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Fadnavis nnens Three Mumbai Bridges

Sion, Vidyavihar and Goregaon—Mulund links inaugurated as CM targets faster travel across Mumbai
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1 Aryan Age Correspondent government was working towards
a transport network that would
reduce travel time across Mumbai
to approximately 50 to 60 minutes.

The Sion railway overbridge
is particularly important because it
provides a crucial road connection
between the island city and eastern
financial capital. suburbs. The Vidyavihar bridge

The projects include the is expected to improve local
railway overbridges at Sion and connectivity and reduce pressure
Vidyavihar and a flyover forming on the existing Ghatkopar railway

one of Mumbai's major transport
challenges.

The Chief Minister emphasised
that infrastructure improvements
must address both north-south
and east-west travel. However,
the opening of individual bridges
does not mean that all sections of
the wider transport corridors are
complete. Actual reductions in
travel time will depend on traffic
volumes, connecting roads and

also demonstrate the government's
continuing emphasis on transport
infrastructure despite competing
financial demands.

Deputy Chief Minister Sunetra
Ajit Pawar participated in the
inauguration programme virtually
from Pune. Skill Development
Minister Mangal Prabhat Lodha,
Cultural Affairs Minister Ashish
Shelar, MLAs Rajhans Singh and
Parag Shah, Mayor Ritu Tawde,

Mumbai:  Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday
inaugurated three major road
bridges in Mumbai, marking an
important step towards improving
connectivity across the country's

part of the Goregaon—Mulund Link  overbridge. operational arrangements. Deputy Mayor Sanjay Ghadi
Road. The Goregaon—Mulund For motorists, the immediate and other elected representatives
Fadnavis  inaugurated the project is intended to strengthen Dbenefit is the availability of attended the programme, including

L facilities virtually and said the

east-west movement, traditionally

additional routes.

The projects

the event organised at Vidyavihar.

Maharashtra Tightens
Rules For Joint Land Sales

BAryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: The
Maharashtra  government
has introduced stricter

safeguards for the sale of
land held jointly by multiple
owners, seeking to prevent
property transactions
carried out without the
knowledge or consent of
other stakeholders.

Under the revised
requirements  announced
on Thursday, transactions
involving land recorded
under a common 7/12
extract will require the
consent or mno-objection
certificate of the other co-
holders, along with the
prescribed copy of the land-
record map.

Revenue Minister

Chandrashekhar Bawankule

has taken the initiative
to strengthen protections
against disputed
transactions.

The move addresses
complaints  that land
recorded in the names
of several people has
sometimes  been  sold
without all interested

parties being adequately
informed.

Such disputes can
lead to prolonged
litigation, uncertainty over
ownership and financial
losses for buyers.

The new requirements
are intended to ensure
that relevant ownership
interests are examined
before a sale is completed.

However, their precise

application will depend
on the official notification
and the legal nature of the
proposed transaction.

The government will
also need to ensure that
the process does not create
unnecessary obstacles for
legitimate landholders.

Revenue officials,
buyers and sellers will
require clear instructions
about the documents to be

produced.

The decision
could have significant
implications for
agricultural and jointly
inherited property

throughout Maharashtra.

Its effectiveness will
depend on consistent
enforcement and accurate
land records.

Tiger Shroft Probe Widens
To Other Stars' Homes

BAryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: The
investigation into the firing
involving actor Tiger Shroff
has taken a significant turn,
with  police discovering
that the suspected attackers
had visited buildings where
actors Salman Khan, Aamir
Khan and Ranveer Singh
live.

Investigators are
examining whether the visits
were part of a wider criminal
plan or whether the suspects
went to the locations out of
curiosity. Police have not
established that the three
actors were intended targets.

The investigation has
also uncovered an alleged
chain of individuals
involved in obtaining and

delivering the firearm used
in the attack.
Mumbai Crime Branch

officials reported elght
arrests, while two additional
suspects had been detained
in Haryana pending formal
arrest procedures.

The suspected weapon-
delivery network allegedly
involved collecting a firearm
in Amritsar and passing

it through intermediaries
before it reached Mumbai.

Two women are among
those arrested in connection
with the alleged transfer.
Investigators believe that
reconnaissance and financial
arrangements were made
before the shooting. Police
are examining suspected
payments, communications
and movements of the
accused. Security has been
strengthened around certain
celebrity residences as a
precaution. The case has
renewed concern about
organised criminal networks
targeting prominent public
figures.  However, the
suspects' alleged roles and
any wider conspiracy remain
subject to investigation and
judicial scrutiny.

BAryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: The
Brihanmumbai ~ Municipal
Corporation is planning to
use treated sewage water
to wash approximately 677
kilometres of roads, seeking
to reduce dust pollution
without placing additional
pressure on the city's
drinking-water supply.

The proposal comes
as Mumbai faces concerns
about deteriorating
air quality and water
conservation.

Road washing is one of
several measures used to
control dust generated by
traffic, construction activity
and exposed surfaces.

However, using
potable water for large-
scale cleaning can create
additional ~ pressure  on
limited supplies.

The civic administration
is therefore examining the
use of appropriately treated
wastewater as an alternative.

The approach could

support better water
management by reserving

higher-quality supplies
for  essential  domestic
requirements.

Its effectiveness will
depend on the availability of
treated water, transportation

arrangements  and  the
frequency of road cleaning.
The authorities  will

also need to ensure that
the recycled water meets
relevant safety standards for
its intended use.

The plan does not
eliminate the need to control
dust directly at construction
sites or reduce vehicle
emissions.

It should be viewed as
one component of a broader
environmental response.

For Mumbai residents,
the proposal offers the
possibility of  improved
dust management while
conserving freshwater.

Implementation details
will ~ determine  whether
the  initiative  delivers
measurable benefits.

Indian Killed In
Saudi Airport Attack

New  Delhi: India
strongly condemned attacks
on civilian infrastructure in
Saudi Arabia on Thursday
after an Indian national was
among those killed in an
assault affecting King Fahd
International ~ Airport in
Dammam.

The Indian Embassy in
Riyadh confirmed that an
Indian citizen was among
two people who lost their
lives in the attack.

Two other Indians were
among eight people injured.
The incident prompted
concern about the safety of
Indian nationals living and
working in Saudi Arabia,
which is home to a large
expatriate community.
India described the attacks
on civilian facilities as
unacceptable and expressed
concern over the threat
posed to innocent people.

The assault also affected
airport  operations,  with
reports of flight diversions

and damage to infrastructure.

Dammam is an important
commercial centre in eastern
Saudi Arabia, close to the
Persian Gulf. Disruption at
a major international airport
can affect passengers, cargo
movement and regional
connectivity. The attack
comes amid wider security
tensions in the region,
raising concerns about the
protection of transport and
energy infrastructure. The
precise circumstances of the
incident and responsibility
for the attack remain matters
requiring authoritative
confirmation.

For India, the immediate
priorities include assistance
to affected nationals and
coordination with  Saudi
authorities. The incident
underlines the vulnerability
of civilian infrastructure
during regional security
crises and the importance
of protecting international
travellers and workers.

Second Vande Bharat
Special For Delhl-Patna
; ; Q7 7 ‘v

New Delhi: Indian
Railways is preparing to
operate a second Vande
Bharat Special train
between New Delhi and
Patna, expanding premium
rail connectivity on one of
northern India's important
passenger corridors.

The additional service
is intended to provide
another travel option for
passengers using the route
during a period of increased
demand.

The Delhi-Patna
corridor carries substantial
traffic, including people
travelling for employment,
education, family visits and
religious occasions.

Festival periods often
place considerable pressure
on train  reservations,
making additional services
particularly important.

Vande Bharat trains
are designed to provide
improved passenger

and

amenities
faster journeys compared
with several conventional

relatively

services. However, the
actual  journey time,
intermediate  stops and

ticket prices depend on the
officially notified schedule
for the special service.

Passengers should
consult the railway
reservation system
before  making  travel
arrangements.

The proposed

additional service reflects
the continuing expansion
of premium passenger
operations  across  the

railway network. Indian
Railways has been
introducing Vande Bharat
services on multiple routes
as part of its passenger
transport modernisation
programme. Special trains
can also help distribute
demand  when regular
services experience heavy
booking pressure.

The development is
significant for travellers
between the national capital
and Bihar. Its practical
benefits will depend on seat
availability, punctuality
and the suitability of the
announced timetable.

Shah Hits Back At Rahul

Over Poll Charges

New Delhi: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah launched
a sharp political attack on
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday, accusing him
of making false allegations
of electoral manipulation
and repeatedly questioning
electronic voting machines
after electoral setbacks.

Shah's  remarks came
amid continuing confrontation
between the government and
Opposition over electoral-roll
revision and the functioning of
the Election Commission.

Opposition parties have
raised concerns about voter
registration procedures
and alleged irregularities
that they say could affect
democratic participation. The
BJP has rejected allegations
of systematic manipulation
and accused its political
opponents of undermining
public confidence in electoral
institutions.

The dispute has become

a prominent national political
issue, with demonstrations
and  legal proceedings
drawing attention to election
administration. However,
political accusations by either
side should not be presented
as established findings without
supporting evidence.

Questions about electoral
rolls, voting machines and
election procedures require
examination through official
records and  appropriate
institutional processes.

The Election Commission

has responsibility

b

"
administering elections
and addressing complaints

under the applicable legal

framework. For  voters,
confidlence  depends  on
transparent procedures,
accessible correction
mechanisms and fair

consideration of grievances.

Shah's  latest remarks
signal that the ruling party
intends to continue challenging
the Opposition's  narrative.
The confrontation is likely
to remain central to political
debate as parties prepare for
future electoral contests.

Modi-Tusk Talks Put
Defence T1es In Focus

New  Delhi:  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
engagement with visiting
Polish  Prime  Minister
Donald Tusk placed India-
Poland strategic relations
in focus on Thursday, as
both countries explored
opportunities to strengthen
their partnership.

Tusk arrived in New
Delhi on Wednesday for
an official visit, receiving
a welcome from Minister

of State Raj Bhushan
Chaudhary.
The Ministry of External

Affairs described the visit
as an opportunity to deepen
longstanding bilateral
relations and provide fresh
momentum to the strategic
partnership. Defence
cooperation has emerged as
an important area of interest.
Poland  has  developed
substantial military
manufacturing capabilities,
and its defence industry is
seeking opportunities  to
work with Indian partners.

For such

India,
cooperation could support
efforts to diversify defence

partnerships, strengthen
domestic manufacturing and
gain access to specialised
technologies. ~ The  two
countries also have scope
to expand economic
engagement, investment
and collaboration in other
sectors.

Poland's position within
the European Union gives
the  relationship  wider
diplomatic significance.

The visit comes amid
continuing security concerns

in Europe and growing
international attention to
defence supply chains.

However, expressions
of interest in industrial
cooperation  should not
be confused with signed
procurement contracts or
completed agreements. Any
concrete commitments will
require  separate  official
confirmation.

The visit reflects India's
continuing effort to broaden
strategic partnerships while
maintaining an independent
approach to international
relations.

Eight Weak Keys Shake

 eMudhra’s Digital Trust

e eMudhra Security Lapse Raises Questions
Over Audits, Cybersecurity Oversight

e Government orders probe as Google and
Mozilla block certificates; domestic eSign
services remain unaffected

New Delhi : A security
flaw involving eight
eMudhra digital certificate
keys has raised questions
about the safeguards behind
trusted websites, prompting
browser companies to act
and the Indian government
to launch an investigation.

The private keys were
so weak that they could be
recovered almost instantly

from publicly available
information.  Such  keys
could potentially allow

attackers to create fraudulent
certificates, impersonate
websites and  intercept
communications under
certain conditions. Google
and Mozilla blocked the
affected keys or certificates
after receiving reports on
October 17.

However, there is no
publicly confirmed evidence
that attackers exploited the
weakness or stole user data.
Google said no website
certificates linked to the

six affected intermediates
appeared in public
transparency logs before its
blocking action, protecting
clients that enforce those

checks.

eMudhra said the
certificates were created
during a key-generation

exercise in April 2025. Only
one affected intermediate
authority = had  entered
production, and  none
had issued certificates to
end wusers, according to

the company. It said an
investigation and review
of security controls were
underway.

The Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology has formed a
special team to examine the
incident. CERT-In clarified
that eMudhra’s  Indian
Digital Signature Certificate
and eSign services remain
unaffected because they use
separate infrastructure and
cryptographic keys.

The central question is
how such weak keys passed
security controls. Browser
protection also leaves a
wider task: organisations
must check applications
and systems using separate
certificate stores. Google
plans to remove the related
emSign root from Chrome’s
trust store on October 27,
requiring affected website
operators to replace their
certificate chains to avoid
disruption.
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» MAHARASHTRA

A Maharashtra to Observe Vigilance
Awareness Week From October 26

Anti-Corruption Bureau Urges Citizens to Report Bribery and Misconduct; Helpline 1064 and WhatsApp Complaint Facility Available

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai:  Maharash-
tra will observe Vigilance
Awareness  Week  from
October 26 to November
1, 2026, to raise public
awareness about corrup-
tion and encourage citizens
to participate in building a
corruption-free society. The
statewide initiative aims to
promote honesty, transpar-
ency and accountability in
government administration
while motivating people to
report corrupt practices.

The programme is
being organised in accor-
dance with the schedule an-
nounced by the Central Vig-
ilance Commission (CVC).
During the awareness week,
the focus will be on high-
lighting the harmful effects
of corruption and encourag-
ing citizens to take an active
role in preventing such prac-
tices in public offices.

The  Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) has empha-
sised that corruption causes

|
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serious damage to society
and weakens public trust
in government institutions.
It can affect the delivery of
public services, create diffi-
culties for ordinary citizens
and undermine the princi-
ples of fair and transparent
administration. The bureau
has stressed that sustained
public awareness is neces-
sary to prevent corruption
and strengthen accountabil-

1ty.

As part of the initiative,
citizens have been urged to
report cases in which state
government officers or em-
ployees allegedly demand
bribes, engage in corrupt
activities or are suspected of
involvement in corruption.
The ACB has appealed to
people not to remain silent
when they encounter such
incidents and to approach

the appropriate authorities
with relevant information.
Additional Commis-
sioner of Police, Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau, Mumbai,
Sandeep Diwan, appealed
to citizens to contact the bu-
reau immediately whenever
they encounter incidents of
alleged corruption. The ap-
peal highlights the impor-
tance of timely reporting in
helping the authorities take

appropriate action and in-
vestigate complaints.

The ACB has provided
several channels through
which citizens can register
complaints and share infor-
mation about corruption-re-
lated matters. People can
visit the Anti-Corruption
Bureau, Greater Mumbai
Division, at 91, Sir Poch-
khanawala Road, Worli,
Mumbai, to submit their
complaints or seek assis-
tance.

Citizens can also con-
tact the bureau through its
toll-free  helpline, 1064.
Additional telephone num-
bers available for reporting
corruption-related  matters
are 022-24921212 and 022-
24922618. These contact
options are intended to
make it easier for people
to approach the bureau and
bring suspected corrupt
practices to the attention of
the authorities.The bureau
has also made online facili-
ties available for submitting
complaints and information.

Mumbai Police Impose Restrictions on
Public Gatherings Until October 25

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: The Mumbai
Police have imposed prohib-
itory orders across the juris-
diction of the Brihanmum-
bai Police Commissionerate
until October 25, 2026, to
maintain peace, prevent dis-
turbances and ensure public
order. The restrictions reg-
ulate certain public gather-
ings and activities that could
potentially affect law and
order in the city. The order
applies to the areas falling
under the Mumbai Police
Commissionerate, while
specific routine, social, re-
ligious, institutional and
commercial activities have
been exempted from its pro-
visions.

The prohibitory order
has been issued by the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Po-
lice (Operations) under the
powers granted by the Ma-
harashtra Police Act, 1951.
The notification outlines the
activities that are restricted
during the specified period
and clarifies the circum-
stances under which people
may continue their regular
activities. The police have
stated that the measure is

intended to help authorities
maintain peace and prevent
situations that could disrupt
public life.

According to the notifi-
cation, gatherings of five or
more persons are prohibited
during the period covered by
the order, subject to the ex-
emptions mentioned in the
notification. The restrictions
also cover processions and
certain activities involving
groups assembled in pub-
lic places. The order seeks
to regulate large gatherings
and organised activities that
may require police attention
to ensure that public order is
maintained throughout the
city.The notification also
places restrictions on the use
of loudspeakers and musical
bands by assembled groups,
along with the bursting of
firecrackers. These activ-
ities are covered by the
prohibitory order, except
where specific exemptions
apply. Residents, organisers
and other concerned groups
have been advised to follow
the conditions laid down by
the police and avoid activi-
ties that fall within the scope
of the restrictions.

However, the order does

not impose a blanket ban on
all gatherings or normal ac-
tivities across Mumbai. Sev-
eral social and family func-
tions have been exempted to
ensure that routine personal
and community events can
continue. Wedding cere-
monies and other functions
associated with marriage
traditions are among the
activities excluded from the
restrictions. These exemp-
tions allow people to carry
out customary celebrations,
subject to the applicable
rules and any other permis-
sions that may be required.

The notification also
exempts lawful meetings
of companies, cooperative
societies and other regis-
tered organisations. Club
events and social gatherings
covered by the specified ex-
emptions are also permitted.
Regular meetings and ac-
tivities conducted by coop-
erative societies and other
organisations as part of their
lawful operations will not be
affected by the prohibitory
order. The exemptions are
intended to ensure that legit-
imate organisational work
can continue without unnec-
essary disruption.

Western Railway Announces Udhna—Amravati
Weekly Superfast Special Train to Clear Festive Rush

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: In a welcome move for
festive travelers, Western Railway has
announced the operation of a weekly
Superfast Special train between Udhna
(Surat) and Amravati to accommodate
the heavy passenger rush during the
upcoming festive season. Operating on
special fares, the service will complete
a total of 12 trips in both directions, of-
fering direct, fast, and convenient con-
nectivity between South Gujarat and
the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra.

According to an official press re-

lease issued by Chief Public Relations
Officer Shri Vineet Abhishek, Train
No. 09013 (Udhna—Amravati Super-
fast Special) will depart from Udhna
every Monday at 11:30 hrs and reach
Amravati at 21:20 hrs on the same day.
The service will operate weekly from
October 26 to November 30, 2026. In
the return direction, Train No. 09014
(Amravati—-Udhna Superfast Special)
will leave Amravati every Monday at
23:30 hrs and arrive in Udhna at 09:35
hrs the following morning, running
across the same operational period.

To cater to a wide range of passen-

gers, the special train will feature a mix
of AC Chair Car, Sleeper Class, Gener-
al Second Seating, and General Second
Class coaches. Enroute, the train will
make strategic halts at major interme-
diate stations including Vyara, Nan-
durbar, Amalner, Jalgaon, Bhusaval,
Malkapur, Shegaon, Akola, and Bad-
nera in both directions. Bookings for
Train No. 09013 will open on October
24, 2026, across all Passenger Reser-
vation System counters and the official
IRCTC portal. Detailed schedules and
coach compositions are accessible on
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

Western Railway Intensifies Drinking Water Surveillance, Achieving
Flawless 100% Pass Rate in Safety Tests Across Network

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: Reaffirming
its unwavering dedication to
passenger welfare and pub-
lic health, Western Railway
has significantly intensified
its comprehensive drinking
water quality surveillance
across stations and railway
colonies during September
and October 2026. Recog-
nizing that clean and potable
water is an indispensable
pillar of passenger comfort,

the national transporter has
maintained a rigorous mon-
itoring framework to shield
commuters, children, and
senior citizens from wa-
terborne risks during their
travels. According to an of-
ficial press release issued by
Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer Shri Vineet Abhishek,
the Medical Department
executed extensive water
testing across the network
between September 1 and
October 20, 2026. High-

lighting the extraordinary
efficacy of the sanitation
protocols, all 15,936 resid-
ual chlorine tests conducted
to evaluate disinfection suc-
cessfully passed. Further-
more, all 2,674 bacteriologi-
cal tests aimed at confirming
microbiological safety also
recorded a flawless 100
percent pass rate. This re-
markable achievement
underscores Western Rail-
way’s meticulous approach
to systematic sampling. By

combining stringent residu-
al chlorine evaluations with
advanced  Dbacteriological
screening, health inspectors
ensure that potential con-
tamination risks are proac-
tively neutralized. Beyond
operating trains, Western
Railway continues to cham-
pion public health standards,
ensuring that millions of
passengers and railway col-
ony residents enjoy safe,
hygienic, and worry-free
journeys.

Sleeper Car Heist Solved: STF and Nerul Crime Branch Arrest Notorious
Thief in Madhya Pradesh, Recover Gold Jewelry Worth Rs 49 Lakh

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: Proving once
again that vigilance is para-
mount during long-distance
train journeys, joint efforts
by the Special Task Force
and the Nerul Railway
Crime Branch have success-
fully cracked a high-profile
theft case. Authorities ar-
rested a repeat offender from
Satna, Madhya Pradesh, and
recovered stolen gold jew-
elry and valuables worth
approximately Rs 49 lakh,
which were pilfered while
a family slept soundly
aboard an express train.

The dramatic case unfolded
when the victim, 62-year-
old Borivali resident Ranjit
Chavan, was returning to
Mumbai with his family fol-
lowing the Ganesh festival
celebrations. Boarding the
Sawantwadi-CSMT Express
from Chiplun station late at
night, Chavan’s wife placed
a brown purse containing
heavy gold ornaments and
two smartphones right un-
der her pillow before falling
asleep.

However, when the
train pulled into Panvel sta-
tion, the family awoke to a
nightmare—the  precious

purse was gone. The stolen
bounty included traditional
gold treasures such as man-
galsutras, ranihars, lakshmi-
hars, gold beaded necklaces,
bangles, and rings, along-
side an iPhone and another
smartphone, totaling nearly
Rs 49.22 lakh. A formal case
was promptly registered at
the Panvel railway police
station.

Recognizing the grav-
ity of the massive heist, an
elite team led by STF Assis-
tant Police Inspector Lahu
Satpute and Nerul Unit
Assistant Police Inspector
Gajanan Darade launched

a meticulous manhunt. Le-
veraging advanced technical
intelligence and confidential
informants,  investigators
unmasked the perpetrator as
Krishnakumar Ramashray
Pandey (40), a habitual of-
fender with prior criminal
records.

Acting swiftly on ac-
tionable intelligence, a po-
lice team rushed to Satna,
Madhya Pradesh. With vital
support from local Nagoud
police, officers closed in and
apprehended Pandey from
Harduwa Mohalla. During
intense interrogation, the
accused confessed to the

crime. Police successfully
recovered 358.67 grams of
sparkling gold ornaments
valued at Rs 48,30,790,
along with the two stolen
mobile phones. Investiga-
tors revealed that Pandey
is a seasoned criminal with
four prior theft cases regis-
tered against him in Kalyan
and Ratnagiri dating back to
2014 and 2015.

This swift cross-state
operation highlights the re-
lentless pursuit of justice by
railway law enforcement,
ensuring passenger security
across the Konkan and sub-
urban transit corridors.

Central Railway to Boost Commuter Capacity with 18 New
15-Coach Local Train Services on CSMT-Kasara Route

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai: In a major
travel update that brings sig-
nificant relief to suburban
commuters in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region, Cen-
tral Railway is set to expand
its 15-coach local train net-
work to the Kasara corridor.
The ongoing infrastructure
extension work to accom-
modate 15-coach rake oper-
ations along the Kasara line
is progressing rapidly and
is scheduled for completion
by November 15, 2026.
Following the completion
of this key project, Central

15-coach local train services
on the busy Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj Terminus to
Kasara section, effectively
upgrading existing 12-coach
services to higher-capacity
rakes.

This expansion marks
the second phase of Central
Railway’s  comprehensive
plan to augment suburban
carrying capacity. Follow-
ing the first phase of the
15-coach expansion project,
Central Railway successful-
ly added 32 15-coach ser-
vices in August. Currently,
Central Railway operates 54
15-coach local train services

With the rollout of the sec-
ond phase and the introduc-
tion of 18 upgraded services
on the Kasara route, the to-
tal number of 15-coach lo-
cal train services on Central
Railway will reach 72. The
conversion from 12-coach
to 15-coach rakes will aug-
ment passenger carrying
capacity by 25 percent per
trip, offering much-needed
comfort, reducing platform
congestion, and ensuring
smoother, safer daily com-
mutes for thousands of pas-
sengers traveling between
central Mumbai and the
extended northeastern sub-

Railway plans to launch 18

across its suburban network.

urbs.

Western Railway’s Mumbai Division Conducts
Rail Jan Samvaad Across 93 Stations

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai Western
Railway’s Mumbai Division
organised an extensive ‘Rail
Jan Samvaad’ programme
across 93 railway stations on
October 22, 2026, under the
ongoing Special Campaign
6.0. The initiative aimed to
strengthen direct commu-
nication between railway
authorities and passengers,
improve public facilities,
address grievances and pro-
mote cleanliness across the
railway network. More than
1,000 passengers participat-
ed in the programme and
shared their feedback, sug-
gestions and concerns with
railway officials.

According to a press
release issued by Western
Railway Chief Public Re-
lations Officer Shri Vineet
Abhishek, the programme
involved senior railway
officials, station managers
and staff members across
the Mumbai Division. The
initiative provided passen-
gers with an opportunity to
communicate directly with
the railway administration
and highlight issues related
to train services, station fa-
cilities, passenger amenities
and sanitation.

The Rail Jan Samvaad
programme formed part
of Special Campaign 6.0,
which focuses on cleanli-
ness, better management of
public spaces and the timely
resolution of pending mat-
ters. Through this initiative,
Western Railway sought to
encourage greater citizen

participation and make rail-
way services more respon-
sive to the needs and expec-
tations of passengers.

A key highlight of the
programme was the par-
ticipation of Western Rail-
way General Manager Shri
Ramashray Pandey, who
personally interacted with
commuters at Mumbai
Central station. He listened
to passengers’ concerns,
responded to their queries
and reviewed the condition
of passenger amenities at
the station. His interaction
was aimed at understanding
issues directly from rail us-
ers and identifying matters
requiring the attention of the
railway administration.

During his interaction,
Shri Pandey assured pas-
sengers that issues requiring
immediate attention would
be taken up promptly. He
said railway officials would
actively follow up on the
matters raised until they
were resolved. The empha-

sis on follow-up action was
intended to ensure that the
programme resulted in prac-
tical improvements rather

e

than remaining limited to
collecting passenger feed-
back.

The General Manager
also appealed to passengers
to contribute to maintaining
cleanliness at railway sta-
tions.

He encouraged com-
muters to use dustbins and
bottle crushers and avoid
littering station premises.
The appeal highlighted the
importance of cooperation
between railway authorities
and passengers in maintain-
ing clean and hygienic pub-
lic spaces.

Shri Pandey also en-
couraged passengers to use
digital facilities for ticket-
ing. He advised commuters
to make use of the RailOne
app and QR codes to save
time and access ticketing
services conveniently. The
promotion of digital options

formed part of the broader
effort to improve passenger
convenience and encourage
the use of available railway
services.

Following his interac-
tion at Mumbai Central, Shri
Pandey also spoke with pas-
sengers travelling on a Mail/
Express train and sought
their feedback. This allowed
the railway administration
to hear from passengers
during their journeys and
understand their experienc-
es beyond station premises.
The interaction covered the
broader objective of im-
proving passenger comfort
and service delivery.

Shri Pradeep Kumar,
Additional General Manag-
er of Western Railway, par-
ticipated in the programme
at Churchgate station, where
he interacted directly with
daily commuters. His en-
gagement reaffirmed the di-
vision’s focus on responsive
administration, effective
grievance handling and the
delivery of better passenger
services.

Shri Tarun Jain, Princi-
pal Chief Commercial Man-
ager of Western Railway,
also took part in the Swach-
hata Abhiyan at Churchgate
station.

He participated along-
side railway officers and em-
ployees in activities aimed
at promoting cleanliness
and improving the condition
of railway premises. The in-
volvement of senior officials
underlined the importance
being given to cleanliness as
part of the campaign.

Rail Jan Samvad Organised at 70 Stations
Across Central Railway’s Bhusawal Division

Aryan Age Correspondent

Bhusawal Central Railway’s
Bhusawal Division organised the ‘Rail
Jan Samvad’ programme at 70 railway
stations across the division on Oc-
tober 22, 2026. The initiative aimed
to strengthen direct communication
between railway officials and passen-
gers, understand their grievances and
suggestions, and improve the quality
of railway services through public par-
ticipation.

The programme was conducted as
part of Indian Railways’ nationwide
efforts to improve passenger facilities
and encourage citizens to contribute to
the development of railway services.
Through direct interactions, railway
officials sought to understand the dif-
ficulties faced by passengers during
their journeys and identify areas where
improvements were needed.

The initiative was organised un-
der Special Campaign 6.0 for Swach-
hata and Disposal of Pending Matters
(SCDPM-6), which is being conducted
across all Zonal Railways and railway
units from October 2 to October 31,
2026. The campaign focuses on clean-
liness, better management of offices
and public spaces, proper disposal of
scrap and electronic waste, and in-
creased public participation.

As part of the nationwide cam-
paign, Rail Jan Samvad programmes
are being organised at more than 7,000
railway stations across the country.
The initiative provides an opportunity
for passengers to communicate directly
with railway authorities and share their
experiences, concerns and expectations
regarding railway services.

At the 70 stations covered by the
Bhusawal Division, railway officials
interacted with passengers to collect
feedback on station facilities, cleanli-
ness, passenger amenities and the over-
all quality of services. The discussions

were aimed at understanding both the
difficulties faced by travellers and the
improvements they would like to see at
railway stations.

Senior railway officials, station
managers, railway staff, public rep-
resentatives, passenger associations,
school students, and members of the
Zonal Railway Users’ Consultative
Committee (ZRUCC) and Divisional
Railway Users’” Consultative Commit-
tee (DRUCC) participated in the pro-
grammes. Their participation helped
bring together different groups with an
interest in improving railway facilities
and passenger services.

The guiding theme of the initiative
was “Voice of the People, Ideas of the
Youth, Solutions for Railways.” The
theme highlighted the importance of
listening to passengers and encourag-
ing young people to contribute practi-
cal ideas for addressing railway-related
issues.

Special emphasis was placed on
youth participation. School students
and young citizens were encouraged
to share their views and suggestions,
helping them understand the impor-
tance of public involvement in improv-

ing public services. Their participation
also supported the campaign’s objec-
tive of bringing fresh ideas into dis-
cussions about passenger facilities and
station management.

At Bhusawal Railway Station,
the programme was led by Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) Shri Punit
Agrawal. Senior divisional officials
were also present. They interacted di-
rectly with passengers to understand
their grievances, suggestions and ex-
pectations regarding station facilities
and railway services. Passengers and
school students participated in the
discussions.At Jalgaon Railway Sta-
tion, the programme was attended by
Hon’ble Member of Parliament Smt.
Smita Uday Wagh. Shri Satish Singh
Chauhan, Chief Works Manager, Elec-
tric Loco Shed, Bhusawal, and Shri
Dilip Kharat, Senior Divisional Person-
nel Officer, Bhusawal, were also pres-
ent, along with other railway officers,
station managers and staff members.
The interactions at Jalgaon provided an
opportunity for passengers to commu-
nicate their concerns and suggestions
to railway officials and representatives.

The programme formed part of the
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FDA Suspends Llcences Of Four Mumbai Food Qutlets

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai : The Maha-
rashtra Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has sus-
pended the licences of four
food establishments over
alleged hygiene violations.
Arabian Shawarma Cafe
and Fast Food in Borivali,
Nath Fast Food and Nair
on Fire Cloud Kitchen in
Mahim were among those
penalised. Bikaner Sweets
and Namkin was also issued
a closure notice. Inspectors
reportedly found unclean
kitchens and drainage sys-
tems, rusted utensils, miss-
ing medical certificates of
workers, the mixing of re-
turned pav with fresh pav
and the use of unauthorised
colours. Separately, in-
spections at Shree Sadguru
Foods and Shree Ganesh
Farsan and Sweet Mart in

l

................

LICENCE

This Food Establishmont's Licen

SUSPENDED |

because they contained co-
louring agents. In another
operation, the FDA seized
banned pan masala and
scented tobacco worth Rs
7.06 lakh in Mumbai. The
wider crackdown resulted in
the seizure of goods worth
approximately Rs 3.11 crore
as authorities intensified
action against food safety
violations and prohibited
products.

CCTV Captures Accused Leaving Andheri Hotel Before Juhu Firing

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai : CCTV foot-
age from RR Residency in
Andheri East has reported-
ly captured three accused
leaving the hotel around
three hours before the Oc-
tober 18 firing incident near
a football ground in Juhu in
the case involving actor Ti-
ger Shroff.

Recorded between 4.12

pm and 4.13 pm, the foot-
age allegedly shows one
man carrying a blue bag
containing a pistol, fol-
lowed by two others leav-
ing on a Pulsar motorcycle.
The men reportedly trav-
elled from Chakala towards
Juhu, where the firing took
place around 7 pm. The ho-
tel is approximately eight
kilometres from the inci-
dent site.

The accused reportedly
stayed in Room No. 201,
booked under the names
Ankit and Mandeep Nain,
while two men were al-
legedly identified as shoot-
ers Phool Singh and Rehan.
They are suspected of using
fake Aadhaar cards to book
the room and reportedly
went outside to eat during
their stay. Investigators
are examining the CCTV

footage, hotel records and
the identities used during
booking to establish the
suspects’ movements be-
fore the firing. The record-
ings could provide import-
ant clues in reconstructing
the events leading up to the
incident. The footage is ex-
pected to help police verify
the sequence of events and
gather further evidence in
the ongoing investigation.

Kandivli on October
15 led to the seizure
of products worth Rs
25,195.

Officials confiscat-
ed potato and banana
wafers, garlic sev, pea-
nut bhujia and schez-
wan sticks from Shree
Sadguru Foods in Kan-
divli East. Jalebi and
maharaja halwa worth
Rs 3,150 were also
seized and destroyed

MBMC Seeks Police Probe
Into Civic Meeting Violence

Aryan Age Correspondent

Bhayandar : The Mi-
ra-Bhayandar ~ Municipal
Corporation (MBMC) has
asked the Bhayandar police
to investigate the alleged
violence during its General
Body meeting on October
16. Following directions
from Municipal Commis-
sioner Radhabinod Sharma,
Additional Commissioner
Dr Sachin Bangar sent an
official letter to the police
on October 19.

The clash reportedly
began after suspicions that
RTI activists in the specta-
tor gallery were recording
the proceedings. BJP corpo-
rators allegedly entered the
gallery forcibly and assault-
ed citizens and activists.

MSF  personnel and
police officers who inter-
vened were also reportedly
manhandled. Video footage
appeared to show a female
corporator raising her hand
against a police sub-in-
spector in civilian clothes.
Journalists were allegedly
assaulted, and their mobile

phones were snatched
and thrown to the
ground.

Police initially
detained four people
and a local journalist,
while RTT activists and
BJP corporators filed
cross-complaints. BJP

leader Narendra Mehta and
party workers later marched
to the Commissioner’s res-
idence. The administration
subsequently registered a
case against the RTI activ-
ists for allegedly obstruct-
ing government  work,
triggering public  anger
and accusations of politi-
cal pressure. The Marathi
Ekkikaran Samiti, MNS,
Congress, both Shiv Sena
factions, AAP and local or-
ganisations staged a sit-in
outside the Commissioner’s
office. An emergency meet-
ing was later held with po-
lice officials, political rep-
resentatives and citizens.
The Commissioner di-
rected the administration

action would depend on
the findings.

The incident has
sparked demands for
accountability, with
residents and political
groups urging the au-
thorities to ensure an
impartial investigation.
The police are con-
tinuing their inquiry
to establish individual
responsibility and de-
termine the next course
of legal action. The
outcome of the probe is
expected to be closely
watched amid grow-
ing public concern over
the alleged assault and
the conduct of elected
representatives.

to seek a thorough in-
vestigation, while po-
lice said further legal
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Whose Hands Are
Behind the Shooting?

An actor narrowly escaped a shooting incident, but the
investigation has now uncovered traces of suspects’ move-
ments leading to the residences of three other prominent ac-
tors. Was this an isolated attack on Tiger Shroff, or the begin-
ning of a larger criminal conspiracy? This new investigation
has revived memories of the underworld, which once held
the Mumbeai film industry in its grip. While reports indicate
that suspects visited buildings linked to the residences of
Salman Khan, Aamir Khan, and Ranveer Singh, the motive
remains unclear. However, if different individuals were in-
volved from procuring firearms to carrying out the actual
shooting the issue extends beyond the gunmen themselves;
it points to the hands pulling the strings from behind the
scenes.

There was a time when the Mumbai film industry was
held hostage by threats from the underworld. Extorting mon-
ey from producers, intimidating artists, and establishing ter-
ror through the barrel of a gun had become the modus ope-
randi of these criminals. Times changed; the Mumbai Police
dismantled several gangs, allowing the film industry to
breathe freely once again. Yet, new information emerging
from the investigation into the shooting at Tiger Shroff’s car
has sounded an alarm. Investigators have discovered that
suspects visited locations associated with the homes of
Salman Khan, Aamir Khan, and Ranveer Singh. An inquiry
is underway to determine whether there was a plot to target
these actors as well. The matter is no longer limited to the
attack on Tiger Shroff; the real question is how deeply rooted
these attempts to re-establish the terror of organized crime in
Mumbeai truly are.On October 18, shots were fired at Tiger
Shroft’s car in Juhu. The actor escaped unharmed; However,
his driverand a civilian were injured. Following the incident,
the Mumbai Police launched a swift investigation. Three
suspects were apprehended in Kota, Rajasthan, which was
followed by further operations in Delhi, Haryana, and other
locations. The police have stated that the total number of ar-
rests in this case has now reached ten. This operation was
carried out with the cooperation of the Mumbai Crime
Branch alongside police forces from Delhi, Rajasthan, and
Haryana a development that is certainly welcome. When
criminals operate across state borders, investigative agen-
cies must prioritize coordination over squabbling for credit.
That said, the arrest of ten individuals does not necessarily
mean the entire criminal network has been dismantled.The
chain of arms supply uncovered during the investigation is
particularly concerning. According to the police, pistols and
ammunition were procured from a location in Amritsar and
then transported to Mumbai via Delhi, involving several dif-
ferent individuals. It is alleged that two women brought the
weapons to Mumbai by train; the investigation has revealed
that they were lured into doing so with the promise of money.
In this modus operandi, the roles procuring the weapons,
transporting them, delivering them, and carrying out the ac-
tual shooting are handled by separate individuals. Conse-
quently, the arrest of one person does not guarantee that they
possess information about the entire network, which poses a
significant challenge for investigative agencies. Even more
alarming is the exploitation of young people for criminal ac-
tivities.Driven by the lure of a few thousand rupees, the de-
sire to project an association with notorious gangsters, or a
craving for fame on social media, young people can easily be
drawn into the web of crime. The masterminds, who keep
themselves at a safe distance, place guns in the hands of oth-
ers. Furthermore, by issuing messages claiming responsibil-
ity after a shooting, they ensure that their own names remain
in the spotlight.Responsibility for the attack involving Tiger
Shroff has been claimed in the name of the Bishnoi gang.
However, there is a distinction between claims made on so-
cial media and a crime proven in a court of law. It must be
established through evidence who ordered this attack, who
provided the funding, and who the actual mastermind was.
The information regarding the suspects visiting the resi-
dences of other actors must also be viewed with the same
level of caution. It remains unclear whether these visits were
part of a premeditated attack or if they occurred for other
reasons. It would be premature to conclude that there was a
definitive plot to attack any specific actor before the investi-
gation is complete; nevertheless, this information cannot be
ignored.Given the recent shooting outside Salman Khan’s
residence, the murder of Baba Siddique, and the threats re-
ceived by various individuals in the film industry, it is im-
perative for the police to investigate every suspicious move-
ment. If criminal gangs are attempting to spread terror by
targeting prominent figures, they must be stopped in time.
Mumbeai’s history serves as a cautionary tale in this regard.
At one point, film producers were frequently threatened by
gangs led by the likes of Dawood Ibrahim, Chhota Rajan,
and Abu Salem. Extortion and criminal pressure forced
many in the film industry to work in an environment of con-
stant fear. The 1997 murder of music mogul Gulshan Kumar
shocked the entire nation, exposing the terrifying extent of
criminal pressure on the film fraternity.In the years that fol-
lowed, the Mumbai Police undertook major operations
against organized crime, which diminished the dominance
of'the old-school underworld. However, the nature of crime
is constantly evolving. Threats that were once delivered in
person are now issued via social media. Financial transac-
tions are routed through various accounts, and criminals
now leverage modern technology for communication. Con-
sequently, the police must also enhance and strengthen their
investigative methods.A thorough investigation must be
conducted into the financial transactions, telephonic com-
munications, and travel history of the suspects involved in
this case. It is essential to trace the origin of the weapons,
identify who supplied them, and determine the exact sum
paid for the shooting. Recovering the weapons used in the
crime is also crucial, as a legal case must be built upon con-
crete evidence rather than mere confessions. While provid-
ing security to individuals in the film industry is necessary,
the broader issue concerns the safety of every citizen in
Mumbai. The driver injured during the shooting at Tiger
Shroft’s vehicle, as well as other bystanders on the road, are
also victims of'this crime. A bullet fired from a criminal’s gun
makes no distinction between a celebrity and an ordinary
person. Therefore, security arrangements cannot be con-
fined solely to the residences of prominent actors. There
must be sustained action against the illegal supply of weap-
ons, extortion networks, and gangs that recruit criminals.
The Mumbai Police deserve commendation for apprehend-
ing suspects and accelerating the investigation; however, the
real test begins now. The entire chain from those who carried
out the shooting to the suppliers of the weapons, and ulti-
mately the masterminds who issued the orders must be
brought within the reach of the law. It is not the publicity
surrounding their threats that bolsters the strength of these
criminals; rather, it is the lack of punishment that emboldens
them. Consequently, the investigation must be not only swift
but also impartial and firmly rooted in evidence. Mumbai
belongs to its artists, workers, entrepreneurs, and ordinary
citizens; it must not be allowed to fall once again under the
shadow of criminal terror. Apprehending the gunmen is
merely the beginning; the true conclusion must be the cap-
ture of the masterminds behind them.

‘Seva Samman ParVv’
and ‘Yuva Prabodhan’

The President of India,
Smt  Droupadi Murmu
graced ‘Seva Samman Parv’
and ‘Yuva Prabodhan’ on the
occasion of the Nuakhai fes-
tival in Raipur, Chhattisgarh
today (October 22, 2026).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the President said that
Nuakhai Milan Samaroh is
not merely a cultural cele-
bration; it is a tribute to our
rich traditions, social har-
mony and unity. Such occa-
sions provide us with an op-
portunity to reconnect with
our roots, take pride in our
cultural heritage, and pass on
the life values to future gen-
erations.

The President stated that
the Nuakhai festival is a cel-
ebration of our agricultural
traditions, an expression of
gratitude toward nature and a
testament to the spirit of
community.

This festival reminds us
that food is not just a means
to satisfy hunger; it is a sym-
bol of the hard work of our
farmers, the generosity of
Mother Earth and the invalu-
able gifts of nature. She un-
derlined that it is our collec-
tive responsibility to respect
food, acknowledge the con-
tributions of our farmers,
and protect our natural re-
sources.

Addressing the youth

"s

present in large numbers the
President said that circum-
stances may vary, and chal-
lenges may differ; yet, youth
should possess a deep-seated
drive to innovate, to create
something better, and to es-
tablish their own unique
identity. She said that when
they align their individual
endeavours with collective
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and national goals, they pave
the way for the nation’s prog-
ress. She advised them to
dream big, broaden their ho-
rizons, uphold the highest
standards of conduct, and
place service to society and
the nation at the centre of
their endeavours. She en-
couraged the youth to pursue
every endeavour with hon-

esty, integrity and sensitivi-
ty. She emphasised that na-
tion-building is not
accomplished through major
decisions alone, but also
through the small, sincere ef-
forts of millions of citizens.
She urged them to combine
knowledge with humility,
ambition with ethical values,
and success with a spirit of

.‘.1
service, highlighting that
these  qualities  would

strengthen their contribution
to the vision of a Viksit
Bharat.

The President was hap-
py to note the participation of
a large number of women in
the Nuakhai Milan Samaroh.
She said that the nation is
moving forward with the

goal of a Viksit Bharat by the
year 2047. To achieve this
goal, the equal participation
of women is absolutely es-
sential. She urged all women
to participate actively in the
affairs of the nation and soci-
ety. She said that when they
progress, the benefits will
extend not only to them or
their family but to the entire
society and the nation. She
urged men, especially the
youth, to provide an environ-
ment for their sisters and
daughters in which they can
realize their dreams without
any barriers. She said that re-
spect for women should not
merely be expressed in
words; it must be reflected in
their behaviour, mindset,
and daily conduct.

The President was hap-
py to note that through the
efforts of the central and state
governments, combined
with their own strength of
will, the youth of Chhattis-
garh have moved away from
the path of Naxalism and
joined the mainstream. The
light of development is now
replacing the darkness of ter-
ror. She said that this trans-
formation is leading to the
well-being of the young
people and their families
while accelerating the devel-
opment of the state and the
country.
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“Saveboth people andfields”

Union Minister for Agriculture
and Farmers” Welfare and Rural
Development, Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, on Thursday launched
the nationwide ‘Khet Bachao Abhi-
yan’ from the historic town of
Taraori in Karnal district, Haryana.
The campaign aims to raise aware-
ness about the need to protect agri-
cultural land, promote balanced use
of chemical fertilisers and pesti-
cides, and encourage farming prac-
tices that safeguard soil health.

Addressing farmers, agricul-
tural scientists and government of-
ficials who joined the programme
virtually from Krishi Vigyan Kend-
ras (KVKs) and agricultural institu-
tions across the country, Chouhan
highlighted the growing impor-
tance of sustainable agriculture. He
warned that the excessive and un-
balanced use of chemical fertilisers
and pesticides could damage the
soil and threaten the long-term pro-
ductivity of agricultural land.The
Union Minister cautioned that if
these practices continued without
proper control, the earth could
eventually lose its ability to pro-
duce healthy crops. He also warned
that excessive exposure to harmful
chemicals could pose risks to hu-
man health. His remarks underlined
the need to protect both agricultural
resources and the well-being of
people who depend on them.Chou-
han called for a comprehensive
public awareness campaign in ev-
ery village across the country from
October 22 to November 30, 2026.
The campaign is intended to bring
the message of soil conservation
and responsible agricultural prac-
tices directly to farming communi-
ties. The nationwide outreach is ex-
pected to involve farmers,
agricultural experts, local institu-
tions and government officials.
Through village-level awareness
activities, the initiative seeks to en-
courage greater understanding of
the effects of unbalanced chemical
use and the importance of maintain-
ing soil fertility. The launch from
Taraori in Karnal district placed the
focus on the role of farmers in pro-
tecting the country's agricultural
resources. Soil health is an impor-
tant factor in crop production, and
agricultural practices that preserve
soil quality can help sustain pro-
ductivity over time.Chemical fer-
tilisers and pesticides are used in
agriculture to support crop growth
and control pests. However, their
application needs to be appropriate
to crop requirements and local con-
ditions. The campaign's message
emphasises the importance of bal-
anced use and greater awareness of
the potential consequences of ex-
cessive application.

Haryana’s farmers have
shown the way forward for the
entire country

Addressing a large farmers’
convention held on the historic land
of Taraori, Union Agriculture Min-
ister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said that Haryana’s farmers were
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remarkable for their hard work,
dedication and willingness to ex-
periment with new approaches. He
observed that progressive farmers
from Haryana were writing a new
chapter of agricultural transforma-
tion not only in their own state but
also in states such as Madhya
Pradesh, where they were promot-
ing modern and natural farming
practices. Emphasising Haryana’s
influence on agricultural progress
across the country, he said that
when Haryana showed the way, the
entire nation moved forward in that
direction. He added that Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, too,
felt deeply concerned about the de-
teriorating health of Mother Earth
and the need to improve the condi-
tion of the country’s agricultural
land.

Major benefit for Haryana
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana

During the programme, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, in his ca-
pacity as Union Rural Develop-
ment Minister, made a major an-
nouncement for rural poor families
in Haryana. He said that the central
government had approved the con-
struction of 28,422 permanent
houses for eligible poor families in
the state under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. An amount 0of 31,343
crore and %6 lakh had been sanc-
tioned for this purpose. Shri Chou-
han handed over the formal approv-
al letter for this significant
allocation to Haryana Agriculture
and Animal Husbandry Minister
Shri Shyam Singh Rana, who was
present on the stage. The approval
is expected to help thousands of
economically disadvantaged fami-
lies in the state realise their dream
of owning a permanent home.

Affordable fertilisers do not
mean indiscriminate use; the
government is bearing the subsi-
dy burden

Speaking about fertiliser prices
and the government’s commitment

to farmers, Union Minister Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that
despiterising prices in international
markets, the central government,
under the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi, was en-
suring that farmers did not face any
additional financial burden. The
government was bearing a substan-
tial fertiliser subsidy of more than
1.5 lakh crore to ensure that farm-
ers could continue to obtain a bag of
urea for just 3266 and a bag of DAP
for ¥1,350. However, he cautioned
farmers against assuming that the
availability of affordable fertilisers
justified their excessive use. “Get-
ting fertilisers at affordable prices
certainly does not mean that we
should keep applying four bags of
urea to our fields. It is a misconcep-
tion that applying more fertiliser
will produce a bigger harvest. Ap-
plying fertilisers without need is
like wasting our hard-earned mon-
ey and poisoning the soil. Just as a
person can become ill by taking
medicines without being sick, ex-
cessive fertiliser use is making the
health of our Mother Earth deterio-
rate,” he said. He added that India
was now moving towards the use of
green ammonia, which would help
the country become fully self-reli-
ant (atmanirbhar) in fertiliser pro-
duction in the future.

Pesticides are turning the hu-
man body into a breeding ground
for diseases; both people and
fields must be protected

Highlighting the serious conse-
quences of chemical-intensive
farming, Shri Shivraj Singh Chou-
han said that consuming food pro-
duced with poisonous pesticides
and excessive, uncontrolled fertil-
iser use was increasingly turning
the human body into a breeding
ground for serious diseases. He ob-
served that air, water and food were
essential for human survival, and
that ancient scriptures regarded
food as Brahma, or the divine. Ifthe
food itself became impure, he
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warned, the very existence of hu-
man civilisation could be threat-
ened. He stressed that the present
effort was not merely a struggle to
protect soil but a sacred mission to
safeguard both agricultural land
and human life. Protecting the
health of the fields, he emphasised,
was inseparable from protecting
the health of the people who de-
pended on them.

Three practical principles for
soil conservation

Union Minister Shri Chouhan
outlined three key measures that
farmers could adopt to preserve soil
fertility and maintain productive
agricultural land.

Balanced fertiliser use based on
Soil Health Cards: Farmers should
check their Soil Health Cards on
their mobile phones and identify
which nutrients are deficient in
their soil. They should then apply
only the required fertilisers, in bal-
anced quantities, to address those
deficiencies rather than using fertil-
isers  indiscriminately.Changing
the crop cycle through crop rota-
tion: Instead of repeatedly growing
paddy followed by wheat, farmers
should introduce pulses such as
chickpea, lentil and pigeon pea into
their cropping cycles. The roots of
pulse crops naturally fix nitrogen in
the soil, helping to improve its fer-
tility and replenish nutrients.

Adopting natural farming on at
least halfan acre: Farmers need not
initially convert their entire land-
holding to natural farming. Even if
they have five acres, they should
begin by adopting natural farming
on at least half an acre. They can
prepare Beejamrit and Ghanjee-
vamrit using cow dung, cow urine
and soil collected from beneath
trees. This would provide chemi-
cal-free food for household con-
sumption, reduce cultivation costs
and improve soil health. Over two
to three years, soil conditions
would improve and production
could reach levels comparable to

those achieved through conven-
tional farming.

Crop-residue management
and protection of earthworms,
the soil’s natural allies

Appreciating the efforts of
Taraori’s farmers to manage crop
residue and maintain high levels of
organic carbon in their soil, Union
Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chou-
han said that burning crop residue
was a self-destructive practice. He
explained that setting fire to fields
not only causes air pollution but
also destroys trillions of microor-
ganisms living in the upper and
lower layers of the soil, along with
beneficial insects and earthworms
that help produce natural manure.
These organisms play an essential
role in maintaining the soil’s natu-
ral fertility. Protecting earthworms
and beneficial insects, he stressed,
was therefore crucial to preserving
the health and productivity of agri-
cultural land.

Nationwide public awareness
campaign to run from 22nd Octo-
ber to 30th November, 2026

Union Agriculture Minister
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan called
upon vice-chancellors of agricul-
tural universities, the Director Gen-
eral of the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR),
scientists and officials to leave their
laboratories and offices and visit
villages across the country from
22nd October to 30th November,
2026. They should organise vil-
lage-level meetings and discus-
sions with farmers to explain the
importance of soil health and bal-
anced farming practices. He ex-
pressed his resolve to remain ac-
tively involved in the campaign on
the ground himself, ensuring that
the initiative reached farmers di-
rectly and helped protect India’s
agricultural land from becoming
barren.

Farmers raise their hands
and pledge to protect their fields

At the conclusion of his ad-
dress, responding to Union Minis-
ter Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s
appeal, the farmers gathered at the
venue raised both hands, clenched
their fists and took a collective
pledge amid resounding slogans of
“Bharat Mata Ki Jai”. They re-
solved to use chemicals in their
fields in a balanced manner, change
their crop cycles, refrain from burn-
ing crop residue and gradually
adopt natural farming practices to
protect the health of Mother Earth.

The historic launch was attend-
ed by several prominent agricultur-
al scientists and administrative of-
ficials, including ICAR Director
General and Secretary of the De-
partment of Agricultural Research
and Education (DARE) Dr Mangi
Lal Jat and Haryana Additional
Chief Secretary (Agriculture) Shri
Vijendra Kumar, along with a large
number of farmers. During the pro-
gramme, the dignitaries also re-
leased a booklet on the ‘Khet
Bachao Abhiyan’.
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BJP Targets Congress After Report
Claims French Rlots Indian Protests Link

New Delhi: The Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday launched a sharp
attack on the Congress, cit-
ing a Fox News report that
claimed to identify alleged
connections between riots in
France and anti-Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC)
protests in India. The BJP ac-
cused the opposition party of
promoting an alleged “anar-
chy and regime change plot”
and targeted Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, calling him a
“gaddar”, or traitor. The al-
legations triggered a fresh
political confrontation, al-
though the Congress had not
issued an immediate re-
sponse to the BJP's charges.

The controversy fol-
lowed a Fox News Digital
investigation that claimed to
haveidentified 101 organisa-
tions across 13 countries al-
legedly involved in coordi-
nating,  organising  or
amplifying protests. Accord-
ing to the report, the organ-
isations were linked to dem-
onstrations in different parts
ofthe world, with the investi-
gation drawing alleged con-
nections between unrest in
France and youth-led pro-
tests in India and other coun-
tries.

Citing the report, the BJP
argued that the alleged inter-
national connections raised
questions about the activities
of organisations involved in
protests and their possible

links with foreign agencies.
The party used the findings
to target the Congress, alleg-
ing that the opposition was
connected to efforts aimed at
creating political instability
in India. However, these
claims remained allegations
made by the BJP and were
not independently estab-
lished by the information
provided in the report.

BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia led the party's
attack on the Congress, ac-
cusing Rahul Gandhi of pre-
senting what he described as
a model of anarchy and be-
trayal.

He referred to the Fox
News report while question-
ing the alleged connections
between protest-related or-
ganisations and foreign
agencies.

“Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi is presenting a
model of anarchy and 'gad-
dari' before the country. To-
day, a report has appeared in
a newspaper, detailing how

these alleged links of betray-
al are connected to foreign
agencies. Therefore, it would
not be wrong to ask, "Who is
the leader of these traitors?"™
Bhatia said.

The BJP's remarks inten-
sified the political debate
around protests targeting the
Chief Election Commission-
er and the broader allega-
tions of attempts to destabi-
lise the government. By
linking the reported interna-
tional network of organisa-
tions to demonstrations in
India, the party sought to
question the motives and
backing of groups involved
in the protests.

The Fox News Digital
investigation reportedly ex-
amined organisations across
13 countries and alleged that
some were coordinating, or-
ganising or amplifying dem-
onstrations. Its claims drew
attention to the role of inter-
national networks in protest
movements, including
youth-led demonstrations.

Rs 15,233 Crore Seized, 148 Homes Built:
Yogi Adityanath's Antl-Gangster Campaign

Lucknow: Seven years into Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath's crackdown on organised
crime, the state government has de-
veloped a strategy centred on seizing
properties  allegedly  acquired
through criminal activities, demol-
ishing illegal structures and using
selected recovered plots to construct
homes for economically weaker fam-
ilies. The government has promoted
the initiative with the message that a
gangster's house can become a poor
family's home, presenting the hous-
ing projects as a visible outcome of
its campaign against organised
crime.

The campaign combines law en-
forcement with the government's
stated objective of providing housing
to disadvantaged sections of society.
Under this approach, authorities
identify properties linked to alleged
criminal activities, initiate attach-
ment or confiscation proceedings un-
der applicable laws and take further
action against structures found to be
illegal. In selected cases, land recov-
ered through these processes is used
for housing projects intended to ben-
efit eligible families.

According to the figures cited by
the state government, properties
worth Rs 15,233 crore have been
seized or attached as part of the
broader crackdown. The administra-
tion has also highlighted the con-
struction of 148 homes for poor fami-
lies on selected plots associated with
the action against criminal networks.
These figures have become central to
the government's presentation of its

campaign as an effort to convert ac-
tion against organised crime into tan-
gible public benefits.

The strategy reflects a broader at-
tempt by the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to weaken the financial founda-
tions of criminal networks. Organised
crime groups can use accumulated
assets to maintain influence, finance
illegal operations and support their
networks. By targeting properties
and other assets allegedly connected
to criminal activities, authorities seek
to disrupt these financial resources in
addition to pursuing criminal cases
against individuals.Property attach-
ment has therefore become an impor-
tant feature of the state's enforcement
approach. Depending on the circum-
stances, authorities may initiate pro-
ceedings under relevant criminal
laws, legislation dealing with unlaw-
ful acquisition of property or other
applicable provisions. Such action is
intended to prevent suspected of-
fenders from benefiting from assets

connected to illegal activities, while
the legal basis for each case remains
subject to the relevant statutory pro-
cess.Demolition drives have also fea-
tured prominently in the govern-

ment's anti-gangster campaign.
Authorities have taken action against
structures they describe as illegally
constructed or occupied, including
properties allegedly associated with
individuals accused of serious of-
fences. The administration has pre-
sented these operations as a demon-
stration that criminal influence will
not protect illegal constructions from
enforcement action.However, at-
tachment, confiscation and demoli-
tion are legally distinct processes,
and the circumstances of individual
cases matter. Property cannot be
treated as criminally acquired merely
because it is associated with a person
accused of'an offence. The applicable
legal provisions, evidence, proce-
dural safeguards and any judicial
findings determine whether authori-

ties can lawfully retain or demolish a
particular property.

The housing component has giv-
en the campaign a social welfare di-
mension. Rather than limiting the
initiative to the seizure of assets or
the removal of illegal structures, the
government has sought to use select-
edrecovered plots to provide housing
to families who might otherwise
struggle to secure permanent accom-
modation. The completed homes of-
fer a visible example of how enforce-
ment action can be linked to a public
purpose.

For low-income households, ac-
cess to a secure home can provide
greater stability and reduce the un-
certainty associated with inadequate
housing. A permanent dwelling can
also improve access to essential ser-
vices and provide families with a
more secure environment for their
daily lives. The government's em-
phasis on housing beneficiaries is in-
tended to show that the proceeds of
action against criminal assets can
serve a wider public interest.

The construction of 148 homes,
however, represents a specific set of
completed projects rather than a
comprehensive measure of the state's
overall housing needs. The impact of
the initiative depends on the number
of eligible families reached, the qual-
ity of the houses, access to roads and
basic services, and the transparency
of beneficiary selection. Details
about the location of individual proj-
ects and the criteria used to identify
recipients are important for assessing
the programme's reach.

K Annamalai vs BJP War Of Words

Gandhidham Sub-Divisional Railway Hospital Successfully
Performs 4th Total Knee Replacement Operation of 2026

Over Crackdown On CJP Leaders

New Delhi : Former
(IPS) officer and former
Tamil Nadu BJP president K
Annamalai on Wednesday
criticised the Central gov-
ernment over the detention
of (CJP) protesters in New
Delhi, triggering a sharp re-
sponse from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). His re-
marks brought renewed at-
tention to the handling of
protests in the national capi-
tal and the legal proceedings
involving activists associat-
ed with the group.Annama-
lai, who resigned from the

BJP in June this year, ques-
tioned the government's ap-
proach to protesters and re-
called a statement made by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2011, when he was
serving as Gujarat Chief
Minister. The earlier remarks
had criticised the midnight
police crackdown on anti-
corruption protesters at Del-
hi's Ramlila Maidan, an inci-
dent that had drawn political
and public attention at the
time.In a post on X, Annam-
alai referred to Modi's earlier
position while commenting

on the detention of CJP lead-
ers in New Delhi. He drew a
comparison between the

criticism of police action ex-
pressed in 2011 and the treat-
ment of protesters in the cur-
rent case, raising questions
about detention“Today, you

could be jailed indefinitely;
your surety bonds could be
rejected; and, surprisingly, a
Special Executive Magis-
trate will play circles around
you when he/ she is empow-
ered to deal with preventive
bond cases,” Annamalai said
in his post.

His comments referred
to the detention of CJP lead-
ers Saurav Das and Ashutosh
Ranka, who were released
on Wednesday after spend-
ing seven days in custody.
Their detention had become
a point of contention, with

questions being raised about
the legal procedures fol-
lowed and the authorities'
handling of the protest.An-
namalai's criticism was di-
rected at the Central govern-
ment and the wider handling
of the matter.

By invoking Modi's
2011 remarks, he sought to
highlight what he viewed as
a contrast between the posi-
tion expressed by the Prime
Minister when he was Guja-
rat Chief Minister and the
treatment of protesters under
the present administration.

Aryan Age Correspondent

Ahmedabad: Marking
another major milestone in
localized, high-quality med-
ical care, the Gandhidham
Sub-Divisional Railway
Hospital under Western Rail-
way’s Ahmedabad Division
successfully performed a to-
tal knee replacement surgery
on a 66-year-old male rail-
way beneficiary. Executed
on October 19, 2026, this
procedure marks the hospi-
tal's fourth successful knee
replacement surgery of the
year, highlighting its ex-
panding surgical capabilities
and clinical excellence. Prior
to the intervention, the senior

patient had been suffering
from severe joint pain and
extreme mobility issues that
severely impacted his daily
life. The complex surgery
was skillfully carried out in
the hospital's modern opera-
tion theater by orthopedic
specialist Dr. Parth Rathi and
anesthetist Dr. Hitesh Shah.
By precisely replacing the
damaged knee joint with a
durable artificial implant, the
surgical team restored func-
tional mobility, offering the
patient a renewed lease on
pain-free life.

This milestone reflects
Western Railway's sustained
efforts to deliver advanced
healthcare facilities directly

to its employees, pensioners,
and their families. Providing
complex orthopedic surger-
ies locally eliminates the
need for patients to travel
long distances to major met-
ropolitan hospitals, signifi-
cantly reducing financial, lo-
gistical, and physical distress
for families.

Through continuous up-
grades to its medical infra-
structure, Western Railway’s
Ahmedabad Division re-
mains firmly committed to
enhancing passenger and
employee welfare, ensuring
accessible, compassionate,
and top-tier medical services
across its divisional health-
care network.

Tamil Nadu Dalit Student Found Dead,
Parents Allege Caste Bias At School

Chennai : A Class XI Dalit student
was found dead at his home in Coim-
batore, Tamil Nadu, on the day he re-
turned to school after the Puja holidays.
His parents have alleged that the boy
faced discriminatory practices at his
school. Police are treating the death as a
case of suicide and investigating allega-
tions raised by his parents.

In a police complaint filed after the
tragedy, the boy's parents alleged that he
was subjected to discriminatory treat-
ment at the government-aided school.
They claimed that a section of students
subsequently stopped talking to him,
leaving him distressed. Police have in-
voked provisions of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act and are investi-
gating the role of the school principal, a
teacher and others in connection with

the allegations."We are investigating
therole of the school, the principal, class
teacher and any others. We have filed a
case under the SC/ST Act," a senior po-
lice officer told NDTV.

Asked specifically whether any
teacher had been arrested, the officer
said, "If required, we will."

Police said the parents had not
lodged a police complaint before the
student's death, but had taken up the is-

sue with the school. Police sources said
there was only minimal intervention
from the school.

Sources indicate that the alleged
discrimination was triggered by the
family's caste and their food choices.
These details are part of the emerging
account and are yet to be independently
established through the investigation.

The police are examining the cir-
cumstances surrounding the student's
death and the allegations of discrimina-
tory practices within the school.

The incident comes amid earlier al-
legations of caste-based discrimination
in schools in Coimbatore. Last year, the
principal of a private school was sus-
pended after allegedly forcing a Dalit
girl, who was menstruating, to write her
examinations while sitting on the stairs
outside her classroom.

Western Railway’s Ahmedabad Division Organizes ‘Rail Jan
Samvaad’ Across 107 Stations Under Special Campaign 6.0

Aryan Age Correspondent

Ahmedabad: Rail Jan
Samvad Held at 70 Stations
Across Central Railway’s
Bhusawal Division

Central Railway’s Bhu-
sawal Division organised the
special initiative ‘Rail Jan
Samvad’ at 70 railway sta-
tions across the division on
October 22, 2026. The pro-
gramme aimed to strengthen
direct communication be-
tween railway officials and
passengers, understand their
grievances and suggestions,
and identify ways to improve
railway services and passen-
ger amenities.The initiative
is part of Indian Railways’
nationwide effort to collect
feedback from rail users and

address pending matters
through direct public inter-
action. Through these pro-
grammes, railway officials
seek to understand the diffi-
culties passengers face dur-
ing their journeys and iden-
tify practical measures to
improve their overall travel
experience. 'Rail Jan Sam-
vad’ is being conducted as
part of Special Campaign 6.0
for (SCDPM-6). The cam-
paign is being implemented
across all zonal railways and
railway units from October 2
to October 31, 2026, with a
focus on cleanliness, effi-
cient office management and
the timely disposal of pend-
ing issues.Under the cam-
paign, special attention is
being given to maintaining

clean railway stations, offic-
es and public spaces. The
programme also focuses on
the proper disposal of scrap
and electronic waste, along
with encouraging public par-
ticipation in cleanliness ac-
tivities and other improve-
ment measures.As part of the
nationwide initiative, ‘Rail
Jan Samvad’ programmes
are being organised at more
than 7,000 railway stations
across the country. The
events provide railway ad-
ministrations with an oppor-
tunity to interact directly
with passengers instead of
relying only on formal com-
plaint channels to under-
stand their concerns.

In Bhusawal Division,
the programme covered 70

railway stations. Officials in-
teracted with passengers to
gather feedback on station
facilities, cleanliness ar-
rangements, passenger ame-
nities and the quality of rail-
way services. The
discussions were intended to
help the administration iden-
tify areas requiring immedi-
ate attention as well as issues
that may need longer-term
planning.Senior railway of-
ficials, station managers and
railway employees partici-
pated in the programmes.
Public representatives, pas-
senger associations, school
students and members of the
(ZRUCC) and Divisional
Railway Users’ Consultative
Committee (DRUCC) also
took part in the initiative.

Week after Union Minister L Murugan

Railway Board Chairman Satish Kumar Participates

quit, bypoll date for Rajya Sabha seat

New Delhi : The bypoll
to the Rajya Sabha seat
from Madhya Pradesh,
which fell vacant following
the resignation of Union
Minister of State L Muru-
gan, will be held on Novem-
ber 12, the Election Com-
mission of India announced
on Thursday. The election
will fill the vacancy created
by Murugan’s departure
from the Upper House of
Parliament.

Murugan resigned from
the Council of Ministers
and his Rajya Sabha mem-
bership on October 13. His
resignation came despite
his parliamentary term be-
ing scheduled to continue
until April 2030. The early
vacancy has necessitated a
by-election to elect a repre-
sentative for the remaining
period.

According to the sched-
ule announced by the Elec-
tion Commission, the pro-
cess for filing nominations
will begin on October 26.
Candidates interested in
contesting the bypoll will
be able to submit their nom-

ination papers until Novem-
ber 2.

The nomination papers
will be scrutinised on No-
vember 3. During this stage,
election officials will exam-
ine the documents to deter-
mine whether candidates
have fulfilled the necessary
requirements for contesting
the election.

Candidates will have
the option to withdraw their
nominations until Novem-
ber 5. After the withdrawal
deadline, the final list of
candidates eligible to con-
test the bypoll will be estab-
lished.

Polling for the vacant
Rajya Sabha seat will take
place on November 12. Vot-
ing will be conducted be-
tween 9 am and 4 pm, ac-
cording to the schedule
issued by the Election Com-
mission.

The counting of votes
will begin at 5 pm on the
same day.

The counting process
will determine the outcome
of the election and identify
the candidate who will fill

the vacant seat from Mad-
hya Pradesh.

The bypoll is being held
to ensure that the represen-
tation of Madhya Pradesh in
the Rajya Sabha is restored
following Murugan’s resig-
nation. The Election Com-
mission’s  announcement
sets out the timetable for the
election, from the filing of
nomination papers to the
counting of votes.

With the nomination
process scheduled to begin
on October 26, political par-
ties and prospective candi-
dates will have a limited
period to complete the for-
malities required to partici-
pate in the election. The
scrutiny and withdrawal
stages will follow before
voting takes place on No-
vember 12.

The election will be
conducted in accordance
with the schedule an-
nounced by the Election
Commission of India. The
result is expected to be de-
termined on polling day,
with counting scheduled to
start at 5 pm.

in Rail Jan Samvaad at New Delhl Railway Station

Aryan Age Correspondent

New Delhi : Shri Satish Kumar,
Chairman of the Railway Board and
Chief Executive Officer (CRB &
CEO), participated in the Rail Jan
Samvaad programme at New Delhi
Railway Station on Thursday. The
programme was organised by the
Delhi Division of Northern Railway
at major railway stations across the
division to strengthen direct commu-
nication between railway authorities
and passengers.

The initiative aimed to provide
passengers with an opportunity to
share their views, suggestions and
concerns regarding railway services
and station facilities. Through direct
interaction with passengers, Indian
Railways sought to improve public
participation and make its services
more responsive to the needs of trav-
ellers.

At New Delhi Railway Station,
Shri Satish Kumar interacted with
passengers and discussed various ini-
tiatives being undertaken by Indian
Railways to improve cleanliness,
sanitation arrangements and passen-
ger amenities.

The interaction focused on creat-
ing a cleaner, safer and more com-

fortable environment for people trav-
elling by train.

Shri Rajesh Kumar Pandey, Shri
Pushpesh Raman Tripathi, and senior
officers from the Railway Board and
Northern Railway were also present
during the programme. The presence
of senior railway officials highlight-
ed the importance being given to di-
rect engagement with passengers and
the improvement of railway facilities
through public feedback.

During the interaction, the Chair-
man Railway Board informed pas-
sengers about the measures being
taken to maintain cleanliness at rail-
way stations. These efforts include

improving sanitation arrangements,
maintaining station premises and
strengthening facilities to provide
passengers with a better travel expe-
rience.

Passengers were encouraged to
openly share their feedback, sugges-
tions and concerns related to cleanli-
ness and other station facilities. Rail-
way officials listened attentively to
their views, making the programme
an important platform for under-
standing the expectations of passen-
gers and identifying areas that re-
quire further improvement.

The initiative reflected Indian
Railways' commitment to passenger-

centric service delivery, responsive
administration and continuous im-
provement. Direct interaction with
passengers allows railway authori-
ties to better understand everyday
challenges faced by travellers and
work towards addressing their con-
cerns.

An important part of the pro-
gramme was the administration of
the Swachhata pledge by Shri Satish
Kumar. Railway officers, staff mem-
bers and passengers present at the
station took the pledge to reaffirm
their commitment to cleanliness and
responsible public behaviour.

The pledge highlighted the im-
portance of maintaining hygiene not
only through the efforts of railway
staff but also through the active par-
ticipation of passengers. Keeping
platforms, waiting areas and other
station facilities clean requires coop-
eration between railway authorities
and the public.

As part of the programme, 20
Swachhagrahees from New Delhi
Railway Station were felicitated for
their meritorious work in the field of
cleanliness. Their contribution was
recognised as an example of dedicat-
ed efforts towards maintaining a
clean railway environment.
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Smrriti Irani, Ektaa Kapoor Bid Farewell
To Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi 2

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai :Producer Ek-
taa Kapoor and actor-poli-
tician Smriti Irani’s popular
television drama Kyunki
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi
2 has come to an end after
completing 450 episodes.
The show, a sequel to the
iconic television  series
Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi, brought back a
much-loved television as-
sociation and gave viewers
another opportunity to re-
connect with familiar char-
acters, family relationships
and emotional storytelling.
Its conclusion marks the end
of another chapter for a fran-
chise that has held a special
place in Indian television.

Following the show’s
conclusion, Ektaa Kapoor
and Smriti Irani took to In-
stagram to reflect on their
experiences of working on
the drama. Through separate
posts, the producer and actor
looked back at their journey
and shared their thoughts
on returning to a television
property that remains mem-
orable for generations of
viewers. Their reflections
offered a glimpse into the
emotions associated with
revisiting a successful show
and bringing its sequel to
audiences.

Smriti Irani, who be-
came a household name

'\ '\ .
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through her portrayal of
Tulsi Virani in the original
series, described her expe-
rience of returning to the
show as a “roller coaster of
emotions.” Her remark cap-
tured the different feelings
associated with revisiting a
character who had played a
significant role in her televi-
sion career. Returning to the
familiar world of Tulsi and
her family gave the actor
an opportunity to reconnect
with a role that audiences
have closely associated with
her.

For Smriti, the sequel
represented more than sim-
ply returning to television.
The original Kyunki Saas
Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi became
one of Indian television’s

most recognisable family
dramas, attracting viewers
with its portrayal of fami-
ly relationships, emotional
conflicts and changing cir-
cumstances. Its popularity
helped establish Tulsi Virani
as an iconic character, and
the return of the franchise
carried considerable ex-
pectations among longtime
fans.

Ektaa Kapoor also re-
flected on the show’s jour-
ney and revealed that she
had initially planned a short-
er run for the sequel. How-
ever, the series continued for
longer than she had original-
ly anticipated, eventually
completing 450 episodes be-
fore coming to an end. The
extended run demonstrated

Ve “ *l ~.

how the project developed
beyond its initial plan and
became a substantial televi-
sion journey for its cast and
creative team.The produc-
er’s reflection also highlight-
ed the unpredictable nature
of television production,
where the eventual length
of a show can differ from its
original plan. Although Ek-
taa had expected the sequel
to have a shorter run, the
drama continued to deliver
episodes to viewers over an
extended period. Its comple-
tion after 450 episodes now
gives the team an opportuni-
ty to look back at the work
that went into bringing the
story to the screen.The con-
clusion of Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi 2 marks the

end of another chapter for a
television franchise that has
enjoyed a strong connection
with Indian audiences. The
original series became a ma-
jor part of Ektaa Kapoor’s
legacy as a producer of fam-
ily dramas and helped shape
the popularity of long-run-
ning television serials. Its
characters and storylines
became familiar to view-
ers who followed the show
over the years.Tulsi Vira-
ni remained central to the
original series’ identity, with
Smriti Irani’s performance
helping make the charac-
ter widely recognised. Her
return for the sequel was
therefore an important part
of the revival. For viewers
who remembered the orig-
inal drama, seeing Smriti
revisit the character offered
a connection between the
earlier series and its new
chapter.

The sequel sought to
carry forward the legacy of
the original while bringing
the franchise back to televi-
sion for a new audience. It
reunited viewers with a fa-
miliar television world and
renewed interest in the rela-
tionships and emotional sto-
rytelling that had helped es-
tablish the earlier series. At
the same time, its 450-epi-
sode run gave the new in-
stalment its own place in the
franchise’s history.

Mookuthi Amman 2 Trailer: Nayanthara Returns
As Goddess, Regina Cassandra Plays Villain

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai :Actress Nayanthara is set to
return as a divine figure in Mookuthi Am-
man 2, and the newly released trailer offers
a glimpse into a story that blends mythol-
ogy, supernatural elements and the modern
world. The trailer introduces a conflict in-
volving powerful forces from the past and
the present, while keeping several important
details about the plot under wraps.The mak-
ers released the trailer ahead of the film’s
theatrical release on November 6, 2026,
coinciding with the Diwali festive season.
With Nayanthara returning to a role asso-
ciated with divine power, the sequel aims
to bring mythology to the screen through a
contemporary narrative filled with mystery,
drama and supernatural events.The trailer

opens with a glimpse of the
past, setting the stage for
a confrontation between
two powerful forces.
The opening sequence
establishes a mytho-
logical atmosphere and
hints at a major conflict
that could have conse-
quences beyond its orig-
inal time period.The nar-
rative then moves to the
present  day,
where a

similar clash appears to be taking shape.

This transition suggests that the events of

I

the past may be connected to the challenges
faced by the characters in the modern world.
However, the trailer does not reveal the full
nature of the conflict or explain how the two
timelines are linked.As the story progress-
es, the focus shifts to a frightened police
constable who unexpectedly finds herself
caught up in events far beyond her under-
standing. What initially appears to be an
ordinary situation gradually develops into
something much larger, drawing her into a
confrontation involving divine powers.The
constable’s presence appears to provide a
connection between the film’s supernatural
elements and its contemporary setting. Her
reaction to the unfolding events also intro-
duces an element of suspense, as she seems
unprepared for the extraordinary circum-
stances surrounding her.Nayanthara appears
to be portraying two characters in the film.
The trailer offers brief glimpses of both
characters, suggesting that they have dis-
tinct personalities and occupy different
positions within the story.The apparent
* 4 dual role adds another layer of intrigue
% to the film.
il While Mahasakthi is presented as a
divine figure, the modern-day character
appears to belong to a different world. How
the two identities are connected, and wheth-
er their paths eventually cross, remains un-
clear from the trailer.
The makers have kept the de-
tails of Nayanthara’s charac-
ters largely under wraps,

allowing the visuals to
generate curiosity about
the narrative. Her return to
a mythological role is ex-
pected to be one of the key
attractions of the sequel,
particularly for audiences
familiar with the first instal-
ment.

Golden Globes reject Michael Jackson biopic’s bid for musical

Palash Sen says Salman Khan also took
part in paid negative PR

g

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai :Singer, song-
writer and actor Palash Sen
has weighed in on the on-
going debate surrounding
negative public relations
campaigns in the film in-
dustry after Salman Khan
addressed the issue on Bigg
Boss 20. During a recent
Weekend Ka Vaar episode,
Salman criticised  social
media trolls for targeting
actors with harsh comments
when their films fail at the

in
TR negative
social media criti-
cism or unfavour-
able narratives.
Palash
Sen’s response
added a new
dimension to
the conver-
sation. In
his  inter-
view with
Screen, he
challenged
Salman’s

Bollywood

publicity,

Mumbai :Apu Nahasapeemapetilon is back in The Simpsons.
The Sunday special episode of the world’s longest-running sitcom
surprised viewers with the return of the beloved Kwik-E-Mart owner,
who had been largely absent from the show for nearly a decade. Apu’s
return to Springfield marks a notable moment for longtime fans who ed
remember the character as one of the animated series’ familiar faces.The
character, known for running the Kwik-E-Mart convenience store, once
played a regular role in the daily lives of Springfield’s residents. His ap-
pearances often revolved around the store, his interactions with customers
and his involvement in the humorous situations that define the long-run-

Apu returns
to The Simpsons with a South
Asian voice replacing Hank Azaria

nine years after racism backlash
Aryan Age Correspondent

category, Jaafar Jackson’s film to compete as drama

Aryan Age Correspondent

ing Michael Jackson
opic Michael is set
compete

the film

decision

Mumbai :The upcom-

in the dra-
ma category at the
2027 Golden Globe

Lionsgate’s
request to place
in the
Musical or Com-
edy category. The
means
the much-antici-

egory in which a film competes can
influence its awards campaign and the
projects it faces during the nomination
bi-  process.The film stars Jaafar Jackson
to as his late uncle, Michael Jackson,
one of the most influential performers
in the history of popular music. Jaa-
far’s casting has attracted consider-

Awards after the able attention, as audiences are eager
awards committee  to see how he portrays the legendary
reportedly reject-  singer’s life, personality and extraor-

dinary career on the big screen.Titled
Michael, the biopic is expected to
explore the life and musical journey
of the King of Pop. Jackson rose to
international fame through his work
with the Jackson 5 before establish-

box office. He also spoke
about allegations that some
actors pay for negative PR
campaigns against their col-
leagues.

Following Salman’s re-
marks, Palash Sen shared
his views on the issue in an
interview with Screen. The
singer reportedly alleged
that Salman himself was
part of the problem, bring-
ing another perspective to
the discussion about online
criticism, professional rival-
ries and the role of publicity

strategies in the entertain-
ment industry.The contro-
versy centres on the growing
influence of social media in

shaping public  opinion
about films and actors.
While online platforms
allow audiences to share
their views freely, discus-
sions about box-office per-
formance can sometimes
turn personal, with actors
facing criticism that ex-
tends beyond their work
on screen.During the Bigg
Boss 20 episode, Salman
spoke against the practice of

targeting performers when
their films do not perform
well commercially. His
comments highlighted the
pressure actors face when a
film fails to meet expecta-
tions and becomes the sub-
ject of online ridicule.
Salman also addressed
allegations surrounding
negative PR campaigns, an
issue that has frequently at-
tracted attention in the en-
tertainment industry. Such
campaigns are alleged to
involve attempts to damage
a rival’s reputation through

position

by alleg-
ing that the
Bollywood
superstar
had himself
contributed to
the problem.
His comments
raised questions
about the consis-
tency between pub-
lic statements against
negative publicity and
the broader practices that
critics associate with the
film industry.

ning animated comedy.
Apu’s voice was heard again in the latest episode, bringing the char-
acter back into the show’s ongoing world after an extended period away
from the spotlight. The surprise appearance caught viewers’ attention,
particularly those who had followed the character during the earlier
seasons of the series.Created by Matt Groening, The Simpsons has
remained a major part of popular television culture for decades.
The series follows the Simpson family and the residents of
Springfield, using humour and satire to explore family life,
social issues, politics and everyday experiences.Apu was
introduced as an Indian American shopkeeper whose
Kwik-E-Mart became one of the show’s recognisable
locations. His character appeared in numerous
storylines and became closely associated
with the store, which served as a reg-
ular stop for Homer Simpson
and other residents.

Globes

the drama race rath-
er than competing
against musical and
comedy productions.
According to a report
by Variety, the decision
was made by the Golden

tee, which reportedly did not
approve Lionsgate’s preferred
category for the film. The classifi-
cation is significant because the cat-

pated  biograph-
ical drama will
face competition
from other films in

awards commit-

ing himself as a global solo superstar.
His career included landmark albums,
iconic performances and music videos
that helped shape the development of
modern pop music.Lionsgate had re-
portedly sought to have the film con-
sidered in the Musical or Comedy
category at the Golden Globes. The
committee’s reported decision means
that the production will instead enter
the drama category, placing it in a dif-
ferent competitive field at the awards
ceremony.The Golden Globes divide
films into categories that include dra-
ma and musical or comedy, allowing
productions to compete against films
classified within similar genres.

Mamitha Baiju Credits Filmmaker Girish AD For

Giving Her Confidence To Take On Lead Roles

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai :Actress Mamitha Bai-
ju has expressed heartfelt gratitude
to filmmaker Girish AD for believ-
ing in her abilities and offering her
the lead role in Bethlehem Kudumba
Unit. Speaking at the film’s success
celebration, the actress recalled how
the director trusted her with the
character of Ashley even when she
was uncertain about her ability to
carry a film as the leading heroine.
Mamitha said Girish’s confidence
in her helped her overcome her own
doubts and encouraged her to take
on important roles in her career.

The success celebration provid-
ed Mamitha with an opportunity to
thank the director for recognising
her potential at a time when she
was still developing confidence as
a leading actress. She spoke about
how Girish approached her with the
story of Bethlehem Kudumba Unit
before her earlier film Super Shara-
nya had even reached theatres. The
filmmaker had already imagined her
in the role of Ashley, despite the fact
that the audience had not yet seen
her performance in the earlier film.

Recalling how the opportunity
came her way, Mamitha explained
that the shooting of Super Sharanya
had just been completed when Girish
AD narrated the story of Bethlehem
Kudumba Unit to her. At that point,
the film had not been released, and
she had no way of knowing how au-
diences would respond to her work.
Nevertheless, Girish was confident
that she would be suitable for the
character he had in mind.

Mamitha said, “After Super
Sharanya, the film’s shoot had just
wrapped up, and it had not been re-

leased yet. Girish chettan narrated
the story of Bethlehem at that time
itself. He said then that it would be
good if I played this character. Even
today, I don’t know what made Gi-
rish chettan say that to me or what
gave him the confidence to trust
me.”The actress admitted that she
still wondered what had convinced
the filmmaker to place his faith in
her so early. Her remarks highlight-
ed the importance of having some-
one recognise an actor’s potential
before they have fully recognised it
themselves. For Mamitha, Girish’s
decision became a meaningful mo-
ment in her professional journey.

Expressing her appreciation at
the success celebration, Mamitha
said she had only one thing to tell
the director after seeing the film
reach such a milestone. “Now, as
I stand here at the success meet of
Bethlehem, all I have to say to Gi-
rish chettan is thank you,” she said.
The actress also explained that Gi-
rish’s support had helped her deal
with her own uncertainty about
playing leading roles. She revealed
that there were times when she did
not believe she was ready to take on
the responsibility of being the main
heroine in a film. However, the di-
rector continued to trust her and
gave her opportunities that helped
strengthen her confidence.

Speaking about the value of
that support, Mamitha said, “When
someone stands by a person like me,
who is practically nothing, there is a
certain value they give that person.
That is how I feel about Girish chet-
tan.”

She went on to acknowledge the
director’s faith in her across multi-
ple projects, including Premalu and

Bethlehem Kudumba Unit. Accord-
ing to the actress, Girish believed
in her even when she was unsure
whether she could successfully take
on a leading heroine’s role. She de-
scribed his confidence as something
for which she would always remain
grateful.

Mamitha added, “Whether it
was Premalu or Bethlehem, at a time
when I didn’t even believe 1 could
play a main heroine’s role like this,
he believed in me. [ am very grateful
to him.”

Her comments underline the
role that professional encourage-
ment can play in an actor’s growth.
For Mamitha, the opportunity to
work on films such as Premalu |
and Bethlehem Kudumba Unit
has been accompanied by the
confidence that filmmakers like
Girish AD have placed in her.
Her remarks at the success event
reflected both personal apprecia-
tion and recognition of the direc-
tor’s contribution to her journey.

Apart from thanking Girish,
Mamitha also acknowledged the
contributions of the film’s techni-
cians, co-stars and other members
of the production team. She ex-
pressed gratitude to everyone
who worked both in front of
and behind the camera to bring
the project to audiences. Her
comments recognised that the
film’s success was the result of
the collective efforts of its cast
and crew.Starring Nivin Pauly
and Mamitha Baiju, Bethle-
hem Kudumba Unit has —
emerged as a major
commercial success
in Malayalam cin-
ema. The film was

released during the Onam festive
season and reportedly had a produc-
tion budget of around 325 crore. Its
strong box-office performance has
made it one of the biggest successes
associated with the Malayalam film
industry.

GV Prakash Kumar Records Tamil ‘Ravana
Tandavam’ for Ramayana in Just Two Hours

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai :Music direc-
tor and singer GV Prakash
Kumar has revealed how he
recorded the Tamil version
of ‘Ravana Tandavam’, a
track from the much-antici-
pated film Ramayana: Part 1,
in just two hours. The song,
which features GV Prakash
Kumar and fellow music di-
rector Anirudh Ravichander,
was released on October 20
and has brought together
two prominent names from
Tamil cinema for a special
musical collaboration.

Directed by Nitesh Ti-
wari, Ramayana is one of
the most ambitious Indian
film projects currently in
production. The two-part
epic is being produced by
Yash’s Monster Mind Cre-
ations, Prime Focus Studios
and Double Negative. The
film features a star-studded
cast, including Ranbir Ka-
poor, Yash, Sai Pallavi, Ravi
Dubey and Sunny Deol,
among several other actors.

The film has attracted
considerable attention for its
scale, cast and musical team.
Oscar-winning ~ composer
AR Rahman has collabo-
rated with internationally
acclaimed musician Hans
Zimmer for the project.
Their partnership has raised
expectations for the film’s
soundtrack, which is expect-
ed to be one of the major
highlights of the two-part
cinematic adaptation.

Adding to the excite-
ment, the Tamil version of

the song ‘Ravana Tanda-
vam’ features GV Prakash
Kumar and Anirudh Ravi-
chander lending their voic-
es to the same track. The
collaboration is particularly
notable because it marks
the first time the two music
directors have sung together
for a song.

Speaking exclusively to
NDTYV, GV Prakash Kumar
shared details about how he
became involved in the proj-
ect. He revealed that he re-
ceived a call from AR Rah-
man’s studio after returning
from Ayodhya, where he
had been attending promo-
tions for Yami Gautam’s
film Nayyi Naveli.

GV Prakash Kumar said
that the opportunity came
unexpectedly when Rah-
man’s team contacted him
and asked him to record the
theme song associated with
Ravana. He subsequently
visited the studio and began
work on the track.

Recalling  the  ex-
perience, the  National
Award-winning music di-
rector said, “After I returned
from Ayodhya after Yami
Gautam’s Nayyi Naveli pro-

motions, [ got a call from
Rahman sir’s studio to sing
this Ravanan theme song.
And I went and sang for
him.”

He explained that the
recording involved rap por-
tions and chants, which he
performed as part of the
song. The track required
him to explore a different
vocal style suited to the
powerful and intense char-
acter of Ravana.

GV Prakash Kumar also
expressed happiness at get-
ting the opportunity to work
with AR Rahman again after
several years.

He said the experience
was special because of his
association with the cele-
brated composer and the
opportunity to contribute to
such a major film project.

The singer further re-
vealed that he was informed
about Anirudh Ravichan-
der’s involvement after ar-
riving for the recording. The
news made the project even
more exciting, as it brought
together three prominent
musical names: Rahman,
GV Prakash Kumar and An-
irudh.
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San Francisco 49ers Remain

New Delhi :The San
Francisco 49ers continued
their impressive start to the
NFL season by defeating the
Washington ~Commanders
23-17. The victory took their
record to 6-0 and helped
them retain the top position
in ESPN's NFL power rank-
ings, underlining their status
as one of the strongest teams
in the league.

While several teams
faced unexpected setbacks
and major developments, the
49ers maintained their win-
ning momentum. Their latest
victory showed their ability
to handle pressure and con-
tinue delivering results as the
competition around them in-
tensified.

The 49ers' 23-17 win
over Washington was not
without a challenge, as the
Commanders remained
competitive throughout the
contest. However, San Fran-
cisco managed to protect its
advantage and secure anoth-
er important victory, extend-
ing its unbeaten run to six

Top As Chris Ballard Shines

games.Their strong record
has placed them at the top of
ESPN's power rankings. The
rankings reflect the team's
performances during the sea-
son and its position among
the league's leading contend-
ers. With six wins and no de-
feats, San Francisco has es-
tablished an early advantage
over many of its rivals.

The Kansas City Chiefs
are also off to an unbeaten
start, standing at 5-0. They
remain close behind San
Francisco in the power rank-
ings, creating an early con-

2

test between two teams that
have consistently demon-
strated their ability to win.
The Chiefs' record has
kept them firmly in the con-
versation among the NFL's
leading teams. However, the
49ers' additional victory has
helped them maintain the top
position, leaving Kansas
City and the rest of the league
chasing their pace.
Elsewhere, the India-
napolis Colts experienced a
dramatic setback after losing
a substantial halftime lead
against the Tennessee Titans.

Sanju Samson Reveals Secret Behind India's
Historic Chase vs New Zealand In 1st T20I

New Delhi : Wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Sanju Samson said there was no
grand plan behind his blistering
opening stands with Abhishek Shar-
ma, adding that the opening pair
simply watch the ball and hit hard,
after the side chased down 226
against New Zealand to record their
highest successful run chase in
T20Is. Samson's 33-ball 67, stud-
ded with eight fours and four sixes,
set up India's four-wicket win in the
five-match T20I series opener. He
and Abhishek (29 off 12) raced to 93
runs as an opening pair. After the
duo fell, captain Shreyas Iyer's 42
and Naman Dhir's unbeaten 42
helped India reach home with two

balls to spare.

"We do have a lot of conversa-
tions happening in the middle, but
nothing makes sense actually. We
just watch the ball and hit hard. It
has been working very well for us
and I like batting with him at the
top," Samson said at the post-match
presentation ceremony, where he
got the Player of the Match award.

He also revealed that once India
got off to a flier in the chase, he and
Abhishek felt they could put the

game away early.

"The ball was swinging around
a lot, I think in the second half, a bit
too much actually. But off the sur-
face it was coming on very nicely.
So I think me and Abhi just felt like
keeping the shape and having a very
positive intent in the powerplay.

"Once we got off to a flying

start, we felt the match could be fin-
ished in the first half as well. Six
overs, 90-odd runs - that was a great
start today. So I think we just want-
ed to go all out."

Samson's dismissal in the ninth
over sparked a slide and he felt the
win in front of a sell-out crowd at
the Hagley Oval was a collective ef-

fort. "It feels really good. I think,
yes, we are just in the moment
where the match has been won.

“Whatever contribution you
make, [ think it feels good to end up
on the winning side. So it's a really
great contribution from all of us in
the team. So it was completely a
team game today. So really happy
that we started off nicely for the se-
ries," he added.

Samson said that while keeping
wickets gave him an early read of
the surface, conditions changed sig-
nificantly by the time India came
out to bat.

"Absolutely, you definitely
think about your batting while you
are keeping wickets. But I think to-
day I summed up my way to play the
game while keeping.

“But when I came to bat, it was
completely different. In the first
half, the ball was stopping a bit from
the length area, but in the second
half I think the ball was coming on
very nicely with heavy dew in the
outfield. So I really enjoyed the bat-
ting." The second game of the series
will be played at the same venue on
Saturday.

Real Madrid Rout RB Leipzig To
Perfect Champions League

New Delhi :Real Madrid
continued their impressive
run in the UEFA Champions
League with a convincing
4-1 victory over RB Leipzig
on Wednesday. The Spanish
giants secured their third
consecutive win in the com-
petition, producing a strong
attacking performance to
overcome the German side.

Madrid's victory fea-
tured goals from Bernardo
Silva, Arda Guler, Kylian
Mbappe and Yan Diomande.
Despite Leipzig managing to
find the net once, Madrid
maintained control of the
contest and finished the
match with a comfortable
three-goal advantage.

The result further high-
lighted Madrid's attacking
strength as they continued
their campaign in Europe's
premier club competition.
The record 15-time Europe-
an champions showed their
ability to turn a closely con-
tested match into a convinc-
ing victory through their fin-
ishing and attacking quality.

The first half was closely
fought, with both teams
competing to gain an advan-
tage. Leipzig attempted to
remain organised and limit
Madrid's opportunities,
making it difficult for the
Spanish side to establish a
clear lead during the opening
stages.

However, Madrid even-
tually broke the deadlock to-
wards the end of the first half.
Bernardo Silva opened the
scoring from close range,
giving the home side an im-
portant advantage after a
competitive period in which

neither team had managed to
take control on the score-
board.

Silva's goal gave Madrid
a boost heading into the in-
terval. Scoring before half-
time allowed the Spanish
side to approach the second
half with greater confidence,
while Leipzig were left
needing to respond to the
deficit.

Madrid wasted little
time in extending their lead
after the restart. Arda Guler
scored the team's second
goal soon after the interval,

putting the Spanish giants in
a stronger position and in-
creasing the pressure on
Leipzig.

Guler's strike gave Ma-
drid greater control of the
match. With a two-goal ad-
vantage, the Spanish side

were able to build on their
carly second-half momen-
tum and force Leipzig to take
greater risks in search of a
comeback.

Kylian Mbappe then
added another goal to
strengthen Madrid's posi-
tion. The forward bent a shot
into the net to make it 3-0,
further underlining the at-
tacking threat posed by the
Spanish club.

Mbappe's goal appeared
to put Madrid firmly in com-
mand of the contest. His con-
tribution added to an increas-

Continue
Start

ingly comfortable
performance for the home
side and left Leipzig facing a
difficult task if they hoped to
get back into the match.

Despite falling three
goals behind, Leipzig con-
tinued their efforts and man-
aged to pull one goal back.
Tidiam Gomis scored for the
German side, providing a
brief response and reducing
the margin on the score-
board.

Gomis' goal offered
Leipzig a measure of conso-
lation after Madrid had built
a commanding lead. How-
ever, the German club were
unable to turn the goal into a
sustained comeback, as Ma-
drid continued to threaten in
attack.

Madrid eventually re-
stored their three-goal ad-
vantage through Yan Dio-
mande. The forward struck a
volley into the top corner late
in the match, providing a fit-
ting finish to the Spanish
side's dominant display.

Diomande's goal com-
pleted the scoring at 4-1 and
sealed Madrid's third victory
in as many Champions
League matches. The late
strike ensured that Leipzig's
response would not alter the
outcome of the contest.

The match saw Madrid's
goals come at important mo-
ments.

s

New Delhi :Manchester
United captain Bruno Fer-
nandes admitted that his side
lacked belief after suffering a
disappointing 4-1 defeat
against Como in the Champi-
ons League on Wednesday.
The result extended United's
winless run to seven games,
increasing the pressure on
the club following another
below-par performance.
United endured a difficult
evening as they conceded a
goal in the second minute
and struggled to recover. The
early setback put the English
club on the back foot, and
they were unable to produce
the response required to turn
the match around.The defeat
was another setback for
Manchester United, who had
hoped to improve their re-
sults and regain momentum.
Instead, their struggles con-
tinued as Como took advan-
tage of defensive weakness-
es and made the most of their

Bruno Fernandes Says Manchester United
Lacked Belief After 4-1 Defeat to Como

opportunities in front of goal.
Fernandes, speaking to TNT
Sports after the match, ac-
knowledged that United had
started poorly and failed to
establish control. The Portu-
guese midfielder pointed to
the early goal and the team's
lack of pressure on the ball as
important factors behind the
disappointing  result.“We
started on the wrong foot,
and they scored very early,”
Fernandes said. His com-
ments reflected United's
frustration after conceding
almost immediately and
finding themselves chasing
the game from the opening
minutes. The United captain
also highlighted the team's
difficulties in possession.
“Not much pressure on the
ball, not many good move-
ments with the ball, not many
things going our way,” he
added, describing several of
the problems that affected
the side's performance.

Alex Pereira Breaks
Silence On Dana White’s
$40 Million Boxing Payouts

New Delhi :UFC star
Alex Pereira has said he has
no problem with Dana White
paying large sums of money
to fighters competing under
Zuffa Boxing. His comments
come amid growing ques-
tions about whether mixed
martial arts fighters in the
UFC are being paid fairly
compared with athletes in
other combat sports.

Pereira shared his views
during a conversation with
journalist Ariel Helwani,
speaking through a transla-
tor. The Brazilian fighter
made it clear that he was
comfortable with his current
financial arrangement and
did not feel the need to criti-
cise White over the money
being offered to boxers.

The debate over fighter
pay has become an important
topic in combat sports, par-
ticularly as boxing promo-
tions explore ways to attract
high-profile athletes with lu-
crative  contracts.  The
amounts offered to some
boxers have also prompted
comparisons with the earn-
ings of UFC fighters, leading
to questions about how ath-
letes are compensated across
the two sports.Pereira, how-
ever, indicated that other
fighters receiving bigger
paydays would not automati-
cally make him dissatisfied

with his own deal. His com-
ments suggested that he was
focused on his personal
agreement rather than com-
paring his earnings with
those of athletes competing
in a different organisation.
The Brazilian also said
he had no desire to pursue a
boxing payday simply be-
cause other fighters were
earning more money. While
the financial opportunities
available in boxing can be at-
tractive, Pereira's remarks
showed that he was not inter-
ested in changing his plans
solely to chase a larger
cheque.Dana White has been
a central figure in the UFC's
development and is also as-
sociated with the Zuffa Box-
ing venture. The emergence
of another platform offering
substantial ~ payments to
fighters has added a new di-
mension to discussions about
athlete compensation and the
financial differences be-
tween combat sports.Ques-
tions about UFC fighter pay
have persisted for years.
Fighters, commentators and
fans have debated how reve-
nue should be distributed be-
tween promotions and ath-
letes, particularly ~when
major events generate sig-
nificant commercial interest
through broadcasting, spon-
sorships and ticket sales.

Harry Brook Breaks Shubman Gill's Huge
World ODI Record, Scripts History For England

New Delhi : Captain
Harry Brook smashed the
fastestever double century in
men's one-day cricket inter-
nationals and the first for
England on Thursday. Brook
took 114 balls for the double
ton and holed out two balls
later for 202 off the final ball
of England's innings against
Sri Lanka in a tri-series
match. He clobbered 10 six-
es and 21 boundaries to lead
England to 429-4, its fourth
highest ODI total. Brook
reached his first century off
75 balls with a ramped
boundary over fine leg;
reached 150 with a similar
shot, and took 39 balls to hit
the second century, reached
with a paddle sweep against
Janith Liyanage in the final
over. Joe Root (69), Will
Jacks (66 not out) and Tom
Banton (50) also contributed

to England's monster total
after being sent in.

Sri Lanka fast bowlers
Eshan Malinga (0-91) and
Dilshan Madushanka (0-89)

were blazed all around
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
while Dasun Shanaka, re-
turning to ODIs after more
than two years, was smacked
for 74 off his six overs.

Left-arm spinner Dunith
Wellalage returned with
somewhat respectable fig-
ures of 2-56, but the seamers
went for plenty as Brook and
Jacks added a rapid 156 runs
in the final 10 overs.

Both teams are looking
for their first win in the tour-
nament after losing to Paki-
stan.

Asian Para Games 2026 Day 4 Highlights India Sweeps All 3
Podium Spots In High Jump T63, Medals Galore In Athletics

New Delhi : India con-
tinued its impressive perfor-
mance at the Asian Para
Games 2026 by adding 26
medals to its overall tally on
Day 4 in Aichi-Nagoya. The
latest medal haul took India's
total to 88, with athletes de-
livering strong performanc-
es across para archery, para
athletics and para badmin-
ton.

Para archer Sheetal Devi
emerged as one of India's
leading performers on the
day, winning two gold med-
als. She secured the top posi-
tion in both the individual
and mixed team events, add-
ing to India's success and
strengthening the country's
medal count at the continen-
tal competition.

Sheetal's  double-gold
performance highlighted In-

dia's growing strength in
para archery. Winning med-
als in two different events
requires consistency and the
ability to perform under
pressure, and her results pro-
vided a major boost to the
Indian contingent.

Her success also brought
attention to India's para ar-
chery team, which has con-
tinued to make its presence
felt at major international
competitions. The individual
event tested her personal
skills, while the mixed team
competition required coordi-
nation and teamwork to
achieve the desired result.

However, para athletics
once again made a signifi-
cant contribution to India's
medal haul. The contingent
delivered an impressive per-
formance, winning five gold

medals, four silver medals
and two bronze medals on
Day 4.

The 11 medals won in
para athletics formed a sub-
stantial part of India's overall
daily tally. The results dem-
onstrated the depth of talent
among Indian para athletes,
who competed across differ-
ent events and contributed
valuable points to the coun-
try's overall medal count.

The five gold medals
were particularly important

for India's campaign. Gold-
medal performances help
athletes gain recognition for
their achievements while
adding to the country's
standing in the overall medal
competition.

India's four silver med-
als in para athletics further
strengthened the day's re-
sults. These performances
showed that Indian athletes
were competitive  across
multiple events, with several
competitors finishing among
the leading participants in
their respective categories.

The contingent also se-
cured two bronze medals in
para athletics, adding further
depth to India's medal haul.
Together, the gold, silver and
bronze medals made athlet-
ics one of the most produc-
tive sports for India on the

fourth day of competition.

Para badminton also de-
livered encouraging results
for the Indian team. Indian
athletes secured seven
bronze medals across vari-
ous events, contributing sig-
nificantly to the country's
overall total of 26 medals for
the day.

The seven bronze med-
als reflected India's competi-
tive presence in para bad-
minton.  Athletes across
different events managed to
reach the podium, ensuring
that the sport made a valu-
able contribution to the na-
tional contingent's overall
performance.Although
bronze medals do not carry
the same ranking as gold or
silver, they remain important
achievements at a major in-
ternational event.

Ayush

New Delhi : Indian shut-
tlers Ayush Shetty and Tanvi
Sharma bowed out of the
French Open badminton
tournament after suffering
defeats in their respective
events in Paris on Thursday.
Competing at the USD
950,000 tournament, both
players faced challenging
opponents in the pre-quar-
terfinal stage, bringing their
campaigns to an end.

Tanvi Sharma was the
first among the Indian play-
ers to take the court, facing
South Korea's An Se Young,
the reigning world No. 1 and
top seed in the women's sin-

Shetty,

gles competition. Tanvi
struggled to match the South
Korean's pace and consis-
tency, eventually losing the
contest in straight games.

An Se Young secured a
21-11, 21-14 victory over
Tanvi in a match that lasted
37 minutes. The South Ko-
rean controlled the proceed-
ings for much of the encoun-
ter, using her speed, court
coverage and precise shot
placement to put pressure on
the Indian shuttler.

Tanvi attempted to com-
pete against the top seed but
found it difficult to sustain
her challenge against an op-

Tanvi Sharma

ponent known for her consis-
tency and defensive skills.
An Se Young maintained her
advantage in both games and
prevented the Indian from
forcing a deciding game.

The opening game saw
An Se Young establish con-
trol as she moved towards
the finish line with a com-
fortable margin. Tanvi was
unable to overcome the defi-
cit, allowing the South Ko-
rean to take the first game
21-11 and move a step closer
to securing her place in the
next round.

In the second game, Tan-
vi put up a better fight and

managed to score 14 points.
However, An Se Young con-

tinued to dictate the rallies
and maintained her lead to
close out the game 21-14.

Exit French Open Badminton

The victory confirmed the
top seed's progression in the

tournament, while Tanvi's
campaign ended at the pre-
quarterfinal stage.

An Se Young's position
at the top of the world rank-
ings made her a formidable
opponent for the young In-
dian shuttler. Facing a player
of her calibre offered Tanvi
an opportunity to test her
game against one of the lead-
ing names in international
badminton, although the re-
sult went in favour of the
South Korean.Later in the
day, Ayush Shetty was
scheduled to take on Japan's
Kodai Naraoka in the men's
singles second round. Nara-
oka, seeded sixth in the tour-
nament, entered the contest
as a strong opponent, with

the match expected to test
Shetty's ability to compete
against an established inter-

national player.
However, Shetty was
unable to complete the

match because of an undis-
closed injury. The Indian
shuttler forfeited the contest
while trailing 17-21, 6-11,
handing Naraoka a place in
the next round.

Shetty had remained
competitive during the open-
ing game, scoring 17 points
before Naraoka secured it
21-17. The Japanese player
then carried his advantage
into the second game and

moved ahead 11-6 before
Shetty withdrew from the
contest.

The precise nature of
Shetty's injury was not dis-
closed, leaving uncertainty
over the extent of the prob-
lem and whether it could af-
fect his participation in up-
coming tournaments. His
withdrawal meant that he
could not continue challeng-
ing the sixth seed for a place
in the subsequent round.

The exits of Tanvi and
Shetty marked a disappoint-
ing day for the Indian contin-
gent in the singles events at
the French Open.
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Close Percent chenge
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Previous close Open
57,565.85 57,232.55

High Low
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Nifty below 22,700,
Sensex down 460 points

Company Current | % Gain

Bajaj Finance 942.10 1.74

Cipla 1,330.90 1.29

ICICI Bank 1,398.50 0.97

Bajaj Auto 10,155.00 0.82

UltraTechCement 10,958.00 | 1.00 Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai : Indian bench-
mark stock market indices end-
ed lower for the third consecu-
tive trading session on October

Company Current %Loss 22 as escalating geopolitical
Nestle 1,189.90 278 tension; pushed crude oil prices
- above $110 per barrel, raisin,
HDFC Life 528.35 -2.09 concerns abOll)lt inflation and th§
TMPV 270.00 -2.07 broader economic outlook.
Tech Mahindra 1,829.10 -0.31 Weak global market cues added
Reliance 1,184.50 2.03 to the selling pressure, with in-

vestors remaining cautious
amid uncertainty over interna-
tional developments and their
potential impact on the Indian

- - economy.
Commodity Price Change (%) The domestic equity mar-
Gold Dec 04 144,810.00 _1’%)689;)0 ket opene.d 10vyer on Thursday

-0. and remained in negative terri-

5.244.00 tory for most of the trading ses-

Silver Dec 04 203,924.00 ’_2 Si sion. Selling pressure was visi-
: ble across sectors, reflecting

. 219.00 investor concerns over rising
Crudeoil Nov 19 9,427.00 2.38 crude oil prices and the possi-
-1.60 bility of further volatility in

Naturalgas Oct 27| 263.10 20.60 global financial markets. Both

the Sensex and the Nifty de-
clined as market participants
adopted a cautious approach.

The benchmark indices
witnessed further weakness
during intraday trading, with
the Nifty slipping below the
22,600 mark. The index touched
an intraday low of 22,554.85
before recovering some of its
losses towards the end of the
session. Despite the recovery,
the Nifty failed to return above
the 22,700 level and closed

lower for the day.

Atthe closing bell, the BSE
Sensex declined by 460.30
points, or 0.62 per cent, to settle
at 73,249.39. The NSE Nifty 50
fell by 123.70 points, or 0.54
per cent, to close at 22,687.65.
The decline extended the losses
for both benchmark indices to a
third consecutive session.

Rising crude oil prices re-
mained one of the key concerns
for investors. International oil
prices climbed above $110 per

barrel amid escalating geopo-
litical tensions, increasing un-
certainty over energy supplies
and the outlook for global eco-
nomic activity. Higher crude
prices can have significant im-
plications for India, which re-
lies heavily on imported oil to
meet its energy requirements.
An increase in crude oil
prices can raise the country's
import bill and put pressure on
the trade balance. It can also in-
crease costs for industries that
depend on petroleum products,

transportation and energy. If

higher oil prices persist, they
may contribute to inflationary
pressures and complicate the
economic outlook for business-
es and consumers.

The impact of expensive
crude oil is particularly impor-
tant for India because move-
ments in international energy
prices can influence fuel costs,
transportation expenses and the
cost of producing goods.

New Delhi : The retail
portion of Jio Platforms Ltd's
initial public offering (IPO)
was fully subscribed within
two hours of the second day
of bidding on Thursday, ac-
cording to data available on
the BSE. Strong investor de-
mand continued to support
the public issue, with quali-
fied institutional buyers lead-
ing subscriptions across in-
vestor categories.

By 11 am on Thursday,
the retail individual inves-
tors' category had received
bids equivalent to the num-
ber of shares reserved for the
segment. The development
marked another milestone
for the Rs 30,213-crore pub-
lic issue, which had already
attracted substantial investor
interest on its opening day.

According to the ex-
change data, the IPO was
subscribed 3.47 times over-
all by 11 am on the second
day of bidding. The figures
indicated that investors had
placed bids for more than
three times the total number
of shares available under the

Retail portion of Jio Platforms’
IPO fully subscribed

issue at that point in the sub-
scription period.

Qualified institutional
buyers (QIBs) emerged as
the strongest contributors to
demand, with their reserved
portion  subscribed 9.42
times. This category includes
institutional investors such
as mutual funds, banks, in-
surance companies and other
eligible financial institu-
tions. Their strong participa-
tion accounted for a signifi-
cant share of the overall
demand for the offering.

The non-institutional in-
vestors (NIIs) category was
subscribed 2.34 times by 11
am on Thursday. This seg-
ment generally includes
high-net-worth individuals
and other eligible investors
bidding outside the retail cat-
egory. The subscription level
indicated that demand from
non-institutional ~ partici-
pants had also exceeded the
shares reserved for them.

The shareholders' por-
tion of the IPO was sub-
scribed 2.06 times, accord-
ing to the BSE data.

Moscow Innovation Cluster Partners with
Ouchhh Studio to Drive Innovation in Digital Art

New Delhi : The Moscow Innova-
tion Cluster and Ouchhh Studio have
signed a long-term partnership agree-
ment that will give Moscow-based me-
dia technology developers access to
global Digital Art practices, method-
ologies and approaches to scaling
projects. The partnership is expected
to help local teams advance their tech-
nologies and expand internationally.

The collaboration builds on the
CreaTech and EdTech track, one of the
key areas of the 2026 Moscow Startup
Summit. Solutions developed by resi-
dents of the MediaTech Cluster were
showcased at a dedicated stand, giving
startups direct exposure to internation-
al opportunities through the event.

Ouchhh Studio is one of the
world’s best-known media art studios,
with offices in seven countries. Found-
ed by artist Ferdi Alici, the studio cre-
ates large-scale multimedia installa-
tions that transform scientific data,
architectural patterns and information
about the universe into audiovisual
performances. Over the past 18 years,
Ouchhh has delivered more than 75
projects across all continents in col-
laboration with scientists, researchers
and technology companies. Its work
has received international design

awards.

“Partnering with Ouchhh is a stra-
tegic step towards connecting Mos-
cow with the global digital art commu-
nity. We are creating opportunities for
Moscow's technology companies to
contribute to international digital art
projects, exchange expertise, experi-
ment alongside industry leaders, and
transform bold ideas into real-world
applications,” said Olga Romanets,
Deputy CEO of the Moscow Innova-
tion Cluster Foundation. Residents of
the MediaTech Cluster, which opened
in September in Skolkovo, will gain
access to Ouchhh’s expertise and cre-
ative methodologies. The studio will
host a series of lectures, workshops,
and masterclasses for technology
companies, exploring how scientific
data can be transformed into compel-
ling artistic experiences and how arti-
ficial intelligence can be applied in
professional creative practice. Joint
initiatives in Al-driven art and digital
content creation are expected to show-
case Moscow's media technologies on
the international stage. Ouchhh's ex-
pertise in combining architecture,
data, and immersive storytelling could
also inspire innovative approaches to
representing and experiencing urban

environments. For Ouchhh, the part-
nership represents an opportunity for
meaningful two-way collaboration.
According to Ferdi Alici, the studio is
ready to share its artistic vision, cre-
ative methods and experience in pro-
ducing large-scale installations, while
startups bring fresh perspectives, new
technologies and unconventional
ideas.

The partnership is expected to in-
clude not only joint artworks, but also
the launch of new startups and mentor-
ing opportunities for young creators.
Alici also highlighted the studio's
longstanding interest in Russia's rich
cultural and scientific heritage.

“Our goal is not simply to bring
Ouchhh’s work to Moscow, but to cre-
ate something here that can only
emerge from the meeting of people,
ideas and cultures — and then share it
with the world. We want to contribute
our global experience while also learn-
ing from the talented creators, engi-
neers and scientists working in Mos-
cow,” said Ferdi Alici, founder of
Ouchhh.The partners have already be-
gun preparing joint projects. The first
educational sessions for residents of
the MediaTechCluster are expected to
take place in the near future.

800VDC shift in Al data centres may create USD 5 billion
market for solid-state transformers: Goldman Sachs

New Delhi : The shift to
800-volt direct current
(800VDC) power systems
in artificial intelligence
(AI) data centres could cre-
ate a market opportunity of
up to USD 5 billion for sol-
id-state transformers by
2030, as rising computing
demand increases the need
for efficient power infra-
structure, according to a
Goldman Sachs research
report.

The report estimates
that around 10 gigawatts
(GW) of new data centre ca-
pacity using 800V GPUs
could be added in 2030.
This would account for
around 6 per cent of the total
installed data centre capac-
ity and 60 per cent of new
capacity additions that year.

Goldman Sachs said the
growing power needs of Al
systems are pushing elec-
tricity requirements from
tens of kilowatts per rack to
more than one megawatt.
This is putting pressure on
conventional power distri-
bution systems.

The adoption of

800VDC technology could
improve power efficiency

by up to 5 per cent and re-
duce copper requirements
by as much as 45 per cent. It
could also help data centres
manage sudden changes in
electricity demand.
Commercial adoption is
expected to begin with
power sidecars in early
2027. These systems allow
existing alternating current

(AC) infrastructure to sup-
port high-voltage direct
current (DC) systems. Sol-

id-state transformers and
fully integrated 800VDC
architectures are expected
to follow in late 2027 and
carly 2028. he transition
could also create opportuni-
ties in circuit protection,
energy storage, power con-
version and cooling sys-
tems. Goldman Sachs esti-
mates that the market for

solid-state circuit breakers
alone could reach up to
USD 8 billion.

Liquid cooling is also
emerging as an important
requirement for Al data
centres, as high-density
computing systems gener-
ate more heat and require
efficient cooling solutions.

The report further high-
lighted potential opportuni-
ties for cable manufactur-
ers. Although the new
power architecture could
reduce overall copper re-
quirements, demand for
specialised, high-value ca-
bles and high-temperature
superconducting technolo-
gy could support profit mar-
gins. Goldman Sachs iden-
tified Nexans as a potential
beneficiary.

However, the report
cautioned that the market
remains at an early stage.
Adoption timelines and
market-size estimates could
change as the technology
moves through pilot pro-
grammes and wider com-
mercial deployment.

Bank of Baroda Mumbai Zone
Organises Cycle Rally to

&

Aryan Age Correspondent

Mumbai : Bank of Baro-
da’s Mumbai Zone organised
a cycle rally at Ballard Pier
on Saturday morning, Octo-
ber 17, 2026, to promote
awareness about integrity,
transparency and ethical
practices. The event was
conducted as part of the
bank’s ongoing Vigilance
Awareness Campaign 2026,
which aims to encourage
honesty, accountability and a
corruption-free working en-
vironment.

The rally brought togeth-
er employees of Bank of
Baroda, who participated en-
thusiastically in the initia-
tive. Through the event, the
bank sought to spread the
message that vigilance and
ethical conduct are essential
for maintaining public trust
and strengthening institu-
tional accountability.

The cycle rally was
flagged off by Shri Sanjeev

Promote Vigilance Awareness

7

Singh, Deputy General Man-
ager (C&A), Mumbai Zone.
His participation highlighted
the importance the bank
places on vigilance aware-
ness and the role of employ-
ees in promoting transparent
and responsible practices.

Participants cycled
through the Ballard Pier area
carrying placards and ban-
ners highlighting the impor-
tance of integrity and vigi-
lance. The messages
encouraged people to remain
alert to corrupt practices and
support efforts to build a so-
ciety based on honesty and
fairness.

The event was organised
to take the message of vigi-
lance beyond the workplace
and reach the wider commu-
nity. By using a public activ-
ity such as a cycle rally, Bank
of Baroda aimed to encour-
age greater awareness of the
importance of ethical behav-
iour in everyday life and pro-
fessional responsibilities.

New Delhi :What if In-
dia's chief ministers ran their
states like corporate chief
executive officers, compet-
ing to attract investments,
create jobs and generate eco-
nomic growth while retain-
ing a greater share of the
gains they produce? Zerodha
co-founder Nikhil Kamath
believes China's governance
model offers valuable les-
sons for India, particularly in
encouraging  competition
among regional govern-
ments to improve economic
performance. Although Chi-
nadoes notidentify itselfas a
capitalist country, its local
governments often compete
aggressively with one an-
other to attract businesses,
promote industrial develop-

ment and strengthen their re-
spective economies.Kamath
argued that this competitive
approach could provide use-
ful insights for India, where
states have different eco-
nomic strengths, investment
opportunities, infrastructure
capabilities and develop-
ment priorities. According to
him, encouraging states to

'‘Let Chief Ministers Run States Like CEOs':
Nikhil Kamath's China Challenge For India
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compete more actively for
investment could help im-
prove economic outcomes
and make regional adminis-
trations more focused on
growth.“Every municipality
or the mayor of each prov-
ince competes with another
province like he were a capi-
talist organisation,” Kamath
said during the discussion.

New Delhi :The United
States' ambition to bring
manufacturing jobs back to
its domestic economy under
the “Make America Great
Again” (MAGA) agenda is
an “illusion”, according to
Kazuto Suzuki, Director of
the Institute of Geoeconom-
ics and Professor at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo's Graduate
School of Public Policy. He
argued that foreign compa-
nies understand the econom-
ic challenges of manufactur-
ing in the US and are
increasingly directing their
investments towards the en-
ergy sector rather than set-
ting up new manufacturing
facilities.

Suzuki made these ob-
servations in an interview

with The Indian Express on
the sidelines of the Kautilya
Economic Conclave held
earlier this month. He dis-
cussed the challenges facing
the US manufacturing reviv-
al agenda, the changing in-
vestment priorities of coun-
tries such as Japan and South
Korea, and the broader im-
plications of the ongoing tar-
iff war for the global econo-
my.
According to Suzuki, the
idea of restoring manufac-
turing employment on a
large scale in the US faces
significant economic limita-
tions. Although the Ameri-
can government has sought
to encourage companies to
manufacture domestically,
foreign investors must con-

‘Make America Great Again’ Manufacturing
Goal Is an lllusion, Says Japanese Economist

sider whether producing
goods in the country is com-
mercially viable. He sug-
gested that the cost of manu-
facturing in the US makes it
difficult for companies to

justify such investments
purely on economic grounds.
Suzuki's assessment

highlights the gap between
political objectives and busi-
ness decisions. Govern-
ments may seek to bring fac-
tories and industrial
employment back to their
countries through tariffs, in-
centives and other policy
measures, but companies ul-
timately assess production
costs, labour availability, in-
frastructure, supply chains
and market access before
deciding where to invest.

Government Caps Trade Margins on 137 Cancer
Drugs, Raising Concerns for Private Hospitals

New Delhi : The govern-
ment's decision to cap trade
margins on 137 non-sched-
uled cancer drugs is emerg-
ing as a significant regulato-
ry challenge for private
hospitals, potentially affect-
ing a revenue stream that has
become an important con-
tributor to their profitability.
The move is aimed at con-
trolling excessive mark-ups
on expensive cancer medi-
cines and making treatment
more affordable for patients.
However, it could also put

pressure on the financial per-
formance of hospitals that
depend on oncology services
and the sale of high-value
medicines.The National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Au-
thority (NPPA) has intro-
duced a cap of 30% on trade
margins for the identified
cancer drugs, calculated on
their maximum retail price
(MRP), excluding the Goods
and Services Tax (GST). The
revised pricing framework is
scheduled to come into effect
from November 9. The deci-

sion brings a wide range of

expensive cancer therapies
under tighter pricing over-

sight and seeks to limit the
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mark-ups charged at differ-
ent stages of the pharmaceu-

tical distribution chain.The
list of medicines covered
under the revised framework
includes several widely used
and high-value oncology
drugs, such as pembrolizum-
ab, osimertinib, bevacizum-
ab and venetoclax.

These medicines are pre-
scribed for different types of
cancer and can account for a
substantial share of treat-
ment expenses. By restrict-
ing the margins associated
with these drugs, the govern-
ment intends to reduce the

additional costs incurred by
patients purchasing cancer
medicines.

The decision is expected
to have implications beyond
pharmaceutical distributors
and retailers, particularly for
private hospitals with estab-
lished oncology depart-
ments. Cancer treatment is a
specialised area of health-
care that frequently involves
expensive medicines, diag-
nostic procedures, chemo-
therapy, immunotherapy and
targeted therapies.
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