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Sensex falls
364 pts,
Nifty below
23,900

Police Officer Transferred
After Threatening

Detained Students with
False Case PG.3

Raj and Uddhav Thackeray announce joint Mumhbai march
on July 26 over NEET paper leak and student protests

Kalyani Prayadarshan

to showcase her action
mettle in zombie thriller
“Pralay” PG.6

Hockey India Junior
Women Academy
Championship begins

in Gwalior on Today PG.7

PG.8

Mumbai: In a rare and Raj  stated that the responsible minister must take resignation. Still, government for opting for repression instead onward, are joining in because shows no loss of dignity.
powerful display of political natlonWlde student protests accountability, noting that the mishandling has now escalated of communication, drawing accumulated public frustration Addressing the upcoming
unity, Maharashtra Navnirman were entirely peaceful, yet = parallels with the handling of is now spilling over. July 26 march from Shivaji
Sena  (MNS) Chief Raj students, including female farmer protests, Manipur, and Expressing deep dismay, Park to Siddhivinayak, Uddhav

Thackeray and Shiv Sena (UBT)
Chief Uddhav Thackeray held a
joint press conference to launch
a scathing attack on the central

students, are being subjected to
intense pressure, brutal lathi-
charges, and police brutality.
Pointing out the BJP's past

tribal issues, and adding that
he had previously warned the
Prime Minister that centralizing
exams would lead to student

Uddhav and Raj highlighted
reports from Delhi protests
where female students were
allegedly subjected to brutal

urged participants to maintain
absolute peace, warning that
some elements and civil-dress
individuals aligned with police

government over the NEET opposition stand, he recalled suicides. treatment, including torn clothes are attempting to divert and
exam paper leak controversy and how the party had previously Uddhav ~ echoed  these and severe beatings, calling such  derail the movement.
the ongoing nationwide student demanded resignations, citing sentiments, stressing that the actions entirely unbefitting of a Both  leaders  clarified

that the march will serve as a
peaceful display of strength for
students, parents, and citizens to
offer prayers at Siddhivinayak
for the government's collective
wisdom while registering their
strong democratic dissent.

protests.

Condemning the police
crackdown on agitating students,
both leaders announced a
massive joint protest march from
Shivaji Park to the Siddhivinayak
Temple in Mumbai on July 26.

the resignation of former

Home Minister R.R. Patil after

the 26/11 attacks and protests :

against then-Mumbai Police ' ! “

Commissioner Arup Patnaik. initial student demand was the issue to the Prime Minister's
Raj emphasised that strictly for union Education level, he claimed.

if a department fails, the Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's Raj criticised the government

agitation is no longer limited
to just the NEET examination.
Drawing from his interactions
during a Delhi visit, he noted
that citizens aggrieved by
various government decisions,
ranging from demonetisation

democracy.

Uddhav criticised the Prime
Minister for relying on social
media messages rather than
personally meeting and engaging
with protesting students, noting
that talking to the nation's youth

CM's daughter Divija Fadnavis
issues cautious warning to youth over
NEET protests via Instagram story

Mumbai: Asnationwide
student protests and demands
for union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation over the NEET
paper leak issue echo from
the streets to Parliament,
Divija Fadnavis, daughter of
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, has
stepped into the discourse.

Breaking her silence
on the ongoing agitations,
she took to Instagram to
issue a sharp and cautionary
message to the youth
regarding digital trends and
political opportunism.

Divija advised
youngsters not to blindly
jump into protests or
rebellions merely because
a  particular movement
is trending on social
media. Acknowledging

that peaceful protest is
a fundamental right of
every citizen, she firmly

maintained that violence—

whether  perpetrated by
protesters against police
or vice-versa—is entirely
unacceptable and should
never be permitted.

While supporting
educational reforms is valid,
she warned youths against
blindly endorsing the specific
political parties or ideologies

leading these campaigns
without thoroughly
understanding  their  true
motives beforehand.

Expressing her
perspective on democratic
accountability, she noted
that  opposition  parties
should help the ruling
administration make better
decisions keeping national
development in  mind,
rather than acting purely
as malicious adversaries
focused solely on
defamation.

Stressing  that
welfare must remain
paramount, she warned
youth to stay vigilant against
ideologies that hijack core
issues like the NEET paper
leak and twist them toward
communal or  diverted
directions.

student

Congress delegation meets top cops demanding
halt to repression of protesting students

Mumbai: A delegation,
led by Maharashtra
State Congress President
Harshvardhan Sapkal, met
Director General of Police
Sadanand Date and Mumbai
Police Commissioner Deven
Bharti today, demanding an
immediate halt to repressive
police action against students
who are protesting in various

parts of Mmi.
The delegation,
comprising Congress

Working Committee (CWC)
member Naseem  Khan,
MLA Bhai Jagtap and other
Congress  leaders,  also
demanded an immediate
halt to incidents such as
obstructing, = manhandling
and detaining journalists
during media coverage.
Interacting ~ with  the
media after the meeting,
MPCC  President Sapkal

said that numerous cases of
alleged police brutality have
been reported against student
protesting in Mumbai.

"A major drug racket is
operating in the state, and a
video surfaced today where
a policeman supposedly
threatened youth against
protesting by telling them
that they will be framed in
a narcotics case by planting
drugs on them. This has
further deepened suspicions
whether this is happening
under police protection. The
police officer who threatened
to implicate the protesting
students in false drug cases

should be immediately
dismissed from  service
and arrested, after which
an impartial investigation

should be conducted," he
said.

Sapkal further

stated that the DGP
and the Mumbai Police
Commissioner informed
the Congress delegation
that an

investigation has

been initiated against the
police officer involved, and
necessary action will be
taken after the investigation
is completed.

"There is widespread
anger among the youth
regarding the question paper
leak issue, and their anger

is visible across the country.
Prioritising this as a serious
issue, Rahul Gandhi was the
first to launch a campaign for
students. In Maharashtra, the

Congress party is organising
protests on this issue in all
districts," he said.

"The objective of
these protests is to demand
the resignation of union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
comprehensive reforms in the

examination system. Many
political parties and social
organizations are agitating
for the same issue. A meeting
of the opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) parties will
be held soon and the next
phase of the movement will
be announced," Sapkal said.
Responding to a
question about senior social
activist Anna Hazare, Sapkal

said that two incidents
seem to have awakened
"Kumbhakarna"  (Hazare)

from his slumber.

"On one hand, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
tweeted about the matter, but
his statement is completely
misleading and untrue. On
the other hand, Anna Hazare
also awakened finally, but he
should not go back to sleep
again," the MPCC President
added.

Salman Khan supports students’ education
reform movement, calls for peaceful resolution

Mumbai: Actor Salman
Khan has expressed support
for students participating
in the ongoing movement
seeking reforms in the
country's education
system,stating that the issue
should remain focused on
students and  education
rather than turning into a
political debate.

In a statement shared
on social media regarding
the Delhi student agitation,
Salman Khan said it was
deeply distressing to see a
movement that had remained
peaceful take a violent turn.
He expressed his heartfelt
sympathies to the students
and their family members
who were injured during the
protest.

Describing the alleged
examination paper leak as an
extremely serious matter, the
actor said it was encouraging

to witness students from
across the country coming
together to demand a
stronger and fairer education

system. He also appreciated

the support extended by
parents to the movement,
saying  their  solidarity
reflected the importance of
the issue.

Salman Khan praised
the  determination  and
commitment displayed by
the students, stating that

their honesty, dedication and
desire to secure both their
own future and the future
of an educated India were
truly inspiring. He said the
movement was progressing
in the right direction and
noted that the students had
conducted their protest in a
completely peaceful manner.
According to him, their
courage, confidence and
passion for education would
help build a stronger future
for the nation.

He further emphasised
that the matter concerns
students and the education
system and should not be
given a political colour.
Salman Khan said the entire
credit for the movement
belongs to the students of
the country, adding that he
believes the government
will also extend full
cooperation to them and

take constructive steps to
strengthen the education
system. He expressed hope
that such an approach would
result in a positive outcome
for everyone.

The actor said he was
praying for a constructive
resolution and extended his
best wishes to every student
striving to pursue education
and build a better future.

Highlighting the
long-term  importance of
education, Salman Khan
said learning should become
India's next major identity
and the country's strongest
future trend. He added that
the value of education should
continue to grow every year
so that students from around
the world choose India as
their destination for higher
studies, helping establish the
country as a global centre of
education.

Congress says PM under
pressure over student protests

Jairam Ramesh targets Modi on paper leak issue

New Delhi: Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh on Thursday

launched a fresh attack on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the issue of
examination paper leaks
and the ongoing student
protests, alleging that the
Prime Minister was avoiding
parliamentary debate and
had come under pressure due
to the growing nationwide
outrage over the issue.

In a post on social media
platform X, Ramesh claimed
that the Prime Minister
lacked the courage to
participate in a serious debate
in Parliament, unlike his
predecessors who addressed
the House whenever the
situation demanded.

"The Prime Minister
does not have the courage
to stand up in Parliament
and participate in a serious
debate, as all Prime Ministers
before him did whenever
the occasion demanded,"
Ramesh said.

Referring to  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
social media announcement
earlier in the day on setting
up fast-track courts for paper
leak cases, the Congress
leader alleged that the post
was an attempt to project
concern for students but
reflected the government's
defensive position.

"This morning, through
a social media post, he tried
to create the impression
that he is concerned about
the issues being raised by

students across the country.
But in reality, that post shows
that he is under pressure and
completely rattled," Ramesh
wrote.

Escalating his criticism,
the Congress leader accused
the government of presiding
over a series of alleged
irregularities, saying, "Vote
theft, seat theft, donation
theft, theft of examination
papers... the list keeps getting
longer."

The remarks came amid
an intensifying  political
confrontation over alleged
irregularities in competitive
examinations and paper leak
cases. The Congress has
been accusing the Centre of
failing to protect the interests
of students and suppressing
protests over the issue, while

demanding
from the government.

accountability

Earlier on Thursday,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced that fast-
track courts would be
established to ensure the
speedy disposal of paper
leak cases and said those
responsible for jeopardising
the future of the country's
youth would face swift and
stringent punishment. The
government has maintained
that it is committed to
safeguarding students'
interests through a series
of administrative and legal
measures to strengthen the
integrity of the examination
system.

PM announces fast-track courts for paper leak
cases, Vows strict punishment for accused

Delhi:
Modi

New
Narendra

Prime Minister
on Thursday
announced that the government

will establish fast-track courts to

ensure the speedy trial of paper leak
cases, asserting that safeguarding
the interests and future of students
remains the government's highest
priority and warning that those
responsible for compromising the
future of the country's youth "will

not be spared."

In a post on social media
platform X, the Prime Minister
said the decision was aimed at
ensuring swift justice and stringent
punishment for those involved in
examination paper leaks, which
have triggered widespread concern
over the integrity of competitive
recruitment
tests. "Nothing is more important
than the welfare and future of our
youth!" Modi said, adding, "We
have decided to set up fast-track
courts to ensure swift and stringent
punishment for those involved
in paper leaks. Have directed the

examinations and

interests of students."

concerned authorities and officials
to take all necessary steps in this
regard. This continues our series

of steps for safeguarding the

Reiterating the government's
resolve to crack down on those
responsible for such offences, the
Prime Minister said, "Those who
try to harm the future of our youth

earliest,

will not be spared."
In his Hindi post, Modi said,
"The welfare and future of the

country's youth are our highest
priority. To ensure that those
guilty in all paper leak cases
receive strict punishment at the

fast-track courts
be constituted for the speedy
disposal of these cases. Directions

will

have already been issued to the
concerned departments to ensure
the necessary action."

He described the move as
"an important step"
of measures being undertaken
by the government to protect the
interests of students and reiterated
that "anyone who tampers with
the future of the youth will not

be spared."
comes amid heightened political
and public focus on examination
irregularities
incidents, with concerns over the
credibility of recruitment
entrance examinations dominating
" public discourse in recent months.
The issue has sparked protests
) by students and criticism from
opposition parties,
accused the government of failing

The announcement

and paper leak

and

which have

The Centre has maintained

. to prevent repeated examination
. leaks.
that it is committed to protecting
the interests of students through
legislative, ini i
and i
A4 o i

administrative

technological ~ measures

strengthen the examination

system. The proposed fast-track

in the series

courts are expected to expedite
the prosecution of those accused
in paper leak cases and reinforce
the government's efforts to deter
such offences through quicker
judicial proceedings and stricter
punishment.

DMRC shuts down 16 metros again

]

AT

New Delhi:
Delhi Metro stations were

Sixteen

closed for operations
from 7:30 am until further
notice, the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) said
on Thursday.

At 6:55 am, the
DMRC released a list of
the 16 stations affected:
Lok Kalyan Marg, Rajiv
Chowk, Patel  Chowk,
Ramakrishna Ashram
Marg, Barakhambha Road,
Supreme Court, Seva Teerth,

Janpath, Mandi House,
Central Secretariat, ITO,
Delhi Gate, Indraprastha,

_amld the ongomg CJP protests

Khan Market, Jor Bagh and
Shivaji Stadium. While entry
and exit at these stations
have  been  suspended,
interchange facilities will
continue to be available at
Rajiv Chowk, Mandi House
and Central Secretariat,
the DMRC said. The
announcement came after
fresh tensions erupted on
Sansad Marg on Wednesday
night, away from the protest
site. Security has also been
tightened around Jantar
Mantar, where the protest
led by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) is continuing.
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Fadnavis hits out at Thackeray cousins over their planned
joint protest against alleged TET examination scam

Mumbai: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis today hit out at
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray as well as
his cousin and Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief Raj Thackeray over
their planned joint protest
against the alleged TET ex-
amination scam.

“Stop hiding your own
misdeeds while pointing
fingers at others,” Fadnavis
said, recalling the alleged
irregularities in the Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) during
Uddhav Thackeray’s tenure
as chief minister.

He claimed that the
TET scam during the previ-
ous government was one of
the biggest scandals in the
state’s history and alleged
that officials, including IAS
officers, were involved. He
further alleged that candi-
dates who had failed exam-

inations were helped to pass
during the previous regime.

The Chief Minister said
that his government had act-

ed against those allegedly in-
volved in the TET irregular-

ities before the examination
could take place, after de-
tecting the suspected scam.

The remarks came ahead
of a joint march announced
by the Thackeray cousins
on July 26 from Chhatrapa-
ti Shivaji Maharaj Park to
the Siddhivinayak Temple
in Mumbai.Raj Thackeray
has appealed to students and
parents to participate in the
protest, saying that no po-
litical party flags would be
allowed and that only the na-
tional flag would be carried.
He also said that the issue
should be resolved rather
than allowed to escalate.

Uddhav Thackeray,
meanwhile, said that leaders,
including NCP founder Sha-
rad Pawar and even Fadna-
vis, could potentially attend
the protest, adding that the
agitation would make it clear
who stood with the students
and who opposed them.

3,500 VBA workers detained ahead
of Maharashtra Bandh: Ambedkar

Akola : Vanchit Bahu-
jan Aghadi (VBA) presi-
dent Prakash Ambedkar on
Thursday alleged that around
3,500 party workers were
detained across Maharashtra
ahead of the statewide bandh
called by the outfit in protest
against the Centre’s educa-
tion policies and the alleged
police action on students and
protesters in Delhi.

Addressing  reporters,
Ambedkar claimed the de-
tentions were carried out
even as those responsible for
the alleged NEET paper leak
remained untouched.

“Nearly 3,500 VBA
workers have been detained.
However, no action is being
taken against those involved
in the NEET paper leak.
Police have been deployed
in large numbers across the
state. This is unfortunate,”
he said.

Ambedkar further al-

leged that a section of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) was attempt-
ing to provoke clashes with

m Jr'.’,' i

VBA supporters.
While announcing the

bandh earlier, Ambedkar
had accused the union gov-
ernment of pursuing educa-
tion policies that discourage
learning and critical thinking
among the youth.

“The government does
not want people to become
educated because education
broadens understanding and
promotes critical thinking,”
he had said, while urging cit-

izens across Maharashtra to
support the shutdown.

He also clarified that
the bandh was not discussed
with any political party.

Ambedkar additionally
alleged that police had used
pellet guns against protesters
in Delhi, claiming the action
violated United Nations ad-
visories.

He further accused the
authorities of using exces-
sive force against students
and protesters and said
the bandh was intended to
highlight alleged irregular-
ities and corruption in the
country’s education system.
The bandh also witnessed
protests in other parts of Ma-
harashtra, including Nagpur,
where over 100 demonstra-
tors were detained after they
allegedly refused to vacate
Samvidhan Square. The de-
tentions were made till 5 pm,
when this report was filed.

Mumbai water storage nears 70 per cent as Modak
sagar overflows following heavy Monsoon rains

Mumbai:  Continuous
monsoon rainfall over the
past 24 hours has signifi-
cantly improved Mumbai’s
drinking water reserves,
with the combined storage in
the seven reservoirs supply-
ing water to the city rising
to 69.74% of their total live
storage capacity, according
to the latest data released by
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation’s Hydraulic
Engineer’s Department.

The city’s reservoir lev-
els recorded a sharp increase
of 7.84 percentage points
between 6 am on Wednes-
day, July 22, and 6 am on
Thursday, July 23, following
sustained rainfall across the
catchment areas.

Official figures show
that the seven lakes; Upper
Vaitarna, Modak Sagar, Tan-
sa, Middle Vaitarna, Bhatsa,
Vihar, and Tulsi now collec-
tively hold 10,09,432 million

litres of water against their
total live storage capacity
of 14,47,363 million litres,
bringing Mumbai’s available
drinking water stock close to
the 70% mark.

Modak Sagar reached its
full storage capacity and be-
gan overflowing at 2:07 am
on Thursday, becoming the
fourth reservoir to overflow
during the current monsoon
season. Earlier this month,
Vihar and Tulsi overflowed
on July 7, while Tansa began
overflowing on July 22.

Among the remain-
ing reservoirs, Bhatsa, the
largest source of Mumbai’s
drinking water, has reached
65.01% of its useful storage
capacity. Middle Vaitarna is
currently at 62.27%, while
Upper Vaitarna has filled up
t0 49.41% of its capacity.

Heavy rainfall contin-
ued across the reservoir
catchment areas during the

24-hour period. Upper Vai-
tarna recorded the highest
rainfall at 230 mm, followed
by Middle Vaitarna at 207
mm, Modak Sagar at 185
mm, Tulsi at 163 mm, Bhat-
sa at 123 mm, while Tansa
and Vihar each recorded 103
mm.
The Bhandup Complex,
which houses Mumbai’s
Master Control Centre for
water supply operations, re-
ceived 110 mm of rainfall
during the same period. The
cumulative seasonal rainfall
recorded at the complex has
now reached 2,116 mm.

The improvement in res-
ervoir levels comes as Mum-
bai continues to witness
widespread monsoon activi-
ty under the India Meteoro-
logical Department’s Yellow
Alert. The steady rise in wa-
ter storage has strengthened
the city’s drinking water po-
sition.

Congress slams Maha govt over ‘police state’
tactics on protesters, backs July 26 agitation

Mumbai : Launching a
scathing attack on the state
administration, Maharash-
tra Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (MPCC) President
Harshwardhan Sapkal on
Thursday accused the ruling
Mahayuti of transforming
Mabharashtra into a tyranni-
cal “police state”.Lashing
out at the heavy-handed
crackdown on student pro-
testers, Sapkal announced
the Congress backing for the
upcoming statewide agita-
tion on July 26, spearheaded
jointly by opposition heavy-
weights Uddhav Thackeray
and Raj Thackeray.Sapkal
vehemently condemned the
state machinery for what he
termed as “suppressing dem-
ocratic student protests”,
sparked by nationwide youth
outrage and demands in-
cluding the resignation of
union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. He

slammed authorities for “il-
legally detaining” underage
students in custody without
even notifying their families,
warning that the grand old
party will fiercely protect
democratic rights.

Taking a direct dig at the
state’s internal security appa-
ratus, Sapkal remarked that
the Home Department has
been reduced to operating
on the whims of low-level
proxies rather than autono-
mous law enforcement, as-
serting that a “creeping dic-
tatorship” is systematically
replacing democracy.He
also demanded the immedi-
ate suspension of a Mumbai
police personnel featured in
a controversial viral video
that raised severe adminis-
trative red flags.Confirming
unequivocal support for the
July 26 joint agitation led
by Uddhav Thackeray and
Raj Thackeray, Sapkal stat-

ed that a unified roadmap
will soon be chalked out in
consultation with with op-
position Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) and INDIA bloc al-
lies.Mocking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s delayed
response after 30 days of na-
tionwide student unrest, Sap-
kal sarcastically urged social
activist Anna Hazare to “stay
awake this time.”Dismissing
leader Sadabhau Khot’s re-
marks against student pro-
testers, Sapkal quipped that
Khot is speaking the RSS’
language and prescribed him
a metaphorical “Get Well
Soon.”Branding the state’s
micro farmers’ relief pack-
age—restricted to a 36,566
farmers—as a “cruel joke”,
Sapkal likened it to the pro-
verbial “much cry and little
wool”, mocking whether it
was intended as an insulting
birthday gift to the distressed
agrarian community.

Pl (Athawale) to hold ‘maha morcha’
demanding SC Sub-Classification
only after caste census

Pune: The Republican
Party of India (Athawale)
today demanded that any de-
cision on sub-classification
among Scheduled Castes
be taken only after the com-
pletion of the national caste
census and publication of
accurate population data.

The party has an-
nounced a grand protest
march on July 27, starting
from the statue of Bharat
Ratna Dr B R Ambedkar
near the District Collector-
ate office in Pune.

The announcement was
made at a press conference
by RPI (Athawale) Pune city
president Sanjay Sonawane,
Pune Deputy Mayor Parshu-
ram Wadekar and state sec-
retary Balasaheb Janrao.

Party general secretary
Mahipal Waghmare, along

with Sham Sadafule, Mohan
Jagtap, Nilesh Rokade and
other office-bearers, were
present at the press confer-
ence held at the Pune Shra-
mik Patrakar Bhavan.

Sonawane said the party
was committed to preserv-
ing social unity among the
59 communities included
in the Scheduled Caste cat-
egory.

He said the process of
sub-classification should be
undertaken only after the
national caste census so that
decisions could be based on
accurate population figures
and justice could be ensured
for all communities.

Wadekar said various
Scheduled Caste communi-
ties had fought together for
social justice, equal rights
and reservation for decades.

Mumbai BJP leader claims anti-India
forces have hijacked student movement

Mumbai: Mumbai BJP
President Amit Satam stated
here on Thursday that “an-
ti-India international forces”
have hijacked the student
movement and are con-
spiring to obstruct India’s
progress and revolutionary
transformation under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Modi.Satam appealed to
students and youth not to fall
prey to this conspiracy.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP state of-
fice here on Thursday, Satam
said: “The Modi government
took action within four days
of the NEET paper leak. The
NEET exam was cancelled
on May 3. The Education
Ministry handed over the
investigation to the CBI
and union Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan accepted

moral responsibility.“Today,
the Prime Minister has also
clarified that action will be
taken against those guilty
of the NEET paper leak
by setting up a fast track
court.”The budget for this
education sector, which was
Rs 8,225 crore during the
previous government, has
now increased to Rs 1.39
lakh crore. Modi has brought
about a revolution in the ed-
ucation sector in the last 12
years, and immediate action
was taken after this paper
leak,” Amit Satam said.
“There is an internation-
al conspiracy to stop India’s
progress. These anti-national
forces have realised that the
people of India have com-
pletely rejected opposition
leaders like Rahul Gandhi,
the Congress Party, Akhilesh

Yadav, Mamata Banerjee
of Trinamool Congress and
opposition leaders in Ma-
harashtra.“They have been
defeated in elections. There-
fore, it is an attempt by an-
ti-national forces to create
trouble,” Satam said.He said
that the same people who
raised slogans like ‘Bharat
Tere Tukde Honge Inshallah
Inshallah’ and ‘Afzal Hum
Sharminda Hai Tere Qatil
Zinda Hai’ are supporting
CJP and Abhijit Dipke to-
day.“Khalistanis, All India
Student Association, Stu-
dent Federation of India,
SIMI founder Syed Qasim
Rasool Ilyas and Advocate
Colin Gonsalves who filed
a mercy petition for Ajmal
Kasab, Nandita Narayan,
Arundhati Roy who said that
Kashmir is not a part of In-

dia, are conspirators against
India. The Tukde Tukde
Gang receives foreign funds
and those who want to bring
back Article 370 are sup-
porting Abhijit Dipke,” Amit
Satam said.“People like Dh-
ruv Rathi who is stationed
in  Germany, Gajabhau
from Maharashtra who is
in America are conspiring
against India. Those who are
attacking the police, smash-
ing their cars and tearing the
clothes of female cops and
throwing stones at them are
not students, but anti-India
forces, who hijacked the
student movement,” Satam
said.“How many cases were
registered and how many re-
signed and how the accused
were arrested, after the
CBSE Pre-Medical question
paper leaked in 2004,

Maharashtra bandh evokes good
response to VBA’s shutdown call

Nagpur : The statewide
bandh called by the Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) on
Thursday in protest against
the alleged NEET paper leak
and the reported police lathi-
charge on students during
a demonstration at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar witnessed a
significant response across
several parts of Maharashtra.

The shutdown affected
normal life in many districts,
with markets, commercial
establishments, and educa-
tional institutions remaining
closed in various locations.
The bandh was organised to
express solidarity with pro-
testing students and demand
accountability over the al-
leged examination irregu-
larities.Among the districts
that witnessed the strongest
impact were Akola, Yavat-
mal, and Gadchiroli, where
the bandh was reported to
be nearly complete. Most
shops, business establish-
ments, and local markets re-
mained shut throughout the
day as traders responded to
the call.

Several schools, col-
leges, and other educational
institutions also suspended

their operations in view of
the bandh, while local ad-
ministrations closely moni-
tored the situation to prevent
any law and order issues.

Public transport services
experienced partial disrup-
tions in some areas due to
demonstrations and road
protests organised by VBA
workers and  supporters.
However, essential services,
including healthcare and
emergency services, contin-
ued to function without in-
terruption.

Large numbers of VBA
workers and supporters as-
sembled at major squares
and public places across
different districts, raising
slogans against the Central
government and condemn-
ing the alleged use of force
against students protesting in
the national capital.

Protesters demanded a
fair investigation into the
alleged NEET paper leak
and called for accountability
from those responsible for
the controversy. Demonstra-
tors also criticised the police
action taken against students
during the protest at Jantar
Mantar.

Fadnavis challenges Rahul
Gandhi to debate issue in Parliament

Mumbai:  Escalating
the political slugfest over the
NEET examination paper
leak controversy, Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis launched a fierce
attack on Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and oppo-
sition parties, challenging
them to abandon street pro-
tests and engage in a sub-
stantive debate inside Par-
liament instead of allegedly
exploiting students for polit-
ical gains.

Questioning Rahul
Gandhi’s courage and com-
mitment to democracy and
the Constitution, Fadnavis

asked why the opposition
is avoiding a debate on the
issue in Parliament, assert-
ing that their reluctance
stemmed from a fear of be-
ing exposed.

Highlighting past ad-
ministrative failures, Fadna-
vis said paper leaks had oc-
curred multiple times during
Congress-led governments
in states such as Karnataka,
Telangana, and Rajasthan,
along with similar incidents
under the AAP government
in Punjab.

He warned the opposi-
tion against using students as
political pawns.

Police crack down on Maharas

organisers as stir evokes mixed

Mumbai: Thousands of
students, citizens and work-
ers of the Vanchit Bahujan
Aghadi (VBA) participated
in a protest march across
Pune on Thursday, respond-
ing to the statewide Maha-
rashtra Bandh called by VBA
president Prakash Ambedkar
to protest the police action
against students demonstrat-
ing at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar
and demand the resignation
of union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

The Maharashtra Bandh
evoked a mixed response
across the state, though
Mumbai was relatively unaf-
fected. Still, shops remained
closed in the suburbs of
Mumbai where VBA has a
presence.

Interacting with media
persons here on Thursday,
VBA chief Prakash Ambed-
kar claimed that nearly
3,500 of his party’s workers
were detained in Mumbai on
Wednesday night, just be-
fore the Thursday, July 23
Maharashtra Bandh called
by the outfit.

“Shops  stayed shut,
though vehicles were seen
plying. Some schools linked
to the RSS are functioning. A
section of the RSS appears to
be trying to create a situation
which could lead to unrest,
similar to what happened in
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar, where
a lathi charge was carried
out to create an atmosphere
of fear. However, we in-
structed our workers to re-
main peaceful,” VBA chief
Prakash Ambedkar said.

“In  Mumbai alone,
nearly 3,000 of our workers
have been detained by the
police, served notices, and
their family members have
been threatened with ac-
tion if they step out of their
homes. The government has
created an atmosphere of re-
pression through the police.
Our demand is that strict ac-
tion should be taken against
the recurring question paper
leaks and against those re-
sponsible for them,” he said.

“I told state intelligence
department officials who
came to meet me that the

people are angry about the
government’s action against
Jantar Mantar protestors and
that their anger is likely to be
directed against the police,”

Ambedkar said.
In Mumbai, workers
of the VBA’s Kurla unit

blocked the Mumbai—Sion—
Mulund National Highway
on Thursday as part of the
Mabharashtra Bandh. Sever-
al party workers, including
Swapnil Javalgekar, Swap-
nil Waghmare, Sandhya Pa-
gare, Anil Mhaske and Malti
Wagh, participated in the
protest.

The bandh had a greater
impact in VBA strongholds
like suburban Chembur,
Ghatkopar and Dharavi,
while parts of Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar district, Ako-
la district and Nagpur were
also affected, besides Pune,
where a large protest demon-
stration was organised by the
VBA.

In Mumbai, the police
intervened and removed
VBA protesters who at-
tempted to block the East-

ern Express Highway. VBA
Mumbai President Chetan
Ahire was taken into po-
custody during

lice the

shutdown in Mumbai.VBA
chief Prakash Ambedkar’s
son and VBA leader Shujaat
Ambedkar was also detained
by the police in Mumbai,
along with other protestors.

In Bhandup, Mumbai
Regional President of the
VBA Snehal Sohni and oth-
er activists visited different

localities to assess the re-
sponse to the Maharashtra
Bandh. Several shopkeep-
ers supported the protest by

keeping their establishments
closed.

The vegetable market
at Vashi Naka in suburban
Chembur remained com-
pletely shut, while residents
and traders in Byculla and
Mazgaon also reportedly ob-
served a shutdown.

The VBA alleged that

police had served notices
on several party leaders and
workers ahead of the protest.
The VBA also claimed that
some of its office bearers
were placed under virtual
house arrest, with police
personnel deployed outside
their residences to prevent
them from participating in
the agitation.

The bandh had some im-
pact in the Mohane area near
Kalyan, near Mumbai. Many
traders in Mohane, Ambivali
and Titwala areas kept their
shops closed, even as VBA
activists shouted slogans
against the government, de-
manding justice for Jantar
Mantar students and NEET
question paper leak-affected
students.In Pune, a VBA-
led protest march began at
around 10 am after leaders
and workers paid floral trib-
utes to the statue of Chha-
trapati Sambhaji Maharaj
at the Deccan area. Carry-
ing the Indian tricolour and
raising slogans against the
central government, protest-
ers marched through Laxmi

tra Bandh
response

Road and Bhawani Peth be-
fore concluding the march at
the statue of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar near Pune Rail-
way Station.

As  the  procession
moved through Bhide Wada
and Shivaji Road, protesters
appealed to shopkeepers to
voluntarily shut their estab-
lishments in support of the
bandh. VBA had also urged
parents not to send their chil-
dren to schools and colleges
for the day. Party leaders
claimed that more than 30
organisations, including stu-
dent groups, social organisa-
tions, traders and like-mind-
ed political parties, had
extended support to the pro-
test. VBA workers in Pune
also staged a road blockade
near the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mabharaj statue in Kothrud,
disrupting traffic on the busy
stretch. Activists sat on the
road, waved VBA party flags
and raised slogans against
the police action on protest-
ing Jantar Mantar students,
which led to traffic delays.

In Nanded district, state

transport bus services re-
mained off the roads during
the bandh.

A strict bandh has been
observed in the market of
Karmala in Solapur in sup-
port of the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) and the NEET
question paper leak-affected
students.

Karmala city and ar-
eas in Jeur and Kem areas,
which are the largest mar-
kets in the taluka were af-
fected by the bandh.

At Kranti Chowk in Ch-
hatrapati Sambhajinagar, the
police intervened after VBA
activists took to the streets,
while the left parties active-
ly supported the bandh in
Kolhapur  district. Vanchit
and Left Front activists at
the central bus station area
appealed to traders to keep
their shops shut.VBA activ-
ists staged a road block pro-
test on the Yermala-Kalamb
road at Masa Khandeshwari
in Kalamb taluka of Dha-
rashiv district, which dis-
rupted traffic on the highway
for some time.
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Police Officer Transferred After Threatening
Detained Students with False Case

Mumbai : A local police
constable was removed from
his current duty post after
a viral video showed him
threatening detained student
protesters. The clip showed
a group of young demonstra-
tors sitting inside a police
van after being picked up
from a demonstration. The
officer sitting in the front
warned them never to join
future rallies again or he
would ruin their lives.

In the recording, the po-
liceman claimed he would
plant illegal drugs in their
bags to send them to jail.
After the video circulated
widely on social media plat-
forms, senior police manage-
ment ordered an immediate
departmental inquiry. Offi-
cials stated that further dis-
ciplinary or legal steps will
depend on the final findings
of the internal investigation.

A local police constable
in Mumbai was removed
from his current duty as-
signment after a viral video
surfaced online showing him
verbally threatening a group
of detained student protest-
ers. The incident occurred
shortly after law enforce-
ment personnel rounded up
young demonstrators from a
public protest site and placed

=

them inside a official police
transport vehicle to be taken
into custody.

The protest had initially
drawn a considerable crowd
of students who gathered to
peacefully voice their con-
cerns regarding pressing so-
cial and educational issues.
As officers moved in to clear
the area, several key partic-
ipants were detained and
guided into waiting police
vans, setting the stage for the
controversial interaction that
was subsequently captured
on camera.

Inside the police trans-

port van, a small group of
young demonstrators sat qui-
etly under the supervision of
law enforcement personnel
while waiting to be driven
to the local police station. A
student seated near the rear
of the vehicle managed to
discreetly record the interac-
tion on a mobile phone, cap-
turing the entire exchange
between the officer in charge
and the detained youth.

The recorded clip clear-
ly shows a police constable
sitting in the front passenger
section turned around toward
the back of the vehicle to ad-

dress the detained students.
Rather than following stan-
dard administrative proce-
dures or explaining the legal
basis for their detention, the
officer began delivering a
stern and aggressive warning
to the young passengers.

In the video, the police-
man can be heard warning
the students never to par-
ticipate in future protests or
rallies again if they valued
their personal lives and fu-
ture prospects. The officer
raised his voice and told the
young demonstrators that
engaging in further activist

activities would result in se-
vere personal consequences
that would permanently alter
their life trajectories.

The constable went on
to state that he possessed
the power to complete-
ly ruin their personal and
professional futures if they
continued to join social
movements. He emphasized
that participating in public
demonstrations was a mis-
take that would bring long-
term hardship upon them and
their families, urging them to
abandon their activist efforts
entirely.

The most shocking mo-
ment of the recording oc-
curred when the policeman
openly threatened to fabri-
cate serious criminal charges
against the young demon-
strators. In an explicit dec-
laration captured clearly on
audio and video, the officer
claimed he could easily plant
illegal drugs inside their per-
sonal bags and backpacks
without their knowledge or
consent.

By fabricating narcot-
ics evidence, the constable
threatened to frame the stu-
dents under stringent an-
ti-drug laws, which carry
heavy penalties and lengthy
prison sentences.

Local Youth and Police Save Four Family
Members Stranded by Rising Floods

Mumbai : Severe con-
tinuous rain caused local
streams and rivers to swell
rapidly, surrounding hous-
es and trapping residents in
floodwaters. In one critical
case, four members of a lo-
cal family became stranded
inside a small hut next to
their home when floodwa-
ters quickly encircled the
property late at night. Re-
alizing they were stuck, the
family called out to nearby
villagers for help.

heavy rainfall had caused
nearby rivers and streams
to overflow, completely sur-
rounding the family’s prop-
erty and trapping them in-
side a small shelter adjacent
to their house late at night.

As the water levels rose
rapidly, the stranded family
members shouted for help
to alert neighbors in the vi-
cinity.

Hearing their calls, lo-
cal villagers immediately
alerted the authorities and

assembled a rescue group
to respond to the dangerous
situation.

Despite the darkness
and the strong water cur-
rents, a team composed of
courageous local youth and
police personnel arrived at
the scene around ten o’clock
at night to attempt a rescue.
Equipped with ropes and
floating tubes, the rescuers
waded into the floodwaters
to establish a secure line to
the trapped family.

A group of brave
local youth along with
a team of police offi-
cers rushed to the spot
around ten at night.
Facing strong currents,
the rescuers used ropes
and floating tubes to
reach the trapped fam-
ily. They successfully
brought all four indi-
viduals out to safety
without any injuries,
even as heavy down-
pours continued to
flood surrounding roads
and disrupt regional
transport.

A group of local
youth and police offi-
cers carried out a brave
rescue operation to
save four members of
a family stranded by
rising floodwaters in
Mumbai. Continuous

Major Lake Overflows to Boost
City Drinking Water Supply

Mumbai Heavy
continuous rainfall in key
catchment areas caused the
Modak Sagar lake to start
overflowing early Thurs-
day morning. This makes
it the fourth major reservoir
supplying the city to fill up
completely this monsoon
season. The rapid inflow of
rainwater has increased to-
tal water storage across all
seven main supply lakes to
nearly seventy percent of
their full capacity.

This boosted reserve
holds enough water to cover
the city’s needs for over two
hundred days. Despite the
positive increase in overall
water levels, civic officials
stated that the existing ten
percent water cut enforced
across the city will remain
in place for now until a for-
mal review takes place.

Heavy continuous rain-
fall across key catchment
areas in Maharashtra has
caused the Modak Sagar

lake to start overflowing ear-

fering significant relief to

civic officials monitored the

ly Thursday morning. This
critical development marks
the fourth major reservoir
supplying drinking water to
the city of Mumbai to reach
its full capacity during the
current monsoon season.
The relentless downpours
over the surrounding hills
and forests have channeled
massive volumes of fresh-
water directly into the lake,
bringing its water levels to
the maximum limit and of-

urban water management
authorities. The overflowing
of Modak Sagar represents
a crucial milestone in se-
curing the city’s municipal
water supply for the coming
year. As one of the primary
lakes feeding the vast urban
distribution network, the
reservoir plays a founda-
tional role in meeting the
daily hydration, sanitation,
and operational needs of
millions of residents. Local

rising water gauges closely
overnight as steady inflows
pushed the lake past its
crest level, officially initi-
ating the natural overflow
process into downstream
channels.The rapid inflow
of rainwater across regional
catchment zones has dra-
matically boosted the to-
tal water storage recorded
across all seven main sup-
ply lakes that cater to the
metropolis.

Church Leaders Call for Special Prayers
and Education Reforms After Clash

Mumbai :

in Delhi.

The church leaders want the
community to pray for national
peace, healing, social harmony,
and a speedy recovery for those

who were injured.

The Archdiocese
of Bombay has issued a direc-
tive asking all local parishes and
religious houses to hold special
prayers during Sunday Masses and
daily services. This call comes af-
ter recent violent incidents broke
out during student demonstrations

suffer.

The official statement empha-
sizes the need to resolve public
disputes through peaceful discus-
sions rather than using force. It
also asks authorities to show re-
straint while keeping order.

Furthermore, the directive urg-
es officials to make the national
education system fairer, more ac-
cessible, and focused on human
dignity so that students do not

all local parishes, chapels, and
religious houses under its jurisdic-
tion to hold special prayers during
Sunday Masses and daily services.
The announcement comes in the
wake of recent violent clashes that
erupted during student demonstra-
tions in Delhi, prompting church
leadership to seek spiritual reflec-
tion and community support for
the impacted individuals and the

faithful to unite in prayer for na-
tional peace, social harmony, and
institutional healing. Special in-
tentions will be offered for those
who sustained physical injuries
during the unrest, wishing them a
safe and speedy recovery while of-
fering comfort to affected families.

The statement highlights the
importance of resolving public
grievances through constructive,

The Archdiocese of Bombay
has issued a directive calling on

wider nation.

In its official communication,
the Archdiocese requested the

peaceful dialogue rather than re-
sorting to physical confrontation
or heavy-handed force.

Protesting Students Perform Viral Viking
Row Movement to

Mumbai Young
demonstrators protest-
ing against competitive
examination paper leaks
brought a unique sports-
style celebration to the
streets. A group of student
protesters performed the
famous Norwegian “Vi-
king Row” while loudly
demanding official res-
ignations. In a viral clip,
one person beats a rhythm
on a drum while dozens
of sitting students move
back and forth together to
copy the motion of rowing
a ship.

Instead of cheering for
a sports team, the crowd

Demand

i s !

chanted for accountability
from government officials.
The creative protest tech-
nique gained fast atten-
tion online, with social
media users linking the
rhythmic row to viral fan

Resignations

movements seen during
major international sports
tournaments.
tors insisted they will keep
organizing protests at key
city locations until their
concerns are addressed.

Demonstra-

Daily Passengers Peak as Local Metro
Breaks All-Time Travel Record

Mumbai : The city
metro system set a new sin-
gle-day record on July 21
when more than three lakh
seventy-three  thousand
passengers rode the trains.
This achievement broke
the previous high mark re-
corded just six days earlier.
Transit officials revealed
that this is the sixth time
within a single month that
the network has broken
its own passenger record.
The steady rise in com-
muter numbers highlights
how much local residents
now rely on the expanding
metro line for daily travel.
Officials attribute this rap-
id growth to better route
connections across the
city, growing public trust

in public transport, and the
increasing use of digital
ticket booking options.The
city metro system in Mum-
bai set a phenomenal new
single-day ridership record
on July 21 when more than
three lakh seventy-three
thousand passengers rode
the network across various
corridors. This monumen-
tal operational milestone
surpassed the previous
high mark recorded just
six days earlier, illustrating
a rapid upward trajectory
in daily commuter volume
across the financial capi-
tal. Transit authorities from
the operating corporation
revealed that this latest
surge marks the sixth time
within a single calendar

month that the urban tran-
sit network has broken its
own all-time daily passen-
ger record. Such consistent
milestones underscore an
extraordinary shift in how
local residents choose to
navigate the bustling me-
tropolis on a day-to-day
basis.The steady and dra-
matic rise in commuter
numbers
growing reliance of local
residents on the expanding
metro
their daily transit needs.
As traffic congestion on
major arterial
continues to pose chal-
lenges during peak hours,
city dwellers are increas-
ingly turning to the metro
system as a fast, reliable.

highlights the

infrastructure for

roadways
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The Outcry of the Youth
and the Silence f Power

In a democracy, protest is not a crime; it is a constitu-
tional right of the people and the most effective way to hold
those in power accountable. However, when the path of sup-
pression is chosen over dialogue, the issue transcends the
specific protest and becomes a question of fundamental
democratic values. The events that unfolded at Jantar Man-
tar have raised serious questions regarding the govern-
ment's sense of accountability, its willingness to engage
with protesters, and its sensitivity toward the discontent of
the youth. The scene witnessed in the heart of the capital on
Monday was not merely the suppression of a protest; it was
a brutal slap in the face of democratic dialogue by the pow-
ers that be. The sight of unarmed students holding the Trico-
lour—being subjected to lathi-charges and dragged away
was harrowing enough to make any sensitive citizen’s heart
skip a beat. Yet, those at the helm of power chose to com-
pletely ignore it, once again demonstrating their callous-
ness; therein lies the true tragedy of this incident.

For the past month, thousands of young people and vet-
eran social activist Sonam Wangchuk have been on a hunger
strike at Jantar Mantar. Their primary demand is that Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan resign, accepting
moral responsibility for the massive irregularities and paper
leaks associated with the National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET). It is particularly distressing that, despite the
heart-wrenching revelation that over twenty-two meritori-
ous students across the country have committed suicide due
to the trauma caused by this paper leak, the government has
not shown even a shred of empathy. The fact that not a single
minister or government representative extended the cour-
tesy of engaging with the protesters over this prolonged pe-
riod of 33 days speaks volumes about the government's in-
sensitivity. On Monday the very first day of the
parliamentary session—a stark contrast emerged that re-
veals the true nature of the country's governance: while pro-
testers were raising their voices through the 'Chalo Sansad
March' (March to Parliament), they faced an indiscriminate
lathi-charge by the Delhi Police and central security forces,
even as Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan was seen
walking out of the Parliament steps with a smile. The gov-
ernment’s stance regarding listening, seeing, and speaking
appears so unresponsive that it vividly brings to mind the
imagery of Gandhiji’s 'Three Monkeys." Although Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju claimed in the House
that the government was "ready for discussion," the govern-
ment has no answer to the pointed question of why not a
single representative visited Jantar Mantar over the past 33
days.

The fact that BJP National President J.P. Nadda kept the
protesting representatives waiting for two hours only to
grant them a mere ten-minute meeting must also be seen as
an open insult to the youth. Furthermore, the question of
where trucks loaded with stones and bricks came from in a
high-security zone like Jantar Mantar has cast a shadow of
suspicion over the entire incident. After social activist Abhi-
jit Deepke shared video evidence on social media, suspi-
cions have deepened that this was a calculated attempt to
discredit the students by turning a peaceful protest violent.
Ifsuch tactics are employed to crush dissent in a democracy,
it must be termed not merely an administrative failure but a
constitutional betrayal.

Following these events, Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi staged a sit-in protest directly outside the Prime
Minister's residence, demanding the resignation of the con-
cerned ministers and a public apology from the Prime Min-
ister. With the Congress, as well as leaders like Sharad
Pawar, Uddhav Thackeray, and Raj Thackeray along with
most regional parties across the country extending open
support, this agitation is evolving from a mere student
movement into a widespread political protest nationwide.
The fact that thousands of students took to the streets in
Mumbai’s Shivaji Park area for the third consecutive day
makes it clear that the scope of this discontent is no longer
confined to Delhi.

This situation brings to mind the farmers' protest of
three years ago. The very same government had labeled the
farmers who had camped at Delhi's borders for a year as
'Khalistanis' and 'Andolanjivis' (professional agitators);
yet, ultimately, as electoral calculations shifted, the three
farm laws had to be withdrawn. Today, similar attempts are
being made to discredit the students involved in the NEET'
protest and brand them as political pawns. The common
thread linking both these movements is telling: those in
power do not open the door to dialogue until they perceive a
threat to their own existence.

A distinctive feature of this protest is that 'Gen Z' mobi-
lized via social media has shown the courage to take to the
streets and fight for its future. For many, this marks their
first-ever experience of street-level activism. The brutality
displayed by the police while lathi-charging such innocent
youth, contrasted with their resolve to return to Jantar Man-
tar that very night, underscores the intensity of this genera-
tion's discontent. Yet, the government appears oblivious to
the gravity of the situation; instead, it resorts to familiar
tactics dismissing the protest as a 'political stunt' and alleg-
ing foreign interference.

Over the last decade of the Modi government's tenure,
the tradition of holding ministers accountable has all but
vanished. From the international controversy surrounding
the Epstein files to the failed ethanol-blending policy, and
from collapsing bridges to incidents involving the Minister
of State for Home’s son, the tendency has consistently been
to evade responsibility. If a minister’s resignation is avoid-
ed even in a grave matter like the NEET scandal which jeop-
ardizes the futures of thousands of students then one must
conclude that the very concept of accountability has been
banished from the lexicon of those in power.

A government’s strength lies not in suppressing dissent-
ing voices, but in listening to them and building trust. Ignor-
ing students' concerns or attempting to silence them through
repression might yield temporary success, but it ultimately
erodes faith in democracy.

Honest dialogue regarding education, transparency,
and accountability is the only sustainable path forward. Af-
ter all, the youth currently on the streets are the ones who
will shape the India of tomorrow. Whether they hold books
or protest placards in their hands will ultimately depend on
the government's sensitivity and its commitment to demo-
cratic values. The protesting students’ demands are not ex-
cessive; they simply seek accountability for the examina-
tion scandal specifically, the minister’s resignation and
adequate financial support for the families of students who
died by suicide. If those in power choose the path of repres-
sion instead of acceding to these demands, it will amount to
an admission not merely of an administrative error, but of a
moral failure.

History will never forgive the decision to use lathis
against the very youth upon whom the nation’s future rests,
rather than engaging in dialogue with them. The ultimate
and grave warning emerging from these events is this: if the
authorities fail to act sensibly in time, the discontent cur-
rently simmering at Jantar Mantar will inevitably erupt into

Mission"Golden

The Union Minister for Com-
munications and Development of
North Eastern Region (MDoNER),
Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, to-
gether with the Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister of Meghalaya, Shri Conrad K.
Sangma, today launched the “Mis-
sion Golden Spice — Integrated
Lakadong Turmeric Value Chain
Enhancement Project”, a 3175.45-
crore convergence-led initiative for
turmeric cultivation and value-
chain development in the State of
Meghalaya. The Mission is de-
signed as a phased, five-year road-
map (2025-2030), to be imple-
mented in two phases — Value
Chain Strengthening (Phase 1) fol-
lowed by Expansion & Scale-up
(Phase 2) — for promotion of
Meghalaya’s Unique Selling Prop-
osition (USP), the GI-tagged Laka-
dong Turmeric.

Anchored by MDoNER and
the North Eastern Council (NEC),
the Mission builds upon conver-
gence with schemes and interven-
tions of the Ministries of Agricul-
ture & Farmers Welfare, Food
Processing Industries and Com-
merce, along with APEDA, the
Spices Board, the National Turmer-
ic Board, ICAR, MeitY, NABARD,
SFAC and the Government of
Meghalaya for establishing an inte-
grated turmeric value-chain eco-
system in the State.

Smt. Nivedita Shukla Verma,
Secretary, MDoNER, in her intro-
ductory remarks, elaborated on the
implementation framework of the
Mission and highlighted the need
for a mission-mode approach to un-
lock the full economic potential of
Meghalaya's Lakadong turmeric.
She underlined that despite its ex-
ceptionally high curcumin content
(7-10%), distinctive aroma and
strong nutraceutical potential, the
income realised by smallholder
growers remains limited due to in-
adequate processing facilities, in-
sufficient infrastructure, weak mar-
ket linkages and the lack of
high-value addition. She noted that
processed and export-grade prod-
ucts have the potential to command
significantly higher prices in both
domestic and international mar-
kets.
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The Secretary further high-
lighted that the Mission seeks to
systematically address the major
structural gaps in the sector includ-
ing post-harvest losses, lack of inte-
grated cold chain infrastructure,
absence of commercial-scale pro-
cessing facilities, weak branding,
and lack of structured GI monetisa-
tion and buyer linkage systems.

As part of the launch pro-
gramme, a short film on the Golden
Spice Mission was screened, fol-
lowed by interactions with progres-
sive turmeric farmers from Megha-
laya and remarks by investors and
industry representatives.Shri Jyoti-
raditya M. Scindia, Union Minister,
MDOoNER, said the launch was part
of Prime Minister Modi's vision for
“Ashtalakshmi” — India's eight
northeastern states — which he de-
scribed as having moved from the
periphery to the centre of India's
developmental paradigm over the
past twelve years. He said the Min-
istry had worked with the Chief
Ministers of all 8 NE states to define
a unique selling proposition (USP)
for each state, and to promote each
USP “bottom up as opposed to top
down.” He noted that Lakadong
turmeric's curcumin content is
nearly four times the world aver-
age, and highlighted extraordinary
role of women in turmeric produc-

tion and processing.

Recalling that the Prime Minis-
ter had recently showcased Megha-
laya's Lakadong turmeric at the G7
Summit, Shri Scindia said the spice

had generated strong interest
among world leaders, and called on
the Mission's stakeholders to en-
sure the crop's quality, authenticity,
scale and sustainability help it fly
high on the global stage. He said the
Mission's objective was to nearly
double farmers' remuneration —
from 33040 akilo today to close to
%80 a kilo by 2030 — while ex-
panding the area under cultivation
from around 2,500 hectares to near-

ly 7,500 hectares.

He further stated that promo-
tion of Lakadong Turmeric as USP
of Meghalaya reflects the compara-
tive and competitive advantage of

the state and is rooted in its tradition
and agro-climatic conditions.

The Chief Minister of Megha-
laya, Shri Conrad K. Sangma, said
the Mission built on years of institu-
tional groundwork laid by the state
government, officials and farmers,
and reflected the Union Govern-
ment's “mission mode” approach of
identifying one unique product
from each North Eastern state and
building a complete, replicable

Ce"

model around it. He recalled that at-
tempts to cultivate Lakadong tur-
meric saplings outside Meghalaya
had consistently led to a decline in
curcumin content, underlining that
“there is something magical about
Meghalaya's soil” that makes the
region's turmeric unique. He
thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for his sustained attention to
the northeast and reaffirmed the
state government's commitment to
working with the Union Govern-
ment to replicate the model for oth-
er Meghalaya products such as
pineapple, ginger, jackfruit, honey
and mushrooms.

Shri Timothy D. Shira, Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare, Government of Meghala-
ya, said Lakadong turmeric was
“much more than a crop” —a sym-
bol of the state's indigenous knowl-
edge, culture and agricultural heri-
tage. He noted that for years,
farmers had sold the produce large-
ly raw and semi-processed, limiting
rural incomes, and said Mission
Golden Spice was designed to
change that by expanding cultiva-
tion, establishing the northeast's
largest integrated organic turmeric
processing and curcumin extrac-
tion facility, and placing women —
the “true custodians” of the value
chain — at the centre of the Mis-
sion's farmer institutions and enter-
prises.

During the launch, interactions
were held with farmers from the
East and West Jaintia Hills. They
highlighted that Lakadong Turmer-
ic is not just another spice but a pre-
mium organic product, and that
Mission Golden Spice will not only
help grow turmeric but also create
new opportunities for farmers.

The launch event was also at-
tended by Dr. Emmanuel Kumar,
industry representative and natural
products expert, senior officials
from the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers' Welfare, the North
Eastern Council (NEC), APEDA
and the Government of Meghalaya,
along with farmer producer organ-
isation leaders, industry partners
and thousands of turmeric farmers
who joined the launch virtually
from the Jaintia Hills.

\a wildfire that holds the entire system accountable. )

National cyber crime data

Vulnerable digital space

Number of cases filed last year under sections dealing with cyber crime rose to 50,035 from 44,735 a
year before as mare people moved to working from home, spending more time with digital tools

The National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) compiles and publishes the statisti-
cal data on crimes in its publication “Crime in
India”. The latest published report is for the
year 2024. As per the data published by the
NCRB, State/UT wise & Crime Head-wise
cases registered under cyber crimes (involv-
ing communication devices as medium/tar-
get) during the period from 2020 to 2024 is at
Annexure-I & Annexure-II.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has set up
the ‘Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Cen-
tre’ (I4C) as an attached office to deal with all
types of cyber crimes in the country, in a coor-
dinated and comprehensive manner.

The ‘National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal’ (NCRP) (https://cybercrime.gov.in)
has been launched, as a part of the 14C, to en-
able public to report incidents pertaining to all
types of cyber crimes, with special focus on
cyber crimes against women and children.

The ‘Citizen Financial Cyber Fraud Re-
porting and Management System’ (CFC-
FRMS), under 14C, has been launched in year
2021 for immediate reporting of financial
frauds and to stop siphoning off funds by the
fraudsters. As per CFCFRMS operated by
14C, till 30.06.2026, financial amount of
more than Rs. 11,158 Crore has been saved in
more than 32.80 lakh complaints. A toll-free
Helpline number ‘1930’ has been operation-
alized to get assistance in lodging online cy-
ber complaints. As per NCRP & CFCFRMS
operated by 14C, from the year 2021 to 2025,
the total number of financial frauds com-
plaints on NCRP are more than 6589201, the
total amount reported is more than I 55050
Crores, the total amount marked as Lien is
more than X 8189 Crores and the number of
FIRs registered is more than 195760.

Cyber crime incidents reported on Na-
tional Cyber Crime Reporting Portal, their
conversion into FIRs and subsequent action
i.e. filing of chargesheets, arrest and resolu-
tion of complaints, thereon are handled by the
State/UT Law Enforcement Agencies con-
cerned as per the provisions of the law.

‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’ are State sub-
jects under the Seventh Schedule to the Con-
stitution of India. Accordingly, the States and
Union Territories (UTs) are primarily respon-
sible for the prevention, detection, investiga-
tion, and prosecution of cybercrime. The
Central Government, through the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), supplements the ef-
forts of States and UTs by providing policy
guidance, technological support, capacity-
building assistance, and financial resources to
strengthen cybercrime management and en-
forcement capabilities.

The Central Government has taken the
following steps to strengthen the cyber crime
investigation and coordination among Cen-
tral and State Governments :

Samanvaya Platform has been made op-
erational to serve as an Management Infor-
mation System (MIS) platform, data reposi-
tory and a coordination platform for LEAs for
cybercrime data sharing and analytics. It pro-
vides analytics based interstate linkages of
crimes and criminals, involved in cybercrime
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complaints in various States/UTs. The mod-
ule ‘Pratibimb’ maps locations of criminals
and crime infrastructure on a map to give vis-
ibility to jurisdictional officers. The module
also facilitates seeking and receiving of tech-
no-legal assistance by Law Enforcement
Agencies from I4C and other SMEs. It has
lead to arrest of more than 29,837 accused and
more than 2,33,593 Cyber Investigation as-
sistance request.The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) has intensified its efforts to
strengthen India's cybercrime prevention and
investigation framework through a series of
initiatives aimed at improving coordination,
enhancing law enforcement capabilities, and
ensuring faster action against online offences.
These measures, implemented under the In-
dian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C),
are designed to address the rapidly evolving
cyber threat landscape and improve the coun-
try's digital security ecosystem.

One of the key initiatives introduced by
the ministry is the launch of the 'Sahyog' por-
tal, which has been developed to streamline
the process of issuing notices to Information
Technology (IT) intermediaries. The portal
enables the Appropriate Government or its
authorised agencies to send notices under
Section 79(3)(b) of the Information Technol-
ogy Act, 2000, seeking the removal or dis-
abling of access to online information, data,
or communication links that are being used to
facilitate unlawful activities.

The 'Sahyog' platform is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce delays in communication
between government agencies and digital in-
termediaries, thereby enabling quicker action
against illegal online content and cyber-en-
abled offences. The initiative aims to improve
compliance while ensuring that digital plat-
forms respond promptly to lawful requests
made under the provisions of the IT Act.

To improve inter-state coordination in

tackling cybercrime, the Ministry has consti-
tuted seven Joint Cyber Coordination Teams
(JCCTs) under the I14C. These teams have
been established for cybercrime hotspot re-
gions including Mewat, Jamtara, Ahmed-
abad, Hyderabad, Chandigarh, Visakhapat-
nam, and Guwahati, which frequently witness
cyber offences involving multiple jurisdic-
tions.

The JCCTs bring together officials from
different States and Union Territories to
strengthen intelligence sharing, facilitate co-
ordinated investigations, and address chal-
lenges arising from crimes that span multiple
jurisdictions. By integrating state police forc-
es under a common coordination framework,
the initiative seeks to improve the efficiency
and speed of cybercrime investigations
across the country.As part of its capacity-
building efforts, I4C has also developed the
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC) plat-
form known as the 'CyTrain' portal. The plat-
form offers specialised online training cours-
es for police personnel, judicial officers, and
investigators covering critical areas such as
cybercrime investigation techniques, digital
forensics, prosecution procedures, and
emerging cyber threats. According to official
data, as of June 30, 2026, more than 1,63,344
police and judicial officers from various
States and Union Territories have registered
on the CyTrain portal, while over 1,61,957
certificates have been issued after successful
completion of the training programmes. The
initiative is helping create a more skilled
workforce capable of effectively handling
complex cybercrime investigations.

The Ministry has also made significant
progress under the Cyber Commando Pro-
gramme, which was launched by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on September 10,
2024. The programme aims to establish a spe-
cialised cadre of cyber commandos equipped

with advanced technical expertise to counter
cybersecurity threats and protect the coun-
try's critical information infrastructure.

The Cyber Commando initiative envi-
sions the creation of a dedicated national
workforce trained to respond to sophisticated
cyberattacks, support digital investigations,
and strengthen India's cybersecurity pre-
paredness. So far, 281 cyber commandos
have successfully completed specialised
training at premier institutions including the
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian
Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs),
Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU), and the
National Forensic Sciences University
(NFSU) campuses at Gandhinagar and New
Delhi.

Beyond formal training programmes,
[4C continues to organise regular knowledge-
sharing initiatives such as 'State Connect',
'"Thana Connect', and peer-learning sessions.
These platforms enable police officers from
different States and Union Territories to ex-
change best practices, discuss emerging cy-
bercrime trends, and strengthen institutional
capacity through collaborative learning.

To support digital investigations, the
Ministry has established the National-Digital
Investigation Support Centre (NDISC)—
previously known as the National Cyber Fo-
rensic Laboratory (Investigation). The first
centre became operational in New Delhi on
February 18, 2019, while a second facility
was inaugurated in Assam on August 29,
2025.

The National-Digital Investigation Sup-
port Centres provide early-stage cyber foren-
sic assistance to investigating officers from
State and Union Territory police forces.
These centres offer specialised forensic ex-
pertise that helps investigators analyse digital
evidence more efficiently and improve the
quality of cybercrime investigations. As of
June 30,2026, the New Delhi centre alone has
provided forensic assistance in more than
14,064 cybercrime cases.

The Ministry has also extended substan-
tial financial support to States and Union Ter-
ritories under the Cyber Crime Prevention
against Women and Children (CCPWC)
Scheme. Financial assistance amounting to
Rs. 132.93 crore has been released to
strengthen cyber forensic infrastructure, es-
tablish cyber forensic-cum-training laborato-
ries, recruit junior cyber consultants, and
train law enforcement personnel, prosecu-
tors, and judicial officers.Under the CCPWC
scheme, cyber forensic-cum-training labora-
tories have already been commissioned in 33
States and Union Territories, while over
24,600 law enforcement personnel, judicial
officers, and public prosecutors have received
specialised training in cybercrime awareness,
investigation techniques, digital forensics,
and prosecution. The country's cyber forensic
infrastructure has also expanded consider-
ably. At present, seven Central Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratories (CFSLs) and 28 State Fo-
rensic Science Laboratories (SFSLs) are
operational to support cybercrime investiga-
tions.
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Day after policeman’s killing, LG Sinha
orders intensified anti-terror operations

Srinagar: A day after a police-
man was shot dead in Anantnag,
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Thursday
directed security forces to remain
highly vigilant and intensify intelli-
gence-led anti-terror operations dur-
ing a high-level security review
meeting.

Senior officials from the Army,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, civil ad-
ministration, Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs), intelligence agen-
cies, and the Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board attended the meeting.

An official spokesman said the
Lieutenant Governor also compre-
hensively reviewed logistics and
safety arrangements for the ongoing
Amarnath Yatra in light of the recent
inclement weather and heavy rainfall
across the region.

The Lieutenant Governor in-
structed all departments to maintain
seamless coordination and ensure the
safety, well-being and convenience
of all pilgrims of Baba Barfani.

He directed a comprehensive de-
partment-wise review of all ameni-
ties, including rigorous audits of fire
and emergency services, power
grids, and water supply infrastruc-
ture.

More than 3,91,000 pilgrims
have performed darshan at the holy
cave in the first 20 days.

The Lieutenant Governor said
the resumption of the Yatra is strictly
contingent upon weather conditions.

Inview of recent heavy rains, the
Lieutenant ~ Governor  directed
strengthening flood protection mea-
sures and immediate clearance of de-
bris from all nallahs along the pil-
grimage tracks.He emphasized the
need for continuous operational
readiness, focusing on round-the-
clock disaster response prepared-
ness, ensuring clean tracks and well-

maintained sanitation facilities and
adequate reserves of rations, LPG,
kerosene, and emergency medical
supplies.The Lieutenant Governor
instructed officials to strictly prohibit
unregistered service providers along
the route and to enforce a mandatory
100 per cent prepaid service system.
He also instructed for the setting up
of additional power DG sets, round-
the-clock healthcare services, ade-
quate availability of manpower, oxy-
gen cylinders, and ambulances.

To ensure a swift response to po-
tential incidents, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor instructed officials to maintain
active traffic management, conduct
regular vehicle inspections, ensure
all equipment is functional, and issue
timely weather alerts. He also direct-
ed that every tent must have a fire ex-
tinguisher and specialized wildlife
units be stationed along the tracks.

Those present in the meeting in-
cluded Northern Army Commander
Lt Gen Pratik Sharma, Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo, Director General of
Police Nalin Prabhat, GOC 15 Corps
Lt Gen Balbir Singh, GOC 16 Corps
Lt Gen P.K. Mishra, Principal Secre-
tary (Home) Chanderkar Bharti, Ad-
ditional Director of the Intelligence
Bureau Pankaj Thakur, Principal
Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor
and CEO of the Amarnathji Shrine
Board Mandeep K. Bhandari, ADGP
CID Nitish Kumar, along with divi-
sional commissioners, deputy com-
missioners, inspectors general of po-
lice and other senior security and
civil administration officials.

The LG also commended the
hard work and dedication of J&K Po-
lice, Indian Army, Civil Administra-
tion, Security Forces, Shrine Board,
service providers, volunteers, stake-
holders, and the citizens for making
the holy Yatra of Shri Amarnathji safe
and successful.

Bihar Govt announces strict action against
‘anti-social elements' behind Patna
violence, says attackers were not students

Patna : The Bihar gov-
ernment  Thursday  an-
nounced stringent action
against those involved in the
violence that broke out dur-
ing a students' protest in Pat-
na yesterday, alleging that
anti-social elements had in-
filtrated the agitation with
political motives to spread
violence, target journalists
and legislators and destabi-
lise the state government.

Making a statement on
behalf of the government in
the Bihar Legislative Assem-
bly, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister ~ Vijay  Kumar
Choudhary said the govern-
ment would identify every
person involved in the vio-
lence and ensure the "strict-
est action" against them. Ad-
dressing the House,
Choudhary said the protest
had begun over the alleged
NEET paper leak issue but
was subsequently hijacked
by anti-social elements.

"The entire state wit-
nessed how anti-social ele-
ments entered the gathering
of students and attempted to
spread violence with politi-
cal motives. They deliber-
ately identified and attacked
journalists and legislators in
an attempt to defame and de-

stabilise the government.
Such acts will not be tolerat-
ed under any circumstanc-
es," he said.

The minister asserted
that those involved in the at-
tacks could not be consid-
ered students.

"The government's clear
view is that those who tar-
geted MLAs and journalists
were not students and cannot
be students. They were anti-
social elements disguised as
students, acting with vested
political interests and a hid-
den agenda," he said.

At the same time,
Choudhary said the govern-
ment was fully sensitive to
the concerns of students over
the alleged examination pa-
per leak.

Referring to recent legis-
lative measures against ex-
amination fraud, he said the
paper leak had now been ex-
plicitly brought under strict-
er legal provisions and treat-
ed as an organised crime,
enabling stronger punish-
ment for offenders. He added
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had also empha-
sised speedy trials through
fast-track courts to ensure
exemplary punishment in
such cases.

Yogi Reviews Rain
Situation, Orders
Swift Relief Measures

Lucknow: Inview ofthe
continuous heavy rains and
flood-like situation in various
districts of Uttar Pradesh,
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on Thursday directed of-
ficials to immediately expe-
dite relief and rescue
operations.

According to an official
statement, the Chief Minister
has asked all District Magis-
trates and concerned officials
toremain in the field and con-
tinuously monitor the situa-
tion and provide all possible
assistance to the affected
people.He also directed to
immediately assess the loss
of life, livestock, and proper-
ty and provide the permissi-
ble relief amount to the af-
fected families within 24
hours.The Chief Minister
asked officials to regularly
review the relief work and
maintain constant communi-
cation with the affected fami-
lies so that assistance can be
provided as per their needs.
He appealed to the people to
take special precautions dur-
ing bad weather, asking them
not to leave their homes if
there is a possibility of light-
ning strikes, and to avoid go-
ing near rivers and water bod-
ies during heavy rains.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath takes cognizance of heavy

rains , directs officials to expedite relief work

Lucknow : Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Thursday
instructed officials to immediately ac-
celerate relief and rescue operations in
several districts of the state affected by
continuous heavy rainfall and flood-like

conditions.

Taking note of the worsening situa-
tion due to incessant rains, the Chief
Minister directed district administra- ’
tions to remain on high alert and ensure
that affected residents receive timely as-
sistance. He emphasised that the safety
and well-being of people should remain
the top priority during the ongoing

weather crisis.

According to an official statement,
Yogi Adityanath asked all District Mag-
istrates and concerned officials to re-
main present on the ground and continu-
situation. He

ously monitor the

teams.

instructed authorities to personally
oversee relief measures instead of rely-
ing only on reports from field-level

The Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to provide all possible support to
people affected by floods, waterlogging,
and other rain-related challenges. He
said immediate steps should be taken to

tance.

ensure that no affected family faces dif-
ficulties in accessing essential assis-

Yogi also ordered officials to con-
duct a prompt assessment of damages
caused by the heavy rains. The assess-
ment will cover loss of human lives,
livestock, and property so that affected
families can receive government assis-
tance without unnecessary delays.

He instructed authorities to provide
the eligible relief amount to affected
families within 24 hours after verifica-
tion of losses. The move aims to ensure
quick financial support for those who

have suffered due to flooding and

weather-related incidents.

The Chief Minister further asked of-
ficials to regularly review relief opera-
tions and maintain continuous commu-
nication with affected communities.

KTR serves legal notice to CM Revanth
Reddy over Globarena allegations

e

Hyderabad: Bharat
Rashtra  Samithi (BRS)
Working President K T
Rama Rao (KTR) on Thurs-
day said he had served alegal
notice on Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, demanding
an unconditional public
apology within 48 hours
over allegations linking him
to Globarena Technologies.

In a statement, KTR said
the Chief Minister had made
"false, malicious and defam-
atory" allegations by claim-
ing that Globarena Technol-
ogies was his benami
company.He asserted that he
had no ownership, financial,
proprietary or any other rela-
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tionship with the firm and
challenged the Chief Minis-
ter to produce evidence sup-
porting his claims.KTR said
that if the Chief Minister
failed to substantiate the al-
legations or apologise within
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the stipulated period, he
would initiate civil and crim-
inal proceedings, including a
defamation  suit.Rejecting
the allegations as "false and
politically motivated", KTR
questioned why the Con-

gress government had en-
tered into agreements with
Globarena if it believed the
company belonged to him.
Healso alleged that the Chief
Minister was attempting to
divert attention from the is-
sue of alleged irregularities
in national examinations and
criticised the state govern-
ment for not questioning the
BJP-led Central government
over the NEET controversy.
KTR further accused the
Congress and the BJP of hav-
ing a covert understanding
and claimed that the Chief
Minister was reluctant to
confront the Centre due to
political compulsions.

Six critical as PG fire enqulfs
workers' hostel in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: FEight mi-
grant labourers from West
Bengal suffered burn injuries
after a massive fire broke out
at a paying guest (PG) ac-
commodation in Bengalu-
ru’s industrial area of Bom-
masandra early Thursday
morning. Six of the injured
workers sustained critical
burns and are undergoing
treatment, police said.

The incident took place
at Sai PG, where several em-
ployees of a private engi-
neering company were stay-
ing. According to
preliminary investigations, a
suspected LPG cylinder leak
triggered the fire, which
quickly spread through the
room on the second floor of
the building.

The blaze reportedly
erupted around 6.30 am,
when nine workers were

present inside the accommo-
dation. Police suspect that
the leaking gas cylinder
caused the fire to intensify
rapidly, leaving the occu-
pants with very little time to
react and escape.Local resi-
dents noticed the fire and im-
mediately alerted emergency
services. Firefighters and
police teams reached the spot
shortly after receiving infor-
mation and launched a res-
cue operation to evacuate the
trapped workers.The injured
labourers were shifted to
nearby hospitals for medical
attention. Officials said the
victims suffered varying de-
grees of burn injuries, with
several of them requiring
specialised care due to the
severity of their condition.
The injured workers have
been identified as Debasis
Halder, Debasis Malik, Sub-

rata Bera, Hisbul Rehman,
Sourav Chowdary, Santan
Ray, Syed Alahuddin, and
Diswanath. All eight victims
are residents of West Bengal
and were employed at a pri-
vate engineering firm in Ben-
galuru.Police officials said
that six of the victims suf-
fered more than 60 per cent
burns and are currently being
treated at Best Hospital in
Chandapura. Doctors are
closely monitoring their
health condition as they con-
tinue to receive treatment.
Following the incident, po-
lice registered a case against
the owner of the PG accom-
modation on charges of al-
leged negligence. Investiga-
tors are examining whether
safety guidelines were fol-
lowed at the premises and
whether any violations con-
tributed to the fire.

Congress accuses Odisha government of denying
OBC reservation in Panchayat, ULB elections

Bhubaneswar: The
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) on
Thursday launched a sharp
attack on the Odisha govern-
ment, accusing it of denying
political reservation to Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
in Panchayat and Urban Lo-
cal Body (ULB) elections .

Addressing a press con-
ference at Congress Bhawan
here, former MLA and PCC
Organisation In-charge San-
tosh Singh Saluja, senior
party spokesperson Sonali
Sahu, and Debashish Bhuy-
an alleged that the absence of
OBC reservation in local
body elections is unjust and
deprives a majority section
of the state's population of
meaningful political repre-
sentation at the grassroots
level.

The Congress leaders

said the government's failure
to implement constitutional
provisions and comply with
the Supreme Court's "Triple
Test" guidelines has stalled
the political empowerment
of backward classes in Odis-
ha.The party demanded the
immediate constitution of an
independent commission in
accordance with the Su-
preme Court's directions to
undertake a scientific and
empirical study on the politi-
cal representation of OBCs.
It said reservation in Pan-
chayats and Urban Local
Bodies should be imple-
mented on the basis of the
commission's recommenda-
tions before the next round of
local body elections.

The Congress also called
for a comprehensive reser-
vation mechanism to ensure
inclusive governance and

equal political participation
for all sections of society.
Claiming that OBCs
constitute nearly 54 percent
of Odisha's population, the
party asserted that the consti-
tutional ideals of social jus-
tice and inclusive democracy
cannot be realised if such a
large section of society re-
mains without political res-
ervation in local body elec-
tions.The Congress
maintained that Articles
243D(6) and 243T(6) of the
Constitution, read with the
Supreme Court's "Triple
Test" guidelines, make it im-
perative to provide reserva-
tion for backward classes in
local self-governing institu-
tions. Such representation, it
said, would strengthen
grassroots democracy and
uphold the constitutional
promise of equality and so-

cial justice.The party argued
that political representation
is not merely a constitutional
provision but the corner-
stone of social justice, add-
ing that democracy cannot
be truly representative if 54
percent of the population is
excluded from adequate par-
ticipation in local gover-
nance.The Congress further
alleged that after the BJP
came to power, the Housing
and Urban Development De-
partment issued a notifica-
tion on March 12, 2022, fi-
nalising the reservation list
for 358 Municipalities and
Notified Area Councils
(NACs), but not a single seat
was reserved for OBC candi-
dates.The party contended
that denying reservation to
OBCs in Municipalities and
NAGC s, despite their signifi-
cant contribution to the

state's economy and tax rev-
enues, amounts to a violation
of'their constitutional rights.
Questioning the govern-
ment's commitment to back-
ward class welfare, the Con-
gress asked why Odisha has
statutory commissions for
Scheduled Castes, Sched-
uled Tribes, Women and
Children, but is yet to estab-
lish an OBC Commission.
The party also alleged
that despite the provision of
27 percent reservation for
OBCs in government em-
ployment, a substantial num-
ber of reserved posts remain
vacant. It claimed that
around 50-55 percent of
Class-I posts, 55-65 percent
of Class-II posts, 65-75 per-
cent of clerical posts, and 75-
85 percent of peon and atten-
dant posts earmarked for
OBCs have not been filled.

Arunachal Guv lauds decade of Khandu
Govt, reviews state’s development agenda

Itanagar:  Arunachal
Pradesh Governor Lt Gen
(Retd) KT Parnaik on Thurs-
day congratulated Chief
Minister Pema Khandu and
"Team Arunachal Pradesh"
on completing ten years of
dedicated public service and
leadership, while lauding the
State Government's achieve-
ments in infrastructure, gov-
ernance and public service
delivery.The Governor made
the remarks when the Chief
Minister called on him at
Lok Bhavan here.

During the meeting, the
two leaders held detailed dis-
cussions on the State's devel-
opmental priorities, imple-
mentation of key projects,
and measures to address
challenges arising from nat-
ural disasters and climate-
related events.

Congratulating the Chief
Minister, the Governor said
the past decade had wit-
nessed significant progress
across sectors such as infra-
structure, education, health-
care, connectivity, tourism
and rural development.

He observed that the
Government's people-cen-
tric approach had helped
bring governance closer to
citizens, particularly those
living in remote and border
areas.Appreciating the flag-
ship Seva Aapke Dwar ini-
tiative, the Governor said the
programme had transformed
public service delivery by
ensuring government ser-
vices reached the doorsteps
of the people.He noted that
the initiative had strength-
ened public trust and rein-

forced the spirit of inclusive
development.The Governor
also commended the State
Government's efforts in pro-
moting e-governance and
digital service delivery.Em-
phasizing the importance of
technology-driven adminis-
tration, he advocated greater
use of geospatial applica-
tions, satellite imagery and
data analytics for planning,
monitoring and evaluation of
developmental projects.

He said these technolo-
gies could significantly en-

hance decision-making,
strengthen  disaster pre-
paredness, optimize re-

source utilization and ensure
timely implementation of
welfare and infrastructure
programmes for the benefit
of the people of Arunachal
Pradesh.Meanwhile, the
Governor handed over a
cheque of Rs two lakh to
Abotani  Vidya Niketan,
Pachin Colony, Naharlagun,
to support the strengthening
and expansion of the school's
library. The cheque was re-
ceived by Vice Principal
Yanya Karlo and Arunachal
Shiksha  Vikas  Samiti
(ASVS) State Coordinator
Sukumaran K at Lok Bhavan
here.The financial assistance
was announced by the Gov-
ernor during his visit to the
school last month to facili-
tate the procurement of
books and enrich the library.
Highlighting the transforma-
tive power of books, the
Governor said reading nur-
tures curiosity, critical think-
ing, creativity and lifelong
learning among children.

Karnataka battling worst drought in 150 years,
no shortage of relief funds: Parameshwara

Bengaluru: Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister and
Revenue Minister G
Parameshwara on Thursday
said the state government
was fully prepared to deal
with what it has termed the
worst drought in nearly 150
years, assuring that adequate
funds were available for re-
lief and emergency mea-
sures.Addressing concerns
over the severe rainfall defi-
citand widespread crop loss-
es across several parts of the
state, Parameshwara said
drought management had
become the government’s
top priority. He asserted that
there would be no shortage
of financial resources while
implementing relief mea-
sures for affected regions.
Speaking after hearing pub-
lic grievances at his official
residence, the Deputy Chief
Minister said the govern-
ment had already allocated
funds to ensure the availabil-
ity of drinking water in
drought-hit areas. He said
every MLA had been pro-
vided Rs 1 crore, while each
district had received Rs 5

crore specifically for drink-
ing water-related require-
ments.In addition to these
allocations, Parameshwara
said around Rs 329 crore was
available in Personal Depos-
it (PD) accounts to address
urgent requirements arising
from the drought situation.
He reiterated that the state
administration had sufficient
resources to handle immedi-
ate challenges."The govern-
ment is fully prepared. There
is no scarcity of funds for
drought relief," Paramesh-
wara said, highlighting the
measures being taken to pro-
vide assistance to people fac-
ing the impact of water short-
ages and  agricultural
distress.The Deputy Chief
Minister said the govern-
ment was conducting de-
tailed reviews across differ-
ent regions to assess the
severity of the drought and
prepare a comprehensive re-
sponse strategy. These re-
gion-wise assessments are
aimed at understanding local
challenges and implement-
ing targeted relief measures.

He said review meetings

for some revenue divisions
had already been completed,
while the review of the Ben-
galuru division would be
conducted on July 25. The
meeting will be jointly
chaired by Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar  and
Parameshwara. A similar re-
view for the Mysuru division
will also be held before final-
ising the state’s overall
drought mitigation plan.
Concerned about the possi-
bility of rural distress and
migration due to lack of em-
ployment opportunities,
Parameshwara said district
administrations had been in-
structed to immediately gen-
erate employment  in
drought-affected villages.He
said all Deputy Commis-
sioners and Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officers had
been directed to utilise the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS) to
provide livelihood support to
people facing difficulties due
to the drought.Paramesh-
wara also said Karnataka had
approached the Centre seek-

ing financial assistance for
drought management but
was yettoreceive aresponse.
He added that the state gov-
ernment would submit a for-
mal memorandum in Au-
gust, when the Union
government generally con-
siders proposals related to
drought relief.The Deputy
Chief Minister explained
that the current crisis had in-
tensified after farmers began
sowing crops following pre-
monsoon showers. Howev-
er, the failure of subsequent
rains severely affected agri-
cultural activities, leaving
large areas of farmland dry
and damaged.He said many
farmers are now hoping for
adequate rainfall in August
to begin a second round of
sowing and recover from the
losses caused by the delayed
and insufficient monsoon.
The Karnataka government
had on Wednesday described
the prevailing situation as
the most severe drought in
around 150 years, citing
rainfall levels far below nor-
mal, limited sowing prog-
ress.
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‘The Conjuring First Communion’
ropes in Matthias Schweighofer

Mumbai : German ac-
tor Matthias Schweighofer,
known internationally for
his role in Oppenheimer, has
joined the cast of the upcom-
ing horror film “The Conjur-
ing: First Communion,” the
latest prequel in the hugely
successful The Conjuring
franchise.

While the filmmakers
have  confirmed  Sch-
weighofer’s casting, details
regarding his character and
the film’s plot remain tightly
under wraps.

The project is expected
to further expand the uni-
verse built around paranor-
mal investigators Ed and
Lorraine Warren.

Earlier, the makers an-
nounced that Garrett Ware-
ing and Amanda Fix will
portray younger versions of
Ed and Lorraine Warren, the
iconic paranormal investi-
gators previously played by
Patrick Wilson and Vera

[
C OM MUNION

Farmiga the
franchise.

The Conjuring: First
Communion follows the
success of “The Conjuring:
Last Rites,” which emerged
as the highest-grossing film
in the franchise after earning

throughout

more than $499 million
worldwide, according to
Deadline.

The supernatural thriller
is being directed by Ro-
drigue Huart, who was se-
lected for the project follow-
ing the acclaim received by

one of his short films. The
screenplay has been penned
by Richard Naing and Ian
Goldberg.

The film is being pro-
duced by Peter Safran, while
John Rickard, Natalia Sa-
fran, and Romel Adam are

serving as executive pro-
ducers. The Conjuring: First
Communion is scheduled to
hit theatres on September
10,2027.

Schweighofer has been
enjoying a successful run
with several high-profile
projects. Most recently, he
starred in the German sci-
ence fiction thriller “Brick,”
which climbed to the No. 1
spot on Netflix globally and
topped streaming charts in
59 countries within 24 hours
of its release, maintaining
the position for two weeks.

The actor has also com-
pleted filming for the up-
coming action-comedy
“Mister,” in which he stars
opposite Walton Goggins.
In addition, he is set to ap-
pear in director Jaume Col-
let-Serra’s World War Il-era
psychological thriller “Play
Dead,” produced by ac-
claimed filmmaker Sam
Raimi.

Mumbai: Ahead of the
theatrical release of “Bat-
wara 1947,” the makers have
unveiled the film’s latest
song, “Kahaan Chale Gaye
Ho Ram,” adeeply emotional
track that reflects a mother’s
unwavering faith, uncondi-
tional love, and longing amid
the turmoil of India’s Parti-
tion.Released by Aamir Khan
Productions, the song offers
audiences another glimpse
into the emotional core of the
period drama, which is set
against one of the most defin-
ing chapters in Indian history.
Through its powerful visuals
and soulful music, the track
seeks to capture the pain,
hope, and resilience experi-
enced by families during the
Partition era.The music vid-
co prominently features vet-
eran actress Shabana Azmi,
who is seen offering heartfelt
prayers to Lord Ram, sym-
bolising hope and faith in dif-
ficult times. Her performance
forms the emotional cen-
trepiece of the song.Actors
Sunny Deol and Preity Zinta

R
(] ‘ Vi

also appear in several import-
ant moments throughout the
video. Their scenes alternate
between joyful family cele-
brations and emotionally
charged sequences, offering
viewers a glimpse into the
personal struggles and rela-
tionships that drive the film’s
narrative.The visuals gradu-
ally unfold against the back-
drop of the Partition, hinting

New song ‘Kahaan Chale Gaye Ho
Ram’ from ‘Batwara 1947’ released

at the separation, sacrifice,
and emotional upheaval that
define the story. The song
blends intimate family mo-
ments with larger historical
events, reinforcing the film’s
central themes.Sharing the
song on social media, the
makers wrote, ‘“Pukaar ek
Maaki (Amother’s call). Lis-
ten to Kahaan Chale Gaye Ho
Ram Out Now.

‘Max, Min & Meowzaki
unveils new song ‘Subhana’

Mumbai: Ahead of its nationwide
theatrical release, the makers of the in-
ternationally acclaimed film “Max, Min
and Meowzaki” have unveiled “Suha-
na,” the third song from the film’s
soundtrack.

The newly released track offers au-
diences a heartfelt glimpse into the
film’s emotional core, celebrating love,
youth, companionship, and the quiet
beauty found in shared moments.The
soulful number has been written by Pad-
makumar, while Shail Oswal has lent his
voice to the song. The music has been
composed by Anand Ranganathan and
Nitin Dubey, whose melody comple-
ments the film’s emotional and uplifting
narrative. Suhana’ follows the release of
the film’s official trailer and its first two
songs, “Arriva” and “Dil Sambhalta Na-
hin,” both of which introduced viewers
to the film’s emotional landscape. With

75

the release of the third track, the makers
continue to build anticipation ahead of

the film’s theatrical debut.The song cap-
tures tender moments between the char-
acters and reflects the themes of hope,
healing, and emotional connection that
form the heart of the story. Through its
soothing lyrics and gentle composition,
‘Suhana’ adds another emotional layer
to the film’s narrative.

“Max, Min and Meowzaki” features
an ensemble cast led by Medha Shankar,
Siddharth Menon, Adil Hussain, Mandi-
ra Bedi, Nassar, Nafisa Ali, and Vidhatri
Bandi. The film brings together a diverse
group of performers to tell a deeply hu-
man story of resilience and rediscovery.
At its core, the film explores themes of
hope, self-belief, and fresh beginnings
after experiencing personal loss. It fol-
lows characters who navigate grief,
healing, and emotional transformation
while discovering renewed purpose in
life.

Prabhas becomes the country’s most loved star,
securing the first position in the Ormax ranking

Kalyani Prayadarshan to showcase her
action mettle in zombie thriller “Pralay”

Mumbai: Fresh from the success
ofthe Malayalam supernatural fantasy
film “Lokah: Chapter 1 — Chandra,”
actress Kalyani Priyadarshan is all set
to make her Bollywood debut in the
ambitious action thriller “Pralay,” star-
ring alongside Ranveer Singh. The
film is expected to mark a significant
milestone in her career as she transi-
tions from regional cinema to Hindi
films with a performance unlike any
she has attempted before.Known for
portraying a variety of characters
across Malayalam, Tamil, and
Telugu cinema, Priyadarshan will
reportedly take on an action-cen-
tric role in Pralay. The film is ex-
pected to showcase her in a pow- |
erful avatar, moving away from *
the conventional image of a hero-
ine and placing her at the heart of
the action.

According to reports, the filmmak-
ers have designed her character
as a fearless and capable indi- &
vidual who actively partic-
ipates in the narrative
rather than serving as a
traditional  supporting
figure. Instead of follow-

reportedly convinced the team that she
possessed the screen presence and
physical commitment required for a
demanding action role in Pralay.

The film is being positioned as one
of In- dia’s most ambi-
tious cinemat-
ic ventures,
with  the
makers
aiming
to create
avisual-
ly spec-
tacular
aetion
experi-
ence. Pri-
yadar-
shan’s
-stunt

sequences are reportedly being cho-
reographed on a scale comparable to
those seen in major Hollywood pro-
ductions featuring leading female ac-
tion stars.

To prepare for the physically de-
manding role, extensive planning has
gone into the film’s pre-production
phase. The production team has re-
portedly spent months working on ac-
tion choreography, visual effects plan-
ning, and world-building to ensure that
the film delivers an immersive cine-
matic experience.

Filming for Pralay is expected to
begin next month. Lead actor Ranveer
Singh will reportedly complete the
first shooting schedule before taking a
paternity break around the Diwali fes-
tival. The actor is then expected to re-
sume work on the project with the sec-
ond schedule commencing in 2027.

Mounted on an estimated budget
of around Rs 300 crore, Pralay is
among the costliest Indian films
currently in production. The

large-scale investment re-
+ flects the makers’ambition to
- deliver a technically ad-
- vanced film featuring cut-

Mumbai: Pan-India star
Prabhas has secured the top
spotin Ormax Media’s “Stars
India Loves” rankings for
June 2026, emerging as the
country’s most-loved male
film star.

Prabhas has surpassed
several big stars of Indian
cinema to top the ranking,
which reflects the preferenc-
es of audiences across the
country. This achievement
underlines his immense pop-
ularity and strong fan base
among audiences across lan-
guages and regions.

The 46-year-old actor,

i

who gained national and in-
ternational recognition with
the “Baahubali” franchise,

has consistently proven his
star power with films like
“Salaar” and “Kalki 2898

AD.” His powerful screen
presence, ability to portray
diverse characters, and relat-
able appeal to audiences
across the country have made
him a major pan-India star of
Indian cinema.

This honour comes at a
time when Prabhas has had a
very successful 2026. His
film “Kalki 2898 AD” recent-
ly received recognition at the
National Awards. Audiences
are also generating tremen-
dous excitement for his up-
coming films “Fauji,” “Spir-
it,” “Salaar 2,” and “Kalki
2898 AD Part 2.”

ing familiar cinematic
tropes, the actress is ex-
pected to perform a se-
ries of elaborate action
sequences and high-risk
stunts throughout the
film.

Industry  sources
suggest that the mak-
ers were particularly
impressed with Priya-
darshan’s portrayal ofa
yakshi in “Lokah:
Chapter 1 — Chan-
dra.” Her perfor-
mance in the fan-
tasy thriller

‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 4’ enters development;
Kartik Aaryan, Anees Bazmee likely to reunite

Mumbai : With “Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 3” continuing to
enjoy strong popularity
among audiences, producer
Bhushan Kumar has report-
edly begun work on the
fourth installment of the suc-
cessful horror-comedy fran-
chise. The upcoming film is
expected to build on the mo-
mentum of its predecessors
while bringing back familiar
faces.

According to reports,
Kartik Aaryan is set to reprise
his role as Rooh Baba, the ec-
centric paranormal investi-
gator who has become one of
the franchise’s most popular
characters since making his
debut in “Bhool Bhulaiyaa
2.77

Industry reports suggest
that director Anees Bazmee,
who helmed both Bhool Bhu-
laiyaa 2 and Bhool Bhulaiyaa
3, is also expected to return
for the fourth installment.
Discussions  between the
filmmaker and producer
Bhushan Kumar are report-
edly underway.

As per a report by Bolly-
wood Hungama, the two
sides are currently finalising
financial terms before offi-
cially confirming Bazmee’s
involvement. Once the dis-
cussions are completed, the
director is expected to reunite
with Kartik Aaryan for anoth-
er chapter in the horror-com-
edy franchise.

The report states that the

makers are keen to maintain
continuity by retaining the

successful actor-director
pairing that has delivered two
commercially successful
films in the series. Their col-
laboration has been credited
with giving the franchise a
fresh identity while preserv-
ing its horror-comedy appeal.

However, Bazmee is
presently occupied with an-
other major project featuring
Akshay Kumar.

The filmmaker is cur-
rently focused on completing
the production of that film
before shifting his attention
to the next installment of
Bhool Bhulaiyaa.

Once his existing com-
mitments are fulfilled, Ba-
zmee is expected to begin
work on the screenplay and
pre-production of “Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 4.” The scripting
process is likely to play a key
role in shaping a new mystery

while retaining the
franchise’s
trademark mix
of comedy,
suspense,
and super-
natural el-
ements.
The
makers
are  re-
portedly
planning
to take
the film
on floors
in the sec-
ond half of
2027. The
extended
pre-produc-
tion timeline is
expected to al-
low the team to de-
velop the script, fi-
nalize casting, and
prepare for large-scale
production.

ting-edge visual effects

and large-scale action se-
quences.The story of Pra-

lay is set in a post-apoca-
\ lyptic dystopian world,
offering audiences a fu-
| turistic narrative filled
| with survival, conflict,
. and visually rich story-
telling. The filmmak-
ers are reportedly rely-
ing heavily on visual
effects to create an ex-
pansive  cinematic
universe unlike any-
thing seen in Indian
cinema before.

Official anthem reality show ‘Bhojpuri Bawaal'is out

Mumbai : JAhead of the
premiere of its upcoming re-
ality  show  “Bhojpuri
Bawaal,” JioHotstar has re-
leased the show’s official an-
them, offering viewers a vi-
brant introduction to the
series and its celebration of
Bhojpuri culture. The reality
show is scheduled to pre-
miere on August 2.

The

Aamir

Khan no longer part
of Ashneer Grover’s biopic
over creative diffences

Mumbai: Actor Aamir Khan has reportedly stepped away
from the proposed biographical drama based on entrepreneur Ash-
neer Grover after creative differences during the film’s development
brought his association with the project to an end. According to a report
by Bollywood Hungama, Aamir was initially enthusiastic about the proj-
ect and was keen to explore the fast-paced world of start-ups through the
story of the former BharatPe co-founder. The actor is said to have spent
considerable time working on the script to align it with his creative vision.
Reports suggest that Aamir actively participated in developing the screenplay
and refining the narrative, hoping to shape the film into a compelling charac-
ter-driven drama. However, despite his involvement, differences reportedly
emerged over the creative direction of the project.The report claims that
Aamir and writer Rahul Mody were unable to reach a common understand-
ing on the screenplay and overall treatment of the film. The creative dis-
agreements eventually led to the two parting ways, resulting in Aamir’s
exit from the project. While Aamir is no longer associated with the biop-
ic, Rahul Mody is reportedly continuing with the film. The makers are
now said to be revisiting their casting plans as they move ahead with
development.According to industry reports, the production team
has begun searching for a younger actor to portray Ashneer
Grover on screen. Several names are believed to be under
consideration, with a final casting decision expected
in the coming weeks.The film is reportedly be-
ing mounted by Shraddha Kapoor in
collaboration with a leading
production studio.

newly launched anthem has
been composed and sung by
acclaimed musician Sneha
Khanwalkar, who blends
contemporary musical ele-
ments with traditional Bho-
jpuri folk influences to create
a track that reflects the re-
gion’s rich cultural identity.
According to the makers,
the anthem has been de-
signed to showcase the confi-
dence, resilience, am-
bition, and
cultural pride
of the Bho-
jpuri
com-
mu-

nity. Through energetic mu-

sic, colourful visuals, and
grand choreography, the
song offers audiences a

glimpse into the spirit and at-
mosphere  of  “Bhojpuri
Bawaal.”

The producers said the
anthem serves as more than
justapromotional track, aim-
ing to capture the essence of
Bhojpuri heritage while pre-
senting it in a modern and vi-
sually engaging format. The
song is expected to set the
tone for the reality show’s
celebration of regional talent
and traditions.

Featuring premium pro-

duction values, vibrant cine-
matography, and high-ener-
gy dance performances, the
anthem highlights the colour-
ful traditions and festive spir-
it that are closely associated
with Bhojpuri culture. The
visuals seek to blend authen-
ticity with contemporary en-
tertainment.

Speaking about the proj-
ect, Sneha Khanwalkar said
the objective was not to rein-
vent Bhojpuri music but to
honour its originality and en-
during appeal. She noted that
the anthem celebrates the
genre’s unique identity while
remaining rooted in its cul-

tural traditions.

Khanwalkar added that
the composition was created
with the intention of connect-
ing audiences from across the
country without compromis-
ing the authenticity of Bho-
jpurimusic. She said preserv-
ing its natural energy and
cultural essence remained a
key priority during the cre-
ative process.

Popular Bhojpuri actor
and singer Dinesh Lal Yadav,
popularly known as Nirahua,
described the anthem as a
genuine reflection of Bhojpu-
ri culture and the pride asso-
ciated with it.

fected.

Salman Khan, Alia Bhatt back NEET
student protest, call for fair education system

Mumbai: Bollywood As
Salman Khan and Alia Bhatt
have expressed their support
for students protesting over
the alleged NEET-UG 2026
question paper leak, com-
mending  their  peaceful
demonstrations and calling for

meaningful reforms in the edu-

cation system.

Sharing a black-and-white

picture of his younger self along
with a message on Instagram,
Khan said he was disheartened to
see a peaceful movement descend into
violence, expressing concern for the
students and their families who were af-

He wrote, “My heart goes out to the students

and their families who were hurt. Paper leak is a

very serious issue, and I am glad to know n see that the kids of
our country have come together for a better educational sys-
tem, and their parents supported them.

“I truly appreciate the stand they have taken, showing ded-
ication, sincerity, and keenness to study hard n make their fu-
ture and a greater, educated India. This andolan, this protest, is
the right way to go abt it, n the students have done this peace-
fully. So courageous and brave. Driven and motivated towards
education, this generation will make India proud.”

The 60-year-old actor highlighted the issue between the
students and the educational system, it should not be hijacked
politically, the credit should only go to the students of the coun-
try. He hoped the government would work alongside the stu-
dents to strengthen the education system.

He further elaborated, “Education should be the next trend
and fashion, and should get trendier n more fashionable yr by

29

yI.

He also expressed his wish to see India emerge as a global
destination for education, attracting students from around the

world.
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Hockey India Junior Women Academy
Champlonshlp begins in Gwalior on Today

Gwalior:  The
Hockey India Junior Wom-
en Academy Championship
2026(Zone A & B) is set to
commence on July 24 here
in Madhya Pradesh, bring-
ing together someof the
country's finest junior wom-
en's hockey academies to
showcase the next genera-
tion ofIndian hockey talent.

The 11-day tournament
will conclude on August 3,
with the top teams from both
pools competing for the
championship title.

A total of 12 academy
teams have been divided
into two pools of six teams
each, with every team play-
ing the others in its respec-
tive pool during the league
stage. The top two teams
from each pool will qualify
for the semi-finals, sched-
uled for 2 August, followed
by the third-place playoff
and the final on 3 August.

Pool A comprises Raja
Karan Hockey Academy,
Khalsa Hockey Academy
(Amritsar), Sports Authori-
ty of Gujarat — Hockey
Academy, Hockey Family
Badhkhalsa NCR Hockey
Society,Tamil Nadu Hock-
ey Academy, and Pritam Si-

wach Hockey Academy,
Sonepat.

Pool B features Ritu
Rani Hockey Academy, Va-
dipatti Raja Hockey Acade-
my, Bhai Behlo Hockey
Academy Bhagta, Mumbai
Schools Sports Association,
Adyar Hockey Academy,
and Madhya Pradesh Hock-
ey Academy.

The tournament will
follow a league format dur-
ing the pool stage, with
teams earning three points
for a win, one point for a
draw, and no points for a
loss. In  classification

matches where a winneris
required, tied contests will
be decided by a shoot-out in
accordance with the FIH
Tournament Regulations.
Speaking ahead of the
championship, Hockey In-
dia President Dilip Tirkey
said, "The Junior Women
Academy  Championship
has become an important
platform in our efforts to
strengthenthe grassroots de-
velopment pathway for
women's hockey in India."
"The tournament pro-
vides young players with an
opportunity to compete

against some of the best
academy talent in the coun-
try while gaining valuable
experience in a highly com-
petitive environment. We
are confident that this cham-
pionship will help identify
future stars who will go on
to represent India at the
highest level," he said.
Hockey India Secretary
General Bola Nath Singh
added, "Academies play a
vital role in nurturing young
players and preparing them
for the next stage of their
hockey journey. Champion-
ships like these not only

promote healthy competi-
tion but also provide expo-
sure to talented athletes
from across the country. We
wish all participating teams
the very best and look for-
ward to witnessing exciting
hockey over the coming
days."

Action on the opening
day will begin with Raja
Karan Hockey Academy
taking on Khalsa Hockey
Academy (Amritsar) at 7:30
AM, followed by Sports Au-
thority of Gujarat — Hockey
Academy facing Pritam Si-
wach Hockey Academy,
Sonepat, at 9:00 AM.

Hockey Family Badh-
khalsa NCR Hockey Soci-
ety will then play Tamil
Nadu Hockey Academy at
10:30 AM. In Pool B, Ritu
Rani Hockey Academy will
face Vadipatti Raja Hockey
Academy at 1:30 PM, while
Mumbai Schools Sports As-
sociation will take on Adyar
Hockey Academy at 3:00
PM.

The final match of the
day will see Bhai Behlo
Hockey Academy Bhagta
take on hosts Madhya
Pradesh Hockey Academy
at4:30 PM.

Pinki, Rupa begin Bowls campaign
with thrilling tiebreak win over Malta

New Delhi: India’s
women’s pairs team of
Pinki Singh and Rupa Rani
Tirkey made a winning start
to their Commonwealth
Games 2026 campaign, de-
feating Malta in a dramatic
tiebreak in their opening
Group Play match on Thurs-
day.

Playing in the indoor
version of the sport, now of-
ficially known as Bowls at
the Commonwealth Games,
the Indian pair overcame
sisters Rebecca Louise Rix-
on and Connie-Leigh Rixon
after a contest that went
down to the final bowl.

India started strongly
and took control early in the
first set. Pinki and Rupa
built a steady lead, with
Pinki producing some accu-
rate deliveries to help India
move ahead 2-0. Malta re-
duced the gap in the next
end, but India quickly re-
gained control as Pinki de-
livered another crucial bowl
to extend the advantage.

The Indian pair contin-
ued to dominate, adding
more points before sealing
the opening set 7-1. Rupa
played akey role in the clos-
ing stages, while Malta’s at-
tempt to recover with an ag-
gressive drive ended up
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working against them.

The second set was
much tighter. India again
moved ahead early after
Pinki’s well-placed bowl
shifted the jack in their fa-
vour, but Malta fought back
immediately to level the
scores.

The two teams ex-
changed leads through the
remainder of the set. Pinki
once again came up with an
important bowl to win a
close measurement and
keep India in front, but the
Rixon sisters responded
brilliantly in the closing
ends to level the set and
force a tiebreak.

Malta made the better
start to the shootout and
looked set for victory after
placing two bowls closer to
the jack.

Rupa improved India's
position with her final bowl,
leaving Pinki with the re-
sponsibility of deciding the
match.

Her  first  attempt
brought India closer, while
her second narrowly missed
changing the outcome. With
everything riding on the fi-
nal delivery, Pinki held her
nerve and produced a su-
perb bowl to edge India
ahead and seal a memorable
victory.

Terzic keeps tabs on
Athletic's World Cup trio

Madrid: Athletic Bilbao
head coach Edin Terzic said
he has remained in regular
contact with the club's three
World Cup winners as he
prepares for the new La Liga
season.

The former Borussia
Dortmund coach replaced
Ernesto Valverde this sum-
mer, taking on the challenge
of succeeding the man who
led Athletic across three
spells spanning 10 years.

Athletic has enjoyed a
positive start to preseason,
winning its first three
warmup matches against
lower-division ~ opponents
despite the absence of Spain
internationals Nico Wil-
liams, Aymeric Laporte and
Unai Simon, who all played
key roles in the country's
World Cup triumph.

The trio has been granted

three weeks' vacation before
returning to the club, but Ter-
zic said he is

in no hurry to have them
back after watching his side
win 2-0 at fourth-tier Sestao
River."We hope that in the

future we can have more
champions. For us as a
coaching staff and for the
club, itis very important," he
said."We're very proud that
these players are part of our
group and our dressing
room."Terzic said he had
stayed in touch with all the
club's World Cup partici-

pants, including Ghana cap-
tain and Athletic skipper
Inaki Williams, accordng to
Xinhua.

"I'm in contact with all
the players who participated
in the World Cup. It's impor-
tant that we build a connec-
tion and that there's commu-
nication so they understand
the message," he said.Terzic
also dismissed speculation
linking Laporte with a move
to Barcelona. The Spain de-
fender returned to Athletic,
where he began his profes-
sional career, at the start of
last season, and reports of
Barcelona's interest come af-
ter the Catalan club's unsuc-
cessful pursuit of Nico Wil-
liams over the previous two
summers."It's a story that is
repeated  constantly, al-
though the name might
change," Terzic said.

Sindhu loses to Chen Yufei as
India’s China Open campaign ends

Changzhou: India’s
campaign at the China Open
2026 badminton tournament
came to an end on Thursday
after PV Sindhu, Lakshya
Sen, and Ayush Shetty suf-
fered defeats in their respec-
tive matches at the BWF Su-
per 1000 event in China.

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu was
eliminated in the women’s
singles round of 16 after a
closely fought encounter
against home favourite Chen
Yufei. The Indian shuttler
fought back strongly but
eventually lost 16-21, 22-20,
21-18 to the fourth-ranked
Chinese player.

The match marked the
second meeting between
Sindhu and Chen Yufei in as
many weeks on the BWF
World Tour. Sindhu had de-

feated the Tokyo 2020
Olymplc champion in the
semi-final of the Japan Open
last week before going on to
win the title.

The opening game saw
Chen Yufei make a dominant
start as she built a 12-6 ad-
vantage. However, Sindhu
displayed her trademark
fighting spirit and gradually
clawed her way back into the
contest, levelling the score at
16-16.

The Indian then shifted
momentum in her favour by
winning five of the next six
points to close out the open-
ing game 21-16. Sindhu ap-
peared to be in control as she
continued her aggressive ap-
proach in the second game.

Sindhu maintained her
lead throughout much of the
second game and moved

within touching distance of
victory after earning four
match points at 20-16. How-
ever, Chen Yufei produced a
remarkable comeback under

pressure.

The Chinese shuttler
saved all four match points
and went on to win six con-
secutive points, forcing the
contest into a deciding third
game and keeping her hopes
alive in front of the home
crowd.

In the final game, Sindhu
started strongly and held an

early advantage, but Chen
Yufei gradually regained
control. The Chinese player
raised her level during the
crucial closing moments to
seal the match after a mara-
thon battle lasting one hour
and 29 minutes.

The defeat marked Sind-
hu’s ninth loss to Chen Yufei
in 16 career meetings. De-
spite the setback, Sindhu’s
recent performances, includ-
ing her Japan Open triumph,
have shown signs of a strong
return on the international
circuit.

Later in the day, India
suffered two more setbacks
inthe men’s singles competi-
tion as Ayush Shetty and
Lakshya Sen were knocked
out in their second-round
matches.

World No. 23 Ayush

Shetty endured a heartbreak-
ing defeat against Irish shut-
tler Nhat Nguyen, ranked
24th in the world. Shetty lost
21-15, 13-21, 20-22 after
failing to convert a signifi-
cant advantage in the decid-
ing game.

The Indian had appeared
to be in control of the third
game after taking a 19-15
lead, but Nguyen held his
nerve during the closing
stages to win seven of the
next eight points and com-
plete a dramatic comeback
victory.

Lakshya Sen, ranked
14th in the world, also exited
the tournament after losing
to Canada’s eighth-ranked
Victor Lai in straight games.
Sen wentdown 21-19,21-11
despite having a strong start
in the opening game.

SA20 Season 5 to begin with repeat of last year's final

New Delhi: Defending
champions Sunrisers East-
ern Cape will launch their ti-
tle defence against Pretoria
Capitals when the fifth edi-
tion of the SA20 league gets
underway on January 17,
2027, with the opening fix-
ture set to recreate last sea-
son's thrilling championship
clash.Cricket South Africa
(CSA) on Thursday an-
nounced the complete
schedule for the 2027 edition
of the tournament, which
will run from January 17 to
February 21. The competi-
tionis expected to once again
feature some of the world's
leading cricketers and con-
tinue the league's growing
popularity.

The opening match will
be played at St George's Park
in Ggeberha, where fans will

witness a rematch of last sea-
son's final. In the previous
edition, Sunrisers Eastern
Cape defeated Pretoria Capi-
tals in a memorable title
clash to secure the champi-
onship.

Sunrisers Eastern Cape
will enter the new season
aiming to retain their crown
and continue their impres-
sive run in the tournament.
The franchise has estab-
lished itself as one of the
strongest teams in the com-
petition through consistent
performances in recent edi-
tions.

Meanwhile, Pretoria
Capitals will be looking to
go one step further after fin-
ishing as runners-up last sea-
son. The team heads into the
new campaign with renewed
optimism following an im-

pressive run to the final un-
der the leadership of head
coach Sourav Ganguly and
captain Keshav Maharaj.

The tournament sched-
ule has been designed to
maximise fan engagement,
with four Saturday double-
headers scheduled for Janu-
ary 23, January 30, February
6, and February 13. The

weekend fixtures are expect-
edto attract large crowds and
provide fans with two
matches on each of those

days.

SA20 League Commis-
sioner Graeme Smith said
the announcement of the fix-
tures marked the first major
milestone in preparations for
the new season and signalled

the beginning of another ex-
citing chapter for the tourna-
ment.

"Announcing the SA20
fixtures is always a big mo-
ment for us; it's the first ma-
jor milestone ahead of the
new season and it means the
wheels are in motion for us
as we build towards an in-
credible month of cricket,"
Smith said.

Highlighting the open-
ing fixture, Smith said there
could be no better way to be-
gin the fifth season than with
arepeat of one of the league's
most memorable finals.

"There is no better way
to start Season 5 than with a
repeat of one of the most
thrilling finals in our history.
Sunrisers Eastern Cape and
Pretoria Capitals served up a
classic in Cape Town last

season, and it's fitting that
they're the two teams out in
the middle when the season
gets underway in Gqgeberha
on January 17, 2027," he
added.

The knockout phase of
the tournament will begin
with Qualifier 1 at Boland
Park in Paarl on February 16,
marking the first occasion
that the venue will host an
SA20 playoff match. The de-
cision reflects the league's
effort to spread marquee fix-
tures across its host cities.

The Wanderers Stadium
in Johannesburg will stage
the Eliminator on February
17 and Qualifier 2 on Febru-
ary 19, before attention shifts
to Newlands in Cape Town,
which will host the SA20 fi-
nal on February 21 for the
second consecutive year.

Mandaviya leads '‘Cheer 4 Bharat' campaign
to back Indian athletes at CWG 2026

New Delhi: Union
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Thursday par-
ticipated in a cycling event
organised by members of the
Indian diaspora in Glasgow
aspartofthe ‘Cheer4 Bharat’
campaign, an initiative
aimed at boosting the morale
of Indian athletes competing
in the 2026 Commonwealth
Games while promoting the
importance of fitness and
healthy living.

The event brought to-
gether members of the Indian
community living in Scot-
land, who cycled alongside
the Union Minister to ex-
press their support for Team
India ahead of the country's
campaign at the Common-
wealth Games. The initiative
also highlighted the role of
sports in encouraging health-
ier lifestyles and fostering
community participation.

India is competing in its
19th Commonwealth Games

with a 124-member contin-
gent, featuring athletes
across eight able-bodied
sports and five para-sports.
The Indian campaign at the
Games begins with the lawn
bowls competition, marking
the start of the country's
quest for medals.Addressing
participants during the cy-
cling event, Mandaviya said
the ‘Cheer 4 Bharat’ cam-
paign was not only about en-
couraging Indian athletes but
also about spreading aware-
ness regarding the impor-
tance of physical fitness
among citizens across the
world.He said the campaign
symbolised the Indian dias-
pora's unwavering support
for the country's sportsper-
sons while carrying a broad-
er message that good health
and fitness are essential for
individuals irrespective of
where they live."To support
Indian athletes participating
in the 2026 Commonwealth

Games, the Indian diaspora
organized the 'Cheer 4
Bharat' initiative to boost
their morale. Through this,
we sent a message that fit-
ness is essential for every
citizen of the world. In India,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched the Fit India
Movement, and our diaspora
remains deeply connected to
this cause," Mandaviya said.
The minister empha-
sised that the strength and
prosperity of any nation are
closely linked to the health of
its people. According to him,
a physically fit population
forms the foundation of a
productive and progressive
society."For any nation to
prosper, its citizens must be
fit. Fitcitizens build a healthy
society, and only a healthy
society can construct a pros-
perous nation," Mandaviya
said while urging people to
actively participate in fit-
ness-related activities.

Lovlina assures India of first medal
even before before CWG action begins

New Delhi : India have
secured their first medal at
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games even before the
opening  ceremony in
Glasgow.

Olympic bronze medal-
list Lovlina Borgohain is
assured of at least a bronze
medal after receiving a di-
rect entry into the semifi-
nals of the women's 75kg
boxing event.

The  Commonwealth
Games officially begin late
on Thursday in Glasgow,
Scotland, with the opening
ceremony scheduled for the
early hours of July 24 (IST).
However, India's medal tal-
ly is already guaranteed be-
cause of the draw in Lovli-
na's weight category.

Only five boxers are
competing in the women's
75kg division, which means
three athletes received byes
to the semifinals. Along
with Lovlina, Australia's

Emma-Sue Greentree and
Tuvalu's Tarona Khanum
Badi Pasoni Taafaki also
advanced directly to the last
four.England's Mary-Kate
Smith and Nigeria's Patricia

Mbata will contest the only
quarterfinal, with the win-
ner taking on Greentree in
the semifinals.

Lovlina  will face
20-year-old Taafaki in the
semifinals on July 31. It will
be the Tuvalu boxer’s first
appearance at a major inter-
national event. Her brother,
Pasoni Taafaki, is also com-
peting at the Games in the
men's 70kg boxing event.

The Indian boxer will
also be looking to make
amends for her disappoint-
ing campaign at the 2022
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, where she
was knocked out in the
quarterfinals of the 70kg
event.

Lovlina had suffered a
narrow 3-2 split-decision
defeat to Wales” Rosie Ec-
cles in a closely fought con-
test. Although the judges
awarded her the opening
two rounds by split deci-
sions, she was docked a
point in the second round
for holding. Eccles domi-
nated the final round to edge
the contest and end Lovli-
na's medal hopes.

This time, however, the
Assam-born pugilist has al-
ready ensured India a place
on the podium and will now
aim to upgrade the guaran-
teed bronze into a silver or
even gold.

Anahat storms into World Junior
Squash c’ships quarterfinals

New Delhi : Top seed
Anahat Singh continued her
impressive run at the World
Squash  Junior Individual
Championships, defeating
Malaysia’s Doyce Ye San
Lee in straight games to book
her place in the women's
quarterfinals.

The Indian, who won a
bronze medal at last year’s
edition, was in complete con-
trol as she beat the 13/16th
seed 11-4, 11-8, 11-3. She
will now face Egypt's 5/8th
seed Habiba Rizk for a place
in the semifinals.

Rizk reached the last
eight after defeating USA's
Charlotte Sze in four games.
Belgium's Savannah Mox-
ham also advanced, coming
from a game down to beat
Hong Kong China's Ena
Kwong 3-1.

Another Egyptian, Ma-
lika Elkaraksy, secured her
quarterfinal spot with a win
over USA's Diya Yadav.

In the men's draw, top
seed Mohamad Zakaria de-

feated Pakistan's Nauman
Khan to move into the next
round, while France's Amir
Khaled-Jousselin and Hong
Kong China's Helen Tang
alsoprogressed withstraight-
game victories.

India, however, suffered
a setback in the men's event
as Aryaveer Dewan crashed
out in the pre-quarterfinals.
Thereigning Asian Under-19
champion and 5/8th seed was
beaten 11-4, 11-1, 11-5 by
USA's Yaseen Shalaby in
straight games.

Elsewhere, Malaysia's
Whitney Wilson defeated
Brazil's Laura Silva, while
Saudi Arabia's Mohammed
Alnasfan edged past Eng-
land's Dylan Roberts in a
five-game thriller to reach
the quarterfinals.

The individual competi-
tion at the World Squash Ju-
nior Championships runs
until July 25, after which the
men's and women's team
events will be held from July
26t031.

LPL removes Jaffna Kings owners
amid financial & match-fixing storm

New Delhi: The organ-
isers of the Lanka Premier
League (LPL) have termi-
nated the franchise agree-
ment with the owners of
Jaffna Kings, with Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC) and tourna-
ment rights holder IPG tak-
ing full control of the team to
ensure the tournament con-
tinues without disruption.
The move comes just days
after Jaffna Kings co-owner
and former India Under-19
batter Manjot Kalra was ar-
rested by Sri Lanka Police's
Special Investigations Unit
(SIU) for the Prevention of
Offences Relating to Sports
on suspicion of match-fixing
on the opening day of the
2026 LPL.Kalra had joined
entrepreneur Mayank Goel

as co-owner of the franchise.
However, IPG clarified that
the franchise agreement was
terminated because the own-
ers failed to meet their finan-
cial obligations.Following
the termination, all rights to
the Jaffna Kings franchise
have reverted to IPG, which
is now running the team
jointly with Sri Lanka Crick-
et.The organisers confirmed
that there will be no impact
on the ongoing tournament.
Jaffna Kings will continue to
play under the same name,
with no changes to the squad,
fixtures or competition
format.“The termination fol-
lows the franchisee's inabili-
ty to fulfil its financial obli-
gations under the terms of the
franchise agreement.




24 JULY 2026 | FRIDAY | MUMBAI

08 | Aryan Age

() aryanage.com ) aryanagedaily ) aryanagedaily @) aryanage ) aryanagedaily

» BUSINESS

- BSE Sensex - Nifty 50 - Nifty 500 - Nifty Next 50 ~ Nifty 100 Nifty Bank
Close Percent chenge Close Percent chenge Close Percent chenge Close Percent chenge - Close Percent chenge Close Percent chenge
76,391.39 -0.47% 23,869.60 -0.53% 22.,982.40 -0.70% 71,840.45 -0.63% 24,932.50 -0.55% 56,592.00 -0.94%
Previous close Open Previous close Open Previous close Open Previous close Open Previous close Open Previous close Open
76,755.05  76,515.10 23,996.25 23,904.80 23,145.05 23,069.10 72,296.65 72,040.90 25,069.65 24,975.35 57,126.80 56,796.95
High Low High Low High Low High Low High Low High Low
76,726.66  76,151.98 23,990.75  23,807.20 23,148.90  22,937.75 72,606.60  71,634.60 25,083.80  24,867.10 EESBURISE 56,374.75

- Nifty Midcap 100

Close Percent chenge
61.685.00 -0.99%
Previous close Open
62,300.60 62,134.30

High Low
62,285.40 61,549.95

Company Current | % Gain
Bajaj Auto 11,283.50 2.59
SBI Life Insura 1,853.50 2.59
M&M 3,229.70 1.71
TCS 2,242.90 1.57
Eicher Motors 7,721.50 1.17

Company Current | %Loss

Adani Enterpris 3,010.00 -4.37

Shriram Finance 1,025.80 -3.12

Nestle 1,447.90 -3.06

Adani Ports 1,778.50 -2.25 The
Bajaj Finance 1,039.80 -1.93

Commodity Price Change (%) 23,900 mark.
-1,479.00
Gold Aug 05 144,201.00
-1.02
SilverSep04 [ 223,075.00 | 5200
Crudeoil Aug 19 | 8,735.00 325.00
3.86
Naturalgas Jul 28 | 28620 2.80 ; :
e ' 0.99 import bill.

dampening investor sentiment
across domestic markets.

Sensex ended the day 363.66
points, or 0.47 per cent, lower at
76,391.39, while the NSE Nifty
50 declined 126.65 points, or
0.53 per cent, to close at
23,869.60, slipping below the

The weakness
throughout the trading session,
with investors remaining cau-
tious amid concerns that surg-
ing crude oil prices could in-
crease inflationary pressures
and negatively impact corpo-
rate earnings as well as India's

Sensex

: Indian equity

benchmark  BSE

persisted

close.

During intra-day trade, the
Sensex fell as much as 603.07
points, or 0.78 per cent, to touch
a low of 76,151.98 before re-
covering part of its losses by the

The decline marked the
fourth straight session of losses
for both benchmark indices, re-
flecting sustained selling pres-
sure as global uncertainties con-
tinued to influence investor

behaviour.

A sharp rise in international
crude oil prices remained the
primary factor weighing on
market sentiment. Traders
monitored developments in
West Asia, where heightened
geopolitical tensions triggered
concerns over possible disrup-
tions to global energy supplies.

Brent crude, the interna-
tional benchmark for oil prices,

falls 364 pts,
Nifty below 23,900

Mumbai
benchmark indices extended
their losing streak for a fourth
consecutive trading session on
Thursday as escalating tensions
in West Asia pushed global
crude oil prices sharply higher,

surged 4.52 per cent to $98.32
per barrel, significantly increas-
ing concerns about inflation and
the potential impact on oil-im-
porting economies such as In-
dia.Higher crude oil prices gen-
erally increase input costs for
industries, widen India's current
account deficit, and put pres-
sure on inflation, making inves-
tors cautious about sectors sen-
sitive to rising energy costs.

Among the Sensex constit-

uents, Adani Ports, Bajaj Fi-
nance,
Axis Bank, State Bank of India,
and Tata Steel emerged as the
major losers,
broader market lower.

InterGlobe Aviation,

dragging the

Shares of InterGlobe Avia-

tion, the parent company of In-
diGo, came under pressure as
rising aviation fuel costs are
expected to impact airline prof-
itability if crude prices remain
elevated.

Mercedes Benz expands PHEV portfolio,
launches AMG E 53 Hybrid 4MATIC, ties up
with Indian Padel Tour for 2026-27 season

Chennai: Expanding its
PHEV portfolio by pursuing
a 'powertrain agnostic' strat-
egy for India, Luxury car
makers Mercedes-Benz In-
dia today launched the Mer-
cedes-AMG E 53 HYBRID
4MATIC , the first sedan in
the E-Class portfolio, while
announcing a multi-year tie
up with Indian Padel Tour as
its title sponsor for 2026-207
season.A company state-
mentsaid AMG E 53 is avail-
able in two exciting editions-
-Performance and Racing
Editions which Racing Edi-
tionsare priced at Rs. 1.45
crores and Rs.1.48 crores re-
spectively  (ex-showroom,
all-India).Company MD and
CEO Santosh Iyer said "the
E-Class has been the longest
running nameplates in the
Indian automotive industry
and the AMG E 53 HYBRID
4MATIC underlines perfor-
mance, practical usability
and electric efficiency, mak-
ing the E-Class portfolio tru-
ly unmatched. This perfor-
mance sedan combines

genuine AMG performance
with plug-in hybrid's effi-
ciency, balancing an AMG
customers need of racetrack
performance with practicali-
ty of daily usage, perfectly.
The AMG ES53 Hybrid fur-
thers our 'powertrain agnos-
tic' strategy for India, where
customers decide the pow-
ertrain of their choice, suit-
ing their requirement."

The company also an-
nounced a multi-year part-
nership with the Indian Padel
Tour, becoming the Title
Partner for the 202627 sea-
son, featuring 19 tourna-
ments across 10 cities, in-
cluding 10 City Opens, five
Grand Slams and four Spe-
cial IP events.The season
will commence in Mumbai
in August and culminate
with the season finale in Ben-
galuru in June 2027.Jigar
Doshi, Co-Founder, Padel-
Park India said the Indian
Padel Tour was created with
a simple ambition: to build
the competitive ecosystem
that every great sport needs.

Wipro eyes more acquisitions after 17th buy

Bengaluru:

crore.

The acquisition of the two brands,
Wipro Consumer Care's 17th so far, is
part of a broader strategy to strengthen
its presence in fast-growing consumer
categories, with the company identify-
ing home care, personal care, fragranc-
es, foods and digital-first brands as key
areas for future acquisitions."Since

Wipro Consumer
Care & Lighting on Thursday signalled
an aggressive acquisition-led expansion
strategy, saying it is actively scouting
for more acquisitions in India and over-
seas even as it announced the acquisi-
tion of the Good Home and Eva brands
from TTK Healthcare Ltd for Rs 256

we've announced two acquisitions in the
last two days, clearly acquisitions are on
our radar both in India and international
markets," Kumar Chander, CEO of
Wipro Consumer Care & Lighting and
Managing Director of Wipro Enterpris-
es, told reporters.However, he said ac-
quisitions would continue to be pursued
selectively, noting that transactions suc-
ceed only when valuations meet the ex-
pectations of both buyers and sellers.
India will remain Wipro Consumer
Care's highest-priority market, although
the company will also continue evaluat-
ing opportunities across other develop-
ing economies.Chander said the acqui-
sition of Good Home and Eva positions

Wipro to capitalise on rapidly expand-
ing consumer segments, particularly
fragrances, where he believes India has
only begun to realise its potential."India
is just scratching the surface. This cate-
gory is going to grow quite a lot," he
said, adding that the domestic fragrance
market could expand to Rs 5,000-
10,000 crore over the next decade.Good
Home has a portfolio spanning air care,
odour removers, scrubbers and drain
cleaners, while Eva is among India's pi-
oneering deodorant brands with offer-
ings including body sprays, no-gas per-
fumes, underarm roll-ons and talcum
powders. Together, the brands gener-
ated revenues of Rs 148 crore in FY26.

Mumbai : The UCO
bank has reported strong fi-
nancial performance for the
first quarter of the financial
year 2026-27, with healthy
growth in business, deposits,
advances and profitability.
As of June 30, 2026, the
bank's total business reached
Rs. 6,05,083 crore, register-
ing a year-on-year growth of
15.53 percent. Gross ad-
vances rose 21.18 percent to
Rs. 2,72,768 crore, while to-
tal deposits increased 11.28
percent to Rs. 3,32,315
crore.

The bank's CASA de-
posits grew 12.34 percent to
Rs. 1,16,136 crore, with sav-
ings deposits rising to Rs.
1,00,870 crore and current

E Salena Gl
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cent growth to Rs. 1,57,745
crore, driven by 27.32 per-
cent growth in retail loans,
30.01 percent growth in agri-
culture loans and 18.79 per-

UCO BANK

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
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deposits increasing to Rs.
15,266 crore. The CASA ra-
tio stood at 36.94 percent.
Retail, Agriculture and
MSME (RAM) advances re-
corded a strong 25.27 per-

cent growth in MSME lend-
ing.
Operating profit jumped
79.84 percent to Rs. 2,810
crore during the quarter,
while net profit increased

UCO Bank Reports Strong First Quarter Growth

8.05 percent to Rs. 656 crore
from Rs. 607 crore a year
carlier. Global Net Interest
Margin improved to 3.05
percent and domestic NIM to
3.24 percent. Gross NPA de-
clined to 2.08 percent and
Net NPA fell to 0.25 percent.
The Capital Adequacy Ratio
stood at 19.03 percent, Cred-
it-to-Deposit ~ Ratio  im-
proved to 82.08 percent and
Provision Coverage Ratio
reached 97.85 percent, re-
flecting the bank's strong fi-
nancial position and im-
proved asset quality.

Future real estate sentiment stays neutral in Q2; Office
market remains resilient: Knight Frank-NAREDCO

New Delhi: India's real
estate sector entered a phase
of stabilisation during the
April-June quarter of 2026,
with future sentiment hold-
ing steady despite global
economic uncertainties, ac-
cording to the latest Knight
Frank-NAREDCO Real Es-
tate Sentiment Index.The re-
port said while the current
sentiment remained sub-
dued, the sharp deterioration
witnessed in the previous
quarter has levelled off, sup-
ported by resilient office de-
mand and strong domestic
economic fundamentals.The
49th edition of the sentiment
index showed the Current
Sentiment Score slipped
marginally to 48 in Q2 2026
from 49 in the previous quar-
ter, remaining below the neu-
tral mark of 50.However, the
Future Sentiment Score
stayed unchanged at 50, indi-
cating that industry stake-
holders expect market condi-
tions to stabilise over the
next six months rather than
deteriorate further.Accord-
ing to the report, sentiment
continues to be weighed
down by geopolitical ten-
sions, volatile energy prices
and inflationary pressures.

At the same time, India's re-
silient economy, healthy of-
fice leasing activity and eas-
ing pessimism across key
real estate indicators have
helped restore confidence in
the sector.Developer senti-
ment remained unchanged at
51, marginally above the

neutral threshold, while non-
developer stakeholders—in-
cluding banks, financial in-
stitutions and private equity
investors—turned more op-

timistic. Their sentiment
score improved to 53 from
50 in the previous quarter,
reflecting greater comfort
with prevailing market con-
ditions.

The residential market
continued to moderate after
several years of strong
growth. Housing sales across
the top cities rose just 1 per
cent year-on-year in the first
half of 2026, signalling a
transition towards a more
stable growth cycle.The re-

port noted that fewer stake-
holders now expect residen-
tial demand to weaken, while
a larger share believes mar-
ket conditions will remain
unchanged, suggesting sta-
bilisation rather than adown-
turn.Developers also ap-
peared less pessimistic about
new project launches, al-
though concerns over con-
struction costs, labour avail-
ability and  financing
conditions continue to weigh
on supply decisions.Despite
these challenges, 74 per cent
of respondents expect resi-
dential property prices to ei-
ther remain stable or increase
over the next six months,
supported by elevated input
costs.The office segment re-
mained the strongest-per-
forming asset class. Office
transactions touched 48 mil-
lion square feet in the first
halfof2026, down only 2 per
cent year-on-year despite a
high base, with demand con-
tinuing to be driven by
(GCCs), technology firms
and diversified occupiers.

Nearly 74 per cent of
stakeholders expect office
leasing activity to remain
stable or improve over the
next six months.

Foreign investment revival signals
renewed confidence in Indian economy: RBI

New Delhi: A revival in
foreign investment flows
indicates that global inves-
tor confidence in the Indian
economy is strengthening,
according to an article pub-
lished in the Reserve Bank
of India's (RBI) July Bulle-
tin.

The article said higher
foreign direct investment
(FDI), the return of foreign
portfolio inflows and im-
proving external sector in-
dicators reflect India's resil-
ience  despite  ongoing
global uncertainties.

The article, State of the
Economy clarified that the
views expressed are those
of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the
central bank's official posi-
tion.

According to the article,
both gross and net FDI in-
flows during April-May
2026 exceeded the levels
recorded in the correspond-
ing period last year. Net FDI
rose to $6.5 billion during
the two-month period, com-
pared with USD 2.5 billion
ayear ago.

The report also high-

lighted a turnaround in for-
eign portfolio investment
(FPI) flows. After witness-
ing sustained outflows ear-
lier in the financial year,
FPIs turned net buyers in
June and continued to invest
in July, aided by supportive
policy measures and easing
geopolitical tensions.

Indian equity markets
also reflected the improving
investor mood. The bulletin
noted that equities rallied
during June and the early
part of July following the
ceasefire agreement be-
tween the US and Iran,
moderation in crude oil
prices and renewed foreign
investor buying.However,
markets corrected after geo-
political tensions resur-
faced in West Asia and oil
prices climbed again, be-
fore settling into a range-
bound movement.

Despite the recent re-
covery, overseas investors
remain net sellers of Indian
equities so far in the current
financial year, having with-
drawn USD 13.28 billion.
In contrast, they have in-
vested $7.8 billion in the

domestic debt market.

The article said recent
policy initiatives by the RBI
and the government have
helped improve foreign in-
vestor sentiment. These in-
cluded measures to expand
overseas investors' access
to government securities,
relax investment norms for
foreign portfolio investors
and provide tax support for
investments in sovereign
bonds.

The RBI also pointed to
strong inflows under its re-
cently introduced foreign
currency mobilisation mea-
sures. Non-Resident Indi-
ans (NRIs) invested USD
17.41 billion through For-
eign Currency Non-Resi-
dent (Bank) [FCNR(B)] de-
posits under the special
incentive scheme.

In addition, the central

bank received USD 1.97
billion through overseas
foreign currency borrow-
ings and USD 1.34 billion
via external commercial
borrowings.

According to the article,
the concessional swap facil-
ity introduced for fresh
FCNR(B) deposits has
played a key role in boost-
ing foreign currency in-
flows and strengthening In-
dia's external position.

On global financial
markets, the bulletin noted
that the US 10-year Trea-
sury yield remained elevat-
ed and volatile during June,
hardening further in early
July before easing after
softer-than-expected US in-
flation data.The US Dollar
Index strengthened in June
but gave up part of its gains
in July as inflation concerns
cased. Foreign investors
also trimmed exposure to
emerging market equities
during June, although debt
inflows partially offset the
outflows.

The authors observed
that the global economy
continues to grapple with

geopolitical tensions, sup-
ply chain disruptions and an
uncertain trade environ-
ment. Against this back-
drop, they said India's econ-
omy has remained resilient,
supported by healthy do-
mestic demand and steady
performance across the in-
dustrial and services sec-
tors.

On inflation, the bulle-
tin noted that headline retail
inflation edged higher in
June, primarily due to food
and fuel prices, while un-
derlying core inflation—ex-
cluding precious metals—
remained subdued. It also
said liquidity conditions
have improved, supporting
robust credit growth.The ar-
ticle added that India's ex-
ternal sector remains stable
and its outlook continues to
improve, aided by stronger
foreign investment inflows.

It also reiterated that
India remains among the
world's fastest-growing
major economies and has
sustained economic mo-
mentum despite an increas-
ingly uncertain global envi-
ronment.

SHG digitisation

Bengaluru: Digitising
the credit history of nearly
10 crore women associated
with  self-help  groups
(SHGS) could become In-
dia's "next UPI moment",
unlocking access to formal
finance for millions of wom-
en entrepreneurs and accel-
erating inclusive economic
growth, Kalpana Ajayan,
Women's World Banking
(South Asia Regional Head),
said on Thursday.

Inaninterview with UNI
on the sidelines of the Fin-
tech Fusion Festival here,
Ajayan said SHGs represent
one of India's biggest un-
tapped financial assets, but
years of borrowing and re-
payment by women within
these groups remain invisi-

ble to the formal banking
system because the transac-
tions are not digitally record-
ed.

"We keep talking about
the next UPI moment. I be-
lieve the digitisation of SHG
lending history can become
that moment. Nearly 10
crore women have built re-
payment discipline over
many years, but banks can-
not see it because there is no
digital credit footprint," she
said.

She said women in
SHGs typically receive
loans of around 25,000
through inter-group lending
mechanisms, but many are
unable to graduate to larger
enterprise loans despite hav-
ing demonstrated financial
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discipline over the years.

"From the banking sys-
tem's perspective, these
women appear to have no
credit history. But they have
actually been borrowing and
repaying loans for 10 to 15
years. If this credit behav-
iour is digitally captured,
millions of women will be-
come visible to formal lend-
ers," Ajayan said.

She said creating such a
digital record would enable
banks to assess borrowers
beyond conventional credit
scores and significantly ex-
pand access to affordable in-
stitutional finance.

According to Ajayan,
formal recognition of SHG
credit history could support
the government's efforts to

promote women entrepre-
neurship, including initia-
tives such as the Lakhpati
Didi programme.
"Employment genera-
tion is a challenge. Entrepre-
neurship offers a sustainable
solution, but women need
both capital and capacity
building. Our experience
shows that when a woman

entrepreneur succeeds, she
often creates livelihoods for
three to five other women.
The multiplier effect is sig-
nificant," she said.

Ajayan said Women's
World Banking estimates
thatnearly 200 million wom-
en in India own smartphones
and have internet access but
remain outside the formal fi-

nancial system despite the
country's rapid digitalisa-
tion.

"The challenge today is
no longer access but usage.
India has made tremendous
progress through the Jan
Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile ar-
chitecture, but financial in-
clusion must now translate
into active participation in
savings, credit, insurance
and digital financial servic-
es," she said.

She stressed that finan-
cial institutions also need to
rethink the way they assess
women entrepreneurs.

"Traditional collateral-
based lending excludes
many women because prop-
erty is rarely in their names.
Credit underwriting should

increasingly be based on en-
terprise activity, business
cash flows, supply chains
and repayment capacity
rather than physical collater-
al," she said.

Ajayan also highlighted
the shortage of women bank-
ing correspondents, describ-
ing them as critical to last-
mile financial inclusion.

"Women often feel more
comfortable transacting with
women banking correspon-
dents. Although women ac-
count for nearly 55 per cent
of Jan Dhan account holders,
only around 13-14 per cent
of banking correspondents
are women. Increasing their
participation can significant-
ly improve financial access,"
she said.

She said Women's World
Banking works with banks,
fintech companies, NBFCs,
insurance firms, government
departments and regulators
to design commercially sus-
tainable financial products
for women, adding that fi-
nancial inclusion should ex-
tend beyond credit to include
insurance, savings and digi-
tal financial services.

Ajayan also noted that
lack of awareness remains a
major barrier, with many
women entrepreneurs un-
aware of collateral-free
lending available under the
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust
for Micro and Small Enter-
prises (CGTMSE) and sev-
eral government support
schemes.
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