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Mumbai : In a high-stakes 
administrative overhaul aimed 
at grassroots empowerment 
and judicial expansion, the 
Maharashtra state cabinet 
cleared a sweeping package 
of public-welfare decisions. 
The cabinet’s resolutions 
inject fresh momentum into 
agricultural safety nets, 
administrative transparency, 
and regional justice delivery 
across the state.

The state has granted a 
crucial three-year extension 
to the vital Gopinath Munde 
Farmer Accident Security 

Concession Scheme. 
Expanding its protective 

umbrella, the government 
has now formally integrated 
landless farm laborers and 
women farmers into the fold, 
ensuring broader grassroots 
coverage. To clear massive 
backlogs and streamline 
transparency, the General 

Administration Department 
has greenlit the creation of 

three new State Information 
Commissioner posts within 
the Maharashtra State 
Information Commission, 
accompanied by dedicated

In a major administrative 
cleanup, Mumbai’s civic 
framework will see greater 

coordination as all state 
government offices and 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) utility 
tabs transition to a centralized 
joint-billing mechanism 
operated via the BEST 
undertaking. Bolstering the 
judicial infrastructure—
particularly prioritizing the 
Marathwada region—the 
cabinet sanctioned a slew of 
new courts, tribunals, and 
public prosecutor offices:

Sillod (Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar): New District 
and Additional Sessions 

Court, alongside a Public 
Prosecutor's office;

Kinvat (Nanded): 
District and Additional 
Sessions Court, Senior 
Division Civil Court, and a 
Public Prosecutor's office; 
Kaij (Beed): A brand new 
Senior Division Civil Court; 
Chandwad (Nashik): New 
Senior Division Civil Court; 
and Pimpri- Chinchwad 
(Pune): A dedicated Special 
Motor Vehicles Court to 
tackle rising vehicular 
congestion and accident-
related litigation

New Delhi: The Lok 
Sabha on Tuesday introduced 
the Taxation and Other 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2026, with the government 
describing it as a key step 
towards modernising 
India's tax framework 
and strengthening the 
country's digital financial 
ecosystem. The legislation 
was introduced amid noisy 
protests by Opposition 
members and cleared for 
introduction through a voice 
vote.

Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman moved 
the Bill for introduction, 
seeking the House's 
permission to bring in 
the Taxation and Other 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2026, which proposes 
amendments to the Payment 
and Settlement Systems 
Act, 2007, the Income-
tax Act, 2025, and the 
Finance Act, 2026. The 
Bill seeks to replace the 
Income-tax (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2026, which was 
promulgated on June 5, 2026, 
while introducing a broader 
set of legislative changes 

aimed at boosting foreign 
investment, simplifying the 
regulatory framework for 
digital payment systems and 
extending policy support to 
key manufacturing sectors.

According to the 
proposed legislation, the 
amendments are intended to 
update the legal architecture 
governing taxation and 
payment systems in response 
to the evolving needs of 
India's economy and its 
rapidly expanding digital 
ecosystem. The government 
has maintained that the 
reforms are designed to 
improve the ease of doing 
business, enhance investor 
confidence and ensure that 
India's tax and financial 
laws remain aligned with 
technological advancements 
and changing commercial 
practices.

The proposed changes 
are also expected to 
streamline regulatory 
processes and create a 
more investment-friendly 
policy environment while 
supporting the country's 
long-term economic growth 
objectives.

Lok Sabha introduces Taxation 
Reform Bill seeking to mordernise 

India's tax framework

Mumbai : Veteran educationist, 
philanthropist and former Governor 
of Tripura, Bihar and West Bengal, 
Dr Dnyandeo Yashwantrao Patil, 
died in Kolhapur, Maharashtra, on 
Tuesday at the age of 90, family 
sources said.

Fondly known as “Dada”, Dr 
Patil devoted several decades of 
his life to public service, education, 
healthcare and social welfare. His 
death marks the end of a long 
public career that spanned politics, 
constitutional responsibilities 
and the expansion of professional 
education in Maharashtra and other 
parts of the country.

Born on October 22, 1935, at 
Ambap in Kolhapur district, Dr Patil 
came from an agricultural family. 
He pursued higher education and 
obtained an MA, LLB and PhD. He 
also stood first class first in the law 

examination conducted by Shivaji 
University, according to his official 
biographical profile.

Dr Patil began his public life 
at the grassroots level and was 
elected to the Kolhapur Municipal 
Council as a Congress candidate in 
1957. He subsequently served as an 
MLA from Panhala in Maharashtra 
from 1967 to 1978.

His political career was 
followed by a wider role in public 
life when he was appointed 
Governor of Tripura. He took oath 
as Governor on November 27, 
2009, and served in the post until 
March 21, 2013. During his tenure, 
he emphasised development, 
education and improving socio-
economic conditions in the 
northeastern state.

Dr Patil was subsequently 
appointed Governor of Bihar and 

took charge on March 22, 2013. He 
remained in office until November 
26, 2014. He also served as 
Governor of West Bengal with 
additional charge from July 3 to 
July 17, 2014.

A veteran of the Congress 
for several decades, Dr Patil later 
joined the Nationalist Congress 
Party in December 2018.

However, it was in the field of 
education that Dr Patil left his most 
enduring imprint.

He established the D Y Patil 
Group in 1983 with the vision 
of making quality education 
accessible to a larger section 
of society. What began with 
institutions in professional 
education subsequently 
developed into a large network 
spanning medicine, engineering, 
management, sports, schools and 

other disciplines.
His contribution to social 

service was formally recognised 
when he was conferred the 
Padma Shri in 1991. The official 
Padma Awards notification lists 
Dr Dnyandeo Yashwantrao Patil 
under the field of Social Work from 
Maharashtra.

Dr Patil was also closely 
associated with healthcare and 
charitable initiatives. Hospitals and 
medical institutions established 
under his educational vision sought 
to combine professional medical 
training with healthcare services, 
strengthening the link between 
education and public welfare.

His public career and 
educational work reflected his long-
standing belief that education could 
serve as an instrument of social 
transformation. His institutions 

expanded opportunities in fields 
such as medicine, engineering, 
management, sports and allied 
professional disciplines.

Dr Patil is survived by his 
family, including his sons Vijay D 
Patil, Dr Ajeenkya D Y Patil and 
Satej Patil, besides other family 
members.

Veteran educationist, former Governor 
Padma Shri D. Y. Patil dies at 90

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
expressed deep grief over the demise of Dr. 
D.Y. Patil, describing it as 
an extremely heartbreaking 
loss. He stated, "In the 
passing of Padma Shri Dr. 
D.Y. Patil—who made stellar 
contributions to education, 
cooperation and social 
sectors—the state has lost 
a tireless, dedicated leader 
(karyatapaswi netrutva), marking a massive 
loss to the social and political spheres. He 
was a visionary who revolutionised education 
and widened opportunities for ordinary and 
needy students. I offer my heartfelt tribute to 
him."

Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde 
paid glowing tributes, remembering him 

as a titan of education and social welfare. 
"The great educationist, former Governor, 

and Padma Shri Dr. D.Y. 
Patil, whose visionary 
efforts transformed the face 
of education, society, and 
healthcare in Maharashtra, 
has left an indelible void in the 
entire state and the academic 
world. Far beyond merely 
establishing institutions, he 

imparted education rooted in the principles of 
academic excellence and holistic education. 
The unparalleled work he accomplished in 
education, health, sports, and social service 
will inspire generations. With his departure, 
Maharashtra has lost a visionary leader, a 
towering educationist, and a generous guide," 
Shinde added.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and the Opposition leader Rahul 
Gandhi condoled the death of veteran 
educationist, philanthropist, Padma 
Shri awardee and former 
governor Dr. Dnyandeo 
Yashwantrao (D.Y.) 
Patil, who passed away 
due to old age-related 
illness today.

PM Modi expressed 
deep grief over demise 
of D Y Patil, saying in his 
condolence message "Shree D Y Patil Ji 
was at the forefront of serving society 
through philanthropy and education in 
particular. He always worked to improve 
the lives of others, especially the poor. 
Pained by his demise, my thoughts are 

with his family in this sad hour. Om 
Shanti."

While, Leader of Opposition in 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi said in his 

message, "the news 
of demise of former 
governor, renowned 
educationist and 
social worker D Y 
Patil is extremely 
heartbreaking. His 
contribution in the 
fields of education 

and public service will always remain in 
memories."

" I express my deepest condolences 
to all the grieving family members," 
Gandhi added in his condolence 
message.

PM Modi, Rahul Gandhi condole death of D.Y. Patil CM, Deputy CM pay glowing tributes to Dr. D.Y. Patil

Maha Cabinet unleashes major welfare blitz: farmer scheme 
extended, new courts sanctioned, Municipal billing centralized

New Delhi: The Opposition on 
Tuesday intensified its attack on the 
Centre over allegations related to the Shri 
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust, 
with Congress President and Leader 
of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha 
Mallikarjun Kharge demanding that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi respond 
in Parliament to accusations concerning 

alleged irregularities in donations, land 
transactions and the management of the 
trust.

Raising the issue in the Rajya Sabha, 
Kharge said the allegations involving 
valuable offerings, cash donations, land 
purchases and the administration of the 
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra 
Trust were a matter of concern for crores 
of devotees across the country.

He asserted that the trust had been 
constituted by the Central government 
following an announcement made 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
Parliament and noted that more than 
70 acres of land had been handed over 
to the trust by the Centre. Kharge also 
pointed out that the Prime Minister 
had personally participated in every 
major event associated with the Ram 

temple, from the bhoomi pujan to the 
consecration ceremony.

"These allegations concern the 
faith of crores of devotees. The trust 
was formed by the Central government, 
whose creation was announced by the 
Prime Minister himself in Parliament. 
The Centre handed over more than 70 
acres of land to the trust, and the Prime 
Minister participated in every important 
occasion from the bhoomi pujan to the 
pran pratishtha. In such a situation, 
the Prime Minister cannot escape 
accountability over serious allegations, 
including theft of offerings. He should 
tell the House where agencies like the 
Enforcement Directorate, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation and the Income 
Tax Department are. Those who have 
looted in the name of Lord Ram should 

apologise to the entire country and stop 
misleading the nation," Kharge said.

The issue also triggered protests by 
Opposition Members of Parliament in the 
Parliament House complex, where MPs 
questioned the absence of union Home 
Minister Amit Shah from Parliament and 
raised slogans over the alleged theft of 
offerings at the Ayodhya Ram Mandir.

Joining the demonstration, Congress 
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party was losing 
public support.

"The people of this country are tired 
of the BJP. People understand everything, 
and this is only the beginning," Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra told reporters in the 
Parliament complex while participating 
in the protest.

The protest came amid continued 

confrontations between the government 
and the Opposition during the ongoing 
Monsoon Session of Parliament, with 
several contentious issues disrupting 
proceedings.

Earlier in the day, Congress 
MP Manickam Tagore submitted an 
Adjournment Motion notice in the Lok 
Sabha seeking suspension of the House's 
scheduled business to discuss the police 
action during the student protest held at 
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on July 20, 
2026.

Describing the matter as one of 
"definite urgent public importance", 
Tagore urged that union Home Minister 
Amit Shah make a detailed statement in 
Parliament explaining the circumstances 
under which force was allegedly used 
against the protesters.

"I seek leave to move an Adjournment 
Motion to discuss a matter of urgent 
public importance concerning the police 
action during the student protest held at 
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi, on 20 July 
2026," Tagore said in the notice.

The Congress has consistently 
accused the government of using 
excessive force against students 
protesting over recruitment delays, 
examination irregularities and paper leak 
controversies, while also demanding 
accountability from the Home Ministry 
for the police action. Tuesday's protests 
and parliamentary interventions added 
to the growing list of issues over which 
the Opposition has sought discussions 
during the Monsoon Session, placing 
the government under sustained pressure 
both inside and outside Parliament.

Kharge demands PM's response on Ram Temple Trust allegations, 
Opposition targets Amit Shah's absence in Parliament

New Delhi: Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) national 
convenor Arvind Kejriwal on 
Tuesday was stopped by Delhi 
Police while leading a march 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's residence to submit 
more than 2.33 lakh public 
petitions demanding the 
withdrawal of E20-blended 
petrol.

Accompanied by around 
100 people whom the party 
described as being affected 
by the fuel policy, Kejriwal 
staged a sit-in on the road after 
the delegation was denied 
permission to meet the Prime 
Minister. The protest ended 
after police took custody of 
the petitions, which the party 
said numbered 2,33,238, and 
informed the delegation that 
the Prime Minister would not 
meet them. Addressing a press 
conference later, Kejriwal 
accused the Centre of ignoring 
public concerns and alleged 
that the E20 policy was being 
implemented under pressure 
from US President Donald 
Trump. "PM Modi, what is the 
point of showing your strength 
against us? Show the same 
courage in front of Trump 
and stop imposing E20 on the 
country. Otherwise, the nation 
will once again be compelled 
to launch a major movement," 
he said.

In a post on X after the 
protest, Kejriwal said the 
delegation had attempted 

to meet the Prime Minister 
with over 2.33 lakh petitions 
opposing E20 but was stopped 
by police. He added that all 
the petitions had now been 
sent to the Prime Minister.

Kejriwal said the party 
had sought an appointment 
with the Prime Minister 
nearly a month ago to discuss 
concerns surrounding E20-
blended petrol but had 
received no response. He 
described the refusal to meet 
the delegation as evidence of 
what he called a "dictatorial 
attitude." Questioning the 
rationale behind the policy, the 
former Delhi chief minister 
claimed that the Centre had 
acknowledged in Parliament 
that E20 fuel reduced fuel 
efficiency and affected 
certain engine components, 
particularly rubber parts. He 
asked why such a fuel was 
being made mandatory despite 
these concerns.

"The BJP-led Central 
Government itself admitted in 
Parliament that fuel efficiency 
decreases and engine 
components are affected. 
If mileage is reducing and 

engines are being damaged, 
why is it being imposed?" he 
asked.

Kejriwal further alleged 
that the policy was intended 
to facilitate imports of 
ethanol from the United 
States rather than benefit 
Indian farmers. According 
to him, the government's 
claims that E20 would save 
foreign exchange and support 
domestic agriculture did not 
stand scrutiny. "It is not Indian 
farmers who are benefiting 
but American farmers. We 
appeal to the Prime Minister 
to stop buying ethanol from 
the United States and learn to 
withstand Trump's pressure," 
he said. Warning of an 
intensified agitation, Kejriwal 
said the party would soon 
announce its next course of 
action if the Centre did not 
reconsider the policy. "If E20 
is not withdrawn, the country 
will once again be compelled 
to launch a major movement," 
he said, adding that citizens 
would have to "come out on 
the streets on a very large 
scale" if they wanted relief 
from the policy.

Kejriwal stopped on way to PM's residence during 
protest against E20 Petrol, stages road sit-in

New Delhi: The 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
on Tuesday accused the 
Congress of adopting “double 
standards” on the issue of 
paper leaks and demanded an 
explanation from Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
over their silence on remarks 
made by Karnataka Home 
Minister Priyank Kharge.

Addressing a press 
conference, BJP national 
spokesperson Sambit Patra 
said that Mallikarjun Kharge 
often delivers lengthy speeches 

in the Rajya Sabha. “It is 
good that at least discussions 
have started, but when his 
son makes an insensitive 
and inhuman statement on 
the same issue in Karnataka, 
both Rahul Gandhi and 
Mallikarjun Kharge remain 
silent,” he said. Patra alleged 
that Priyank Kharge had made 
a “highly arrogant” remark 
regarding the students’ protest 
over alleged irregularities 
in the Karnataka police 
constable recruitment process. 
He claimed that Kharge had 
said, “Let the students sit on a 
hunger strike for 25 days first, 

then we will resort to lathi-
charge, and after that we will 
think about my resignation.” 
The BJP spokesperson said 
Rahul Gandhi’s silence 
on the matter reflected the 
Congress party’s “double 
standards.” He also accused 
the Congress and some of its 
alliance partners of disrupting 
the Monsoon Session of 
Parliament. “Crores of 
rupees are spent on running 
a parliamentary session. 
However, since the session 
began, Question Hour has 
not been allowed to function, 
and hardly any Bills are being 

discussed,” Patra said.
Expressing criticism over 

the Opposition’s conduct, 
Patra said, “I am surprised 
by their double standards. 
Attempts have been made to 
disrupt Zero Hour from the 
very beginning. The problem 
lies in the behaviour of the 
Congress and its allies. 
Their double standards are 
shocking.”

 Patra further alleged that 
Priyank Kharge had made an 
insensitive statement about 
the protesting students and 
said that Rahul Gandhi was 
still silent on the issue. He 

also claimed that thousands 
of students in Jharkhand 
were protesting over 
examination-related issues, 
but the Congress had neither 
spoken, in their support nor 
appeared to be raising the 
matter in Parliament. He 
added that no placards related 
to the Jharkhand Public 
Service Commission (JPSC) 
examination issue had been 
seen in the hands of Congress 
leaders because, according 
to him, “this is selective 
outrage.”

BJP accuses Congress of double 
standards over paper leak issue
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Mumbai:  Social activist Anja-
li Damania today raised questions 
over the Election Commission’s re-
cent communication to Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister Sunetra 
Pawar regarding documents related 
to amendments in the constitution 
of the Nationalist Congress Party 
(Ajit Pawar faction), alleging that 
the timing of the notice points to 
a possible political pressure aimed 
at facilitating a merger of the two 
NCP factions.

In a post on social media, Ms 
Damania claimed that the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) wants both 
factions of the Nationalist Congress 
Party to reunite, but Sunetra Pawar 
is not willing to support such a 

move. She suggested that the Elec-
tion Commission’s letter could be 
part of an effort to exert pressure 
on her.

Ms Damania also drew atten-
tion to what she described as an 
increase in meetings between lead-
ers of the Sharad Pawar-led NCP 

faction and BJP leaders during the 
same period in which the Election 
Commission sought additional doc-
uments from Sunetra Pawar. She 
implied that the developments were 
linked and concluded her post by 
describing the situation as “disgust-
ing politics”.

The Election Commission had 
issued a letter to Sunetra Pawar on 
July 27, stating that several man-
datory documents and resolutions 
supporting amendments to the par-
ty’s constitution had not been sub-
mitted. The Commission directed 
the party to furnish the required 
documents to complete the process.

Reacting to the notice, Ms Da-
mania questioned the neutrality of 
the Election Commission and sug-
gested, through her social media 
remarks, that there was an under-
standing between the poll body and 
the ruling BJP.However, neither the 
Election Commission nor the BJP 
has officially responded to her al-
legations.

Anjali Damania alleges political pressure behind 
EC notice to NCP-AP president Sunetra Pawar Mumbai:  National-

ist Congress Party (Sharad 
Pawar faction) MLA Rohit 
Pawar on Tuesday levelled 
serious allegations of irreg-
ularities in the MHT-CET 
examination process and 
announced that he would 
demand the resignation of 
Maharashtra Minister Rad-
hakrishna Vikhe Patil over 
the issue.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Pawar claimed that 
large-scale corruption had 
taken place in the examina-
tion system during the BJP-
led government’s tenure.

He alleged that evidence 
submitted in previous in-
vestigations indicated that 
an examination paper had 
been leaked for as much as 
25 lakh. 

He also said party rep-
resentatives would approach 
the Byculla Police Station to 
pursue the matter further.

Pawar further alleged 
that his party had obtained 
additional evidence related 
to the Excise Department 
recruitment examination, 
claiming that the marking 
pattern had been leaked. 
He also referred to alleged 
irregularities in the Talathi 
recruitment examination, 
saying these incidents had 
weakened public confidence 
in competitive examinations.

Highlighting concerns 
over the Maharashtra Health 
and Technical Common En-
trance Test (MHT-CET) ex-

amination, Pawar said near-
ly 10 lakh students appear 
for the test every year and 
questioned the transparency 
of the percentile calculation 
process.

He claimed that an anal-
ysis of MHT-CET results 
between 2020 and 2026 
revealed a noticeable trend 
after 2023, with the num-
ber of top 100 rank holders 
scoring over 85% in Physics, 
Chemistry and Mathematics 
(PCM) in the Class 12 board 
examinations declining ev-
ery year.

According to him, only 
43 of the top 100 candidates 
in MHT-CET 2026 had se-
cured over 85 percent in 
PCM in their board exam-
inations.

He alleged that the CET 
Cell has not disclosed the 
formula used to calculate 
percentiles and has also re-
fused to provide the infor-
mation under the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act.

Pawar demanded that 
the percentile calculation 

methodology be made pub-
lic to ensure transparency.

The NCP MLA also ac-
cused the CET Cell of modi-
fying tender conditions three 
times to favour a particular 
company for conducting ex-
aminations.

He alleged that the 
company, “Eduspark,” se-
cured contracts across sev-
en Maharashtra government 
departments and created a 
network of associated firms 
to obtain additional govern-
ment work.

Pawar further claimed 
that similar concerns regard-
ing the company’s opera-
tions had been raised by the 
Bihar government in a com-
plaint to the Prime Minister, 
alleging cartelisation in the 
awarding of contracts.

Pawar demanded a thor-
ough investigation into the 
allegations and asserted that 
transparency and account-
ability in the state’s exam-
ination system were essen-
tial to protect the interests of 
lakhs of students.

Rohit Pawar alleges MHT-CET irregularities, demands 
resignation of Minister Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil

Pune:  Shiv Sena Pune city chief 
Pramod Bhangire alias Nana has 
launched a sharp attack on the Pune 
Municipal Corporation (PMC) after 
a court reportedly ordered the sei-
zure of the Municipal Commission-
er’s chair and laptop over the civic 
body’s alleged failure to clear com-
pensation dues owed to farmers.

The controversy centres around 
a long-pending compensation dis-
pute involving farmers whose land 
was acquired for the Uruli Devachi 
garbage depot project. Bhangire 
questioned how an urban civic body 
managing a budget worth thousands 

of crores could fail to pay compen-
sation of around Rs 12 crore to af-
fected landowners despite repeated 
directions.

Taking to social media platform 
X, Bhangire described the court’s 
action as a matter of embarrassment 
for the PMC. He alleged that the 
development highlighted serious 
shortcomings in the functioning of 
the corporation’s land acquisition 
department.

The dispute dates back to 2005, 
when nearly 100 acres of land were 
acquired from farmers in Uruli 
Devachi and Fursungi for a garbage 

disposal project. The affected land-
owners later approached the court, 
claiming that they had not received 
compensation in accordance with the 
actual value of their acquired prop-
erty.

According to the farmers, de-
spite legal directions, the compensa-
tion amount was not paid by the civ-
ic body. They argued that the delay 
had caused financial hardship and 
forced them to continue fighting a 
prolonged legal battle to secure their 
rightful dues.

The court had reportedly direct-
ed the PMC to provide compensation 

based on the prevailing market value 
of the acquired land. However, the 
order was allegedly not implemented 
within the prescribed period, leading 
the farmers to seek further legal ac-
tion.

Following continued non-com-
pliance with the court’s directions, 
the court reportedly ordered the sei-
zure of the Municipal Commission-
er’s chair and laptop.

 The unusual action brought re-
newed attention to the decades-old 
dispute and raised questions over the 
civic body’s handling of land acqui-
sition matters.

Shiv Sena leader Bhangire slams PMC 
over delay in farmers’ compensation

Yavatmal : The agrarian crisis in 
Maharashtra’s Vidarbha region contin-
ues to deepen, with Yavatmal district 
reporting 152 farmer suicides during 
the first six months of 2026, raising 
fresh concerns over the effectiveness 
of government welfare measures for 
farmers.

Official figures showed that the 
highest number of suicides were report-
ed from the tehsils of Ralegaon, Mare-
gaon, Darwha, Pusad, Mahagaon and 
Yavatmal, where agriculture is largely 
rain-fed.

Inadequate irrigation facilities, 
dependence on cotton and soybean 
cultivation and rising input costs have 
severely affected the financial condition 
of farmers in these areas.

Data indicated that most of the 
farmers who died by suicide were in the 
30-50 age group.

Mounting debt, family responsibil-
ities, children’s education and repeated 
crop losses are believed to have pushed 
many into severe financial and psycho-

logical distress.
Most of the victims reportedly end-

ed their lives by consuming pesticides 
or by hanging.

According to official records, more 
than 300 farmers died by suicide in the 
district in 2024, followed by 342 cases 
in 2025. With 152 deaths recorded be-
tween January and June this year, the 
number of farmer suicides in Yavatmal 
has crossed 800 over the past two-and-
a-half years.

Although the government provides 
financial assistance to the families of 
farmers who die by suicide, many re-
main ineligible due to procedural hur-
dles.

Families are often denied compen-
sation if loans were taken from private 
moneylenders or non-nationalised insti-
tutions, land ownership records are in-
complete or inheritance documents are 
unavailable.

In some cases, assistance is also 
denied after the deaths are attributed to 
family disputes or other non-agricultur-

al reasons.
The rising number of suicides has 

also raised questions over the effective-
ness of government initiatives such as 
the Shetkari Swavalamban Mission and 
the Baliraja Chetna Abhiyan, which are 
aimed at providing support and coun-
selling to distressed farmers.

Former Shetkari Swavalamban 
Mission chairman Kishor Tiwari al-
leged that the government was ignoring 
the root causes of the agrarian crisis.

Natural farming advocate Harihar 
Linganwar said the increasing cost of 
cultivation, expensive seeds and pesti-
cides were trapping farmers in a cycle 
of debt and advocated the promotion of 
natural farming to reduce production 
costs.

Experts said that unless farmers 
receive remunerative prices for their 
produce, timely crop insurance com-
pensation, easy access to institutional 
credit and improved irrigation facilities, 
the growing trend of farmer suicides is 
unlikely to be effectively checked.

152 farmers end lives in 
Yavatmal in six months Nagpur : Medical ser-

vices across Maharashtra 
witnessed disruption on 
Tuesday as thousands of al-
lopathic doctors observed 
a 24-hour statewide strike 
protesting the state govern-
ment’s decision to allow reg-
istration of certain BHMS 
practitioners with the Ma-
harashtra Medical Council 
(MMC).

The strike was called by 
the Indian Medical Associ-
ation (IMA), Maharashtra, 
and received support from 
several doctors’ organisa-
tions, including the Maha-
rashtra Association of Res-
ident Doctors (MARD) and 
other medical groups.

As part of the protest, 
routine outpatient depart-
ments (OPDs), elective sur-
geries and non-emergency 
medical services were sus-
pended at several govern-
ment and private healthcare 
facilities across the state. 

Doctors participating in the 
agitation said the strike was 
aimed at drawing attention 
to concerns over the govern-
ment’s recent decision.

However, emergency 
services, trauma care and 
critical medical facilities 
continued to function nor-
mally. Hospitals ensured 
that patients requiring urgent 
treatment, life-saving pro-
cedures and critical care did 
not face disruption during 
the protest.

The agitation was trig-
gered by a Government 
Resolution (GR) issued by 
the Maharashtra government 
on August 3. The resolution 
directed authorities to begin 
the registration process for 
BHMS practitioners who 
have successfully complet-
ed the one-year Certificate 
Course in Modern Pharma-
cology (CCMP).

Under the decision, el-
igible homeopathic practi-

tioners who have completed 
the prescribed CCMP course 
would be permitted to reg-
ister with the Maharashtra 
Medical Council and prac-
tise modern medicine within 
the legal framework estab-
lished by the government.

The move has sparked 
strong opposition from sec-
tions of the allopathic medi-
cal community. The IMA has 
criticised the decision, argu-
ing that it could encourage 
what it termed “cross-pathy” 
— the practice of modern 
medicine by professionals 
trained primarily in another 
system of medicine.

The association has 
raised concerns regarding 
patient safety, stating that 
the training received through 
a one-year certificate course 
cannot be considered equiva-
lent to the extensive medical 
education, clinical exposure 
and practical training com-
pleted by MBBS doctors.

According to the IMA, 
MBBS doctors undergo 
several years of structured 
medical education, includ-
ing detailed clinical training 
across multiple disciplines. 
The organisation argued that 
allowing practitioners with 
shorter training pathways to 
prescribe modern medicines 
could affect healthcare stan-
dards.

The doctors’ body has 
demanded that the Maha-
rashtra government with-
draw the notification until 
the Bombay High Court 
delivers its final decision 
on the matter. The associa-
tion said the issue requires 
careful legal and medical 
consideration before imple-
mentation.The government, 
however, has defended its 
decision, stating that the 
registration process follows 
existing policy provisions 
related to CCMP-qualified 
practitioners. 

Pune:  The Maharashtra State 
Human Rights Commission has tak-
en serious note of the alleged public 
parade of four murder suspects in 
Pune and issued notices to senior 
government and police officials 
seeking an explanation over the inci-
dent. The Commission described the 
episode as a reflection of “jungle raj” 
and sought a detailed report from the 
authorities.

The notices have been issued to 
the Chief Secretary of Maharash-
tra, the Director General of Police 
(DGP), Amitesh Kumar, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (Zone II), 
and the Senior Police Inspector of 
Bharati Vidyapeeth Police Station.

The action follows an incident 
linked to a murder case registered in 
July, in which Pune Police arrested 
four suspects. After their arrest, the 

accused were allegedly subjected to 
a public procession during which 
they were made to sit on the bonnet 
of a police vehicle.

According to reports, the sus-
pects were allegedly tied and parad-
ed through the streets while being 
taken by police. It was also alleged 
that they were forced to walk on their 
knees and were assaulted during the 
public display.

Videos of the incident circulat-
ed widely on social media, leading 
to public debate over the conduct 
of law enforcement personnel and 
questions regarding the treatment of 
individuals accused of crimes before 
completion of the legal process.

The videos reportedly showed 
relatives of the murder victim attack-
ing the suspects with slippers while 
police personnel were present at the 

scene. The visuals raised concerns 
about whether adequate steps were 
taken to prevent public humiliation 
and physical assault of the accused.

Taking suo motu cognisance of 
the matter, the Maharashtra State 
Human Rights Commission direct-
ed Pune Police to submit a detailed 
report explaining the circumstances 
surrounding the incident. The Com-
mission has set August 20 as the 
deadline for submitting the report.

The Commission’s intervention 
has brought renewed attention to 
issues related to police procedure, 
custodial conduct and protection of 
the rights of accused persons. Hu-
man rights authorities have repeated-
ly emphasised that law enforcement 
agencies must follow due process 
while handling criminal investiga-
tions and arrests.

The incident occurred amid 
heightened emotions following the 
murder case, with the victim’s family 
members expressing anger and grief 
after the arrest of the suspects. The 
public reaction during the procession 
reflected the intense sentiments sur-
rounding the case.

During the procession, the moth-
er of the deceased youth reportedly 
confronted one of the accused out-
side the police station. Overcome 
by grief and anger, she allegedly 
attempted to hit the accused with a 
slipper.Police personnel present at 
the location intervened immediately 
and brought the situation under con-
trol. The incident further highlighted 
the emotional tension surrounding 
the case and the challenges faced by 
authorities while managing public 
reactions.

Mumbai:  Congress 
MLA and Deputy Leader 
of the Congress Legislative 
Party in Maharashtra Amin 
Patel has once again urged 
the **Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) 
Municipal Commissioner 
Ashwini Bhide to take im-
mediate steps to resolve 
delays in issuing birth cer-
tificates and processing mi-
nor corrections in official 
records.

In a letter dated August 
3, 2026, Patel referred to his 
earlier communication sent 
on July 24 and highlighted 
what he described as seri-
ous difficulties being faced 
by citizens across Mumbai 

while obtaining birth certifi-
cates or getting minor errors 
corrected.

The Congress leader said 
that a large number of genu-
ine applicants are struggling 
with delays despite their re-
quests involving only routine 
corrections. He pointed out 
that many citizens are being 
forced to make repeated vis-
its to municipal ward offices 
for simple modifications in 
birth certificate details.Ac-
cording to Patel, common 
issues faced by applicants 
include corrections in a 
child’s full name, addition of 
the father’s name, and recti-
fication of spelling mistakes. 
While these changes are 

minor in nature, he said de-
lays in processing them are 
creating major difficulties 
for families.The MLA high-
lighted that the problem has 
become particularly serious 
for students who have se-
cured admissions to schools, 
colleges and universities. He 
said delays in receiving cor-
rected birth certificates could 
affect admission procedures, 

especially for students ap-
plying to institutions in India 
as well as abroad.Patel stated 
that official documents such 
as birth certificates play an 
important role in educational 
admissions, passport appli-
cations and various govern-
ment procedures. Therefore, 
timely correction of genuine 
errors is essential to pre-
vent unnecessary hardship 
for citizens.Recalling his 
earlier efforts to resolve the 
matter, Patel said he had al-
ready participated in a joint 
meeting with senior civic of-
ficials, including the Deputy 
Municipal Commissioner of 
Zone I, Assistant Commis-
sioners of A, B and E wards, 

Medical Officers of Health 
and elected representatives.

During that meeting, 
officials reportedly acknowl-
edged the seriousness of 
the issue and indicated that 
intervention from higher au-
thorities would be required 
to find a permanent solution. 
Patel said the matter requires 
coordinated action between 
different departments of 
the civic administration.In 
his latest letter to the BMC 
Commissioner, Patel re-
quested that a joint meeting 
be convened at the Commis-
sioner’s chamber to discuss 
the issue and identify prac-
tical steps to speed up the 
correction process.

Mumbai: Shiv Sena 
(UBT) leader Aaditya Thac-
keray has launched a sharp 
attack on the Maharashtra 
government and the BJP, ac-
cusing them of allowing the 
commercial takeover of pub-
lic spaces in Mumbai. The 
opposition leader alleged 
that recent decisions involv-
ing recreational land and 
sports facilities represent 
a larger attempt to “grab” 
valuable city land at the cost 
of citizens.

The controversy has 
emerged over the state gov-
ernment’s decision to allot a 
long-term lease of around 16 
acres of land near the MMR-
DA Grounds in Bandra East 
to the Mumbai Cricket As-
sociation (MCA) for the de-
velopment of an internation-
al-standard cricket stadium.

The government’s deci-
sion has triggered a politi-
cal dispute, with opposition 
parties questioning the allo-
cation of land that includes 
public sports grounds. Crit-
ics have argued that the 
move could reduce the avail-
ability of open spaces in a 
city where recreational areas 
are already limited.

Thackeray alleged that 
the proposed stadium proj-
ect would impact an existing 
public cricket ground devel-
oped during the tenure of 
the previous **Maharashtra 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment. He claimed that the 
decision would also involve 
two important plots be-
longing to the Maharashtra 
Housing and Area Develop-
ment Authority (MHADA).

According to the Shiv 

Sena (UBT) leader, the 
transfer of such spaces for 
private or institutional proj-
ects would deprive ordinary 
citizens of valuable recre-
ational facilities. He argued 
that Mumbai, already facing 
severe space constraints, 
cannot afford to lose public 
grounds meant for residents.

The former Maharashtra 
minister further expanded 
his criticism by raising con-
cerns over another sports in-
frastructure-related issue. He 
claimed that Mumbai’s only 
artificial turf football ground 
is being considered for rede-
velopment into a convention 
centre named after a leader 
from the ruling party.

Thackeray alleged that 
these decisions indicate a 
broader pattern of convert-
ing public recreational spac-
es into commercial projects. 
He accused the government 
of prioritising political and 
financial interests over the 
needs of Mumbai’s residents.
Launching a direct attack on 
the ruling alliance, Thacker-
ay said the developments 
reflected a situation where 
“Mumbai’s loss” was turn-
ing into “their own profit”. 

He accused the government 
of ignoring public sentiment 
while taking decisions relat-
ed to valuable urban land.

The Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader demanded that the 
land allotments and rede-
velopment plans be recon-
sidered immediately. He 
called for a rollback of the 
decisions and urged the 
government to protect open 
spaces that serve the wider 
public interest.Thackeray 
warned that if the decisions 
were not reversed, he would 
stand alongside citizens and 
support large-scale protests 
across Mumbai. He said res-
idents must come together 
to protect the city’s remain-
ing recreational spaces from 
what he described as unnec-
essary commercialisation.
The controversy has added 
another layer to the ongoing 
political confrontation be-
tween the ruling BJP-led al-
liance and opposition parties 
in Maharashtra. Land use, 
redevelopment and preser-
vation of open spaces have 
remained sensitive issues in 
Mumbai due to increasing 
urbanisation and limited 
availability of public land.

MCA Stadium lease sparks political row 
as Aaditya Thackeray questions Maha 

govt’s Bandra land deal

Cong MLA Amin Patel urges BMC Commissioner to 
hold joint meeting on Birth Certificate corrections

Maha Human Rights Commission issues notice to 
Pune Police over public parade of murder suspects

Maharashtra doctors observe statewide 
strike over BHMS-CCMP registration row
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Tel.: 91-22-5061 2700 | Email ID: cs@creativenewtech.com |  Website: www.creativenewtech.com | CIN: L52392MH2004PLC148754

Creative Newtech Limited

Place: Mumbai
Dated: August 04, 2026

Notes:
1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Audited Financial Results for the Quarter ended on 30.06.2026 filed with the stock

exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (LODR) regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarterly results are available on the
website of NSE www.nseindia.com and are also available on the website of the company www.creativenewtech.com

2. The above Un-Audited  financial results for the Quarter ended 30.06.2026 have been reviewed by the Audit Committee in its meeting
held on 4th August 2026, Tuesday, 10:00 AM and have been approved by the Board of Directors in its meeting held on 04th August
2026, Tuesday, 11:30 AM

 For Creative Newtech Limited

 Ketan Patel
Chairman and Managing Director

DIN - 00127633

Extract of Un-Audited Consolidated Financial Results for the Quarter ended June 30, 2026

Particulars
Sr.
No.

(Rs. In Lacs)

1 Total income from operations  47,607.02  74,000.59  39,296.40  2,69,977.25
2 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period

(before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)  1,677.41  2,175.65  1,180.12  8,181.60
3 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period before tax

(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)  1,670.33  2,172.13  1,180.04  8,176.20
4 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax

(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)  1,353.53  1,778.94  1,018.49  7,029.29
5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period

[ Comprising Profit/ (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)  1,353.53  1,761.27  1,018.49  7,016.83

6 Equity Share Capital  1,501.67  1,501.67  1,501.67  1,501.67
7 Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserves as shown in the

Audited  Balance Sheet of previous year as on 31.03.2026  34,861.22  34,861.22
8 Earnings Per Share (of Rs. 10/- each)

(for continuing and discontinued operations) -
(a) Basic  8.23  10.74  5.92  41.04
(b) Diluted  8.23  10.74  5.92  41.04

Quarter Ended
30.06.2026

Un-Audited

Year Ended
31.03.2026
Audited

30.06.2025
Un-Audited

31.03.2026
Audited

Extract of Standalone Un-Audited Financial Results for the quarter ended on June 30, 2026

Particulars
Sr.
No.

1 Total Revenue from Operations  44,751.18  71,791.74  35,271.92  2,55,116.00
2 Profit before Tax  1,217.47  1,633.23  692.50  4,581.66
3 Profit after Tax  900.67  1,240.04  530.95  3,434.75
4 Total Comprehensive Income  900.67  1,222.37  530.95  3,422.29

Quarter Ended
30.06.2026

Un-Audited

Year Ended
31.03.2026
Audited

30.06.2025
Un-Audited

31.03.2026
Audited

(Rs. In Lacs)

Mumbai : The public 
transit system operated by 
the Mumbai Metropolitan 
Region Development Au-
thority (MMRDA) crossed a 
major operational threshold 
on August 3, 2026, record-
ing over 300 million pas-
senger trips since launching 
in April 2022. 

The milestone covers 
operations across Metro 
Line 2A, Line 7, Line 2B 
Phase 1, and Line 9 Phase 1.

MMRDA reported that 
the most recent 50 million 
commuter journeys were 
completed in only 179 
days, representing the fast-
est expansion phase for the 
network since its inception. 
Average daily patronage 
increased to approximate-
ly 2.79 lakh passengers, 
marking a 3.35 percent rise 
despite weekend fluctua-
tions and seasonal shifts. 
Authority officials attribut-
ed this sustained growth 

to the April 7, 2026 launch 
of Metro Line 2B Phase 1 
and Metro Line 9 Phase 1, 
which added nine new sta-
tions to the transit map and 
broadened regional connec-
tivity.

The rapid transit net-
work operated under the 
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-

gion Development Authori-
ty (MMRDA) crossed a ma-
jor operational milestone on 
August 3, 2026, recording 
over 300 million (30 crore) 
passenger journeys since its 
initial public rollout. 

This achievement high-
lights the expanding role of 
modern rail infrastructure in 

transforming daily mobility 
across India’s financial cap-
ital. 

Municipal officials and 
urban transit planners cel-
ebrated the landmark as a 
clear reflection of growing 
public reliance on high-ca-
pacity, climate-controlled 
transit options.

MMRDA Metro Network Surpasses 
300 Million Passenger Journeys

Thane : The Public 
Health Department of 
Maharashtra has intro-
duced a month-long mo-
bile diagnostic campaign 
throughout Thane district 
to enhance early cancer 
detection and preventive 
medical care. 

A state-of-the-art 
‘Cancer Van’ is sched-
uled to traverse ma-
jor municipal sectors 
throughout August, de-
livering complimentary 
screenings, medical con-
sultations, and prelimi-
nary checks straight to 
local residents.

This health drive pri-
oritizes the identification 
of three widespread ma-
lignancies: oral, breast, 
and cervical cancers. 

For oral health, the 
mobile clinic offers de-
tailed visual checks 
alongside on-site biop-
sies for suspicious tis-

sue, lumps, or non-heal-
ing sores. Breast health 
checks involve profes-
sional Clinical Breast 
Examinations (CBE), 
while cervical screenings 
utilize private Pap Smear 
testing facilities built 
within the specialized 
vehicle.

The Public Health 
Department of Maha-
rashtra has deployed a 
specialized, state-of-
the-art ‘Cancer Van’ 
across Thane district for 
a month-long preven-
tive diagnostic campaign 
throughout August. 

The mobile initiative 
brings complimentary 
medical checks, direct 
consultations, and diag-
nostic screenings straight 
to urban and semi-urban 
neighborhoods, eliminat-
ing logistical barriers for 
residents seeking early 
detection services.

Mobile Units Deployed 
for Cancer Screenings 

in Thane District

Mumbai : Water levels 
across the seven primary 
reservoirs serving Mumbai 
held at 89.54 percent of 
total live storage capacity, 
containing 12,95,982 mil-
lion liters according to data 
from the BMC Hydraulic 
Engineer’s Department. 
Despite a minor drop from 
the 90.06 percent record-
ed the previous day, water 
availability remains secure 
following moderate pre-

cipitation across catchment 
zones.

Individual reservoir 
metrics show Modak Sagar, 
Vihar, and Tulsi Lake at 
100 percent capacity, while 
Tansa stands at 99.14 per-
cent, Middle Vaitarna at 
91.05 percent, Bhatsa at 
87.64 percent, and Upper 
Vaitarna at 80.53 percent. 
Combined storage across 
the main Vaitarna system 
lakes reached 90.96 percent 

of capacity. Over the recent 
24-hour window, catch-
ment rainfall measurements 
ranged from 63 mm at Up-
per Vaitarna to 14 mm at 
Modak Sagar, bringing the 
seasonal rainfall cumula-
tive total at the Bhandup 
Complex to 2,372 mm.

Water levels across the 
seven primary reservoirs 
supplying drinking water 
to Mumbai held steady at 
89.54 percent of total live 

storage capacity, bringing 
total available reserves to 
12,95,982 million liters ac-
cording to official data re-
leased by the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) Hydraulic Engi-
neer’s Department. The 
overall water stock experi-
enced a minor downward 
adjustment from the 90.06 
percent recorded during the 
preceding 24-hour evalu-
ation period, dropping by 

roughly 7,518 million liters 
as heavy downpours briefly 
eased across key catchment 
regions. Despite this slight 
contraction, civic officials 
emphasized that the cur-
rent storage parameters 
represent a highly secure 
situation for the metropolis, 
easily surpassing the water 
stock figures recorded on 
the exact same calendar 
date over the previous two 
years.

Mumbai Drinking Water Reserves Hold Stable at Nearly 90 Percent

Mumbai : Prom-
inent political figures 
across Maharashtra 
expressed condo-
lences following the 
demise of Padma 
Shri Dr. D. Y. Patil, 
founder of the D. Y. 
Patil Group and for-
mer Governor of Bi-
har, Tripura, and West 
Bengal. Political lead-
ers commended his 
long-standing legacy 
in expanding higher 
education, regional 
healthcare infrastruc-
ture, and public de-
velopment programs 
throughout his life.

Maharashtra Dep-
uty Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde de-
scribed his passing as 
an irreparable loss to 
the state’s academic 
and civic communi-
ties.

Leaders 
Across 

Maharashtra 
Mourn Passing 
of Educationist 

Dr. D. Y. Patil

Mumbai : The BEST Commit-
tee approved the procurement of 
1,500 PM E-Drive air-conditioned 
electric midi buses to enhance last-
mile transit options and expand ze-
ro-emission travel across Mumbai. 

The fleet upgrade aims to bol-
ster feeder networks connecting 
to metro stations and support the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs’ target of bringing 10,000 
public buses to the city by 2027, 
following earlier authorization 
from Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde on October 
30, 2025.

The nine-meter electric vehi-
cles feature a 400 mm ultra-low 
floor design suitable for wheelchair 
access and narrow urban corridors. 

Each unit is built with Lithium 
Iron Phosphate (LFP) battery tech-
nology, air suspension systems, fast 
DC charging capabilities, 360-de-
gree CCTV cameras, Intelligent 
Transport Management Systems 
(ITMS), and automated fire detec-
tion and suppression tools. 

Under the approved rollout, 
GreenCell Mobility will supply 
1,050 EKA buses while Sai Green 
will deliver 450 Switch EiV9 bus-
es, with deliveries phased across 
four batches of 225, 375, 450, and 
450 units throughout 2026 and 
2027 across various BEST depots.

The Brihanmumbai Electric 
Supply and Transport (BEST) 
Committee has formally approved 
the procurement and induction of 
1,500 air-conditioned electric midi 
buses under the Union Govern-
ment’s PM E-Drive Scheme.

BEST Approves 
Purchase of 

1,500 AC Electric 
Midi Buses
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Delhi, Wednesday , 05  August  20264 EDITORIAL
Editorial

Changes in tax laws are not merely a matter of figures 
or the budget; they are directly linked to the pockets of 
every citizen and the future of every industry. In the new 
era of the digital economy, India has taken a major deci-
sion to modernize its tax system. However, the true verdict 
on whether a law is modern or not is not delivered in Par-
liament; it emerges from the experience of the ordinary 
taxpayer. Therefore, the biggest question facing these new 
tax reforms today is whether they will simplify the system 
or make it even more complex.

The 'Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2026' introduced in the Lok Sabha to give a new direction 
to the country's digital financial ecosystem and modernize 
the tax structure must be regarded as a crucial step in In-
dia's economic journey. Passed amidst opposition uproar 
and via voice vote, this bill is not merely a legislative for-
mality but a strategic effort to align with the needs of 
evolving technology and a rapidly growing digital econo-
my. Through this bill, Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has proposed comprehensive amendments to 
three significant statutes: the 'Payment and Settlement 
Systems Act, 2007', the 'Income Tax Act, 2025', and the 
'Finance Act, 2026'. Notably, this move aims to convert the 
'Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance, 2026' issued on 
June 5, 2026 into a permanent law. While replacing the 
ordinance issued on June 5, the government has clarified 
that the bill's primary objectives are to boost foreign in-
vestment, simplify the regulatory framework for digital 
transaction systems, and provide strategic support to key 
manufacturing sectors in the country. Given the rapid 
transformation of the Indian economy in recent years, re-
forming tax laws and the financial framework had become 
an imperative. Considering India's global success in digi-
tal payments and the emerging opportunities for foreign 
investment, it was essential to liberate the economy from 
the web of archaic and complex regulations. Against this 
backdrop, the new amendment is welcome, as it aims to 
foster a business-friendly environment, simplify statutory 
procedures, and boost international investor confidence in 
India's economic stability. However, when such signifi-
cant tax laws with far-reaching consequences are passed 
amidst parliamentary uproar and without adequate, in-
depth deliberation, it raises questions about the quality and 
inclusivity of parliamentary proceedings in a democracy. 
The failure to engage in thorough deliberation on legisla-
tion capable of reshaping the nation's entire tax system 
solely due to political discord must be viewed as a signifi-
cant flaw in the democratic process.

A close examination of the bill's key provisions re-
veals a clear intent to streamline administrative and regu-
latory processes. The legislative changes offer much-
needed relief to digital-transaction-based businesses and 
new startups by addressing the legal and administrative 
hurdles they previously faced. Provisions offering special 
strategic protection and incentives to the manufacturing 
sector will provide fresh momentum to initiatives like 
'Make in India.' There is no doubt that establishing a more 
transparent and simplified regulatory framework for For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI) will help attract internation-
al capital to the Indian market. Ultimately, however, the 
success of these reforms will depend not merely on the 
laws as written, but on their actual implementation. It has 
often been observed in the past that laws introduced to 
simplify the tax system have ended up causing greater in-
convenience at the implementation stage due to complex 
bureaucratic rules. Therefore, the administration must en-
sure that taxpayers and the business community do not 
face any undue hardship during the actual implementation 
of this new law.

While adopting this new path of economic reforms, it 
is equally crucial to assess the broader social and econom-
ic implications. In a country like India, characterized by a 
vast population and significant inequality, the benefits of 
tax reforms must not remain confined to large industrial-
ists or a select few companies in the digital sector. While 
technology facilitates easier tax collection and administra-
tion, a key question remains: will the country's Micro, 
Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) find it easy to 
adapt to this new framework? As the digital economy ex-
pands, challenges such as cybersecurity, data privacy, and 
digital literacy are becoming increasingly acute. Although 
amendments to the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 
2007, claim to bring greater speed and clarity to digital 
transactions, it is imperative to establish robust legal and 
technical safeguards to address the system's technical 
glitches and security risks.While passing legislation 
amidst parliamentary chaos and opposition boycotts may 
be politically convenient for the ruling dispensation, it 
poses a grave threat to the sustainability of the nation's 
economic policies. Sensitive matters like tax reforms 
which directly impact the finances of every citizen should 
ideally be advanced through all-party consensus and in-
depth study. 

Rather than engaging in opposition for the sake of it, 
opposition parties were also expected to offer well-re-
searched and constructive suggestions regarding amend-
ments that strengthen the economy. The prevalence of a 
chaotic atmosphere in Parliament, rather than an objective 
scrutiny of economic policies, undermines the principles 
of democratic accountability. Even though the govern-
ment claims its task is complete after passing the bill, the 
true test of these legislative amendments will lie in their 
actual implementation. The value of any law or reform is 
determined not merely by how modern or appealing it ap-
pears on paper, but by the extent to which it offers ease and 
convenience to the common taxpayer and the most mar-
ginalized sections of society. Striking a balance between 
transparency, accountability, and the fair rights of taxpay-
ers while modernizing the digital financial ecosystem 
should be the primary duty of any progressive govern-
ment. While modernizing laws is crucial, it is equally im-
portant to ensure that the administrative machinery 
implementing them becomes more sensitive, transparent, 
and citizen-centric.The tax system should be designed 
such that industrialists find it easy to invest, small entre-
preneurs do not feel burdened by regulations, and the com-
mon taxpayer views the administration with trust rather 
than fear. Only if these new tax laws instead of serving 
merely as tools to boost government revenue genuinely 
foster 'Ease of Doing Business' for the nation's traders, in-
dustrialists, and ordinary citizens, can the true objective of 
these legislative amendments be considered fulfilled. Oth-
erwise, this new legal framework despite its technological 
veneer risks getting trapped in the same old, oppressive 
bureaucratic structures, reducing the entire claim of mod-
ernization to nothing more than empty administrative pa-
perwork.

New Taxes,New Test On the occasion of Inter-
national Clouded Leopard 
Day, the Government of In-
dia reaffirmed its commit-
ment to protecting one of 
Asia’s most elusive and en-
dangered wild cats by imple-
menting the Clouded Leop-
ard Conservation Action 
Plan (CAP). Developed un-
der the Government of In-
dia–GEF–UNDP initiative, 
the Action Plan represents a 
comprehensive roadmap 
aimed at ensuring the long-
term survival of the species 
through habitat conserva-
tion, scientific research, 
community participation 
and strengthened wildlife 
protection measures.

The Conservation Ac-
tion Plan was formally re-
leased during the 91st meet-
ing of the Standing 
Committee of the National 
Board for Wild Life (SCN-
BWL), held in Coimbatore 
during the second week of 
July 2026.

 The initiative reflects 
India's growing emphasis on 
science-based wildlife con-
servation and integrated 
landscape management to 
safeguard vulnerable species 
across their natural habitats.

The Clouded Leopard is 
among Asia's most secretive 
and least-studied big cats, 
primarily inhabiting the 
dense forests of Northeast 
India. 

Its survival is closely 
linked to healthy forest eco-
systems, making the protec-
tion of its habitat equally 

important for conserving the 
region's extraordinary biodi-
versity and ecological bal-
ance.

The newly launched Ac-
tion Plan provides a strategic 
framework for conserving 
the species through habitat 
protection, restoration of de-
graded forests, scientific 
monitoring, strengthening 
ecological connectivity and 
increasing public participa-
tion in conservation efforts. 
It seeks to establish a coordi-
nated approach involving 
government agencies, re-
searchers, conservation or-
ganisations and local com-
munities.

One of the central fea-
tures of the Action Plan is its 
emphasis on landscape-level 
conservation rather than fo-
cusing only on isolated pro-
tected areas. This approach 
recognises that Clouded 
Leopards require large, con-
nected forest landscapes to 
move, hunt and breed suc-
cessfully, making habitat 
connectivity a critical con-
servation priority.

As part of this strategy, 
the Action Plan identifies 14 
priority conservation land-
scapes across Northeast In-
dia. These landscapes have 
been selected based on their 
ecological significance and 
their importance for sustain-
ing viable Clouded Leopard 
populations. Conservation 
efforts in these areas will in-
clude habitat restoration and 
protection of wildlife corri-
dors linking fragmented for-

ests.
Restoring forest connec-

tivity forms another major 
pillar of the programme. By 
strengthening ecological 
corridors between protected 
areas and adjoining forests, 
the government aims to re-
duce habitat fragmentation, 
improve genetic exchange 
between animal populations 
and enhance the long-term 

resilience of Clouded Leop-
ard habitats.

Institutional support for 
the species has also been 
strengthened through its in-
clusion under the Species 
Recovery Programme of the 
Integrated Development of 
Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) 
Scheme. This move enables 
focused conservation plan-
ning, dedicated funding and 

improved coordination 
among wildlife authorities 
working to protect the spe-
cies.

Scientific research and 
monitoring constitute anoth-
er key aspect of the Conser-
vation Action Plan. The pro-
gramme introduces 
standardised monitoring 
protocols using modern 
tools such as camera traps, 

occupancy surveys, genetic 
analysis and environmental 
DNA (eDNA) techniques. 
These technologies will help 
scientists better understand 
the species' population size, 
distribution, movement pat-
terns and habitat require-
ments.

The Action Plan also 
seeks to strengthen anti-
poaching measures and 

combat wildlife crime. En-
hanced surveillance, intelli-
gence gathering and coordi-
nated enforcement efforts 
are expected to reduce illegal 
hunting and trafficking, 
which continue to pose seri-
ous threats to many wildlife 
species across the region.

Recognising that front-
line forest personnel play a 
crucial role in conservation, 
the programme places con-
siderable emphasis on ca-
pacity building and skill de-
velopment. Forest officials 
and field staff will receive 
specialised training, while 
digital tools such as the M-
STrIPES (Monitoring Sys-
tem for Tigers – Intensive 
Protection and Ecological 
Status) smart application 
will be used to improve pa-
trolling, monitoring and 
field-level data collection.

Another important com-
ponent of the Action Plan is 
its focus on community-
based conservation. The pro-
gramme acknowledges that 
local communities living 
near forests are indispens-
able partners in wildlife pro-
tection. By promoting sus-
tainable livelihood 
opportunities and encourag-
ing community participa-
tion, the initiative seeks to 
reduce human-wildlife con-
flict while fostering long-
term stewardship of natural 
resources.

Given that Clouded 
Leopards are distributed 
across multiple countries in 
South and Southeast Asia, 

the Conservation Action 
Plan also highlights the im-
portance of transboundary 
cooperation. Collaboration 
with neighbouring range 
countries will facilitate coor-
dinated conservation strate-
gies, information sharing 
and joint efforts to protect 
habitats extending across in-
ternational borders.

Climate resilience has 
been integrated into the Ac-
tion Plan to address emerg-
ing environmental challeng-
es. Conservation strategies 
will incorporate adaptive 
management practices that 
help ecosystems and wildlife 
respond to changing climatic 
conditions, ensuring that for-
est landscapes remain resil-
ient in the face of future envi-
ronmental pressures.

The conservation of the 
Clouded Leopard extends 
far beyond protecting a sin-
gle species. As an apex forest 
predator and an indicator of 
healthy ecosystems, its sur-
vival is closely connected 
with the preservation of 
Northeast India's rich for-
ests, biodiversity and eco-
logical heritage. Through the 
Clouded Leopard Conserva-
tion Action Plan, India is 
adopting a holistic conserva-
tion model that combines 
habitat restoration, advanced 
scientific monitoring, tech-
nological innovation, com-
munity participation and in-
ternational collaboration to 
secure the future of this re-
markable wild cat and the 
forests it inhabits.

On International Clouded Leopard Day, India Strengthens 
Conservation through Dedicated Conservation Action Plan for the Wild Cat

Dipka OCP of South 
Eastern Coalfields Limited 
(SECL) stands out as one of 
the most vivid reflections of 
the remarkable transforma-
tion of India's coal mining 
sector. From producing bare-
ly 1 million tonne of coal in 
1992, Dipka OC has evolved 
into one of the largest coal-
producing complexes in the 
country, recording an all-
time high production of 37.5 
million tonnes and despatch 
of 39.43 million tonnes dur-
ing FY 2025-26. With the 
recent enhancement of Envi-
ronmental Clearance to 40 
MTPA and a well-defined 
roadmap towards 60 MTPA, 
Dipka OC today stands as a 
strategic national asset, com-
bining scale, efficiency and 
sustainability in equal mea-
sure.

A Strong Start to FY 
2026-27

Building upon last year's 
record performance, Dipka 
OC has begun the current fi-
nancial year with equally 
impressive momentum.

Up to 25 July 2026, the 
mine has produced 12.66 
million tonnes of coal, 
achieving 104% of the pro-
gressive production target. 
Even more encouraging is 
the 30.5% year-on-year 
growth in coal production 
compared to the correspond-
ing period of the previous 
year, reflecting substantial 
improvement in mine pro-
ductivity and equipment 
utilisation. Coal dispatch has 
been equally robust, touch-
ing 13.87 million tonnes, ex-
ceeding the progressive tar-
get by achieving 109%, 
thereby ensuring uninter-
rupted fuel supply to thermal 
power stations and industrial 
consumers.

The seamless synchroni-
zation between coal produc-
tion and despatch demon-
strates Dipka's operational 

maturity, where mining, 
transportation and logistics 
function as an integrated 
value chain rather than as 
isolated activities.

Creating Value Beyond 
Production

While production re-
mains the principal indicator 
of mining performance, Dip-
ka's success is equally re-
flected in its financial contri-
bution.

During FY 2025-26, the 
mine generated an overall 
profit of ₹3,230.91 crore, 
making it one of the stron-
gest profit centres within 
SECL. Profitability has im-
proved not merely because 
of higher production but also 
due to better cost manage-
ment and enhanced opera-
tional efficiency. With profit 
per tonne increasing to ₹827, 
the mine has demonstrated 
that large-scale production 
can be achieved without pro-
portionate escalation in op-
erating costs. These financial 
outcomes underline Dipka's 
growing contribution to 
Coal India Limited's overall 
profitability.

Strengthening the 
Foundation for Future 
Growth

Behind Dipka's impres-
sive production performance 
lies a series of strategic ini-
tiatives that have strength-
ened the mine's long-term 
production capability. 
Among these, land acquisi-
tion and rehabilitation have 
emerged as the most signifi-
cant enablers for sustained 
capacity expansion.

Following the success-
ful possession of Malgaon 
village, the Area has made 
substantial progress towards 
rehabilitation and resettle-
ment of Hardi Bazar, one of 
the largest and most complex 
R&R initiatives in the re-
gion. Rather than viewing 
rehabilitation merely as a 

statutory obligation, Dipka 
has adopted a development-
oriented approach by initiat-
ing development of a well-
planned rehabilitation 
township equipped with es-
sential civic infrastructure, 
including roads, schools, 
healthcare facilities, com-
munity amenities and public 
utilities. This participative 
and transparent approach 
has facilitated progressive 
land availability for mining 
while strengthening stake-
holder confidence and social 
acceptance of the project.

Infrastructure that 
Supports High Production

Large-scale mining de-
mands equally robust evacu-
ation infrastructure. Dipka 
possesses one of the most 
diversified coal evacuation 
systems in Coal India Limit-
ed, comprising MGR-con-
nected silos, First Mile Con-
nectivity (FMC) silos, 
railway loading facilities and 
road transport systems. This 
integrated network provides 
operational flexibility and 
enables uninterrupted dis-
patch to major consumers, 
including NTPC Sipat and 
several thermal power sta-
tions across western and cen-
tral India. Efficient evacua-
tion has ensured that 
increasing production is 
promptly translated into 
higher consumer supplies 
without creating stock accu-
mulation at the pithead.

Technology Driving 
Productivity

Dipka's remarkable pro-
duction journey has been 
powered by sustained in-
vestment in technology and 
modernization.

The mine has progres-
sively upgraded its mining 
systems with 42-cubic metre 
electric rope shovels, high-
capacity surface miners, 
long in-pit belt conveyor 
systems, advanced silo load-

ing facilities, drone-based 
mine monitoring and digital 
mine management plat-
forms. These technologies 
have significantly improved 
equipment productivity, op-
timized mine planning, re-
duced operational delays 
and strengthened monitoring 
of mining activities. As pro-
duction volumes continue to 
grow, technology remains 
one of the strongest differen-
tiators enabling Dipka to 
maintain high operational ef-
ficiency.

Responsible Mining 
for Sustainable Growth

Dipka has demonstrated 
that high production and en-
vironmental stewardship can 
progress together.

The Area has imple-
mented an array of initiatives 
including Continuous Ambi-
ent Air Quality Monitoring 
Systems (CAAQMS), fog 
cannon-based dust suppres-
sion, wheel washing sys-

tems, plantation drives, de-
ployment of electric vehicles 
and plastic waste recycling 
facilities. These measures 
have substantially strength-
ened environmental man-
agement while improving 
the overall sustainability of 
mining operations. Digital 
environmental monitoring 
through integrated online 
platforms has further en-
hanced regulatory compli-
ance and operational trans-
parency.At the same time, 
systematic rehabilitation and 
development of modern re-
settlement infrastructure 
have enabled timely land 
availability for future mining 
while maintaining construc-
tive engagement with proj-
ect-affected families. This 
balanced approach has sig-
nificantly strengthened the 
long-term production out-

look of the Area.
Looking Beyond 40 

Million Tonnes
The recent enhancement 

of Environmental Clearance 
(EC) to 40 million tonnes per 
annum (MTPA) marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the evo-
lution of Coal India Limit-
ed's flagship Dipka Open 
Cast Mine. Rather than rep-
resenting the culmination of 
its development, the expand-
ed clearance lays the founda-
tion for the mine's next phase 
of growth, positioning it to 
play an even greater role in 
meeting India's rising energy 
requirements.

Backed by a well-de-
fined long-term develop-
ment strategy, Dipka is now 
preparing for a substantial 
increase in production ca-
pacity. The mine has out-
lined an ambitious roadmap 
to expand its annual produc-
tion capability to 60 MTPA, 
reflecting the government's 

broader objective of 
strengthening domestic coal 
production and enhancing 
national energy security.

The expansion pro-
gramme is being supported 
by progressive land acquisi-
tion, which is creating the 
necessary space for future 
mining operations and asso-
ciated infrastructure. Timely 
acquisition of land remains 
one of the most critical as-
pects of large-scale mining 
projects, enabling planned 
expansion while ensuring 
smooth operational continu-
ity.Parallel to land acquisi-
tion, comprehensive reha-
bilitation and resettlement 
initiatives are being imple-
mented for project-affected 
families. The mine manage-
ment has continued to em-
phasise responsible develop-
ment by balancing industrial 

growth with the welfare of 
local communities through 
rehabilitation measures and 
livelihood support.

Infrastructure develop-
ment also forms a major 
component of the expansion 
strategy. Investments in 
mine infrastructure, trans-
portation networks, coal 
handling systems and sup-
porting facilities are expect-
ed to improve operational 
efficiency while enabling the 
mine to safely manage sig-
nificantly higher production 
volumes in the coming years.

With these essential 
building blocks already in 
place, Dipka possesses the 
operational capability re-
quired to sustain long-term 
growth. The combination of 
resource availability, mod-
ern infrastructure, techno-
logical advancement and 
strategic planning provides a 
strong platform for achiev-
ing future production tar-

gets.Over the years, Dipka 
has emerged as one of the 
country's most successful 
mining operations through 
scientific mine planning and 
efficient resource manage-
ment. Careful geological as-
sessment, systematic extrac-
tion methods and effective 
production scheduling have 
helped maximise coal recov-
ery while ensuring safe min-
ing practices.Technological 
innovation has played a vital 
role in transforming the mine 
into a modern, high-per-
forming operation. The 
adoption of advanced min-
ing equipment, digital moni-
toring systems, mechanised 
operations and data-driven 
decision-making has signifi-
cantly enhanced productivi-
ty while improving work-
place safety and operational 
reliability.

Dipka OC: Powering India's Growth through 
Scale, Efficiency and Sustainable Mining
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Lucknow: Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath has strong-
ly criticised Samajwadi 
Party legislators and other 
Opposition members in the 
Legislative Assembly on 
the second day of the Mon-
soon Session for their un-
democratic and unconstitu-
tional act.

Launching a sharp at-
tack on what he described as 
the uncivil conduct of SP 
legislators, he stated, "The 
conduct of the Samajwadi 
Party and the Opposition is 
unconstitutional and shame-
ful. By disrupting the pro-
ceedings of the House, the 
Opposition is playing with 
the interests of 25 crore peo-
ple of the state, and every 
resident of Uttar Pradesh is 
witnessing it."

He said, "During the 
Monsoon Session, every 
member had an excellent 
opportunity to discuss is-
sues concerning the senti-
ments and interests of 25 
crore people in the House. 
However, those who have 

no faith in democratic val-
ues insult and undermine all 
institutions that strengthen 
parliamentary democracy. 
This conduct of the Sama-
jwadi Party and the Opposi-
tion is not only unconstitu-
tional but also shameful."

The Chief Minister add-
ed that the agenda of the 
House had already been fi-
nalised during the meeting 
of party leaders and the 

Business Advisory Com-
mittee.

However, members of 
the Opposition did not show 
interest in even a single leg-
islative proposal or supple-
mentary budget-related pro-
posal listed on the agenda. 
Instead, they are trying to 
waste the valuable time of 
the House by raising unnec-
essary issues.

The Chief Minister stat-

ed, "Even before the House 
convened, during the meet-
ing of party leaders, the Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister 
and I had assured everyone 
that every proposal brought 
before the House under the 
Rules would be discussed, 
and the government would 
respond to them. However, 
the Samajwadi Party and 
other Opposition parties 
have no faith in discussion, 

constitutional values, or the 
high traditions of the House. 
By continuously disrupting 
the proceedings of the 
House, they are playing 
with the interests of the 
state's 25 crore people."

In his address, the Chief 
Minister assured the House 
that the government is pre-
pared to discuss every issue.

He informed, "The gov-
ernment wishes to hold 
meaningful discussions on 
every issue that the Chair 
invites for discussion under 
the Rules because our gov-
ernment is committed to 
public welfare.''

However, Opposition 
parties have never believed 
in democratic values. In-
stead, they deliberately seek 
to undermine the dignity of 
the House and make a 
mockery of democracy. 
They are continuously viti-
ating the atmosphere of the 
House.

The people of Uttar 
Pradesh are witnessing this 
undemocratic conduct of 
the Samajwadi Party."

SP and Opposition's conduct in UP assembly is 
uncivil, unconstitutional, and shameful: CM Yogi

Kolkata: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari held an hour-long 
meeting with MPs of the Na-
tionalist Congress Progres-
sive India (NCPI) at Banga 
Bhawan in New Delhi on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Though questions over 
the party's equation with the 
BJP and the NDA continued 
to surface, the NCPI main-
tained that discussions cen-
tred on development projects 
for their respective constitu-
encies.

Apart from Deb, all 20 
NCPI MPs, who had defect-
ed from the Trinamool Con-
gress, attended the meeting.

Sources in the party said 
that Deb was not present be-
cause of a pre-scheduled 
shooting appointment.

Addressing reporters af-
ter the meeting, NCPI MP 
Satabdi Roy said the discus-
sions were confined to devel-
opment-related issues.

"We spoke only about 
the development of our area. 
The Chief Minister asked us 
to submit proposals. We will 
meet him again at Nabanna 
and place our proposals," 
Roy said.

Dismissing the specula-
tion that NCPI MPs would 

formally join the BJP, Roy 
said, "There was no discus-
sion regarding this. We are in 
the NDA, so there should be 
no confusion," she said.

The meeting was also at-
tended by three BJP Rajya 
Sabha MPs — Sukhendu 
Sekhar Roy, Sushmita Deb, 
and Prakashchik Baraik — 
who had resigned from the 
Trinamool Congress before 
joining the BJP.

Speaking to reporters, 
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy de-
scribed the interaction as a 
courtesy meeting.

"This was only a courte-
sy call. We are in the BJP, so 
there is no confusion regard-
ing my presence in the meet-
ing," he said.The meeting 
came hours after the NDA 
parliamentary meeting at the 

Parliament Library Build-
ing, where NCPI parliamen-
tary party leader Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay asserted that 
"everyone in the NCPI is 
united."

However, despite the 
claim, three NCPI MPs — 
Abu Taher, Khalilur Rehman 
and Yusuf Pathan — skipped 
the NDA meeting, triggering 
speculation over differences 
within the party.

All three, however, later 
attended the meeting with 
the Chief Minister at Banga 
Bhawan.

Explaining their absence 
from the NDA parliamentary 
meeting earlier in the day, 
Abu Taher said the three 
MPs had maintained a differ-
ent political position."We 
have said we are neither in 

the BJP nor in the NDA, and 
so we did not attend the NDA 
meeting. But we will always 
speak with the Chief Minis-
ter because it is about the de-
velopment of our district and 
our area," Taher said.

Khalilur Rehman also 
underlined the group's politi-
cal position, saying, "We 
will not support anything 
that goes against the interest 
of the Muslim community."

Despite the absence of 
the three MPs from the NDA 
meeting, the NCPI leader-
ship sought to play down the 
issue.

Sudip Bandopadhyay 
said the MPs might have 
their own constraints and 
that the party respected their 
position.

"They might have some 
issues and we honour that. 
The Chief Minister is also 
aware of their limitations. 
They attended the meeting 
with him and spoke about the 
development of their areas. 
Their proposals were taken 
seriously," Bandopadhyay 
said.

"We need to understand 
that at the ground level there 
are still negotiations to be 
held. There is nothing wrong 
with that," he added.

CM Suvendu Adhikari meets NCPI MPs in Delhi,
 focuses on development; alliance questions persist

Srinagar: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on Tues-
day said the DP World Pro-
fessional Golf Tour of India 
(PGTI) tournament at the 
Royal Springs Golf Course 
(RSGC) marked an impor-
tant milestone in putting 
Kashmir, particularly the 
Srinagar course, “back on 
India’s golf map”.

He said golf tourism was 
an important component of 
the government’s overall 
tourism promotion strategy 
and expressed hope that the 
DP World PGTI would be-
come an annual fixture.

The Chief Minister de-
scribed the golf tournament 
as an important milestone.

“This year we have seen 
even without active promo-
tion of golf tourism, we have 

seen the beginnings of what 
we actually want, which is 
people is flying into Srinagar 
for a long weekend of golf…. 
And this tournament is an 
important milestone in put-
ting Kashmir and particular-
ly RSGC back on India's golf 
map. We have more than 100 
professional golfers who 
have come as part of the DP 
World PGTI.We have more 
than 10 overseas entries as 
well,” Omar told reporters in 
Srinagar after inaugurating 
the J&K Open 2026 on Tues-
day. Omar also unveiled the 
trophy.

The four-day DP World 
PGTI tournament features a 
strong field of leading Indian 
professionals, including 
Saptak Talwar, Veer Ahla-
wat, Om Prakash Chouhan, 

Manu Gandas, defending 
champion Shaurya Bhat-
tacharya and Angad Cheema, 
among others.

The tournament also car-
ries a prize purse of Rs 1 
crore, double the Rs 50 lakh 
offered in the previous edi-
tion.The Chief Minister said 
the government’s endeavour 
was to make the tournament 
an annual event rather than a 

one-off affair.
“There has been a long 

gap between the previous 
such effort and this tourna-
ment. So this is the begin-
ning. From here we hope to 
scale up both the prize mon-
ey as well as the participation 
and ensure that it is a regular 
feature of the calendar for at 
least the next five years,” he 
said.

On promoting local golf-
ers, Omar said the govern-
ment wanted to provide 
greater exposure to young 
talent through tournaments 
and proposed setting up a 
golf academy.

“We want to start a golf 
academy here, so that we can 
groom young golfers at a 
very young age, so that they 
can represent India at a na-
tional level,” he said.

He said local amateurs 
were already getting oppor-
tunities to play alongside 
foreign professionals 
through Pro-Am tourna-
ments, while local competi-
tions were also being organ-
ised.

Asked whether the abro-
gation of Article 370 had 
contributed to the revival of 

golf tourism, Omar rejected 
the suggestion that such 
tournaments were a new 
phenomenon.

“We organised such 
tournaments before 2014 as 
well. And on a large scale,” 
he said, recalling that before 
the onset of militancy in the 
1980s, Jammu and Kashmir 
had hosted some of the coun-
try’s biggest golf tourna-
ments.

On concerns that golf 
courses could become loss-
making government assets, 
Omar said their value should 
not be measured solely in 
terms of direct profits.

“Golf course will not be 
a profit centre in itself. But in 
terms of promotion, there is 
no competition for it,” he 
said.

DP World PGTI tournament put 
Kashmir back on India’s golf map: Omar

Bhubaneswar :  The 
CID-Crime Branch of Odis-
ha Police on Tuesday signed 
a five-year Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the National Forensic Sci-
ences University (NFSU), 
Bhubaneswar, to enhance 
capacity in cybercrime in-
vestigation and digital foren-
sics.

The MoU was signed by 
Crime Branch DGP Vinay-
tosh Mishra and NFSU Bhu-
baneswar Campus Director 
Dr. Purabi Pokhariyal while 

Odisha Director General of 
Police (DGP) Yogesh Baha-
dur Khurania inaugurated 
the first training programme 
on "Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion and Digital Forensics."

Describing the partner-
ship as a significant step in 
the modernisation of Odisha 
Police, Khurania said the 
collaboration would 
strengthen institutional ca-
pacity to tackle evolving cy-
ber threats through advanced 
training, forensic expertise, 
joint research and technical 

cooperation.Highlighting 
the changing nature of crime, 
the DGP said digital evi-
dence has become central to 
almost every criminal inves-
tigation, while cyber offenc-
es such as mule account 
frauds, online investment 
scams and "digital arrests" 
are increasing rapidly.

With the new criminal 
laws placing greater empha-
sis on forensic science, he 
stressed the need for every 
police officer to be proficient 
in the seizure, preservation 

and handling of electronic 
evidence.Odisha has already 
established 20 Cyber Crime 
and Economic Offences Po-
lice Stations and equipped 
police stations across the 
state with modern cyber in-
vestigation hardware and 
software worth nearly Rs 15 
crore.The new partnership 
with NFSU, he added, would 
ensure that police personnel 
are adequately trained to use 
these resources effectively.

Besides the training, the 
collaboration will also cover 

crime scene management, 
higher education, forensic 
infrastructure development, 
joint research and technical 
consultancy.

Crime Branch DGP Vi-
naytosh Mishra, speaking on 
the occasion, said the initia-
tive would facilitate special-
ised technical training for 
police personnel at all levels.

By January 2027, a total 
of 480 officers and personnel 
from all 34 police districts 
and the Crime Branch will be 
trained in 16 batches.

Hyderabad: Hyderabad 
Police Commissioner V C 
Sajjanar on Tuesday an-
nounced that the Hyderabad 
Food Adulteration Surveil-
lance Team (H-FAST), in 
coordination with the 
GHMC Food Safety Depart-
ment, conducted a major 
crackdown on spice trading 
and processing units, leading 
to the seizure of over 25 
tonnes of adulterated spices 
and the arrest of three per-
sons.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Sajjanar said that 13 
spice trading and processing 
establishments were inspect-
ed following public com-
plaints. 

Three criminal cases 
were registered at Mailardev-
pally and Balapur police sta-
tions, and the accused were 
identified as Rahul Bhati, 
Vishal Panwar, and Duli-
chand Kachhawar.

Officials found spices 
such as jeera, ajwain, mus-
tard, cloves and shahjeera 
adulterated with industrial 
dyes, synthetic colours, tal-
cum powder, rice bran oil 
and other hazardous chemi-
cals to enhance their appear-
ance and weight. Samples 
have been sent for laboratory 
analysis, and legal action has 
been initiated under the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 
2006.

Sajjanar warned that 
consumption of such adulter-
ated food could lead to liver 
and kidney damage, cancer, 
gastrointestinal disorders, al-
lergic reactions and long-
term health complications.

Highlighting H-FAST's 
performance, he said that 
within 140 days of its forma-
tion, the team conducted 659 
raids, registered 202 FIRs, 
and seized 246 tonnes of 
adulterated food.

Srinagar:  Mutahida 
Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), the 
largest amalgam of religious, 
educational and social or-
ganisations in Jammu & 
Kashmir, on Tuesday ex-
pressed serious concern over 
recent developments affect-
ing Muslim students and ed-
ucational institutions, par-
ticularly the threat of 
large-scale demolition at 
Mohammad Ali Jauhar Uni-
versity in Rampur Uttar 
Pradesh.

The MMU headed by 
Kashmir’s chief cleric and 
Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq said that re-

ports of the proposed demo-
lition of 38 out of 40 build-
ings of Mohammad Ali 
Jauhar University, where 
nearly 3,000 students are 
pursuing their education, 
were deeply disturbing.

“While the demolition 
order has reportedly received 
interim relief, the continuing 
uncertainty over the future of 
the institution remains a mat-
ter of grave concern,” MMU 
said in a statement.

The MMU said that 
Kashmiri students studying 
at the university approached 
them regarding the matter, 
directly affecting them and 

their future, and the future of 
their families who send them 
to outside institutions for ed-
ucation .

The MMU said that 
whatever legal or regulatory 
violations may be alleged 
against an institution, there 
are established legal and ad-
ministrative mechanisms to 
address them.

“The future of thousands 
of innocent students cannot 
be bulldozed along with uni-
versity buildings. Students 
have no role in such disputes 
and must not be made to pay 
the price for them,” the state-
ment said

Patna:  Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) working Presi-
dent and Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Bihar Assembly, 
Tejaswi Prasad Yadav, ton 
Tuesday said the Bankipur 
Assembly bypoll verdict re-
flected growing public re-
sentment against the BJP 
government and Chief Min-
ister Samrat Choudhary, al-
leging that the government 
led by Choudhary failed to 
deliver during its 100 to 150 
days in office.

Addressing a press con-

ference here, Yadav said the 
people had lost faith in Chief 
Minister Samrat Choudhary 
and the BJP government, 
claiming the bypoll outcome 
was a clear expression of 
public anger against the gov-
ernment's policies.Respond-
ing to questions over the RJD 
candidate forfeiting his secu-
rity deposit, Yadav said his 
party fully accepted the peo-
ple's mandate but maintained 
that the verdict also exposed 
widespread dissatisfaction 
with the BJP-led govern-

ment.
He claimed that within 

about 150 days of assuming 
office, the BJP under Samrat 
Choudhary had suffered de-
feats in two major electoral 
contests, including an MLC 
election and the Bankipur 
Assembly bypoll.Launching 
a scathing attack on the Chief 
Minister, Yadav alleged that 
Choudhary had failed to un-
dertake a single significant 
developmental initiative 
since taking charge.He ac-
cused the government of 

pursuing "negative politics" 
rather than governance and 
development."

The Chief Minister has 
only indulged in rhetoric. 
There has been no positive 
politics or visible gover-
nance," Yadav alleged.

The RJD leader further 
charged that the government 
was targeting the Opposition 
instead of addressing public 
concerns and asserted that its 
failure to perform had 
prompted voters to "punish" 
the BJP in the election.

Bihar bypoll verdict reflects public 
anger against BJP government: RJD

Imphal:  Chief Minister Yumnam 
Khemchand Singh on Tuesday reaf-
firmed the State Government’s commit-
ment to establishing a permanent cam-
pus for NIT Manipur.

He said the Government is actively 
working towards finding a suitable 
place while attending the 13th Convo-
cation of the National Institute of Tech-
nology (NIT) Manipur at the City Con-
vention Centre, here.

Addressing the graduating students, 
the Chief Minister congratulated them 
on successfully completing their aca-
demic journey and wished them success 
in their future endeavours.

He said that NIT Manipur has a vital 
role to play in the development of both 
the State and the Nation.

He also acknowledged the support 
of Rameshwar Singh, MLA of Kakch-
ing Assembly Constituency, to facilitate 
land for the permanent campus at the 
earliest.

Highlighting the importance of 
technical education in achieving the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat 2047, Khemchand 
said that graduates from disciplines 
such as Civil Engineering, Computer 
Science and Engineering, Electronics 
and Communication Engineering, Elec-
trical Engineering and Mechanical En-

gineering will play a significant role in 
nation-building.

He expressed confidence that insti-
tutions like NIT Manipur would con-
tribute immensely towards realising the 
Prime Minister’s vision of Viksit 
Bharat.

Describing NIT Manipur as one of 
the emerging premier technical institu-
tions in the North Eastern Region, the 
Chief Minister urged the graduating stu-
dents to strive for excellence, become 
future administrators, innovators and 
leaders, and dedicate their knowledge 
and skills towards the progress of Viksit 
Bharat and Viksit Manipur.

Manipur CM urges NIT graduates to lead nation

MMU raises concern over demolition 
threat to Jauhar University

Odisha Police ink five-year pact 
with NFSU to bolster cyber policing

H-FAST seizes 25 tonnes of 
adulterated spices, arrests three 

in Hyderabad crackdown

Kolkata: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), which re-
cently formed the govern-
ment in West Bengal after its 
victory in the Assembly elec-
tions, has temporarily sus-
pended its membership drive 
and ruled out the induction of 
leaders or workers from oth-
er political parties until fur-
ther notice, party sources 
said on Tuesday.The deci-
sion comes amid growing 
political speculation over a 
possible influx of leaders 
from rival parties, particu-
larly the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC), into the BJP 
following the change of gov-
ernment. However, the par-
ty's state leadership has made 
it clear that organisational 
discipline will take prece-
dence over expansion at this 
stage.State BJP president 
Samik Bhattacharya had ear-
lier announced that the enrol-
ment of new members would 
remain suspended. The same 
message has also been con-
veyed by the party's national 
general secretary and West 
Bengal in-charge, Sunil 

Bansal. According to BJP 
sources, no new member-
ships will be issued at any 
organisational level in the 
state, including morchas, di-
visions, or district units, until 
fresh instructions are re-
ceived from the central lead-
ership.Even the renewal of 
existing memberships has 
been put on hold for the time 
being. Clarifying the party's 
stand, BJP state spokesper-
son Debajit Sarkar said the 
party follows a well-defined 
organisational process for 
granting membership, which 
is initiated only after approv-
al from the central 
leadership."Since the forma-
tion of the BJP government 
in West Bengal on May 4, no 
fresh membership has been 
issued in the state. Therefore, 
anyone claiming to have be-
come a BJP member during 
this period is not recognised 
by the party. At present, only 
those holding valid member-
ships issued earlier are con-
sidered members of the BJP," 
Sarkar said.He added that 
district-level committees 

constituted by the party are 
currently reviewing the re-
cords of existing members, 
membership renewals and 
the framework for future en-
rolment. The reports submit-
ted by these committees will 
form the basis of the central 
leadership's decision on 
when and how the member-
ship drive will resume. 
Sarkar also stressed that sup-
porting the BJP does not au-
tomatically make an indi-
vidual a party member."The 
BJP is not merely a political 
party but a large organisa-
tional platform working 
across different sections of 
society. Many people may 
support the party, but mem-
bership can only be obtained 
by completing the prescribed 
organisational process. That 
process remains suspended 
at present," he said.The an-
nouncement is being viewed 
in political circles as a clear 
message that the BJP is un-
willing to encourage large-
scale defections immediate-
ly after assuming office in the 
state. 

No new members for now, says 
Bengal BJP amid defection buzz
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Mumbai:  Actor Kranti Prakash 
Jha, who has earned widespread ap-
preciation for his performances in 
films and OTT projects, has spoken 
candidly about the struggles that de-
fined his acting career. Reflecting on 
his journey in the entertainment in-
dustry, the actor said that rejection is 
an unavoidable part of life and should 
never discourage aspiring artists from 
pursuing their dreams. Instead, he be-
lieves every setback offers an oppor-
tunity to learn, improve and move 
closer to success.

Known for his powerful perfor-
mance in the crime drama series Rak-
tanchal, Jha said the road to recogni-
tion was anything but smooth. Long 
before audiences recognized him for 
his acting talent, he spent years facing 
repeated disappointments, financial 
uncertainty and countless auditions. 
Those experiences, he said, ultimate-
ly shaped both his personality and his 
career.

Speaking about the realities of the 
entertainment industry, Jha remarked 
that rejection is a universal truth that 
everyone must face. According to 
him, no one can completely avoid 
failure or disappointment, regardless 
of the profession they choose. He be-
lieves accepting rejection with the 
right mindset is the first step towards 
achieving long-term success.

The actor explained that every 
unsuccessful audition strengthened 
his determination instead of weaken-
ing it. Rather than dwelling on missed 
opportunities, he chose to focus on 

improving his craft and preparing 
himself for the next chance. This atti-
tude helped him remain motivated 
during some of the most difficult 
phases of his career.Recalling his ear-
ly days in Mumbai, Jha painted a viv-
id picture of the challenges he en-
countered while trying to establish 
himself in the film industry. He re-
vealed that he frequently travelled by 
local train from Goregaon to Ma-
halaxmi studios to attend auditions, 
often navigating overcrowded com-
partments and long commuting hours 
in the city.

Because the crowded train jour-
neys would leave him drenched in 

sweat before auditions, he developed 
a routine of carrying an extra set of 
clothes. Upon reaching the studio, he 
would change into fresh attire before 
facing the casting directors. For Jha, 
maintaining a professional appear-
ance despite difficult circumstances 
was essential, and he considered it 
part of the discipline required to sur-
vive in the industry.The actor also re-
called that landing a role in the bi-
ographical sports film M.S. Dhoni: 
The Untold Story did not immediate-
ly transform his career as many peo-
ple expected. Although the film be-
came a major success and received 
appreciation from audiences across 

the country, the breakthrough he had 
hoped for did not arrive right away.

Jha revealed that the period fol-
lowing the film’s release turned out to 
be one of the toughest phases of his 
professional life. For nearly two years 
after appearing in the movie, he strug-
gled to secure meaningful acting as-
signments. Despite positive feedback 
about his performance, offers re-
mained scarce, leaving him frustrated 
but determined.

Financial difficulties added to the 
pressure during that period. The actor 
admitted that there were times when 
he had neither regular work nor a sta-
ble source of income. While people 
praised his acting abilities, those 
compliments did not immediately 
translate into professional opportuni-
ties. Nevertheless, he refused to let 
temporary setbacks define his future.

Reflecting on those years, Jha 
said he never allowed success or 
praise to influence his attitude. He 
emphasized that he never considered 
himself a star simply because he had 
acted in a successful film. According 
to him, his parents instilled values of 
humility and simplicity, lessons that 
have continued to guide him through-
out his professional journey.

The actor believes remaining 
grounded is just as important as 
achieving fame. In an industry where 
success can be unpredictable, he feels 
humility helps performers stay fo-
cused on their craft instead of becom-
ing distracted by recognition or pub-
lic attention. 

Don’t be afraid of rejection, 
learn from it: Kranti Prakash Jha Mumbai:  Marathi hor-

ror-comedy Tumbadchi 
Manjula, one of the most 
talked-about Marathi releas-
es of 2026, is all set to reach a 
wider audience with its digi-
tal premiere. After earning 
appreciation from moviego-
ers and critics during its the-
atrical run, the film will begin 
streaming on ZEE5 in 
Marathi from August 7, giv-
ing viewers another opportu-
nity to experience its unique 
blend of horror, comedy and 
social commentary.

Directed by Vividh Kor-
gaonkar and produced by Zee 
Studios, the film features a 
talented ensemble cast led by 
Jitendra Joshi, Om Bhutkar, 
Makarand Anaspure, Sai 
Tamhankar and Usha Nad-
karni. Their performances 
received praise during the 
film’s theatrical release, con-
tributing significantly to its 
positive reception.

Following its successful 
run in cinemas, the makers 
are optimistic that the OTT 
release will introduce the film 
to a much larger audience. 
With the growing popularity 
of Marathi cinema on digital 
platforms, the streaming pre-
miere is expected to help the 
film reach viewers who were 
unable to watch it on the big 
screen.

At the heart of the story is 
Keshav, a young man whose 
harmless prank unexpectedly 

changes the course of life in 
his village. In a moment of 
mischief, Keshav falsely 
claims that he has been pos-
sessed by the spirit of a wom-
an named Manjula. What be-
gins as a joke soon spirals 
into a series of strange and 
unpredictable incidents.

As rumors spread rapidly 
across the village, fear and 
superstition begin to take 
hold of the residents. The fab-
ricated story gains credibility 
with every passing day, creat-
ing confusion and panic 
among the villagers. The nar-

rative explores how easily 
misinformation can influ-
ence communities when 
driven by deeply rooted be-
liefs and social conditioning.

Blending elements of 
horror and comedy, the film 
keeps audiences entertained 
while also presenting an en-
gaging social message. Rath-
er than relying solely on su-
pernatural scares, the story 
cleverly uses humor and sus-
pense to highlight the conse-
quences of blind faith, gossip 
and irrational beliefs that 
continue to exist in society.

‘Tumbadchi Manjula’ to 
stream on Marathi Zee5 on Aug 7

Mrunal Thakur 
warns of legal consequences over 

AI deepfake misuse: “Stop immediately”
Mumbai : Mrunal Thakur has issued a strong public warning against the misuse of 

artificial intelligence to create deepfake content using her identity. Taking to Instagram on Tues-
day, the actress made it clear that any unauthorised use of her likeness through AI-generated content 

would not be tolerated and could lead to legal action. Although Mrunal did not reveal the specific incident 
t h a t prompted her statement, she described the post as a formal notice and urged those re-

sponsible to stop such activities immediately. In her message, she wrote, “Creating or 
sharing deepfake content using my likeness is illegal and unacceptable. Consider this 
your formal notice to stop immediately. Any further misuse of my identity will result in 
legal action.”Her statement comes at a time when concernsover AI-generated deep-
fakes and identity misuse have been growing across the entertainment industry. Several 
prominent actors have already approached courts to safeguard their image, personality 
and identity rights against unauthorised AI-generated content. Among those who have 
sought legal protection are Akshay Kumar, Varun Dhawan, Anil Kapoor, Shilpa Shetty, 
Preity Zinta, Kartik Aaryan and Suniel Shetty.The issue has also been highlighted by Rash-

mika Mandanna, who has previously spoken about the harmful misuse of artificial intelli-
gence, particularly in creating vulgar and misleading content targeting women. In December 

last year, she wrote on X, “When truth can be manufactured, discernment becomes our 
greatest defense.”She further added, “AI is a force for progress, but its misuse to create 

vulgarity and target women signals a deep moral decline in certain people. Remember, 
the Internet is no longer a mirror of truth. It is a canvas where anything can be fabri-
cated. Let us rise above misuse and use AI to build a more dignified and progressive 
society. Choose responsibility over recklessness. If people cannot act like hu-
mans, then strict and unforgiving punishment must be meted out to them.”Earli-
er, authorities had arrested an individual for allegedly circulating deepfake 
content involving Rashmika Mandanna, underscoring the growing legal 
scrutiny surrounding AI misuse.On the work front, Mrunal Thakur is 

currently attached to the upcoming action drama Raaka, directed 
by Atlee Kumar. The film also stars Allu Arjun, 

Deepika Padukone and Rashmika Mandanna 
in key roles. While the makers are re-

portedly aiming for a December 
2027 release, an official con-
firmation regarding the 
release schedule is 

still awaited.

Mumbai : Actor Shanta-
nu Maheshwari, who has 
been receiving praise for his 
portrayal of Ishaan in Cam-
pus Beats: The Game of Love 
Season 7, recently suffered 
an ankle injury during a pro-
motional event in Pune. De-
spite the unexpected setback, 
the actor chose to continue 
with his scheduled appear-
ances, demonstrating his 
commitment to the series and 
its promotional campaign.

The incident occurred 
during a college visit in Pune, 
where Shantanu was interact-
ing with students as part of 
the promotional tour for the 
latest season of the show. The 
event witnessed an enthusi-
astic response from students, 
who welcomed the actor with 
loud cheers and excitement. 
The lively atmosphere soon 
turned into an impromptu 
celebration, with Shantanu 
joining the students on stage 
for a dance performance.

Known for his excep-
tional dancing skills, Shanta-
nu enthusiastically became 
part of the celebration, 
matching the students’ ener-
gy with his signature moves. 
The spontaneous perfor-
mance added to the excite-
ment of the event and created 

memorable moments for the 
audience gathered at the col-
lege.

However, during one of 
the energetic dance moves, 
the actor accidentally twisted 
his ankle. According to 
sources, the injury occurred 
after he made a large jump 
towards the crowd while 
dancing. The awkward land-
ing caused pain in his ankle, 
forcing him to briefly deal 
with the unexpected injury in 
the middle of the event.

Although he was visibly 
uncomfortable, Shantanu did 
not allow the injury to inter-
rupt the day’s schedule. In-
stead of cancelling the re-
maining promotional 
activities, he decided to con-
tinue fulfilling all his com-
mitments, determined not to 

disappoint the fans who had 
gathered to meet him across 
different locations in Pune.

A source close to the pro-
motional team revealed that 
Shantanu’s enthusiasm to 
dance with the students ulti-
mately led to the accident. 
Despite experiencing consid-
erable pain, he remained 
aware of the packed itinerary 
planned for the day and chose 
to carry on with every sched-
uled appearance.

According to the source, 
the actor attended each pro-
motional event despite the 
discomfort, interacting with 
audiences and promoting the 
series with the same enthusi-
asm.

 His determination en-
sured that the campaign con-
tinued without disruption, 
allowing fans at every venue 
to meet him as originally 
planned.

The source further stated 
that Shantanu displayed re-
markable professionalism 
throughout the day. Even 
while managing the pain 
caused by the injury, he main-
tained a positive attitude, 
completed interviews, partic-
ipated in promotional inter-
actions and remained fully 
engaged with the campaign.

Mumbai: Actor Bhumi Pednekar has 
strongly condemned the online abuse and al-
leged rape and death threats directed at a teen-
age protester, urging people to reject harass-
ment and engage in respectful dialogue even 
when opinions differ. Her statement comes 
days after she faced criticism on social media 
for condemning the use of abusive language 
against Prime Minister **Narendra Modi> 
during a students’ protest at Jantar Mantar.
The controversy began after a video of 
15-year-old Ruchika Singh, who participated 
in the protest, went viral on social media. In 
the widely circulated clip, the teenager 
was seen using coarse language 
while expressing her views during 
an interview. The video sparked 
intense online debate, drawing 
both criticism and support 
from different sections of so-
cial media users.Following 
the circulation of the video, 
Singh allegedly became the 
target of widespread online 
harassment. According to 
Bhumi, the teenager has 
been subjected to repeated 
rape threats and death 
threats, with abusive 
messages also being 
directed at her 
family members, 
including her 
mother.Shar-
ing a video 
message on Ins-
tagram, Bhumi 
expressed concern 
over the emotional con-
dition of the young pro-
tester. She said she had 
watched a recent video 

in which the teenager appeared visibly dis-
tressed and shaken by the barrage of online 
abuse she had received since the earlier clip 
went viral.She stressed that disagreement in a 
democracy should never escalate into threats, 
bullying or attempts to create fear in some-
one’s mind.People may disagree with an indi-
vidual’s views or conduct, but expressing 
those disagreements through intimidation, 
abuse or threats crosses the boundaries of civ-
il discourse.She also highlighted the broader 
issue of harassment faced by women, partic-

ularly in online spaces. Bhumi re-
marked that women are often 

subjected to personal attacks 
and abuse simply for ex-

pressing opinions, mak-
ing the digital environ-
ment increasingly 
hostile for many.
Drawing from her 
own experiences as 
a public figure, the 
actress said she un-
derstands the emo-

tional toll that on-
line harassment 
can take. She 
revealed that 
she too has 
experienced 
t a r g e t e d 

abuse on 
s o c i a l 
media.

Mumbai:  Singer, composer and 
filmmaker Palash Muchhal has complet-
ed the shooting of his upcoming spiritual 
drama Tera Sai, a film inspired by the 
life, teachings and timeless legacy of Sai 
Baba of Shirdi. With filming now 
wrapped up, the project has officially en-
tered its post-production phase ahead of 
its planned theatrical release in 2027.

Presented by Red Eye Studios, Tera 
Sai has been written and directed by Pa-
lash Muchhal, marking another signifi-
cant milestone in his journey as a film-
maker. The film seeks to bring the 
spiritual philosophy and humanitarian 
message of Sai Baba to audiences 
through an emotionally engaging cine-
matic experience.

Inspired by the life of Sai Baba, the 
film explores his teachings of love, com-
passion, equality and selfless service. 
Rather than presenting only historical 
events, the narrative aims to highlight 
the enduring relevance of his message in 
today’s world, emphasizing values such 
as faith, hope, kindness and humanity.

The makers have described the proj-
ect as an emotional and spiritually uplift-
ing story that celebrates the universal 
principles preached by Sai Baba. 
Through powerful storytelling and 
meaningful performances, the film 
hopes to inspire audiences while encour-
aging reflection on compassion, unity 
and the importance of helping others.

National Award-winning actor San-
jay Mishra plays the central role of Sai 
Baba in the film. Known for his versatil-

ity and ability to portray emotionally 
layered characters, Mishra is expected to 
bring depth and authenticity to the re-
vered spiritual figure.

The ensemble cast also features 
Sayaji Shinde, Manoj Joshi, Omkar Das 
Manikpuri, Avika Gor and Rohan Mehra 
in important roles. 

The diverse cast is expected to add 
strength to the narrative through their 
performances.

Speaking after the completion of 
filming, Palash Muchhal said Tera Sai 
has been much more than a film project 
for him. He described the experience as 

a deeply personal and spiritual journey 
that allowed him to connect with the phi-
losophy and teachings of Sai Baba while 
bringing the story to life on screen.

Muchhal shared that every scene 
was filmed with complete sincerity, ded-
ication and respect for the subject. He 
expressed gratitude to the cast and crew, 
acknowledging that the entire team 
worked tirelessly to translate his cre-
ative vision into a meaningful cinematic 
experience.

The filmmaker emphasized that the 
story revolves around faith, humanity 
and hope—values that transcend reli-
gion and cultural boundaries. He ex-
pressed confidence that audiences from 
different backgrounds would emotional-
ly connect with the film and its inspiring 
message.

With principal photography now 
complete, the production has moved 
into post-production, where editing, 
background score, visual enhancements 
and other technical work will shape the 
final version of the film before its re-
lease. The makers are focused on ensur-
ing that the spiritual drama delivers a 
visually rich and emotionally impactful 
experience.

According to the production team, 
Tera Sai will showcase Sai Baba’s life 
not merely as a historical account but as 
a timeless source of inspiration. The film 
intends to portray his compassion, un-
conditional love, service to humanity 
and spiritual wisdom in a way that reso-
nates with contemporary audiences.

Mumbai: The makers of 
“Mirzapur: The Movie” on 
Monday unveiled the film’s 
first song, ‘Do Numbari’, of-
fering audiences a glimpse 
into the gritty and pow-
er-driven world of the 
much-awaited big-screen ad-
aptation of the hit web series.
The song also marks the Bol-
lywood debut of Haryanvi 
rapper Dhanda Nyoliwala, 
who has written, composed 
and sung the track. With pow-
erful Haryanvi beats and an 
energetic style, the song 
gives a glimpse of the film’s 
world of crime, power strug-
gle and bullying.

The makers say that the 
song effectively brings out 
the atmosphere of the film 
and the bold image of the 
characters.The makers an-
nounced that the official trail-
er for the film is set to release 
on August 11. The teaser, re-

leased earlier this month, re-
ceived a positive response 
from audiences, leading to 
growing anticipation for the 
film.“Mirzapur: The Movie” 
brings the story of the popu-
lar web series “Mirzapur” to 
the big screen for the first 
time. The film stars Ali Fazal, 
Pankaj Tripathi, and 
Divyenndu in lead roles. 
Abhishek Banerjee, Rasika 
Duggal, Mohit Malik, Shee-
ba Chaddha, Rajesh Tailang, 
Pramod Pathak, Shriya Pil-
gaonkar, Harshita Shekhar 
Gaur, Shweta Tripathi, and 
Sonal S. Chauhan also play 
pivotal roles.Directed by 
Gurmmeet Singh and written 
by Puneet Krishna, “Mir-
zapur: The Movie” has been 
produced by Ritesh Sidhwani 
and Farhan Akhtar under 
with Kassim Jagmagia and 
Vishal Ramchandani serving 
as co-producers.

Shantanu Maheshwari continues 
Campus Beats: The Game of Love 
promotions despite ankle injury

The Movie’s first song 
‘Do Numberi’ unleased

Bhumi Pednekar defends teenage protester facing rape 
threats online; says, “We cannot bully a young girl”

Shooting of ‘Tera Sai’ 
wrapped, film to release in 2027
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New Delhi: Almost three weeks 
after winning a silver medal at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, 
two-time Olympic medallist Neeraj 
Chopra will return to action at the 
Lausanne Diamond League (Athle-
tissima) on August 21, where he is 
set to face another world-class jave-
lin field.

The Lausanne meet will be Cho-
pra’s third competition since return-
ing from the lower-back injury that 
sidelined him in September last year. 
The 28-year-old began his come-
back with a fourth-place finish at the 
Doha Diamond League in June, 
throwing 85.69m, before improving 
to a season-best 85.83m to clinch the 
silver medal at the Commonwealth 
Games.

“Although we always want the 
National anthem to play, I did my 
season's best and the comeback is 
going okay. There are other competi-
tions as well. I am happy,” Chopra 
had said after his silver in Glasgow.

In Switzerland, the Indian star 
will once again renew his rivalry 
with reigning Olympic champion 

Arshad Nadeem of Pakistan and 
Commonwealth Games champion 
Rumesh Pathirage of Sri Lanka. Also 
in the star-studded field are Grena-
da's two-time world champion An-
derson Peters and Trinidad and To-
bago's Olympic champion Keshorn 
Walcott, making it one of the stron-
gest javelin line-ups of the season.

The field also features Czech Re-
public's Olympic silver medallist 

Jakub Vadlejch, Germany's Julian 
Weber, world No. 2 Curtis Thomp-
son of the United States and Switzer-
land's rising talent Simon Wieland.

“The five javelin superstars, who 
have won the last four editions of the 
Olympic Games and World Champi-
onships, will be present at Athletis-
sima on August 21 for a competition 
of extraordinary quality,” the organ-
isers said.

Five of those throwers, includ-
ing Chopra, Nadeem, Pathirage, Pe-
ters and Walcott, also competed in 
the Commonwealth Games final in 
Glasgow. Pathirage claimed the gold 
with a championship-winning throw 
of 89.75m despite difficult windy 
conditions, while Chopra finished 
second with his season-best effort of 
85.83m. Peters was fourth with 
83.88m, whereas Nadeem endured a 
disappointing outing, finishing ninth 
with 77.41m.

The Lausanne leg also carries 
added significance in the race for a 
place in the Diamond League Final. 
Chopra, the 2022 Diamond League 
champion, is currently seventh in the 
standings with five points and will be 
aiming to climb the table. Pathirage 
and Peters have already secured 
qualification for the final after accu-
mulating 23 points each this season.

With Olympic and world cham-
pions once again sharing the runway, 
Lausanne will provide another stern 
test for Chopra as he continues his 
comeback and builds momentum for 
the remainder of the season.

Diamond League: Neeraj faces 
world-class field in Lausanne Washington:  Alexan-

dra Eala won her first WTA 
Tour singles title, beating 
topseed Jessica Pegula 4-6, 
6-4, 6-0 in the final of the 
Mubadala DC Open in 
Washington, D.C.

The 21-year-old became 
the first tennis player from 
the Philippines to win a WTA 
Tour singles title on Monday.

Ranked No. 28 at the 
start of the week, she's pro-
jected to break into the 
world's top 20 for the first 
time ahead of the U.S. Open.

The final began on Au-
gust 2 but was suspended by 
heavy rain and lightning, 
with Pegula leading 6-4, 1-2. 
Play resumed at midday on 
Monday, and Eala took con-
trol from there, closing out 
the match in one hour and 45 
minutes, according to olym-
pics.com.

Eala was clinical behind 
her first serve, winning 84.4 
per cent of those points (38 of 
45) to Pegula's 56.5 per cent. 
She converted four of her 

nine break-point chances 
and won 79 of the 140 points 
played, despite hitting no 
aces and three double faults.

“To all my supporters, 
thank you guys. Especially 
the Filipino community. 
Here in DC and back home, 
whatever you are in the 
world. I really feel all the 

love," Eala said after the 
match.“Before the final yes-
terday, I got so many sweet 
messages from my family 
and my friends.I thought to 
myself, 'I feel so much love'. 
Standing here in the middle 
of all this love, my first 
chance at a title, knowing it 
won’t be my last.

Alexandra Eala stuns 
Pegula for first WTA Tour title

Port of Spain:  Pakistan 
assistant coach Asad Shafiq 
was thrilled with the way 
hisside responded to his urg-
ings on the second day of the 
second Test against Pakistan 
in Trinidad.

Right-hander Abdullah 
Shafique scored his sixth 
Test century and skipper 
Babar Azam (86 not out) 
closed in on his first Test 
hundred in almost four years 
as Pakistan dominated the 
second day at Port of Spain 
as they look to level the two-
match series in the Caribbe-
an.

Shafique and Babar put 
on an unbeaten stand of 168 
late in the day at Queen's 
Park Oval to help Pakistan 
reach 266/2 at stumps, trail-
ing the West Indies by just 78 
runs on the first innings in 
the ICC World Test Champi-
onship contest.

It was just what Pakistan 
needed after a disappointing 
first Test from their top six, 
with Shafiq admitting he 
was thrilled with the re-
sponse from the duo as they 
scored at ease against the 
West Indies, according to 
ICC.

“It’s been a very satisfy-
ing day for me as batting 
coach," Shafiq said.

"The way Abdullah and 
Babar batted, and the part-
nership they built, was truly 

remarkable.
"That’s exactly what we 

had been missing in the last 
two or three Test matches.

"They took responsibili-
ty, and seeing that gives me 
immense satisfaction.”

Shafique wasn't origi-
nally named in Pakistan's 
squad for the series in the 
Caribbean, with the

26-year-old only earn-
ing a reprieve when Abdul-
lah Fazal was ruled out of the 
tour due toa back injury prior 
to the first Test.

The Pakistan No.3 has 
already hit 10 fours and two 
sixes during his unbeaten in-
nings of 107 against the 
West Indies and Shafiq has 
been impressed with his 
ability to choose when toat-
tack the opposition bowlers 
and when to defend.

“Abdullah has only re-
cently joined the team, but 

he has been scoring heavily 
in domestic cricket," Shafiq 
noted.

"He saw this opportuni-
ty and seized it with both 
hands.

"The hallmark of his in-
nings was the way he pun-
ished the loose deliveries 
while showing respect to the 
good ones. That balance re-
ally stood out."

And with Babar just 14 
runs away from his first Test 
century since December 
2022, Shafiq believes his 
side is well placed to keep 
the pressure on the West In-
dies and move intoa domi-
nant position in the match.

“Given the position 
we’re in, if we bat well to-
morrow, we can put our-
selves in a commanding po-
sition," Shafiq said."From 
there, we’ll be able to dictate 
the course of the game.”

Babar closes in on ton as 
Pakistan coach feels satisfied

Cape Town : Former 
South Africa captain and 
ICC Hall of Famer Graeme 
Smith has described the re-
turn of the ICC Men's Crick-
et World Cup to Africa after 
more than two decades as a 
landmark moment for the 
sport. The tournament, 
scheduled for 2027, will be 
jointly hosted by South Afri-
ca, Zimbabwe and Namibia, 
bringing cricket's biggest 50-
over event back to the conti-
nent for the first time since 
2003.

South Africa last staged 
the Men's Cricket World Cup 
in 2003 alongside Zimba-
bwe and Kenya. The 2027 
edition will see the country 
once again play host, this 
time in partnership with 
Zimbabwe and Namibia, 
highlighting the growing 
strength of cricket across 
southern Africa.

Speaking at a star-stud-
ded ceremony in Johannes-
burg during the announce-
ment of the 12 venues that 
will host the tournament, 
Smith said Africa had waited 
a long time for another op-
portunity to stage a global 
men's cricket event. He de-
scribed the occasion as a 
well-deserved recognition of 
the region's contribution to 
international cricket.

According to Smith, the 

passion for cricket across the 
three host nations, combined 
with the quality of players 
and the enthusiasm of sup-
porters, makes Africa an 
ideal destination for a tour-
nament of this magnitude. 
He said the continent's vi-
brant cricket culture de-
serves to be showcased on 
the global stage.

The former skipper also 
stressed that the Cricket 
World Cup continues to oc-
cupy a unique and presti-
gious place in world cricket 
despite the rapid evolution of 
the sport through multiple 
formats and franchise 
leagues. He believes lifting 
the ODI World Cup remains 
the ultimate ambition for in-
ternational teams.The 2027 
tournament will be the 14th 
edition of the Men's Cricket 

World Cup and will feature 
14 teams, marking the first 
time since the 2015 tourna-
ment that the competition 
will be contested by more 
than 10 nations. The expand-
ed format is expected to 
make the event more com-
petitive and inclusive.Draw-
ing comparisons with the re-
cently concluded 2026 FIFA 
World Cup, Smith noted how 
the participation of 48 na-
tions created an atmosphere 
of global celebration, bring-
ing together diverse cultures 
and passionate supporters 
from around the world.He 
expressed hope that cricket 
would witness a similar fes-
tival-like atmosphere during 
the 2027 World Cup, with 
fans from participating na-
tions travelling to South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Namib-

ia to support their teams and 
experience the unique hospi-
tality of the host countries.

Smith said global sport-
ing events held every four 
years carry unmatched sig-
nificance because of their 
rarity and prestige. Accord-
ing to him, the Cricket World 
Cup has built a rich tradition 
over several decades, mak-
ing it the most coveted tro-
phy in One-Day Internation-
al cricket.He added that 
while various ICC tourna-
ments are highly competi-
tive, the ODI World Cup 
continues to stand apart be-
cause of its history, stature 
and emotional significance. 
Every international cricket-
er, he said, dreams of win-
ning the World Cup, making 
it the pinnacle of the sport.
The expansion from 10 to 14 
teams has also received 
Smith's strong support. He 
believes the decision reflects 
the steady growth of cricket 
worldwide and provides 
emerging nations with a 
valuable opportunity to com-
pete against the game's lead-
ing teams on its biggest 
stage.According to Smith, 
the quality of cricket among 
developing nations has im-
proved considerably over 
recent years, while fan en-
gagement has grown signifi-
cantly across new markets. 

Graeme Smith relishes 50-over 
World Cup return to African soil New Delhi:  Japan Open 

champion PV Sindhu will be 
seeded ninth for the upcom-
ing BWF World Champion-
ships, while the 2022 Asian 
Games gold medallist com-
bination of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty will begin the tourna-
ment as the fifth seeds in 
men’s doubles.

The World Champion-
ships will be held at the Indi-
ra Gandhi Stadium in New 
Delhi from August 17 to 23, 
with India fielding two en-
tries in each of the five 
events. The country has at 
least one seeded player or 
pair in four of the five catego-
ries.

Apart from Sindhu and 
Satwik-Chirag, former 
World Championships 
bronze medallist Lakshya 
Sen has been seeded 14th in 
the men's singles, while the 
mixed doubles pair of Dhruv 
Kapila and Tanisha Crasto 
are the 15th seeds.

Qualification for the 
World Championships was 
based on the BWF world 
rankings published on April 
28, while the seedings have 
been determined using the 
latest rankings released on 
July 28.

Reigning men's singles 
world champion Shi Yuqi of 
China has been named the 
top seed, while South Ko-
rea's An Se Young leads the 
women's singles seedings. 

Sindhu seeded ninth, 
Satwik-Chirag fifth

New Delhi:  union Sports Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandaviya on Tuesday 
felicitated India's medal winners 
from the 2026 Commonwealth 
Games, congratulating the boxing, 
judo and para-athletics contingents 
for their historic performances in 
Glasgow.

The event celebrated three of In-
dia's most successful teams at the 
Games. While the boxers topped the 
medal standings with 10 medals, in-
cluding seven gold and three silver, 
the judokas produced their best-ever 
Commonwealth Games campaign 

with four medals, including two his-
toric golds. The para-athletics team 
was also honoured after delivering a 
memorable performance in Glasgow.

The medallists received cash re-
wards of Rs 30 lakh for gold, Rs 20 
lakh for silver and Rs 10 lakh for 
bronze in recognition of their 
achievements.

Interacting with the athletes, 
Mandaviya encouraged them to think 
beyond their competitive careers and 
contribute to the growth of Indian 
sport by mentoring the next genera-
tion.

Referring to the recently expand-
ed Khelo India programme, backed 
by a Rs 36,000-crore investment, he 
urged the athletes to consider starting 
sports academies after retirement.

"Let us not just win a Common-
wealth Games medal with the aim to 
bag a government job. I urge all of 
you to run sports academies once you 
retire from your active career," Dr 
Mandaviya said, adding that the ath-
letes' mission should be "India 
firs"While you were playing for the 
gold in Glasgow, we launched the ex-
panded Khelo India scheme by in-

vesting a total of Rs. 36000 Crore, 
that will take care of greater contin-
ued investment in the growth of In-
dian sports in the coming years," he 
added.With the Asian Games just 
weeks away, the union Minister 
asked the athletes to carry the confi-
dence from Glasgow into the conti-
nental event."I want all of you to use 
this morale boost to win more gold 
medals at the 2026 Asian Games. 
Those who have won silver and 
bronze must strive for gold, while 
those who have won gold must sus-
tain this level of excellence," he said.

Mandaviya urges CWG medallists 
to build India's sporting future Santiago: Colo-Colo 

has completed the signing 
of Cabo Verde international 
goalkeeper Vozinha for the 
rest of Chile's 2026 domes-
tic season, the club said.

The 40-year-old passed 
a medical before conclud-
ing paperwork at Colo-Co-
lo's Santiago headquarters.

"Together with our 
president, Anibal Mosa, 
Vozinha signed his contract 
and officially became a new 
Colo-Colo player. Welcome 
to the Colo-Colo family," 
the club said in a social me-

dia post on Monday.
Vozinha arrived as a 

free agent after parting 
ways with Portuguese sec-
ond-division side Chaves in 
June.

Colo-Colo did not pro-
vide details of the deal but 
local media reported it 
would initially run until De-
cember, with the option to 
extend for another year.

Vozinha was one of the 
standout players of the 
World Cup in June and July, 
helping Cabo Verde reach 
the knockout stage at its 

first appearance at the tour-
nament. The African team's 
run endedin the round of 32, 
when it pushed Argentina to 
extra time before falling 
3-2, according to Xinhua.

Vozinha kept a clean 
sheet in his team's opening 
draw with eventual cham-
pion Spain before repeating 
the feat in the final group 
stage match against Saudi 
Arabia. His move to Colo-
Colowas announced last 
week but was delayed by 
visa problems and personal 
issues.

Dubai:  Sri Lanka cap-
tain Chamari Athapaththu 
has been rewarded for her 
outstanding performances 
against Pakistan with a ca-
reer-best rating in the latest 
International Cricket Coun-
cil Women's T20I Player 
Rankings. The experienced 
all-rounder played a pivotal 
role in Sri Lanka's series vic-
tory over Pakistan in Dam-
bulla, leading her side from 
the front with two impactful 
innings.

Athapaththu scored a 
quickfire 39 off 22 deliveries 
in the opening T20 Interna-
tional before following it up 
with an explosive 40 from 
just 15 balls in the second 
match. Her aggressive bat-
ting provided Sri Lanka with 
strong starts in both games 
and helped the hosts secure 

an unassailable lead in the 
three-match series.

Her consistent perfor-
mances earned her a one-
place rise in the ICC Wom-
en's T20I Batting Rankings, 
taking her to a career-best 
729 rating points. The latest 
achievement further ce-
ments her status as one of the 
world's premier batters in the 
shortest format of the game.

Another major contribu-
tor to Sri Lanka's success 
was Imesha Dulani, who re-
corded the biggest rankings 
improvement among the 
home side's batters. Her re-
markable unbeaten 101 off 
just 64 balls in the series 
opener guided Sri Lanka to a 
comfortable six-wicket vic-
tory.

The maiden century not 
only proved decisive in the 

match but also propelled Du-
lani 33 places up the ICC 
Women's T20I Batting 
Rankings to 23rd position, 
marking one of the week's 
most significant gains in the 
rankings.Pakistan's players 
also made notable progress 
despite losing the series. 
Opening batter Muneeba Ali 
climbed four places to 30th 
in the T20I batting rankings 
after registering fluent scores 
of 42 off 24 balls and 45 off 
30 deliveries in the first two 
matches.Those performanc-
es also earned Muneeba a 
career-best rating of 538 
points, reflecting her grow-
ing consistency at the top of 
Pakistan's batting order and 
her ability to provide aggres-
sive starts in the shortest for-
mat.

The week's biggest leap 

in the batting rankings be-
longed to Shawaal Zulfiqar, 
who produced an extraordi-
nary rise of 869 places. Her 
impressive knocks of 63 and 
48 against Sri Lanka lifted 
her to a career-best 52nd po-
sition, making her one of the 
standout performers in the 
latest rankings update.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka 
also enjoyed success in the 
ICC Women's Champion-
ship One-Day International 
series, defeating Pakistan 
2-1 in Hambantota. The se-
ries victory was accompa-
nied by significant improve-
ments in the ICC Women's 
ODI Batting Rankings for 
several Sri Lankan players.

Harshitha Samarawick-
rama continued her excellent 
form with a composed 71 off 
92 balls in the deciding ODI. 

Bready (Ireland):  Recently-ap-
pointed Ireland coach Gary Wilson is 
focused on helping his side qualify for 
next year's ICC Men's Cricket World 
Cup.

Wilson only took over the coaching 
reins in June from outgoing coach 
Heinrich Malan and the former Ireland 
international has wasted no time in 
making his priorities clear for the ever-
improving Irish side.

Ireland have only ever qualified for 
the men's 50-over World Cup on three 
occasions - Wilson played in their two 
most recent visits in 2011 and 2015 - 
and the new head coach is determined

to ensure his charges earn the right 
to appear at the 14-team tournament in 
2027 that will beco-hosted by South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

"We're laser-focused on 50-over 
cricket right now for that reason," Wil-
son told BBC Sport.

"I've been lucky enough to be part 

of two and they are amazing experi-
ences."

Ireland's quest to feature at the 2027 
World Cup will go up a notch when they 
host Afghanistan

for a five-match ODI series com-
mencing on Wednesday in what will be 
the side's first 50-over matches in more 
than 12 months.

From there they will then play at the 
ICC Men's Cricket World Cup Qualifier 

event, where the top four sides from the 
10-team tournament will progress to 
the main event in 2027, according to 
ICC.

While that tournament might be 
still some time away, Wilson wants his 
players to create their own history and 
chase lofty goals during his time in 
charge.

"Irish cricket is really in its infancy 
in many ways and there's been a lot of 
firsts within the last20 years," he said.

"We've had Ed Joyce as the first 
player to play for England, we've had 
the first World Cup in 2007, we've had 
the first Test win, why can't we go on 
and do something huge at a World Cup? 
If you'd said 30 or 40 years ago where 
the Irish rugby team would be now, 
you'd have got laughed at.

"Whether it's in our lifetime or not, 
one day we will do something amazing. 
A challenge I've put to this group is to 
create their own firsts. 

World Cup qualification the main focus 
for new Ireland coach Gary Wilson

Sri Lanka & Pakistan stars climb latest ICC 
women's ODI and T20I player rankingd

Cabo Verde keeper Vozinha 
signs with Colo-Colo
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BSE Sensex
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

78,428.95 -0.27%

78,639.03  

79,143.15 78,211.87

Nifty 500
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

23,690.15 -0.47%

23,802.85 23,771.45

 23,573.60

Nifty Bank
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

57,907.20 -0.58%

58,247.95  

58,068.95 57,352.65

Nifty 50
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

24,614.90 -0.64%

 24,703.90

24,703.90 24,427.95

Nifty 100
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

25,719.15 0.62%

 25,816.80

25,553.40

Nifty Next 50
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

74,210.55 -0.53%

74,608.70 74,551.50

74,667.20  

Nifty Midcap 100
Close Percent chenge

Previous close Open

High Low

-0.29%

63,679.30 63,739.90

63,679.30 63,278.95

Company Current % Gain
Apollo Hospital 9,050.00 2.61
Hindalco 1,020.00 2.52
Trent 3,107.70 1.89
Jio Financial 265.00 0.76
ITC 289.00 0.70

Company Current %Loss
Grasim 3,138.00 -3.74
HDFC Life 535.95 -3.10
Bajaj Auto 11,600.00 -2.16
Reliance 1,290.90 -2.13
Max Healthcare 1,077.00 -2.13

Top Gainers

Top Losers

Commodities
Commodity Price  Change (%)

Gold Aug 05 141,998.00 903.00
0.64

Silver Sep 04 219,480.00 2,734.00
1.26

Crudeoil Aug 19 7,639.00 -6.00
-0.08

Naturalgas Aug 
26 262.00 -2.40

-0.91

23,771.45

58,068.9524,774.30 25,880.4579,132.97

74,037.15

63.491.60

25,816.80

Chennai: Passenger car 
makers Hyundai Motor In-
dia Limited (HMIL) today 
announced introduction of 
its Assured Buyback Pro-
gram for the CRETA Elec-
tric, offering customers 
60% assured buyback value 
till 3-years/up to 45,000 
kms.

The initiative addresses 
one of the key consider-
ations influencing EV pur-
chase decisions i.e. future 
resale value and further re-
inforces Hyundai’s com-
mitment to making electric 
mobility more accessible, 
convenient and confidence 
inspiring, a company state-
ment said.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, HMIL MD 
and CEO Tarun Garg said 
“The next phase of electric 
vehicle adoption in India 
will be driven equally by 
advancements in vehicle 
technology and by greater 
customer confidence. 
Hyundai CRETA Electric 

has been engineered to de-
liver an exceptional owner-
ship experience backed by 
Hyundai’s global EV exper-
tise and the trust of the icon-
ic CRETA brand. Our As-
sured Buyback Program, 
offering 60% assured buy-
back value, reflects our con-
fidence in the product’s out-
standing quality, reliability 
and long-term value."

"Together with our Bat-
tery-as-a-Service initiative, 
expanding charging infra-
structure and future EV 
roadmap, we are building 
one of India’s most compre-
hensive EV ecosystems, en-
abling customers to em-
brace electric mobility 
without compromising on 
convenience, confidence or 
peace of mind", he said.

Hyundai strengthens EV 
ownership confidence with assured 

buyback prog for CRETA Electric

Chennai: Leading re-
tailers, trader associations 
and policymakers on Tues-
day flagged the alarming rise 
of illicit trade and the in-
creasing prevalence of un-
fair market practices in In-
dia's online retail ecosystem.
At a seminar organised by 
the Federation of Retailers 
Association of India (FRAI) 
Tamil Nadu State Chapter on 
“Confronting Illicit Trade in 
Modern Markets” retailers, 
trader associations and poli-
cymakers together deliber-
ated on two rapidly growing 
threats impacting India’s re-
tail ecosystem — the alarm-
ing rise of illicit trade and the 
increasing prevalence of un-
fair market practices.The 
participants expressed seri-
ous concern over the grow-
ing circulation of counterfeit 

products, illegal distribution 
channels and non-compliant 
goods across markets, while 
also highlighting how preda-
tory pricing, deep discount-
ing and unchecked expan-
sion of certain quick 
commerce and e-commerce 
models are creating severe 
imbalances for small retail-
ers and traditional business-
es.The seminar highlighted 
that both illicit trade and un-
fair market practices are ad-
versely affecting genuine 
businesses, government rev-
enues, consumer trust and 
the livelihoods of lakhs of 
small traders across the state.
In his address, FRAI TN 
Chapter President C.Chella-
durai said "Illicit trade is no 
longer merely a commercial 
issue; it has become a serious 
threat to consumer safety, 

fair competition and the live-
lihoods of millions of honest 
retailers. Counterfeit and il-
legally sourced products not 
only expose consumers to 
substandard and unsafe 
goods but also undermine 
the credibility of legitimate 
businesses that operate with-
in the law. We remain com-
mitted to working closely 
with the government, law 
enforcement agencies and 
industry stakeholders to 
strengthen enforcement, 
raise consumer awareness 
and build a transparent retail 
ecosystem where genuine 
b u s i n e s s e s c a n 
thrive."Retailers further 
highlighted that while quick 
commerce and e-commerce 
platforms are rapidly trans-
forming the retail landscape 
and making products in-

stantly accessible to con-
sumers, the same ecosystem 
is also creating serious con-
cerns around the rapid spread 
of illicit trade and counterfeit 

products.Participants also 
stated that flash sales, unre-
alistic discounting, aggres-
sive pricing strategies and 
the constant push for ultra-
fast delivery have created an 
environment where consum-
ers are often unable to differ-

entiate between genuine and 
counterfeit products.They 
also pointed out that today 
almost everything — from 
food products, groceries and 

personal care items to skin-
care products, electronics 
and even premium mobile 
phones worth thousands of 
rupees — is being delivered 
within minutes through 
quick commerce and e-com-
merce platforms. However, 

this extreme accessibility 
and race for cheaper prices 
are also opening dangerous 
entry points for banned, ille-
gal and counterfeit products 
to penetrate the market at an 
unprecedented scale.Ac-
cording to the retailers, illicit 
traders and unethical sellers 
are increasingly exploiting 
these rapidly expanding dig-
ital platforms to push coun-
terfeit and non-compliant 
products into the market, 
taking advantage of weak 
monitoring mechanisms and 
the growing consumer ob-
session with deep discounts 
and instant availability. Re-
tailers warned that consum-
ers are gradually becoming 
more price-sensitive than 
quality-conscious, creating 
fertile ground for illicit trade 
to flourish unchecked across 

digital commerce channels.
While the rapid rise of such 
platforms is adversely im-
pacting consumers through 
the circulation of low-quali-
ty and potentially unsafe 
products, it is equally devas-
tating for genuine offline re-
tailers who spend years 
building trust, ensuring 
product authenticity and 
serving their local communi-
ties with accountability.Re-
tailers emphasised that un-
fair market practices, uneven 
competition and aggressive 
pricing structures are mak-
ing it increasingly difficult 
for traditional traders to sur-
vive despite working tire-
lessly for 14 to 18 hours ev-
ery day to sustain their 
businesses, educate their 
children and support their 
families. Participants 

stressed that this is no longer 
merely a business issue, but a 
serious social and livelihood 
concern affecting millions of 
honest small retailers across 
the country.During the semi-
nar, participants highlighted 
that the rapid expansion of 
platform-driven retail mod-
els and the growing circula-
tion of counterfeit and non-
compliant products are 
creating serious challenges 
for traditional businesses. 
Retailers said while small 
traders operate with limited 
margins and high account-
ability, several large plat-
forms continue to dominate 
markets through aggressive 
discounting and rapid ex-
pansion strategies, while 
cautioning that illicit trade 
and counterfeit goods are 
harming genuine businesses.

FRAI warns against growing illicit trade, market 
distortion in India's online retail ecosystem

New Delhi: Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Tuesday introduced 
the Taxation and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 in 
the Lok Sabha, proposing 
sweeping changes to India's 
tax framework aimed at at-
tracting overseas capital, 
simplifying rules for off-
shore investment funds and 
strengthening the country's 
position as a global fund 
management destination.

The proposed legislation 
seeks to replace the Taxation 
Laws (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 2026, promulgated 
on June 5, which had granted 
tax exemptions on interest 
income and capital gains 
earned by foreign portfolio 

investors (FPIs) from invest-
ments in government securi-
ties.

A key feature of the Bill 
is the significant relaxation 
of eligibility conditions for 
Eligible Investment Funds 
(EIFs) managed from India. 
The government has pro-
posed removing several ex-
isting requirements that off-
shore funds currently need to 
satisfy to claim tax exemp-
tion on their global income.

If enacted, eligible off-
shore funds will no longer 
have to meet conditions such 
as maintaining a minimum 
of 25 investors, limiting a 
single investor's participa-
tion to 10 per cent, restricting 
investments in a single entity 

to 25 per cent of the corpus, 
avoiding investments in as-
sociate entities, or maintain-
ing a minimum monthly av-

erage corpus of Rs 100 crore.
The government be-

lieves these changes will 
make India a more attractive 
location for global fund 
managers by reducing regu-
latory complexity and creat-

ing a more competitive in-
vestment ecosystem.

The Bill also proposes 
tax incentives for foreign 
companies engaged in elec-
tronics manufacturing sup-
ply chains. Under the pro-
posal, foreign entities storing 
and selling electronic com-
ponents through customs-
bonded warehouses for sup-
ply to Indian manufacturers 
will receive tax exemptions, 
a move aimed at supporting 
domestic manufacturing and 
improving supply chain effi-
ciency.

In another measure to 
promote India's gem and 
jewellery sector, the Bill 
seeks to exempt income 
earned by eligible foreign 

companies from the sale of 
rough diamonds through no-
tified special trading zones in 
India. The benefit will re-
main available until March 
31, 2041, providing long-
term policy certainty for 
global diamond traders.

The Statement of Ob-
jects and Reasons accompa-
nying the Bill says additional 
taxation measures are re-
quired to comprehensively 
achieve the objectives that 
were initially addressed 
through the June ordinance. 
It adds that evolving global 
economic conditions war-
rant a timely legislative re-
sponse to facilitate foreign 
capital inflows and improve 
India's investment climate.

New Delhi: Dabur India 
has been directed by the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) 
to immediately stop selling a 
range of food products carry-
ing "100 per cent" claims, 
with the regulator stating 
that such descriptions are 
ambiguous, cannot be inde-
pendently verified, and may 
mislead consumers.

The order covers multi-
ple products, including hon-
ey, apple cider vinegar, vir-
gin coconut oil, sesame oil, 
cow ghee, coconut water, 
and coconut milk that were 

marketed using claims such 
as "100 per cent Natural", 
"100 per cent Pure", "100 per 
cent Purity Guaranteed", 
"100 per cent Organic" and 
"100 per cent Tender Coco-
nut Water".

According to FSSAI, 
these claims violate the pro-
visions of the Food Safety 
and Standards (Advertising 
& Claims) Regulations, 
2018, which govern how 
food products can be adver-
tised and labelled.

The regulator clarified 
that its action is related to 
product labelling and adver-

tising practices and should 
not be interpreted as an indi-
cation that the products are 
unsafe or adulterated.

FSSAI noted that it had 
already issued an industry-
wide advisory in May 2025 
asking food business opera-
tors to avoid using "100 per 
cent" claims on labels, pack-
aging, and promotional ma-
terial. 

The regulator had said 
the phrase is not defined un-
der existing food safety reg-
ulations and may create an 
inaccurate impression of ab-
solute purity or superior 

quality.
Apart from the market-

ing claims, FSSAI also 
raised concerns over the use 
of the Jaivik Bharat logo on 
Dabur Himalayan Organic 
Apple Cider Vinegar and 
Dabur Organic Honey, stat-
ing that the products were 
displaying the certification 
mark without a valid FSSAI 
organic endorsement.

The Jaivik Bharat logo is 
intended to identify certified 
organic food products that 
comply with India's pre-
scribed organic certification 
standards.

Bengaluru:  India's average cost of 
a data breach rose to a record Rs 25.5 
crore in 2026, a 15.9 per cent increase 
from Rs 22 crore last year, as cyberat-
tacks became more sophisticated with 
growing use of artificial intelligence 
(AI), according to IBM's 2026 Cost of a 
Data Breach Report released on Tues-
day.

The report said the average number 
of compromised records per breach also 
increased to 39,500 in 2026 from 38,200 
in 2025, highlighting the growing scale 
of cyber incidents.

It found that 26 per cent of mali-
cious breaches in India were AI-gener-
ated, reflecting the increasing use of AI 

by cybercriminals to launch faster and 
more scalable attacks.

However, AI adoption in cyberse-
curity remains limited. Only 32 per cent 
of Indian organisations reported exten-
sive use of AI and security automation, 
while 36 per cent had limited deploy-
ment and 32 per cent reported no use at 
all.

According to the report, organisa-

tions without AI and security automa-
tion suffered the highest average breach 
cost of Rs 31.6 crore, compared with Rs 
21.3 crore for organisations with exten-
sive deployment. Breaches also took 
significantly longer to identify in organ-
isations without AI-enabled security, 
averaging 236 days compared with 175 
days for those with extensive automa-
tion.

Shadow AI, referring to unauthor-
ised use of AI tools within organisa-
tions, added an average Rs 1.79 crore to 
the cost of a breach, making it one of the 
leading cost-increasing factors along 
with regulatory non-compliance and 
cloud migration.

Bengaluru: ShareChat-
owned Quick TV on Tuesday 
announced India's first dedi-
cated AI-powered microdra-
ma slate, unveiling six origi-
nal AI-assisted series and 
committing to invest up to Rs 
100 crore over the next year 
to expand AI-driven content 
production and strengthen its 
artificial intelligence capa-
bilities.The announcement 
builds on the launch of 
*Main Amar Hoon*, which 
the company described as 
one of India's first AI-assist-
ed microdrama series. The 
production used a hybrid 
pipeline combining live-ac-
tion filmmaking, motion 
capture, advanced visual ef-
fects and generative AI to 
create cinematic fantasy set-

tings while preserving ac-
tors' performances. Quick 
TV said the approach is de-
signed to augment, rather 
than replace, human creativ-
ity.Mohalla Tech, the parent 
company of ShareChat and 
Moj, said the planned invest-
ment will be directed to-
wards scaling AI-generated 
entertainment, expanding 
production capacity and 
building AI talent as demand 
for premium short-form con-
tent continues to grow.The 
company said its AI-generat-
ed microdramas have re-
corded Episode-20 comple-
tion rates of around 50 per 
cent, indicating strong view-
er engagement with the for-
mat.Leading the August slate 
is *Pashu Samrat*, an epic 

fantasy about a farmer who 
discovers divine powers. 
Other titles include *Bad-
shah Benaqab*, a royal ac-
tion drama; *Port Ka King*, 
a rags-to-riches story of a 
Goan fisherman; *Odiyan*, 
inspired by Indian folklore; 
*Jadugar Rajkumar*, a fan-
tasy adventure centred on a 
prince with magical powers; 
and *Hamari Lucky Jia*, a 
family drama about a young 
girl with healing abilities.
Quick TV said the six origi-
nals span fantasy, action and 
family genres but share a 
common AI-assisted pro-
duction workflow that com-
bines traditional filmmaking 
with advanced digital tools 
to deliver mobile-first enter-
tainment.

Quick TV to invest Rs 100 crore in 
AI-powered microdrama production

Sitharaman tables Tax Amendment Bill to 
ease rules for offshore investment funds

FSSAI orders Dabur to halt sale of 
products carrying '100 Percent' claims

India's data breach cost hits 
record Rs 25.5 crore: IBM

Mumbai : Indian stock 
markets on Tuesday ended low-
er, snapping a four-session win-
ning streak. The markets re-
sponded as investors booked 
profits amid weekly derivatives 
expiry.

At the time of close, Sensex 
was down 210.08 points or 0.27 
per cent at 78,428.95, and the 
Nifty was down 159.40 points 
or 0.64 per cent at 24,614.90. 
Nifty midcap index shed 0.3 
per cent, while smallcap index 
was up 0.2 per cent.

Indian rupee ended mar-
ginally lower at 95.38 per dollar 
on Tuesday compared with the 
previous close of 95.34.

Among the sectors, most of 
the indices remained largely 
negative. Nifty Realty emerged 
as the top loser, declining 2.4pc. 
It was followed by Nifty Oil & 
Gas (-1.1pc), Nifty FMCG 
(-0.9pc), Nifty Private Bank 
(-0.7pc), Nifty IT (-0.8pc), Nif-
ty Bank (-0.6pc), Nifty Con-

sumer Durables (-0.7pc), Nifty 
Infra (-0.9%), Nifty Auto 
(-0.4pc).

Further, on the gaining side 
were Nifty Media, advancing 
2pc, Nifty Metal, which gained 
0.9pc.Around 150 stocks 
touched 52-week high. These 
included Ather Energy, Deepak 
Fertilisers, Gabriel India, Sie-
mens, Sai Life Sciences, Gland 
Pharma, Welspun Corp, RBL 
Bank, Balrampur Chini Mills, 
Nestle India, Bajaj Auto, Pidi-

lite Industries, United Spirits, 
Dr Lal PathLab, Sona BLW, 
TVS Motor, Titan Company, 
Craftsman, Federal Bank, 
among others.

On Nifty, the gainers in-
cluded Hindalco, Trent, Apollo 
Hospitals, Jio Financial and 
Eternal, while on the losing end 
were Grasim Industries, HDFC 
Life, Max Healthcare, Bajaj 
Auto, and Reliance Industries.

Market participants are 
closely tracking geopolitical 

developments in the Strait of 
Hormuz and the outcome of the 
Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) 
ongoing monetary policy meet-
ing, as both factors are expected 
to play a crucial role in deter-
mining the near-term direction 
of domestic financial markets, 
according to Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research at Geojit Invest-
ments Limited.

Nair said investors contin-
ue to keep a close watch on the 
evolving situation in the Strait 
of Hormuz, one of the world's 
most strategically important oil 
shipping routes. Any improve-
ment in geopolitical stability in 
the region could significantly 
reduce concerns over disrup-
tions in global crude oil sup-
plies and help restore confi-
dence across international 
markets.According to him, 
greater clarity regarding devel-
opments in the region would 
likely ease upward pressure on 
crude oil prices. 

Stock markets end lower 
with Nifty below 24,700




