional changes and subse-
quent detentions.

“Why do I get this feel-
ing.They did the same in 
2019. And met the same PM 
sahib a day or so before ab-
rogation. And I think final-

ised who will be housed 
where after detention ,” he 
said, while also taking a sar-
castic swipe at the Chief 
Minister, accusing him of 
“cracking a joke at the ex-
pense of those who voted for 
him.”“I can visualise CM 
sahib telling PM sahib. Sir 
we have to do some bit of 
theatrics. That fake wooden 

smile. Sir, Uncle must have 
briefed you,” Lone said

On Thursday J&K Chief 
Minister called on Prime 
Minister in New Delhi and 
discussed a range of key is-
sues concerning Jammu & 
Kashmir, including the early 
restoration of statehood, the 
economic situation and de-
velopmental priorities of 

J&K.
During the meeting, the 

Chief Minister conveyed the 
aspirations of the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir for the 
early restoration of state-
hood, underlining that it 
would mark an important 
step in strengthening demo-
cratic institutions, deepen-
ing public participation and 
advancing the next phase of 
the region’s development.

He requested that the 
process be taken forward at 
the earliest.

Last week, after a mara-
thon meeting, the National 
Conference announced that 
its legislators and MPs 
would stage a protest at Jan-
tar Mantar in New Delhi on 
the opening day of the Mon-
soon session to press for the 
restoration of statehood to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sajad Lone questions timing of Omar- Modi meet 
ahead of NC proposed protest on statehood

Patna:  On the eve of World Day 
Against Child Labour, Bihar Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker Prem Kumar 
said that child labour continues to re-
main a serious blot on society and 
humanity, and called upon all sec-
tions of society to work collectively 
to ensure that every child enjoys a 
safe, secure and dignified childhood.

Addressing the issue, Prem Ku-
mar emphasised that children are the 
foundation of the nation's future and 
that safeguarding their rights and 
well-being should be a shared re-
sponsibility. He said the persistence 
of child labour reflects a challenge 
that demands sustained public aware-
ness and coordinated action.

The Speaker stated that every 
child has the fundamental right to a 
secure childhood, quality education, 
proper nutrition and a life of dignity. 
Denying children these basic rights 
by forcing them into labour, he said, 
deprives them of opportunities nec-
essary for their physical, emotional 
and intellectual development.

He observed that child labour not 
only violates the constitutional and 
fundamental rights of children but 
also weakens the country's prospects 
for progress. According to him, a na-
tion cannot achieve its full potential 
if its children are compelled to sacri-
fice their education and childhood for 
survival.Prem Kumar highlighted 

that both the Central Government 
and the Bihar Government have been 
implementing several welfare initia-
tives aimed at eliminating child la-
bour and ensuring that children re-
main within the education system.

He pointed to programmes such 
as the Right to Education Act, which 
guarantees free and compulsory edu-
cation for children, as an important 
tool in addressing the root causes of 
child labour. The legislation, he not-
ed, has played a significant role in 
increasing school enrolment and re-
ducing barriers to education.The 
Speaker also referred to the Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan, describing it as a 
comprehensive initiative designed to 

improve access to quality education 
and strengthen educational infra-
structure across the country. Such 
measures, he said, encourage chil-
dren to attend school rather than enter 
the workforce prematurely.He fur-
ther highlighted the contribution of 
the Mid-Day Meal Scheme, stating 
that the programme not only address-
es nutritional needs among school-
going children but also serves as an 
incentive for families to send their 
children to school regularly.Apart 
from educational interventions, 
Prem Kumar said various social se-
curity measures introduced by gov-
ernments are helping vulnerable 
families 

Child labour, blot on humanity, every child 
deserves education and dignity: Prem

Patna:  Bihar Chief Minister Sam-
rat Choudhary on friday expressed deep 
sorrow over the death of three Station 
House Officers (SHOs) and a vehicle 
driver in a tragic road accident in Begu-
sarai district.

In his condolence message, the 
Chief Minister described the incident as 
“extremely sad and painful.”

The four victims, including three 
police station heads from Madhepura 
district, were killed when their car col-

lided with a truck on National High-
way-31 under the Sahebpur Kamal po-
lice station area of Begusarai late 
Thursday night.

“This irreparable loss is a profound 
shock to the entire police family,” 
Choudhary said.

He prayed for the eternal peace of 
the departed souls and conveyed his 
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved 
families.The Chief Minister also as-
sured that the Bihar government stands 

firmly with the grieving families during 
this difficult time and will extend all 
possible support to them.

The deceased include the SHOs of 
Belari, Arar and Ratwara police stations 
in Madhepura district, along with the 
driver of the vehicle. All the three offi-
cers were returning to Madhepura by car 
after completing a training programme 
in Patna, when the accident took place.

Police have initiated an investiga-
tion into the accident.

Bihar CM mourns death of three SHOs, 
driver in Begusarai road accident

Srinagar :  J&K Police 
on Friday ordered a inquiry 
into alleged misconduct by 
police personnel at Police 
Station Kunzer in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict.

According to police the 
incident stems from June 10, 
when a police team from PS 
Kunzer was executing a sta-
tus quo order issued by the 
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class 
(JMIC) Tangmarg, in Dhobi-
wan village and initiated le-
gal and preventive proceed-

ings.
Police said an altercation 

later reportedly took place 
inside the police station in-
volving an advocate and po-
lice personnel, following 
which allegations regarding 
the conduct of police offi-
cials surfaced.

“In view of the concerns 
expressed and in order to en-
sure complete transparency, 
fairness and objectivity, SSP 
Baramulla has directed for a 
detailed inquiry into the en-
tire sequence of events, 

which has been entrusted to a 
Gazetted Officer,” the state-
ment said.

The inquiry shall exam-
ine all aspects of the incident, 
including the conduct of all 
persons involved, the cir-
cumstances leading to the 
registration of the case, and 
any allegations of miscon-
duct or use of force.

“Statements of all con-
cerned persons shall be re-
corded and all available evi-
dence shall be examined,” 
police statement said.

“..It is assured that if any 
lapse, misconduct or devia-
tion from established proce-
dures on the part of any po-
lice personnel is found 
during the course of inquiry, 
appropriate action shall be 
taken and accountability 
shall be ensured strictly in 
accordance with law,” police 
added.

The investigation into 
the registered case and the 
departmental inquiry will 
proceed independently, po-
lice said.

Inquiry ordered into alleged police 
misconduct at Kunzer police station
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Mumbai: The city’s local 
municipal body has removed 
unauthorized expansions built 
by food stalls and restaurants 
in the Seven Bungalows area. 
These structures were built 
right under the Versova Metro 

Station.
Videos of the cleanup 

drive appeared online, show-
ing heavy machinery knock-
ing down the illegal setups. 
The targeted shops had used 
up public walkways to expand 

their eating spaces, creating 
narrow bottlenecks in the 
lanes.City workers supervised 
the field activity to ensure 
public spaces were cleared 
properly. 

This action is part of a 

City Force Breaks Down Illegal Food Stalls Near Metro Line

larger ongoing citywide ef-
fort to clear blocked paths 
and keep roads open for 
regular citizens.The Mum-
bai municipal corporation 

has successfully executed a 
targeted enforcement drive 
in the Seven Bungalows 
neighborhood, systemati-
cally dismantling unautho-

rized structural expansions 
built by local food stalls and 
commercial restaurants. 

The localized opera-
tion focused specifically on 
clearing the congested zone 
located directly beneath the 
bustling Versova Metro Sta-
tion, where multiple food 
outlets had encroached 
upon public property. By 
deploying specialized field 
teams, the civic body aims 
to reclaim valuable urban 
space that had been grad-
ually monopolized by pri-
vate commercial interests 
at the expense of ordinary 

commuters. 
This decisive action 

underscores the city’s com-
mitment to restoring spatial 
order around high-traffic 
public transit hubs, ensur-
ing that infrastructure re-
mains accessible to the gen-
eral public.

The enforcement ac-
tivity gained significant 
traction across social media 
platforms after several eye-
witness videos of the clean-
up drive emerged online, 
showing municipal workers 
utilizing heavy machinery 
to demolish the illegal set-

ups.
 The footage captured 

the rapid removal of extend-
ed metal awnings, tempo-
rary seating arrangements, 
and unauthorized counters 
that local shop owners had 
constructed outward onto 
the public walkways. 

Over time, these un-
authorized expansions had 
completely taken over the 
pedestrian pavements, forc-
ing daily metro commuters 
to walk on the busy main 
road and creating danger-
ous traffic bottlenecks in the 
narrow lanes. 

Navi Mumbai: Four 
young individuals were 
safely brought out by 
emergency teams after 
being trapped inside a 
broken elevator in Khar-
ghar for about 30 min-
utes.

Firefighters quickly 
arrived at the building 
after receiving an emer-
gency call. They used 
specialized rescue tools 
to pry open the jammed 
metal doors while the 
youths waited inside.

A video of the rescue 
operation showed the 
team successfully creat-
ing a gap in the door. The 
relieved youths quickly 
climbed out of the eleva-
tor as soon as there was 
enough space.

Thanks to the quick 
arrival and efficient work 
of the response team, the 
situation was resolved 
smoothly. All four indi-
viduals were evacuated 
safely without any inju-
ries.

An emergency re-
sponse unit successfully 
rescued four young in-
dividuals who became 
trapped inside a mal-
functioning elevator in 
the Kharghar node of 
Navi Mumbai. The group 
was confined within the 

stalled lift car for approx-
imately thirty minutes 
before emergency proto-
cols were fully executed 
to secure their release. 
Upon receiving an ur-
gent distress call from the 
building management, 
localized firefighting 
teams were dispatched 
to the high-rise structure 
to handle the situation. 
The incident highlights 
the critical importance 
of rapid-response net-
works and specialized 
equipment in resolving 
mechanical infrastructure 
failures within expanding 
urban residential zones.

The rescue operation 
was initiated immediate-
ly as first responders ar-
rived at the scene and es-
tablished verbal contact 
with the trapped occu-
pants to ensure their safe-
ty and calm their anxiet-
ies. Utilizing heavy-duty 
specialized rescue equip-
ment, including hydraulic 
spreaders and pry tools, 
the firefighters focused 
their efforts on manually 
overriding the jammed 
metal doors of the eleva-
tor shaft. The technical 
team carefully calculat-
ed their leverage points 
to force open the align-
ment without causing a 

secondary mechanical 
failure or dropping the 
elevator car. Throughout 
the tense half-hour pro-
cess, the response team 
maintained continuous 
communication with the 
youth to monitor venti-
lation levels inside the 
shaft.

The technical pre-
cision of the extraction 
was captured in a mobile 
video recording that later 
circulated online, docu-
menting the exact mo-
ment the rescue techni-
cians successfully created 
a viable structural gap 
in the reinforced doors. 
The footage showed the 
relieved individuals sys-
tematically climbing out 
of the compressed space 
as soon as the opening 
was wide enough to per-
mit a safe exit. Thanks to 
the efficient coordination, 
rapid arrival, and me-
chanical expertise of the 
localized fire brigade, the 
high-stress scenario was 
resolved without any op-
erational delays. All four 
individuals were evac-
uated from the elevator 
shaft in stable condition, 
requiring no immedi-
ate medical attention or 
emergency hospitaliza-
tion.

Rescue Team Saves Four Youths 
Trapped in Broken Elevator

Mumbai: A 37-year-
old police constable 
named Dilip Dhamke 
suffered serious leg in-
juries when a heavy 
attachment broke off a 
large excavator. The in-
cident occurred while 
the machinery was being 
loaded onto a transport 
vehicle.The constable 
was driving past the spot 
on his motorcycle when 
the lifting belt holding 
the heavy metal piece 
snapped. The equipment 
crashed down directly 
onto his bike, causing 
severe damage.

A police team quick-
ly arrived at the scene 

to help. The operator 
of the machinery tried 
to run away on foot but 
was caught by onlook-
ers, who noticed he was 
under the influence of 
alcohol.The police have 
taken the operator into 
custody. They have filed 
an official case against 
him under local trans-
port and safety laws for 
reckless behavior.

A 37-year-old police 
constable, identified as 
Dilip Dhamke, was in-
jured in a mechanical ac-
cident in Mumbai when 
a heavy attachment de-
tached from a large ex-
cavator. 

Police Officer Hurt 
After Heavy Tool 

Falls from Machinery

Mumbai: A local 
auto-rickshaw driver has 
caught the attention of 
many people online after 
a video surfaced showing 
him working while car-
rying a portable oxygen 
cylinder.

The video shows the 
driver managing his dai-
ly routine with the medi-
cal tank placed right next 
to his seat. The footage 
quickly spread across so-
cial media, drawing praise 
from viewers who ad-
mired his strong work eth-
ic under tough conditions.
The clip has started online 
conversations about the 

hard work of everyday 
laborers. 

Many people called 
his story a great exam-
ple of resilience, show-
ing how some individu-
als must balance severe 
health challenges with 
the daily need to pro-
vide for their families.
An auto-rickshaw driver 
in Mumbai has captured 
the admiration of thou-
sands online after video 
footage surfaced showing 
him operating his vehicle 
while relying on a porta-
ble oxygen cylinder. The 
viral video, which quickly 
spread across multiple so-

cial media platforms, de-
picts the driver managing 
his daily passenger routes 
with the essential medical 
tank placed securely right 
next to his driver’s seat. 
The footage has drawn 
widespread praise from 
viewers who expressed 
deep respect for his deter-
mination and strong work 
ethic under such challeng-
ing personal circumstanc-
es.

The clip has sparked 
important online conver-
sations regarding the grit 
and daily struggles faced 
by unorganized laborers 
and transport workers. 

Local Auto Driver Inspires Public 
by Working with Oxygen Support
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Editorial

The public outcry erupting in Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir is not merely an outburst of local discontent; it is an ex-
plosion of popular sentiments that have been suppressed for 
decades. It appears that the patience of citizens living under 
the shadow of economic crisis, political neglect, and restric-
tions on human rights is running out. In this context, the is-
sue of occupied Kashmir has once again moved to the center 
stage of international discourse, offering clear indications 
that the region's future stands at a new historical crossroads.

The territory of Jammu and Kashmir held by Pakistan 
represents more than just a border dispute between two na-
tions; it is a raw, lingering wound from the unfinished busi-
ness of India's Partition. The consequences of political deci-
sions made in 1947, Pakistan's military interventions, and 
the complexities of international politics continue to impact 
the lives of millions today. The question of how much au-
tonomy actually exists in this region which has styled itself 
as 'Azad Kashmir' (Free Kashmir) for decades has once 
again confronted the world. The widespread agitation that 
has erupted in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in recent days, 
the harsh crackdown that followed, and the mounting local 
discontent clearly signal that the region has reached a piv-
otal historical juncture.

Today, Pakistan's economy is grappling with a severe 
crisis. Soaring inflation, a heavy debt burden, energy short-
ages, and unemployment have already made life difficult for 
ordinary citizens. Pakistan-occupied Kashmir has also 
borne the brunt of this situation. The movement launched by 
the Joint Awami Action Committee focusing on issues such 
as electricity tariffs, rising prices of essential commodities, 
political representation, and local rights has gained signifi-
cant momentum in recent days. The organization was 
banned, numerous activists were arrested, and large-scale 
security forces were deployed to crush the agitation. Violent 
clashes resulted in loss of life, internet services were sus-
pended, and serious questions regarding human rights were 
raised. These events have once again cast doubt on Paki-
stan's democratic system.

From India's perspective, this region has always been 
an integral part of its sovereign territory. Maharaja Hari 
Singh merged Jammu and Kashmir with India by signing a 
legal instrument of accession in October 1947. Subsequent-
ly, Pakistan seized a portion of this region through a tribal 
invasion. While a ceasefire brokered by the United Nations 
later established the Line of Control, this did not legitimize 
Pakistan's occupation. In 1994, the Indian Parliament unan-
imously passed a historic resolution reaffirming the stance 
that the entire Jammu and Kashmir region including the ar-
eas held by Pakistan is an integral part of India. This posi-
tion remains a cornerstone of India's foreign policy to this 
day.

The significance of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir ex-
tends beyond mere territory; the region is highly sensitive 
from cultural, religious, strategic, and economic stand-
points. The Sharda Peeth in the Neelam Valley is regarded 
as an ancient seat of learning for Indian culture. Scholars 
from across the Indian subcontinent once flocked there for 
study, yet today, this heritage stands neglected. Further-
more, there have been long-standing grievances regarding 
the imposition of Urdu and Punjabi influences on local lan-
guages and cultural identities. A struggle persists to pre-
serve languages such as Pashto, Shina, Hindko, Balti, and 
Pahari. History has repeatedly shown that when a region's 
language and culture are weakened, the historical identity 
of that society is also jeopardized.

Concerns are also consistently being raised regarding 
demographic changes in Gilgit-Baltistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir. A sense of alienation is growing among 
locals, who feel relegated to a secondary status in political 
decision-making processes. Amidst this, the conflict over 
reserved seats in the legislative assembly has intensified in 
the run-up to the upcoming elections. Local citizens feel 
that decisions regarding their future are made in Islamabad, 
while they are merely presented with a façade of nominal 
autonomy. Consequently, a movement that began with eco-
nomic grievances has now transformed into a struggle for 
political dignity and representation.

China’s role in this entire equation is equally signifi-
cant. Although the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is considered an economic lifeline for Pakistan, a 
substantial portion of it passes through territory claimed by 
India. For this reason, India has firmly opposed the project 
from the outset. By raising the issue of sovereignty, India 
has consistently articulated its stance on the international 
stage. While China's growing investment has heightened 
the region's strategic importance, there is little evidence to 
suggest that local citizens have reaped the expected eco-
nomic benefits.

Following the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, India 
adopted a clearer and more assertive stance regarding Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Subsequently, references to Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan began to feature more 
prominently in India's official discourse. In the Indian Par-
liament, on diplomatic platforms, and in various govern-
ment statements, it is consistently reiterated that this terri-
tory is an integral part of India. Consequently, India closely 
monitors political developments in the territories under 
Pakistan's control.

However, this issue cannot be viewed solely through 
the lens of nationalism. The residents of Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir are, first and foremost, human beings. Ensuring 
their access to security, dignity, development, education, 
healthcare, and democratic rights is also a responsibility of 
the international community. The situation is further exac-
erbated by actions such as firing upon protesters, internet 
shutdowns, mass arrests, and the practice of equating dis-
sent with terrorism. History has repeatedly demonstrated 
that suppression, rather than dialogue, is not a sustainable 
long-term solution for governance. The events unfolding in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir today are not merely a symbol 
of local discontent; they represent the struggle for self-re-
spect waged by the people of that region. For India, this is-
sue transcends a mere border dispute; it encompasses his-
torical, cultural, and constitutional rights. Conversely, for 
the citizens living there, it is a question of living with dig-
nity. Consequently, the times ahead will prove decisive for 
the region. While it is difficult to predict the direction the 
situation will take, one thing is certain: the hearts of the 
people cannot be won through the threat of the gun. Ulti-
mately, the course of history aligns with the aspirations of 
the people. Developments in occupied Kashmir demon-
strate that truth, no matter how long it is suppressed, cannot 
be buried forever. As the aspirations for justice, dignity, and 
self-respect among the people of that land intensify, so too 
will the pressure to find a definitive resolution to this issue.

Therefore, there is a need to view the developments in 
this region not merely through a strategic lens, but against 
the touchstone of human values and historical reality. His-
tory has repeatedly proven that the legitimate expectations 
of the people ultimately pave the way for change, and that 
very moment becomes the decisive turning point in any 
conflict.

On the Threshold 
of Change! As a remarkable step to-

wards sustainable, assured, 
and citizen-centric rural 
drinking water supply across 
India, reform-linked Memo-
randa of Understanding 
(MoUs) were signed today 
under Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) 2.0 with two States 
(Manipur and Bihar).

The reform-linked MoU 
mandates a Gram Panchay-
at-led, service-based and 
community-centred model 
of rural water governance, 
aligned with the objectives 
of Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 
and seeks to ensure that ev-
ery rural household has ac-
cess to drinking water sup-
ply in adequate quantity and 
of prescribed quality on a 
regular basis, through 
strengthened community 
participation (Jan water sup-
ply systems, thereby en-
hancing the living standards 
of rural communities con-
tributing to long-term water 
security aligned with the na-
tional vision of Viksit Bharat 
@2047.

The MoU with Manipur 
was signed in the presence 
of the Union Minister of Jal 
Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil, and 
Chief Minister of Manipur, 
Shri Yumnam Khemchand 
Singh.

For Bihar, the MoU 
signing was done in the pres-
ence of Union Minister of 
Jal Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil, 
and Minister of State, Dr. 
Raj Bhushan Choudhary 
and Shri Sanjay Kumar 
Singh, Minister (PHE) Bi-
har, during separate sched-
uled meetings.Senior offi-
cials from the Department of 
Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion (DDWS), including 
Shri Ashok K. K. Meena, 
Secretary, DDWS, Shri Ka-
mal Kishore Soan, Addi-
tional Secretary & Mission 
Director, National Jal Jee-
van Mission (NJJM), Joint 
secretary, and Director were 
present during the MoU 
signing.For Manipur, MoU 
was exchanged between D 
Senthil Pandiyan, Joint Sec-
retary, NJJM, and Dr Neil-
inthang Teilien, Secretary to 
Chief Minister, Manipur in 
the presence of Union Min-
ister of Jal Shakti, Shri C. R. 
Patil, Chief Minister of Ma-
nipur, Shri Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh, and Deputy 
Chief Minister (PHED), 
Manipur, Shri Losii Dikho.

Marking a pivotal mo-
ment in Centre-State collab-
oration, the MoU with State 
of Bihar was formally 
signed after Manipur. The 
meeting commenced in the 
presence of Union Minister 
of Jal Shakti, Shri C. R. Pa-
til, Dr. Raj Bhushan Choud-
hary, Minister of State, Shri 
Sanjay Kumar Singh, Min-

ister (PHE) Bihar and other 
key officials from the State 
& DDWS.

The MoU was signed 
and exchanged by Shri D 
Senthil Pandiyan, Joint Sec-
retary, NJJM, and Shri 
Rajesh Kumar, Principal 
Secretary, PHE Department, 
Bihar.

Addressing on the occa-
sions, Union Minister of Jal 
Shakti, Shri C. R. Patil said 
that Jal Jeevan Mission, 
launched under the leader-
ship of the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has 
transformed rural drinking 
water supply across the 
country and reduced the 
drudgery of fetching water 
especially by women and 
girls. Under JJM 2.0, now 
the focus is on sustaining the 
infrastructures created un-
der the Mission, functional-
ity of tap connections, water 
quality, source sustainabili-
ty, O&M, community own-
ership and regular monitor-
ing as key priorities.

The Minister also 
stressed the need for water 
conservation, rainwater har-
vesting, groundwater re-
charge, catchment area pro-
tection using Finance 
Commission and VB-G 
RAM G funds. He stressed 
community-based water 
quality monitoring and said 
Gram Panchayats, District 
Water and Sanitation Mis-
sions, State Water and Sani-
tation Missions and local 
communities must work to-
gether to ensure reliable 
drinking water services. He 
reiterated the Government 
of India's continued support 
to the State in achieving the 
Mission's objectives.

Addressing Manipur, he 
expressed confidence that 
the state would soon com-
plete the remaining tap con-
nections and join the group 
of States and Union Territo-
ries that have achieved uni-
versal rural tap water cover-
age. Appreciating the 
resilience shown by the 
State in continuing imple-
mentation despite difficult 
conditions, Shri Patil re-
marked that Manipur's 

achievements would serve 
as an inspiring example of 
commitment to ensuring 
safe drinking water for ev-
ery rural household.

To the state of Bihar, the 
Union Minister asked to en-
sure proper O&M, and said 
he is confident that Bihar 
will complete the remaining 
work with the same commit-
ment and determination that 
has enabled it to achieve 
over 90 per cent coverage. 
The State's contribution will 
be important in realising the 

vision of Viksit Bharat-
Viksit Bihar and ensuring 
improved quality of life for 
millions of citizens.Speak-
ing on the occasion, the 
Chief Minister of Manipur, 
Shri Yumnam Khemchand 
Singh said, it was a privilege 
to witness the signing of the 
Reform-Linked MoU be-
tween the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti and the Government 
of Manipur under Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) 2.0. He noted 
that the next phase of the 
mission represents a strate-
gic shift from a primary fo-
cus on infrastructure cre-
ation to ensuring long-term, 
sustainable drinking water 
service delivery.He high-
lighted that JJM 2.0 places 
emphasis on service deliv-
ery, source sustainability, 
digital monitoring frame-

works, policy reforms, sus-
tainable funding mecha-
nisms, and community 
participation. These mea-
sures, he said, would help 
transform the Mission from 
a government programme 
into a people-centric move-
ment aimed at securing safe 
and reliable drinking water 
services for rural communi-
ties.

He appreciated the ef-
forts of the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti in formulating the 
guidelines for JJM 2.0 and 

reiterated the State Govern-
ment's full commitment to 
implementing the reform 
agenda and achieving the 
Mission's objectives for im-
proving the quality of life 
and ensuring sustainable 
water security for all.

In his address, Shri San-
jay Kumar Singh, Minister 
PHE Department of Bihar, 
said that Bihar has remained 
firmly committed to ensur-
ing safe and adequate drink-
ing water for every rural 
household. Even before the 
launch of the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, the State Government 
initiated the ambitious 'Har 
Ghar Nal Ka Jal' programme 
in 2016. Under this initia-
tive, an extensive rural water 
supply network has been de-
veloped. However, Central 
assistance has helped a lot in 

achieving significant strides 
in expanding rural drinking 
water infrastructure and im-
proving service delivery de-
spite numerous geographi-
cal and socio-economic 
challenges in the state.

He assured that Bihar 
remains committed to work-
ing closely with the Govern-
ment of India to achieve the 
shared goal of safe and sus-
tainable drinking water for 
all.

In his opening remark 
during signing of MoU with 

Bihar, Shri Ashok K. K. 
Meena, Secretary, DDWS 
underscored that the MoU 
prioritises not just infra-
structure setup of pipelines, 
but sustainable services 
managed at the grassroots 
level. He emphasised decen-
tralisation and community 
ownership, with Gram Pan-
chayats and Village Water & 
Sanitation Committees 
(VWSCs) being empowered 
to manage and operate in-
village water supply sys-
tems. While stating the im-
portance of the MoU signing 
with the State and UT, Shri 
Meena highlighted that the 
MoU is a shared commit-
ment between the State/UT 
which ensures the upholding 
of JJM 2.0 guidelines in or-
der to provide safe, secure 
and sustainable drinking 

water to the rural house-
holds.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of institutional mecha-
nisms for sustainable water 
service delivery, the Secre-
tary stressed that District 
Water and Sanitation Mis-
sion (DWSM) meetings 
should be conducted regu-
larly by all District Collec-
tors. He noted that timely 
meetings would facilitate 
the preparation of Village 
Action Plans and support the 
certification of panchayats 
as capable institutions for 
managing rural water supply 
systems. The Secretary un-
derlined that district admin-
istrations would play a cru-
cial role in monitoring 
implementation, conducting 
periodic reviews, and ex-
tending necessary support to 
Gram Panchayats whenever 
required.

He also mentioned that 
this step is an initiative 
which aligns with the fulfill-
ment of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi’s Har Ghar 
Nirantar Nal Se Jal vision.

During the MoU with 
Manipur, Shri Kamal 
Kishore Soan, AS&MD, 
NJJM, in his opening re-
marks, underscored the im-
portance of Manipur in the 
development of the North-
Eastern region and acknowl-
edged the progress made by 
the State in the rural drink-
ing water sector over the 
past two years.

He emphasised that the 
objective of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission goes beyond mere-
ly providing tap connec-
tions; it aims to ensure reli-
able access to safe and clean 
drinking water for the next 
25–30 years. He noted that 
achieving this goal requires 
addressing existing gaps and 
challenges in water supply 
systems, strengthening in-
frastructure, and ensuring 
the sustainability of invest-
ments made under the mis-
sion.The Mission Director 
further highlighted the 
structural reforms being 
pursued under JJM 2.0, 
guided by the Union Minis-
ter for Jal Shakti, to strength-
en long-term service deliv-
ery and water security. He 
expressed confidence that 
Manipur would actively ad-
vance these reforms and re-
iterated the Government of 
India's commitment to pro-
viding continuous technical 
support, capacity building, 
and handholding assistance 
to the State for the effective 
implementation of the Mis-
sion.Under JJM 2.0, 33 
States/UTs out of 34 JJM 
States/UTs have already 
signed the MoU with 
DDWS, Government of In-
dia.

Reform Linked MoUs signed with Manipur 
and Bihar under Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0

The Ministry of Skill Devel-
opment and Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE), under the leadership of 
Shri Jayant Chaudhary, Minister 
of State (Independent Charge) for 
Skill Development and Entrepre-
neurship and Minister of State for 
Education, Government of India, 
marks twelve years of Skills, 
Scale and Transformation, high-
lighting the growth of one of the 
world's largest skilling ecosys-
tems and its contribution to India's 
journey towards Viksit Bharat 
2047.

Over the past twelve years, the 
Ministry has built a comprehen-
sive skilling ecosystem that inte-
grates vocational education, in-
dustry-led training, 
apprenticeships, entrepreneurship 
development, digital public infra-
structure and international work-
force mobility into a unified na-
tional framework. Through 
sustained reforms, institutional 
strengthening and deep collabora-
tion with industry, academia and 
state governments, Skill India has 
evolved into one of the world's 
largest and most diverse skilling 
ecosystems.

Shri Jayant Chaudhary, Min-
ister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship and Minis-
ter of State for Education, Gov-
ernment of India, said, "The jour-
ney of the last twelve years reflects 
India's growing recognition that 

skills are among the most power-
ful enablers of opportunity, pro-
ductivity and economic transfor-
mation. The Ministry has worked 
to create an ecosystem where 
skills are viewed as an as an inte-
gral part of learning, employabili-
ty and lifelong growth, alongside 
formal education. As technologies 
reshape industries and the nature 
of work continues to evolve, our 
focus is on preparing India's youth 
not only for existing opportuni-
ties, but also for jobs and enter-
prises that will emerge in the years 
ahead.

 Through stronger industry 
partnerships, digital innovation, 
entrepreneurship support and 
global mobility pathways, we are 
building a workforce that is confi-
dent, competitive and ready to 
contribute to India's development 
journey."

The Ministry's impact is visi-
ble across every stage of the skill-
ing lifecycle. India's vocational 
training infrastructure has ex-
panded significantly, with the 
number of Industrial Training In-
stitutes growing from 9,776 in 
2014 to more than 13,888 today. 
Together with National Skill 
Training Institutes, Pradhan Man-
tri Kaushal Kendras and Jan Shik-
shan Sansthans, these institutions 
have expanded access to quality 
skill development opportunities 
across the country.

 The Ministry has also estab-

lished three Indian Institutes of 
Skills (IIS) in Gandhinagar, Mum-
bai and Kanpur, creating state-of-
the-art centres of excellence to 
deliver industry-aligned, future-
ready training.

Apprenticeship has emerged 
as one of the strongest bridges be-
tween education and employment. 
More than 56.08 lakh apprentices 
have been engaged since 2016, 
supported by reforms that have 
improved participation from both 
industry and youth while strength-
ening on-the-job learning oppor-
tunities.

The Ministry has also driven 
large-scale short-term skilling in-
terventions through flagship pro-
grammes such as Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana, under 
which more than 1.64 crore candi-
dates have been trained. Simulta-
neously, entrepreneurship devel-
opment initiatives led through the 
National Institute for Entrepre-
neurship and Small Business De-
velopment (NIESBUD) and the 
Indian Institute of Entrepreneur-
ship (IIE) have trained over 25 
lakh beneficiaries under Entrepre-
neurship Development Pro-
grammes (EDPs), creating path-
ways for enterprise creation, 
self-employment and livelihood 
generation across urban, rural and 
aspirational districts.

A defining feature of the Min-
istry's transformation journey has 
been the creation of a digital-first 

skilling ecosystem.
 The Skill India Digital Hub 

(SIDH) has emerged as an inte-
grated digital public infrastruc-
ture for skills, bringing together 
skilling, jobs, apprenticeships and 
entrepreneurship opportunities on 
a single platform. Today, more 
than 1.5 crore candidates are reg-
istered on SIDH, with over 1,000 
courses available in 23 languages. 
Programmes such as SOAR 
(Skilling for AI Readiness) have 
further accelerated AI awareness 
and preparedness among learners 
and educators with 50+ AI Cours-
es and Qualifications across sec-
tors, recording over 4.5 lakh en-
rolments since launch across 
emerging technology domains.

India's excellence in skills has 
also been reflected on the global 
stage through its performance at 
WorldSkills competitions. Team 
India has steadily strengthened its 
standing among the leading na-
tions, improving its global rank-
ing from 29th in 2015 to 13th in 
2024. 

India's participation in Indi-
aSkills and WorldSkills has 
evolved into a national movement 
for skill excellence, inspiring 
youth to pursue world-class stan-
dards and showcase the capabili-
ties of Indian talent on interna-
tional platforms.

Recognising India's growing 
role as a global talent partner, the 
Ministry has also expanded its fo-

cus on international workforce 
mobility.

 Through government-to-gov-
ernment partnerships, skill-based 
mobility agreements and the es-
tablishment of Skill India Interna-
tional Centres, India is creating 
trusted pathways for skilled pro-
fessionals to access opportunities 
in global labour markets.

The Ministry's reform agenda 
continues to evolve in response to 
the changing world of work. 
Through initiatives such as the 
Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Em-
ployability Transformation 
through Upgraded ITIs (PM-SE-
TU), future skills programmes in 
artificial intelligence, cybersecu-
rity and emerging technologies, 
and stronger integration of skill-
ing with education under the Na-
tional Education Policy 2020, the 
Ministry is building a workforce 
prepared for the opportunities and 
challenges of the future.

As MSDE completes twelve 
years, its focus remains firmly on 
strengthening quality, expanding 
access, deepening industry part-
nerships, promoting entrepre-
neurship, accelerating apprentice-
ship adoption and positioning 
India as a global hub for skilled 
talent.

 The achievements of the past 
decade provide a strong founda-
tion for the next phase of India's 
growth story, powered by skills, 
innovation and human potential.

PMKVY : Building One of the World's 
Largest Skilling Ecosystems
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Kalyan : Maharashtra 
Transport Minister Pratap 
Sarnaik has directed the 
Transport Commissioner 
to take action against app-
based taxi and ride-hailing 
companies following com-
plaints that passengers are 
being pressured to pay tips 
and additional charges.

The move comes after 
Shrikant Eknath Shinde 
raised the issue and sought 
immediate government in-
tervention.

Over the past few days, 
several passengers have 
complained that drivers 
using app-based taxi plat-
forms were demanding ex-
tra tips or payments after 
accepting rides. In many 
cases, rides were alleged-
ly cancelled or passengers 
were subjected to incon-
venience and harassment 
when such demands were 

not met.
Expressing concern 

over the growing number 
of complaints, MP Shrikant 
Shinde had highlighted the 
issue on social media and 
urged the state govern-

ment to take prompt action 
against such practices.

Responding swiftly, 
Transport Minister Pratap 
Sarnaik said that forcing 
passengers to pay tips is un-
fair and unacceptable. He 

announced that the Trans-
port Department would in-
vestigate the functioning of 
the concerned companies 
and take strict action wher-
ever violations are found. 
Sarnaik also thanked MP 

Shrikant Shinde for bring-
ing the matter to the gov-
ernment’s attention.

The minister further 
stated that the department is 
working on significant mea-
sures to curb arbitrary prac-
tices by app-based taxi and 
ride-hailing operators. He 
revealed that a new aggre-
gator policy for the sector 
will be announced soon to 
ensure greater transparency, 
accountability and protec-
tion for passengers.

Shinde, who has con-
sistently raised issues con-
cerning commuter welfare, 
said the objective is to en-
sure that consumers receive 
fair, transparent and safe 
transportation services. The 
state government’s prompt 
response is expected to 
provide relief to lakhs of 
passengers across Maha-
rashtra.

Maha govt to act against cab
 aggregators over forced tips, extra charges Mumbai:  Former Mrs 

Kerala contestant Harsha 
Sunny was arrested by the 
Air Intelligence Unit (AIU) 
at Mumbai’s Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj Internation-
al Airport after customs au-
thorities allegedly recovered 
11.824 kilograms of hydro-
ponic weed concealed in her 
luggage, officials said.

The seizure has drawn 
significant attention owing 
to Harsha Sunny’s public 
profile and the substantial 
quantity of narcotics al-
legedly involved. Authori-
ties estimate the value of the 
contraband at approximately 
₹11.82 crore in the illegal 
drug market.

According to officials, 
the narcotic substance was 
found packed in 12 vacu-
um-sealed packets hidden 
inside a trolley bag carried 
by the accused. The dis-
covery was made following 
intelligence-based scrutiny 
and subsequent examination 
by customs personnel.

The arrest was carried 
out by the Air Intelligence 
Unit after Harsha arrived 
in Mumbai on a flight from 

Bangkok on June 11. Her 
travel details had reportedly 
been flagged through the Ad-
vance Passenger Informa-
tion System (APIS), prompt-
ing closer monitoring by 
officials.Based on the avail-
able information, customs 
officers subjected her to a 
personal search upon arrival. 
However, nothing incrimi-
nating was recovered during 
the physical examination.

Subsequently, officials 
inspected her checked-in 
luggage and examined the 
trolley bag she had brought 

with her from Thailand. 
During the search, they al-
legedly discovered 12 vac-
uum-sealed packets contain-
ing a green leafy substance 
suspected to be a prohibited 
narcotic.Authorities then 
conducted preliminary test-
ing using an NDPS field 
testing kit. The examination 
reportedly confirmed that 
the seized material was hy-
droponic weed, a high-grade 
form of cannabis cultivated 
under controlled conditions 
and known for its higher 
potency.Following the re-
covery and confirmation of 
the substance, Harsha Sunny 
was immediately taken into 
custody under the provisions 
of the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act.She was later 
produced before a city court, 
which remanded her to judi-
cial custody pending further 
investigation into the case 
and the circumstances sur-
rounding the alleged smug-
gling attempt.

Mumbai:  The political 
landscape in Maharashtra 
witnessed renewed specu-
lation and sharp differences 
in public messaging on Fri-
day over the possibility of a 
merger between the Nation-
alist Congress Party (Sha-
radchandra Pawar) and the 
Indian National Congress, 
with senior leaders from 
both sides offering conflict-
ing accounts.

The debate emerged 
amid reports circulating over 
the past few days suggesting 
that discussions were under-
way regarding a potential 
formal union between the 
two parties, both of which 
are key constituents of the 
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
alliance.However, NCP (SP) 
State President Shashikant 
Shinde firmly rejected the 
speculation and categorical-
ly denied that any proposal 
concerning a merger had 
been exchanged between the 
two organisations.Speaking 
to reporters, Shinde said 
there was no basis to the 
reports being circulated in 
the media and maintained 
that no communication on 
the matter had taken place 
either from the Congress 
leadership or within his own 
party.“There is no truth in 
the reports being circulated. 
No such proposal has been 
received from the Congress, 
nor has there been any dis-
cussion regarding it within 
our party. Had such a pro-
posal existed, the senior 
leadership would have cer-
tainly informed us,” Shin-
de said.His remarks were 
viewed as an attempt to put 
an end to the intense politi-
cal buzz that had gathered 
momentum over the previ-
ous two days regarding the 
future of the two opposition 
parties in Maharashtra.

Echoing the party’s of-

ficial position, senior NCP 
(SP) leader Ankush Kakade 
acknowledged that there was 
an ideological need for secu-
lar and progressive parties to 
work together in the present 
political environment.

Kakade said there was 
broad agreement among 
like-minded political forces 
on the necessity of protect-
ing constitutional values 
and providing a democratic 
check on the ruling estab-
lishment.

At the same time, he 
clarified that ideological 
cooperation should not be 
interpreted as an indication 
that a formal merger pro-
cess had begun between 
the NCP (SP) and the Con-
gress.“While there is a 
consensus on the need for 
like-minded parties to come 
together to save the Con-
stitution, we have received 
no formal merger proposal. 
Whenever such a proposal is 
made, our senior leadership 
will deliberate on it, taking 
into account the Congress 
party’s broader political 
stance,” Kakade said.In con-
trast to the position adopted 
by NCP (SP) leaders, former 
Maharashtra Congress pres-
ident Nana Patole offered a 
different perspective while 
speaking to reporters at the 
airport before departing for 
New Delhi.Patole suggested 
that the idea of a merger had 
been initiated in the past by 
NCP founder Sharad Pawar 
and indicated that certain 
circumstances had delayed 
the process from moving 
forward.

Pune:  In the wake of the 
recent deaths and illnesses 
linked to the consumption of 
methanol-laced illicit coun-
try liquor in the Phugewadi, 
Dapodi and Hadapsar-Kale-
padal areas, the Maharash-
tra Excise Department has 
intensified its crackdown 
on illegal liquor operations 
across Pune district.

The enforcement drive 
comes amid mounting pub-
lic anger over the tragedy, 
which claimed several lives 
and left many others hospi-
talised, devastating families 
and exposing the deadly 
consequences of the illicit 
liquor trade.

The incident triggered 
widespread outrage among 
local residents and prompted 
renewed demands for strict 
action against those involved 
in the manufacture, distribu-
tion and sale of spurious li-
quor.

Adding pressure on the 
administration, Shiv Sena, 
led by the Eknath Shinde 
faction, launched an aggres-
sive campaign demanding 
stringent measures against 
liquor mafias allegedly op-
erating in various parts of 

Pune.
Shiv Sena Pune city 

chief Promod Nana Bhan-
gire had publicly warned 
authorities to dismantle the 
network of illegal liquor 
traders and ensure exem-
plary punishment for those 
responsible for endangering 
innocent lives.

As public concern grew, 
the party intensified its ag-
itation by moving beyond 
formal representations and 
organising direct protests 
against the illicit liquor 
trade. Party leaders main-
tained that the issue required 
immediate and decisive in-
tervention from law enforce-
ment agencies.

As part of the campaign, 
Shiv Sena workers conduct-
ed drives in several areas of 
Pune city targeting illegal 
country liquor dens and out-
lets allegedly involved in the 
sale of spurious liquor.

In Hadapsar and adjoin-
ing localities, party activists 
reportedly identified and 
exposed illegal liquor es-
tablishments, drawing atten-
tion to what they described 
as a serious threat to public 
health and community safe-

ty.
The Shiv Sena Women’s 

Wing also joined the move-
ment, organising demonstra-
tions against illegal liquor 
vendors operating in differ-
ent parts of the city. Women 
activists accused bootleg-
gers of destroying families 
and livelihoods through their 
activities.

The protests received 
support from local residents, 
many of whom expressed 
concern over the growing 
menace of illicit liquor and 
the risks posed to vulnerable 
communities by unregulated 
alcohol production.

According to an offi-
cial communication issued 
by the State Excise Depart-
ment, several accused per-
sons have been arrested in 
connection with the ongoing 
crackdown, while special 
enforcement teams have 
been deployed across the 
district.

The department stated 
that these teams have been 
tasked with curbing the 
manufacture, transportation, 
storage and sale of illicit 
liquor through intensified 
surveillance and coordinated 
field operations.

Officials further said 

that extensive raids had been 
conducted at multiple loca-
tions, resulting in the regis-
tration of numerous offenc-
es and the seizure of large 
quantities of illegal liquor 
and property collectively 
worth crores of rupees.

The communication also 
noted that the enforcement 
drive is being carried out in 
coordination with local po-
lice authorities, the Food and 
Drug Administration and 
other concerned agencies to 
strengthen preventive mea-
sures and avoid the recur-
rence of similar incidents.

Commenting on the de-
velopments, Bhangire said 
that the methanol poison-
ing tragedy had exposed 
the dangers posed by illegal 
liquor networks operating 
in Pune district and under-
scored the urgent need for 
sustained action.

He claimed that Shiv 
Sena’s aggressive campaign, 
including direct action 
against illegal liquor dens 
and protests spearheaded 
by the Women’s Wing, had 
compelled the administra-
tion to intensify its enforce-
ment efforts.

Shiv Sena’s campaign against illegal liquor 
leads to major crackdown in Pune district

No merger proposal 
received from Congress, says 

NCP(SP)claims otherwise

Nagpur : The Centre 
is set to undertake a com-
prehensive review of the 
functioning and workforce 
strength of the Petroleum 
and Explosives Safety Or-
ganisation (PESO) amid 
growing concerns that per-
sistent staff shortages are af-
fecting the regulator’s ability 
to efficiently discharge its 
responsibilities.The pro-
posed exercise is expected 
to closely examine the or-
ganisational structure, staff-
ing patterns and operational 
capabilities of PESO, which 
serves as the country’s prin-
cipal authority overseeing 
safety standards related to 
explosives, petroleum prod-
ucts, compressed gases and 
other hazardous substanc-
es.Officials familiar with 
the matter said the review 
has been initiated against 
the backdrop of increasing 
concerns regarding the reg-
ulator’s ability to keep pace 
with expanding industrial 
activity involving potential-
ly dangerous materials.

PESO plays a critical 
role in ensuring public and 
industrial safety through li-
censing, inspections, mon-
itoring and enforcement. It 
regulates a wide range of 

sectors, including explosives 
manufacturing, fuel storage 
and distribution, gas instal-
lations and the handling of 
hazardous materials.How-
ever, sources indicated that 
mounting vacancies and 
inadequate manpower have 
emerged as major challenges 
in recent years, placing addi-
tional pressure on the organ-
isation’s existing workforce.

Officials noted that lim-
ited staffing has adversely 
affected field inspections, 
compliance monitoring 
and enforcement activities, 
even as industries dealing 
with hazardous substances 
continue to witness steady 
growth across the country.

The review is expected 
to assess the extent of vacant 
posts within the organisation 
and evaluate whether the cur-
rent workforce is adequate to 
address the increasing regu-
latory burden.Inspection 
capacities at both regional 
and field levels are also like-
ly to come under scrutiny, 
with the exercise seeking to 
identify gaps that may be 
hindering effective supervi-
sion and timely intervention.
Administrative efficiency 
within PESO will form an-
other important component 

of the review. Authorities are 
expected to study existing 
procedures and determine 
whether operational pro-
cesses can be streamlined to 
improve responsiveness and 
service delivery.The Cen-
tre is also likely to examine 
ways to reinforce field-level 
operations, enabling officials 
to undertake more frequent 
inspections and strength-
en oversight in sectors in-
volving high-risk activities.
Measures aimed at reducing 
delays linked to manpower 
shortages are expected to 
be considered as part of the 
exercise, particularly in rela-
tion to licensing approvals, 
compliance verification and 
safety audits.Recruitment 
requirements are likely to 
feature prominently during 
the review. Officials said 
the possibility of filling 
long-pending vacancies and 
augmenting the workforce 
through fresh appointments 
may be explored to enhance 
institutional capacity.In ad-
dition to recruitment, organ-
isational restructuring and 
redeployment of resources 
could also be examined to 
ensure that PESO remains 
equipped to meet evolving 
regulatory demands.

Centre plans comprehensive PESO 
review amid manpower shortage concerns

Ex-Mrs Kerala contestant Harsha Sunny arrested at 
Mumbai Airport with 11.824 kg of hydroponic weed

Mumbai:  Local train 
services on Mumbai’s Har-
bour Line were disrupted on 
Friday during the morning 
peak hours after a piece of 
cloth became entangled in 
an overhead electric (OHE) 
wire near Chembur, trig-
gering a technical snag and 
affecting the movement of 
trains on one of the city’s 
busiest suburban corridors.

According to railway 
officials, the incident led 
to interruptions in both up 
and down services on the 
Harbour Line, causing sig-
nificant inconvenience to 
thousands of commuters 
travelling to workplaces, 
educational institutions and 
other destinations across 

Mumbai.The disruption oc-
curred at a time when the 
suburban railway network 
experiences one of its high-
est passenger volumes, re-
sulting in overcrowding at 
stations and growing frus-
tration among daily com-
muters.Officials said the 
cloth thrown onto the over-
head equipment became 
lodged in the OHE wire, 
interfering with the power 
supply system that enables 
the operation of electric lo-
cal trains.As a precaution-
ary measure and to ensure 
passenger safety, railway 
authorities were compelled 
to regulate train movements 
until the obstruction could 
be removed and the affected 

section inspected.
The technical snag dis-

rupted the normal schedule 
of several services operating 
on the Harbour Line, with 
multiple trains running be-
hind schedule and creating 
a cascading effect on subse-
quent departures.Some train 
services were temporarily 
suspended while others were 
short-terminated or delayed, 
leading to extended waiting 
times for passengers at sev-
eral stations along the route.
Commuters reported crowd-
ed platforms and packed 
trains as people attempted 
to find alternative travel ar-
rangements amid uncertain-
ty regarding the restoration 
of normal services.The Har-

bour Line serves as a crucial 
transport link connecting 
various parts of Mumbai 
and Navi Mumbai, and even 
minor disruptions can have 
a substantial impact on the 
daily routine of lakhs of pas-
sengers.Railway technical 
staff and maintenance teams 
rushed to the affected spot 
near Chembur immediately 
after the problem was re-
ported and initiated efforts 
to remove the cloth from the 
overhead wire.Officials said 
specialised personnel were 
engaged in carefully clearing 
the obstruction while ensur-
ing that all safety protocols 
related to the high-voltage 
overhead system were strict-
ly followed.

Commuters suffer as train services 
hit on Mumbai’s Harbour line

Mumbai: The Depart-
ment of Higher Education, 
through the State Institute 
for Administrative Careers 
(SIAC), Mumbai, will con-
duct the Common Entrance 
Test (CET-2026-27) for ad-
mission to the Civil Services 
Preliminary Examination 
Training Programme for 
the academic year 2026-27.
Announcing the initiative, 
Higher and Technical Edu-
cation Minister Chandrakant 
Patil said the programme is 
aimed at preparing aspiring 
candidates for the Union 
Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC) Civil Services 
Preliminary Examination 
through structured, full-time 
and free coaching provided 
by reputed state-run institu-
tions.

The entrance examina-
tion will serve as the gate-
way for admission to these 
training programmes, which 
have been designed to sup-

port talented and deserving 
students aspiring to pur-
sue careers in the country’s 
premier civil services.Patil 
said the state government 
has consistently focused on 
strengthening opportunities 
for youth seeking to enter 
public service by provid-
ing quality guidance and 
academic support without 
imposing a financial burden 
on candidates.Under the De-
partment of Higher Educa-
tion, the training will be co-
ordinated through the State 
Institute for Administrative 
Careers (SIAC), Mumbai, 
which has long been rec-
ognised as one of Maharash-
tra’s leading institutions for 
civil services preparation.

In addition to SIAC, 
training facilities will also 
be available through the In-
dian Administrative Service 
Pre-Training Centres func-
tioning in Nashik, Kolhapur, 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, 

Amravati and Nagpur.Can-
didates selected through the 
CET will also have the op-
portunity to receive coach-
ing at the Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar Competitive Ex-
amination Guidance Centre 
in Pune, which is operated 
by the (YASHADA).An-
other institution included 
under the initiative is the 
Savitribai Phule Academy 
in Pune, which is operated 
by the Pimpri Chinchwad 
Municipal Corporation and 
has been contributing to the 
preparation of competitive 
examination aspirants.The 
minister stated that the ob-
jective of the programme is 
to identify promising candi-
dates from different parts of 
Maharashtra and equip them 
with the knowledge, guid-
ance and resources required 
to compete successfully 
in the highly challenging 
UPSC Civil Services Exam-
ination.

Ahilyanagar :  In-
vestigations conducted by 
the Loni Police in Maha-
rashtra’s Ahilyanagar dis-
trict have uncovered what 
authorities describe as a 
large-scale illegal prenatal 
sex determination racket 
operating across multiple 
districts, including Pune, 
Nashik and Ahilyanagar.

The probe has so far led 
to the arrest of 21 individ-
uals allegedly connected to 
the network, among them 
seven medical practitioners, 
highlighting the organised 
nature of the operation and 
raising concerns about the 
misuse of medical technol-
ogy for unlawful purposes.
According to investigators, 

the racket is suspected to 
have functioned through an 
elaborate network involv-
ing doctors, intermediaries, 
diagnostic equipment oper-
ators.

And other facilitators 
who allegedly helped con-
duct prohibited prenatal sex 
determination tests.Offi-
cials said the case came to 
light during investigations 
undertaken by the Loni Po-
lice, following specific in-
telligence inputs.

As the inquiry pro-
gressed, police expanded 
the scope of their investi-
gation beyond Ahilyanagar 
district, uncovering alleged 
links extending into Pune 
and Nashik districts.

Sex determination 
racket: more doctors 

arrested in Shrirampur case

Common Entrance Examination announced for Civil 
Services Preliminary Examination Training 2026-27

Nagpur : In a touching 
gesture of patriotism and 
selflessness, a retired bank-
er from Nagpur has donated 
Rs 25.51 lakh to the Indi-
an Army Central Welfare 
Fund after personal tragedy 
brought an end to a dream 
he had nurtured for years 
with his wife.

Shrikant Sahasrabud-
dhe, now in his seventies, 
had spent a significant part 
of his working life careful-
ly setting aside money with 
a singular aspiration — to 
travel the world with his 
wife after retirement and 
enjoy the phase of life they 
had long looked forward to 
together.

Like many couples 
who postpone personal 
ambitions while fulfilling 
professional and family 
responsibilities, the Sahas-
rabuddhes had planned to 
embark on an internation-
al tour once their working 

years had concluded.
Over the years, the re-

tired banker diligently accu-
mulated savings amounting 
to Rs 25.51 lakh to turn that 
shared dream into reality. 
The amount symbolised not 
merely financial planning 
but decades of hope, com-
panionship and anticipation 
for a new chapter of life.

However, fate had dif-
ferent plans.

 Just six months before 
Sahasrabuddhe’s retire-
ment from service, his wife 
passed away, leaving their 
cherished aspiration unre-
alised and depriving him of 
the opportunity to under-
take the journey they had 
envisioned together.

The loss profoundly al-
tered the purpose of the sav-
ings he had painstakingly 
built over the years. Rather 
than allowing the funds to 
remain tied to an unfulfilled 
dream, Sahasrabuddhe re-

solved to dedicate them to 
a cause that would benefit 
others.

Determined to ensure 
that the money served a 
meaningful purpose, he 
chose to contribute the 
entire amount to the Indi-
an Army Central Welfare 
Fund, recognising the sacri-
fices made by the country’s 
soldiers and their families.

The donation was for-
mally handed over during 
a brief event organised in 
Nagpur on Thursday, where 
Sahasrabuddhe presented a 
cheque for Rs 25.51 lakh 
to Major General Navtej 
S. Sohal, General Officer 
Commanding, Uttar Ma-
harashtra and Gujarat Sub 
Area.

The occasion was 
marked by simplicity and 
dignity, reflecting the quiet 
generosity behind the con-
tribution rather than any de-
sire for public recognition.

Retired banker donates Rs 25 lakh to 
Army welfare fund after wife’s death
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Mumbai :  Three-time Grammy 
Award-winning composer and Pad-
ma Shri awardee Ricky Kej has 
hailed Bhutan’s unique development 
model centred on happiness and 
wellbeing after meeting Jigme Khe-
sar Namgyel Wangchuck during a 
recent visit to the Himalayan king-
dom.

Describing the interaction as a 
“huge honour”, Kej said Bhutan of-
fers a powerful reminder that the ulti-
mate goal of development should be 
human and environmental wellbeing 
rather than economic growth alone.

Kej was in Bhutan to participate 
in the Bhutan Compassionate Lead-
ership Forum alongside Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Kailash Satyarthi.

During the visit, he also met So-
nam Dechan Wangchuck and several 
leaders from government, civil soci-
ety and academia.

“We often discuss economic 
growth and development, but Bhutan 
reminds us that the ultimate purpose 
is human and environmental wellbe-

ing. Bhutan genuinely attempts to 
place wellbeing and happiness at the 
centre of its national vision,” Kej 
said.

He welcomed the partnership be-
tween Bhutan and the Satyarthi 

Movement for Global Compassion, 
saying initiatives that promote com-
passion and social harmony are in-
creasingly important in a divided 
world.The musician said the visit 
brought together royalty, Nobel lau-

reates, Supreme Court judges, bu-
reaucrats, industry leaders, civil soci-
ety representatives and students, all 
united by a shared commitment to 
building a more compassionate fu-
ture.Apart from participating in the 
forum, Kej explored Bhutan’s rich 
cultural heritage. He visited the Roy-
al Academy of Performing Arts, 
where he interacted with faculty 
members and students on traditional 
music, cultural preservation and op-
portunities for cross-cultural collab-
oration.Kej also met Bhutanese mu-
sician and researcher Kheng Sonam 
Dorji at the Music of Bhutan Re-
search Centre and praised efforts to 
preserve the country’s ancient musi-
cal traditions and indigenous instru-
ments.Expressing gratitude to for-
mer Bhutan Labour Minister Dorji 
Wangdi for facilitating several cul-
tural exchanges, Kej said the experi-
ence reaffirmed the importance of 
compassion, sustainability and cul-
tural preservation in shaping a better 
future.

Grammy winner Ricky Kej meets 
Bhutan King, hails happiness-first vision

Mumbai: Popular tele-
vision actress Shivangi Joshi 
is reportedly set to join the 
contestant line-up of the 
much-anticipated second 
season of the reality show 
“Lock Upp”, which is 
preparing for a come-
back with a new platform, 

refreshed format and an ex-
panded roster of celebrity 

participants.
Widely rec-

ognised for her por-
trayal of Naira 

Singhania in the 
long- runn ing 
television dra-
ma “Yeh Rishta 
Kya Kehlata 
Hai”, Shivangi 
has remained 
one of the most 
beloved faces on 

Indian television. 
Her reported in-

clusion has gener-
ated excitement 

among fans eager to 
see a different side of 

the actress in a reality 
show environment.

According to reports, 
Joshi is expected to be 

among the contestants 
entering the controver-

sial reality series, al-
though the makers 

are yet to make 
an official an-

nouncement 
confirming 
her partic-

ipation. 
The fi-

n a l 

contestant list is still being 
worked out.

The upcoming season 
marks a major transition for 
the franchise as “Lock Upp” 
shifts from its original stream-
ing home, MX Player, to Net-
flix. The move is expected to 
introduce the reality show to a 
broader global audience while 
bringing several changes to its 
overall presentation.

Production work for the 
new season is likely to begin 
shortly, with preparations al-
ready underway behind the 
scenes. The revamped edition 
promises a fresh approach 
while retaining the drama and 
entertainment that made the 
inaugural season a talking 
point.

One of the biggest chang-
es in the new season is the in-
troduction of Riteish 
Deshmukh and Farah Khan as 
the show’s ‘jailers’. Their ad-
dition is expected to bring a 
distinct flavour to the format, 
combining Riteish’s wit and 
Farah’s trademark candidness.

Netflix recently unveiled 
the first promotional teaser for 
“Lock Upp” Season 2, creat-
ing anticipation among view-
ers. However, the promo 
stopped short of revealing the 
names of contestants who will 
eventually enter the high-pro-
file reality competition.

If Shivangi Joshi’s partici-
pation is confirmed, this would 
mark her second stint in the 
reality television space. The 
actress previously showcased 
her adventurous side in “Kha-

tron Ke Khiladi” Season 12.
Hosted by filmmaker Ro-

hit Shetty, the stunt-based real-
ity show tested contestants 
through physically demand-
ing tasks and challenging situ-
ations. Shivangi’s appearance 
on the programme earned ap-
preciation from viewers who 
admired her determination 
and resilience.

Apart from her reality 
television outings, Shivangi 
has remained actively en-
gaged with scripted projects. 
The actress recently complet-
ed filming a schedule for 
“Heartbeats” Season 2 in Bho-
pal, Madhya Pradesh.

In the series, she essays 
the role of a medical intern, al-
lowing audiences to witness 
her in a character-driven nar-
rative quite different from the 
glamorous image often associ-
ated with celebrity reality 
shows.Her reported participa-
tion in “Lock Upp” would 
therefore offer fans an oppor-
tunity to see her unfiltered per-
sonality outside the frame-
work of fictional characters. 
Reality television often re-
veals contestants’ emotions, 
opinions and interpersonal 
dynamics in a way scripted 
projects cannot.The first sea-
son of “Lock Upp” premiered 
in February 2022 and quickly 
attracted attention for its un-
conventional format and head-
line-making controversies. 
Hosted by actress Kangana 
Ranaut, the show became one 
of the most discussed digital 
reality programmes of its time.

Veer Pahariya 
shares picturesque moments 

from Kashmir getaway
Mumbai:  Actor Veer Pahariya gave fans a glimpse into his recent getaway 

to Kashmir by sharing a series of photographs on social media that captured the beau-
ty, tranquility and memorable experiences from the trip.Keeping things simple and under-

stated, the young actor captioned the post with just one word — “Kashmir.” Despite the 
brevity of the caption, the photographs themselves painted a vivid picture of the scenic land-

scapes and cherished moments from his journey.The images featured Veer soaking in the breathtak-
ing beauty of the Kashmir Valley, surrounded by majestic mountains, open skies and lush natural sur-

roundings. The photographs reflected the calm and serenity that have long made the region one of India’s 
most admired travel destinations.Several pictures also highlighted the actor enjoying quality time with his 

friends during the trip. Rather than presenting carefully staged moments, the photographs appeared candid and 
spontaneous, offering followers an intimate glimpse into his travel experiences.What stood out in the post was its 

effortless authenticity. Instead of focusing on a single dramatic image or a glamorous travel narrative, Veer chose 
to share a collection of moments that together documented the spirit of the entire journey.The snapshots showcased 
everything from scenic views and peaceful landscapes to laughter-filled interactions with companions. The absence 
of elaborate storytelling allowed the visuals to speak for themselves.For years, Kashmir has remained among the 
country’s most sought-after tourist destina- tions, celebrated for its snow-capped mountains, pic-
turesque valleys, pristine lakes and rich cul- tural heritage. Veer’s post once again drew atten-
tion to the timeless charm of the region. The actor’s photographs highlighted Kash-
mir’s quieter side, capturing not just postcard-perfect scenery but also the small, 
meaningful moments that often define a memorable vacation. This approach gave 
the post a warm and personal touch.In an age when celebrity social media posts are 
frequently accompanied by lengthy captions and curated narratives, Veer’s de-
cision to keep things minimal resonated with many followers. The simplicity of the 
presentation became one of its most striking aspects.There were no detailed 
travel notes, philosophical reflections or promotional undertones attached to the 
post. Instead, the actor relied entirely on visual storytelling, allowing audiences to 
interpret the emotions and experiences behind each frame.The photographs re-
flected a sense of relax- ation and escape from the fast-paced 
world of the enter- tainment industry. Whether admir-
ing the nat- ural beauty around him or 
spend- ing time with friends, 

Veer appeared to em-
brace the slower 
rhythm of life 
that Kashmir 
often offers 
visitors.

Shivangi Joshi roped in for 
‘Lock Upp’ season 2Mumbai:  The makers of 

the upcoming comedy enter-
tainer “Welcome to the Jun-
gle” have unveiled the film’s 
much-awaited trailer, offer-
ing audiences a glimpse into 
a chaotic world packed with 
humour, action, nostalgia 
and one of the largest ensem-
ble casts seen in recent Bol-
lywood cinema.Clocking in 
at four minutes and 16 sec-
onds, the trailer introduces 
viewers to an adventure that 
appears to blend the classic 
elements of the masala enter-
tainer with modern comic 
sensibilities. From larger-
than-life action sequences to 
rapid-fire jokes, the preview 
promises an out-and-out 
family entertainer.The trailer 
opens with a team embarking 
on a mission to locate a yes-
teryears’ superstar, portrayed 
by Akshay Kumar. Once a 
celebrated figure, the charac-
ter is shown grappling with a 
difficult phase in his career 
after experiencing a string of 
unsuccessful films.This 
premise sets the stage for a 
series of unpredictable 
events, drawing multiple 
characters into an unusual 
journey filled with confu-
sion, misunderstandings and 
comic misadventures. How-
ever, the trailer carefully 
avoids revealing too much 
about the central plot.Instead 
of focusing heavily on the 
narrative, the preview priori-
tises entertainment value, 
introducing its numerous 
characters through energetic 
songs, lively background 
music and a steady stream of 
humorous situations de-
signed to keep audiences en-

gaged.Akshay Kumar’s 
trademark comic timing 
emerges as one of the trail-
er’s strongest highlights. 
Having delivered several 
memorable performances in 
the comedy genre over the 
years, the actor appears to re-
turn to familiar territory with 

confidence and ease.The in-
teractions among the ensem-
ble cast also stand out, with 
the chemistry between the 
actors contributing signifi-
cantly to the trailer’s appeal. 
The film seems to rely heavi-
ly on collective energy rather 
than any single protagonist 
dominating the proceedings.
Several scenes featuring 
Raveena Tandon, Aftab Shi-
vdasani, Kiku Sharda and 
other performers hint at the 
film’s commitment to deliv-
ering laughter through 
quirky situations and exag-
gerated character dynamics. 
Their presence adds to the 
nostalgic charm associated 
with classic Bollywood 
comedies.Despite being 
marketed primarily as a com-
edy, the trailer incorporates 
large-scale action elements. 
Helicopters, explosions, 
chase sequences and danger-

ous jungle adventures fea-
ture prominently throughout 
the preview.Yet, almost ev-
ery action-packed moment 
concludes with a humorous 
punchline, visual gag or un-
expected twist. This balanc-
ing act between thrills and 
comedy appears to be a de-

fining characteristic of the 
film’s overall tone.The trail-
er also evokes memories of 
old-school Bollywood enter-
tainers where music, come-
dy, action and drama coexist-
ed seamlessly within a single 
narrative. Its unapologetical-
ly extravagant style is likely 
to resonate with audiences 
seeking escapist entertain-
ment.For fans, one of the big-
gest attractions of “Welcome 
to the Jungle” is undoubtedly 
its star-studded cast. Bring-
ing together performers from 
different generations and co-
medic traditions, the film 
promises a unique cinematic 
experience built around en-
semble storytelling.Directed 
by Ahmed Khan, the film 
boasts an impressive line-up 
featuring Akshay Kumar, 
Disha Patani, Jacqueline 
Fernandez, Arshad Warsi, 
Jackie Shroff, Paresh Rawal, 

Raveena Tandon and Lara 
Dutta in prominent rolesThe 
ensemble further includes 
veteran actress Farida Jalal, 
comedy legends Johnny 
Lever and Rajpal Yadav, 
along with Shreyas Tal-
pade, Tusshar Kapoor, 
Krushna Abhishek, Kiku 
Sharda, Daler Mehndi and 
Aftab Shivdasani, among 
several others playing pivot-
al characters.The sheer num-
ber of familiar faces assem-
bled in one project has 
become one of the film’s ma-
jor talking points. Audiences 
who grew up watching many 
of these actors in iconic com-
edy roles may find the nos-
talgic factor particularly ap-
pealing.Mounted on a grand 
scale by producers Firoz A. 
Nadiadwala, Rakesh Dang 
and Vedant Vikas Bali, the 
film appears to spare no ef-
fort in delivering spectacle 
alongside humour. The pro-
duction values showcased 
in the trailer suggest a vi-
sually ambitious enter-
tainer., The “Welcome 
to the Jungle” trailer 
succeeds in grabbing 
attention through its 
fast-paced editing, 
comic chaos and star 
power. Without revealing 
its major twists, it offers 
just enough intrigue to 
generate curiosity 
about the story 
while assuring 
viewers that 
laughter re-
mains at the 
heart of the 
cinematic 
exper i -
ence. 

‘Welcome to the Jungle’ trailer out

Mumbai:  Actor Manoj Bajpay-
ee’s upcoming film “Governor” has 
already become the talk of the town 
even before its release, as it contin-
ues to trend on BookMyShow and 
generate significant buzz among 
moviegoers. The growing anticipa-
tion surrounding the film suggests 
that audiences are eager to embrace 
a story that combines historical sig-
nificance with compelling storytell-
ing.

Set against the backdrop of In-
dia’s 1991 economic crisis, the film 
revisits one of the most challenging 
periods in the country’s post-Inde-
pendence history. Through a dra-
matic retelling of real events, “Gov-
ernor” seeks to shed light on the 
extraordinary efforts undertaken to 
steer the nation away from econom-
ic collapse.

At the heart of the narrative is 
the story of an unsung hero who 
played a crucial role during the cri-
sis. Rather than focusing solely on 
political developments, the film 
highlights the contributions of an 
individual whose decisions behind 
the scenes proved instrumental in 
shaping the country’s economic fu-
ture.

Manoj Bajpayee portrays the 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), a character entrusted 
with making critical decisions at a 
time when India was grappling with 
severe financial instability. The role 
demands both emotional depth and 
intellectual intensity, qualities for 
which the acclaimed actor is widely 
known.

The film explores the immense 
pressure faced by policymakers 
during the period, as dwindling for-
eign exchange reserves and mount-
ing economic concerns threatened 

to push the country into deeper un-
certainty. It attempts to capture the 
urgency and gravity of those his-
toric moments.

By focusing on the hu-
man dimension of a nation-
al crisis, “Governor” aims 
to make a complex eco-
nomic subject accessi-
ble to a wider audi-
ence. The makers 
believe that the film 
will not only enter-
tain viewers but 
also encourage 
them to under-
stand an import-
ant chapter in 
India’s eco-
nomic journey.

To further 
increase audi-
ence interest, 
the producers 
have introduced 
a special initia-
tive inspired by 
the spirit of the 
1990s, the decade 
in which the story 
unfolds. The cam-
paign seeks to create 
nostalgia while mak-
ing the film more ac-
cessible to cinema lov-
ers.

As part of the pro-
motional offer, tickets 
are being made avail-
able at prices starting 
from just ₹50. Audiences 
can avail themselves of the 
discount by using the 
code “Governor90” 
while booking tickets 
through eligible plat-
forms.

‘Governor’ trending on BookMyShow, 
audience excitement soars ahead of release

Mumbai: Hrithik Roshan is reported-
ly set to make a special cameo appear-

ance in the upcoming film “Jailer 2”, 
creating major excitement across 

Indian cinema as it brings him to-
gether on screen with superstar 

Rajinikanth after nearly four 
decades.According to reports, 
this collaboration marks a 
long-awaited reunion for 
the two actors, who last 
shared screen space in the 
1986 film “Bhagwaan 
Dada”, where Hrithik 
Roshan appeared as a 
child artist alongside 
Rajinikanth.

The cameo deal is 
said to have been final-
ised after multiple 
rounds of discussions, 
with Hrithik Roshan 
formally giving his 
consent to join the 
high-profile project.

As per production 
planning, the actor is ex-
pected to shoot his por-

tions on June 22 and June 
23 in Chennai, where 

large-scale sets are being 
prepared for his entry se-

quence.
The makers are reportedly 

designing a completely new and 
never-before-seen look for Hrithik 

Roshan, with multiple look tests 
planned ahead of the shoot to finalise 

his on-screen avatar.
Sources indicate that his cameo will 

not be a simple appearance but a high-octane 
sequence, mounted on a grand scale and de-
signed to match the film’s mass-action aes-
thetic.

In the storyline, his character is expected 
to play a crucial role at a turning point in the 

narrative, assisting Rajinikanth’s character 
and pushing the plot forward in a significant 
way.

The collaboration is particularly notable 
for fans as Hrithik Roshan had previously ex-
pressed admiration for Rajinikanth and often 
recalled his experience working in “Bhag-
waan Dada”.

“Jailer 2” is directed by Nelson Dilipku-
mar and produced under the banner of Sun 
Pictures, which is backing the ambitious se-
quel on a massive scale.

The film is expected to feature several sur-
prise appearances from major Indian film 
stars, continuing the trend set by its predeces-
sor of star-studded cameos.

Reports suggest that actors such as Mo-
hanlal, Shiva Rajkumar, Vijay Sethupathi and 
Mithun Chakraborty may also appear in spe-
cial roles, adding to the film’s pan-India ap-
peal.

Alongside Rajinikanth in a central role, 
the film also features SJ Suryah, Ramya 
Krishnan, Vidya Balan and Yogi Babu in key 
supporting characters.

The inclusion of Hrithik Roshan is being 
seen as one of the most significant highlights 
of the film’s production, given his limited ap-
pearances in South Indian cinema so far.

Industry observers believe this cameo 
could further strengthen the growing collabo-
ration between Bollywood and South Indian 
film industries, which have increasingly em-
braced pan-India storytelling.The film is cur-
rently targeting a September 2026 release, and 
anticipation continues to build as more details 
about its scale, cast and storyline emerge.

Hrithik Roshan to make a guest 
appearance in Rajnikanth’s ‘Jailer 2’

Mumbai :  The trailer of 
the second season of come-
dy-drama series ‘Gram 
Chikitsalay’ has been un-
veiled, with the show set to 
premiere on Prime Video on 
June 23.

Produced by The Viral 
Fever (TVF), the Hindi-lan-
guage series will stream in 
India and across more than 
240 countries and territories 
worldwide.

The new season contin-
ues the journey of Dr Prabhat, 
who is determined to trans-
form the primary health cen-
tre in Bhathkandi village into 
a model healthcare facility. 
However, he soon discovers 
that the village’s challenges 
extend far beyond medicine 
and infrastructure.

Directed by Lalitam Ti-
wari, the series has been writ-
ten by Vaibhav Suman and 
Shreya Srivastava, while 
Deepak Kumar Mishra and 
Arunabh Kumar have devel-

oped the show.
The cast includes Amol 

Parashar, Akash Makhija, 
Anandeshwar Dwivedi, 
Vinay Pathak, Akansha Ran-
jan Kapoor and Garima 
Vikrant Singh, all reprising 
their roles. Actor Dinesh Lal 
Yadav joins the ensemble in a 
key role.

According to the trailer, 
Dr Prabhat finds himself con-

fronting local politics, re-
source shortages, bureaucrat-
ic hurdles and deeply rooted 
social attitudes as he attempts 
to improve healthcare ser-
vices in the village.

Parashar said the new 
season takes his character 
through several unexpected 
twists while highlighting the 
realities of rural healthcare 
with humour and emotion.

‘Gram Chikitsalay’ Season 2 trailer 
released, to premiere on June 23
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New Delhi: Indian fans 
are set for an action-packed 
fortnight as both the Indian 
Men’s Hockey Team and 
the Indian Women’s Hock-
ey Team take centre stage 
on the international circuit, 
offering supporters a rare 
opportunity to witness 
elite-level hockey almost 
every day from June 14 to 
June 28.

The Indian Men’s and 
Women’s Teams will be 
competing simultaneously 
across Europe and

New Zealand, creating 
an almost uninterrupted 
stretch of international 
hockey for fans to enjoy.

Whether it is the men 
taking on World No. 1 
Netherlands, reigning 
world champions Germa-
ny, arch-rivals Pakistan and 
World No. 4 England in the 
FIH Hockey Pro League 
2025-26, or the women 
chasing promotion back to 
the Pro League at the FIH 
Hockey Women’s Nations 
CupNew Zealand 2025-26 
in Auckland, there will be 
no shortage of storylines, 
stakes and spectacle.The 
timing could not be more 
significant.With the FIH 
Hockey World Cup and 
Asian Games on the hori-
zon, the upcoming fixtures 
offersa fascinating glimpse 
into the teams' structure 
ahead of two big events. 
For coaches, it is an oppor-
tunity to test combinations. 
For players, it is a chance to 
cement their place in the 
plans for the sport’s biggest 

stages. For fans, it is an op-
portunity to witness two 
Indian teams chasing suc-
cess in different continents.

The men’s team begins 
its European campaign 
against the Netherlands in 
Rotterdam before taking on 
Germany in back-to-back 
encounters. Both nations 
are widely considered 
among the favourites for 
this year’s World Cup, and 
the challenge couldn’t have 
come at a better time as the 
Indian Team prepares to 
end its long wait for a World 
Cup title.

Adding another layer of 
intrigue, the fixtures in the 
Netherlands will allow the 
Indian squad to familiarise 
itself with conditions in one 
of the host nations for the 
2026 FIH Hockey World 
Cup, which will have Bel-
gium as the second host.

Then comes one of the 
most anticipated chapters 

in world hockey.
India and Pakistan will 

renew their historic rivalry 
– on June 23 and June 26 – 
in London, where India will 
also face hosts England. 
Few fixtures in internation-
al sport carry the emotion, 
history and anticipation of 
an India-Pakistan contest, 
and fans can expect both 
encounters to command 
global attention.

While the men battle 
Europe’s elite in the FIH 
Pro League, the Indian 
Women’s Hockey Team 
will have a major objective 
of its own.

Competing at the FIH 
Hockey Women’s Nations 
Cup in Auckland, the wom-
en will be chasing

the ultimate prize — a 
place in next season’s FIH 
Hockey Pro League. Every 
match carries significance, 
and a strong performance 
could provide the perfect 

springboard ahead of the 
upcoming World Cup.

The tournament also 
presents a valuable oppor-
tunity for the squad to con-
tinue its upward trajectory 
against quality internation-
al opposition and build mo-
mentum heading into a cru-
cial period for the team.

With high stakes, glob-
al rivalries and World Cup 
build-up all converging at 
the same time, June prom-
ises to be one of the most 
exciting periods on the In-
dian hockey calendar.

Former Indian hockey 
legend Rupinder Pal Singh 
believes fans are in for a 
memorable fortnight.

“As players, these are 
the periods we look for-
ward to because every 
match carries meaning. For 
fans, it’s even more special 
because there will be Indian 
hockey on their screens al-
most every day. The men’s 

team will be tested against 
some of the very best teams 
in the world, while the 
women’s team has an op-
portunity to take a major 
step forward through the 
Nations Cup. It’s a fantastic 
showcase of where Indian 
hockey stands today and 
where it wants to go tomor-
row,” he said.

Former Indian Wom-
en’s Team captain Rani 
echoed the sentiment and 
said, “It’s rare to have both 
Indian teams competing si-
multaneously at such im-
portant tournaments. The 
women have a chance to 
fight for promotion to the 
Pro League, while the men 
will be challenging the 
strongest teams in world 
hockey. For supporters, it 
means nearly two weeks of 
continuous Indian hockey. 
We hope fans rally behind 
both teams because their 
support gives players im-
mense confidence and mo-
tivation.”

From battle for promo-
tion in Auckland to World 
Cup auditions in Rotterdam 
and blockbuster rivalries in 
London, the stage is set.

India’s FIH Men’s Pro 
League games will be 
broadcast on Star Sports se-
lect 1, select 2, and Star 
Sports Khel and will be live 
streamed on JioHotstar, 
while the Indian Women’s 
Hockey team’s FIH Hock-
ey Women’s Nations Cup 
matches will be live-
streamed on Watch.Hockey 
for free.

Indian Men’s & Women’s Hockey teams 
set for a fortnight of global action Kuala Lumpur:  For-

mer world champion PV 
Sindhu will spearhead In-
dia's challenge at the BWF 
World Championships 2026 
in New Delhi after the Bad-
minton World Federation 
(BWF) finalised the qualifi-
cation list for the prestigious 
tournament scheduled to be 
held from August 17 to 23.

The upcoming edition of 
the World Championships 
assumes added significance 
for Indian badminton as the 
country prepares to host one 
of the sport's biggest events. 
Competing on home soil, the 
Indian contingent will look 
to make the most of familiar 
conditions and strong crowd 
support.A total of 10 Indian 
players and pairs have se-
cured qualification across 
the five disciplines, reflect-
ing the country's growing 
depth and competitiveness in 
international badminton. 
The qualification list was 
prepared on the basis of the 
world rankings published on 
April 28.Sindhu, one of In-
dia's most decorated bad-
minton players, earned her 
place in the women's singles 
draw as India's host repre-
sentative under the BWF 
qualification rules. The two-
time Olympic medallist re-
mains one of the country's 
biggest medal hopes at the 
tournament.The 30-year-old 
created history by winning 
the women's singles gold 
medal at the 2019 World 
Championships, becoming 
the first Indian to achieve the 
feat. She had earlier claimed 
silver medals at the global 
event in 2017 and 2018, un-

derlining her consistency on 
the world stage.The BWF 
qualification list comprises 
64 players each in the men's 
and women's singles catego-
ries, while 48 pairs have 
qualified in each of the three 
doubles disciplines. The for-
mat ensures representation 
from leading badminton na-
tions while maintaining 
global diversity.India will 
have two direct entrants in 
every category at the World 
Championships, highlight-
ing the nation's strengthen-
ing position in international 
badminton and its ability to 
consistently produce elite 
players across disciplines.In 
the men's singles competi-
tion, Lakshya Sen and Ayush 
Shetty secured qualification. 
Lakshya, who has been one 
of India's most prominent 
male shuttlers in recent 
years, will seek to convert his 
experience at major events 
into a strong performance, 
while Ayush Shetty's qualifi-
cation marks another impor-
tant milestone in his emerg-
ing career.Sindhu will be 
joined in the women's singles 

event by promising young-
ster Unnati Hooda. Consid-
ered one of the brightest 
prospects in Indian badmin-
ton, Unnati will have an op-
portunity to test herself 
against some of the world's 
best players on one of the 
sport's biggest stages.India's 
strongest-ranked entry 
comes in men's doubles, 
where the celebrated pair of 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty qualified 
fourth overall. The duo has 
established itself among the 
world's leading combina-
tions and will be viewed as 
serious contenders for a po-
dium finish.The country's 
second men's doubles berth 
was secured by Hariharan 
Amsakarunan and MR Ar-
jun. Their qualification re-
flects India's improving 
strength in doubles events, 
an area that has witnessed 
considerable progress in re-
cent years.In women's dou-
bles, Treesa Jolly and Gay-
atri Gopichand will lead 
India's campaign after quali-
fying as the 30th-ranked pair 
among the entrants. 

PV Sindhu leads India's World 
Championships charge

Toronto :  Canada is 
bracing for a historic football 
moment as the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup opened on Thurs-
day.This year's tournament 
marks the first time that Can-
ada will host matches for the 
FIFA World Cup, with the 
team set to play its opener on 
home soil against Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on Friday.

In an official statement 
released on Thursday, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney declared, "Canada is 
ready for the beautiful 
game."

Carney noted that Cana-
da first played at the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico, and 
that football has flourished 
across the country since then

The prime minister high-
lighted that his government 
has made an investment of 
over 750 million Canadian 
dollars to support the sport, 
projecting that the tourna-
ment is expected to create 
nearly 25,000 jobs and inject 
approximately two billion 
Canadian dollars into the na-

tional economy, according to 
Xinhua.

At a pre-match press 
conference held in Toronto 
on Thursday, Canada head 
coach Jesse Marsch, accom-
panied by vice-captain Ste-
phen Eustaquio, expressed 
the team's readiness and fo-
cus.

Addressing the pressure 
of the tournament opener and 
the atmosphere of playing at 
home, Marsch said, "The 
pressure is real, but it stems 
from our deep understanding 
of the responsibility we carry 
representing our nation."

"We want to show the 
world that Canadian players 
are not just 'good people' - 
generous and kind - but also 
intense and fierce competi-
tors," Marsch added.

Eustaquio, a veteran 
midfielder with Portuguese 
heritage, provided a light-
hearted yet patriotic response 
when asked to name the fa-
vorites for the title. "Canada. 
Of course, also Portugal.
Canada first," he said.

Canada ready for historic 
FIFA World Cup opener

Mexico City :  Mexico 
and South Korea began with 
victories on an absorbing 
opening day of the FIFA 
World Cup.

The tournament kicked 
off in front of 80,000 fans at 
Mexico City Stadium with a 
rousing opening ceremony 
that included live perfor-
mances from Shakira, Burna 
Boy and J Balvin on Thurs-
day.

But the main attraction 
for the heavily partisan 
crowd was the football, and 
the home side didn't disap-
point as Julian Quinones and 
Raul Jimenez scored in each 
half to secure a 2-0 win over

a South African side that 
finished with nine men.

Quinones capitalized on 
a turnover to give his side an 
early lead before Sphephelo 
Sithole received a red card 
for bringing down Brian 

Gutierrez.Jimenez nodded in 
Mexico's second goal and 
South Africa suffered a fur-
ther blow when Themba 

Zwane was also sent off for a 
high challenge on Roberto 
Alvarado.Mexico also fin-
ished the match a man down 

after defender Cesar Montes 
was dismissed for an ugly 
challenge on Khuliso Mu-
dau.

"We were superior but 
the score did not reflect that," 
Mexico manager Javier 
Aguirre told reporters, ad-
mitting the occasion over-
whelmed some of his 
players."Things got a little 
complicated but we relaxed 
and we did start with a win. 
Can we make it better? Of 
course.""When we looked at 
the stadium, it was incredi-
ble. We got a little bit of stage 
fright." South Africa manag-
er Hugo Broos was encour-
aged by his team's perfor-
mance, despite 
acknowledging Mexico's 
superiority."If we show the 
same mentality and play the 
same way as today, I'm sure 
we will have great results in 
the next two games," he said.

Mexico, South Korea 
win World Cup openers

Southampton :  De-
fending champions New 
Zealand Women will begin 
their ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup 2026 campaign 
against West Indies Women 
in a high-profile Group clash 
at The Rose Bowl, South-
ampton on Saturday, June 
13, with the White Ferns en-
tering as strong favourites.

New Zealand hold a 
clear psychological and sta-
tistical edge, having won all 
of their last five T20I meet-
ings against West Indies 
Women. The reigning cham-
pions also bring a settled and 
in-form core led by all-round 
star Melie Kerr, who contin-
ues to dominate with both 
bat and ball, supported by 
experienced campaigners 
Sophie Devine and Suzie 
Bates.

West Indies Women, 
however, arrive with genu-
ine match-winners capable 
of changing the game in a 
matter of overs. Captain 
Hayley Matthews remains 
their key pillar, contributing 
heavily with both bat and 
ball, while Deandra Dottin’s 
power-hitting and Stafanie 
Taylor’s experience add 
depth to their batting order. 
Their bowling attack, led by 
Chinelle Henry and Afy 
Fletcher, will look to exploit 

English conditions with ear-
ly movement and spin varia-
tion.

The Rose Bowl surface 
is expected to assist seamers 
early due to humidity and 
breeze, before becoming 
more batting-friendly. His-
torically, the venue has pro-
duced first-innings scores 
around 148, with teams bat-
ting first winning a majority 
of recent matches. A total in 
the 150–160 range is likely 
to be competitive.

Winning prediction: 
New Zealand Women hold 
the edge due to superior bal-
ance, consistency, and dom-
inance in the head-to-head 
record, but West Indies’ ex-
plosive batting lineup keeps 

them in contention if they 
strike early.

Scotland Women vs Ire-
land Women (Emirates Old 
Trafford, Manchester)

Ireland Women enter 
their opener as slight favou-
rites against Scotland Wom-
en, backed by stronger bat-
ting depth and recent 
dominance in head-to-head 
meetings. Gaby Lewis, Orla 
Prendergast, and Amy Hunt-
er lead Ireland’s batting unit, 
with Prendergast arriving in 
strong touch after a produc-
tive Tri-Series, adding sta-
bility and aggressive intent 
in the middle order.

Ireland’s biggest advan-
tage lies in their all-round 
balance. Prendergast and 

Orla aside from batting also 
provide crucial wickets, 
while Arlene Kelly leads a 
disciplined pace attack ca-
pable of exploiting early 
swing at Old Trafford. Cara 
Murray’s leg-spin offers 
control through the middle 
overs, which could be deci-
sive if conditions slow down 
later in the innings.

Scotland Women will 
look to counter with their 
own experienced core, led 
by Kathryn Bryce and Sarah 
Bryce, who are expected to 
anchor the innings and ac-
celerate in the middle overs. 
However, their success will 
largely depend on how well 
they handle Ireland’s new-
ball attack and whether their 
middle order can resist pres-
sure in key phases of the 
game.

The Old Trafford sur-
face is expected to be bal-
anced, with early assistance 
for seamers under overcast 
skies before settling into a 
good batting track. Teams 
winning the toss are likely to 
bowl first, targeting early 
breakthroughs before chas-
ing under improving condi-
tions. 

Overall, Ireland’s supe-
rior depth and recent consis-
tency give them a narrow but 
clear advantage.

Zurich (Switzerland):  
Argentina (1st, up 2), the 
reigning world champions, 
will begin their title defence 
as the world's top-ranked 
team, with the June FIFA/
Coca-Cola Men's World 
Ranking published just hours 
before the biggest-ever FIFA 
World Cup gets under way.
Following a series of pre-FI-
FA World Cup friendlies that 
marked the second period in 
which the FIFA/Coca-Cola 
Men's World Ranking was 
updated in real time during 
international matches, Ar-
gentina surged back to the 
summit after victories in 
both their warm-up fixtures, 
against Iceland and Hondu-
ras.They replace France 
(3rd, down 2), who slipped 
behind after losing to Cote 
d'Ivoire before beating 
Northern Ireland, and Spain, 
who were held to a draw by 
Iraq and then beat Peru.Fur-
ther down the top ten, Mo-
rocco (7th, up 1) continue 
their rise, reaching their 
highest-ever position since 

the FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's 
World Ranking was intro-
duced in August 1993. Indo-
ing so, they overtake the 
Netherlands (8th, down 1), 
whilst elsewhere in the top 
20, Mexico and Uruguay 
move above Senegal (15th, 
down 1) and the USA, with 
IR Iran entering the top 
20.Hungary (39th, up 3), 
Chile and China PR are the 
biggest climbers in the top 
100, with Serbia (41st, down 
4), Mali and Benin register-
ing the biggest drops.Out-
side the top 100, Lebanon 
and Bhutan suffer the biggest 
drops.The FIFA/Coca-Cola 
Men’s World Ranking will 
also serve as the tiebreaker, 
according to the Competition 
Regulations, to confirm the 
ranking within the group of 
two or more teams at the end 
of group stage and to deter-
mine which eight teams are 
the best third-placed teams to 
advance to the Round of 32 if 
multiple third-ranked teams 
are still tied after applying 
the criteria in steps 1 and 2.

Boston:  France held its 
first training session in Bos-
ton at Bentley University, 
with Kylian Mbappe, Ous-
mane Dembele and Michael 
Olise all taking part.

After having arrived in 
Boston on Wednesday, 
France kicks off its 2026 
FIFA World Cup campaign 
against Senegal in New Jer-
sey on June 16, before facing 
Iraq in Philadelphia on

June 22 and then taking 

on Norway at Boston Stadi-
um in Foxborough four days 
later.The

team is working to adapt 
to the time difference and its 
new surroundings.

"I think it varies from 
person to person; some peo-
ple have more trouble adjust-
ing quickly than others. I 
think it might take a day, two, 
or three to adjust," goalkeep-
er Brice Samba said when 
asked about jet lag."Starting 

yesterday, we started follow-
ing the American schedule 
when it comes to meals, so 
little by little things will fall 
into place and we'll be ad-
justed to life here."

Defender Maxence Lac-
roix said he was impressed 
by the team's base in Boston. 
"It's unbelievable. We are re-
ally happy to be here. It's go-
ing to be a beautiful adven-
ture for us. And yeah, like we 
say, we are ready to play," 

Lacroix said, according to 
Xinhua."I think we have to 
take it game by game. We 
have a really good team, of 
course, but we also have 
good opponents. In this 
World Cup, you have the best 
players in the world and the 
best teams. So we have to 
stay focused on ourselves 
and what we have."Lacroix 
said appearing at the World 
Cup fulfilled a long-held am-
bition. "It's a big dream. 

Geneva: The International Ski 
Mountaineering Federation (ISMF) has 
welcomed a proposal by the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) to ex-
pand ski mountaineering's presence at 
the 2030 Olympic Winter Games to be 
held in the French Alps, describing the 
move as a significant step forward in the 
sport's Olympic journey.

The proposal was approved by the 
IOC Executive Board on Wednesday 
and recommends the inclusion of five 
ski mountaineering events in the com-
petition programme for the 2030 Winter 
Olympics. The recommendation will 
now be placed before the IOC Session 
for final approval later this month.

If ratified, the French Alps 2030 
Olympic programme will feature men's 
individual, women's individual, men's 

sprint, women's sprint and mixed relay 
events in ski mountaineering. The ex-
panded schedule would increase both 
the visibility and competitive scope of 
the discipline on the Olympic stage.

The proposal is set to be considered 
at the 146th IOC Session, which is 
scheduled to take place on June 24 and 
25. A positive vote by IOC members 
would formally confirm the enhanced 
role of ski mountaineering at the Games.

The announcement represents an-
other milestone for a sport that is only 
beginning its Olympic chapter. Ski 
mountaineering is set to make its Olym-
pic debut at the Milano Cortina 2026 
Winter Games, marking the first time 
athletes in the discipline will compete 
for Olympic medals.

At Milano Cortina 2026, a total of 

36 athletes are expected to compete in 
three medal events: men's sprint, wom-
en's sprint and mixed relay. These events 
were selected to introduce the sport to 
Olympic audiences through fast-paced 
and spectator-friendly formats.

In its statement issued on Thursday, 
the ISMF said the proposal for French 
Alps 2030 reflects the natural evolution 
of the sport's Olympic programme. The 
federation noted that the addition of the 
individual events would provide a more 
complete representation of ski moun-
taineering.According to the ISMF, the 
proposed individual events would 
showcase many of the traditional quali-
ties that define the discipline, including 
endurance, technical expertise and the 
ability to navigate demanding alpine 
terrain.

Ski mountaineering body welcomes proposed 
expansion at 2030 Winter Olympics

France settles into Boston base 
ahead of World Cup campaign

NZ favoured against WI, 
Ireland ahead of Scotland

Argentina reclaim top spot 
in FIFA Men’s World Ranking
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BSE Sensex
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

75,527.95 2.30%

73,832.55  

75,608.02 74,453.39

Nifty 500
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

22,599.80 2.19%

22,114.45 22,376.45

 22,295.15

Nifty Bank
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

56,814.80 2.97%

55,176.75  

56,867.10 55,726.55

Nifty 50
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

23,622.90 1.99%

 23,412.55

23,645.35 23,313.90

Nifty 100
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

24,602.25 2.06%

 24,378.90

24,271.70

Nifty Next 50
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

69,998.20 2.37%

68,378.75 69,318.20

70,080.95  

Nifty Midcap 100
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

2.43%

59,325.40 60,115.85

60,829.15 59,833.80

Company Current % Gain
Shriram Finance 954.95 7.75
Bajaj Finance 918.30 5.49
Larsen 4,049.30 4.85
Interglobe Avi 4,709.70 4.60
Titan Company 4,184.00 3.95

Company Current %Loss
Nestle 1,375.70 -3.29
ONGC 246.20 -2.53
Tech Mahindra 1,429.20 -2.45
SBI Life Insura 1,706.00 -0.76
TATA Cons. Prod 1,100.70 -0.71

Top Gainers

Top Losers

Commodities
Commodity Price  Change (%)

Gold Aug 05 150,550.00 1,618.00
1.09

Silver Jul 03 243,481.00 3,828.00
1.60

Crudeoil Jun 18 8,094.00 -250.00
-3.00

Naturalgas Jun 25 292.40 -2.00
-0.68

22,618.70

55,934.1023,161.60 24,104.7074,709.27

68,947.40

60.768.10

24,625.50

Pune: Bajaj Auto Foun-
dation, the CSR arm of Ba-
jaj Auto Limited, on Thurs-
day announced a landmark 
commitment of Rs 400 
crore over the next decade 
to empower women engi-
neers through the Rupa Ra-
hul Bajaj Scholarship for 
Women in Engineering 
(RRBSWE).

The Rupa Rahul Bajaj 
Scholarship, India's largest 
scholarship programme for 
women in core engineering 
has been conceived for mer-
itorious young women pur-
suing core engineering dis-
ciplines including 
Mechanical Engineering, 
Electronics, Industrial In-
strumentation, Mechatron-
ics, Robotics, and allied 
fields.Under the pro-
gramme, scholars will re-
ceive financial support of 
up to Rs 8 lakh across the 
course of their engineering 
education at 40 leading en-
gineering institutions in-
cluding IITs, NITs, IIITs, 
and reputed state and pri-
vate universities.

Beyond financial assis-
tance, the scholarship is de-
signed to nurture the next 
generation of women lead-
ers in engineering through 

structured mentorship, 
leadership development, 
industry immersion, and ac-
cess to professional net-
works.

The event was held at 
Bajaj Auto Headquarters in 
Pune, where the Foundation 
formally unveiled the 
scholarship identity and fe-
licitated the inaugural co-
hort of 506 meritorious 
young scholars. The event 
was graced by chief guest 
Ms. Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw, Executive Chairper-
son and Founder of Biocon 
Limited, alongside Mr. Ra-
jiv Bajaj, Managing Direc-
tor, Bajaj Auto Ltd.

The scholarship pro-
gram seeks to address the 
persistent under-represen-
tation of women in core en-

gineering and manufactur-
ing sectors at a time when 
advanced manufacturing, 
deep technology, and indus-
trial innovation are becom-
ing increasingly critical to 
India's economic growth 
and global competitive-
ness.

Reflecting the larger 
commitment towards build-
ing India's future workforce 
through skilling, education, 
and opportunity creation, 
the event also marked the 
unveiling of Bajaj Auto 
Foundation's overarching 
proposition - "Where there's 
a skill, there's a way."

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rajiv Bajaj said, 
"Women possess inherent 
skills of patience, empathy 
and diligence which are 

very strong attributes to ex-
cel in core engineering jobs. 
We identified this long back 
and made women engineers 
a significant part of our 
workforce. In fact, from vir-
tually no women in our op-
erations till around a decade 
back, today they account 
for nearly 20% of our work-
force. This has brought a 
meaningful difference to 
our way of working and 
contributed to Bajaj Auto's 
global scale, thereby mak-
ing us the World's Favourite 
Indian. This program would 
extend our learning with the 
larger manufacturing in-
dustry."

Elaborating, he noted: 
"The Rupa Rahul Bajaj 
Scholarship for Women in 
Engineering holds a special 

place in my heart, as it car-
ries the name of my beloved 
mother, Rupa Rahul Bajaj. 
Her dedication to education 
and her belief that women 
can drive change in their 
communities inspire this 
program.

The Rupa Rahul Bajaj 
Scholarship is an invest-
ment in talent, ambition, 
and the belief that opportu-
nity can unlock extraordi-
nary potential. We are deep-
ly committed to ensuring 
that women play a far great-
er role in shaping the future 
of engineering and manu-
facturing" he added.

Sharing her thoughts on 
the impact of the announce-
ment, Ms. Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw said that the fu-
ture of science, engineering, 
and manufacturing must be 
built on inclusion and equal 
opportunity.

"Encouraging more 
women to pursue core engi-
neering disciplines is not 
just a social imperative, but 
an economic one. Initia-
tives like the Rupa Rahul 
Bajaj Scholarship can help 
create a stronger and more 
diverse innovation ecosys-
tem for India," she ob-
served.

Bajaj Auto Foundation commits Rs 400 
Crore through Rupa Rahul Bajaj Scholarship

Mumbai: Vipul Organ-
ics Limited, a leading spe-
cialty chemicals company 
operating in the pigments 
and dyes segment, has an-
nounced a strategic and ex-
clusive distribution partner-
ship with Switzerland-based 
Omya Group, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the In-
dian company's global ex-
pansion journey. The 
collaboration is expected to 
strengthen Vipul Organics' 
footprint across Europe and 
open new avenues for growth 
in the specialty chemicals 
market.

Omya Group is a pri-
vately held, multi-billion-
dollar enterprise with a 
strong international presence 
and a reputation built over 
more than a century. The 
company is globally recog-
nised as a leader in the pro-
duction of industrial miner-
als and the distribution of 
specialty chemicals, serving 
customers across a wide 
range of industries and geog-
raphies.

Under the terms of the 
agreement, Omya will serve 
as the sole distributor of 
Vipul Organics' SunTone® 
and SunCoat® product rang-
es throughout the European 

market. The exclusive ar-
rangement is aimed at ex-
panding the reach of Vipul 
Organics' high-performance 
pigment solutions by lever-
aging Omya's established 
distribution network and 
deep market expertise.

The distribution rights 
granted to Omya extend 
across several European ter-
ritories, including the United 
Kingdom, Norway, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
Montenegro, North Macedo-
nia, Albania and Moldova. 
However, the agreement ex-
cludes Switzerland and Po-
land, where separate ar-
rangements may continue to 
exist.

Vipul Organics' Sun-
Tone® range comprises ad-
vanced pigment dispersions 
and pigment powders that 
cater to a broad spectrum of 
industrial applications. 
These products have earned 
recognition for their consis-
tency, quality and perfor-
mance in demanding manu-
facturing environments.

The SunTone® portfolio 
finds extensive use in indus-
tries such as paints, inks, 
plastics, textiles and rubber. 
In addition, the range has ap-
plications in automotive 

coatings and industrial 
paints, sectors where dura-
bility, colour stability and 
technical precision are of 
paramount importance.

Similarly, the SunCoat® 
range has established itself 
as a versatile offering in the 
paints and coatings industry. 
Designed to deliver reliable 
colour performance, the 
products cater to both deco-
rative and industrial require-
ments.Applications of the 
SunCoat® range extend to 
interior and exterior coat-
ings, decorative paints and 
paper coatings. The products 
are also used in specialised 
sectors such as seed coat-
ings, helping provide visual 
differentiation and function-
al benefits.

Beyond conventional 
coatings, SunCoat® prod-
ucts are utilised in detergents 
for the coloration of both liq-
uid and solid soaps. They 
also find use in shoe polish 
formulations as well as artis-
tic and educational colour 
products, reflecting the ver-
satility of the product line.

According to the com-
pany, the partnership brings 
together the complementary 
strengths of both organisa-
tions. 

Vipul Organics Limited Partners with Global 
Specialty Materials Leader OMYA for Exclusive 

European Distribution of Pigments

New Delhi : The Gov-
ernment on Thursday ex-
empted Ethanol Blended 
Petrol (EBP) variants con-
taining higher proportions of 
ethanol from the applicable 
central excise duties, accord-
ing to an official order issued 
by the Ministry of Finance. 
The move extends an exist-
ing tax treatment to newer 
ethanol blends and is aimed 
at simplifying the excise 
framework governing blend-
ed fuels.

The exemption will ap-
ply to Ethanol Blended Pet-
rol variants such as E22, 
E25, E27 and E30, which 
contain 22 per cent, 25 per 
cent, 27 per cent and 30 per 
cent ethanol, respectively. 
These blends are part of the 
country's broader push to-
wards cleaner fuels and re-
duced dependence on im-
ported crude oil.

The official order clari-
fied that the exemption is 
subject to specific condi-
tions. It will be available 
only when the appropriate 
central excise duties have al-
ready been paid on the petrol 
component used in the blend 
and the applicable Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) has 
been paid on the ethanol 
mixed with the fuel.

This means that the tax 

relief is not a blanket waiver 
but rather a mechanism to 
avoid duplication in taxa-
tion. The exemption recog-
nises that taxes have already 
been discharged separately 
on the constituent compo-
nents before the blending 
process takes place.

According to the gov-
ernment, the objective be-
hind the decision is to re-
move the "deeming fiction" 
that existed under the central 
excise law. The term refers to 
a legal interpretation that 
could potentially treat the 
blended product as attracting 
excise duty despite duties 
having already been paid on 
the individual inputs.

By eliminating this 
anomaly, the government in-
tends to bring greater clarity 
and consistency to the taxa-
tion framework governing 
ethanol-blended fuels. The 
move is expected to ease 
compliance requirements for 
oil marketing companies and 
other stakeholders involved 
in fuel blending operations.

The exemption has been 
provided on the same lines as 
the treatment already avail-
able for lower ethanol blends 
such as E5, E10 and E20. 
These blends, containing 5 
per cent, 10 per cent and 20 
per cent ethanol respectively, 

had earlier been granted sim-
ilar relief under the central 
excise regime.

Officials indicated that 
the latest notification simply 
extends the existing princi-
ple to newer categories of 
ethanol-blended petrol intro-
duced as part of the country's 
evolving biofuel roadmap. It 
does not represent a fresh re-
duction in fuel taxes.

Importantly, the govern-
ment clarified that there is no 
change in the central excise 
duty rate applicable on petrol 
meant for domestic con-
sumption. Consumers 
should therefore not inter-
pret the notification as a cut 
in petrol taxes or an immedi-
ate trigger for lower retail 
fuel prices.Instead, the mea-
sure is largely administrative 
and seeks to streamline the 
tax structure associated with 
higher ethanol blends. It en-
sures that the blending pro-
cess itself does not become a 
source of unintended tax 
complications.

India has been steadily 
increasing the use of ethanol 
in petrol as part of its efforts 
to promote renewable ener-
gy, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and provide an al-
ternative market for agricul-
tural feedstocks used in etha-
nol production.

Govt exempts Ethanol Blended Petrol 
(EBP) from central excise duties

New Delhi:  The Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas has signed a tripar-
tite Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the governments of Assam 
and Nagaland to accelerate 
domestic exploration and 
production (E&P) of hydro-
carbons in the Northeast re-
gion.

Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas 
Hardeep Singh Puri said the 
Northeast holds significant 
potential for oil and gas ex-
ploration, with Assam alone 

accounting for nearly 22 per 
cent of India’s crude oil re-
serves and around 15 per 
cent of the country’s natural 
gas reserves.

He highlighted that Na-
galand also has consider-
able hydrocarbon potential 
in the Naga-Schuppen Belt 
of the Assam-Arakan Ba-
sin, an area with both natu-
rally flowing hydrocarbon 
resources and large un-
tapped reserves.

The MoU establishes a 
framework of cooperation 
between the Centre and the 

two state governments, 
aimed at providing greater 
certainty to investors, en-
suring regulatory coordina-
tion, enabling operational 
continuity, and supporting 
long-term investment deci-
sions in the upstream oil 
and gas sector.

The agreement focuses 
on restarting mineral oil ex-
ploration activities in the 
disputed area belt (DAB) 
along the Assam-Nagaland 
border, where operations 
had remained stalled for 
more than three decades 

due to jurisdictional issues.
The government said 

the resumption of explora-
tion activities is expected to 
generate employment, en-
courage local entrepreneur-
ship, strengthen infrastruc-
ture, create opportunities 
for contractors and service 
providers.

And contribute to the 
economic development of 
communities across the 
Northeast.

Union Home Minister 
and Minister of Coopera-
tion Amit Shah said the 

MoU could significantly 
boost production capacity 
in the region, with current 
extraction levels of around 
1,000–1,500 barrels per day 
potentially increasing more 
than tenfold.

The framework will 
also focus on ensuring the 
safety and security of per-
sonnel and assets, improv-
ing coordination among 
stakeholders, encouraging 
investment in the upstream 
petroleum sector, and sup-
porting India’s broader en-
ergy security objectives.

India signs MoU with Assam, Nagaland to 
boost Hydrocarbon exploration in Northeast

New Delhi:  The prices of Tata 
cars are set to be expensive as the 
Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Ltd 
is set to increase prices of its passen-
ger vehicle portfolio, including both 
internal combustion engine (ICE) 
and electric vehicles (EVs) by up to 
1.5 per cent from July 1.

This will mark its second hike in 
three months after the company 
raised prices of its ICE vehicle range 

from April 1, amid escalating cost 
pressures due to the ongoing West 
Asia conflict-led disruptions.

The automaker had previously 
hiked prices of its internal combus-
tion engine (ICE) passenger vehicles 
from April 1, 2026.

"This price revision is being un-
dertaken to partially offset the im-
pact of rising input costs and sus-
tained inflationary pressures," the 

company said in a regulatory filing.
Further Tata Motors said while it 

continues to absorb a significant por-
tion of these increases.

A part of the impact is being 
passed on to customers through this 
adjustment.

"The extent of the price increase 
will vary across models and variants, 
ensuring that the overall value prop-
osition of each is maintained," it 

added.
Recently, Maruti Suzuki India 

has also hiked prices of its vehicles 
across models by up to Rs 30,000 
from June 1, citing inflationary pres-
sures and an adverse cost environ-
ment.

Hyundai Motor India Ltd also 
increased prices of its vehicles by up 
to Rs 12,800 from June 1, depending 
on the model and variants. 

Tata Motors to increase prices of 
passenger vehicle from July 1

New Delhi:India’s retail infla-
tion rose to 3.93 per cent in May, up 
from 3.48 per cent in April, accord-
ing to government data released by 
the Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation (MoS-
PI), indicating a moderate uptick in 
overall price pressures.The data 
shows that food inflation during 
May stood at 4.78 per cent on a 
year-on-year (Y-o-Y) basis, re-
flecting continued pressure on 
household budgets, particularly in 
essential consumption categories.
Rural and urban inflation rates also 
remained elevated, with rural infla-
tion recorded at 4.85 per cent, 
while urban inflation stood slightly 
lower at 4.66 per cent. This indi-
cates that price increases were 
broadly spread across both seg-
ments, with a marginally higher 
impact in rural areas.The Ministry 
noted that housing inflation for 
May stood at 2.12 per cent (provi-
sional), highlighting a relatively 
stable trend in housing-related 
costs compared to volatile food 
prices. The corresponding housing 
inflation rates were 2.73 per cent in 
rural areas and 1.91 per cent in ur-

ban regions.According to official 
data, several essential and com-
monly consumed items helped 
moderate inflationary pressure. 
The top items recording compara-
tively low inflation included pota-
to, peas, motor car, jeep, cumin, 
motor cycle and scooter.These cat-
egories either saw stable prices or 
relatively slower increases com-
pared to other commodity groups, 
contributing to a partial balancing 
effect on the overall inflation bas-
ket.On the other hand, certain food 
and commodity items witnessed 
higher inflation during the month, 
reflecting uneven price move-
ments across different consump-
tion segments.Among the items 
that experienced higher inflation 
were silver jewellery, tomato, 
gold, diamond and platinum jewel-
lery, ginger, raisin and monacca, 
indicating strong price pressure in 
both food perishables and high-
value commodities.Tomato and 
ginger, in particular, are known for 
seasonal price volatility, often in-
fluenced by supply chain disrup-
tions, weather conditions and agri-
cultural output cycles.

Retail inflation rose to 
3.93 percent in May

Mumbai : Indian bench-
mark indices witnessed a 
strong rally on Friday, driven 
by aggressive short covering 
and improving global senti-
ment. Optimism over a po-
tential US-Iran peace deal, a 
decline in crude oil prices 
below USD 88 per barrel, a 
sharp recovery in the rupee 
and supportive global cues 
fuelled buying interest 
throughout the session. At 
the close, the Sensex surged 
1,695.4 points, or 2.3 per 
cent, to 75,527.95, while the 
Nifty gained 461.3 points, or 
1.99 per cent, to settle at 
23,622.9, reclaiming and 
closing comfortably above 
the 23,600 mark.

Buying was broad-based 
across sectors, with all major 
indices ending in positive 
territory. The rally was led by 
Nifty Realty, Financial Ser-
vices, PSU Banks, Private 
Banks, and Consumer Dura-
bles, which advanced be-
tween 2 per cent and 4 per 
cent, according to Bajaj 
Broking’s market commen-

tary. The Nifty IT Index was 
the only relative laggard, un-
derperforming the broader 
market despite ending the 
session in positive territory.

The broader market con-
tinued to outperform the 
benchmark indices, reflect-
ing strong investor risk ap-
petite. The Nifty Midcap 100 
gained 2.43 per cent, while 
the Nifty Smallcap 100 ad-

vanced 2.80 per cent, indi-
cating widespread participa-
tion across sectors.

The Nifty rallied 2 per 
cent on Friday and closed at 
the week’s high. The index 
formed a strong bullish can-
dle with a higher high and a 
higher low, signalling a con-
tinuation of the uptrend. It 
also closed above its 20-day 
EMA.The index ended 

above the two-week trading 
range of 23,000-23,550, 
highlighting the strength of 
the ongoing upmove.

According to Bajaj 
Broking, sustained trade 
above Friday’s low of 23,313 
will keep the bias positive 
and open the door for further 
upside towards 23,800 and 
24,000 in the coming ses-
sions. 

Sensex surges 1,700 points, Nifty ends 
above 23k amid hopes of US-Iran peace deal




